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FIRE DISASTER.

One of the Most Appalling
in American History.

i

DESOLATION ON EVERY HAND.

Flourisliing Towns Completely Eaten
Up by the Flames.

ALMOST THE LAND IS DEVOURED.

Nearly a Quarter of the Popula-
tion Burned to Death.

THE LOSS OF PROPERTY UP IN
THE MILLIONS.

Destitute IJolnjz Temporarily Cared

for by Citizens of Nelghborlnc:

Towns —Aid Appealed For—Forest

Firos llnglng In "Wisconsin and

Pennsylvania, but No JLoss of Lifo

Reported.

hppoiftl to the Recoup-Uniov.

St. Pail, Sept 3.—Later details simply
confirm the reports received yesterday as
to the magnitude of the Hiuekley dis-
aster. The most conservative estimates
of deaths in the six towns of Pine County
is 3<>2, and from that figure up to 1,000.

Although the exact number of dead
"will never be kuown, enough is known
to make this one of the most appalling
disasters in American history. More
have perished, but never so many in so
terrible a manner.

As to the property loss, all thought has
been of death, and few could be made to

talk about their business losses. It was

probable the loss at and around Hinckley
Millexceed $2,000,000, although no careful
estimates havG yet been made, nor can
they bo made where all papers and rec-

ords have cone up in the same llames
that so quickly devoured all the houses,
the vegetation and almost the land in a
large section of Pino County.

Kains to-day cleared the air somewhat
from smoke, but were not heavy enough
to entirely quench the lires, which would
break out on the slightest provocation if
they had aught to feed on.

Of the fires across in Wisconsin, less is
known bore up to midnight, but there
has been no loss of lifereported, and it is
hoped that it is over. Notwithstanding j
to-day?s shower, however, the grain is
dry and parched, and all vegetation is so
dry it would ignite easily, and would
burn with horrible rapidity.

DEATH a:XD DESTRUCTION.

Awful Scenes Which Mot tho Eye in
the Uurned Districts.

St. Paul, Sept. 3.—A Pine City special
to the Pioneer Press says: Words cannot
tell the story of death and destruction
that is revealed to the traveler in the St.
Paul and Duhith relief train from Mis-
sion Creek to two miles above the little
town of Miller, or .sandstone Junction, j
Tho awfulness of the desolatiou which
ptrikes upon the sye of the observer as he
reaches the camp which was once tho j
town of Hinckley is still more strongly !
impressed upon the mind as he journeys !
northward. This morning tho smoke had Jlifted, revealing a landscape bare and j
black, the few standing trees being
charred to a bight of forty feet, while the
ground was of that peculiar lint of brown
fiand mixed with gunpowder, for the
grass had been burned even to the roots.
Here and there in the bleak and dreary
stretches of country, in what is now a
great lone land, was seen the body of a
deer, whose fleet feet had not been able to
outrun the ilames, or of a human being
\u25a0who had been absolutely powerless
against the grim destroyer.

A Pioneer Press man accompanied
Judge Nithaway of Stillwater and the
members of a relief party which started
on a handcar loaded with provisions
to relieve the people of Sandstone, who
were reported in great distress. Two
miles above Hinckley they found lying
by the trunk of a tree the body of a niau

which was evidently that of a lumber-
man. The party proceeded as far as
skunk Lake, where the Duluth limited
train was burned. Hero they found
Kngiueer Williams in charge of a gang of
men rebuilding tho burned bridges.
.From them it was learned that the people
living at Sandstone had beeu taken to
Dulutfa by special trains on Sunday
night, and their pressing necessities re-
lieved, so the help from Pine City was
not needed.

Th9party therefore resolved itself into
one of search for bodies of victims of the
disaster. The house of John Kobinson
was near Skunk Lake in the edge of the
\u25a0woods, and the family sought refuge in tho
cellar. Tiiere was no escape from the
fire, and the party found the bodies of
John Kobinson aud Lis wife and Mary,
their eldest daughter, and two small chil-
dren. All the clothing was burned irom
the bodies, but tho victims had evidently
been suffocated before the flames reached
them. The hands of the eldest daughter
were uplifted with palms together, in an
attitude of prayer.

Within tiOO yards of the spot where
Engineer Root stopped his train was a
long trench running from the little body

j of water, which proved a place of safety
j lor the passengers on the limited, to a
| Bwainp on the lake. Following along
this trench, the party came upon the par-
tially clothed body of a man, who in per-
sonal appearance corresponded to the de-
scription ot General Passenger and
Freight Agent Rowley of tho Uuluth and

I Winnipeg Railway. An examination of
the dead man's shirt showed tne name of
Kowley, and it is supposed he was a pas-
fcengeron the limited, and in taking to
the ditch expected to reach the lake.

Other bodies found by tho party were
those of a man ami woman who hud evi-
dently Jled from a farm-house near by
and the bodies of two men who are sup-
posed to have been passengers on the
burned train.

The latest verified reports of the num-
ber of dead do not materially alter a
former estimate. In fact, that estimate is
proving remarkably exact, considering
the confusion of tho first day. <)no ele-
ment thai makes close figuring very dim-
cult is the fact that bodies seen "in tho

j woods and along the track are not infre-
| quenlly reported to two points mud stfhtoul
from each as among its dead. Tiien, too,
the tendency of the occasion, bad ;is it i*.
is toward exaggeration. However, elimi-
nating those doubtful elements as far as
possible from its approximation, the Pio-
neer Press is convinced that t lie total is as
nearly correct as possible. Tiie number
of dead at jlinckley is place:! at 2i "\u25a0). The
Pioneer Press correspondent lia \u25a0 actually
counted l'.t-i of these, and the aiargiu al-
lowed is about ail that is necessary. Tue
figures are as follows :

Hinckley 200.
Saodston<
Miller 12.
Between Skunk Lake and Miller 12.
l'okegaina _>>.

In lumber camps and scattering, esti-
mated, 50.

Total, :;<;}.

The fallowing is tho list ofknown dead
at iiinckley, partially identified as iar as
knuwn at a late hour to-night: Mr. and
Mrs. Abbey and two children, Mrs. Dan
Donahue and threo children, John Wes-
lund and child, Mr. and Mrs. John

j Rodger! and three children, Mr. and
Mrs. Mike Curry aud boy, Sherman,
Paul Leske, Mrs. Mclver and four chil-
dren, Thomas Dunn, Mrs. Blanc-hard and
two children, Mrs. Martin Mackintosh
aud four children,- Alox Hanson ami
mother, Mrs. Catharine Grissinger, Col-
lie Griseinger, aged (i; Mabel Grissingor,
aged 3; Mr. and Mrs. William Gindor
and two boys, Winifred Gindor, aged i>;
C. G. Audersou, Mrs. Hans Paulson and
four children, Henry Hanson, Emily
Anderson, Nels Kobortson, wifeand two
children, Mary Kobinson. Otto Kowley
of Uuluth, Israel S-hurinski of Chicago,
E. Kickelson of Minneapolis, David Kane

j ofKock Creek, Mr. aud Mrs. John Best,
George Best, aged 22: Fred Best, a^ed 23:
Will Best, aged 21; Bertha Best, aged 17;
Victor Best, aged 8; Mrs. Annie Woigol,
Minnie W oigel, aged 3; Miss Annie
Truttman, aged 28, of Diamond Bluff,

' Wis.; Dr. Kel coy of New Brighton, M.
K. Lamberson, William Nesbitt, Mr.
and Mrs. John Burke and two children.
Mr. aud Mrs. Reynolds and two chil-
dren, Jim Bean, Hans alattiaon, Sandy
Henderson of Pino City, John Jlendor-
son of Pine City, Thomas Jones, Charles i
Hanson, Dennis Kiloy, John Anderson, |
wile and two children, Peter Robertson,
Louis Nelson. Emtma Dolan, Belle
O'Brien, Mrs. Cosiigand threo children,
William Piunor, Patrick Murphy, Henry
Hoffman and wife of Sandstone, Mrs.
John McNamara aud one child.

Yardmaster Dave Williams of Duluth
has proved himself a hero. He is tiie
man who grasped the situation, acted on
his own knowledge, and promptly re-
lieved the people of Sandstone. Jlo re-
ceived a message frem Miller last night,
which said: ''There are ISO people at
Sandstone without food or shelter. For
God's sake get them out of there."

Within an incredible short time
an engine in charge of \";>.rdmaster
Williams was on the way to Sandstone.
Tho entire road after the burned district
was reached was patroled, and the engine
kept up a continual whistling so that any
persona who might be near tho track
would come at once to the track.

"When the train arrived at Sandstone
Junction, or Miller, as it is generally
called, it was met by nearly the entire
population of Sandstone and Miller.
The depot platform at Millor had been
burned, and there was not a house leit
standing anywhere in view. About 170
people were taken aboard, aud a messeu- \
ger was sent to Sandstone which in-
lorined the people of the arrival of ths re-
lief. Very few remained, and they were
those with loved ones lying dead. No
one was uuruod seriously who was nut
fatally injured. Tuere was no attempt to
caro for the dead who were scattered
through tho streets ol the town. Every- I
thing inflammable at Sandstone was do- j
suoyed, and to-day's investigation i
brought the number of the dead at that
place up to 62, with 21 more missing.

Mr. Webster, the lather 'it Mayor Lee
Webster of this town, was among tUo
dead, aud this afternoon Mr. Webster
went to Sandstone to bury his lather and
mother. The scene at Sandstone as de-
scribed by Mr. Webster was heart-rend-
ing. The streets of the town were only
lines of sand between heaps of ashes.
Within these lines lay forty Dodies, scat- j
tered at random, and twenty-two more j
were found afterward in tho outskirts of I
town and along the hollows and marshes i
toward the river bank. The bniies were j
iying exposed to the sun and rain alike, j
and were rapidly decomposing;. They j
were Identified as far as possible, aud will
be buried \o-morrow.The Duluth people are lo< Icing after the 'care and the relief of the people on the
line north of Hinckley. They are doing
their work well, and will see that no'one j
of the living is allowed to sufkr.for food
or clothing.

One marvelous circumstance of the oc-
casion is the escape Of ao many cattle
aud horses. Many were absolutely un-
scathed, though no one can tell how they
escaped the ordeal of fire. Others were
pitifully burned, aud steps are already |
x>eing taken to put thorn out of their |
misery. A squad of militiamen went out j
aud killed an ox this afternoon. The ani-
mals were without food until late this
afternoon, when the relief train broueht
up some hay. The cows were in groat
suffering, not having been milked for two
days. To-morrow morning the carcasses
ot "the dead animals, which are becoming
very offensive, will be put out of the way
by burial or burning.

In the afternoon, following the rain, a
strong breeze swept up from the soutn,
and soon the flames which had been
quenched to smoldering ushea by the
showers were again tanned to a bla/.o and
hundreds of columns of smoke began to
ascend from the woods. The fire willnot i
be out for many days, unless there are
heavy raius, but there is no danger, as
the underbrush is burned out dean, and
there is no possibility of any spread.

The intensity and insatiability of the
lire can be seen from the fact, that coruu- j
roy tills, where the logs were buried I
under several feet of earth, are entirety
eaten oat, the iiregainingits way through
under the entire width of the log.

No oue oi the citizen 9of Pine City who I

volunteered their aid in tho work of re-
; liefdid more than I. <.i. Weber, lie took
: entire charge ol the work at tiie cemetery,
I and kept at the hideous work until all
that could be done had been accom-
plished. Not until nightfall was his labor
over, and during thai time had a succes-
sion of relays ol men uuder iiim, lor many
Sickened and had to give it up. The work
progressed slower than need have been

1 had Mr. Weber's force been adequate, as
i it is,sixty-four unideutifiod were interred

in trenches, fifty-six were put in boxes
and thirteen were buried by their friends,

Pking
a total of 134 bodies handled at

cemetery. .Mr. Weber says ho lias re-
ts of iifty-ono bodies already for
ial to-morrow, and this number will
\v every hour. Tije bodies found after

tomorrow will have to be buried where
; found, as they will be too badly decom-

I (feed for removal.
A. L. Brown, Master of Transporta-

j tion, had bt en busy since tho tho in ban-. diing ttio relief trains from .St. Paul and
between Pine City and Hinokley. lie

'. now began a systematic attempt to
; straighten out the- crooked rails, buildI bridge* and repair eulveits and replace
; tho burned lies, of which there were lit-
j Brally thousands. With tho work train

i and an efficient crew Mr. Brown rebuilt
I the burned bridge over thu Grindstone
: ftiver hi tiinckley.

In tho meantime Yardmasier Williams
of the Dnitith yards had a work traiu
pushing its way down toward the center
oj the difficulty, which was at tin- spot
where Engineer Koot stopped the Dulutn
limitedon Saturday. 15y noon the crow
ol Yardmaster Williams, the man whn
relieved the sufferers at Sandstone, bad| pushed down to tbis point and liad the
track in working order Lo the bridge
wrhiou was burned. Iho force w;is :i large
o:i<;, and in a couple of hours the bridge
v. :is limit and the bi;r en^ino of the lim-
itsii, which had been left on the track,
\u25a0\as poshed down to llinckloy. The ten-
der ol tue limitedengine was tipped »>ti
tno track, as it was wrecked beyond re-

I pair.
At5:25 tho two work trains mot, and at

i) o'clock to-night the hue was open from
.st. Paul to Duiuth. the regular Dulutn
train passing limckley about 7 o'clock,
somewhat behind tune, but runuing
without mishap.

During the afternoon, at Pino City tho
arrangements for systematic Aid was
taken in hand i<y H. 11. Hart of the
Board of Cnarities. On the afternoon
train arrived the committee appointed by
the citizens ofMinneapolis. A resolution
was submitted to the gentlemen for their
approval. The report contains an esti-
mate of the population of the burned
towns, as follows :

Hiuokley, 1,000.
Sandstone, 300.
Mission Creek, 100.
Pokegama, H-J.
Partridge, 100.
From this number about 100 are to bo

deducted as dead, and with a further de-
duction of those able to help themselves,
loaves about 800 to be relieved In various
ways. Contributions of transportation,
money, clothing and household utensils
and lumber are wanted. The latter are

I from all grades. The contributions wiil
: be recommended in all the churches next
Sunday. No particular effort will be
made to force a large subscription, but

j tho generosity of the people will be al-
lowed to show itself in natural chan-
nels.

The following physicians accompanied
tho Minneapolis party: Doctors C. 11 ig-
L.cc, Fitzgerald, Mooro, McDonald, Leop-
ort, Norton of Minneapolis and Perkins
Of Excelsior. Their services were in
great demand, and the hospital patients
received ihe greatest ol care.

It is the intention to start out searching
parties in all directions to find the scat-
tered dead, and physicians will accom-
pany them. The committee proper will
leave for Minneapolis on the early morn-
ing train, and a citizens' meeting will be
called at 8 o'clock iv tho afternoon, to
which they will report.

HIXcKLEY IN ftTJOtS.
Only Two or Throe IJuiiditius Left

Standing*
Hixckley (Minn.), Sept. 3.—A gentle

rain fell to-day and quenched the burn-
ing embers of the immense forest, lires
that did so much damage to this city.
The blackened ruins of two or three
buildings are all that remains standing oi
the once prosperous town of Hinckley,
with 1,700 people and its busy railroad
and lumbering interests. The town is a
junction point of the St. Paul and lmluth
and Eastern Railway, Minn., and both
those roads havo suffered losses that can-
not be now estimated, while tho loss to
the limber interest is something beyond
computation. This is to-day a place of
mourning, and the burial of the charred
and unrecognisable bodies of hundreds of
victims has saddened iho survivors even
more than the disaster itself.

Tho lire was so overwhelming in its in-
tensity tbat none in.the lirst terror of the
moment could realise how great was the
loss. Each was so intoul on saving b,s
own life that little thought was given to
the disaster in general by the most, al-
though many cases of unsellisk heroism
havo been reported.

Tho bodies thusiarrecovered havo been
placed in rough pine boxes for burial, and
the majority were buried without the
knowledge of their identity. The wires
that were down this si<io of Pino City
have been so far put in shape that ihe
Associated Press operator is able to send
his report as ho sits on an empty keg in
tho open air, there being no shelter of any
kind in town. Most of the survivors
wont to Pino city yesterday ior food and
shelter and the women and children are
still there, but many men have returned
to their ruined homes to see if by any
possibility anything remaius.

Engineer Root, whose galiant conduct
with his train is on the tougue of every-
body when Jie tiro is mentioned, was
taken to his home at White Bear. Physi-
cians hope he may recover, although in-
haling the hot fumes of smoke and air
may prove too much for him. The glass
in the cab windows broko aui he was
badly cut about the head, while his
clothes were nearly burned from his
body. One piece of gi;iss iaid hare his
jugular, and it seems miraculous that he
escaped alive. His only (nought was i"i
the safety of bis passengers. He said in
reply to tho remark that he had become
the hero of the country, "i only did my
duty."

A train on llio Eastern Minnesota was
ditched near Pokegama, a short distance
west oi Iliuckley, but the passengers all
escaped. The train was probably burned
after the passengers aud crew escaped,
although no delinite news was received.

No trains are running to-day. All the
bridges have burned and in some places
the track is useless. The rails are twisted
cut of shape and tho ties burned.

Only one additional body has been
found at this place this morning, and it is
likely that the dead here will not exceed
290, the figure given last night.

All the bodies will be buried to-day, as
it will be impossiblo to keep them a^y
longer. A call has been sent to Twin
Cities for more shovels aud men to bury
the dead, and they will get here on relief
trains during the afternoon.

APPEARANCE OF DESOLATION.
Corpses of Men. Women and Children

lAo in Indiscriminate Reaps.
Hixrivi.KV,Sept. 3.—The visible situa-

tion has not materially improved over
night Thirty or forty caskets and boxes
with their gruesome contents still lie
along the track where they were placed
last uight. No attempt bad been made to
dress or embalm the bodies, and they
were already growing very offensive.
Fortunately the day was cool aud cloudy
and grateful showers fell at intervals
daring the forenoon. I'ndertaker J. I>.
Donnelly of St. Paul advised that the;
bodies be put under earth as rapidly as j
possible. Every attempt at identification
iiad been exhausted, uut in the little \u25a0

cemetery a mila eaat of town was a scene I

which words are absolutely powerless to
describe. At best tue little spot would be

jas dreary as could be well imagined.
i There were only a lew little, sandy, un--1 sodden mounds before. Now, with

blackened, lire-scarred stumps and fallen
| trunks of trees all about, it presents an
appearance of desolation hard to describe.
In thi center, in an indiscriminate heap,
lay more thau ninety corpses of meu.
women and children. Home wore burned
to a crisp, others only browned with me
iie-ii, and none with a lragment ol" cloth-
ing larger than a man's hand to conceal
their awful nakedness. Some wore mere

I trunks, the extremities having been
burned off. From cracked abdomens the
intestines were protruding. Skulls were
burned and brains were escaping, and all
the corpses were twisted and cramped.

A force ol men were quickly at work
digging a shallow trench. The sand; - >i]

I was as hard as flint It had been baked
to a crust by weeks of drought and al-

I most solidified by tiro; The work pro-
: greased slowly. Oil In a corner ol the
clearing smaller graves were being dug
for .Mrs. William Grisinger and her two
baby girls, Caroline, aged 6, and Mabel,
aged a. The husband and father had
recognized them in the ghastly heap.

i Another grave was for the Best family,
numbers make their destruction a

notable event at tins timo of death. John
B ist, .ir., was digging a pit, wltb thefriendly assistance of two neighbors.
Laid in a row, docentiy covered, were
the bodies of -John ilast, fcSr., Mrs. Best
and Bertha and Fred Host, Mrs. Auuiew eieei. married dai ghter, and her three-
year-old daughter Minnie, Mrs.
Trutniau of Diamond Bluttj Wis., a vis-

i -•;, and Victor iiest, aged s.
The oilier sons (George, aged '- .
Willie, aged :Mj arc certainly dead. And
ol this whole family of throe generations
only the sorrowing grave-digger and
wile and child, who t ;<>k refuge in a
dug-out, are loft. They all lived to-
gether about two miles southeast of
Hiuckley.

The only other corpses recognized were
Charles Anderson, Cashier of the bank;
Mrs. William «Jinder and her daughter
Wiufred, aged <>.

Enough rough boxes were knocked to-
gether to contain more bodies, and they
wore laid away under the sand, but not
before other bodies began to come in.

In the swamp across the Grindstone,
whore these corpses were found, there
were about thirty-five others, which were
brought in this morning, making a total
of upward of 130 dead in a space offour
or live acres.

Down near the river was found the
body of Thomas Dunn, the operator at
llinckioy. buan stuck to his keys until
the depot was bnrnigg overhead. " Up the
St. Paul auu Dulut't right-of-way "were
found three or four i ore bodies.

Among those wl;< perished north of
town was K. E. Rrckettson of Minne-
apolis, who was here visiting his son. He
was out in a wagor with Dave Kano of

Bk
< reeiv, also a v.sitor here, and both

shed, though their horses escapee}.
liv busiest point at iiinckloy was thedelated Press telegrapb office. Itwas
much of an office, but it sulliced to

c the public with the only press re-
ports sent out of ilinckley to-day. The
wires were brought down to a burned
stump of a pole. A dry goods box fur-
nished the operator with a desk, and a
cracker box made him a comfortable
seat. A burned railroad spiko hold down
the copy from the brisk breeze. A rough
board, one end resting on the operator's
table and the other on a milk can, fur-

i nished the Assoeiatod Press correspond-
ent his desk, and his seat was a beer keg.
Here, under these circumstances, was
prepared and sent the story o; the day in
this stricken town. An occasional, shower blurred the copy, but it was rap-
idly led to the eager wire, despite the
disuoiutiture of the occasion.

The Associated l'ress correspondent
took a five-mile tram o through the woods
to the north .; Awn this morning
through a scene of desolation winch
rarely falls before the eye ol man. Tho
country is absolutely swept clean. There
is but one sottler's house left standing
within an unknown radius of miles. It
is that of Miller Bean, on the edge of the
river, three miles oast of town. Jt was a
new house and very substantial. Beau
and other neighbors fought tho lire until
they had to abandon it. They put thewomen and children into tho water, cov-
ering their heads with clothes, kept wet

| by dashing water over them, and when
the fire had passed they came out unhurt
and were much surprised to lind the
building standing.

This morning when the Associated
Press correspondent entered the clearing
a house dog barked savagely and tho
joosters crowed as loudly as if they had
not come Within an ace of death/ The
handcar party which went north this
morning has just returned. It met tho
iHiluth construction train eight miles up
the track with word that Duluth had fur-
nished the necessary relief at Sandstone
and Miller. They accordingly turned
back and on tho way located eleven bod-
ies, swelling the total of thoso found I
along the Duluth tracks between Hinck-
loy and Skunk Lake to about fifty. One
of them was recoguizeu as Otto Itowley
of Duluth, Freight Agent of the Duluth
and Winnipeg, lie was a passenger on |
the Limited South on Saturday and had
loft the main body of passengers and ref-
ugees running backward to the/lake. I
ilis body was Identified by his name on j
his collar. On another body, evidently
that of another passenger, was found a
letter addressed to Israel Schrulstoin,
Chicago, and a charred business card
bearing tho same name. Three others
of the bodies wore probably those of
passengers on the ill-fated train. Another
was a young man, a splendid specimen
ofphysical manhood, and from his cloth-
ing and high-laced boots apparently a
prospector or cruiser. The*other five
were the family of a settler named John
Robinson. Above .Skunk Lake the work
train reported twelve bodies on tho right
ofway, presumably settlers.

In retrospection, the most sorrowful
feature of the terrible fatality at Hinck-I
ley is the thought that had the situation
been realized In time not a single life I
among tho residents of tho town need
have been lost. The (ireat Northern i
gravel pit, where only a hundred sought ]
safety, is about ten acres In exteut, broad i
enough and long enough and deep I
enough to have sheltered every soul in IHinckley with tiieir domestic animals, i
There is a pool of water of considerable
depth. Tho banks are bare of grass or
shrubbery, and there was no Inflam-
mable material on the side from which
tho lire came. Those Who did seek to
pass the course of their imprisonment
had comparative comfort.

This morning a company of regulars,
under command of Captain Hall and
Colonel McCoy, and an army surgeon
came in from St. Paul. They brought
some tents, but finding that Adjutaut-
(Jenoral Mahlburg bad sent up ibO State
tents, the regulars turned in and put Up
fiftyof them for the refugees. The local
physician was played out, and there was
an abundance of work lor the army sur-
geon. A portion of the tents will bo put
up at Uinckley.

OTIIIWBELMXD WITII GRIEF.
Provisions Betas Seni to the Destl-

tuto People.

Pine City (Minn.), Sept. 3.—After the
deluge a reaction has come at Hinckley.
Tho excitement which buoyed up so
many survivors, even in the face of the
fact that many relatives and friends had
perished in the tiery flood, has passed
away and a dull grief has taken its place.
The uninjured refugees at Pine City stand
around in little knots and discuss the in-
cidents of the catastrophe in awe-stricken
tones.

The hospital patients demanded con-
tinued attention of tho physicians ail
ni^ht, and the oniy druggist in Pine City
was kept busy until daylight tilling pre-
scriptions and supplyinglotions, for most I
of the injuries were burns more or less !
serious. Jiy morning ail were in a state!
of comparative comfort.

Among the citizens of Pine City who |

opened their hearts, homes and public
buildings to the stricken neighbor* all
was bustle and activity. Coffee with plain
fare was served to all coiners. The Court-
house, school-house and many private
homes were thrown open. /
||Kvery blauket in town was called into

: service. Before daylight arrangements
for the relief of the destitute were takeu
up where they were dropped at midnight.

Before 7 o'clock a construction train
loaded with bridge material for repairing
the bridge across Sandstone Kiver at
Hinckloy (tame up from Rush City. A
couple of hundred loaves of bread and
other light provisions wore olacod on
board.

Aparty of laborers to dig graves and
j inter me bodies were collected and the

I train proceeded into the burned country.
\u25a0 At Hir.ckley provisions were loaded on
lo a handcar and a start was mado across
v shaky bridge 10 Miller.

Prow -Miller they expect to work e.i6t
from Sandstone, about five miles acro*s

| the country on the Eastern Minnesota
Railway, where there :vre between foriy-
ftve and fiftydead and a couple of hun-
dred living, who were saved iv Kettle
River and in the great sandstone quar-

i ries.
| About 11 o'clock the bridge was sulli-

eientiy repaired to admit of the pa-
<>! the train and ongine, and a freigi.'

! and caboose with a plentiful supply of
I lood and a meaner store of cotlins was
: sent north.

THIUL.X.TNC! TKIl>.
Story Told by v I'nftisoiitfor on a Burn-

iiiur Train.
St. Paul (Minn.), Sept.

traveling men, among them James Lol>-
dell of this city, who abandoned the ill-
fated train which burned at ilinckley,
have just arrived here. The thrilling
story oftheir trip from the train back to
Ilinckley is thus told by Mr. Lobdell:
"Ihave been a traveling man for tho

past dozen years and had been over the
luiluth lino so many times that I felt safe
in making a trial. I was so well ac-
quainted with the location oftho streams
that 1 thought if wo got in a tight place

; we could run into one of them and save
ourselves. We had lo*t all our baggage

j and we had nothing besides the clothing
i we wore, and each had a light overcoat.
I With the rust. Mr. Anderson had lost

112,000 ol b.mds, which could not bo re-
! placed. We got along pretty well for

the tilst half hour, but then the smoke
I became so thick wo could not see fifty

feet in front of üb. We were in great
danger of being suffocated. We could
not *cc the track and the ties weie burn-
ing beueath us. Each one of us took an
overcoat and wrapped it about bis head,

! leaving only a small opening through
I which to breathe. To add to the horror
iof the situation every little while wo
| would come across a dead body. We

v. ore only saved by occasionally arriving
at a railway cut, where there was gener-
ally but Jittle smoke.

I "Two miles above Hinckley the dead
; bodies began to grow thicker. Most of
• them hail died from suffocation, in sev-

\u25a0 era! cases they had saved their heads by
running thorn into sand heaps, only to

j have their bodies so badly burned thatj they could not survive. In one place we
found four dead in one heap—a mother
aud three children. She had iaid them
on the ground and then lay down on
them in an attempt to cover them. Every
slired ofclothing was burned from them.
On tho way down to Ilinckleywo counted
twenty-nine bodies. Many people ran
directly into the woods, where they had

; no chance ofescape."
Mr. Lobdell and his companions found

j a wagon bridge and went in a round-
I about way to a point south of Mission

Creek, where they found a baud-car and
went to Pine City.

The telegraph operator, Thomas Green,
remained *this post until all but throe
buildings in ilinckloy had been burned.
When the depot took lire he ran to the
safe and took therefrom S~>,ooo in green-
backs and fled to the river, lie re-
mained in the river sevoral hours, when
he joined Lobdull and his companions in
their trip to Pine City. Dozens of people
tried to save themselves by running into
the river. Some were successful, but
many were suffocated by the smoke.
Nine bodies were taken out at the same
time, and probably twenty or thirty more
will be found. Everybody is in a state
of bewilderment, and as ail records are
burned it is hard to got any delinite in-
formation as to tho people or property.

A largo number of sportsmen lelt St.
Paul within ten days lo hunt prairie
chickens near Hinckley, Mora, Sand-
stone and other points in that vicinity.
The lire covers a wide stretch of territory,
and if these sportsmen were in the forests
no power on earth could save them unless
they were close to some large body of
water.

A force of men and a supply of tents
have gone to Hinckley, those being most
needed just now. Additional supplies
were picked up at every station along the
road. Philip Martin, of the land depart-
ment of tho road, wont in search of
Thomas Fitzgerald, land examiner at
Del tjrovo, who, with a dozen men, was
in the midst of the lire and has not been
heard from. Tho Chamber of Commerce
raised $3,000 forrelief at a meeting to-day
and adopted resolutions favoring the se-
curing of information irom l.tnted States
consular agents as to forestry manage-
ment iv foreign countries.

A largo amount of timber and farm
crops have been consumed near Ishpem-
iug. There aro big- lires south and west
of that city, close to dwellings.

SANDSTONE WIPKD OUT.
A Small Shuck All That Komalns of a

Ouco .Prosperous Village.

Sa.mm'une Minu,j, Sept. :i.~All that
remains of what was once the prosperous
village of Sandstone is the small shack
used by the Sandstono Company for an
otiice, and this would havo met the fate of
the oilier buildings but for tho iact that it
was located near the quarry and the
dames missed it. Crowded into this
building and forry-house were over
people, who lost their homes and every-
thing they possessed except the clothing
they wore.

When tiio St. Paul and Duluth relief
train, which loftDuluth at 4 o'clock, ar-
rived at Miller's Junction, word was re-
ceived that tiio town of Saudstono was
entirely burned and tho people were in
need of immediate assistance. A part of
the relict committee aboard the train
started with provisions to look alter the
destitute people. After passing the East-
ern Minnesota tracks, aud just before
coming to the glowing coals and asuos
that marked all that roinamod of Saud-
stono, several bodies were been, the vic-
tims apparently having been overtaken
by the ilaines as they were fleeing to
safety. On reaching the quarry below
the tow n the poople who were saved were
waiting aud given provisions, and those
who were injured wero sent forward to
the relief train, about four or live miles.
Among those who were burned were a
number of children, who wero left in the
office building until to-morrow, when
they will be cared for by auothor relief
train.

All those saved at Sandstouo were in
the rivor while the cyclone of tiames
passed, aud oniy managed to escape by
wading in the wntor as far as possibieand
then throwing water over each other's
heads. The coining ofthe iiames sounded
like thunder, and with such rapidity did
they como that the people who lingeied
to save property or neglected to seek
safety in the river perished in the flames.

As far as could be learned between forty
and tifiybodies were scattered about the
streets, burned to a crisp. Tho relief
committee had paid but little attention to
tho bodies, as the living required Imme-
diate attention. The town boasted of a
water works plant, but as one of the citi-
zens remarked, th« whole ofKettle Hivor
would not have have had any elleet on the
solid shoet of Ilamo that advanced on the
town and swept it out of existence in less j
than an h.our. 1

The relief train took about 245 people toDuluth for aid.

APJM&aX iOR AID.
I'roclaiuatiuu Issued by the Governor

of Minnesota.
St. Paul, Sepl. B.—Governor Nelson

to-oigbt issued the following proelama-

\u25a0 / the Female of Minnesota : Informa-
tion of an oflicial character has reached
me that the villages of Hinckloy, Sand-
stone, Mission Creek and neighboring
towns and farina have been destroyed by
forest Uros; that hundreds of lives have
been sacrificed, and suffering and desti-
tution are on every hand; that the sur-
vivors of this terrible devastation are in
immediate need jffood, clothing, shelter
aud everything that makes existence
possible. This appalling disaster appeals
to every heart ol gouerous impulse, and
the case is one that demands immediately
ofevery good citizen ol this state.

"Now. therefore, I, Knuie Nelson, Gov-ernor of the state, in view of this awful
calamity which has befallen our country,and by virtue of the authority in me
vested, do hereby appeal to ail liberal
public-spirited citizens, to all munici-
palities and to ail religious aud benevo-
lent institutions of this State to take im-

lediato
action toward securing contribu-

>ns toward the prevailing distress.
'"! hereby appoint the following -xuunission, authorized to rocoivo cou-
butions of money and supplies and to
vend and disburse the same: c. A.llsbury, Minueapohs; Kenneth Clark,. Paul; Matthew <;. .Morton, Winona;

Hastings Hart, St. Paul, and a Duluthman yet td bo named."
IN 'WISCONSIN*.

The Destruction ol tho Town of llar-
roaett Complete.

Spooneb i VYis.). Sept. 3.—The destruc-
tion of Uarronett is cumplete. One lone
building is left of a city of 700 inhabi-
tants, One man was burned. The total
loss is a quarter of a million. Shell Lako
has fifty-two dwellings burned, with a
loss of £7.3, «;00.

Three hundred and sixty people are
homeless, and many are without a dollar
of insurance. l»eeds of heroism are
plentiful. One widow drageod her sick
sou from the house into a potato patch
and there protected him from tho ilames,
while the rest ot tho inhabitants lied in
terror. The tires are now under control
in this vicinity.

West Superior (Wis.)* Sept. 3.—Fifty
survivors of tho lire at Partridge were
received in this city to-day, and another
relief train is expected later. Tne suffer-
ers were provided with everything to
m:\ko them comfortable. A late report
from the line says Bennett Siding is in
imminent danger of destruction. The
Umaha aud Northern Pacilic lines are
running trains, but tho South Shore, St.
Paul aud Duluth aud tho Eastern .Minne-
sota are tied up ou account of burned
bridges.

ASHZ.AITO (Wis. , Sept. 3.—Some thirty
begrimed settlers of the forests have
been straggling into Ashland all fore-
noon, with tales of losses of cattle and
everything on their farms. They are
taken in hand and everything possible is
being done for their relief. To add to the
intensity of the scene at Wash burn, in-
cendiaries got out and started lires in
different yoiuts of the city. Five have
been arrested, three of them beiug caught
in the act. When the tirst was caught
rumors of lj'nchiug were prevalent.

EN PENNSYLVANIA.
Fire Unpins Along the Buiralo, Kocli-

ostcr and Pitteburs ttoad.
Buadfoi;d t,Pa.), Sept. 3.—Forest fires

are raging in and aioug the lino of the
Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburg Rail-
road. KeDorts from all points ou the
narrow gauge roads state that the woods
are on fire for miles, and tho damage will
be heavy unless rain should fall. The
woods along the pike to Corydon are on
tiro for miles, and the oil property in the
vicinity of tho west branch is threatened.
Should the lire spread to the oil fields,
serious consequences would result. The
woods along the Bradford, Bordell and
Kinsuua between hero aud Southport are
reported on tiro, ana valuable property is
in danger of being destroyed. Between
Mount Jewell and this city and the head
ot the west branch, the woods are ablaze
and several oil woll rigs are reported
burning. As yet no loss of lilo is reported,
and the extent of damage can not be esti-
mated. A dispatch reached here this
evening from Lewis Run stating that tho
woods aro ablaze aud the people fighting
the tiro to save their property.

Kami: (Pa.), Sept. 3.—Forest fires aro
within a mile of this town on all sides.
Should uo rain fall the damage and loss
to property willbo great. Men are watch-
ing the tire, and are preparing to prevent
it from reacuing the oil wells and nitro-
glycerine magazines located hero.

Russki.l City (Pa.j, Sept. ,'J.—The
woods are ou lire ou both sides of this
place, and the tiro extends over an area of
twenty miles. A large number of men is
fighting tho Ilames and digging trenches
to prevent tho iiro from spreading to tho
oil and ga3 fields in this "vicinity. The
Klkert Company has laid water lines in
all directions from their pumping sta-
tions, aud have a large pump ready for
an emergency. There aro a number of
sawmills aud labor camps in the woods
south of hare, und nothing has been
learned as to their condition, aud it is
feared the mills have boeu destroyed, and
that some loss of life has occurred.

GRANTED A RESPITE.

Thomas St. Clalr Will Not be Ilanjjed
on September 21st.

s.\n Francisco, Sept. B»—Thomas St.
('lair, ono of the murderous sailors of the
bark Hesper's crew, under sentence to
be hanged ou September Jlst, has been
granted a respite until November lid by
President Cleveland.

Two others of the crew are under sen- j
tonco ofdeath for the same crime— killing ;

of Male bitzgerahi —and the execution of
St. Clair is delayed, pending tue action of
ihe United States Supreme Court ou an
appeal of their cases.

A similar appeal in St. Clair's ca.so has
already been passed on and the sentence
of tho lower court was sustained, so there
is little probability of a contrary decision
in the other cases. It is provable that the
three mutinous sailors will bo hanyod to-
gether.

The three condemned men were of the !
crew that conspired to kill offail of the
officers of the liesper, including the
Captain, save his wife, wtio was to be
kept a prisoner, and then to cruise as
pirates in the Southern Seas. The kill-
ing of Mate Fitzgerald us he paced the
quarterdeck one dark ninht was tne first
minder agreed upon. Fitzgerald's body
was thrown overboard by tho murderers,
and when the Captain came <>v deck
early in the morning he was told that
the Mate had accidentally fallou into I
the sea and drowned, but there on I
the quarterdeck were the telltale 'blood stains that the murderers bad been i
unable to wash from the boards. Before
night came ou again one of the conspir-
ators confessed all to tho Captain, and tho
plotters were thus foiled.

A Child Killed by a Street Car.
T v 'dma, Sept. 3.—To-night eight-vear-

old Oscar Nelson was struck, killed and
run over by a North Tacoma street car
loaded with passengers foe the Interstate
hair. The child had nearly crossed the
track before the car. when a companion
shouted to him to come back, lie started
to go hack, when tho car struck him,
crushing his skull and killing him in-
stantly. The mother is halt crazy withgrief. The lather, a carpenter, is now inPortland. Coroner Hoskel held an in-
vestigation and declared tho car em-
ployes were blameless.

LABOR'S HOLIDAY.

I The Third Generally Observed in
Eastern Cities.

LARGE PARADES AT CHICAGO AND
NEW YORK.

The Third National Irrigation Con-
gress Convenes at Denver, Repre-

sentatives of Seventeen States aad
Territories Being Present—The Del-
egates Stirred Up by a Letter From
Secretary of Agriculture Morton.

Special to the Reco::d-U>'ion.
Chicago, Sept. 3.—The tenth annual

Labor Day parade by the trades unions of
Chicago left Bricklayers' Hall at 10jo'clock this morning. Passing through
the business district tiie procession linally
halted at Ogden's Grove, where it dis-
banded. Passing Lincoln Monument, in| Lincolu Park, the large procession was
reviewed by Congressman McGann, who
was spsaker of the day at Ogden's Grove;
Eugene V. Dobs, President of the Ameri-
can Railway Union; Johu Meßride,
President of the United Mine-Workers'
Union; John P. Waters, Mark L. Craw-
ford, Victor E. Lawson, Willis Abbott;
S. s. Rogers and William C. Hollister of
the Eight-Hour Herald. Fully lifteen
thousand men were in line, many ivuni-
form, and, headed by a platoon ofpolice,
the eight divisions made a brilliant spec-
tacle. Prizes were awarded for unions
having: the largest number of men inline, ior best uuilormt-d body inline, forbest press report of the day's proceedings
and lor the athletic events.

I.N NJTW KXULAXi),

Boston, Sopt. 3.—Labor's holiday wascelebrated throughout New England to-
day. Business was generally suspended.
In all the cities a wealth of entertainment
was ottered, and all day the streets werealive with bands of music and proces-
sions. In Boston over 15,000 were in line.
This afternoon the annual barge races
were rowed on tho St. Charles Kiver, fol-
lowed by the regatta of the New England
Amateur Rowing Association, whilo half
a dozen clubs hold their annual races dur-
ing the day. Ball games, athletic con-
tests and theatricals entertained thou-
sands. In New Bedford and Fail Kiver
the strikes were an incentive for greatdisplay, more so than usual, and the labor
organizations turned out with full ranks,
carrying banners expressing tho senti-
ments of the strikers regarding the
strikes.

AT OilAHA.
Omaha, Sept. 3.—Fifty thousand peo-

ple participated in the Labor Day celebra-tion iv Omaha to-day. Hundreds from
all over the State were present. Thirty
thousand representatives of Nebraska la-
bor unions wore in procession. The city
was in holiday attire, the demonstration
concluding with a picnic with local speak-
ers at .Syndicate Park. The city salesmen
and trades display formed tho tkusbiag
touch to the varado in a way which dem-
onstrated tho oxtont and strength or their
force*-. All sorts of wagons, iloats. car-riages and vehicle? were in line, repre-
senting almost overy imaginable article
of domestic; consumption. There were
fully500 vehicles driven in this division.

The speakers at the park were A.
Dover, President of the Nebraska State
Federation of Labor, "The Day and What
It Means"'; Sidney J. Kent, Secretary of
tho Executive Board oi Carpenters and
Joiners of America, "The Classes and tho
Masses"; Thomas s. Kidd, General Sec-
retary of the Machine Wood-Workers of
Chicago, "The Kights and Wrongs of
Labor."

AT WASHINGTON.
Washington, Scut. 3.—To-day being

Labor Day all the "Government Depart-
ments aud othces were closed, as were
many stores and public places. The labor
organizations paraded.

A LARGE TCRX-OUT.
New YORK, Sept. •>.—Labor made an

imposing demonstration hero to-day.
Twenty thousand men, representing
nearly all the trades, ware in line, and
here and there in the procession wore
bands of women.

IRRIGATION CONGRESS.
Third Session or tho National Body

Convenes at Douver.
Denver, Sept. 3.—The third National

Irrigation Congress convened to-day.
Some 200 delegates, representing seven-
teen States and Territories, were present,
besides representatives from Canada,
Russia, Mexico aud other foreign coun-
tries. William E. Smythe, Chairman of
the National Executive Committee, de-
livered the opening address. Governor
Waite, Mayor Van Horn and President
Byers of*the Chamber of Commerce wel-
comed the delegates.

Ex-Governor Prince of New Mexico
introduced a resolution giving overy per-
son who has come to the convention the
right to participate, regardless of the rep-
resentation nxed by the Los Angeles
Convention. It was referred to the Com-mittee on Credentials. '

Hon. L. (.1. Cannon of Salt Lake was
unanimously chosen temporary Chair-
man.

TheComuiitteo on Credentials submit-
ted a resolution, wich was adopted, to tho
eiiect that each State and Territory repre-
sented be entitled to its full vote, and
that all persons appointed by any author-
ity be permitted to vote iv determining
how the vote of his State or Territory
shall be cast.

Reports of Committees on Pertnanont
Organization, Resolutions and Rules, and()rder iTf Business, each consisting ofone
delegate from each State and Territory
was the noxt business transacted. Altera short recess the Committee on Perma-
nent Organization recommeuded for per-
manent othcers of the congress Edward
Mead of Wyoming. President; John C.
Foster of Kansas, First Vice-President;
Thomas L. Smith of Colorado, Secretary;
A. M. West of California, First Assistant
Secretary; H. V. ilinckiey of Kansas,
Second Assistant Secretary. Vice-Presi-
deuts from each State and Territory were
announced. The report was unanimously
adopted.

Several resolutions were introduced,
which were referred; one by Mr. Pierce
of Texas, who asked that the congress be
requested to appoint, and also to ask the
Republic of Mexico to appoint Irrigation
Commissions for aggreeing uuon tho di-
visions of the waters of the Rio Grande.

Mr. Dennis of Canada asked that Canada
be included iv the resolution, which waa
agreed to.

The delegates were stirred up by the
receipt of the following letter from J.
Sterling Morton, Secretary of Agricult-
ure, in which he paid his respects to the
convention as follows: "The questions
considered by these irrigation conven-
tions have nothing to do with practical
irrigation. They a&..*mnt simply to the
coming together of a body of citizens for
the purpose of petitioning Congress for
grants of lands and accession of whatever
control or ownership the General Gov-
ernment may have oi the waters of the
arid region."

A delegate objected to the words of Mr.
Morton sa au insult to the convention,
and moved that thedocument be returned
to Washington. J! E. L,eet appeared in.
the role of peacemaker, and the letter was
placed on tile.

WE CAN FURNISH
.^j&£_ War Histories from Part 1 to
?*pT Part 19 to any subscriber.

THE STORY
j£ifi£ Of the late war as told in
A"^ Harper's is very interesting.


