
THE POPE AND SECRET CONFRA-
TERNITIES.

In its earliest aspect the Christian
Church was a secret order. During- the
reign of Augustus private assembly was

denied except for funeral purpose. Sep-

ulture was deemed of the highest im-

portance, because of the dogma of the
resurrection of the body. Burial asso-
ciations were allowed, but such associa-
tions were not permitted to have a

Grand Lodge or a common head. This
denial of a central authority was to

make them less dangerous to the State.
Absolutism has much to fear from the
right of private assembly. The freedom
of association in a private order is al-
ways favorable to the promulgation of
the principles of liberty. On the basis
of fraternity, men become more humane.
Liberty is the outgrowth of philanthro-
py. To say this in another form, it is the
love of mankind in general which en-
genders a love of human liberty.

The old Roman prejudice against the
right of private assembly still exists in
the Catholic Church as a rudiment. The
Holy See has forever been the enemy of
private confraternities. This opposi-
tion is a legacy which has descended
from very ancient times. It is imbed-
ded as a fossil in the oldest traditions
of absolute governments, and yet the
Christian Church was itself a private
confraternity at the outset. Itwas nec-
essary that signs and grips should be
communicated, because writing was not

in use and letters of introduction and
written credentials were impossible.

That the anathema of the church
against membership of private orders
is wholly unreasonable goes without
saying to the minds of members of these
private orders. A temperance organi-
zation is formed for mutual moral sup-
port. There is nothing in the "secret"
of any temperance order, except the
signs and grips, which are never used,

and the password, which simply guar-
antees against the intrusion of those
who are not adherents of the principles
of the order. But this secret associa-
tion of men engaged in the conduct of

the affairs of life is universal. The
College of Cardinals at Rome holds se-
cret sessions. The Cardinals of the va-
rious countries have secret meetings

with the priests. Religious orders have
secrets and hold secret metings.

In the Protestant Church the observ-
ance is the same. Affairs of the church
are considered with closed doors and it
is perfectly right that they should be.
Officials hold what are known as execu-
tive sessions The Senate of the United
States goes into executive session, and
each member is pledged to secrecy,
when diplomatic and international af-
fairs are under consideration. Every

member of the Senate of the United
States is therefore a member of a secret

order. He is pledged not to divulge cer-
tain things and his pledge is good as
against foreign States and against his
own constituency. The Propaganda of
every church holds secret sessions. The
family is a secret order. There is no
secret In Masonry except that what is
known in Masonry is a secret. Masonry
holds no knowledge of any truth or
principle that is not known commonly
to all mankind.

There is no such thing as confining
truth in its abstract sense within the
council chambers of a secret order.
Neither scientific, moral, religious nor
spiritual truth can be so confined. Cer-
tain benefits are to inure only to mem-
bers who have made certain contribu-
tions, and to confine these benefits
strictly to those entitled to receive them
certain covenants of mutual helpfulness
are entered into. That one is entitled to
the benefits of these covenants is wit-
nessed by certain signs and grips.

There was a time when all this had vast
meaning to mankind, but that time has
passed. Private confraternities have
less significance as the universal brother-
hood of man comes to be recognized by
society at large. The Government of
the United States is based upon frater-
nity?equality of men before the law-
arid the Constitution of the United
States itself is on the basis of one grand
fraternal brotherhood.

Itis just as absurd to suppose that re-
ligion has something to lose by the
membership of its votaries in a secret
order as to suppose that a Catholic can-
not be a member of the United States
Senate, because it holds secret sessions.
It is a pity that the Roman Church ad-
heres to this old fossilized absurdity.
It is a great pity that the Pope himself
could not become a Mason or an Odd
Fellow, in order that he might see that
what are called the secrets of these or-
ders lose their formidable aspect as soon
as they are known to the initiate.
While these private confraternities may

inculcate religious truth in its spiritual

rather than its doctrinal aspect, they
are in no sense religious sects. The
multiplicity of these orders has de-
prived them of their original meaning.
The individual who is a member of ten

private orders and has assumed special

relation with the membership of each,

fey which in a measure he is bound to

extend special helpfulness to each, finds

himself fraternally related to almost
every respectable man whom he meets.
Membership in these orders is so nearly

universal as to have ceased to be spec-

ial, and therefore the special relation
which a man assumes toward the
brothers of a confraternity loses its
meaning by reason of the fact that he
has assumed fraternal obligations to-
ward the membership of dozens of these
orders.

The membership of a private confra-
ternity knows nothing whatever beyond
what is known by the world at large

except the secret of the order, and the
secret is merely the secret. The ancient
idea that there was a Masonic word
with which conjurations might be per-
formed is the veriest nonsense. Ifit is
entertained at all by men in modern
times, it is confined entirely to the low-
est intelligence. The opposition of the
Pontiff therefore to membership in

these private confraternities belongs

to an age in which it might have pos-

sessed some attributes of reasonable-
ness. In modern times it is the very

doxology of nonsense.

A CALIFORNIA SEMI-CENTENNIAL
EXPOSITION.

Several month* age the Stockton
"Mail" proposed that California cele-
brate the fiftieth anniversary of the
discovery of gold in California, and

that it should be on such a scale as to
take on an international character. The
idea was that it should be a great semi-
centennial jubilee, commemorating the

era that gave California to the Union.

The suggestion was generally ar>-
proved, but, as the "Mail" puts it, "it
was like discharging a brilliant sky

rocket in a foggy atmosphere?it just

shot up and fizzled." Texas, however,

has been more energetic. The "Mail's"

idea of a semi-centennial was some-
thing that moved the Texans to ac-

tion at once. That State is so related
to the date involved that her interest in
it is common with that of California.
Accordingly Texas has done something

about it.
The city of Dallas has taken the ini-

tiative. On the 25th of February a con-
vention of GOO delegates, representing

all parts of the State, was held. In the
evening the citizens gave the conven-
tion a banquet at which a thousand
guests were entertained, and the flood
of eloquence and tide of enthusiasm
was at the high stage.

The convention ordered a corporation
to be formed, to be known as the Texas

Semi-Centennial Exposition Associa-
tion, with a capital of $2,000,000 in $100
shares. Texas is to 'subscribe $1,000,-

--000 of this stock, and the Federal Gov-
ernment is to be asked to subscribe the
other million, or lend it. Texas now has
in Washington a large committee pre-

senting the whole matter to the uov-
ernment.

As an exchange puts it, "the people

of Texas are now tumbling over each
other to make up their quota." The ba-
sis of asking the Government to sub-
scribe rests on the action of Congress

in the matter of the Philadelphia Cen-
tennial, and in the aid extended to the
Cotton States Exposition at Atlanta re-

cently.
The acquisition of California, New

Mexico, Nevada, Utah and part of Col-
orado hinged upon the convention of
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and
the relation of this event to the annex-

ation of Texas is a matter familiar to

all who have read the history of the
United States and its war with Mex-
ico. Under that treaty the United
States acquired more territory than the
patriot fathers won from England by

the revolutionary war. Texas now pro-
poses to fittingly celebrate these two
great events, the annexation of Texas
and the ratification of the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo.

The question is, what part should
California play in that affair? Itwould
not at all militate against the Texas
enterprise if this State should take up

the scheme proposed by the "Mall" and
also hold a semi-centennial in com-
memoration of the discovery of gold, of
the acquisition of California and the
ratification of the treaty.

January, 1848, gold was discovered
at Coloma; February 2, 1848, the treaty

of Guadalupe Hidalgo was dated at
that city; it was ratified at Washing-
ton by the President March IG, 1848; it
was exchanged at Queretaro May 30,
1848; it was proclaimed by the Presi-
dent July 4, 1848. Gold was discov-
ered at Coloma, a little over forty miles
from this city. The discoverer went out

from Sutter's Fort in this city, under
employment of General Sutter, and to

this point Marshall brought his find to

ascertain its true character, and from
this point the news of the discovery

went out to all the world. This city be-
came the focal point for all the incom-
ing Immigration of tne gold-hunters,

and was the entrepot for a quarter of a

century for the whole mining region, up

to the time that railroad construction
introduced us to a new commercial and
transportation system.

Ifsuch a celebration is held, then this

city should be the heart of it all. Here,

by historical fitness, the exposition

should have its chief interest, though

the celebration should be marked by

appropriate ceremonies in every city,
town and hamlet in the State. Dallas
is to be the center and heart of the
Texas exposition, but Dallas is only

slightly larger than Sacramento, and
has around it not nearly so large a

population, not nearly so complete a
railway system, and is not near, as is
Sacramento, to a great commercial
metropolis. We are therefore better
capacitated for the location of the ex-

position and for a great visitation than
is Dallas for that State.

However, if there is to be a semi-
centennial exposition or jubilee in Cal-
ifornia, it should not be limited to lo-
cality, nor made merely the special

means of gain for any particular city.

While it should center at Sutter's Fort,

the chief point of historic interest in
California, it should, with broad con-
servatism, engage the activity of every

community in the State.
But suppose the people of the State

remain indifferent to the suggestion

and do nothing about it? Then Sacra-
mento, on its own behalf, as the capi-

tal city of California, as the location of
Sutter's Fort, aa the nearest large town

to the spot where Marshall found the
first gold, should have a jubilee on its
own account, and there is no reason
whatever why she should not now de-
clare to that effect. Let it be under-
stood that Sacramento is in favor of
a semi-centennial jubilee for the whole
State, so arranged as to date that it
may co-operate with that of Texas.

But if ln a few weeks there is shown
no disposition on the part of the people
generally to favor the idea, then let
Sacramento resolve to celebrate as the
Capital City anyhow. To that end it
would be entirely proper "ior this city

to broach the idea in formal manner at
once, and give it to be understood that
in one way or another it is to go
through. We have just a little less

than two years in which to make prep-
aration, and that is not any too much

time. The idea should be taken hold
of by the Chamber 01 Commerce, the
clubs and associations of the city, with
the understanding that Sacramento is

for a State jubilee, but that whether it
is held or not, there shall be a Sacra-
mento jubilee in the early spring of
18U8.

WHAT HAVE THEY TO SAY?

A few years ago in this city a drunken
rowdy, a Russian of low instincts, was
thrown out of a public place and beaten
for his insolence and offenses. He

stoned the place and broke in its win-
dows. He went to the police station for
a warrant, but on his own statement it
was refused to him as he was the of-
fender, for he was drunk.

The next day, when he had plenty
of time to cool, the fellow armed him-
self and appeared on the streets and
with settled purpose to kill the man
who had whipped him. In the midst
of a public crowd he thought he saw
him, whereupon he fired with murderous
intent and hit an unoffending bystander.

The rascal at once fled along the street
pursued by police officers and the cry
"Stop murderer!" Citizens joined in

the chase; the fellow turned down an
alley, the officers and crowd still in pur-
suit. A citizen of high standing, a man
loved and respected, was at work in his
back yard. Hearing a noise in the alley

he opened his gate to ascertain what
it was and stepped out. The assassin
had passed the gate, but turned and
fired at the citizen and killed him.

When the murderer was captured he
fought desperately, and such was the
indignation of the people over the mur-
der that the military had to be called
out to prevent the mobbing of the
prison. The fellow was tried and con-
victed, and through the weakness of the
jury his neck was saved and he was
sent to prison for the term of his natu-
ral life.

Prior to the trial, at the trial, and
subsequently, a strange, unaccountable
and wholly indefensible sentiment de-
veloped in favor of the murderer. It
was argued that he did not intend to
kill James Lansing; that he was being

pursued and had a right to defend him-
self, or thought that he had; that he

had been denied his right to a warrant

the day before and was crazed.
The "Record-Union" protested against

this sentiment, pointed out that it was
unreasonable and mawkish, and that
its natural logic would throw down the
barrier of the law that guarantees men
their lives; that the man intended to
kill someone; that because he did not
have intent to kill the particular man
he did slaughter, made no sort of dif-
ference; that he was a murderer at
heart and had shown it when he shot
the first man on the street and before
he was pursued; that the pursuers were
officers as well as citizens; that his
pursuit was right and praiseworthy;
that he had been called upon to halt
and had refused.

But all in vain; a petition was gotten
up and the Governor pardoned the as-
sassin by commuting his life sentence
to a short term and this presently set
him free to prey upon society. There-
upon Simon Raten went upon the path
again, seeking, as he put it, to be right-
ed. He even journeyed to Washington
in an endeavor to get the President to
interest himself and probably thought
he could make of the matter an inter-
national concern.

The "Record-Union" during all this
time did not fail to express itself freely

concerning the outrage on justice, com-
mon-sense and human safety, that the
petition, the sickly sentiment, the false
conception of the law, the ill-bestowed
mercy and the unfortunate pardon con-
stituted.

Tuesday last two unoffending Japan-
ese were "stood up" on the highway in
this county and robbed by a Russian
deperado. Both men were shot by the
fellow; one died Instantly, the other a
few days later in the hospital. A man
was seen by four section hands in com-

pany with the Japanese on the high-
way on Tuesday, who answered the de-
scription of the murderer. The Japan-

ese were robbed of their watches. The
wounded Japanese gave a description of
the man, and said a Russian joined

them at or near Stockton on Monday,

and traveled with them on the railroad

to near Arno, where the robbery and

murder took place. The fellow told the

Japs that he had come from the mines.
On this clew a man was found and ar-

rested, and he turns out to be Simon
Raten, the murderer of James Lansing.

He was found at a farm ten miles from
the place of the murder on the same line

of road. He arrived at that place on

Wednesday. His clothing and appear-
ance an3\ver to the description given by

the Japanese. On the way to prison he

spoke of the killingof the Jap, though

that subject had not been mentioned to
him. He was first to name it, saying he

knew nothing of it. He added a sig-

nificant fact corresponding to the story

of the Jap, namely, that he had been at

work among the mines near Angel's

Camp.
In prison he admits that he was on

the very road on the line of which the

Japanese were killed. On his person are

found two watches, and he tells a story

as to his whereabouts that is now
proved to be false, for yesterday there

came the four section men, and, being

taken into the jail yard where a score
oi prisoners were moving about, they at
once picked out Ratan as the fellow

they saw with the Japanese on the day

and on the road of the double murder.

? It will be difficult to convict Raten,

unless ether facts develop; still the

identification of the man, the possible

identification of the watches that may

come about, may serve to fix the crime
upon him. The moral conviction will

remain that he is the murderer. Now

what have the people to say who aided

by their false sentiment and unhappy

petitioning to set the murderer of James
Lansing free?

Wanted in Stockton.
James Darwin has been arrested by

Officer Higgins for felony embezzlement
committed in San Joaquin County. He
admitted that he is the person wanted
by the authorities over there.
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Weather Forecast.

Northern California?Fair, cooler In the
upper Sacramento Valley; fresh northwesterly
wind*.
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CURES AND PBEVESTS

Colds, Couehs, Sore Throat, Influenza,
Bronchitis. Pneumonia, swelling

ofthe Joints, Lumbago,

Inflammations, Rheumatism, Neuralgia
Frostbite*, Chilblains. Headache,

Toothache, Astlmia,

DIFFICITJLT BREATHING.
rrnFS THE WORST PAINS in from one

to twenty rahmtea, NOT ONE HOUR after
readiu" 'this advertisement need any one
SUFFER WITH PAIN.
\ half to a teaspoon* id in half a tumbler of

water will in a lew minutes cure Cramps,
Spasms Sour Stomach. Heartburn, Nervous*
ness, Sleeplessness, Sick Headache. Diarrhea,
Dysentery, Colic, Flatulency and all internal

P
There Is not a remedial aprent in the world

that will cure Fever and Ague and all other
Malarious, Bilious and other fevers, aided by

RADWAY'S PILLS, so (illicitly as BAD-
W-\Y'S READY BELIEF. Fifty cents per
bottle. druggiats. t

TRIOTS SALE.
PURSUANT TO'THE PROVISIONS OF

a certain deed of trust executed b>
GEORGE H. FLOURNOY and NANNIE
FLOURNOY, his wife, both of the county

of Tehama, State of CaliforniaLto \\ ILL-
IAM BECKMAN and J. U HUNTOON.
both of the city of Sacramento, county

of Sacramento, State of California, as
trustees, dated April 22, J&L and re-
corded on May 4. 1891, in the office of .he
County Recorder of the county of Tehama,
State of California, in liber E of Trust
Deeds at page 07 and following, and on
application of the holder and owner of the
promissory note secured to he paid Dy said
deed of trust, and because default had
been made in the payment of the indebted-
ness secured to be paid by said deed of
trust, the undersigned trustees will sell,
at public auction, to the highest and best
bidder for cash, in United States gold
coin, at the front of the Courthouse of the
county of Sacramento, in the city
of Sacramento, State of California,
on FRIDAY, the. 13th day of March, 1896,
between the hours of 10 a. m. and 12 m.
(said sale commencing at the said hour
of 10 a. m. of said day), the following de-
scribed real estate with the improvements
thereon, situated in the county of Tehama,
State of California, to wit: The north-
east quarter of the north vest quarter,
lot six of the northwest quarter, lot seven
of the northeast quarter of section 2<S,
township 24 north, range 5 west. M. D. B.
and M.

WILLIAMBECKMAN, Trustee.
J. L. HUNTOON, Trustee.

Sacramento, Cal., February 20, 1896.
A. L. Hart, Attorney.
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mm 10 CONTRACTORS -SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
ceived by the Secretary of State up to 12
o'clock noon, of the 24TH DAY OF MARCH,
for furnishing all necessary miterial and labor
for hiying "tile flooring" in the State Capitol
building at Sacramento. Each bidder must
submitsamples of the material tobe lurnlshed,
and no bid will be considered unless accompa-
nied with same, and a certitied check for lO
percent, ot the amount ofbid, made payable to

the Secretary ot State. Plans and specifica-
tions may be seen at the office of the Secretary
of State." The right to reject any or all bids is
reserved. L. H. BROWN,

Secretary ol" State.
Sacramento, Cal., February 21,1896.
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MATER MISERICORDIAE HOSPITAL,
Twenty-second Street, bet. 0 aid R, Sacrmeato.

Conducted by the

Sisters o£ IXCe^rcry.
THIS HOSPITAL IS ATTENDED BY THE

best and most prominent physicians of f-ac ;i-

-irento. and has already gained many patio: s
throughout the fctate. Apart from tbe per-
sonal rare and t-upervision of the Sls.ers, a
re hfent Physician ani well-trainad nurses
ere In constant attendance day and night.
For further particulars apply to the resident
Physician. DR J. H. O'CONNOR MTuW

SEND THE WEEKLY UNION TO YOUR
friends in the East.

WE'LL TELL YOU ALL ABOUT THIS

WEDNESDAY.
T 4

_
« TTTri Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

fAMES G D \YIS, Furniture '
Carpets,

J IVVJ VJ. ¥ lU, tjphOLSTERY GOODS, ETC.
Salesroom, 411 and 418 X Street. Warerooms, 403 to 407 Oak Avenue.
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DRESS:: GOODS
FOR SPRING

Take the lead now because they are most in women's thoughts at

this time, when changes of dress must be studied. New lots

are constantly arriving. Willyou take first pick from the pieces
just out of the cases?

The plaid makers revel in beauty. High colors are subdued

with quiet overstripes; dull plaids are brightened with silk. We

invite you to inspect the lines at 50c and 7sc a yard.

SPECIAL TO-DAY.
New Dress Goods.

ALPACA BROCADE?A very hand-
some and stylish novelty in small neat
designs, has a very rich silky look.
Comes in ten choice spring shades.
Special good value

At 65c a Yard,

FANCY CHEVIOTS- -36-inch wide
all-wool, two tone fancy mixtures, also
fancy weave homespuns in diagonal
stripes and checks, over thirty new pat-

terns to choose from. You'll note them
as remarkable good value

At 40c a Yard.

SILK AND WOOL CHEVIOTS?42-
inch wide fancy weaves of silk and wool
mixed in rich two tone and changeable
effects. Comes in eight choice patterns.

Such value and prettiness as you never
saw before.

At 50c a Yard.
New Doilies.

Cream Linen Doilies, with red
fringed borders; some have checked
centers; pure linen; size 13x13.

Special Price, 19c Dozen.

Muslin.
Soft bleached, 36 inches wide, finished

for the needle.

Special Price, 7c Yard.

Drapery Scrim.
Cream color, in fancy open work pat-

terns. For curtains or draperies.

Special Price, 4c Yard.

Damask Towels.
Satin damask, hem-stitched, with

pretty drawn-work designs, rich satin
floral patterns. Nice for stand covers
or scarf 3. Size 20x38 inches. Worth
50c each.

Special Price, 35c.

SPECIAL TO-DAY.
New Embroideries.

FULL FLOUNCINGS?Nice white
lawn Full Flouneings, in pretty designs.

Worth from 75c to $1 25 a yard.

Special Price, 50c Yard.
EMBROIDERED EDGINGS?White

and colored, in a very choice lot of pat-

terns. Worth from 7% to 10c a yard.

Special Price, 5c a Yard,

Misses' and
Children's Shoes.

Made of serviceable dongola kid and
button style, with good stout soles, nar-
row and medium widths. Former value
$2 a pair.

Special Price, 75c.

Men's Gloves.
Made from dog skin. They are just

the thing for driving. Come in assorted
colors, sizes 7% to 10, and are sewed
with silk. Worth fully75c a pair.

Special Price, 50c.

Counter Books.
Manilla paper Counter Books with

strong press board covers. Worth
double the

Special Price, 3 tor 10c.
Lead Pencils.

The well-known "Progress" brand,

with nickel and rubber tips. Most sta-

tioners get 25c a for them.

Special Price, 13c.
Mohair.

MOHAIR?-38 inches wide in fancy
two tone weaves. Its high gloss perfec-

tion of finish, adaptability to tones of
cclor, dust-shedding quality and grace-

ful drape makes Mohair a queen among
dress fabrics. This line comes in ten

choice shades for spring wear, and is a

Special Value at SOc.
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SPECIAL TO-MORROW.
New Parasols.

Black Carriage Parasols, gloria silk

with single ruffle. An uncommon
chance brings them to you at the

Special Price of 75c Each.

Crash Toweling.
Eighteen inches wide, full bleached,

all linen, soft and absorbent. Worth
12\£c a yard regular.

Special Price,

Table Linen.
Bleached, made of pure flax in pretty

damask patterns, full 58 inches wide.
You've seldom seen as good at 50c.

Special Price, 35c a Yard,

Infants' Shoes.
For dress shoes in assorted styles,

sizes 1 to 6. Former prices were $1,
$1 25 and $1 50 a pair.

Special Price, 68c.

Nightshirts.
Men's and Youths', made of plain

white muslin; well put together; come
in sizes 12 to 17. Value SOc.

Special Price, 30c Each.

Toilet Soaps.
The popular Yucca root make In

glycerine and tar. They are 40 per cent,

under value at the

Special Price, 5c a Cake,

Alarm Clocks.
Full nickled, good time pieces and

worth $1 each regular.

Special Price, 60c.

SPECIAL WEDNESDAY.
Pearl Buttons.

White Pearl Buttons in desirable
sizes for dresses. Worth double the

Special Price, 3c Dozen.
Laces.

A mixed lot of Whits Fancy Laces
that are worth from 15c to 30c a yard.
Quite an assortment of patterns. (

Special Price, 12k Yard.
Huek Towels.

Heavy linen, with fringed ends. Such
value as retails regularly at $2 a dozen.

Special Price, 12k Each.
Bedspreads.

White honeycomb, full double bed
size, handsome patterns. Regular price
$1 20 each. .

Special Price, 89c.
Ladies' Shoes.

Forty-five pair of Ladies' Soft Glove
Kid Gypsy-cut Button Shoes, hand
made. A good assortment of sizes.
Value S2 50 a pair.

Special Price. $1 25.
Neckwear
For men, women and children. Silk
Windsor scarfs in light or dark, with
neat stripes, check and polka dots
Worth fully 20c each.

Special Price, 10c.
Razor Strops.

Swing Razor Strops of fine softjleather. What every man who shaves
himself needs. Value 25c.

Special Price, 15c.
Feather Dusters.

Made from assorted turkey feathers
full 16 inches long. WTorth 35c each.

Special Price, 25c.

HALE BROS. & CO., 825 to 835 X St.


