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HORRIBLE CRIMES.

Two Young Girls Murdered
i a Chureh.

ONE CUT ALMOST T0 PIECEN.

Untimely End of Blanche Lamont
and Minnie Williams,

Nude Body of the Former Found
in the Belfry of the Edifice.

RAVISHED BY HER SLAYER AND
THEN CHOKED TO DEATH.

The Killing of Miss Williams Belleved
to Have Been Committed to Cover
Up Evidence of Blanche Lamont’'s
Murder—Theodore Durrant, a Med-
ical Student, Under Arrest Charged

With the Crimes.

fpacial to the REcorp-UNTON.

Sanx Fraxcorsco, April 14.—The Eman-
uel Baptist Church, on Bartlett street,
between Twenty-second and Twenty-|
third, in this city, has been the scene of |
two of the most atrocious murders ever |
committed in the State.

Yesterday the |
mutilated and murdered body of Minnie ;
Williams was found in the library of the l
edifice. To-day the dead and nude body
of Blanche Lamont was found in the !
tower of the same church, The same !
hand, the authorities believe, slew both |
giris, and W. H. T. Durrant, the young
man suspected of both crimes, is now in
custody.

Blanche Lamont and Minnie Williams
were memnbers of the Emanuel Baptist
Church, and members of the Sunday-
mchool class, The former was a pupil at
the Normal School on Powell street, in
this city, and the latier was a companion
in a family in Alameda, across the bay |
from this city. Both were 2l years old, |
brunettes, pretty and modest girls. Both |
had been the recinients of attentien from |
a young medical student named W, H. T.
Durrant, who is also the librarian of the
church and the Secretary of the Young
People’s Society of the church.

On April 3d Miss Lamont disappeared.
Diligent search failed to reveal any trace
of ber whereabouts, and Mrs. Noble,
with wnom she lived, was totally unable
to account for herabsence. Miss Lamont
came from Dillon, Mont., several months
ago, having been sent to San Francisco
for her health, and at the same time to at-
tend the Normal School to perfect herself
as a teacher. The last person seen in her
company was W, . T. Durrant, a young
medical student, who, it appears, had
been on friendly terms with the missing
girl

On Saturday morning at 11 o’clock the
mutilated body of Minnie Williams was
found in the library of Emanuel DBaptist
Church on Bartlett street. The girl had
been assaulted and her remains had been
cut and.hacked, the girl having evidently
died from loss of blood. On further ex-
samination it was found that she had been |
gagged, the assailant tearing part of her
underclothing and thrusting it down her
throat with a sharp stick, badly lacerat-
ing the tongue.

Two witnesses state that they sawa
young man and a young woman entering
the church, the lormer answering the de- l
scription of Durrant and the latter that of
Minnie Williams., Following this cluse
the police at once put the residence of
Durrant under surveiilance.

Miss Williams lived with friends in
Alameda, who gave ber a home until she
could secure a position., She bad been a
regular attendant at Emanuel Church, ;
having formerly lived in the neighbor- |
hood, but on the separation of her father |
and mother bad removed to Alameda, |
Friday morning the Morgan family, with '
whom she lived, had packed their house- |
bold goods preparatory to moving, and
Miss Williams had removed her posses-
sions to the house of Mrs. Voy, near the
church.

Friday evening Miss Williams was to
bave attended a meeting of the Youugi
People’s Society of Emanuel Church at |
Dr. Vogel’s house. At 7:15 o’clock sho |
left Mrs, Voy’s house io attend the meet- |
ing, taking a latch key with her. She
never appeared there., About the same
time Durrant left Lis home on ¥Fair Oaks
street, in the same vicinity, bound for the
same meetling, AtSo’clock Durrant met |
Philip Perkins and asked him some |
questionsabout a trip to Mount Diablo |
which the Signal Corps, of which he was
a mewmber, was to make next day. At
9:30 he appeared at Dr, Vogel’s residence,
where the Young People’s meeting was
in progress, and none were mesrier than
be during the remainder of the meeting.
Atl1l o'clock he left with a party of
young people and went home, ‘The next
morning Durrant arose early, and left
with his comrades of the Signal Corps for
Mount Diablo, fifty miies away.

The two murders are so closely con-
nected that it is DOW necessary to go back
to the Lamont case. Yesterday Mrs.
Noble, the aunt of Miss Lamous, received
through the mails a paper coutaining the
three rings worn by ber niece whon she
disappeared. On the paper were written
the name and address of Theodore Dur-
rant. This, together with the fact that
Miss Williams, an intimate friend ot Missg
Lamont, had been heard to say tha:she
knew Blanche had been murdered, but

how, led the police to suspect that the
same man who had killed Miss Williams
had slain Miss Lamont, and learning that
Miss Williams knew of his first orime,
attempted further concealment by com-
mitting a second murder.

Late last night the detectives had about
decided that Durrant had murdered Miss
Williams, and this theory was further
strengthened this morning, when, on
making a thorough search of Emanuel

Church, the dead and outraged body of |

Miss Lamont was found concealed in the
steeple. Death had been caused by
strangulation., The body was lying just
inside the door of the tower-room, naked
and on the floor. Around the neck there
were a few streaks, the marks of tingers
that bad been pressed deep into the tender
flesh. The mouth was open, showing the
regular teeth. The features were badly
distorted, bring drawn Gown at one cor-
ner, and the lips were swollen and blood-
stzined. The nose was the only feature
that retained its original shape, for the
cheeksare bloated. Thegirl’s light-brown
hair was matted with dirt, and hung
loosely about her shoulders., The body
was in the first stages of decomposition,
the odor emanating from the remains
having reached the nostrils of the de-
tectives before they opened the door.

When the officers reached the head of
the stairs they found the door leading to
the tower room locked. They broke in
the door. It was so dark they could not
ses, and one of the officers struck a
match. As the light flared they saw be-
fore them the dead body of the girl for
whomw they were searching. The body
was taken to the Morgue, where it was
placed on a slab by the side of Minnie
Williams,

As soon as the news became known
immense crowds surrounded the church,
and hed to be kept back by the police.
The Chief of Police sent for Rev. Dr.
Gibson, pastor of the church, and reports
became eurrent that he had been accusad
of the crimes. Crowds surged to Gib-
son’s house, and the excitement grew
more intense. It soon spread all over
the city. The rumor of the arrest was
later denied, and it became kpown that
Dr. Gibson and the sexton of the church
had been merely called before the police
to tell what they knew.

At 5 o’clock camethe news that Durrant
had been arrested at Walnut Creek, on
theroad to Mount Diablo. He was caught

by Detective Anthony, who left in pur- |

suit early this morning. The detective
and his prisoner left on the next train for
San Francisco, where they arrived this
evening. Another immense crowd had
gathered at the ferries tosee the suspected
murderer come in, but a detachment of
police was in waiting, and they kept the
crowd back. Durrant was hustled into a
patrol wagon and whirled away to the
City Prison, where he was locked up.

The police are certain that they have !

theright man, They claim to have two wit-
nesses who saw Durrantand Miss Will-

iaws in company last Friday night, and |

also state that when a search was made of
Durrant’s house to-day in the pocket of
his coat was found a purse which Miss
Williams is known to have carried Fri-
day night.

Durrant is about 23 years oid, and was
born and raised in the meighborbood in
which the murders occurred. Heis a
graduate of the Cogswell High School,
and has been studying medicine for a
year. He is a member of the Second
Brigade Signal Corps, and was Assistant
Superintendent of the Emanuel Sunday-
school. He was always of a quiet disposi-
tion, and his friends refuse to believe, in
spite of the evidence, that he committed
the crimes attributed to him. The police,
however, think thac¢ Darrant is another
*‘Jack the Ripper,”” with a mania for
murder,

They state that it is highly probable
that Durrant is responsible for the killing
of Eugene Ware, a young drug clerk,
who was stabbed to death several months
ago in the store where he worked. No
trace was ever found of the assassin, and
the theory is that Durrantkilled him., No
motive for this murder was discovered,
and the fiendish cruelty of it (Ware was
stabbed in eighteen places) leads to the
belief that it was the work of an insane
person.

Durrant’s parents are highly esteemed
people of the district in which they live.
His father is chief engineer in Bucking-
ham & HechVs large shoe factory, and
while not rich, has been able to give his
children a good education and start them
in life.

Detective Anthony met Durrant and his
companions coming back from Mt.
Diablo. They were in uniform, and had
been on a signaling expedition. When
Durrant was placed under arrest his com-
rades at first wanted to resist the officer,
but finally allowed him to be taken to
Walnut Creek, where the officer and his
prisoner boarded a train for San Fran-
ciaco.

When they arrived at the prison, as al-
ready described, Durrant, in his regi-
mentals, was taken to the Chief’s office
and a searching examination made. He
appeared very much unconcerned, and
when told that Miss Lamont’s body had
been found, did not lose his nerve, al-
though he appeared greatly shocked and
serious,

After the examination by the Chief,
Durrant was taken to a cell, where he was
Jjoined by his parents and a lawyer. He
made the following statement to the As-
sociated Press representative:

*The last time I met Miss Lamont was
on the morning of the day she disap-
peared, Aprii 3d. We talked about
books, and I promised to bring a book
for her to prayer meeting that night.
Miss Lamont did not appear at prayer
meeting, and the following Friday 1 took
the book to her house and gave it to her
sister. The latter told me that Blanche
had gone to school, evidently trying to
keep the fact of her disappearance
secret. That is all I know of the Lamont
case, The last time [ saw Minuie Wilj-
iams was three weeks ago.”

When confronted by the evidence that
Miss Williams’ purse had been found in

his pocket, Durrant gave the following |

explanation: *I was going home from
the meeting at Dr. Vogel’s when my foot
struck an object on
picked it up and found it was a small
pocket mirror. Near by was a purse,
which I also picked up and put in my
pocket. 1 took both purse and mirror

! home with me, intending to tell my par-

ents of my find. It was late, however,
and I went right to bed. In the morning
I was in a hurry to get away with the
signal corps and forgot all about it.”

The police take exception to Durrant’s
statement that he had not seen Miss
Williams for three weeks, They say they
can prove that he was with her on Mon-
day and Tuesday aud possibly later.

I'rom all appearances, Miss Lamont was

the sidewalk., 1|

1 body was found. The body had been
| dragged up the belfry stairs and into the
| tower room. Her clothing was found
stuffed into various corners of the room.

About the time this morning that Miss
Lamont’s body was found the congrega-
tion of Emanuel Church were on their
way to attend their Kaster service, for
which elaborate preparations had been
made. When they arrived, however,
and learned of the crime they fled horror-
stricken from the spot. The church was
locked and guarded by the police all day.
. In his statement to the police, Rev, Dr,
| Gibson asserts his belief in Durrant’s in-
| nocence, but is unable to offer any theory
| a8 to the actual perpetrator of the crime.
| This much can be said of Durrant, he did
| not act like & guilty man when arrested,
and his preparations to leave with the sig-
nal corps were made without concealment,
and before the murder of Miss Williams,
Even the police foree admit that it seems
incredible that he would ecommit the
crime unless afflicted by a mania for that
sort of work. No charge has been placed
against Durrant,

Chief Crowiay, in speaking of the csse
| to-night, after detailing the circumstances
of Miss Williams’ disappearance last Fri-
day night, and the fact that a person an-
swering Durrant’s appearance had been
seen entering the church with a woman
who answers Miss Williams’ description,
8aid: “Durvant made his appearanceat Dr.
Vogel’s house about 9:30 or 10 ». M., re-
maining there until about 11:30. Dr.
Vogel states that at about the time Dur-
rant was at his house Durrani was gsome-
what exercised, and that great beads of
prespiration came from his forehead.
His hair was disheveled, and he asked
Dr. Vogel’s permission to wash his hands
and comb his hair before he made his ap-
pearance where the young people were,
stating to the doctor that he had just re-
turned from the signal corps, and conse-
quently his hands were soiled. He after-
wards cameldown stairs,after washing his
hands and combing his bair, and during
the evening read a letter purporting to
come from his sister in Germany, and
after reading the letter he seewmed more
composed.

‘‘About a month ago, I am informed,

church, and during the conversation
which ensued he asked the young lady if
| 8he was not suffering from some female

{ would prescribe for her; that she agreed
to take the medicine which he gave her,
jand that it did not benefit her., Ona

‘ later occasion,after church, Durrant asked |

i her if she had ever been examined. She
| was somewhat surprised at this question,

and answered no. Durrant then said she
{ ought to be, and that he could do it.

| amined; that her folks would attend to
that. He then told her there was no fear
of detection, and he proposed that he
| knew a good place in the church where
| Do one would find it out. She was very
| much surprised at his offer, which she
! indignantly repulsed.

| “When Durrant left Dr. Vogel’s resi-
f dence, at about 11:30, he left thers in com-

| pany with a young man named Wolf and |

a number of young ladies. They walked
| from Vogel’s house to Twenty-fourth and

Howard streets, when the parties sepa-
! rated, and Durrant continued west on
Twenty-fourth street. About 12:15 A, .
Wolf went to his stable and saddled his
horse, and crossing the corner of Twenty-
fourth and Bartlett streets, he noticed
Durrant standing on the corner.

“When the avove facts were
known to me, I detailed Detective Sey-
mour to Tamalpias, understanding that
Durrant was to go there, and Detective
Anthony to go to Mount Diablo, I was
informed that Durrant might be at either
place. Ialso came to the conclusion that
the person who murdered Miss Williams
was the same person who had something
to do with the disappearance of Miss La-
mont. I keptthese facts to myself, and
only advised the detectives who were
working on the case of my suspicions. I
told them that I thought Miss Lamont
would also be found in thatchurch. I
accordingly instructed Detectives Gibson
and Cody totake what force of ofiicers they
{ required and make a thorough investiga-

tion of the church. Gibson and Cody,

with Sergeants Burke and Reynolds,
l went to the church, and there succeeded
{in finding the body of Miss Lamont in
i the steeple. I then -directed Sergeant
{ Burke, being satisfied that my suspicions
| were correct, to go, upon my responsi-
| bility,to Durrant’s house and there search

for any evidence procurable. Burke
{ took Oiiicer Joseph with him, and they
| found a long ulster and a photograph al-
E bum containing a photograph of himself
land two of Miss Williams, and in the
| pocket®of the ulster a purse was found
| containing an Oakland car ticket. The
| purse has been positively identified by
| Miss Williams’ father as one he gave to
Lier as a Christmas present.

*Upon examination in my office this
{evening I asked the young man the fol-
{lowing: ‘Young man, you wiil be placed
| on trial for your life. 1 only want to ask
i you one question, and do not wish to con-
| vict you from your own mouth: Did you

ever see this purse?’
He said:

! asked him when, ‘Last Friday

| night,

| 10 12 o’clock at the corner of Third and

| Bartlett streets.” ”’

! Durrant appeared confildent and com-

x posed in his cell, which is cne of the
steel tanks in the new City Hall. His at-

| torney was present during the interview

{ given to the reporters, aud when he made

! the statement that he had not seen Miss |

! Williams for three weeks, which is said
| positively to be at variance with the facts,
| his attorney interrupted him, saying he
| had talked enough. Durrant’s father and
| mother were with him, and they feel
| keenly the position in which their son is
| placed.

Dr. Gibson, the pastor of Emanuel

| Church, had an interview with Chief
| Crowley to-day. He stated that he had
| no knowledge of the terrible crime, and
| rotarred bitterly to the fact that the news-
| papers were unfriendly to him because
| he had refused to accord them interviews
| in regard to the tragedy.
A startling theory is advanced by tho
| police which throws some light on the
! motive for the dastardly deed, and
it was confirmed by the discovery of the
body of Miss Lamont at an early hour
this morning, It is known that Blanche
Lamont, the pretty schoolgirl, who sud-
denly disappeared from her home about
two weeks ago, was a warm friend of the
murdered girl,

They frequentiy attended church to-
gether, and wers in the same Sunday-
school class. Since the disappearance of
Blanche, Miss Williams often said that
she knew that her chum had met with
foul play. This startling statement

1 1
,not murdered in the room where her

Durrant accompanied a young lady from |

complaint, and suggested to her that he i

She |
told him she did not desire to be ex- |

madse |

He eaid *‘Yes.) I/

I found it about twelve minutes |

the church, and the girl was asked for an
explanation. She positively declined to
reveal the nature of her information, and
the matter was dropped. The police are
now inclined to th.1k that Durrant is re-
sponsible for the . isappearance of Miss
Lamont, and suspec-ting that Miss Will-
iams was in possession of sufficient evi-
dence to prove his suilt, concluded to de-
coy her into the church and silence her
forever.

the statement of the girl and momentar-
ily feared exposure. As she continued
to declare that her Iriend had been mur-
aered, Durrant concluded to kill her. It
|is known that he met her by appoint-
| ment on Friday night, and the police be-
| lieve that he had already arranged his
| plans for putting her out of the way.
{ The fact that he selected a night when
| the church was deserted, the police argue,
| shows that he had carefully arranged for
the commission of the bloody:deed.

Last night Chief Crowley detailed sev-

of the dead school girl, and, as stated
above, her naked dead body was found in
| the belfry of the church aboutl o’clock
this morning. The Chief when he gave
the order to make the search was firmly
convinced that Miss Lamont had been
murdered and that her mutilated body
had been stowed away.

I.ate yesterday afternoon the Coroner
held an autopsy on the body of Miss
Williams, It revealed the fact that she
had been outraged. In one of her pockets
was found a receipt signed by J. L. Bal-
lertine of 1435 Park street, Alameda,
showing that she had paid 50 cents for a
number of copies of a morning paper
containing accounts of the disappearace
of Blanche Lamont.

The autopsy on the body of Miss La-
mont was held to-night. Itshowed that
the girl had been strangled to death, her
slayer using his hands, as shown by the
deep imprint of the fingers and the nails.
The physicians making the autopsies on
the bodies state that both Miss Lamont
| and Miss Williams had been outraged
| beforo being killed, and further state that
| tbere was no doubt that both girls had led
| virtuous lives. In the case of the La-
mont girl the autopsy indicated that the
! assault had been made on her about ten

days ago, which was the time she disap-
| peared.

Coroner Hawkins to-day complained
{ that his oflice is overworked at present.
He has thirty suspicious deaths on his
books upon which inguests have not
been completed. During the
{ April there were six dellberate murders,
| This number does not include the deaths
| of Blanche Lamont and Minnie Williams.
These two make the total of eight violent
deaths at the hands of persors known or
{unknown since April 1st. The Coroner
{ will not be able to hold the inquestsin
the matter of the two girls until the latter
i part of this week, if the police will be
jready to go on with the cases. In the
| meantime separate juries will be im-
| paneled, who will view the remains.

| Miss Lamont’s body will be shipped to
her home at Butte, Mont., for burial,
while Miss Williams’ remains will be
buried in this city.

Miss Lucille Turner is the name of the
{ young lady referred toin Chief Crowley’s
| statement as the person to whom Durrant
made the insuiting proposals one Sunday
: night on escorting her home. Since then
| their relations ha3 been somewhat
| strained. Miss Turnser is a teacher in the
Sunday-school, and has known Durrant
since she first entered the church last
May. Shesaysithat he was very much
interested in his studies and work, fond
of describing the horrors of the dissecting
roown, and seemingly lost to any feelings
of reverence for the human body. Miss
Turner has been connected with Durrant
in compiling a catalogue of the Sunday-
school library. The first pages of the
| catalogue were written by Durrant.
| Others were written by George King, and
the rest by Miss Turner herself. She
identified Durrant’s writing in the sev-
eral places, and then, shown a scrap of
paper in which Blanche Lamonts rings
were returned to Mrs, Noble, positively
identitied the writing sof the
name George R. King on the paper
as being that of Durrant. She said that
it would take conclusive evidence to
| prove to her that any one other than
Durrant wrote that name.

The detectives have two theories with
regard to this paper and writing, One is
that Durrant wrote the name of King,
thinking to connect the absence of
| Blanche Lamont with him. The other is
that Durrant picked up a stray paper
without noticing the name on it, and sent
it off, seemingly annoymous.

During a conversation with the detec-
tives, when Miss Turuer was examining
the different handwritings, she exclaimed
suddenly, in an excited and passionate
tone: “‘I would have fallen & victim to
him, too, if I bad not said no.”

Then followed the story as to Durrant’s
action. Miss Turneralso said that on the
; Sunday night following Blancke Lamont’'s
| disappearance, Durrant seemed worried,
i
|

and she had a conversation with him,
using the ily leafof a hymn book, she
asked him what troubled him, writing:

I know it is.”” He wrote in reply: **No;
| it is something a hundred fold greater in
| importance to me,””
{ Ithas been learned that Durrant had
| been engaged to Miss Flora Upton, a gov-
erness in a family at Mintern, Merced
County. She was a graduate of the high
{ school in this city. Durrant told Miss
Upton that he wasexpecting to graduate
from the medical school this summer.
He was an earnest student, and his stand-
|ing in none of his classes fell below 7
| per cent. The young people had mnot
| looked forward to any termination of the
| engagement on graduation, as Durrant
| had a name to make in his profession be-
fore he could think of matrimony.
Measured by the characteristics which
are usually found in murderers, Theo-
dors Durrant is the last man whom any-
| body would suspect of committing a
{ marder. He is described by his friends
i as a gentle, conscientious young man, of
|a moral character so high that he chose
| most of his companions from the Sunday-
| school of which he was assistant superin-
| tendent. Tobacco, liquor, profanity and
| vulgarity were vices in which he never
indulged. Durrant was born in Canada,
twenty-four years ago. When 8 years of
age he removed to this city with his
pavents, and has lived here ever since.
Early in his career he manifosted a re-
: ligious inclination, and a fow years ago
| joined the Baptist Church.

Miss Lamont was born in Rockford,
Ill., nearly 21 years ago. When she was
10 years old she removed with her family
to Dillion, Mont., but lived there only a
short time, her father having become

|
|
l

LY

reached the ears of several members of ! cashier of a bank in Butrte.

The police argue that Durrant had heard |

eral of his best men to hunt for the body ‘

month of

‘“Money matters or love, one or the other |

I
Conditions |
| at Butte were not satisfactory for the chil- |
|dren, and Mrs. Lamont took Blanche, |
| her three sisters and brothers back to
| Rockford to educate them. After gradu-
| ating she returned to Dillion. There she |
| taught school until prostrated by typhoid |
| fever last summer, The climate was not
i suitable to the convalescens, and Blanche
| was sent to this city to her aunt, Mrs, C.
G. Noble of 209. Twenty-first street, where
her sister is still living.

Detective Gibson, in speaking of the
| discovery of the body of Blanche La-
| mont in the little room in the steeple of
| the church, said to-night: ‘A glance!
| was sufficient to teil that the body was |
that of a very young woman, and that
she had been dead some days. It wasen-
tirely nude, and at first glance there did
not appear to be a mark or spot on the
smooth skin to indicate that death had
come by violence. 'I'he body lay on its
back, perfectly straight, with the arms
drawn up and the hands folded over the
breast. The long, thick hair of the dead
girl was drawn from under the head and
lay along the floor in a shiny, silken
stream.

“The murderer had closed the eyes of
his victim, aud tarned her head to ome
side, fearful that the blood which flowed
from her mouth and became a pool upon
the tloor might drip through the balcony
below, Fearing even that the dead might
ove, the murderer had thrust a block of
wood between the wall and the dead
girl’s head. The straightenad limbs had
been kept in position by pieces of wood.
The tloor of the little landing was cov-
ered with dust, which in the immediate
vicinity of the body had been disturbed,
as if by the sweeping of a cloth. In many
places footprints were visible, the marks
being such as would be lefs by a No. 8 or
No. 9 shoe.”

The detective said that from the land-
ing where the body was found a man can
climb into the interior of the Bpire by
ascending a rough ladder, formed by
cleats nailed across the studding on one
side of the room, The detective searched
this place. First he found the skirt of
the murdered girl. It bad been thrust
down between two timbers with |
infinite pains. The space
was found was extremely
and dark, and not a trace of the
skirt was visible, After finding the |
skirt, in quick succession, articles of
clothing, some torn and worn, wcrol
drawn from their hiding place in I.hui
spire. Behind an angle formed by rafters
the officer found a shoe. Its mate was
found an hour later behind some boards
nailed to the brace. The stockings were
togetber, crammed into a crack no larger |
than a cable slot. The corset was tucked |
in bebind & beam that supports 'the roof |
of the church, a story below where the |
body was found. Each of the under gar- |
| ments was tucked away in different places. |
On some of them slight blood stains were
visible, and all were either badly torn or
sufliciently to show the haste with which
they had been ripped from the body.

The work of hiding was done with the
greatest care, and it must have cost the
murderer over an hour of careful labor to
carry the ciothing up the sides of the
| tower beams and hide it away piece by
| piece.

J. George Gibson, Lhe pastor of the
Emanuel Church, has made a written
statement to the press denying rumors
that he at any time sought to have the
finding of the murdered body of
Mamie Williams kept quiet; that
he slept in the church, or that he was
in hiding. He also tells how he came to
find the body in company with lady
members of the church. He says he re-
fused to see reporters because he wanted
to aid the police and prepare a statement.

where it |
narrow |

SKIPPED FOR PARYTS UNKNOWN.

Two Youug Men Leave San Jose, Faill-
ing to Pay a Board Bill.

SAN Josg, April 14.—Two young men
claiming to be brothers, and giving their
names as J. Harris and J. H. Harris,
skipped from this city to-day after a
lively visit of 8 wezk. They stopped at
the Hotel Vendome, and made a lavish
display of money omn a number of oe-
casions, but they Jeft an unpaid board
bill of §51. A bicycle that they hired
and then pawned for wine in a dis-
reputable house was recovered. The
voung men befoxe coming to San Jose
had been guests at the Palace Hotelin
San Francisco, nnd they claimed to be
wealthy tourists from the KEast, In an
altercation with Eddie Bald, the cham-
pion cycler, on¢, of the alleged brothers
was badly broised up last Saturday
evening, 3

DISPUTED TITLES,

Promise of Interesting Litigation Over
Stcux City Properiy.

Sioux Ciry (Iowa), April 14.—Great
excitement has been caused here by the
belief among the properiy-holders that
the titles to all the property in the busi-
ness part of the city are defective. Ac-
cording to the records, the original plat is
situated In section 16, while in reality
the town is in section 18, All the de-
scriptions in the deeds of the properiy are
consequently worthless, The trouble is
further complicated by the failure of
Henry Aldren, the founder of the town,
to sign the plat, and the omission of the
Survieyor who laid out the place to sur-
vey it to correspond with the Govern-
| went survey. There is taik of an effort
by the original owners to force all the
present occupauts of the property to va-
cate. An interesting litigation is in pros-
pect.

—
Oscar Osen Seriously Injured.

SAn Josg, April 14.—An accident oc-
curred on the Garden City’Cyclers’ ce-
ment track here to-day, and Oscar Osen
was seriously injured. Heand a number
of others were speeding behind a tandem
pacemaker, when Osen’s wheel gave
way and he and those behind him were
in a beap instantly. It was found that
Osen had been knocked insensible by the
fall. A number of his teeth were knockad
out, and there was an ugly cut on his fore-
head between the eyes. It was several
hours before he regained consciousness.
Wells, Castleman and Tony Delmas were
also slightly injurad.

Fire in a Missouri Town.

Kansas Crry, April 14.—A special to
the Journal from Plattsburg, Mo., says:
Fire started this afternoon in the Stonum
livery barn and spread rapidly. At 8
P. M. the entire south side of the town has
been destroyed, and the fire is still burn-
ing fiercely. Amoung the buildings
burned is the Courthouse. The damage
already done is estimated at $300,000,
Plautsburg is a town of 3,000 inhabitants,
After the receipt ¢f the above dispatch
telegraphic communication with the
place was cut off.

Convention of Republican Clubs,

CLEVELAND, April 14.—A comuwittee of
prominent Republicuns is now in
Indianapolis to invite ex-President Har-
rison to deliver an address at the conven-
tion of Republican Ciubs in this city in
June. Invitations will also be extended
to Governor McKinley, Senator Allison,
ex-Speaker Reed, Cnauncey M. Depew
and other prominent Republicans.

| few

| minutes every person
| few men servants, who tried to save the
| trunks,

 TIRE AT PASADENA

The Hotel Raymond and Contents
Burned to the Ground.

GUESTS SUCCEED IN SAVING SOME
PERSONAL EFFECTS.

Great Preparations Made for the Car=-
nival Which Opens at Los Angeles
To-Day—Double Tragedy at Tacoma
—Stage Held Up in Colusa County

by Two Masked Men.

8pecial to the RECORD-UNTON.

Los ANGELEsS, April 14.—The Hotel
Raymond, at Pasadena, was totally de-
stroyed by fire this afternoon. Not a bit
of the famous resort is left. The hotel

was crowded with tourists, but they all |

escaped with their lives, although ward-
robes and other possessions were
tirely consumed. 7The cause of the fire is
not yet known.

In less than an hour from the time the
fire was discovered in the cupola at the
southwest corner of the building the
hugh structure was leveled to the ground,
and the only thing leit standing to mark
the spot was the tall chimney of the
furnace.

The fire wus discovered at 3:20 by a boy
outside, who saw a cloud of smoke issu-
ing from the windows of the cupola on
the fourth story. The alarm was at once
given, but the flames burst forth before
a drop of water could be brought, and
the strong wind,
had been blowing all day, carried the
flames at an alarming rate. 'There was
no hope for the building from the start,

There were about 150 guests at the
hotel, 100 of whom were members of the
Car Accountants’ Association, whose
special train stood at Raymond station.

en-

i The guests acted In an orderly manner,

and some succeeded in saving a few per-
sonal effects, though most of them lost
everything. No one was injured seri-
ously, but in trying to save something a
were burned about the face and
bhands, and one of the guests was well
shaken in jumping from
veranda. The electric fire alarm was
sounded in each roomn as soon as the fire
was discovered, and in less than ten
had left excepta

The hotel was supplied with
fire apparatus, but no one remained to
work it as the heat was too intense.

The Hotel Raymond was built in 1854
by Walter Raymond of the firm of Ray-

{ mond & Whitcomb Excursion Company,

which has hotels
Colorado also.

in New Eungland and
The great hotel stood on
an eminence overlooking the San
Gabriel Valley. 'The cost of the building
was almost a half miilion dollars, and
the furniture cost 350,000, Tne building
and furniture were insured for $200,000 in
Boston. New York
compunies.

Colonel W. E, Wentworth, the resident
manager of the hotel, was in the oflice of
the hotel when the alarm was turned in.
He cried like a child as the ilags from
the huge structure went skyward, but
later he was concerned ouly for the com-
fort of the guests and the army of
servants employed about the place.
Many of the guests and most of the lLelp
went at once to the Green lHotel in Pasa-
dena, where quarters are secured for
them.

The servants were mostly imported

from Boston and otber New England
points. I'hey lost the greater part or
their effects, and are left destitute.

Colonel Wentworth said they will be
cared for and returned to their homes in
the East,

There is a mystery about the origin of
the fire, though the accepted theory isa
defective flue. The building was lighted
throughout with eleciricity from a plant
in the basement,

To-night a great crowd of curiously in-
clined sightseers gathered around the
smoldering pile, which represents all
that of which was probably one million
dollars’ worth of property at noon. 'I'be
general impression is that the hotel will
bLe rebuilt at once. Itis an important
factor in the Raymond-Whitcomb Ix-
cursion Company’s big enterprise, and
was under the mauagement of Colonel
Wentworth, while Wentworth Hall, in
the New Hampshire hills, a famous sum-
mer resort under the company’s manuage-
ment, was closed. The same help was
used 1n each hotel.

During the last few years many people
bave made the Hotel Raymond their
winter home, and the enterprise, though
a gigaunlc one, was considered a paying
one. The management had just had pre-
pared plans for extensions and improve-
ments to be made during the summer.

LOS ANGELES FIESTA.

Great Preparations for the Carnival in
the southern Californla City.

Los ANGELES, April 14.—The opening
event of the second annual celebration of
La Fiesta de Los Angeles takes place in
this city to-morrow. It is expected that
the event will attract 50,000 visitors, and
already the hotels, public houses and
many private houses are filled to over-
flowing with people who are gathered
from all parts of the country.

The entire city is to be given up to this
revel. No business will be done except
pertaining to the festival and that abso-
lutely necessary, and the whole popula-
tion of the city will devote the week of
the carnival to the enjoyment of the
splendid pleasures prepared and the en-
tertainment of the cily’s thousands of
guests,

A novel feature of the fiesta already
very noticeable is the lavish street dec-
oration. It is seldom that a cily is so
completely transformed from its every-
day appearance iuto such a veritaple
bower of beauty in so short a time.
Merchants and properiy-owners along
the line of march which the parade will
follow and all the principal streeits have
buried their buildings beneath masses of
palin leaves, pine boughs, flowers and
bunting. Ilags are flying from every
post and are draped on every pillar. The
city is a sea of color, in which the colors
of La Fiesta—the yellow for the orange,
the green for the olive aud the red for the
wine—predominate,

Beside the decoration of the buildings
by private individuals, the Merchants’
Association, under whose auspices the
festival is given, has appointed a Com-
mittee on Street Decoration, and its work
is very much in evidence. Along the
principal streets the telegraph and electric
poles and street signs have been orna-
mented with fan palms and ornaments
insuch a way as to give the sircets in
any direction the appearance of long,
palm-bordered avenues, and the eflect is
magical and truly arustic. Across the
street streamers float from suspended
wires in lavish profusion.

Inhabitants and the thousands of visit-
itors wear Iiesta badges bearing the car-
nival colors, and the craze does not stop
at this, but neckties, hai-bands, shoe-
strings, parasols and shirt fronts even,
are yellow and green,

The instailation of the carnival govern-
ment, when the great golden key of the
city is turned over by the Mayor to the
oflicials of La Fiesta, takes place in an
immense building,

Tuesday morning the Queen
Fiesta, Mrs. Modini-Wood, a

of La
native

almost a gale, which |

the roof of the !

aud San I'rancisco |

daughter of the sunny southland, and her
retinue will arrive in the city, and at 1 p,
i M, there will be a grapd triumphal march
{to Central Park. It will be a colossal
pageant of trades, manufactures, proe-
ducers and secret societies. In the evene
ing a grand concert will be held in the
pavilion.

On Wednesday evening thoere will be a
magnificent illuminated parade, includ-
ing the Pageant of the Pacifig, illuminated
displays by merchants, grotesque mili-
tary and other organizations and many
special and novel features, with a brill-
iant review at Central Park. :

Thursaay has been set aside as Chil-
dren’s Day, and the 10,000 school children
of the city will appear on parade in their
best bib and tucker, In the evening tho
grand carnival masque ball will be held,

Friday will be kuown as Nationa! Day.

There will be a pageant of military, Chi-

| nese, the fire department and a grand
display of Southern, Central and North-
ern California floats, and on Saturday the
| carnival will close with & gorgeous tloral
pageant, which will be reviewed by the
Queen, after which there will. be a battle
of tlowers at Central Park, jollowed by a
burlesque tournament of sports in the
evening by the aid of els tr1c 'ights,

TRAGEDY AT 1 IMA,

A German Girl Shotto D a i, the Mur=
deror Committing Sulcide,

Tacoma, April 12,—Maggie Garnder, a

pretty German girl, was shot and killed
this morning by Mike Pfeille, s crank,
who imagined he was her lover. Pieifle
then shot himself, and died alinost in-
| stantly., Maggie was a servant girl in
the employ of A. Weinberg, and was un-
usually unassuming and lady-like. She
was a favorite with the German popula-
tion. Preifle was a mechanic of little
means and good address, He secreted
himselfin the woodshed of the Weinberg
residence in some manuer lasst night,

At Y o’clock this morniug Maggie went

out to get some wood. She picked

had

up a few sticks when Pfeifle tired. His
bullet entered ner left eye, and orashed
through her brain. She died at 12:30

o’clock at the Fannie Hadock hospital.
She was 24 years old and Mr. W einberg
says she was the best domestic he ever
had. She helped support an aged father
and two younger children.
’ Pfeifle had been paying her attentions
for three years, but she did not like him
and told him so. On March 27th he was
arrested on her complaint, charged with
threatening to kill her, He had said ho
would kill her before she would marry
another., The case was continued two
weeks, and last Monday was disimissed
because she failed to prosecute. Mr.
Weinberg wanted to prosecute him, but
Maggie said he was too much of a coward
to kill ber, and asked him to desist. Last
night 3she was observed by Pfeifle to
walk out with another young Gerinan,
his rival. Preifle was a member of the
San Francisco German Turnerbund, and
a Mason.

STAGE HELD TUP.

The Express Box Taken and the Driver
Relievea ol 1iis Money.

CoLusa, April 14.—The stage running
between Norman and Princeton, owned
by John Boggs and known as the Boggs
line, was held up by two masked men
about five miles from FPrinceton yester-
day morning at 11 o’clock,

The driver, Henry Cole, who was alone,
was driving along slowly, when two
masked men stepped out from the road-
side and, pointing a brace of rovolvers at

his head, ordered him to halt. Cole’s
bands went up promuptly. Tho highway-
wen then compelled him to throw out

Wells, Fargo & Co.’s treasure-box. This
i was done with alacriLy, and Cole, think-
{Ing the robbers had secured all they were
| after, was about to pick up the reins,
| when he was stopped by the grufl com-
mand: *““Hold on; we are not turough
with you yet. Get down oif that stage and
hold up your hands.” Cole hesitated a
moment. There was the click ot a pistol-
bammer, and the bandit shouted :
“You, get down, or I’li blow your head
oft I

The driver then sprang from the stage,
and the larger of the two robbers, who
seemied to take the lead in evervthing,
commanded the smaller to *“Keep a
bead on him while I go through him.”
Cole was then searched, the robber secur=
ing about 26 in cash. He was then or-
dered to get back on the stage again and
drive om, and lost no time in obeying.

CARSON MINT SCANDAL,

Many Rumors Afloat Caused by the

Arrest of J. T.

RExo, April 14.—The arrest of Assist-
ant Melter and Refiner J. T.}Jones of the
Carson Mint has caused much interess,
and there are a muliitude of ruwmors
afloat. Jones’ examination will be held
I'hursday before United States Commis-
sioner T, J. Edwards at Carson.

Jones was in Reno to-day to attend
Easter services at the Episcopsl Church,
and was interviewed by the Associated
Press reporter. He said he could prove
where every dollar he is worthh and has
spent during the past five years was
made, and claims that all his accumula-
tions are legitimate. There has been a
theory advanced that hejwas arrested in
hope of making him ‘‘tell what he
knows.”” ‘I'he closest to him scoff at the
idea of his being in any way responsible
for the shortage, He refused to discuss
his arrest at Lhis time.

It is undersiood that the Government
secret otlicers know the whereabouts of
James Heney, the man accused of depos-
iting a quantity of granulated gold at the
Reno Reduction Works, and that he will
shortly be arrested. Itis also understood
that Heney has already employed attor-
neys. There istalk of wholesale arrests
being made shortly, involving heads of
departments and clerks., At the exam-
ination Thursday the Government ofii-
cials will be compelled to disclcse their
theories of how the shortage occurred.

Jones.

FUNERAL OF PAUL SCHULZE.
Last Sad Rites Over the Remalins of the
Ex-Rallroad OfMclal.

TacomA, April 14.—The funeral of Paul
Schulze took place this afternoon at 3:30
from his late residence. The house was
crowded. and 200 people stood on the
sidewalk and lawn outside, Among the
throng were his divorced wife, heavily
veiled; Receiver Oakes, the highest exec-

utive officer of the Northern Pacifie
lailroad, and several score oif close
friends and business associates. ‘has

drawing-rooms were banked with Easter
lilies, hyacinthes and greens, and the
casket was covered with elaborate tloral
offerings. IRev. A. W. Martin of the
First I'ree Church conduocted the serv-
ices, The interment was in the Tacoma
cemetery.

State Sportsmen’s Association.

SAN Francisco, April 14.—The State
Sportsmen’s Association will hold its an-
nual trap shooting tournament on May
2d, 3d and 4th, The Interstate Associa-
tion in its rules governing tournaments
for the cowming seascn states that any
shooter *“who intentionally misses a tar-
get in order to obtain a place shall forfeit
all his interest in the purse, and
will e debarred from taking part in any
tournament given under the auspices of
the association.”’

Found Dead Beside a Railroad Track.

Inpro, April 14.—Joseph Meunier, a
Frenchman, who was beating his way to
Phoenix, Ariz., was found dead beside
the railroad track five miles west of here
to-night, DMeunier, with a partner,
started to walk from Palm Springs to
Indio, They took no water, and as Meu-
nier became exhausted for the want of it,
he laid down near the track, and his part-
ner proceeded to Indio. From all ap-

urances he was Lit by a train, his neck
ing brokens
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