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A SANTA ROSA SENSATION.

|

County Treasury Robbed of a Large g
Amount of Money.

THE CUSTODIAN OF THE FUNDS
LOCKED IN THE VAULT

Eight Thousand Dollars the Amount |

Sonoma’s People Lose— Treasurer

Stofer Nearly Suffocated During the |
Many Hours of His Incarceration —
Timely Arrival ot His Wife Saves |
His Life. |

Kfpecial to the RECORD-UNTON.

SaxTA Rosa, Deec. 28.—Santa Rosa bhad
the biggest sensation ia its history to-
day. 'The County Treasury was robbed
of mnearly $5,000, and County Treasurer
Stofen was left insensible in the vault to
suffocate by the robbers, who locked the
door of the vault on him, The robbery
occurred about 9 o’clock this morning,
but was not discovered until about 5
o'clock this evening., All this time pe
lay on the floor of the wvault gasyingilor
breath, fearing every moment during
consciousness would be his last,

Had it not been for the timely arrival
of his wife, tize only person in town who
knew the combination, he would have
been dead, She had been at Cloverdale,
and on her return here about 4 o’clock
Jearned that the Treasurer had not been
home to dinner. The children said they
had taken his dinner up to him and bad
Jett it in iront of the oflice, but could not
get in, : :

Mrs., Stofen suspeecting something
wrong, rushed down to the office, which |
is on the south corner of the Courthouse !

and adjoining the Sherifl’s office. |
The door was locked, but wx_Lh
the aid of the Janitor she opened it.

Letween the front part of the ofiice and
Treasurer Stofen’s {ront office is a wicket
gate, This was also locked.

Unce inside Mrs, Stofen found her fears
realized. On onedesk was her husband’s
coat and hat, On the floor in confusion
were money trays in which the Treasurer
carries money from the vanlt, which i1s in
a rear oflice, to his desk in the front room. |

About that time a faint knocking \\:us[
heard from inside the vault. Mrs, Stofen |
cried out that her husband was in the |
vault, and that she could save him if she
could remember the uumbmatwu.‘ The
first time she tried she failed, owing to
her great excitement. The next time,
realizing that her husband’s life depended
upon her coolness, sl'xe Was more suc-
cessful, and the big iron doors of the
vault slowly swung open,

Treasurer Stofen was found on the
floor of the vault unconscious. The sate
door was open and most of the money
gone. )

Treasurer Stofen, soon as he revived,
said bhe opened up the oflice as usual
about Y o’clock. As he was carrying out
the trays with money from the vault, a
tall man in his stocking feet stepped into
the door of the vault, and, with uplifted
dagger in his right handg told him to
drop the trays, which he did. As he
stooped over to lay tae Lruys_ down, the
robber struck him a powerful blow on I

the back of the head, which rendered
him unconscious, for now long he could
not tell. He says the man was tall and
wore chin whiskers, and must have
gained admittance to the oflice during the
night and waited for him to open the
sale.

he officers are scouring the country
for the robber, but not a trace ias been
found.

The officers say there have been a num-
ber of hard-looking characters in town
recently, but most of them have been
common tramps,

It is the belief of many that the job was
done by parties living in Santa Rosa who
were familiar with the county cfiices and
knew just how to proceed to loot the
Treasury.

Owing to the start the robber had the
oflicers think the chances of finding him
are rather slim. There are many the-
ories as to how the robber got into the
otkice, but the most general belief is that
he got there on Thursday night and hid
uptil the I'reasurer opened the vault jand
walked into it.

IACES,

Whitestone Wins the Match
With Pescador.

SAN Fraxcisco, Dee. 28. — Jockey
“Soup” Perkins arrived yesterday and
to-day rode three winning mounts,

The interest in the match race between
‘Whitestone and Pescador, for $2,500 a
side, was intense. Whitestone was the
favorite at one to two, with Pescador at
eight to five. The pair raced together to
the three-quarter pole, when Pescador,
ridden by Chern, fell and Whitestone
won, Circe and Dick Behan were the
other favorites winning,

Five and a half furiongs, Johnny Payne
won, Primanda second, Queen Bee third.
Time—1:17. e

Five furlongs, two-year-olds, Circe
won, imp. Vigor second, Hanford third,
Time—1:004.

Aboutsix furlongs, Braw Scott won,
Red Glen second, San Luis Ray third. |
Time—1:22]

One mile, match race,
Whitestone won. Time- 4.

Six furlongs, selling, Dick Behan won,
Quirt second, San Lucas third., Time—
12243,

BAY DISTRICY

ace

$2,000 a side,
W

THE SPRECKELS HANDICAP,

SAN Fraxcisco, Dee. 28.—The Spreckels
bandicap, the biggest race of the year on
the Yacitic Coast, will be run to-morrow,
and a big crowd will probably see the
crack horses strugele lor the £10,000 prize.
The Kentucky stable will make a strong
bid for it with Lissak, Jim Flood and
Major Melaughlin, ail three of which
will start.

The track is in very bad condition, and
with thelight weights carried by the two-
year-olds, it is considered u sure thing for !
one of Chinn’s youngsters, {

The probable starters will beas follows: |
Vassal (123), Cadmus (123), Hawthorne |
(118), Gilead (117), Lovdeal (116), Lissak
(106), Jim Flood (92), Major MecLaughlin |
(89), Charmion (110), Grandee (95), Del
Norte (83), Creighton (102), Articus (108),
WILL STAY, |
Sax Fraxcisco, Dec. 28.—The dispatch |
from Louisville which stated that 134 |
Corrigan had engaged twenty-four stalls |
at Churchill Downs for his string of |
racers created considerable interestamong
horse men here, as it was feared Corrigan
was about to desert San IFrancisco, Mr.
Corrigan, however, stated that he had no
intention of leaving San Francisco, as he |
considered it a good place to winter, He |
will keep his horses here until Marech, |
when they will be sent to Memphis for |
the spring campaign. He had engaged
the stalis at Chureinll Downs for some
horses at present at Hawthorne and for
Sowe yeariings,at his farm at Midway,

CORRIGAN

| ual training,

| Mystery Concerning the Arthur Bel=

| among the West Coast Indians of a little

| father has been abandoned by the police,

| age, says he went to school at Chassel,

| believe they came directly from the East

{ here with the police and will give evi-

| celebrated the purchase of the boy with a
! grand dance.
{and the whole tribe danced around him

| to-day over the Southern Pacific.

| heading tor Mexico.

<

ual training. She spoke of the practical }
value of 2 knowledge of science, litera- |
ture and art and the commercial value of |
raw material, skilled labor and beauty.
Ardley’s paper was devoted to a defini- ‘
nition of industrial art and its practical |
value, how drawing should be taught |
and the relation of industrial art to man- |

The Californja Science Association held :
a meeting in the Cougregational Church
parlors this morning. Professor Hengst-
ler’s paper was on *‘Socialism Unfavora-
ble to the Development of A bility.”

C. C. Blethen’s was on
Methods of Taxation.” Mary Olmsted
Staunton gave an interesting talk on tne
“‘Outlines of Scientific Physiognomy.”

This evening Professor Joseph Le Conte
lectured on the psychological relations
of man to the lower animals. A recep-
tion and dance to the teachers was given
later at the Pacific Ocean House,

SOLD IN10 sSLAVERY.

linger Story.
Vicroria (B. C.), Dec. 28.—There is a
Inystery about the sale into slavery

boy by Arthur Bellinger. joth are

HOLOCADST IN ORECON

' A Horrible Tragedy Occurs Christ-

mas Eve at Silver Lake.

“*Rational | pPORTY-ONE LIVES LOST AND MANY

PEOPLE INJURED.

| Fire Breaks Out Durling Festivities of

a Christmas Tree, Caused by the

Overturning of a Lamp — I'eople
Rush Headlong Into the Flames, to

Meet With a Horrible Death.
Special to the RECORD-UNTON.
KrayMaTH FALLs (Or.), Dec. 28.—News

Americans, and the man, who is a crip-
ple, formerly lived in Seattle.

The boy | horrible

has just been received here thata most
holocaust occurred at Silver

is too young to tell the story, but main- | Lake, Lake County, Oregon, on Christ-

tains he once lived in Michigan, He says
Bellinger treated him brutaily, and 8ays |
he would be happier among the Indians.
The idea that Bellinger is the child’s

who now think that there was some rea-
son for putting the child out of the way.
The boy, who is about eight years of

Mich,, for a year, and that the teacher’s
name was Cooly. Beilinger_and child
lett here for West Coast three months ago
in the schooner Favorite, and the police

here before the trip was taken. The po-
lice had trouble getting the child, as the
Indians spirited him away. However, |
by aid of Catholic missionaries, he was |
recovered. The chief of the tribe came
dence

against Bellinger. The Indians

He was stripped, painted,

and treated him very kindly, and the |
boy objected to parting with one old In-
dian woman who had been especially |
kind to him. Bellinger is to be arraigned |
to-morrow, I

. THE GAY DRUMMER., i

L |

Alexander Docter Held to Answer for |
Embezzlement.

Los ANGELEs, Dec. 28,—Alexander
Docter, the defaulting commercial trav-
eler, who it is alleged defranded Mose
Gunst out of §3,500, was given his pre-
liminary examination to-day, and was
held to answer before the Superior Court

There were two startling features in
connection with the proceedings, the ab-
sence of M, Polaski, the most important
witness in the case, and the annoance-

nient that the prosecutor had been paid |

his loss in full and was desirous of dis-
missing the action,

The District Attorney claims that he
will go ahead with the case, and that he
has sufficient testimony to convict Doc-
ter even if Polaski fails to putin an ap-
pearance,

General Booth at Portland.

PorTLAND, Dec. 28.—General William
Booth, of the Salvation Army, arrived
He
was driven to the residence of ex-United
States Attorney-General Williams, whose
guest he will be during his stay here.

At 1l o’clock the pastors of the various
churches met General Booth at the
Taylor-street Methodist Church, where
he addressed a large assembiage. This
evening, at the Exposition, Mayor Frank
welcozed the General to the city, after
which he addressed the large audience
assembled.

A savings Bank Fails,

SPOKANE, Dec. 28, —The Commercia]
Savings Bank, a small concern, closed its
doors to-day. John Wickham of Rear-
don is President and D. K. McDonald
Cashier. These two, with J. C. Keeler of
Almira, Charles V., Wadham of Spokane
and George Ii. Edmiston, are directors,
The capital stock is $50,000. ‘T'he last
oficial statement, issued October 2d, was
as follows:

Capital stock, $30,000; loans,
$49,145; cash and e
$5,915; deposits, ¥

change, $32,464; protits,
3,902, .
Nipped in the Bud.

Los ANGELEs, Dec. 28.—When the
chain-gang came in from its work this
afternoon every member of it was thor-
oughly searched to see what was picked
up during the day. Another reason for
the searcn was the rumor that there was
going to be a concerted attempt on
the part of the prisoners to escape,

Un one was found a vegy keen razor,
on another a piece of steel fashioned into
asaw, and on tie third a key that would
unlock the shackles.

]

Central Pacific Atfairs,

SAN FranNcisco, Dec. 28.—A special
meeting of the Directors of the Central
Pacific Railroad Company was held here
this afternoon. The principal object of
the meeling was to give Sir Charles
Rivers "Wiison, who 1s here as a repre-
senlative ol the English shareholders, an
opporiunity of meeting the direciors as a
body. The meeluing was very inforinal,
and it is stated that no business of par-
ticular importance was transacted.

Charged With Forgery,

Los ANGELES, Dec. 28,—A. H, Switzer
was arrested to-day charged with having
forged the name of Pete Lohman, the ex-
ball player, 10 a 330 check, upon which he
obtlained the money. Swiizer became
very indignant when placea under arrest,
and sald that Lis arrest was an insult; that
lhie was in the grocery busines in San
Francisco, and could give all explanation
and relerence desired.

‘“*Particulariy Deaqd.”

Pa®~ix (Ariz.), Dee. 28, —Price, the
muraerer, and Jim Young, the counter-

! teiter, who escaped from jail on Christ-

Lan evening, were seea passing Sentinel,
Their trail is cov-
ered aund the chances for their capture,
dead or alive, is good—particularly dead,
as both are heavily armed. Sheriff Mur-
phy has offered a rewarda of 3500 1or their
capture.

Who Owned the Skuil ?

SanTa Rosa, Dec. 28,—Deputy Shentif |

Dougherty bas in his possession a human
skuil found in the bed of Santa Rosa
Creek here, about which there is much
speculation. The skull has been exam-
ined by a number of physicians, who
give it as their opiniou the person to
whom it belonged has not been dead

| much over a year.

Burgiary sat Anaheim.

SANTA ANa, Deec.

entered by burglars last night and the
saie relieved of avout §500.

| perpeirated by tramps who etiected an

28, —Ferdinand |
DBlack’s furniture store at Anaheim was |

Ay eutlrance to the store through a rear win-

|
e e | dow. Noarrests have yet been made.
TEACHERS. | SRR
A R l Election Contest.
{ SaNn Fraxcisco, Dec. 23, —Joseph
Sheerer (Rep.) began an action in the Su-
B Oalibions. 5 ok t .. | perior Court to-day to contest the election
be Ldvl.f(irll!a ‘}mle Teachers Asso\:.ao | of John McCarthy (Dem.), in the Thirty-
Uon this morning H. 1. Ardley read a | gixth Assembly District. Sheerer claims
paper on wanual training. | 1o have bgeu counted out. The accredited
Katberine M. Bail’s paper was on man- | Feturns give McCarthy 258 plurality.

What the state
Yesterday’s

Association Did at

sessiou.

SANTA Cruz, Dee. 28, —At the session of |

"ﬂ'ﬁ- POGIILA ORI ORI

1 mas eve, in which forty-one people were

burned to death and sixteen badly in-
jured, five of whom will die.

A large crowd had assembled in Chris-
man Bros’. hall to attend a Christmas
tree. While the festivities were at their

hight some one climbed on a bench, from |
s X |
which point he expected to geta better

view of what was going on.

ceiling, overturning it. The oil imme-

diately caught fire, and everything in the |

room being dry and of an inflammable
nature, the room was soon a mass of
flames. Some one shouted, **Shut the
door and keep guiet; it can be put out!”
3y this time the confusion was so great
that people began scrambling in a wild
endeavor to reach the door., Women and

| children were trampled under foot. There

was only one door to the bhall, and the

| fire being between the majority of the

crowd and the door, many people rushed
headlong into the flames,

The dead are: Mirs. John Buick and
two children, Mrs, Owsley and two chil-
dren, J. K, Buick and daughter, Mrs,
Snelling, Mrs, Howard and two children,
Wood Hearst and wife, Mrs. Coshow,
Frank West, wife and two children, Ld.
Bowen, Miss McCauley, T. J. Lambri
and child, Mrs. Ward, Mrs. U. F. Ab-
shier, Frank Horning, Mrs, Payne, Mrs.

Robert Smali, Mrs, Illa
Ward and child, Frank Ross, mother and
sister, a child of Roy Ward,
| ton, Mrs. Gus. Schroeder and child,

The five injured and likely to die are:
Mrs. T, J. Lambrie, Robert Snelling and
sister, Ildward Payne and son.

The building, a two-story frame struct-
ure, contained Chrisman Brothers’ store
on the first tfloor, and on the second was
the hall which was rented for gatherings
of all kinds.

Silver Lake is a small village in Lake
County of about a hundred inhabitants,
| and is 150 miles from the nearest tele-
| graph ofiice.

YOLO TRAIN WRECK.
Testimony at the Appleman Trial at
Woodland.

WoopLaxp, Dee. 28.—At the afternoon
session of the Appleman trial Mrs.
Matheny testified that after Appleman’s
white hat was in her wardrobe on the
11th of July. Mrs, Agnes Fisk saw the
three-seated rig on the 1lith of July.
There were only three men in it. She did
| not recognize Appleman as one of them.

The next witness, J, C. Churchill, fur-
nished the only sensation of the day. He
is a dancing-school teacher, but was for-
merly employed by the railroad company,
and went out with the strikers. He saw
the train go out, and fifiteen minutes later
saw Appleman in
House in

On

Sacramento.

cross-examination wiltness was
at the time he saw Appleman. He re-
plied: *‘Yes, Isaw a lot of people there,
but I won’t tell you who they were, By
getting 1nto this I lost the last ghost of a

the railroad comipany, and I am not going
to tell on them, because they have tami-
lies and would lose their jobs. 1 would
be hanged beiore I would teil on them. I
know ten or fifteen, but you are nut go-
ing to get it out of me.”

Mr, Cook moved to strike out the
speech of witness, because it was not re-
sponsive. The court granted the motion,
and the defense excepted.

General Hart asked if he would give
him the names, and after some hesi-
tation the witness repiied *“No.” The
court refused to allow the witness to say
why he declined to give the names.

T. L. Cripp was withdrawn because the

ous to the wreck. The evidence of W, J.
Thompson, the last witness of the day,
was unimportant.

Ten days more will be required by the
defense.

ILONG PASSAGE-s,

Two More of the Overdue Coul-Laden
Vessels Arrive.

SAN Francisco, Dec. 28, —The coal-
laden bark Sea King, twenty-four days
from Nanaimo, B. (., came into port this
evening. On Christmas morning the Sea
King was sighted ten iles north of
Point Reyes, only a few hours distant
from San Francisco, and her owners
were again becoming anxious about her,

The schooner John F. Miller, twenty-
five days out from Portland, was also
towed into port this evening, She was
| sighted on Alou@asv last just off the Far-
allone Islands. The schooner was then
in a disabled condition, having been
stripped of several of her sails, but it was
feared that she had pbeen driven out to sea
again,

Nothing has been heard of the coal-
laden ship J. H. Brown since the »3d
inst., when she was sighted off
Mendocino. She is out twenty-iive days
from Nanaimo.

Captain Pierce of the bark Sea King
thinks he saw the bark Columbia on the
hthinst...or several days after the big
storm. The Columbia was heading due
south, and appeared to be in good trim.

peated stories of her probable loss have
made them nervous.

FEDERAL PRISONERS,
~
‘Judge Ross After the Officers Who
Allowed Them to Escape,
Los ANGELEs, Dec. 28,—Judge Il M.
Ross to-day addressed the Grand Jury,

| siating that information had reached him |
The robbery is supposed to have been |

judicial district persons in charge of!
United States prisoners have voluntarily |
permitted them to go at large, and not |
only so, but bave falsely and fraudulently |
presented clgxms against the Government i
sor the keeping of such prisoners during
the time that they have so sufiered them
Lo escape.

In doing so |
his head struck a lamp hanging from the |

Nettie Williams and child, W, Clay Mar- |
with bonds fixed in the sum of 35,000, | in and  wife,

Ira Hamil- |

front of the Tremont !

asked it he saw other men he recognized |

chance 1 had of getting back to work for |

court refused to ailow him to testify to |
cccurrences on the track the day previ- |

Cape |

This news will be received with much |
pleasure by the vessel’s owners, as re- |

that in several of the counties within this |

and promptly indict the -offenders if the
information proved correct. . :

‘ Judge HRoss dif not specify in open
i

— —
}charged them to investigate the matter,
|

court whom they were to investigate, but

it is generally un:erstood that he referred

to the Sheriffs oi Santa Barbara and San
| Bernardino and Fresno Counties.

JAMES G. FAIR DEAD.

Suddenly Expires at a Hotel in San
Francisco.

SaN Francisco, Dee. 28.—Ex-Senator
James G. Fair died suddenly at the Lick
House at 12:20 to-night.

Senator Fair has been in poor health
| for some time, suffering from asthma. A
| few days ago he caught cold while going

out in a rainstorm to view some of his
| property improvements at North Beach.
| The cold did not apparently atlect his
| lungs, but settled in his kidneys. This
| evening he was feeling better than for
| the past few days and his death was en-
| tirely unexpected.

| Senator I'air was about 64 years old.
{ His death was due to a complication of
| kidney and stomach troubles. His only
{ son, Charles G. IYair, whomn he disinher-
| ited about a year ago, was with his father
| at the time of his death, a reconciliation
| having been etlected a short timme ago.

Senator IFair was born in Ireland and
served as United States Senator from
| Nevada, He maae his fortune on the
i Comstock lode, and was a member of the

famous Bonanza tirm of Flood, Mackay,

Fair and O’Brien. He largely increased
| his wealth by investments in San Fran-
cisco and California real estate, and his
| fortune is estimated at $20,000,000,

Senator Fair has been more seriously
ill than his friends cared to admit. Last
| night he was known to be sinking, but
this information was not made public.

Dr. Livingston, one of the late Sena-
tor’s closest friends, says that he saw
Senator Fair’s will, and that his estate
will amount to between $35,000,000 and
$40,000,000, While the two daughters,
Mrs. Herman Oelrichs and Miss Virginia
Iair, and his son, Charles Fair, will re-
ceive large fortunes, the main part of the
property, it is believed, has been left to
sowme charity, in emulation of Senator
(Stanford and James lick, which will
immortalize Senator Fair’s name,

RAILROAD STRIKERS,
Charges Except as to lLeaders Likely
to be Dismissed.

SAN Francisco, Dec. 28,—United States

| Attorney Knight has about given up all |

| hope of ever convicting the railroad
strikers who were recently indicted for
obstruecting the mails and interstate com-
merce, To-day Mr. Knight announced
that he would/shortly recommend to At-
torney-General Olney to dismiss the cases
against at least three-fourths of the strik-
{ ers, as there is mo chance of convicting
them. Knight has decided to advise the
Attorney-Geuneral that the prosecution be
abandoned in all cases except those of the
ringleaders,

This action, it is said, is being taken
| because of the developments in the trial
of Mayne and Cassiday, the Palo Alto
strikers, who are now on trial in the
United States District Court, The Gov-
ernment, it is- said, has tound that the
levidence against these men was not so
| strong as was expected. It was believed
when the cases were first called that the
Government \\'nuru have no trouble in
weaving a web of guilt about the defend-
ants, but when the trial was commenced
things were found to be of a different na-
ture, ‘The evidence furnished the Gov-
ernment was discovered to be incom-
plete.

Mr. Knight thinks that the strikers
have sullered enough already.. They
bave lost their pesitions, and many have
suflered imprisonment.

I'he prosecution
sirike, however, will be pushed with
vigor. This action that Mr. Knight is
about to take practically means the dis-
missal of the strikers, tor bis recom-
mendations will in all probability be fol-
lowed aud the cases dropped.

GAME OF FOOTBALL,
| Great Interest Centered in the Chl-
cago=-I’alo Alto Contest,

1.Los ANGELEsS, Dec. 28.—Great interest
is centered in to-morrow’s football game
between P’alo Alto and the Chicago boys,
and, if the weather permits, it is likely
that a large portion of Los Angeles’ pop-
ulation will spend the afternoon at Athe
letic Park. No bard work was done to-
day, both teams putting in their time at
“*sign’’ practice.

The Chicago boys are, of course, confi-
dent of victory, but speak in the highest
terms of the ability of their opponents,
Captain Alien said he considered the
Stanford men even superior to his own
men, but the Chicagos were all **veter-
ans” at the game, and there were few

{tricks of the game with which they
| were not familiar,
Captain Downing of the Palo Alto

team 1s very quiet as to what he will do

on Christmas in San Fraucisco.

A sleady rain bas been falling since 6
o’clock, which, it continued, will put the
grounds in an unsatisfactory condition.
| but the gams will go on just the same,

Serious Indian Troubles Expected.

TucsoN (Ariz.), Dec. 28,—A Mexican
i sheepherder was brought into Bisbee to-
| day suffering from a gunshot wound
{ through the thigh. He says he was at-
| tacked by five mounted Indians while
| alone looking after his sheep, and when
| he took to his heels the redskins opened
| fire on him, only one of the shots taking

| etfect. It

{ is the opinion of old-timers

that this bold attempt at murder is but a
starter for serious Indian troubles. Part
of Geronimo’s band of Apaches has been
returned to the San Carlos Reservation,
their old stamping grounds, and while
they have been there only a short time,
they are beginning to act in a way that is
causing seitlers considerable alarm,

The Youths Killed Near Elmira,

VaLnryo, Dec. 25.—James Fell of Vir-
ginia City., Nev., ’s here to try to
ideutify tnree young tramps who were
killed by a train near LElmira some
time ago. He fears bis son George
Edwin Fell and two playmates
named Thomas Gavigan and "Thomas
Whalen, who ran away from home in
Virginia City, were tbe boys Kkilled.
From the, description given of the dead
beys, Mr. Feil thinks they were the run-
aways, and the bodies will be exhumed
for further identilication. It 1s thought
| the boys were ndl_ug on a brake-beam
| and were thrown off under the wheels,

|
|

Cut Her Throat With a Razor,
BAKERSFIELD, Deec. 23.—A girl about
16 year of age, named Hattie May Win-
ters, committed suicide to-day at her
home., about six miles west of Bak-

| ersiield, by cutting her throat with a
| razor., This is the girl that accused
a man named Dinsniore of eriminal
assault about two years ago. The ac-

| year, with liabilities $163,:

TRADE IMPROVING.

Less Failures the Past Year Than
During the Preceding One.

THE AMOUNT INVOLVED MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS LESS.

| The Natlional Committee of the Peo-
ple’s Party, Together With Invited

Friends, Meet at St. Louis, Over

Two Hundred Delegates Taking
Part in the Deliberations.

Special to the RECORD-UNION,

NEw Yorxk, Dec. 28.—R. G. Dun &
Co.’s weekly review of trado will say:
Commercial failures in 1894 aiready re-
ported number 14,292 against 15,242 last
238,404, against
3346,779,859 last year. Next week the
final report for 1894 will probably include
about 400 more failures, with liabilities of
about $4,000,000. From these accounts
banks, bankers, financial and transporta-
tion companies are excluded. Manu-
facturing failures already number 2,726,
against 3,442 last year, but the liabilities
are only $64,491,287, against $176,982,091
last year., The trading failures already
number 11,314, against 11,512 last year,
but liabilities are only $37,899,087, against
$130,062,333 last year.

The statement by sections shows a de-
crease of about two-thirds in defaulted
liabilities in the Middle and Central
Northern States, one-half in the West
and Southwest, and a third in other sec-
tions,

IFailures for the week have been 350 in
the United States, against 551 last year,
and 41 in Canada against 41 last year,

BRADSTREET’S REPORT.
New Yorx, Dec. 28.—Bradstreet’s to-

of the leaders of the |

morrow will say: General trade presents
the usual holiday characteristics. A ma-
jority of wholesale dealers and manu-
facturers are beginning to have finished
taking accounl of stock or arranging set-
| tlements for the new year. Main activ-
| ity has been for Chrisumas specialties in
retail lines. 'I'ne practical conclusion of
boliday trade has broughtabout a mod-
erate reaction, and this emphasizes the
dullness in preceding weeks. Jobbers
claim that the outlook for trade during
the late wiuter and early spring is for
very conservative buying. But in some
lines, notably heavy textiles, the recent
cold weather and  stimulated prices and
sales reports from dealers West and
South indicate that stocks are low, al-
most beyond precedent. Traveling sales-
men, with few exceptions, are off the
road.

Boston reports 37,600,000 pounds of wool

43,500,000 one year ago, the decrease being
exclusively in domestic varieties.

Industries are shut down in many in-
stances to make repairs or take stock,
| and, owing to extremely low prices for
industrial staples, the wage movement
tends downward. Quotations for staple
merchandise show more firmness, wich
sugar, cotton, wheat, corn, steel, naval
stores, tobaceo, tin and copper practically
unchanged in prices. Oats, among cere-
als, records a fractional advance, while
print cloths and other stapie cottons are
| lower in conformity with results of re-
| cent auctions, and pork and lard, with
increasing supplies of lower grades of
livestock at Western markets, Coffee,
too, is depressed, and there are rumors of
countracts for iron and steel at a shade
under last week’s quotations, although
not confirmed.

Reduced stocks of American available
suppiies of wheat, notwithstanding re-
ports in the visible statement of an in-
crease, tend to strengthen that cereal,
but the surprisingly large total of that
cereal (flour included as wheat) sent
abroad last week is fully offset by the
shrinkage in such exports this week, the
total, both coasts of the United States, be-
ing 1,814,000 bushels, compared with
3,004,000 bushels in the previous week,
2,036,000 bushels in the week a year ago,
2,917,000 bushels two years ago, 3,106,000
bushels three years ago,” and as con-
trasted with 1,031,000 bushels for the last
week in the calendar year of 1890,

Special returns to Bradstreet’s show a
net decrease within the year of about
3,000 individuals, firms, and corporations
established in business throughout the
country, but owing to the decrease in the
number of failures, the commercial
death rate is enly about L.21 in every 100
engaged in business in the four years
preceding 1893, It is also shown that 78

with his opponents, but he is determined | Panks are rgpur_t‘ed suspended this year
to make a closer game than was played | compared with 598 the year before, owing

315,452,000, as contrasted with $170,000,000
| the year before. Mercantile failures in
the United States for the calendar year
(December 27, 1893, to December 26, 1594,)
aggregate 12,721, or 18 per cent, less than
{in the panic year 1893, when the total,
| 15,560, were 51 per cent. heavier than in
| 1892,  Liabilities of failing traders this
year aggregate $149,500,000, a reduction of
| 63 per cent. from 1893, and assets of §79,-
600,000, a falling off of 70 per cent,

PEOPLE’S PARTY.

Conference of the Natlonal Commlittee
at Missourl’s Metropolis.

St. Louis, Dec. 28.—The conference of
the National Committee of the People’s
party, with invited friends, began to-day,
with an attendance of over 200. The
meeting was called to order by the Na-
tional Chairman, Mr. Taubenbeck, and
immediately proceeded to discuss the ad-
visability ot holding the sessions in se-
cret. The debate developed a tangle, out
of which the gathering pulled itself, after
nearly two hours’ discussion, by resolv-
ing itself into an informal conference,
with Mr. Taubenbeck in the chair, the
committee proper being deciared ad-
journed until 2 p, M,

Secretary Turner of the National Com-
mittee was made Secretary of the confer-
ence, The Chairman then stated the pur-
pose of the conference, as indicated in the
call, Upon motion of General Weaver,
the Chair was directed, after some aim-
less debate, to appoint & committee of
five upon credentials, and another of ten
upon the address, the latter to prepare a
summary of the advice of the conference.

Recess was then taken until 2 o’clock.

At the afternoon session, the National
Executive Committee having retired for
| the purpose of consultation, the counfer=-
ence listened to addresses by Delegates
Howard, Manning and Adams upon the
recent elections in Alabama, and others
upon the general purposes of the con-
ference. Adams In his closing seutences
created cousideral excitement by siating
~that though the Populists of Alabama
were long-suffering in their refusal to re-

cused was iried and found guilty, but a | gort to revolution, that patience might

| new irial was granted him, and the trial
was set again for the l4th ult. She wasa
simple, weak-minded girl.

.‘ Fire at Woodland.

| soon cease Lo be a virtue; that they would
| not stand by much longer and see their
| rights taken away.

| The National Executive Committee at
| this polnt presented a resolution adopted

in that town, compared with a stock of |

Woobraxp, Dec. 28,—The residence of | by it to the efiect that it deemed it expe-
Mrs. Mary Ward was totally destroyed | dient for the conference to adopt an ad-

by tire early this morning,

house with only their night-clothes on.

Suicide in Mendocino County.
CrLovERDALE, Dec. 28.—Sherman El-

After explaining to the jury that the | well, a young man employed as covk on

penalty forsuch an offense was a fine of |
not mors than §2,000, or imprisonment for
not more than Lwo years, oF boil, he

Mrs. Ward |
and her grand-daughter escaped from the

|
|

i
|
i

a ranch near Yorkville, blew the top of |

bis head off with a shotgun last night,
No cause is known for the suiclde.

dress direct to the people.
A report on rules and order of business

| was presen

After some debate both reports were

| accepted, and the conference proceeded to
| elect General Weaver temporary presid-
| ing officer of the conference, with W, D,

Vincent of Kansas and Milton Park of
Texas as Secretary and Assistant Secre-
tary.

Aiter a short recess the roll of States

|college buildings were burned by

was called for introducing of resolutions,
ete.
Delegate Adams of Alabama presented

a resolution requesting the United States |

Senate to adopt Senator Allen’s resolu-
tion for the appointment of a committee
to ascertain whether Alabama’s people
are living under a republican form of
government. The rules were suspended

and the resolution adopted unanimously. |

Arkansas, California, Oregon, Colorado,
Georgia, Idaho and Indiana reported
progress in the advancement of Populist
principles,

The Iliinois spokesman, Mr. Lord of
Chicago, presented resolutions adopted
by the Populist City Central Committee
of Chicago, denouncing the recent im-
prisonment of E. V. Debs and others;

also a series of resolutions prepared by |

Hon. Lyman Trumbull of Chicago. de-
nouncing the use of regular troops in the
Chicago labor disturbances last summer
as a wilitary invasion; denouncing the
1ssue of interest-bearing bonds in time of
peace; demanding the free coinage of
silver at the ratio of 16 to 1, and insisting
that monopolies bearing upon public
rights should be owned and operated by
the Government,

THE HELLISH KURDS.

Startling Story Told by a Recently Ar- |

rived Armenian.

NeEw York, Dee. 28.—The most inter-
esting immigrant at Ellis Island last
night was Diogenes Meniphey, a young
Armenian, who escaped from the fury of

the Turks just in time to save his life, |

and was about to be sent home as an un-
desirable immigrant, when his case was
reviewed by the immigrant oflicials and
he was discharged. Meniphey is only 18
years of age. He was a student at the

Armenian College at Marzovan, Arme- |

nia, and after seeing twenty of his school
companions murdered and two of the
college professors imprisoned and sen-
tenced to death, he determined to escape,
if possible, and guit the town by stealth,

He is a bright young man. This siood

him in good stead when he reached Con- |

stantinople, for he succeeded in deceiv-
ing the authorities in
foreiguer.
ploy of the American Bible Society, and,
being under the protection of the Amer-
ican flag, are never molested. They far-
nished him with money enough to come
here, but he had oniy $ when he landed
and thus came under the prohibited
class. His flight from Marzovan, he said,
was attended with great difficulty and
danger. The whole town was patrolled
by Tuarkish soldiers, and when they nad
nothing else to do they seunt a delegation
to the college to examine a student.

This consisted in merely of taking him
from the protection of the college, tying
a;stone around his neck and throwing
him into the river. 'I'wenty of the stu-
dents, he said, had been murdered in
that way in two years. Two of the pro-
fessors had been arrested and taken to
prison, where, after a mock trial, they
were sentenced to death. Previous to
the passage of this sentence, Mr. Merrick,
an Engilish professor of the college, ap-
pealed directly to his country for inter-
ference in Lehalf of the two men, which
was promptly given. Their release was
demanded and speedily granted.

The Turkish soldiers would visit the
college armed with a firman or order for
examination, which the college author-
ities were compelled to honor. The re-
turn of the students thus taken from the
college was always promised but tie
promise was never kept. Two of the
the
soldiers.

MADELINE POLLARD

Talks of the Report That She is to Be-
come an Actress.

NEW Yorxk, Dee, 28.—Statements have

been made that Miss Madeline Pollard

intended to go upon the stage, and in |

person or by an attorney she purposed
following Congressman Breckinridge
about the country to levy upon the pro-
ceeds of his lecture tour just begun.,
Prompted by this and other statements,
Miss Pollard has asked the Associated
Press to give publicity to the following: g

*To the Associuted Press: I have not
wanted to make a statement of any kind.
I could not see that what I did was of
any interest to people geunerally, so 1
have tried to bear all that has been said of
me as part of the punishment as a failure
as a woman. Within the last few days
the impression has goneabroad that I am
under an assumed name; that [ am
friendless and not sufficiently provided
for, and that I am in Washington., It
ever a woman had friends, great and
true—men and women—it is 1. [ will
not believe that men refuse to give my
brother employment because of my
broken life. Nearly half of America hus
wanted employwment this year.

**I am not going before the world in
any capacity. I have no message 1o carry.
I bave asked a question with my life; it
cannot be answered in a day. I have no
theatrical friends. 1 have never been
situated so I could bave. Thair world is
far removed from mine. I livequietly in
a private house with my brother and
Southern friends. I do not believe there
is a man or woinan on earth who thinks
there is money compensation for sorrow.
But I am sorry, if for any reason whatso-
ever, I am accused of realizing so little
from the emormous sorrow that over-
shadows my life. I am not under an as-
sumed name. I have not been in any
place where I was not well known., I do
not mean to be while I live, I have
stained my dear father’s people’s name,
and with Christian power I shall fight
from under the stain.”’

BIG FIRE AT LOUISVILLE.

Flames Spread Rapidly in the Business
Portion of the Cilcy,

LovuisviLLe (Ky.), Dec. 29.—Fire broke
out between 12 and 1 o’clock this (Satur-
day) morning, in the five-story building
of Stuckey, Brent & Co., in the business
part of the city. The entire fire depart-
ment responded, but the fire spread rap-
idly, and communicated to the rear of
the five-story building occupied by J. H.
Quast & Co.. burned its way through to
Main street. In a short time this build-
ing was also completely gutted,

The large six-story wholesale dry goods
house of Robinson, North & Co., adjoin-
ing the Quast building, is now on fira.

The losses 8o far are: Stuckey, Brent
& Co., $82,000, fully insured; J. H. Quast
& Co., 100,000, covered by insurance;
Bradford, Lawson & Co., $40,000, insured.

The weather is bitter cold, ant the fire-
men are suflering considerably,

At this hour (3 A. M) the fire is burning
fiercely.

Talk of a Printing-House Combine.

AERRON (0.), Dec. 28, —It is stated here
that there is a project on foot to combine
all of the larger printing houses of the
country. If the deal is comsummated
many millions of dollars will beinvolved,

the money coming not only from this
country, but trom Ilurope.

concerns of this city. He stated that the

matiter would be fully discussed at the |

annual meeting of the Wernier Company

to be held at Chicago during the early |

part of January,

California Scleuce Association.

SanTA CrRUz, Dec. 28.—The California
Science Association metin annual session
to-day. A number of papers were read
and the following officers elected: Presi-
dent, David Starr Jerdan, Stanford Uni-
versity; Vice-Presidents, C. H. Keyes,
Pasadena; Irving Stringbam, Berkeley;
Secretary, M. W. Haskell, Berksley;
Treasurer, L. Greem, Stanford; Custo-
dian, Rev. John D. Parker, San Diego.
The session will be continued to-niorrow.

believing him a |
His parents are in the em- !

) The inform- |
ation comes from one of the directors of |
one of the mawmmoth Wernier printing !

' RETORNING CHINESE
|

'Regulations for Carrying Out the
|
New Treaty Conditions.

LABORERS MUST RETURN WITHIN
A YEAR OF DEPARTURE.

Ex-Secretary of State John W. Foster

Requested by the Chinese Governe
ment to Go to Japan to Meet Ploni=

potentiaries of the Former Country

and Ald Them in Their Negotia=
tions for Peaca.
| Special to the Rig p-UNT10%,

WasHINGTON, Dec. 28.—The regula-
tions for the return to the United States
of Chinese laborers, as provided for by
the recent treaty between this country
and China, have been completed by the
| Secretary of the Treasury. Under the
regulations a Chinese laborer who has
| resided and registered in the United
States and departed therefrom, and who
may have a lawful wife, child or parent
in this country, or property therein of
the value of §1,000, or debts of like amount
| due him, will be permitted to return,
provided that before departing he de-
posits with the Commissigner of Customs
of the district in which he lives a certili-
cate of registration from the Internal
Revenue Collector and a full description
of his family, property or debts.

The papers must be accompanied by
three photographs of the laborer, and the
| statement submitted by him, if found to
| be correct, will be certified by the Col-
| lector or Customs. The papers, with tho
| photographs, are to be trausmitted to the
Collecior of Customs of the port from
whichi the Chinese person isto depart,
and who must return to the country by
the way of the port of his departure. The
certified description of tne Chinaman wil
be tiled in the oiiice of the Collector at
the port of eniry as a means of identifi-
cation,

The return to the United States must
be within one year of departure, unless
sickness or other disability vrevents, in
which event the facts are required to be
certitfied by the Chinese Consul at the
port from which the Chiunese person may
depart for the United States.

A certificate will be issued to the laborer
on his departure which will not contain
a description of the person to whom it is
issued, but will refer to the identification
papers by numbers, This will obviate
| the sale or exchange of certificates and
render the identitication of the returning
Chinese more certain. Collectors i
poris of exit will be required to transmit
to the Treasury Departinent weekly re-
ports of Chinese leaving their respective
ports, giving the name, lecal residence
and occupation of such persons.

The Collectors will also be required to
cancel all certificates of returning Chinese
and to forward the same to the treasury,
where records are to bLe kept on tile
especially provided for the purpese, The
ceriificates to be issued will be serially
numbered, and issued by the departiuenc
i to Collectors on requisition theretfor, an
account being kept in each instance, and
Collectors will be required to exercise
| unusual care in all matters pertaining to
the aud return to

thhe issuvance, cancellation
the department of all certiticates.
WILL REPRESENT CHINA.
Ex-Secretary of state Foster to Go to
Japan.

WasHINGTON, Dec. 28.—John W. Fos-
ter, ex-Secretary of State, has been re-
quested by the Chinese Government to g0
to Japan and meet the plenipotentiaries
of the former Government to 2id them in
their negotiations for peace. He has ace
cepted the invitation, and expects to
leave Washington within a day or two,
sailing from Vancouver to Yokohzma on
January 7th, unless informed of a delay
in the departure of the plenipoteutiaries,
Mr. Foster has no authority to represent
or act for the Government of the ( nited
Slates.

Fx-Secretary John W. Foster called at
the State Devartment to-day and had an
interview wiih Secretary Gresbam re-
specting his mission.

THE ORIENTAL

WAR.

China Preparing to Sue for Peace—No
Aliiauce With Japan.

SHANGHAIL Dec. 28,—Peace Commis-
sioner Chang Ying Yuen has left Tien-
Tsin for Chefao and is expected here
January 6th, when he will join Peace
Commissioner Thao Yoo Tien and go to
Tokio. Thao Yoo Tien was formerly
Governor of Formosa and offered a re-
ward of $12,000 for the desiruction of big
Japanese warships, and for the capture
or destruction of smaller Japanese war-
ships §6,000. He oilered schedule rewards
to be paid to Chinese who took Japaneso
soldiers or sailors, dead or alive. For
the head of a Jjapanese ofticer, 200 taels
were offered, and for the head of a Japa-
ese private 100 taels. Cn this ground it
has been asserted that the Japanese would
refuse to receive him as a Peace Commis=
sioner.

THE ALLIANCE STORY DENIED.

Paris, Dec. 28,—The Secretary of the
Japanese Legation here, M. Kato Tsune-
tada, says there is no truth in the an-
nouncement credited to the Shanghai
Mercury of December 24ih, that the chief
conditions of peace upon which Japar in-
sists are a close Chinese-Japanese alli-
ance against European iniluencs, thg
development of Chinese trade and com-
merce by Japan, and Japan to undertake
an effective reorganization of the Chinese
army and navy.

A TONGHAK REBELLION SQUELCHED,

SHANGHAI, Dec. 25,—The Japanese,
after four houvrs’ fighting on Decembar
23d with a force of 6,000 Tonghaks, sup=
pressed the rebellion at La Jun, in the
province of Haido, where the rebels had
deposed the Governor and installed one
of their number in his place. 'The Jap-~
apese have also dispersed the Tonghaks
who defeated the Corean garrison ag
Chuliado.

The Prince’s Mail Attacked.
LoxNpox, Dec. 28.—The Daily News says
that on Christmas evening two men tried
to lasso the driver of the mail cart con-
veying the Prince of Wales’ correspond-

ence from the King’s Inn railway ter-
minal to Sandringham House, the resi-
dence of the Prince. The lasso grazed
the driver, who beat his aitackers ofl' witl
his whip and reached Saudringham
 House sately with the mail. The police
| are inquiring into the matter.

A Disabled Steamer.
Grascow, Dec. 28.—The Anchor Line
Captain  Campbel],

Irom New York, arrived here to-day and
reported that in latitude 55° north, longi-
tude 12° west, she sighted the Britisi
| steamer Sarmia, Captain Couch, bound

steamer Anchoria,

{ from Portland, Maine, via Halifax, to
| Liverpool. The Sarnia had los$ her rud-
i der.

Death of Phalias,
Racize/(Wis.), Dec. 28,—Phallas, the
celebrated stallion owned by J, I. Cag
died last night. Phallas bad a record of
2133,




