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A SANTA ROSA SENSATION.

County Treasury Robbed ofa Large
Amount of Money.

THE CUSTODIAN OF THE FUNDS
LOCKED IN THE VAULT.

Eight Thousand Dollars the Amount

Sonoma's People Lose —Treasurer

Stofer Nearly Suffocated During the

Many Hours of His Incarceration —
Timely Arrival ot Ills Wife Saves

His Lite.

Fjwlnltothp R-BCXMO-U-flOTf.
Santa Bosa, Dec. 28.—Santa Rosa bad

the busiest sensation in its history to-
day. Tiie County Treasury was robbed
of nearly $8,060, and County Treasurer
Stolon was left insensible in the vault to

auii'ocato by the robbers, who locked the
door of the vault on him. The robbery

occurred about !• o'clock this morning,
but was not discovered until about b
o'clock this evening. All this time he
lay on the lioor of the vault gasping lor
breath, fearing every moment during
consciousness would be his last-

Had it not beeu for the timely arrival
of his wife, the uuly person in town who
knew tho combination, lie would have
beeu dead. She had been at Cloverdale,
and on her return here about 4 o'clock
learned that the Treasurer had not been
home to dinner. The children said they
had taken his dinner up to him and had
lelt it in front ot the oliice, but could not
get in.

.Mrs. Stolen suspecting something
wroug, rushed down to the oliice, wl_.ii

is on the south corner of the Courthouse j
anU adjoining the Sheriff's oliice.
The door was locked, but with
the aid of the Janitor she opened it.
Between the front part of the oliice aud j
Treasurer Stofen's iront oliice is a wicket
gate. This was also locked.

once iuside Mrs. Stolen found her fears
realized. Ou one desk was her husband's
coat and hat. on the lloor in confusion
were money trays in which the Treasurer |
carries money from the vault, which is in |
a rear oliice, to his desu in the front room, i

About that time a laint knocking was ]
heard from inside the vault. Mrs. Stofeu |

cried out that her husband was in tho !
vault, and that she could save him if she I
could remember the combination. The
first time she tried sho failed, owing to ]
her trreat excitement. The next time,
realizing that her husband's life depended
upou her coolness, she was more suc-
cessful, aud tiio big iron doors of the
vault slowly swung open.

Treasurer Stofen was found on the
lloor of the vault unconscious. Tho sale
door was opeu aud most of the money
gone.

Treasurer Stofen, soon as he revived, |
said he opened up the otlice as usual
abont9o'clock. Ashe was carrying out
the trays w.th money from the vault, a !
tall man in his stocking feet stepped iuto !
the door of the vault, and, with uplifted
dagger in ins right hand? told him to
drop the trays, which ho did. As he
stooped over to lay the trays dowu, the
robber struck him a powerful blow on
the back of tiio head, which rendered
him unconscious, for now long he could
not tell, lie says tho man was tall and
wore chin whiskers, and must have
gained admittance to the oliice during tho
night aud waited for him to open the
sale.

The officers are scouring the country
for the robber, but uot a trace has been
found.

The officers say there have been a num-
ber of hard-looking characters in town
recently, but most oi them have been
common tramps.

Itis the belief of many that the job was
done by parties living ivSanta Uosa who
were familiar with the county offices and
knew just how to proceed to loot the I
Treasury.

Owing to the start the robber had the j
oilicers think the chances of lindiug him
are rather slim. There are many the-
ories as to how the robber got into the
office, but the most general belief is that
he got there on Thursday night and hid
until the treasurer opened the vault |aud
walked iuto it.

HAY DISTRICT liACES.

"Whitestone Wins tho Match Race
With Pescador.

San Fr.ANcisco, Dec 28. — Jockey
"Soup" Perkins arrived yesterday aud
to-day roue three winning mounts.

The interest in the match race between
"W hitestone and i'escador, for $_:,oou a
side, was intense. Whitestone was the
favorite at one to two, with i'escador at
eight to live. The pair raced together to
the three-quarter pole, when Pescador,
ridden by Choru, fell aud Whitestone
won. t iree aud Dick Behan were the ''other favorites winuiue.

Five and a hail furlongs, Johnny Payne !
won, Primanda second, O_uoeu Bee third.
Time—l:l7.

Five furlongs, two-year-olds, Circe
\u25a0won, imp. Vigor second, Han ford third.
Time —1:00*.

About six furlongs, Braw Scott won,
Ked Glen second, San Luis Kay third.
Time—l:_ '..

One mile, match race, $2,bW a side,
Whitestone won. Time—l:s9_.

Bix furlongs, selling, Dick liehan won,
t.uirt second, Sau Lucas third. Time—
1:21 A.

PHB SI'i.KiICKI.S HANDICAP.
San Fi:a NCISO >, Dec. 28.—The Spreckels

handicap, the biggest race of the year on
the Pacific Coast, wili bo run to-morrow,
and a nig crowd will probably sco the
crack horses struggle ior the $10,000 prize.
The Kentucky staule will make a strong
bid for it with Lissak, Jim Flood and
Major McLaughlin, ail three of which
Will start.

The track is in very bad condition, and
with thelight weights carried by tiie two-
year-olds, itis considered a sure thing for '

one of Chinu's youngsters.
The probable starters willbe as follows: I

Vassal l-.>, Cadmus (123), Hawthorne i
(118), Gilead (117). Lovdai (116), Lissak
(looi, Jim Flood 192), Major McLaughlin
(89), Charinion (110), Grandee (96), Del
Norte (83!, Creighton (102), Aniens (108 .

. BXQAJS wn.i. STAY.
San Fbancisco, Dec.2B.—Tbe dispatch

from Louisville winch stated that J_d j
Corrigan had engaged twenty-four staiU
at Churchill Downs h-r his string ofi
racers created considerable interest among
borss meu here, as it was feared Corrigan
was about to desert San Francisco. .Mr.
Corrigan, however, stated lhat he had no
intention of leaving San Francisco, as he
considered it a good place to winter. He !
wiilkeep his horses hero until March,
when the}- will be sent to Memphis for
thu spring campaign. He had engaged
the staiis at Churchill Downs for some
horses at present at Hawthorne arid forsome yearlings ,at his farm at Midway,
k* *

i

THE j;:a< HERS.
What the --base Association Hid at

VYv\u25a0 t'. p.: ay's emiou.
Sa.\ta Cbuz, Dec. _S.—Atthe sessi nof

the California State Teachers' Asso ;a-

tiou this morning H. T. Ardley read a
paper on manual training.

Catherine M. Bail's paper was on mac- I

ual training. She spoke of the practical
value of a knowledge of Bcience, litera-
ture and art and the commercial value ofraw material, skilled labor and beauty.

Ardley'B paper was devoted to a detini-
nition of industrial art and its pra-tical
vaiue, how drawing should he taught
and the reiatiou of industrial art to man-
ual training.

The California Science Association held
a meeting in the Congregational Church
parlors this morning. Professor Hengst-
ler's paper was ou "Socialism Unfavora-
ble to the Development of Ability."

C. C. Blethen's was ou "Rational
Methods of Taxation." Mary Olmsted
Stanton gave an interesting talk ou the
"uutliuesof Scientific Pfivsiognomy."

This evening Professor Joseph Le Contelectured on the psychological relations
oi man to the lower animals. A recep-
tion and dance to the teachers was given
later at the Pacific Ocean House.

SOED IX10 SEAVERY.

j Mystery Concern Ing the Arthur Bel-
linger Story.

VICTORIA (B. C), Dec. 28.—There is a
mystery about the sale into slavery
among the West Coast Indiaus of a little
boy by Arthur Bellinger. Both are

j Americans, and the man, who is a crip-
j pie, formerly lived in Seattle. The boy
is too young to tell the story, but main-
tains he once lived in Michigan. He says
Bellinger treated him brutaiiy, and says
ho would be happier among the Indians.
The idea that Bellinger is the child's; lather has beeu abandoned by the police,
who now think that there was some rea-
son for putting the child out of tho way.

The boy, who is about eight years ofj age, says he went to school at Chassel,
i Mich., for a year, and that the teacher's
I name was Cooty. Bellinger,and childleft here for West Coast three months ago
in the schooner Favorite, and the polico
believe they came directly from the Fast
here beioro the trip was taken. Tho po-

! lice had trouble getting the child, as the
i Indians spirited him away. However,
I by aid of Catholic missionaries, he was
j recovered. The chiof of tho tribe camei here with the police and will give evi-
dence against Bellinger. The Indians :
celebrated the purchase oi" tho boy with a !
grand dance. He was stripped, painted, I

| and the whole tribe danced around him
jand treated him very kindly, and tho
j boy objected to parting with one old In-
jdian woman who had been especially
kind to him. Bellinger is to bo arraigned
to-morrow.

, THE GAY DRUMMER.

Alexander Doctor Held to Answer for
Embezzlement.

Los Angeles, Dec. 28.— Alexander
i Doctor, the defaulting commercial tray-
; eler, who it is alleged defrauded Mose
I Gunst out of 9-^6OO, was given his pre-
jlimiuary examination to-day, and was
held to answer before the Superior Court

jwith bonds fixed in tho sum of >._,(..0.
Thero were two startling features in

J connection with the proceedings, the ab-sence of M. Polaski, iho most important
witness iv the case, and the announce-
ment that the prosecutor had been paid
his loss in full and was desirous of dis-missing the action.

The District Attorney claims that howill go ahead with the case, aud that he
has sufficient testimony to convict Doc-
tor even if Polaski fails to Dut ivau ap-
pearance.

Portland, Dec. 28.—General William
Booth, of the Salvation Army, arrived
to-day over the Southern Pacific. He
was driven to the residence of ex-United
States Attorney-General Williams, whose
guest he will be during his stay here.

At 11 o'clock the pastors of the various
churches met General Booth at the
Taylor-street Methodist Church, where
he addressed a large assemblase. This
evening, at the Exposition, Mayor Frank
welcomed the General to the city, alterwhich he addressed the largo audionco
assembled.

G'oneral Booth at Portland.

Spokane, Dec. 28.—The Commercial
Savings Bank, a small concern, closed its
doors to-day. John Wickham of Bear-
don is President and D. K. McDonald
Cashier. These two, with J. C. Koeler of
Almira, Charles V. Wadham of Spokane
and George E. Edmiston, are directors.
Tne capital stock is $.">o,OOi>. The last
officialstatement, issued October 2d, wasas follows: Capital stock, 950,000; loans,
$49,145; cash and exchange, $i2,Hil; profits,
*5->,yis; deposits, $^.-,902. .

Nipped In the 15nd.
Los Angelks, Dec. 2b.—When the

chain-gang came in from its work this
aiternoon every member of it was thor-
oughly searched to see what was picked
up during the day. Another reason for
the searcn was tho rumor that there was
going to be a concerted attempt on
the part oi* the prisoners to escape.

On one was lound a vexy keen razor,
on another a piece of steel fashioueu into
a saw, aud on the third a key that would
uulock the shackles.

Central Pacific Afi'alrs.
San Francisco, Dec. 28.—A special

meeting of the Directors of the Central
! Pacific Railroad Company was held here
I this aliernoou. The principal object of
the nieeiing was to give Sir Charles
i'ivers Wilson, who is here as a repre-
sentative of the English shareiiolders, an
opportunity of meetiug the direcois as a
body. Tho meeting was very informal,and it is 6tated that no business oi par-
ticular importance was transacted.

Chr.rged With Torjjery.
1. is ANaBLBB, Dec 28.—A. 11. Switzer

was arrested to-day charged with having
forced the name of Pete Lohmau, the ex-
ball player, to a $30 check, upou which he
obtained the money. Swit/.er becamevery indignant when placeu uuuer arrest,
and said mat his arrest was an msuit; that
he was in the grocery busiues in San
Fraucisco, anu could give all explanation
aud reiereuce desired.

'•Particuiarly Dead."
Pikemx (Ariz.), Dec. 28.—Price, the

muraeror, aud Jim Young, the counter-
feiter, who escaped from jailon Christ-
man evening, were seen passing sentinel,
heading ior Mexico. Their trail is cov-
ered anU the chances ior their capture,
dead or alive, is good—particularly dead,
a_ uoth are heavily armed. Sherirt* Mur-
phy has offered a reward of•?•-<_ J ior their
capture.

Who Owned tho Skull .
Santa Kosa, Dec. 28.—Deputy Sheriff

Dougherty has in his possession a human
skuil found in the bed of Santa Kosa
Creek here, about which there is much
speculation. The sKuif has oeen exam-
ined by a number of physicians, wuo
give it as their opinion tho person to
whom it belonged has not been dead.. over a year.

Buca»lar)r at Anaheim.
_A Ana, Dec. 28.—Ferdinand

Black's lurniture store at Anaheim w_...

catered by burglars last night aud tiio
haie relieved ofauout £ vb <.

ihe robbery is biipposed to have been
perpetrated by tramps who eiiected an
eutrance to the store through a rear wiu-uow. No arrests have yet been made.

Fleet !ou Contest.
•*'an Fuancisco, Dec 2-.—Joseph

Sheerer (Bap.) began an action in the Su-
I>erior Court to-uay to coutest the election
of Jonu -McCarthy (L>em.), in the Thirty-
sixth Assembly District. Sneerer claims
to nave been counted out. The accredited

'returns give McCarthy Staß plurality.

A Savings Bank Fails.

HOLOCAUST INOREGON.

A Horrible Tragedy Occurs Christ-
mas Eve at Silver Lake.

FORTY-ONE LIVES LOST AND MANY
PEOPLE INJURED.

Fire Breaks Out During Festivities of
a Christmas Tree, Caused by the

Overturuiug of a Eump — People

Bush Headlong luto the Flames, to

Meet "With a Horrible Death.

Special to the E-KCORD-U-TTOK.
Klamath Falls (Or.), Dec. 28.—Xews

has just been received here that a most
horrible holocaust occurred at Silver
Lake, Lake Couuty, Oregon, on Christ-
mas eve, in which forty-one peopie were
burned to death and sixteen badly in-
jured, five of whom will die.

A largo crowd had assembled in Chris-
man Bros', hall to attend a Christmas
tree. While tbe festivities were at their
bight some one climbed on a bench, from
which point he expected to got a hotter
view of what was going on. In doing so
his head struck a lamp hanging from the
ceiling, overturning it. The oil imme-
diately caught lire, and everything in the

| room being dry aud of an inflammable
i nature, the room w;is soon a mass of
I llames. Some oue shouted, "Shut the
jdoor and keep quiet; it can be put out!"
By this time the confusion was so great
that people began scrambling in a wild
endeavor to reach the door. Women and
children were trampled under loot. Thero
was only one door to the hall, and tho
fire being between the majority of tho
crowd and tho door, many people rushed
headlong into the llames.

The dead are: Mrs. John Buick and
two children, Mrs. Owsley and two chil-
dren, J. K. Buick and daughter, Mrs.
Snelling, Mrs. Howard and two children,
Wood Hearst and wife, Mrs. Coshow,
Frank West, wife and two children, Ed.
Bowen, Mis 3McCauloy, T. J. Lambrie
and child, Mrs. Ward, Mrs. I*. F. Ab-
shier, Frank Horning, Mrs. Payne, Mrs.
Nettie Williams and child, XV. Clay Mar-
tin and wife, Robert -Small, Mrs. Ella
Ward and child, Prank Boss, mother aud
sister, a child of Boy Ward, Ira Hamil-
ton, Mrs. Cus. Schroeder and child.

The five injured and likely to die are:
Mrs. T. J. Lambrie, Robert Knelling and
sister, Edward Payne and son.

The building, a two-story frame struct-
ure, contained Chrisman Brothers' store
ou the first lloor, and on the second was
the hall which was rented for gatherings
of all kinds.

Silver Lake is a small village in Lake
Couuty of about a hundred inhabitants,
aud is 150 miles from the nearest tele-
graph oliice.

YOLO TRAIN WRECK.
Testimony at tho Applomau Trial at

Woodland.
WoOD____N_>, l>eo. 2S.—At the afternoon

session of the Applemau trial Mrs.
Matneny testified that after Applcman's
white hat was in her wardrobe on the
11th of July. Mrs. Agnes Fisk saw the
three-seated rig ou the 11th of July.
There were only threo men in it. She did
uot recognize Appleman as one of them.

The next witness, J. C. Churchill, fur-
nished the only sensation of the day. He
is a dancing-school teacher, but waa for-
merly employed by the railroad company,
aud went out with the strikers. He saw
the train go out, and fifteen minutes later
saw Appleman in front of the Tremont
House iv Sacramento.

On cross-examination witness was
asked ii he saw other men he recognized
at the time he saw Appleman. Here-
plied: "Yea, Isaw a lot of people thore,
but 1 won't tell you who they were. By
getting iuto this 1 lost the last ghost ol a
chance 1 had of getting back to work for
the railroad company, and Iam not going
to tell on them, because they have fami-
lies and would lose their jobs. 1 .vould
be hanged before 1 would tell on tnem. I
know ten or fifteen, but you aro not go-
ing to get it out of me."

Mr. Cook moved to strike out the
speech of witness, because it was not re-
sponsive. The court granted the motion,
aud the defense excepted.

General Hart asked if he would give
him the names, and alter some hesi-
tation the witness replied "No." The
court refused to allow the witness to say
why he declined to give tiie names.

T. L. Cripp was withdrawn because the
court refused to allow him to testify to•occurrences on tho track tho day privi-

| ous to the wreck, ihe evidence of W. J.
Thompson, tho last witness of the day"
was unimportant.

Ten days more will be required by tho
defense.

LONG PASSAGE*,

Two Moro of the Overdue C'oul-Laden
Vessels Arrive.

San Fb a.m'isco, Dec. 28,—The coal-
laden bark Sea King, twenty-four days
from Nanaiino, B. C, came into port this
evening. On Christmas morning the Sea
King was sighted ten miles uorth of
Point Keyes, only a few hours distant
from San Francisco, and her owners
were again becoming anxious about her.

The schooner John F. Miller, twenty-
live days out from Portland, was also
towed iuto port this evening, she was
sighted on Monday last just oil*the Far-
allone Islands. The schoouer was then
in a disabled condition, having been
stripped of several of her sails, but it was
feared that she had been driveu out to sea
again.

Nothing nas been heard of the coal-
laden ship J. LL. Brown since the 23d
inst., when she was sighted oil Cape
Mendociuo. She is out twenty-five days
from Nanaimo.

Captain Pierce of the hark Sea King
thinks he saw the bark Columbia on the
IMb inst., or several days alter the big
storm. The Columbia was heading due
south, and appeared to be iv good "trimThis news will be received with much
pleasure by the vessel's owners, as re-
peated stories of her probable loss have
made them nervous.

FEDERAL PRISONERS.
Judge Ross After the Officers Who

Allowed Them to Escape.

Los AXO-EX-BS, Dec. 28.—Judge E. M.
Ross to-day addressed the Grand Jury,
stating that information had reached him
that in several of the counties within this
judicial district persons iv charge of
United Stales prisoners have voluntarily
permitted them to go at large, and not
only so, but have falsely and frauduleutlv
presented claims against the Government.or the keeping of such prisoners during
the time that they have so suffered them
to escape.

After explaining to the jury that the
penalty for such au otlense was a tine of
not more thau §:*,«-00, or imprisonment for
not more than two years, or both, he

charged them to investigate the matter,
and promptly indict the -ollenders if the
information prov6d correct.

Judge Boss d"\u25a0* not specify in open
court whom thoy wore to investigate, but
it is generally understood that he referred
to the Sheriffs oi" Santa Barbara and San
Beruardino and F-esno Counties.

JAMES G. FAIR DEAD.
Suddenly Expire* at a Hotel In San

Francisco.
San Francisco, Dec. 28.—Ex-Senator

.fames G. Fair died suddenly at the Lick
House at 12:_:0 to-night.

Senator Fair has been in poor health
for some time, sutiering from asthma. A
few days ago he caught cold while going
out in a raiustorm to view some of his
property improvements at North Beach.
The cold did not apparently affect his
lungs, but settled in his kidneys. This
evening he was feeling better than for

jthe past few days aud his death was en-
tirely unexpected.

Senator Fair was about 04 years old.
His death was due to a complication of
kidney and stomach troubles. His only
son, Charles G. Fair, whom he disinher-
ited about a year ago, was \. ith his lather
at the time of his death, a reconciliation
having been eiiected a short time ago.

Senator Fair was born in Ireland and I
served as United States Senator lrom
Neva ia. He uiaue his fortune on the
Comstock lode, and was a member of the
famous Bonanza firm of Flood, Mackay,
Fair aud o'i.rien. He largely increased
his wealth by investments in San Fran-
cisoo and California real estate, and his
fortune is estimated at 820,000,uu0.

Senator Fair has beeu more seriously
iil than his friends cared to admit. Last,
nigut he was known to be sinking, but
this information was uot made public.

Dr. Livingston, one of the late Sena-
tor's closest friends, says that he saw
Seuator Fair's will, ana that his estato
will amount to between 130,000,000 aud
£-0,000,000. While the two daughters,
Mrs. Herman oelrichs and Miss Virginia
Fair, and his son, Charles Fair, wili re-
oeive largo fortunes, the main part of the
property, it is believed, has beeu left to
some charity, in emulation of Senator
Stanford and James Dick, which wiil
immortalize Senator Fair's name.

RAIJ-KUAD STRIKERS.
Charges Except as to Leaders Likely

to be Dismissed.
San Fkan( is«\>, Dec. 2\—United States

Attorney Knight has about given up all
hope of ever convicting the railroad
strikers who were recently indicted for
obstructing tho mails aud interstate com-
merce. To-day Mr. Knight announced
that he would shortly recommend to At-
torney-General Olney to dismiss the cases
against at least three-fourths of the strik-
ers, as thero is no chance of convicting
them. Knight has decided to advise the
Attorney-* 'eueral that the prosecution be
abandoned in all cases except tnose of the
ring leaders.

This action, it is said, is being taken
because of the developments iv tho trial
Of Maytte and Cassiuay, tho Palo Alto
strikers, who are now on trial in the
i Dited States District Court. The Gov-
ernment, v is said, has lound that the
evidence against these men was not so
strong as was expected. It was believed
when the oases were first called that the
Government would have no trouble in
weaving a web of guilt about the defend-
ants, but when tho trial was commenced
things were lound to be of a dilierent na-
ture, iho evidence furnished the Gov-
ernment was discovered to bo incom-
plete.

Mr. Knight thinks that the strikers
havo sullerod enough already. . They
have lost their positions, aud many havo
suffered imprisonment.

Iho prosecution of the leaders of tho
strike, however, trill be pushed with
vigor. This action that Mr. Knight is
about to take practically means the dis-
missal of tho strikers, ior his recom-
mendations will in all probability bo fol-
lowed aud the cases dropped.

GAME Ot FOOTBALL.
Great Interest Centered In the Chl-

eaaro-Palo Alto Contest.
Los AKCH-S-GS, Doc. ii..—Great interest

is centered in to-morrow's football game
between Palo Alto aud the Chicago boys,
and, if the weather permits, it is likeiy
that a large portion of Los Angeles' pop-
uiation will spend the aiternoon at Ath-
letic I'ark. No hard work was done to-
day, both teams putting in their time at
"sign" practice.

The Chicago boys are, of course, confi-
dent of victory, but speak in the highest
terms of the ability of their opponents.
Captain Alien said ho considered tho
Stanford men even superior to his own
men, but the Chicagos wero all "veter-
ans" at tho game, and thero were lew
tucks of the game with which they, were not familiar.

Captain Downing of the Palo Alto
team is very quiet as to what he willno
with his opponents, out he is determined
to make a closer game thau was played
on Christmas in sau Fraucisco.

A steady rain nas been falling since 6
o'clock, which, if continued, will put the
grounds in au unsalistactory condition,
but tho game Will go on just the same,

Serious Indian Troubles Expected.

Tucson (Ariz.), Dec. 22-,—A Mexican
shoepherder was brought into Bisbeo to-
day su tiering from a gunshot wound
through the thigh. He says he was at-
tacked by live mouutod Indians while
alone looking after his sheep, and when
he took to his heels the redskins opened
fire ou him, only ono of tho shots taking

j ed'ect. It is the opinion of old-timers. that this boid attempt at murder is but ai starter lor serious Indiau troubles. Part
of Geronimo's band of Apaches has been

! returned to tho Sau Carlos Reservation,
j their old stamping grounds, and while
they have been there only a short time,
Ihey are beginning to act in a way that is
causing settlers considerable alarm.

Tho Youths Killed Noar Elmira.
Yai.lk.to, Dec. 2^.—James Fell of Vir-

ginia City. Nov., 's hero to try to
identify turee young tramps who were
killed by a train near Elmira some
time ago. He fears his son George
E_dwin Fell and two playmates
named Thomas Gavigan and Thomas
W halen, who ran away from home in
Virginia City, wero the boys killed.
Irom the. description given of the dead
beys, Mr. Fell thinks they were the run-
aways, and the bodies wili bo exhumed
for lurther identification. It is thought
the boys were riding on a brake-beam
and were thrown off under the wheels.

Cut Her Throat With a Baaor,
Dakf.k-itkld, Dec. 28.—A girl about

lo year of age. named Hatlie May Win-
ters, committed suicide to-day at her
home, about six miles west of Bak-
ersriold, by cutting her throat with a
ra/.or. This is the girl that accused
a man named Biu..inore of Criminal
assault about two years ago. The ac-
cused was tried and lound guilty, but a
new trial was granted him, aud the trial
was set again ior the 1 lth ult. She was a
simple, weak-minded girL

I*lre nt Woodland.
Woodland, Dec. 28.—The residence of

Mrs. Mary Ward was totally destroyed
by lire early this morning. Mrs. Ward
and her grand-daughter e.caped from tho
house with only their night-clothes on.

Suicide lv Mendocino County.

Clovei-dalk, Dec 28.—Sherman El-
well. a young man employed as cook on
a ranch near Yorkville,blew the top of
his head oil with a shotgun last night.

I No cause is known for the suicide.

TRADE IMPROVING.

Less Failures the Past Year Than
During the Preceding One.

iTHE AMOUNT INVOLVED MILLIONS
OF DOLLARS LESS

! The National Committee of the Peo-

ple's Party, Together With luvited

Friends, Meet at St. Louis, Over

Two Hundred Delegates Taking

Part in the Deliberations.

Special to the Record-Union.
New York, Dec. 28.—X. G. Dun &

Co.'s weekly review of trado will say:
Commercial failures in 1594 already re-
ported number 14,'J92, against 1...212 last
year, with liabilities $1G.J,_08,404, againsl
1348,779.889 last year. Next week the
final report for 1894 willprobably include
about 40(i more failures, with liabilities of
about £4,000,000. From these accounts
banks, bankers, financial and transporta-
tion companies are excluded. Manu-
facturing failures already number 2,12b,
against 3,442 last year, but the liabilities
are only $04,491,287, against 8170,982,091
last year. The trading failures already
number 11,314, against 11,512 last year,
but liabilities are only §87,899,087, against
|130,06_*339 last year.

The statement by sections shows a de-
crease of about two-thirds iv defaulted
liabilities in the Middle aud Central
Northern States, one-half in the West
and Southwest, and a third in other sec-
tions.

Failures for the week have been 350 in
the United States, against 00l last year, j
and 41 iv Canada agaiust 41 last year.

NbwYokk, Dec. 28.—Lradstreet's to-
morrow willsay: General trade presents
tho usual holiday characteristics. A ma-
jority of wholesale dealers aud manu-
facturers are beginning to have finished
taking account of stock or arraugiug set-
tlements for the new year. Main activ-
ity has beeu for Christmas specialties in
retail lines. The practical conclusion of
holiday trade has brought about a mod-
erate reaction, and this emphasizes tho
dullness in preceding weeks. Jobbers
claim that tho outlook for trade during
the late winter and early soring is for
very conservative buying. But iv some
lines, notably heavy textiles, the recent
cold weather and stimulated prices aud
sales reports from dealers West and
South indicate that stocks are low, al-
most beyond precedent. Traveling sales-
men, with few exceptions, are oil the
road.

braustreet's report.

Boston reports 37,600,000 pounds of wool
in that town, compared with a stock of
43,500,000 oue year ago, the decrease being
exclusively in domestic varieties.

industries are shut down in many in-
stances to make repairs or take stock,
and, owing to extremely low prices for
industrial staples, the wage movement
teuds downward. Quotations for staph-
merchandise show more firmness, with
sugar, cottou, wheat, corn, steel, naval
stores, tobacco, tin and copper practically
unchanged ivprices. Oats, among cere-
als, records a fractional advance, while
print cloths and other stapie cottons are
lower iv < onformity with results of re-
cent auctions, and pork aud lard, with
increasiutc supplies of lower grades of
livestock at Western markets. Coffee,
too, is depressed, and there are rumors of
coutracts for iron and steel at a shade
under last week's quotations, although
uot confirmed.

Reduced stocks of American available
supplies of wheat, notwithstanding re-
ports in tho visible statement of an in-
crease, tend to strengthen that cereal,
but tho surprisingly large total of that
cereal (Hour included as wheat) sent
abroad last week is fully offset by the
shrinkage in such exports this week, the
total, both coasts ofthe United States, be-
iug 1,814,000 bushels, compared with
3,554,000 inishels in the previous week,
2,030,000 bushels in the week a year ago,
2,917,000 bushels two year 3 ago. 3,100,000
bushels three years ago,' and as con-
trasted with 1,031,000 bushels for the last
week in the calendar year of 1890.

Special returns to Bradstreet's show a
net decrease within the year of about
3,000 individuals, firms, and corporations
established in business throughout the

i country, but owing to the decrease in thej number of failures, the commercial
I death rate is only about 1.21 in every 100
! engaged in business in the four years
j preceding 1893. Itis also shown that 78

: banks are reported suspended this year
! compared with 598 the year before, owing
, -.15,4.2,000, as contrasted with §170.000,000
! the year before. Mercantile failures in
j the United States for the calendar year
j (December 27, 1893, to December 20, 1894,)

i aggregate 12,721, or IS per cent, less thau
i in the panic year 1893, wheu the total,

13,500, were 51 per cent, heavier than in
1892. Liabilities of failing traders this
year aggregate 8149,500,000, a reduction of
03 per ceut. from 1893, aud assets of §79,-
--000,000, a falling offof 70 per cent.

PEOPLE'S PARTY.

Conference of the National Committee
at Missouri's Metropolis.

St. Louis, Dec 28.—The conference of
the National Committee of the People's
party, with invited friends, began to-day,
with an attendance of over 200. The
meeting was cailed to order by the Na-
tional Chairman, Mr. Taubenbeck, and
immediately proceeded to discuss the ad-
visability of holding the sessions in se-
cret. The debate developed a tangle, out
of which tho gathering pulled itself, after
nearly two hours' discussion, by resolv-
ing itself iuto au informal conference,
with Mr. Taubeubock iv the chair, the
committee proper being declared ad-
journed until 2 p. .m.

Secretary Turner of the National Com-
mittee was made Secretary of the confer-
ence. The Chairman theu stated the pur-
pose of the conference, as indicated in the
call. Upon motion of General Weaver,
the Chair was directed, after some aim-
less debate, to appoint a committee of
five upon credentials, and another of ten
upon the address, the latter to prepare a
summary of the advice of the conference.

Recess was then taken until 2 o'clock.
At the afternoon session, the National

Executive Committee having retired for
tiie purpose of consultation, tho confer-
ence listened to addresses by Delegates
Howard, Manning aud Adams upou the
receut elections in Alabama, and others
upon the general purposes of the cou-
lereuce. Adams in his closing sentences
created cousideral excitement by stating
that though the Populists of Alabama
were long-suffering in tiieir refusal to re-
sort to revolution, that patience might
soon cease to be a virtue; that they would
not stand by much longer and see their
rights taken away.

The National Executive Committee at
this point presented a resolution adopted
by it to tho ellect that it deemed it expe-
dient for the conference to adopt an ad-
dress direct to the people.

A report on rules and order of business
was presented.

After some debate both reports were
accepted, aud the conference proceeded to
elect General Weaver temporary presid-
ing officer of the conference, with W. D.
Viucent of Kansas and MiltonPark of
Texas as Secretary and Assistant Secre-
tary.

After a Bhort recess the roll of States

was called for introducing of resolutions,
etc

Delegate Adams of Alabama presented
a rosolutiou requesting tho United States
Senate to adopt Senator Allen's resolu-
tion for the appointment of a committee
to ascertain whether Alabama's people
aro living under a republican form of
government. The rules were suspended
and the resolution adopted unanimously.

Arkansas, California, Oregou, Colorado,
Georgia, Idaho and Indiana reported
progress in the advancement of Populist
principles.

The Illinois spokesman, Mr. Lord of
Chicago, presented resolutions adopted
by the Popuiist City Central Committee
of Chicago, denouncing the recent im-
prisonment of E. V. Debs and others;
also a series of resolutions prepared by
Hon. Lyman Trumbull of Chicago, de-
nouncing the uso of regular troops in the
Chicago labor disturbances last summer
as a military invasion; denouncing the
issue of interest-bearing bonds in time of
peace; demanding the free coinage of
silver at tho ratio of 16 to 1, and insisting
that monopolies bearine upon public
rights should be owned and operated by
the Covernment.

THE HELLISH KURDS.
Startling Story Told by a Recentls' Ar-

rived Armenian.
New York, Dec. 28.—Tho most inter-

esting immigrant at Ellis Island last
night was Diogenes Meniphey, a young
Armenian, who escaped from tho fury of
the Turks just in timo to save his life,
and was about to bo sont home as an un-
dosirable immigrant, when his case was j
reviewed by the immigrant officials and
he was discharged. Meniphey is only 18 I
years of age. Ho was a student at tho j
Armenian College at Marzovan, Anne- !
nia, and after seeing twenty of his school j
companions murdered and two of the I
college professors imprisoned and sen- i
tenced to death, he determined to escape, i
if possible, and quit the town by stealth.

He is a bright young mau. This stood
him iv good stead when ho reachod Con- I
stantinople, for he succeeded in dccciv- j
ing the authorities in believing him a
foreigner. His parents are in the em- \u25a0

ploy of the American Bible Society, and,
being under the protection of the Amer-
ican rlag, aro never molested. They fur-
nished him with money enough to come
here, but he had only ?5 wlien he landed
aud thus came under the prohibited
class. His flight from Marzovau, he said,
was attended with great difficulty and
danger. The whole town was patrolled
by Turkish soldiers, and whon they had

i nothing else to do they scut a delegation
to the college to examine a student.

This consisted in merely of taking him
from the protection of the college, tying
a stone around his neck and throwing
nim into the river. Twenty of the stu-
dents, he said, had been murdered in
that way in two years. Two of the pro-
fessors had beeu arrested and taken to
prison, where, after a mock trial, they
were sentenced to death. Previous to
the passage ofthis sentence, Mr. .Merrick,
au English professor of the college, ap-
pealed directly to his country for inter-
ference in behalf of the two men, whichwas promptly given. Tueir release was
demanded and speedily granted.

The Turkish soldiers would visit tho
college armed with a lirmau or order for
examination, which tne college author- I
ities were compelled to honor. The re-
turn of the stuueuts thus taken from thecollege was always promised but tiie
promise was never kept. Two of thecollege buildings were burned by thosoldiers.

MADELINE POLLARD
Talks of" the Report mat She is to Be-

come au Actrese.
Nkw York, Dec 28.—Statements have {

been made that Miss Madeline Pollard I
intended to go upou the stage, and iv
person or by an attorney she purposed
following Congressman Brockinridge
about the country to levy upon the pro-
ceeds of his lecture tour just begun.
Prompted by this and other statements,
Miss Pollard has asked the AssociatedPress to give publicity to the following:a

*To the Associated Press: L have uot
wanted to make a statement of any kind
1 could not see that what 1 did"was ofany iuterest to people generally, so 1have tried to bear ail that has been said ofmo as part of the punishment as a failureas a woman. Within the last lew daystho impression has gone abroad that 1 am
uuder au assumed uame; that I am
friendless aud not sufficiently provided
for, and that 1 am in Washington. If
ever a woman had friends, great ami
true—men and women—it is I. 1 will
not believe that men refuse to give my
brother employment because of my
broken life. -Nearly half of America has
wanted employment this year.

'T am not going before the world inany capacity. 1 have no message to carry.
Ihave asked a question with uiy life; it
cannot be auswered in a day. 1 have'no
theatrical friends. i have never been
situated so Icould have. Thoir world is
farremoved from miue. Ilivequietly ina private house with my brother and
Southern friends. Ido not beiieve there
is a man or woman on earth wno thinks
there is money compensation for sorrow.
But Iam sorry, Iffor any reason wnatso-
ever, I am accused of realizing so little
from the enormous sorrow that over-
shadows my life. lam not under an as-
sumed name. I have not beeu in auy
place where Iwas not well known. Ido
not moan to be while I live. I have
stained my dear lather's people's name,
and with Christian power I shall li^ht
from under the stain."

BIG FIRE AT LOUISVILLE.
Flames Spread Rapidly In the Business

I'ortlon of the City,

Louisvu-I-R (Ky.), Dec. 29.—Fire broke
out between 12 and 1 o'clock this (Satur-
day) morning, iv the five-story building
of Stuckey, Brent A Co., In the business
part of the city. The entire fire depart-
ment responded, but the fire spread rap-
idly, and communicated to the rear of
the five-story building occupied by J. H.
Quast it Co.. burued its way through to
Main street. In a short time this build-
ing was also completely gutted.

The large six-story wholesale dry goods
house of Kobiuson, North it Co., adjoin-
ing the o.uast building, is now on fire.

The losses so lar aro : Stuckey, Brent& Co., 182,000, fully insured; J. ii. t^uastA Co., Sluo,ooo, covered by insurance-
Bradford, Lawson A' Co., Bli/,000, insured'The weather is bitter cold, auU the fire-men are Buffering considerably.

At this hour (3 a. mj the fire is burning
fiercely.

Talk of a Printing-House Combine.
Akron (O.), Dec. 2s.—lt is stated here

that there is a project on foot to combine !
all of the larger printing houses of tho
country. If the deal is consummated
many millionsofdollars willbeinvoivedtho money coming not only from this
country, but trom Europe. Tho inform- j
ation comes from one of the directors ofone of the mammoth Wernier printing 'concerns of this city. He stated that tho ;
matter would be fully discussed at the !annual meeting of the Wernier Companyto be held at Chicago during the early !part of Jauuary.

California Scleuco Association.
Santa Cruz, Dec. 28.—The California

Science Association met in annual session
to-day. Anumber of papers were read
and the following officers elected : Presi-
dent, David Starr Jordan, Stanford Uni-
versity; Vice-Presidents, C. H. Keyes,
Pasadena; Irving Stringham, Berkeley-
Secretary, M. W. Haskell, Berkeley;
Treasurer, L. Green, Stanford; Custo-
dian, Key. John D. Parker, Sau Diego.
The session willbe continued to-morrow.

RETURNING CHINESE.

\u25a0 I Regulations for Carrying Out the
Xew Treaty Conditions.

LABORERS MUST RETURN WITHIN
A YEAR OP DEPARTURE.

Ex-Secretary of State John W. Foster
Requested by the Chinese Govern-
ment to Co to Japan to Meet Pleni-
potentiaries of iho Former Country

and Aid Them iv Their Negotia-

tions for Peace.

Special to the Kepohd-Uxion-.

Washington. Dec. 28.—The regula-
| tious for tho return to the United States
j of Chinese laborers, as provided for by

| the recent treaty between this couutry
: and China, have beeu completed by the
j Secretary of the Treasury. Under the

| regulations a Chinese laborer who has
! resided aud registered iv tho United

States and doparted therefrom, and who
| may have a lawful wife, child or parent
j in this country, or property therein of
tho value of11,000, or debts oflike amount

i due him, wili be permitted to return,
provided that before departing he de-

j posits with tho Commissioner of Customs
| of tho district in which he lives a certifi-
| cate of registration from tiio internal
• Revenue Collector auu a full description
| of his family, property or debts.

The papers must be accompanied by
three photographs of the laborer, and tho
statement submitted by him, if fouud tobe correct, will be corn tied by tho Col-
lector ot Customs. Tne papers, with tho
phot graphs, are to be transmitted to tne
Collector of Customs of tho port from
which the Chines, person is to depart,
and who must return to the country by
the way of the port of his departure. Tho
certbiod description of tno Chinaman will
be filed in the office of the Collector at
the port of entry as a means of identifi-
cation.

The return to the United States must
be within ono year of departure, unless
sickness or other disability prevents, iv
which event the facts are required to be
certified by the Chinese Consul at theport from which the Chiuose person may
depart for the United states.

A certificate will be issued to the laborer
on ins departure which will not containa description of the person to whom it iv
issued, but will refer to tho identification
papers by numbers. Tnis will obviate
tho sale or exchange of certificates aud
render the identification of mo returning
Chinese more certaiu. Collectors at
ports of exit will be required to transmit
to the Treasury Department weekly re-
ports of Chinese leaving their respective
ports, giving the name, local residence
and occupation of sucn persons.

Iho Collectors wili also be required to
cancel all certificates ofreturning Chinese
and to forward tho same to the treasury,
where records are to bo kept on tile
especially provided for the purpose, ihe
certificates to be issued will be seria.i*-
uumbered, and issued by tho department
to Collectors on requisition therelor, an
account being kept in eacn instance, and
Collectors will bo required to exercise
unusual caro in all matters pertaining to
the issuance, cancellation and return to
the department of aii certificates.

WILL KEPRKSKNT CHINA.
Ex-Secretary of state Foster to Go to

Japan.

Washington, Dec. 28.—John W. Fos-
ter, ex-Secretary of State, has been re-
quested by tho Chinese Government to go
to Japan aud meet the plenipotentiaries
of the former Government to aid them in
their negotiations for peace. He has ac-
cepted tho invitation, and expocts toleave Washington within a day or two,
sailing irom \ ancouver to Yokohama on
January 7th, unless informed of a delay
iv the departure of the plenipotentiaries.
Mr. Foster has no authority to ronreseiit
or act fur the Government of the "lnited
States.

Fx-Secretary John W. Foster called at
the state Department to-day aud had an
interview with Secretary Gresnam re-
specting his mission.

TH-B ORIENTAL WAR.
Chiua Preparing to Sue for Peaco—No

Alliance With Japau,

SHANGHAI, Dec -B.—Peace Commis-
sioner Chang Yiug Yuen has left Tieu-
Tsin for Chefao aud is expected horo
January 6th, wheu he will join Peace
Commissioner Thao Yoo Tien and go to
Tokio. Thao Yoo Tien was formerly
Governor of Formosa and ollered a re-
ward of |___,000 for tho destruction oi big
Japanese warships, and for tho capture
or destruction of smaller Japanese war-
ships $o,oou. He oilered schedule rewards
to be paid to Chinese who took Japanese
soldiers or sailors, dead or alive. For
the head of a Japanese officer, 200 taoiswere offered, aud lor tne head of a Japa-
ese private 100 taels. (!u this ground it
has been asserted that the Japauese would
refuse to receive him as a Peace Commis-
sioner.

THK ALLIANCESTORY DI.NIED.
Paris, Dec. 28.— The Secretary of the

Japanese Legation here, M. KatoTsune-
tada, says there is no truth in the an-
nouncement credited to the Shanghai
Mercury of December 24tb, that tho chief
conditions of peace upou which Japan in-
sists aro a close Chinese-Japanese alli-
ance against European iniluence, the
development of Chinese trade and com-
merce by Japan, and Japan to undertake
an effective reorganization of the Chinese
army and navy.

A TONGIIAX. REBELLION SQUELCH KO.

Shanghai, Dec. 'JS.—The Japaiu-e,
after four hoi'rs'fighting on Deicember
223 dwith a force of U.UOO Tongliaks, sup-
pressed tho rebellion at LaJun, in the
province of Haido, where the rebels had
deposed the Governor and installed one
of their number in his place. The Jap-
anese have also dispersed tho Tonghaks
who defeated tho Coreau garrison at
Chuliado.

The Prince's .Mall Attacked.
London, Dec. 28.—The Daily Yews says

I that on Christmas evening two men tried
j to lasso the driver of tho mail cart con-
veying the Prince of Wales' correspond-

! enco from the King's fnn railway ter-
minal to Sandringliam House, the resi-

j denco of the Prime. Tne lasso grazed
tho driver, who beat his attackers oil*with

1 his whip and reached ".audriugham
House satoly with the mail. The police
aro inquiring into tne matter.

A UUubleil Steamer.
<':_.<.ow, Dec 28.—The Anchor Line

.steamer Anchoria, Captain Campbeil,
; lrom New York, arrived here to-day and
roported that in latitude 55 north, longi-
tude Vl' west, she sighted tho British

\u25a0 steamer Sarnia, Captain Couch, bound; from Portland, Maine, via Haliiax, tojLiverpool. The Sarnia had lost her rud-
dor.

Doath of Phallas.
Racink-(Wis.), Dec. 2S.—Phallas, the

celebrated stallion owned by J. I. Casedied last night. Phallas had a record of
2fcL3|i
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