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War Histories from Part 1 to
Part 19 to any subsecriber.
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bz Of the late war as told in
AN Harper’s is very interesting.
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IRE - DISANTER.

One of the Most Appalling
I Auerican Hitory,

DESOLATION ON EVERY HAND.

Flourishing Towns 'Completely Eaten
Up by the Flames.

ALMOST THE LAND IS DEVOURED.

Nearly a Quarter of the Popula-
tion Burned to Death.

THE LOSS OF PROPERTY UP IN
THE MILLIONS.

Destitute Belng Temporarily Cared

for by Citizens of Nelghboring

Towns— Ald Appealed ¥Yor—Forest

Fires Raging in Wisconsin and

Pennsylvania, but No Loss of Life
Reported.

Special to the RECORD-UNION.

ST. PAUL, Sept. 3.—Later details simply
confirm the reports received yesterday as
to the magnitude of the Hinckley dis-
aster., The most conservative estimates
of deaths in the six towns of Pine County
is 362, and from that figure up to 1,000,

Although the exact number of dead
will never be known, enough is known
to make this one of the most appalling
disasters 1n American history, More
have perished, but never so many in so
terrible 2 manner.

As to the property loss, all thought has
been of death, and few could be made to
talk about their business losses. 1t was
probable the loss at and around Hinckley
will exceed §2,000,000, aithough no careful
ostimates have yet been made, nor can
they be made where all papers and rec-
ords have gone up in the same flames
that so quickly devoured all the houses,
the vegetation and almost the land in a
large section of Pine County.

Rains to-day cleared the air some\v:hat
from smoke, but were not heavy enough
Lo entirely quench the fires, which would
break out on the slightest provocation if
they had aught to feed on.

Of the fires across in Wisconsin, less is
known here up to midmight, but there
has been no loss of life reported, and it is
hoped that it is over. Notwithstanding
to-day’s shower, however, the grain is
dry and parched, and all vegetation is so
dry it would ignite easily, and would
burn with borrible rapidity.

DEATH AND DESTRUCTION.

Awful Scenes Which Met the Eye in
the Burned Districts.

St. PAUL, Sept. 3.—A Pine City special
to the Pioneer Press says: Words cannot
tell the story of death and destruction
that is revealed to the traveler in the Nt.
Paul and Duluth relief train from Mis-
sion Creek to two miles above the little
town of Miller, or Sandstone Junction.
The awfulness of the desolation which
strikes upon the eye of the observer as he
reaches the camp which was once the
town of Hinckley is still more strongiy
impressed upon the mind as he journeys
northward, This morning thesmoke had
lifted, revealing a landscape bare and
black, the few standing trees being
charred to a hight of forty feet, while the
ground was of that peculiar tint of brown
sand mixed with gunpowder, for the
grass had heen burned even to the roots.
Here and there 1n the bleak and dreary
stretches of country, in what is now a
great lone land, was seen the body of a
deer, whose fleet feet had not been able to
outrun the flames, or of 2 human being
who had been absolutely powerless
against the grim destroyer.

A Pioneer Press man accompanied
Judge Nethaway of Stillwater and the
members of a relief party which started
on a handear loaded with provisions
to relieve the people of Sandstone, who
were reported in great distress. Two
miles above Hinckley they found lying
by the trunk of a tree the body of a man
which was evidently that of a lumber-
man, The pariy proceeded as far as
Skunk Lake, where the Duluth limited
train was burned. Here they found
Enginger Williams in charge of a gang of
men rebuilding the burned bridges.
¥rom them it was learned that the people
living st Sandstone had been taken to
Duluth by special trains on Sunday
night, and their pressing necessities ro-
lieved. so the help from Pine City was
not needed.

Tha party therefore resolved itself into
one of search for bodies of victims of the
disaster. The house of Jehn Robinson
was near Skunk Lake in the edge of the
woods, and the family sought refuge in the
cellar, 'T'here was no escape from the
fire. and the party found the bodies of
John Robinson and Lis wife and Mary,
their eldest daughter, and two small chil-
dren. All the clothing was burned iromn
the bodies, but the victims had evidently
been suffocated before the flames reached
thein. The hands of the eldest daughter
were uplifted with palms together, in an
attitude of prayer.

Within 600 yards of the spot where
Ingincer Root stopped his train was a

long trench running from the little body }

}
|

for the passengers on the limited, to a
Swamp on the lake. Following along
this trench, the party came upon the par-
tially clothed body of a man, who in per-
sopal appearance corresponded to the de-
scription of General Passenger and
Freight Agent Rowley of the Duluth and
Winnipeg Railway. An examination of
the dead mun’s shirt showed thie name of
Rowley, and it is supposed he was a pas-
senger on the limited, and in taking to
the ditch expected to reach the iake.

those of a man and woman wko had evi-
dently fled from a farm-house near by
and the bodies of two men who are sup-
posed to have been passengers on the
burned train.

The latest verified reports of the num-
ber of dead do not materially alter a
former estimate, In fact, that estimate is
proving remarkably exact, considering
the confusion of the first day. Oune ele-
ment that makes close figuring very ditii-
cult is the fact that Lodies seen in the

| Woods aud along the track are notinfre-

quently reported to two points and s€utout
fromn each as among its dead, Then, too,
the tendency oi the occasion, bad as it is,
is toward exaggeration. However, elimi-
nating those doubiful elements as fur as
possible from its spproximation, the Pio-
neer Press 1s convineed that the total is as
nearly correct as possible. Tie number
of dead at Hineckley is placed at 200, The
LPioneer Press correspondent has aciually
counted 194 of these, and the margin al-
lowed is about ail that is necessary. The
figures are as follows:

Hinckley 200,

Sandstone G2

Miller 12,

Between Skunk Lake and Miller 12

Pokegama 8.

In lumber camps and scattering, esti-
mated, 50.

Total, 364,

The following is the list of known dead

known at a late hour to-night: Mr. and
Mrs, Abbey and two children, Mrs. Dan
Donahue and three children, John Wes-
lund and child, Mr. and Mrs. John
Rodgers and three children, Mr. and
Mrs. Mike Carry and boy, —— Sherman,
Paul Leske, Mrs. Meclver and four chil-
dren, Thomas Dunn, Mrs. Blanchard and
two children, Mrs. Martin Mackintosh
and four children, Alex Hanson and
mother, Mrs. Catharine Grissinger, Cul-
lie Grissinger, aged 6; Mabel Grissinger,
aged 3; Mr. and Mrs,
and two boys, Winifred Ginder, aged 6;
C. G. Anderson, Mrs. Hans I’aulson and
four children, IHenry Hanson, Emily
Anderson, Nels Robertson, wife and two
children, Mary Robinson, Otto Rowley
of Duluth, Israel Schurmski of Chicago,
I£. Rickelson of Minneapolis, David IKane
of Roclk Creek, Mr. and Mrs., John Best,
George Best, aged 22: Fred Best, aged 23;
Will Best, aged 21; Bertha Best, aged 17;
Victor Best, aged 8; Mrs. Annie Weigel,
Minnie Weigel, aged 3; Miss Annie
Truttinan, aged 28, of Diamond Bluff,
Wis,; Dr. Keleey of New Brighton, M.
K. Lamberson, William Nesbitt, Mr.
and Mrs, John Burke and two children.
Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds and two chil-
dren, Jim Bean, Hans Mattison, Sandy
Henderson of Pine City, John i{ender-
son of Pine City, Thomas Jones, Charles
Hanson, Dennis Riley, John Anderson,
wife and two children, Peter Robertson,
Louis Nelson, Emma Dolan, Belle
(’Brien, Mrs. Costigand three children,
William Pinnor, Patrick Murphy, Henry
Hofiman and wife of Sandstone, Mrs,
Johh MeNamara and one cbhild,
Yardmaster Dave Williams of Daluth
has proved himself a hero. He is the
man who grasped the situation, acted on
his own knowledge, and promptly re-
lieved the people of Sandstone. He re-
ceived a message frem Miller last night,
which said: *‘There are 150 people at

Sandstone without food or shelter. For
God’s sake get them out of there,”
Within an iocredible short time

an engine in charge of Yardmaster
Williamns was on the way to Sandstone.
The entire road after the burned district
was reached was patroled, and the engine
kept up a continual whistling so that any
persons who might be near the irack
would come at once to the track.,

When the train arrived at Sandstone
Janction, or Miller, as it is generally
called, it was met by nearly the entire
population of Sandstone and Miller,
The depoti platforin at Miller had been
burned, and there was nota house leit
standing anywhere in wview,

formed the people of the arrival of the re-
lief. Very few remained, and they were
those with loved ones lying dead. No
one was burned seriously who was not
{atally injured. 'There was no attempt to
care for the dead who were scattered
through the streets of the town. Ivery-
thing inflammable at Sandstone was de-
stroyed, and to-day’s investigation
brought the number of the dead at that
place up to 62, with 21 more missing.

Mr. Webster, the father of Mayor Lee
Webster of this towi, was among the
dead, and this aftertoon Mr. Webster
went to Sandstone to bury his father and
mother. T'he scene at Sandstone as de-
seribed by Mr. Webster was heart-rend-
ing. The streets of the town were ouly
lines of sand between heaps of ashes.
Within these lines lay forty bodies, scat-
tered at raudom, and twenty-two more
were found atterward in the outskiris of
town and along tbhe hollows and marshes
toward the river bank. The bodies were
iying exposed to the sun aud rain alike,
and were rapidly decomposing. They
were identitied as far as possible, and wiil
be buried fo-morrow. :

The Duluth people are locking after the
care aud the relief of the people on the
line north of Hinckley. ‘ihey are doing
their work well, and will see that no'one
of the living is allowed to sutler for food
or clothing.

One marvelous eircumstance of the oc-
casion is the escape of so many cattle
and horses. Many were absolutely un-
scathed, though no one can tell how they
escaped the ordeal of fire. Others were
pitifully burned, and steps are already
being taken to put themn out of their
misery. A squad of militiamen wentout
and killed an ox this afternoon. I'he ani-
mals were without food until late this
atternoon, when the relief train brought
up some hay. The cows were in great
suffering, not having been miiked for two
days. To-morrow moruing the carcasses
of the dead animais, which are becoming
very offensive, will be put out of the way
by burial or burning. ’

In the afternoon, following the rain, a
strong breeze swept up from the soutn,
and soon the flamnes which had been
quenched to smoldering ashes by the
showers were again fanned to a blaze and
hundreds of columns of smoke began to
ascend from the woods. The fire will not
be out for many days, unless there are
heavy rains, but there is vo danger, as
the underbrush is burned out clean, and
there is no possibility of auy spread.

The intensity and insatiability of the
fire can be seen from the tact that cordu-
roy fills, where the logs were buried
under several feet of earth, are entirely
eaten out, the firegaining its way through
under the entire width of the log.

No one of the citizens of Pine City who

Other bodies found by the party were |

at Hinckley, partialiy identified as far as |

William Ginder il

About 170 |
people were taken aboard, and a messen- |
ger was sent to Sandstone which in- |

| lief did more than . G. Weber.
| entire charge of the work atthe cemetery,
and kept at the hideous work until all
that could be done had been accom-

'
of water, which proved a place of safety | volunteered their aid in the work of re- ! which words are absolutely powerless to ,
He took | describe.

At best the little spot would be |
as dreary as could be well imagined. |
There were only a few little, sandy, un- |
sodden mounds before. Now, with |

plished, Not until nighttall was his labor | blackened, fire-scarred stumpsand fallen

over, and during that time had a succes-
sion of relays of mmen under him, for many

progressed slower than need have been
| had Mr. Weber’s force been adequate. As
j itis,sixty-four unidentified were interred
! in trenches, fifty-six were put in boxes
| and thirtesn were buried by their friends,
| making a total of 134 bodies handled at
i the cemetery, Mr, Weber says he has re-
ports of fifty-one bodies already itor
! burial to-morrow, and this number will
i grow every hour. The bodies found after
| to-morrow will have to be buried where
| found, as they will be too badly decom-
| posed for removal.
| A. L. Brown,

|
|
|
|
|
|
1
|

Master of Transporta- !

i tion, bad been busy since the fire in han- |

| diing the relief trains from St. Paul and
{ between Pine City and Hinckley. He
now began a systematic atiewmpt to
straighten out the erooked rails. build
Lridges and repair culverts and replace
the burned ties, of wiich there were lit-
eraily thousands. With the work tramm
and an eilicient crew Mr. Brown rebuilt
the burned bridge over the Grindstone
iver at Hinckley.

ol the Duluth yards bad a work train
pushing its way down toward the ceuter
o! the dilliculty, which was at the
where I'ngineer Root stopped the Duluth
i liinited on Satarday.
of Yardmastor Williams, the man
relieved the sufferers at Sandstone, had

pushed down to this pointand had the
{track in working order to the bridge

which was burned. The force was a large
{ oue, and in a couple of hours the bridge
wus built and the big engine of the lin-
fted, which bad been leil on the track,
was pushed down to Hinckley, The ten-
der oi the lnnited engine was tipped ofl
the track, as it was wrecked beyond re-

y 25 the two work trains met, and at
6 o’clock to-night the line was open from
St. Pauito Dualuath, the regular Duluth
train passing Hinckley about 7 o’cloek,
somewhat behind time, but runving
without mishap.

During the afternoon, at Pine City the
jarrangements for systematic aid was
taken in hand by H. i, Hart of the
i Board of Cnarities. On the
{ train arrived the comiittee appointed by
thecitizens of Minneapolis. A resolution
was submitted to the gentlemen for their
{approval, The report contains an esti-
i mate of the vopulation of the burned
i towns, as follows:

Hinckley, 1,000,

Sandstone, 300,

Missicn Creek, 100.

Pokegama, 113,

Partridge, 100,

From this number about 400 are to be
deducted as dead, and with a further de-
duction of those able to help themselves,
eaves about 800 to be relieved in various
ways. Contributions of transportation,
money, clothing and household utensils
and lumber are wanted. The iatter are
from all grades. The contributions wiil
be recommended in all the churches next
Sunday. No particular etfort will be
| made to force alarge subscription, but
the generosity of the people will be al-
lowed to show itself in natural chan-
nels.

The following physicians accompanied
the Minneapolis party: Doctors C. Hig-
bee, Fitzgerald, Moore, McDonald, Leep-
ert, Norton of Minneapolis and Perkins
{ of Exceisior. Their services were in

received the greatest ot care,

It1s the intention to start out searching
parties in all directions to find the scat-
tered dead, and physicians will accoin-

any them. The comunittee proper will
eave for Minneapolis on the early niorn-
ing train, and a citizens’ meoting will be
called at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, to
which they will report,

HINCKLEY IN RUINS.

Only Two or Three Buildings Leflt
Standing.

HixekLey (Minn.), Sept. 3.—A gentle
rain fell to-day and quenched the burn-
ing embers of the immense forest fires
that did so much damage to this city.
The blackened ruins of two or three

the once prosperous town of Hinckley,
with 1,700 people and its busy railroad
and Inmbering interests. The town is a
| junction point of the St. Paul and Duluth
and Eastern Railway, Minn., and both
those roads have suffered losses that can-
not be now estimated, while the loss to
the timber interest is something bevond
computation. This is to-day a place of
mourning, and the burial of the charred
and unrecognizable bodies of hundreds of
victitns has saddened the survivors even
more than the disaster itself,

The fire was so overwhelming in its in-
tensity that none insthe first terror of the
moment could realize how great was the
loss. Each was so intent on saving bis
own life that httie thought was given to
the disaster in general by the most, al-
though many cases of unselfish heroisin
have been reported,

The bodies thus far recovered have been
placed in rough pine boxes for burial, and
the majority were buried without the
knowledge of their identity., The wires
i that were down this side of Pine City
bave been so far put in shape that ithe
Associated Press operator is able to send
his report as be sits on an empty keg in
the open air, there being no shelter of any
Kind in town, Most of the sarvivors
went to Pine Uity yesterday for food and
shelter and the women and children are
still there, but many men have returned
to their ruived homes to see if by any
possibility anything remaius.

Engineer Root, whose galiant conduct
with his train is on the tongue of every-
boay when ihe fire is mentioned, was
taken to his home at White Bear, Physi-
cians hope he inay recover, although in-
haling the hot fumes of smoke and air
may prove too much for him, The glass
in the cab windows broke and he was
badly cut about the head, while his
ciothes were nearly burned from his
body. Oue piece of giass laid bare his
jugular, and it seems miraculous that he
escaped alive. His only thought was for
the safety of his passengers. He said in
reply to the remark that he had become
the hero of the country, *I only did my
duty.”

A train on the Eastern Minnesota was
ditched near Pokegama, a short distance
west of Hiuckley, but the passengers all
escaped. The train was probably burned
aiter the passengers and crew escaped,
aithough no definite news was received.

No trains are running to-day. All the
bridges have burned and in some places
the track is useless. The rails are twisted
cut of shape and the ties burned.

Only one additioual body has been
found at this place this morning, and it is
likely that the dead here will not exceed
200, the figure given last night.

All the bodies will be buried to-day, as
it will be impossible to keep them any
longer. A call has been sent to Twin
Cities for more shovels and meu to bury
tbe dead, and they will get here on relief
trains during the afterncon.

APPEARANCE OF DESOLATION.

Corpses of Men, Women and Children
'Lie In Indiscriminate Heaps.,

HiNcKLEY, Sept. 3,—The visible situa-
tion has not materially improved over
night. Thirty or forty caskets and boxes
with their gruesome contents still lie
along the track where they were placed
last night. No attempt had been made to
dress or embalm the bodies, and they
were already growing very offensive,
Fortunately the day was cool and cioudy
and grateful showers fell at intervals
during the forendson. Undertaker J, 1.
Donnelly of St. Paul advised that the
bodies be put under earth as rapidly as
possible. livery attempt at identification
had been exhausied. Out in the little
cewetery a mile east of town was a scene

buildings are all that remains standing of

| notable event at this time of death.
In the meantime Yardmasier Williams |

trunks of trees all about, it presents an
appearance of desolation hard to describe.

sickened and had to give it up. The work | In the center, in an indiscriminate heap,

lay more than ninety corpses of men, !
women and children. Some were burned
to a crisp, others only browned with the
heat, and none with a fragment of cloth-
ing larger than a man’s hand to conceal
their awfal nakedness. Some were mere
trunks, the extremities having beon
burned off. From eracked abdomens the
intestines were protrading. Skulls were !
burned and brains were escaping, and all i
the corpses were twisted and cramped.
A force of men were quickly at work |
digging a shallow trench. The sandy soil
was as hard as flint, It bad been baked
to a crust by weeks of drought and al- |
most soliditied by fires The work pro-
gressed slowly. Off in a corner of the!
clearing smaller graves were bLeing dug
for Mrs. William Grisinger and her two |
baby girls, Caroline, aged 6, and Mabel,
aged 5. The husband and father had |
recognized them in the ghastly heap.
Another grave was for the Best family, |
whose numbers make their destruction a
John |

!::_w:,_‘.h'., was digging a pit, \j.iz!; the |
| iviendly assistance of two neighbors.

Spot !

By noon the crew {
who |

afternoon !

great dewand, and the hospital patients |

Laid in a row, decently
the bodies of John Best, Sr., Mrs. lest
and Bertha and Fred Best, Mrs. Annie
Weigel, married davghter, and her three-
year-old daughter Minnie, Mrs, :\x:uiv}
Trutman of Diamoud Bluii, Wis., a vis- |
itor, aged 26, and Victor Best, aged 8. |
‘The other sons (George, aged 25, and
Willie, aged 21) are certainly dead. And
of this whole lamily of three generations

covered, were

only the sorrowing grave-digger and
wite and child, who took refuge in a
dug-out,; are left. They all lived to- |

gether about two miles southeast of
Hinckley. |

The only other corpses recognized were |
Charies Anderson, Cashier of the bank; !
Mrs, William Ginder and her daughter
Winfred, aged 6.

Enough rough boxes were knocked to-
gether Lo contain more bodies, and they |
were laid away under the sand, but not
before other bodies began to come .

In the swamp across the Grindstone.
where these corpses were found, there
were about thirty-tive others, which were
brought in this morning, making a totai
of upward of 13U dead in a space of four
or five acres.

Down wnear the river was found the
body of Thomas Dunn, the operator at
Hinckley. Duun stuck to his keys until
the depot was burnislg overhead. Up the |
St. Paul ana Dulut® right-of-way were
found three or four 1 ore bodies.

Among those whd perished north of
town was R. . Rickettson of Minne-
apolis, who was here visiting his son, He !
was out in a wagorn with Dave Kane of

tock Creeic, also a v .sitor here, and both
perished, though their horses escaped.

The busiest point at Hinckley wus the !
Associated Press telegraph oflice. It was
not much of an office, but it sufficed to |
serve the public with the only press re- |
ports sent out of Hineckley to-day. The
wires were breught down to a burned |
stump of a pole. A dry goods box fur- |
nished the operator with a desk, and a |
cracker box made him a comfortable
seat. A burned railread spike held down
the copy from the brisk breeze. A rough
board, one end resting on the operator’s
table and the other on a milk can, fur-
nished the Associated Press correspond-
eat his desk, and his seat was a beer keg.
Here, under these circumetances, was |
prepared and sent the story of the day in
this stricken town, An occasional
shower blurred the gopy, but it was rap-
idiy fed to the eager wire, despite the
discomtiture ot the eccasion.

Tne Associated FPress correspondent
took a five-mile traw p through the woods
lo tie mnorth of *wn this morning
through a scene of desolation which
rarely falis belore the eye of man. The
country is absolutely swept clean. There
is but one sottler’'s house left standing
within an unknown radius of miles, It
is that of Miller Bean, on the edge of the
river, three miles east of town, It was a
new house and very substantial, Bean
and other neighbors fought the tire until
they had to abandon it. They put the
women and children into the water, coy-
ering their heads with clothes, kept wet
oy dashing water over them, and when
the fire had passed they came cut unhurt
and were much surprised to find the
building standing.

This morning when the Associated
Press correspondent eutered the clearing
a house dog barked savagely and the
Joosters crowed as loudly as if they had
not come within an ace of death. ‘T'he
handcar party which went north this
morning has just returned. It met the
Duluth construction train eight miles up
the track with word that Duluth had fur-
nished the necessary relief at Sandstone
and Miller. They accordingly turned
back and on the way located eleven bod-
ies, swelling the total of those found
along the Duluth tracks between Hinck-
ley and Skunk Lake to about fifty. One
of them was recoguized as Otto Rowley
of Duluth, IFreight Agent of the Duluth
and Winnipeg. He was a passenger on
the Limnited South on Saturday and had
leit the main body of passengers ang rei- |
ugees running backward to the/ lake.
His body was identiiied by his name on
his collar. On another body, evidently
that of another passenger, was found a
letter addressed to Israel Schrulstein,
Chicago, and a charred business card
bearing the same name. 7Three others
of the bodies were probably those of
passengers on the ill-fated train. Another
was & young man, a splendid specimen
of physical manhood, and from his cloth-
ing and high-laced bools apparently a
prospector or cruiser. The other five
were the family of a settler named John
Robinson. Avove Skunk Lake the work
train reported twelve bodies on the right
of way, presumably settlers,

In retrospection, the most sorrowful
feature of the terrible fatality at Hinck-
ley is the thought that had the situation
been realized in time not a single life
among the residents of the town need
have been lost. "T'he Great Northern
gravel pit, where only a hundred sought
safety, 1s aboul ten acres in extent, broad |
enough and long enough and deep
enough to have sueltered every soul in
Hinckley with their domestic animals.
There is8 a pool of water of considerable
depth, The banks are bare of grass or
shrabbery, and there was no intlam-
mable material on the side from which
the fire came. Those who did seek to
pass the course of their imprisonmentc
had comparative comfort,

This morning a company of regulars,
under commaud of Captain Hall and
Colonel McCoy, and an army surgeon
came in from St. Paul. They brought
some tents, but finding that Adjutant-
General Mahlburg had sent up 18U State
tents, the regulars turned 1n and put up
fifty of them for the refugees. The local
physician was plaved out, and there was
an abundance of work for the army sur-
geon, A portion of the tents will be put
up at Hinckley,

OVERWHELMED WITH GRIEF.

Provisions Being Sent to the Desti-
tute IPeople.

Pixe City (Minn.), Sept. 3.—After the
deluge a reaction has come at Hinckley.
The excitement which buoyed up so
many survivors, even in the face of the
fact that many relatives and friends had
perished in the fiery flood, has passed
away and adull grief has taken its place.
The uninjured refugees at Pine City stand
around in little knots and discass the in-
cidents of the catastrophe in awe-stricken
tones,

The bospital patients demanded con-
tinved attention of the physicians all
night, and the oniy druggist in Pine City
was kept busy until daylight filling pre-
scriptious and supplying lotions, for most
of the injuries were burns more or less
serious. By morning ail were in astate
of comparative comfort.

i would

Among the citizens of Pine City who

opened their hearts, homes and paublic
buildings to the stricken neighbors all
was bustle and activity. Cofles with plain
fare was served to all comers, The Court-

house, school-house and many private |

homes were thrown open. /
ifEvery blanket in town was called into
service.
for the relief of the destitute were taken
up where they were dropped at midnight,

Before 7 o’clock a construction train
loaded with bridge material for repairing
the bridge across Sandstone River at
Hinckley came up from Rush City. A
couple of hundred loaves of bread and
other light provisions were placed on
board.

A party of laborers to dig graves and
inter the bodies were collected and the

| train proceeded into the buarned country.

At Hinckley provisions were loaded on
to a handcar and a start was inade across
a shaky bridgo to Miller.

From Miller they expect to work east
from Sandstone, about five miles across
the country on the Kastern Minnesota
Railway, where there are between foriy-
five and fifty dead and a couple of hun-

dred living, who were saved in Kettle |

River and in the great sandstone quar-

| ries.

About 11 o’clock the bridge was sulli-

ciently repaired to admit of the passage |

of the train and engine, and a freight car

and caboose with a plentiful supply of|
| tcod and a meager store of coflins was |

sent norih,

THRILLING TRIP,

Story Told by a "asscuger on a Burn- |

Train.
Sr. Pavn (Minn.),
traveling men, among

ing

Sept. 3.—Several
them James Lob-

{ dell of this eity, who abandoned the ill-

fated train which burned at Hinckley,
have just arrived here. The thrilling

story of their trip tfrom the train back to |
i Hinckley is thus told by Mr, Lobdell:

**I bave been a traveling man for the
past dozen years and had been over the
Dulath line so many times that I folt safe
in making a triai. was so well ac-
quainted with the location of the streams
that Ithought if we got in a tight place
we could ran into one of them and save
ourselves. We had lost all our bagguge
and we had nothing besides the clothiug
we wore, and each had a light overcoat.
With the rest, Mr. Anderson had lost
212,000 ot
placed. Wo got along pretty well for
the first half hour, but then the smoke
became so thick we could not see tifty
feet in front of us. We were in great
danger of being suffocated. We could
not see the track and the ties were burn-
ing beneath us. Iach one of ustook an
overcoat and wrapped it about his head
leaving only a small opening through
whicli to breathe, To add to the horror
of the situation every little while we
come across a dead body. We
were only saved by occasionally arriving
at a railway cat, where there was gener-
ally bat little smoke,

“Two miles above Hinckley the dead |

bodies began to grow thicker., Most of
them had died from suffccation. In sev-
eral cases they had saved their heads by
running them into sand heaps, only to
have their bodies so badly burned that
they could not survive. In one place we
found four dead in one heap—a mother
and three children.: She had laid them
on the ground and then lay down on
them in an attempt to cover them. Every
shred of clothing was burned from them.
On the way down to Hinckley we counted
twenty-nine bodies. Many people ran
directly into the woods, where they had
no chance of escape.”

Mr. Lobdell and his companions found
a wagon bridge and went in a round-
about way to a point south of Mission
Creek, where they found a band-car and
went to Pine City.

The telegraph operator, Thomas Green,
remained at his post until all but three
buildings in Hinckley had been burned.
When the depot took fire he ran to the
safe and took therefrom $5,000 in green-
backs and fled to the river. ke re-
mained in the river several hours, when
be joined Lobdell and his companions in
their trip to Pine City. Dozens of people
tried to save themselves by ranning into
the river. Some were successful, but
many were suffocated by the smoke.
Nine bodies were taken out at the same
time, and probably twenty or thirty more
will be found. Lverybody is in a state
of bewilderment, and as all records are
burned it is bhard to get any definite in-
formation as to the people or property.

A large number of sportsmen left St.
Paul within ten days to hunt prairie
chickens near Hinckley, Mora, Sand-
stone and otber points in that vicinity,
The fire covers a widestretch of territory,
and it these sportsmen were in the forests
no power on earth could save them unless
they were close to some large body of
water.

A force of men and a supply of tents
bave gone to Hinckley, those being most
needed just mow. Additional supplies
were picked up at every station along the
road. Philip Martin, of the land depart-
ment of the road, went in search of
Thommas Fitzgerald, land examiner at
Del Grove, who, with a dozen men, was
in the midst of the fire and bas not been
heard from. The Chamber of Commerce
raised $3,000 for relief at a meeting to-day
and adopted resolutions favoring ihe se-
curing of information from United States
consular agents as to forestry manage-
ment in foreign countries.

A large awount of timber and farm
crops have been consumed near Ishpem-
ing. There are big fires south and west
of that city, close to dwellings.

SANDSTONE WIPED OUT.
A Small Shack All That lemalns of a
Once I'rosperous Viliage.

SANDSTONE (Minn.), Sept. 3.—All that
remains of what was once the prosperous
village of Sandstone is the small shack
used by the Sandstone Company for an
oliice, and this would have met the fate of
the other buildings but for the fact that it
was located near the quarry and the
flames missed it. Crowded into this
buailding and ferry-house were over 200
people, who lost their homnes and every-
thing they possessed except the clothing
they wore.

When the St Paul and Duluth relief
train, which left Duluth at 4 o’clock, ar-
rived at Miller’s Junction, word was re-
ceived that the town of Saundstone was
entirely burned and the people were in
need of immediate assistance. A part of
the relief committea aboard the train
started with provisions to look aiter the
destitute peopie. Afler passing the Ilaste
ern Minnesota tracks, and just before
coming to the glowing coals and asnes
that marked all that remained of Sand-
stone, several bodies were seen, the vic-
tims apparently baving been overtaken
by the tlames as they were fleeing to
safety. On reaching the guarry beiow
the town the people who were saved were
waillng and given provisions, and those
who were injured were sent forward to
the relief train, about four or five miles.
Among those who were burned were a
number of children, who were left in the
otfice building until to-morrow, when
they will be cared for by another relief
train.

All those saved at Sandstone were in
the river while the cyclone of fiames
passed, and only managed to escape by
wading in the water as far as possibleand
then throwing waler over each other’s
heads. The coming of the tlames sounded
like thunder, and with such rapidity did
they come that the people who lingeied
to save property or neglected to seek
safety in the river perished in the flames.

As far as could be learned between forty
and fifty bodies were scattered about the
streets, burpned to a erisp. The relief
committee had paid but little attention to
the bodies, as the living required imme-
diate attention. The town boasted of a
water works plant, bat as one of the citi-
zens remarked, the whole of Kettle River
would not have have had any effect on the
solid sheet of tlame that advanced on the
town and swept it out of existence in less
than an hour.

Betore daylight arrangements |

bonds, which eould not be re- |

s |

' g
i __The relief train took about 245 people to
; Duluth for aid.

APPEAL FOR AID.

Proclamation Issued by the Governor
of Minnesota.

St. PavL, Sept. 3.—Governor Nelson
| to-night issued the following proclama-
i tion :

1o the People of Minnesota : Informa-
tion of an official

{ me that the villages of Hinckley, Sand-
stone, Mission Creek and neighboring
{ towns and farms have been destroyed by
| forest fires;, that hundreds of lives have
begn .sm-rml'nd. and suffering and desti-
tution are on every hand; that the sur-

|

| vivors of this terrible devastation are in |
{ immediate need of food, clothing, shelter !

jand everything that makes existence
{ possible. 'This appalling disaster appeals
to every heart of generous impulse, and
the case is one that demands immediately
of every good citizen of this State.

“*Now, therefore, I, Knute Nelson, Gov-

ernor of the State, in view of this awful
calamity whieh has befallen our country,
and by virtue of the authority in me
vaested, do hereby appeal to ail liberal
| public-spirited citizens, to all munici-
palities and to all religious and benevo-
leut institutions of this State to take im-
mediate action toward secar
tions toward the prevaiiing distress.
‘ “I hereby appoint the following State
i Cominission, anthorized to roc
{ tributions of money and suppli
|expend and disburse tl same: C, A.
Pillsbury, Minuneapohs; Kenneth Clark,
St. Paul; Matthew G. Morton, Winona;
| Hastings Hart, St. Paul, and a Duluath
man yet (6 be named.”’

)

WISCONSIN.

|

|

| IN
|

| The Destruction of the Town of Bar-
! ronett Complete.

)

Wis.), Sept. 3.—The destruc-
| tion of Barronett is complete. One lone
{ building is left of a city of 700 inhabi-
: tants, One man was burned. The total
| loss is a quarter of a million. Shell Lake
| Y . . 1 .

{ has fifty-two dwellings burned, with a
! loss of $75,000.

Three hundred and sixty people sre
{ homeless, and many are without a dollar
jof insurance. Deeds of heroism are
| plentiful. One widow dragged her sick
i sou from the house into a potato patch
and there protected him from the flames,
while the rest of the inhabitants tled in
terror. The fires are now under control
in this vicinity.

WEST SUPERIOR (Wis. » Sept, 3,—Fifty
survivors of the fire at Pariwridge were
received in this city to-day, and another
relief train is expected later. The sutler-
ers were provided with everything to
ma2ke thew comfortable. A late report
{rom the line says Bennett Siding is in
Imminent danger of destruction. 'The
Umaba aod Northern Pacitic lines are
| running trains, but the South Shors, St.
Paul and Duluth and the Eastern Minue-
| SOla are tied up on account of buarned
| bridges.

ASHLAND (
begrimed settlers
been siraggling

SPOONER

Vis.), Sept. 3.—Some thirty
of the rferests have
into Ashland all fore-
noon, with tales of losses of cattls and
everything on their farms. They are
taken in hand and everything pessible is
being done for their relief. 'T'o add to the
intensity of the scene at Washburn, in-
cendiaries got out and started fires in
different points of the city. Five have
been arrested, three of them being caught
In the act. When the first was caught
rumors of lynching were prevalent.

IN PENNSYLVANIA,
Fire Raging Along the Buflfalo, Roche
ester and Pittsburg Road.

Braprorp (Pa.), Sept. 3.—Forest fires
are raging in and along the line of the
Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburg Rail-
road. Revorts from all points on the
narrow gauge roads state that the woods
are on fire for miles, and the damage will
be heavy unless rain should fall. The
woods along the pike to Corydon are on
fire for miles, ana the oil property in the
vicinity of the west branch is threatened.
Sbould the fire spread to the oil fields,
serious consequences would result., 'The
woods along the Bradford, Bordell and
Kinsuna between here and Southport are
reported ou fire, and valuable property is
in danger of being destroyed. Between

of the west branch, the woods are ablaze
and several oil well rigs are reported
burning. Asyet no lossof life is reported,
and the extent of damage can not be esti-
mated. A dispatch reached here this
evening from Lewis Run stating that the
woods are ablaze aund the people fighting
the fire to save their property.

Kange (Pa,), Sept. 3.—Forest fires are
within a mile of this town on all sides.
Should no rain fall the damage and loss
to property will be great. Men are watch-
ing the fire, and are preparing to prevent
it from reaching the oil wells and nitro-
glycerine magazines located here.

Russenn City (Pa.), Sept. 8.—The
woods are on fire on both sides of this
place, and the fire extends over an area of
twenty miles, A large number of men is
fighting the flames and digging trenches
to prevent the iire from spreading to the
oil and gas fields in this vicinity. The

all directions from their pumping sta-
tions, and have a large pump ready for
|an emergency. There are a number of
sawinills and labor camps in the woods
south of here, and nothing has been
learned as to their conditien, and it is
tfeared the mills have beeu destroyed, and
that some loss of life has oceurred,

GRANTED A RESPITE.

Thomas St. Clalr WIill Not be IHanged
on September 21st.

SAN TF'rancisco, Sept, 3.—Thomas St.
Clair, one of the murderous sailors of the
bark Hesper's crew, under sentence to
be hanged ou September 2lst, has been
granted a respite until November 2d by
Presideut Cleveiand,

Two others of the crew are under sen-
tence ot death for the same erimme—Lkilling

St. Clair is delayed, pending the action of
the United States Supreme Court on an
appeal of their cases,

A similar appeal in St. Clair's case has

of the tower court was sustained, so there
is little probability of a contrary decision
in the other cases, It is provable that the
three multinous sailors will be hanged te-
gether.

The three condemned men were of the
crew that conspired to kill off all of the
officers -of the Hesper, including the
Captain, save his wife, who was to be
kept a prisoner, and then to cruise as
pirates in the Southern Seas. The kill-
ing of Mate Fitzgerald us he paced the
quarterdeck one dark night was the first
muider agreed upon. Fitzgerald’s body
was thrown overboard by ihe murderers,
and when the Captain came on deck
early in the morning he was told that
the Mate had accidentally fallen into
the sea and drowned, but there on
the quarterdeck were the
blood stains that the murderers had been
unable to wash from the boards.

ators confessed all to the Captain, and the
plotters were thus foiled.

A Child Killed by a Street Car.
Tacoma, Sept, 3,—To-night eight-vear-

Fair.
track before the car, when a companion
shonted to him to come back.
to go back, when the car struck him,

stantly. ‘The tnother is half crazy with
grief.  The father, a carpenter, is now in
Portland. Coroner Hoskel held an in-
vestigation and declared the car em-
ployes were blameless.

Mount Jewell and this city and the head |

Eikert Company bhas laid water linesin !

character has reached |

1z contribu- |

{ Irrigation Congress

LABORS HOLIDAY

'

The Third Generally Observed in
Eastern Cities.

| LARGE PARADES AT CHICAGO AND
NEW YORK.

|
{ The Third National Irrigation Cone
gress Convenes at Denver, Repree
sentatives of Seventeen States and
j Territories Being Present—The Del=
egates Stirred Up by a Letter From

Secretary of Agriculture Morton.

| Special to the Recorp-UNION.

Cricaco, Sept. 3.—The tenth annual
Labor Day parade by the trades unions of
{ Chicago left Bricklaysrs’ Hall at 10
{ 0’clock this morning. Passing through
| the business district the procession finally
| halted at Ogden’s Grove, where it dis-
! banded. Passing Liucoln Monument, in
] -

{ Lincoln Park, the large procession was
| reviewed by Congressman MecGann, who
| was speaker of the day at Ogden’s Grove;
| Eugene V. Debs, President of the Ameri=
| can Railway TUnion: John MecBride,
| President of the United Mine-Workers’
s g e 3 :

{ Union; John ¥. Waters, Mark L. Craw-
| ford, Viector E. Lawson, Willis Abbott;
| S. S. Rogers and William C. Hollister of
| the FEight-Hour Herald. TFully fifteen
i thousand men were in line, many in ani-
{ form, and, headed by a platoon of police,
{ the eight divisions made a brilliant spec-
| tacle. Prizes were awarded for unions
| baving the largest number of men in
| line, for best unitormed body indine, for
best press report of the day’s proceedings
and for the athletic events.

IN NEW ENGLAND,

Boston, Sept. 3,—Labor’s holiday was
| celebrated throughout New England to-
| day. DBusiness was generally suspanded.
{ 1n all the cities a wealth of entertainment
was oflered, and all day the streets were
alive with bands of music and proces-
sious. In Boston over 15,000 were 1n line.
T'his atternnou.mo annual barge races
were rowed on the St, Charles River, fol-
lowed by the regatta of the New England
Amateur Rowing A ssociation, while half
a dozen clubs held their annual races dur-
ing the day. Ball games, athletic con-
tests and theatricals entertained thon-
sands. In New Bedford and Fall River
the strikes were an incentive for great
Lixs;»lu_y, more so than usual, and the labor
organizations turned out with full ranks,
carrying _banners expressing the senti-
ments of the strikers regarding the
strikes.

AT OMAHA,

OMAHA, Sept. ty thousand peo-
ple participated in the Labor Day ceiebra-
tion in Omaha to-day. Hundreds from
all over the State were present. Thirty
thousand representatives of Nebraska la-
bor unions were in procession., The city
| was in holiday attire, the demonstration
| concluding with a picnic with local s
ers at Syndicate Park. The city salesinen
and trades display formed the fuishing
touch to the parade in a way which dem-
onstrated the extent and strength of their
forces, All sorts of wagons, Hoats, car-
riages and vehicles were in line, repre-
| senting almost every imaginable article
| of domaestic consumption. There were
[ tfully 500 vehicles driven in this division.
1
|

o ¥
e

The speakers at the park were A.
Dever, President of the Nebrasika State
FFederation of Labor, *The Day and What
{ It Means’’; Sidney J. Kent, Secretary of
| the Executive Board of Carpenters and
{ Joiners of America, **The Classes and the
Masses”’; Thomas S. Kidd, General Sec-
retary of the Machine Wood-Workers of
Chicago, *“The Rights and Wrongs of
Labor.”

AT WASHINGTON.
WasniNGgTON, Sept. 3.—To-day being
Labor Day all the Government Depart-
ments and oftiices were closed, as were
many stores and public places. T'he labor

| organizations paraded.

A LARGE TURN-OUT.
New Yorgk, Sept. 3.—Labor made an

imposing demonstration here to-qay.
Twenty thousand men, representing

nearly all the trades, were in line, and
here and there in the procession were
bands of women,

IRRIGATION CONGRESS,
Third Session of the National Body
Conveues at Penver.

DeENVER, Sept. 3.—The third National
convened to-day.
Some 200 deiegates, representing seven-
teen States and Terrilories, were present,

besides representstives from Canada,
Russia, Mexico and other foreign coun-
| tries. William E. Smythe, Chairman of

the National Executive Committee, de-
livered the opening address. Governor
Waite, Mayor Van Horn and President
Byers of-the Chamber of Commerce wel-
comed the delegates,

Ex-Governor Prince of New Mexico
introduced a resolution giving every per-
scn who has come to the convention the

| right to participate, regardless of the rep-
resentation fixed by the Los Angeles

Convention. 1t was referred to the Com=
mittee on Credentials. °
Hon. L. Q. Cannon of Salt Lake was

of Mate IMitzgerald—and the execution of |

i
1
|

already been passed on and the sentence |

|
i

| Second Assistant Secretary.,

|
I
i
|
|

telltale |

unanimously chosen temporary Chaire
man.

The Committee on Credentials submit-
ted a resolution, wich was adopted, to the
effect that each State and Territory repres
sented be entitled to its full vote, and
that all persous appointed by any author-
ity be permitted to vote in determining
how the vote of his State or Territory
shall be cast,

Reports of Committess on Permanent
Organization, Resolutions and Rules, and
Order & Business, each consisting of ene
delegate from each State and Territory
was the next business transacted. A f{ter
a short recess the Committee on Perma-
nent Organization recommended for per-
manent otficers of the congress Kdward
Mead of Wyoming, President; John C.
IFoster of Kansas, First Vice-President;
Thomas L. Smith of Colorado, Secratary;
A. M. West of California, First Assistant
Secretary; H. V. Hinckley of Kansas,
Vice-Presi-
dents from each State and Territory were
announced. The report was unanimously
adopted,

Several resolutions were introduced,
which were referred; one by Mr. Pierce
of Texas, who asked that the congress be
requested to appoint, and also to ask the
Republic of Mexico to appoint Irrigation
Commissions for aggreeing uvon the di-
visions of the waters of the Rio Grande.

Mr. Dennis of Canada asked that Canada

{ be included in the resolution, which was

X ) Jefore |
night came on again one of the conspir- |

agreed to.
The delegates were stirred up by the
receipt of the following letter from J.

| Sterling Morton, Secretary of Agricult-
| ure, in which he paid his respects to the

convention as follows: *“The questions
considered by these irrigation conven-

> | ti ino - racti ‘Bl
old Oscar Nelson was struck, killed and i s e ey o b

irrigation. They an.hunt simply to the

run over by a North Tacoma street car | coming together of a budy of citizens for
loaded with passengers for the Interstate |

the purpose of petitioning Congress for

The child had nearly crossed the | grants of lands and accession of whatever

| control or ownership the General Gov-

He started | ernment may have of the waters of the

| arid region.”

crushing bhis skull and killing him in- |

A delegate objected to the words of Mr,

!Mor:on as an insult to the convention,

{ and moved that thedocument be returned

to Washington. J° E. Leet appeared in
the role of peacemaker, and the letter was
placed on tile,
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