
RAILROAD TAXATION.

Attorney-General Hart Makes a

Report

"What tho State is .Losing by Litigation

—The Sbunahau Reassessment Bill

Vncon-tltntloiial and 111-Advlsed—

Proposition for Settlement—lmport-

ant SußStestlons.

Attorney-General Hart yesterday sub-
mitted to Governor Markham a very im-
portant aud comprehensive report on the
subject of the unpaid taxes levied upon
tiie Southern Pacific and Central Pacific

Kailroads, which have been in dispute
for several years. The report is the most

exhaustive yet presented on the subject
and makes a voluminous document. It
is accompanied by numerous exhibits
and tables regarding the assessments
since the adoption of the new Constitu-
tion, and the litigation had and tho
amounts paid by the companies.

The Attorney-General calls attontion to
the previous report on this subject, made
by him on September 15, 18D2, aud the
fact is emphasized that he has considered
only such railroads as are embraced
within the Southern Pacific and Central
Pacific systems. He divides his report
into three portions.

The lirst, covering tho railroad State
aud county taxes for the years I>_o to
IS__, inclusive, a portion of which was
paid under the compromise effected by
Attorney-General E. C. Marshall; the
second covering the taxes of 1885, 1836
aud 1587, no portion of which have been
paid; and the third the railroad taxes
since 18.7, which have been promptly
paid. With regard to the payment of
these delinquent taxes there has been re-
ceived by Attorney-General Hart but one
proposition, which is embraced in the
letter of E. L. Craig, of the Law Depart-
ment of the Southern Pacific Company,
under date ofJanuary 12,181., given here
la tall:

Law Departmi-.nt ISouthkkn Pacific Company, J-Kan FaAMCISOO (Cal.;, Jauuary 12,1893. JBon. ll'. 11. 11. Hart, Attorney-General—
DeakSiu: lam in receipt o£your la\or ot
tliis date referring to the pending contro-

\u25a0 between the people of the Mate and
the railroad companies, composing what is
known aa tiie southern I'acitie system, in re-
gard to taxes, and the suggestion- heretofore
made on oehalf of the companies of a purpose
to submit some proposition lor an adjustment
ol the same, una inquiring whether 1am now

d to submit such a proposition in their
behalf.

In answer to your inquiry Iwill say that,
while the conipanks relerred to are desirous
of promoting a speedy settlement ol these
controversies upon such terms as shall he lair
to both parties, an examination of the subject
baa convinced me that it will be aael

uppanlaa to submit any proposition
c-iverlng the whole matter and Involving any

of compromise, because of the very
serious doubt a> to the authority of any exec-
utive officer of the state to accept the terma
that might be proposed bo as to bind Un
and relieve the companies ironi farther con-
troversy in regard thereto.

As I understand it there are those in author-
ity wiio claim on behalf of the State that
nothing short of the full payment Oy the
9 mxpauJea of the amounts assessed ;:.
Lheni respectively since the controversies be-
j;aii, with all ti.e cumulative penalties and
costs incurred in the proceedings hud to en-
force the assessments, will relieve the compa-
nies and their properties from the lawfulde-
mands ofthe State. Thisciaim is made not-
withstanding tiie fact that for the series of
yetun uptouud includinglso4, marly ifnot

..1 of the suits have beeu determine.l
either by lodgment in favor of the comj an.c.
or by judgments ..gainst them which have
i in fullypaid; and thai for the years follow-
ing up to and Including 1887, it is claimed by

- meat unlawfully
Included the Federal lranchlses of tin

and thereby rendered me asseunienl
the tact that the Federal

franchises were so included up to and includ-
ing the years LBBS-6 Is. I think, undisputed
by anyone: r.u.l whether they were so In-
cluded in 1.87 i- in iact now being litigated
b< tween the parties. The eilect In the case re-
ferred to Ofthe judicial finding upon this con-
troverted fact 11.11rs - ;. so controlling that I
jonot think either party is Ulci lyto make to
the other a proposition of settlement which
will be accepted.

The situation la further complicated by the
t ci that in addition to the suit brought In the
.Mine of tie state lor tiie entire tax claimed
in he due to the State and counties for tbe
rear 1887, suits have ben commenced by

\u25a0unties tor their alleged propor-
tions of the tax, thus subjecting the compa-
nies io a double llti_.atlo_ as to each county
t
The only other case now pending is that of

the people vs. The San Pablo and Tulaie
Company before the Supreme Court of the
United States. The very small amount in-
volved in ttiis case is Insufficient to warrant
further controvcry; and the other reasons
which were supposed lojustify It seems to mo
no longer to exist.

In view of the fact that the railroad com-
panies referred to as under the Southern
Jr'aclflc management have for five years last. is: hceu promptly paying their taxes as
levied, and propose to continue so doin_r; and
the further fact that a uecision of this case,
even Ifadverse to defendant, cannot possibly
affect the maiu questions Involved in the
other litigated cases, 1 think that the question
lv tlos case will have ceased to be Important
to either party. If the taxes are paid in lull,
with live per cent, penalty claimed and legal
interest from the date of alleged dellnqueucv
to the time of payment, tiAlhir with ail
costs that may he clmrp.__.-__- therein—In
other wofds, If the company pays to tho

and counties all that can, by any possi-
bility, be recovered in the event of a judg-
ment in favor of the people.

Iunderstand that some two years or more
:s company tendered full payment to

the State ot the-e taxes, and that its officers
declined to accept the payment.

Inow renew, to you, tiie oiler to pay these
taxes, penalties, interest and costs, which, if

,vi pteil, willremove at least one ot the
irritating questions between the parties, and
lend to promote an adjustment of the others.

To this I « ill add. that 1 understand ihat
c \u25a0mpai'.y's counsel, at the time ot entering

into the stipulation under which this case was
up, oontended, and have ever since

claimed that tiie record in the case was not
such as to necessitate a decision upon the
point which the counsel for the State
to have settled; an i that since tbe stipulation
was enter, d into the the Supreme Court ofthis
State has rendered a decision In relation to the
statutory provisions for the eoUeotlon ol
taxes upon which this action was founded,
which, if adopted by tbe Supreme Court of
tlte United States,as is usual upon such ques-
tions, may reasonably I to ret
an affirmance of tire Judgment upon tins,
minor propositions, and without a decision
v in the main question supposed to be pre-
m ntecl and sought to be settled.

Inasmuch as there can be no question of
to receive in settlement of

I by auy possibility" be
recovered In it. 1 submit to your
and official itulfnnut this oiler to settle tire

last mentioned, and a- as soon. cal doubts as to any author!.y to w ttl..
the remaining cases shall have been removed.
as I have no doubt they can be, I will submit
a proposition, in the hope of settling all other
pending questions. Respectfully yours,

E. L. Ckaig.

Under the bead of the taxes from 1880
1884, inclusive, the report of the State

Controller lor the thirty-second and
thirty-third fiscal years is quoted from at
length to show the condition of railroad
taxes for the years 1880 and 188 Lthe
amount originally delinquent and the
amount subsequently paid by companies
other than those embraced" within the
.Southern Pacific and Central Pacific sys-
tems, and by those systems and their
branches in Sacramento, Merced, El Do-
rado and YoloCounties.

Quotations are alio made from the Con-
troller's subsequent reports, showing the
history of the litigation entered irTto by
the State to secure the payment of the de-
linquent taxes, the disastrous effects upon
tire finances of the State and the various
counties of such non-payment and the
action of Attorney-Generai Marshall in
compromising such taxes and accepting
on behalf of the StateaboutoO per ceut. ef
the amount claimed as due.

A ttoruey-General Marshall paid into the
State Treasury on June 18, 1888, as the
State's portion alone of the taxes collected
from the railroads, as follows:
ISSO $35,090 53

\u25a0 **>- 86,165 06
1882 .1.514 26
1888 333.377 13
1384 329.520 63

$7<_S,G57 61
Less express charges from S?an

iraneiseo to Treasury 384 36

$768,273 26

Before the money had been paid into
the Treasury by Marshall, there was
commenced, on November 20, ISBS, an
action in tho Supreme Court—John
Ilooney vs. Attorney-General Marshall
and Controller Dunn (08 Cal. 6-7)—-to '
force therti to certify into the State Treas-
ury the moneys collected by K. C. Mar-
shall from the railroad companies. In '
order to frrlly explain the facts in the ;

case, the decision is embodied within
< leneral Hart's report. The effect of the
decision was that the judgment therein
referred to was held not to be void, and
that it was the duty of the State Con-
troller to certiiy the sums into the State
Treasury.

There was unpaid and alleged to be due
from Southern Pacificand central Pacilic
systems after crediting the amounts paid
in through Marshall:

81-82 $_l-,25r_ 28
lS s:i r-_22,252 3H \1-84 y2i,bs-i 4'J

Total $y02,35- 10
The above does not include interest or

penalties.
General Hart says: "Ifthe agreed judg-

ments in the United States Circuit Court i
in the cases transferred thereto, in refer- i
ence to these taxes and the settlement
with Attorney-! ieneral Marshall are to
be considered as binding and conclusive,
it is questionable whether the State can
ever recover any portion of the above
amount ofdelinquent taxes by re-asse-s-
--ment, for itcannot be said that the assess-
ments were so void that the Legislature
could ol right direct or authorize a re-
assessment for those years.

"Ihave nothing to add regarding At- i
torney-Generai Marshall's conduct in '
those eases. The statements made by
Controller Dunn in his official report re-
garding said litigatiou aro a sufficient
commentary thereon."

This closes the Attorney-General's con-
sideration of the first branch of his re-
port, the taxes 1880-1884 inclusive.

The second branch of the report is con-
fined to the delinquent taxes ofINBd, 1886
and 18-57, no portion of which has been
paid.

i ontroller Dunn's report of the thirty-
eighth and thirty-ninth fiscal years is j
quoted at length.

In the same report Controller Dunn
states that actions were brought to recover
the taxes of 1885 and 1886, bat that none
were commenced for 1887.after advising:
with the Attorney-General (Johnson).

Attorney-General Hart severelj criti-
cises Dunn for this action. Ho says that
if the Controller was correct in saying
that Attorney-General Marshall had not i
presented a fair case lor the Statu in
previous years, it was not a good reason
why with another Attorney-General the I
Controller should have deemed it un- j
necessary to bring new suits by which a
proper presentation could have been ',
made.

Controller Dunn could have secured at
least 60 per cent of ihe taxes of 1885 and j
iv- i for the State if he had consented to i
certify that proportion into the Treasury
on account of said taxes. He refused,
believing that by refusing to accept par-
tial j'aynieuts, the State could obtain the
whole amount. Attorney-General Mar-
shal), on the contrary, claimed that what-
ever was secured from the railroad would
be so much gained. Dunn and Marshall j
were so much taken up with their con- !
trovorsy that tlte railroad companies were j
practically undisturbed, and were not
pusiied in due season for the taxes of
1885 and 1686.

"In my opinion," says General Hart,
"Mr. Marshall, as Attorney-General, was
over-reached in tue matter ofrailroad tax
litigation."

'Ihen follows a history of the various
suits brought in reference to these taxes.
Tho Attorney-General gives it as his
opinion that "Iram certain that the pro-
visions ofour Constitution upon the sub-
Ject of railroad taxation are not in viola- ]
tion of the Federal Constitution," on j
which point he quotes numerous author- \u25a0

ities.
The face of the total taxes for the years '<ISBS, 188'iaud 1887, alleged to be due and '

unpaid from the Southern Pacific and
( crural Pacific systems is as follows:
1888 9715,868 98
188. -1-V.<57 051887 647,439 20

• Total $2.011,700 IS
General Hart explains a difference of

|20,941 51 between his figures and those of
the (.'ontroller (forty-second and forty-
iliinl fiscal yean, by saying that taxes of
the North Pacific Coast Railroad to that
amount were charged against the South-
ern Pacilic Company.

Then follows a statement of total taxes
assessed to Southern Pacific system from
1880 to 1893, inclusive. Of these the taxes,
1880 to 1884, inclusive, were compromised
by Marshall on the basis of about 60 per
cent.; 1885,1888 and 1867 are unpaid ami
in dispute; and since 18S7 all have been I
paid.

"Since 1887 the railroad companies
have not claimed that tho Federal Iran-I
ciiiso has been assessed, and by reason of I
authorities quoted they have also prac-
tically abandoned the defense of the con-
llict of the State Constitution with the
Fourteenth amendment to the Federal
Constitution in reference to the assess-
ment ofrailroads operated in moro than
one county; and in reference to the de-
duction of railroad mortgages as fully
shown from the fact that tho companies
have promptly and fully paid all taxes
levied since 1887. and the oiler of the rail-
road, through its attorney, Mr. Craig, to
pay in full all taxes, penalties, interest
and costs in the case of The People vs.
The San t'ablo and Tulare Railroad Com-
pany, now pending in the United Mates
Supreme Court.

"In view of tho decisions above cited, I
think that litigation in this State arising
out of the levy of taxes upon railroads is
practically ended, except aa to the taxes
remaining unpaid. Ifan adjustment ofI
these taxes can be made the people wid
no longer be burdened with litigation in
reference to taxation of railroad com-
panies." . |

The Attorney-General deems it curious i
that his predecessors should have per- |
mitted the question of the taxation ofl
Federal franchise (which could apply
only to the Southern Pacific and Central
i'ai ifie main linesi to interfere with suits
brought against branch roads.

Flaborate tables are oliered showing
the proportion of railroad assessed prop-
erty in the State to the entire assessed
value of ail property for each year from
188 i to 1892, inclusive, and the Legislature
is permitted to draw therefrom its own
conclusions as to whether the claim of the
railroad company that its assessment in
years past was an exorbitant one be cor- I
red.

Tho summary of Attorney-General j
Hart's report is as follows:

The total amount of State and county !
taxes due from the Southern Pacific and
Central Pacific systems on account of the
lace of taxes unpaid, is as follows:
18SO-81-88 9410,253 28
1883 222,261 38
Is- 1 -. 32.1,852 49
1 - 5 715,3. 3 y3
18 m.; 048,957 1-5
1887 647,439 20

Total $2,071,116 23
The above statement does not include

interest, penalties or costs.
t ifthe above total. $962,356 10 is the sum !

remaining unpaid for taxes for the years
1880 to 1884, inclusive, alter the acceptance
of the compromise money covering those
taxes by Attorney-General Marshall. As
to whether the sum is beyond recovery
by a reassessment is hereinbefore fully
discussed. Ifpressed for settlement, the
companies would probably pay 30 per
cent, of these taxes.

The balance is $2,011,780 18, being the
total taxes for tho years 1885-6-7, no part
of which has been paid.

There are three ieasible ways, in my
judgment, in which to dispose of these
questions:

1. The Legislature can pass an Act au-
thorizing the Attorney-General to accept
not less than a certain sum in satisfaction
of all claims the State may have for de-
linquent taxes.

2. The Legislature can pass an Act de-
claring the exact amount to be accepted
in fullsatisfaction for all back taxes.

3. By a reassessment bill, providing for
the reassessment for the years 1880 to I&S7,
inclusive.

In the event of the enactment of a re-
.uenl statue it should not apply to

those years solely, for such an Act would,
in my opinion, be unconstitutional, in
view of the ruling laid down by the Su-
preme Court in the ease of Bourn vs.
Hart et al., 93 Cal. 381; but it should be a
general bill, applying to all taxes that

have been levied since the adoption oftho :
new Constitution, and should apply to j
the future as well as the past. Provision
should also be made whereby the com-
panies would be credited with all sums
paid on account of such delinquent taxes.

.Many serious questions may arise in
regard to such reassessment, among
which I willspecify:

In making the reassessment, shofildthe
rate ol taxation be the same as fixed for
the year in which the reassessment is

Imade, or should it not be enacted, that
the rate should be the same us the rate
which was fixed for the respective years
in which the taxes were originally levied?

Is there any mode through reaasess-
ment whereby the people may recover
from these corporations the interest upon
the taxes from the time they should have

! besn paid, ifproperly assessed, up to the
j time of payment.

Will a reas-.es.ment bill give to the
people- as much money as an Act of the
Legislature authorizing a settlement of
these t-Uceef

As before stated, the railroad companies
have oliered to pay f1,207,06d 10, being 60
per cent, of the taxes or 1885, 1886 and

j 1657. If tho Legislature will authorize
\u25a0 the receipt of such or greater sum in
settlement, with 7 per cent, interest from
the time the taxes should have been paid
if properly assessed, the companies will
accept such a proposition.

Such a settlement could be made within
! a short period, whereas, if the assessment
! is made, there is no assurance that the
]companies will pay, and may continue
I the litigation for a number of years, as
i they Have previously done, and the peo-
jpie be again delayed in getting what they
are entitled to.

1 tic Attorney-General suggests that as
the railroad company have paid taxes in
lullsince l-ST, aud there is now no doubt of
the validity oi the Const- union concerning
taxation of roads operated in more than
one county, aud considering it now pos-
sible to end that litigation, would itnot_ be better for the people to obtain a reason-
able settlement, aud put the money in the
Treasury, rather than wait perhaps for

| years to eilect any result by means of a
reassessment of the roads.
Ithink the following tho best course- to

pursue in tho settlement ofthis vexatious
: question:

First-—That a joint committee of the
Senate and Assembly .be appointed, to

I which committee all bills upon the sub-
ject should be referred. Ihat the com-
! mittee examiuo tho subject-matter mi-
i volved aud report to both houses the re-
i suit of tho committee's consideration,
which should include whether thr State

i can obtain more of these delinquent tax
! moneys by settlement than by reassess-
ment.

Second—That two bills ought to bo
i passed, uno authorizing the Attorney-
i General to accept not less than a certain
sum to be lixod by the Legislature, and

! also a perfect bill providing for a re-
assessment, so that in tho event a settle-
ment is not obtainable a valid reassess-
ment may be made.

From a perusal of tho tallies the Legis-
lature can determine whetiier tho com-
panies have moral or equitable grounds
tor objection to tho assessment ol lv -86-Sf. It must bo remembered that the

; roads are now of but littlo greater value
i than then, while all other property tins
• largely increased in value. It follows
i that the taxes on the railroads are less in
jproportion now than then.

ORANGETHIEVES.
Thore Are Shotguns Waltlntr for Them

in tho suburbs.
Sneak-thieves seem to be quite activo

lately in raiding the gardens ofresidents
who have bearing orange trees. Four of
them entered the yard of John Stevens,
on "the Kidge," at half-oast eleven

; o'clock night before last, and they may
thank their stars that Mr. Stevens' sou
lire I rather high instead of at them, as he
is a dead shot.

Ifthey repeat their visit they may not
| expect to be dealt with so leniently.

Articles of Incorporation.

The following articles of incorporation
have been filed in tho Secretary of State's
oflice:

East Side Fruit-Growers' Union, San
Jose, Santa Clara County. Capital stock,
$10 1,000. I'irectora— 11. S. McClay. T. 11.
Derby, P. G. Hoodman, 11. L. Stevens,
A. 11. Stiuson, 11. 11. Keiinington aud G.
A. Bean.

The London Wine and Investment
Company, Sau Francisco. Capital stock,
81,000,000. Directors—Charles E. Dick,
Wm. B. Hill, W. E. Dorn, M. D. Merritt
ami 11. W. Wostphal.

Columbus Savings and Loan Society,
San Francisco. Capital stock, (30

I Directors--J. F. Fugazi, E. C. Paimisri,
(;. 1•'. Caglieri, F. Arata and I. W. Hell-
man.

Madera Fruit and Land Company,
I Madera, Fresno County. Capital stock,
81,500,000. Directors—J. E. Kuapp, W.
B. Hill,J. Deming, W. C. Maze and A. J.
Liter.

Bacon Printing Company, San Fran-
cisco. Capital stock. 8100,000. Directors
—J. Bacon, J. E. Ager, C. M. Bacon, S.
Moote and E. L. Morse.

Unitarian Society Election.
The Unitarian Society has elected the

following officers: Dr. H. L. Nichols, F.
P. Thomson, J. M. Avery, A. M. Sey-
mour, C. C. Uluey, James L. Whitbeck
and George T. Clark.

The directors have organized by elect-
ing !>r. 11. L. Nichols, President; F. 1•'.
Thomson, Treasurer, aud C. T. Millikeu,
Secretary.

Executive Committee —Messrs. Nich-
ols, Seymour aud Clark.

Auditing Committee—Messrs. Avery,
I Clarlt and Seymour.

Finance Committee—Messrs. Thomson,
Whitbeck and Milhkon.

Yesterday's Weather.
The Weather Bureau reports show the

! highest and lowest temperatures yester-
day to have beeu 51 and 39°, with fresh
northerly winds and a clear sky,
except lor a few hours in the forenoon,
when a dense fog prevailed.

'ihe barometrical readings at ."> a. m.
and _

I. M. were ..<>.], and 30.08 inches.
The highest and lowest temperatures

one year ;igo yesterday wercco and3B°,
and one year ago to-day „j. and :H>'.

Agricultural Directors.
The following were commissioned Ajf-

I ricultural Directors by the Governor yes-
i terday:

William Brockman of Susanville, Las-
| sen County, aud Ed Ferris of Long \ al-
ley, Lassen County, for District No. 34.

Marion Biggs of Oroville, Butte County,
and W. A. of Avon, Butte
County, fur District No. 3.

Destructive Fire at Lodi.
Deputy Sheriff M. Fay, who took tho

i insane Chinaman to Stockton on Tues-
. day evening and returned yesterday, re-
I ported that a destructive fire occurred at
Lodi on Tuesday night, consuming two

jlargo buildings and their contents. The
loss is said to be heavy, and it is thought

j the fire was an incendiary one.

Notaries Public.
E. B. Mering of Woodland, Yolo

County, and George F. Wilter, Jr., of
Paso Knbles were yesterday commis-
sioned Notaries Public by the Governor.

New Special Policeman.
P. G. Horrell has been appointed and jI qualified as a special policeman, with his

\u25a0 beat in the vicinityof the Southern Pacific
Company's property._

_•.

Continued Indefinitely.

The case of the People against Minnie'
Tobin, for grand larceny, was yesterday
continued indefinitely in Judge Catlin's
court.

._» .
Mns. Li/.ztr. Clark of Washington, K.

1., had two attacks of the grip, leaving
her weak, blue and discouraged. Hood's
Sarsaparilla, she sa3'S, "gave me strength
and made me feel well."

—\u25a0

-*-
_

Pest pickled butter, now only 40 cents,
and choice lresh butter 50 cents a roll, at
Fabian Bros., Ninth and J.

Fresh fish aud Eastern oysters every
day at Eastern Market, Twelfth and J
streets. *

CANALS ARE NECESSARY.

Relief-Ways the Only Protection from
Inundation.

Pioneer Epperson of Colusa Claims to

nave Foreseen the Failure of

the __vee r?ystom.

Ens. Record-Union: For thirty years
past I have beeu a close observer of the
many schemes that have been tried to re-
claim swamp lands and prevent the over-
flowof our rivors. Our last Hoods fully
demonstrate that we are as far from any
method that is reliable as we were thirty
years ago.
I have never been in favor of the levee

systems, as tried by the people of our
State. When Levee District No. 1 was
formed in Sutter County, twenty-seven
years ago, Iwas in Yuba City on the day
tho levee was completed. Iwas there oil
the day it broke, the winter following its
completion. A lot of scientific men as-
sembled in Tom Boyd's back store-room
to talk it over, and there was a large stove
in tho room, it being cold and wet.

The levee had broken, and many had
come to town in boats. Iwent in to that
back room to warm myself. Iwas not
one of the scientific men. I had only
come to town the day before to sell a hog;
but the levee broke while I was there,
which made it impossible for me to get
home with my team until the water sub-
sided. I listened, and tried to learn the
great methods of reclamation.

The conclusion of that scientific confab
was that they had lacked just one foot of
building their levees nigh enough. They
then and thore resolved among them-
selves to rebuild the levee and make it
one foot higher than before. They felt
sure tiiat with one Boot more on top of
the old levee and the breaks repaired
they would be all right.

As the crowd was about to assemble
around a big barrel in that back room—
all old-timers know what that means—
i ventured to say: "Gentlemen, lam not

a scientific man; 1 only came to town to
sell a hog. But 1 would suy that Ifirmly
liolievo you willalways lack one foot of
having your levees high enough, under
your present system ofreclamation."

A lot ol them looked at me with sickly
grins on their -aces, with something like
pity lor my ignorance, tine asked me
how 1 would do it? I answered, "by
making canals. Should any of you live
to sec twenty years hence, just think of
what 1 run saying. I have no land inyour district, and have no interest in the
district—only a kind wisli that it will be
a success, which will never be under
your present mode."

\u25a0 lust twenty years after that I was In
the town of Colusa, and Judge P. W.

r mid his hand on my shoulder
and said: "Old boy, how are you? Ihave thought ofyou many times during
the last twenty years, but more especially
daring the last twenty-four hours, l
have Just came from Marysvills to this
place to hold court. Tho whole country
is under water,just as it,was twenty
yean ago, when you told those fellows tit
Jfnha City their levee would always lack

one foot of being high enough!"
The Judge was present in Yuba City at

ihe time I write of.
William 11. Parks, of Parks' dam fame,

tried to dam the water up between the
Buttes and the Sacramento River in Sut-
ter County. I fought that schemo from
the beginning, as I had land in tho dis-
trict. I felt sure it would lie a failure.
Mr. Parks argued that it would be a suc-
cess. I told him the water needed an out-
let, instead of damming up. Ho built
the dam, and put men on it with shot-
guns; but the hoods came, and his dam
did not withstand them. It was on a
sandy foundation.

Poor Bill Parks has also gono with the
llood of humanity that is continually
passing down the stream of tune. He
was a good man, bat, like all others,liable to err.
Isee by tho Rbcobd-Uhtok that there

is going to be a reclamation meeting in
Sacramento this week, in which several
counties aro to take part. I truly hope
they will take such -tops as will be a last-
ing benefit to our overflowed lands
and rivers. I am v .-anal man, from tho
fact that God has pointed out the Way.
All wo have to do la to follow the center
of the low lands on both sides of the
rivers, and make places on the rivers for
overilows to enter the canals when tho
rivers get to a certain bight. Then take
steps to keep our rivers from being tilled
with debris, ifpossible. Then we will be
a prosperous people.

These aro only my views and they may
be worthless. But one thing is sure—re-
clamation by levees iias, in the main,
beeu a failure In California so far.

B. C. LI'I'KHSOX.
Colusa County, January 10th.

A DEARTH OF TALENT.
Police Court Prisoner* Who Couldn't

Find Their Lawyers.
In the Police Court yesterday morning,

owing to a notable scarcity of counsel, all
the cases coming up were continued.

Frank Bogart, charged with battery
upon the conductor of a Third and P-
street electric car, had his case again con-
tinued until Saturday.

On Tuesday George Smith and Charles
Johnson, who were implicated with Bo-
gart in the car trouble, were arrestad and
they were arraigned yesterday, Smith
being charged with battery and Johnson-
with assault with a deadly weapon.

They stated they expected counsel to
como in their defease, but the lawyer en-
gaged did not appear. They then asked
until Saturday, and the cases woro set for
Saturday next.

Henri Lagiere, charged with grand
larceny, In having robbed August Sesa-
tnot of $136, while they were rooming to-gether at tho Colombo House, also ex-

-1 his counsel, but no attorney for
him materialized. At his request be was
given until this morning to arrange his

.se.
i. J. ("Yorkey") Monaghau, charged

with the robbery of Mrs. B. U. Hyden
at the depot, was arraigned. lie also bad
Bent forcounsel and witnesses who were
not on iiand, and ho was granted a con-
tinuance until to-day.

A NEW COMPANY.
The Frooport Telegraph and Telephone

company Incorporate i.
Articles of incorporation of the Free-

port Telegraph and Telephone Company
of Freeport, Sacramento County, were

filed in the Secretary of State's officeyes-
terday.

The company has a capital stock of
$40,000, and numbers among its subscrib-
ers a large number of residents of the
county.

1ts purposes are stated tobe topurchase,
construct, maintain and operate a tele-
phone and telegraph line from Sacra-
mento to Freeport and thence down the
Sacramento Liver to Richland; thence to
Cotirtland; thence to Painterville; thence
to Walnut Grove: thence to Isleton;
thence, following the bank of the river in
said county, to a point opposite the town
of Rio Vista, in Solano County.

Also, commencing a branch line at a
point on the main line in Sacramento

iCounty opposite Clarksburg and extend
the same across the Sacramento River to
Clarksburg, in Yolo County; thence

! down on the west bank of the river on
Sutter Island to Steamboat _lough; thence
across Steamboat Slough to Grand Island;

1 thence down the east bank of Steamboat
i Slough and encircling Grand Island.

Also, branch lines to Sutter and Kyer
Islands to the towns of Franklin, Wal-
nut Grove, anil to the town of New Hope,
San Joaquin County.

The lilies in aggregate length to be
about eighty-eight miles.

'Ihe Directors are as follows: D. T. Luf-
kins, H. T. Lulkius,.. kunsting, Geo.
Lawlor, J. G, Hite and H. T. Huggius.

NEW RAILROAD.
A Company Incorporated to Build

From Fresno to Monterey.

Articles of incorporation of the Mon-
teroy and Fresno Railroad Company were
filed in the oiliceof the Secretary of State
yesterday. Capital stock,
Principal place of business, Fresno,
Fresno County.

Tho company proposes to construct,
equip and operate 150 miles of statulard-
gauge railroad in the counties of Mon-
terey, San Benito and Fresno, commenc-
ing at a convenient point on Monterey Bay
and thence in a general easterly and
southerly direction.

Directors—A. W. Jones, C. L. Walter,
Alex Gordon, 11. A. Greene, W. J. Hill,
W. Palmtag and Thomas Flint.

SUPERIOR COURT.
Department One—Cntlln. Presiding:.

WiruNi shay, January 18th.
People vs. Minnie Tobin—Continued in-

definitely.
Department Two—Prewett, Prcaldlne.

Wkd.esdat, January isth.
People vs. H. J. Palmer—On trial.

A Curio for the Museum.
J. M. Fulweiler of Auburn has an-

nounced his intention of presenting to
the Museum Association a very iino spe-
cimen of petrified wood which was taken
from the Mauzauita mine at Nevada City
about fifteen years ago. It is about four
inches square anil three feet long, being
the fork of an oak tree, and containing
the gnarl which marks the division, with
its curled grain very distinctly and beau-
tifullymarked. It will be a decided ac-
quisition to the collection in the museum.

The Palmer Murder Case.

In the case of H. J. Palmer, for the
murder ofCharles W. Phleger, on trial in
the Superior Court, all of yesterday
was consumed in endeavoring to se-
cure a jury. The first special venire of
forty talesmen was exhausted and only
five jurors secured: C. '/.. Broekway,
John Watt, B, H. Jackman, J. H. Koo
and M. Tausey.

Commissioner ofDeeds.
Thomas Kilvert of New York was yes-

terday appointed a Commissioner of
Deeds for California by the Governor.

Berlin Cough Cure.
For coughs and colds and all lung and

throat affections this article has superioi
merit. It is perfectly harmless, gives im-
mediate relief, and cures the worst cases
in from two to threo days. Indorsed by
our best physicians. Try a bottle andyou willalways keep it. Price, 50 cents
a bottle.

C. C. Liniment, the best remedy for
aches and pains.

Compound Sulphur Powder, the most !
perfect laxative and cathartic known. ;
Gives instnnt relief in cases of constipa- '\u25a0\u25a0

\u25a0tion, indigestion, piles, biliousness, liver I
! troubles, rheumatism, gravel, etc., etc. i
! A great blood purifier and pleasant to the
i taste. The W. H. Bone Company, San i
Francisco, sole proprietors. Kirk, Geary
A Co.. Sacramento, sole agents.
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O-ST-BJ EXJOYS
Both the method and results when
Syrup of Figs is taken; it is pleasant
and refreshing to the taste, and acts
fently yet promptly on the Kidneys,

aver and Bowels, cleanses the sys-
tem effectually, di?pcls colds, head-
aches and fevers and cures habitual
constipation. Syrup of Figs is the
only remedy of its kind ever pro-
duced, pleasing to the taste and ac-
ctj.table to the stomach, prompt in
its action and truly beneficial in its
effects, prepared only from the most
healthy and agreeable substances, its
many excellent qualities commend it
to all and have made it the most
popular remedy known.

Syrup of Figs is for sale in 50c
and 81 bottles by all leading drug-
gists. Any reliable druggist who
may not have it on hand will pro-
cure it promptly for any one who
wishes to try it Do not accept any
substitute.

CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO.
_•/_..- SAN FRANCISCO. CAL.Rasmus, «n_f (i-utw&t&i*

MAPLE SYRUP.
THE FAMOUS

Log Cabin Brand
One Gallon Cans $i 25
Half-Gallon Cans 65
Quarter-Gallon Cans.... 38
Pint Cans, 20

DMIT\w
CASH GROCERS,

Northeast Corner Eighth and J Streets,

SACRAMENTO. CAL.

J * Ofioi»S FSOM THE COUHTRY PROMPT-/ «___> 'Jj
»t fir- -1 -_-, -r - |-i,|-ariTi_..i Tm-ii-M- ~ g-"-—-— -i- -—-r —I

When you ask your gro-
cer for Java, he does not

offer you Maracaibo and say
it is "just as good."

When you ask your drug-
gist for Scott's Emulsion of
cod-liver oil, if he is honest,

he will not try to sell you
something "just as good."

Why do you want it ? The
answer is in a book on care-
ful living ; we send it free.

Scott &Bowks. Chemists, 133 South sth Avenue,
New York.

Your druggist keeps Scott's Emulsion ofcod-liver
oil—all druggi»u everywhere do. fi.

WE WILL HAVE ON SALE SOME SPECIAL LINES OF

Cold Weather Goods!
Here we have two lines of GRAY BLANKETS, which will go at

these low paces:

6K-pound California Gray Wool Blan-
kets, fancy border, soft and well-
finished, $3 45.

Another line a little heavier and larger,
weighing 7 pounds, Gray Wool
Blanket, fancy check borders, $3 48.

One lot of Comforters, good sizes, for
double beds, turkey red one side and
fancy chintz the other, for 78c.

Another lot of extra good ones. These
Comforters are worth $1 25. Large-
size, extra-heavy plain turkey red one
side and large fancy figured twilled
chintz the other. Sale price, $1 15.

Do you wish a Napkin that will be of
some service to you ? Come and see
those Pure Irish Linen Napkins, 20
inches square, narrow fancy border,
selling for $1 25 per dozen.

Extra quality of Amoskeag Teazle Cloth
Suitings, in neat pattern of broken
plaids, 27 inches wide. These are a
new fabric resembling domet, has a
good body, is strong and well
adapted for children's -wear. Price,
10c per yard.

TO-DAY we have a fine line of Double-
width Fancy Striped Serge Suitings,
a handsome fabric for winter wear.
They come in many different shades
of dark and medium colors. The
price willbe to-day 20e per yard.

3Z^ Hard at work preparing for our Winter
Clearing Sale, when it takes in all classes of
goods. Look out for it, prepare for it.

RED 'HOUSE.
BIG REDUCTION IN WALL PAPER

FOX THE NEXT SIXTY D.VYrS AT

G H. KREBS I CO.S TEMPORARY STORE,
626 J Street.

tEhe gtntev-QJccan an2> y&ctMix %lnioju

ie v_Wm\
The Chicago Inter-Ocean

AND

The Weekly Union!
BOTH ONLY 2 A YEAR.

SACRAMENTO LUMBER COMPANY,^_^_____^
MAIN OFFICE—S«oo_- ttreet. Land U. YABD—Front and R itreati. Sacrament*

\ / /"\ \] j \/ TO LOAN on Watches, Diamonds and Jewelry. Auc-
l\/I( I \l I" V lion every ev«nin 8- I'nredeetned pledges. UNCLE IKE'SIV 1 \^/ i N

___
1 COLLATERAL LOAI OFFICE, 302 X St.. Sacramento. Cal.

JtHeccUaitecws.

GAS ENGINES!
The latest and best invention

for Pumping, Spraying Fruit
Trees, Running All Kinds of
Machinery, Electric Light
Plants, etc.

TATUMOOWEN,
84 and 36 Fremont Street.

SAN FRANCISCO. CAL

gWllllll.»l«MIMIMM * H»»_.»»

RECULATE THE
STOMACH, LIVER AND BOWELS,

AKT>

PURIFY THE BLOOD.
A RELIABLE REMEDY FOR

ledlffettton, Blltom-nrM, Ilea'flrhc, Camti-•alios, Ojapepula, I'hr»n!c Liver Troubles,
Dlxslne**, Hw\ (uwplnlun, D7.ter.trr7,
_)_Tou-lr« Breath, mid all disorder* ef tbe
bioiuft-fa. Liver and Bowel*.

Ripani Tabulea contain nothing" Injnrlotiv to ;
the tnn_t delicate constitution. Pleasant to take,
•life, effectual. GWe Immediate relief.

Sold by uruggizU. Atrial bottle scot bynull
on _r_cei.pt of 15 cent*. Address

THE RIPANS CHEMICAL CO.
» SPKUCE STREET, MW YORK CITT.

CURE YOURSELF
r_iy.iic._. not-iee.)., I~.ii(r|__!_r-cnri(-,._,,. rnrr
to-nfl>rer. a ?r. rnpt.perm.n.nt cure for LOST 11. LU
TITAUTY, VlKli01 KUI, RBTOCB OEHIUIT. UIaSIOX.

KTU Enlar^fm.nt _-rt-.tn. Address with j«fan.p. :
ti. _, XCFP-LB. Sporume&'a Gecdi. Jtiutkall. HIbU.

?..ttJ>crtah-;r-..

J. FRANK CLARK,
UNDERTAKING PARLORS,

-.017-1018 Fourth -t.. r-urramento.

EMBALMING A SPECIALTY. GEC-UGH
IICLAHK, lui-cral Director and Countr

No. 134.

W. J. KAVAXAUGH, Undertaker,
No. r,i:; jst.. b.-t. Fifth and Sixth.

* LWAVS ON HAND ALAKGK ASSORT.. \ matt of Metallic and Wooden Caskets.
r'urial Cases. Coffin* and Slirouds furnished.• Sofflo orders wiM raociTa prompt attention oashort notice and at the lowest rates. Em-balming: v specialty. uiTics open clay andnight. Telephone No. 305.

JOHN MILLER"
(Soccesaor to Fritz 4 Miller),

j UNDERTAKING PARLORS,
I Qf\X X STREET (ODD FELOWB" TEM-
.'v'.) pie). A oomplete stocit or -nderaklng

; Goo-is always or. hand. EMBALMING A
| SPECIALTY. L:l-phone No. 186.

___=_.

CHAS. FLOhR,
IAO_ SJ-XTH.STREET, IM-.^.^ _*
\\J4rr porter and dealer in Fine T^-__i_-W^

Rifles and Pistols. _M___
rn-hrt"' IniperiaJ __W^V^i_.

rrrithini- given prompt atten-
tion. Repairing of all kinds neatly done and
warranted.

Sportsmen's Headquarters. >d__*f
ITESEY ECKHART. JIA.VIJ.
ll fucturer and Importer of
rinris. Rifle* Pistols, Fishlngflr If, and sport.ng Materials of eTery de-r.ription. (inns choke-bored, stocks bent and

ng on guns and rifles a specialty Ptnd
lor price-list. No. 523 X street. Sacramento.

FOR COlGHril'loiDS— USE

Hammer's Glycerole of Tar.
4.01 X BTIIKET. (NIOHT OLEBJU

/


