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UNEXPECTED TURN IN
THE CUBAN QUESTION.

Cameron's Joint Resolution, Declaring

Independence of the Island

To be Favorably Reported by Senate

Foreign Affairs Committee.

Interviews With flembers of the

House Indicate That Although the

Senate Hay Adopt the Resolution,

ItCannot Pass the Lower Branch,

at Least Until President-Elect

McKinley Has Been Inaugurated.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18.?The Cuban
Situation took an unexpected turn this

morning when the Senate Committee on

Foreign Relations decided without any

serious opposition to report Senator
Cameron's joint resolution recognizing
the independence of the Republic of

Cuba. This report will be made to the
S' nate Monday, but there is no pros-

pect of decisive action in either house

of Congress before the holidays. Mean-

while the situation in Cuba, as it de-
velops during the holidays, will un-
doubtedly affect the final action of Cun-
gl «-ss on the resolution.

Only two adverse suggestions were

made in the committee on the Cameron

resolution. Both of these counseled de-

lay until after the holidays. These sug-

gestions came, it is understood, from

tv nators Hale and Sherman.
A verbal change was made in the text

of the resolution, so that as linally
agreed to it reads as follows:

"Resolved, That the independence of
the Republic of Cuba be and tin- same
Is hereby acknowledged by the United
States of America.

"Section That the United States
Will use its friendly Offices with the Gov-

ernment of Spain to bring to a close the
war between Spain and Cuba."

Secretary Oiney, who had been re-
quested to appear before the committee
by Senator Sherman, was present for
one hour, and laid before the committee
all of the information in possession of
the State Department. He stated to
the committee very fully ail the move-
ments of the Administration.

No member of the committee is willing

to make any statement as to what Mr.
Oiney said, each one looking upon his

statement as a confidential matter be-
tween the Secretary and the committee,
g Indent is known, however, to show

t: at Mr. Oiney laid bpf *re the commit-
tn the in*ormatl< n i i ' f »w Con-
sul-General Lee and Other sources that
has been steadfa-tly kept from the gen-
eral public.

Mr. 01ney*8 a tit did not appear

to have much weight with the commit-
tee, if it was against the passage of the
resolution, for immediately upon his
Withdrawal the resolution was laid be-
fore the committee for action. There was
not a yea and nay vote, but the resolu-
tion was agreed to without a dissenting

voice. The only point of difference was
as to whether the action of the com-
mittee should be made public to-day or

withheld until Monday. One Senator
thought action of any sort should be

postponed until after the holidays, but
the will of the majority prevailed, and
there was practical unanimity in the
Vote.

Senators Cray and Daniel were both
absent, but it is said that both of them
are favorable to the action taken by

the committee.
Senator Cameron was Instructed to

prepare the report that will be sub-
mitted to the Senate Monday. As a
\u25a0natter of fact, the report was written
atid was submitted to the committee

this morning. It is 1 >oked upon as an
exceedingly strong document, and goes
Into the diplomatic history of the

United States very fully to show our
policy In the matter of recognizing new
Bta£e*k Some few additions and alter-
ations were suggested by other mem-
bers of the committee, but the report
a« drawn by the Senator is practically
complete. ,

The House heard with surprise the
action of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee in r> r,.snizing the independ-
ence of Cuba, and if the opinion of the
members of the Fotelga Affairs Com-
mittee and some of the Democratic and
Republican leaders la the House is t.»
be taken as a crH irfott, the popular
branch of the Qi \ rnmaot « il! not sus-
tain the position : :k'-n by the Senate
committee. Hitt of dtlaois, the Chair-
man of the House Committee, is out of
the city, and is not expected to return
until after Che hobday recess. Severn!
other members of the c >mmittee were
riot in :h< ir seats to-day, and have
presumably left town. of those who
remain?and of this number a United
Associated Presses reporter talked with
live?'the entire quintet strongly >p-
posad any action at this time. The Re-
publicans objected to any step which
WOOld in their Opinion bring about a
\u25a0war with Spain, on the ground that the
M< Kinb y Administration ousrht not to
b« met at the very moment of coming

bH ipower by so serious an interna-
tional problem.

A member of the HottM Foreign Af-
fairs Committee said the time for action
had passed; that the island was bank-
rupt; that American interests in Cuba
an- destroyed; that our eoramarce with
the island has practically disappeared,
and that recognition now would be a
mere sentiment without a practical con-
sideration behind it. "If." said he, "we
want a war with Spain for a Sentiment
WO are at liberty to have It, but \u25a0 t

With my consent."
Another member of the committee

expressed his belief that the United
States had bett r attend to its own
busim ss and not go dancing through

the congress Of nations with a chip on
Its shoulder, spoiling for a fltfht.

A prominent member (a Repnbfican)
of the li OS pointed out that a prem-
ise of better times was made to the
American people if McKinley shoal.', be
elected to the Presidency, Mr. McKin-
ley, he added, had been elected, and

j now it was purposed by the Staate to

take a step which would involve lis in
complications with Spain, and retard
a return to prosperity for several years.
He expressed the belief that all the
Republican leaders, as well as the influ-
ential Democrats, in the House would
set their faces strongly against the
adoption of any Cuban resolution which
might properly be regarded by Spain

as an unfri ndly act.
Members of the Foreign Affairs Com-

mittee expressed their surprise at the
change of the sentiment among their
colleagues. The prediction was freely
made that, notwithstanding the una-
nimity with which the resolution
was reported by the Senate com-
mittee, it was doubful if the Senate
would adopt it, or at least not without
a very considerable delay. Not a single

member of the House out of a score or
more of leaders could be found who be-
lieved that the Senate resolution could
pass the House. The opinion was freely

expressed that the Senate, from being
a conservative branch of the Govern-

jmeat, has changed places with the
House, and that the latter is to-day by
long odds the conservative branch of
Congress.

One of the members of the Foreign

Affairs Committee who did not hesitate
to express his views was Quigg, a New
York Republican. He said: "I do not
think the Senate resolution can pass
the House at this session of Congress
I do not know a member of the House

jCommittee on Foreign Affairs Who [c in
favor of it, nor do I think it possible
to obtain from the House committee a
resolution of any sort at this session.

The disposition of the House commit-
| tee is to leave the matter to the incom-

! ing Administration. Personally, while
jI entertain the liveliest sympathy with

'Cuba, I am opposed to the conduct of
jforeign affairs by Congress."

Pearson of North Carolina, another
;Republican member of the committee,

jhad no criticism or comment to make

jon the action of the Senate committee.
1The Republican party, he said, had
promised the country prosperity, and the
;question presents itself, "Will war or
| rumors of war or apprehension of war
; lead to the promised result?"
i Sha froth, the silver member from
; Colorado, expressed surprise at the ac-
i tion of the Senate Committee. "Before

' the election." he said, "when the candi-
dates had yet to appeal to the people,

; the Cuban revolution was a live sub-
I ject, but now it will be found that the
; business interests of New York must be
protected. You will find that the New

| York press to-morrow will denounce the
! action as threatening the relations be-
! tween Spain and the United States, and
!dangerous to the trade between New
iYork and Cuba. Wall street Will not
permit the passage of the resolution

\u25a0through the Hons-'. It may pass the
Senate, but that will end the matter."

NO LITTLE CONCERN.
NEW FORK, Dec. 18.?A "Herald"

Special from Washington says: The
attitude of the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations in favor of immedi-
ate action on the Cuban question,

Icoupled with the outbursts of sym-
jpathy for and preparations in aid of the
jCubans in various sections of the coun-
! try, La causing no little concern t<> qa*>

jservative public men here, who have
be* n anxious to prevent the bringing

about of a crisis by the action of the
; United States.

It may be stated in advance that Sec-
retary Oiney will oppose the adoption
of the Cameron or any resolution a:
this time.

He will state very plainly that the
passage of the Cameron resolution will
be equivalent to an indirect declaration
of war. and will be so regarded by
Spain. Mr. Oiney is of the opinion, I
am told, that if there is to be war the
provocation should come from Spain

and not from the United States.
It is the honest conviction of the Ad-

\ ministration officials that if Congress

Ishould pass the Cameron or other res-
I olution contemplating the immediate
ir. of the independence of

Cuba, such action would be immediate-
ly follow ed by a 111 llf IMil lof diplo-

| matic relations between the two coun-. tiv s, with probably more serious re-
sults.

! The Administration officials are j
iviewing the demonstrations in various
isection* of the country in favor of the

Ouban insurgents with quite as much
concern as possible action by Congress,
j demonstrations are not only
j spurring Congress on, but are giving

the Administration considerable trou-
jble in its efforts to enforce the neutral-
| ity laws. The enlistments in various

! quarters are regarded as a clear Viola-
; t;on of the law. Minister de Lome is

k ping close track of all these reports,

I and following out his customary prac-
I tice, is furnishing the State Depart
| meat with all the information he re-

ceives concerning them.
LONDON JOURNAL'S COMMENT. ,

LONDON, Dec. I V -Commenting to-j
jmotrow on the action of the Foreign

Committee of the American Senate in
i agreeing to rejK>rt favorably Senator j
1 Cameron's resolution recognizing the i

? independence of Cuba, the " Daily j
jNews" will say it is of the opinion that ,
j the committee's action will not tend to !

any immediate result. It remarks that
j the condition of Cuba is a serious mat- j
| ter, and is naturally irritating to the |
j free neighboring n public. The strength ;

? of the supporters of tire resolution lies !
in the fact that Spain is unable to sub-

| due Cuba, or let the island alone.

STIR IN NAVAL CIRCLES.
Orders Issued to Expedite Repairs on

Warships.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18.?Acting Sec-1

ir. tary McAdoo of the Navy this after- I
| noon summoned the chiefs of construe- j
jtion, . r.ria-ering and ordnance. Com-;
! ires Hichbora, Melville and Samp-

son, and ordered them to take neces-
isnry stejvs to expedite the repairs of all
[?hips now in commission at the Atlan- j

tic coast navy yaids.
} The chiefs Were also directed to ap-

prove no changes or extensive repairs

in ships for the pr. sent, as is was th"
jdesire of the department to get all the
! commissioned vessels away from the
jnavy yards in order that urgent work
jmay he prosecuted on other vessels

Which have been dismantled for thor-
':ough overhauling.

Public Buildings Bill.
! WASHINGTON, i> c 18.?Bills mak-

ing appropriations for public buildings
at the foilwring places vera to-day fa-
vorably acted upon by the House Com-

; mittee on Public Buildings and
I Grounds: Kansas City, Kan., $150.-
--jiMiii; San (MfrgO, CaL, S200.000; Fresno,
ICal., $100,000.

THREE MURDERERS PUT
TO DEATH IN KENTUCKY.

Meet Their Fate at the Hands of an Army
of Determined Citizens.

One, Who Defied the Mob, Killed in
His Cell.

I

The Other Two, Father and Son,!

Taken From the Jail and Hanged

to a Tree, the Hob Refusing to

Listen to the Jailer's Plea for

nercy for the flen.

RUSSELLVILLE (Ky.), Dec. IS.?A, blood-thirsty, armed mob of men from
Logan County, half of whom came!
from Adairville, reached this town after :. midnight this morning, and lynched ;

I three prisoners who were in jail wait-
jing trial on charges of murder and!jconspiracy. Arch Proctor, who mur- j
Idered Aaron and "Doc" Crafton at!
! Adairville on October 4th, was taken
from the jail with his father, "Dink"
Proctor, charged with conspiracy in the
Crafton case, and both men were

\u25a0 hanged to the same tree just outside
'of tiie town. "Rill" Proctor, a half-
brother of "Dink" and classed as be- j

; ing a real desperado, who had terrified j
the Adairville district for a number of!
years, was riddled with bullets in his |
cell, defying the mob to take him out i
jalive, and cursing them with his last!
hn ath.

The man-hunters were pitiless, and j
were well organized. They refused toj
allow Arch Proctor to see his mother, |
who was sleeping in a neighboring ho-
tel. before being deprived of life. The!

I jailer pleaded with the mob not toj
jlynch the men, and then made a special
plea for "Dink" Proctor, who had al- j
ways been a quiet citizen, the Crafton!

jmurder being the first trouble he had
1 a mixed up in. Rut the only an-

' swer of the leaders was "Dead men tell
\no tales."

The Adairville mob came to town
about 100 strong and attacked the jail
at 1:30 o'clock. The duor of the main
iat lance soon gave way before the on-

i slaught of sledge-hammers. The keep-
ier of the jail was forced, on the peril

Of his life, to deliver the keys of the
[Proctor ceils to the mob leaders.

The victims had been apprised of the
jcoming of the lynchers and their inten-
jtions. none of the three being in bed
jat the time their cell doors were opened. 'iThey tared an excited, cursing mob!
iof men.

"Bill" Proctor, who was a powerful

[man, showed his desperate character;
\u25a0? n brought to bay. He swore no!

one should take him from his cell alive.!
and no one cared to engage him in a
t< st of physical strength to get him out
alive. One of the mob gave the signal j
for the murderer to be killed where he

[Stood by shooting him. A charge of!
jbuckshot entered the desperado's body
the n>ext second, and he fell. As he
lay on the floor writhing in pain a
volley of bullets was fired at him.
When he was apparently dead a man
entered the c< 11, and placing a pistol
barrel at Proctor's head pulled the trig-
ger to make sure that the most feared
and murderous man of Logan County
was dead.

Then the mob turned towards the cell
of Dink Proctor and his son Arch. They
w< re taken from their cells without re-
sistance. The jailer's pleas were un-
!l led, and the hands of the victims

Ibound.
By this time there were fully 200 men

,in the mob, and no attempt was made
jto interfere with their lynch-law
; plans. The prisoners were taken to a

three-limbed cedar tree on the Nash-
: vflle road. The empty limb was In-

tended for Bill Proctor, and upon the
other two limbs were strung father
and son without giving either time for
sp eches, confessions or prayers.

I Mrs. Proctor, the wife and mother,
who had come to attend the examining
trial to-day, was sleeping in a hotel un-
conscious of the tragedy which was be-

! ing enacted close at hand, and by order
lof the leaders the procession to the im-
I provised gallows was not allowed to

stop at the hotel to grant the last piti-

iful pi. a of Arch to see and say good-
bye to his mother,
j The bodies, swinging side by side,

were cut down this morning, and big
jcrowds came to th<- jail to see the three

DOdtS laid out there for the Coroner's
jinquest.
j The mob on its way from Adairville
lent all the telegraph wires leading!
! from that place, in order to prevent no-
\ tice of their coming being given.

The law-abiding citizens of Adair-
ville congratulated each other that Bill

: and his nephew had been put away, but
jthe people of the county generally say

thai Dink was not deserving of death,
iThe brothers were acquitted of the. charge of killing Aaron Crofton, and

Arch was held for trial in (5,000 bonds.
The trial was set for to-day on another
murder case. Bill had killed several

[ men, and had been on trial four times
! for his life. He was one of four men
jwho were charged with killing Ed
Traiiber about four years ago.

'FATAL RAILWAY ACCIDENTS, i
I j

One Occurs in Ohio and the Other in
Indiana.

CHIULICOTHB (<>.), Dec. IS.?Aj
Wreck occurred on the Baltimore and
Ohio Southwestern Railway at the east*. m edge of Hamdcn. near here, at 1:30

I this afternoon.
A fast west-bound express was en-

i tering Hamden, going forty-five miles
!an hour. Just as they whistled for
jthe Station tl c pilot struck a cow. She
[was thrown against a switch with such
force as to throw open the switch. The j

[engine took the switch track, ran into!
ja l>an«v and overturned the tender. The
[coaches struck the tender, which lay;
partially across the main track, and]

[jumped to another siding, where they]
? countered a <ar of shelled corn. The
[baggage ear and postal cars also left!
the tra. k.

Michael King, postal clerk, of Cincin-i
nati, was buried in the shelled corn and j

ismothertd to death. O. H, Smith, pos-l

tal clerk, also of Cincinnati, sustained
a fractured rib and was injured inter-

jnally so badly that he may die. Postal
Clerk Shannon of Cincinnati was seri-
ously injured. Conductor Brown was
badly bruised and narrowly escaped
death. None of the passengers \v>-re

injured beyond bruises that are not se-
rious.

FATAL ACCIDENT IN INDIANA.
INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 18?At 8:30

o'clock to-night a wreck occurred at
the crossing of the Wabash and Motion
Railways at Delphi, Ind. A wrecking
train jumped the track and the entire
train went into a ditch. One man. was
instantly killed and several others in-
jured. Among the injured is Trainmas-
ter McCannon of the Monon road.

The names of the killed and injured

are as follows: Cecil Douglas of Ham-
mond, Ind., who was stealing a ride,
was instantly killed; C. W. McCannon,
trainmaster, both legs broken; John
Reed, conductor, injured internally;

Otto Long, brakeman, cut about the
face and head, but not seriously in-
jured.

CHARGES OF_EMBEZZLEMENT.
The Grand Jury Takes Action in the

Case of F. J. Kerkohofer.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18. ? The

Grand Jury has taken action in the
case of Francis J. Kerkohofer, formerly

jDisbursing Clerk of the State Depart-

' ment, who is charged on three counts
! with embezzlement of $17,000 of funds
\u25a0 intrusted to his care while in Govern-
i ment service. The money is alleged to

ihave been taken by Kerkohofer from

! the trust funds of the State Depart-
| ment, over which he had control. It is

part of the $139,000 shortage discov-
ered by an expert accountant in the ac-
counts kept by Kerkohofer.

Mr. Kerkohofer was arrested some
months ago, but was released on $15,-

--' 000 bail. He had previously resigned,
Iby direction of Secretary Oiney,

Just what the action of the Grand
iJury was has not yet developed, but a
1return of their finding is expected in a

| day or two. and it is understood that it
jis perfectly satisfactory to the District
jAttorney. The matter has hung fire
| for over a month.

\ Senator Warren's Condition Serious.
j CHICAGO, Dec. IS.?Senator Francis
:E. Warren of Wyoming underwent an
operation for appendicitis at the Aud-

-1 itorium Annex this afternoon, where he
Ihas been lying ill for several days, and
Ihe is now said to be in a serious con-
jdition. His physician said to-night

jthat he was doing fairly well and be-
lieves that the operation will prove
successful. At midnight the patient's

jcondition was said to be improved.

DOCK LABORERS' STRIKE.
The Matter Taken Up in the German

Senate.
HAMBURG. Dec. 18.?The Senate to-

day, replied to the proposition of the
strikers that a court of arbitration be

;arranged for a conference of lvpre-

! s-entatlves of the employers and work-

! men In the presence of the Senate. The

ireply throws cold water on the hopes

'of the strikers to settle the dispute in
| the manner they desired. The Senate

Ideclares that it is the duty of the

istrikers to resume work, adding that if
Ithey do so they will arrange that a
searching inquiry shall be made into

;the trouble, with a view to preparing

Ia method of settling any disputes by
jnegotiations between the employers and
jemployes.

PRESIDENT-ELECT M'KINLEY.

AGAIN THE CENTRAL FIGURE IN

A FRONT PORCH EPISODE.

Appears Before a Large Body of Col-

Igge Students, But Declines to

Make a Speech.

CHICAGO, Dec. IS.?Major McKinley

was the central figure in a front porch
episode to-night. The familiar scene
was changed from his own front porch

to that of the residence of Charles G.
Dawes, in the classic suburb of Evans-

ton. The President-elect WAS drawn out
into the chillyair by tii- ablned lung

power of half a thousand enthusiastic
students of the Northwestern Univer-
sity.

The distinguished visitor's presence
in their midst was well known to all
Evanstonlans, and the college boys
quickly organized in parade order. They

marched in an orderly, quiet body to
the Dawes house, surrounded it and
lustily cheered for the next President of
their country. Mr. McKinley, accom-
panied by Mr. Dawes, satisfied their
clamor by appearing in his campaign

role, but this time he declined to make a
speech. He merely bowed his apprecia-

tion of the compliment, and returned to
his cosy quarters.

Major McKinh y had an excellent
night's rest, and said this morning that
he already felt some benefit from the
rest and change. He and Mrs. McKin-
ley went for an early drive in the brac-
ing air. The rest of the day was spent

in-doors at the MeWilliams residence,
until it was time to drive to the North-
western depot to take the 3 o'clock reg-
ular train for Evanston. The Major
was accompanied by Mr. Dawes and
Captain H. O. Helstand. U. S. A., who
was also a guest at Mr. Dawes' home
to-night. They arrived at 3:30, and
soon after the three men, accompanied
by Mrs. Dawes, went for a drive through

the town.
This evening In an informal sociable

manner numerous neighbors and
friends of the Dawes family called to
pay their respects to their chief guest,
and help to make the evening pass
pleasantly.

General William R. Day of Canton will
arrive in Evanston to-morrow morn-
ing and have a conference with Major
McKinley at Mr. Dawes' house.

Mrs. McKinley is In better health than
she has been for two months, and it is
likely that she will go to New York
City early in the year to do some shop-
ping. Major McKinley will accompany
her, and if they go it is suggested that
they spend a fortnight at Atlantic
City.

The Major nour talks of returning to
Canton Monday night. His chief po-
litical caller to-day was Governor Up-
ham of Wisconsin, who urged the ap-
pointment of Henry C, Payne to the
Cabinet,

CONGRESS OF AMERICAN
FEDERATION OF LABOR.

A Resolution Curtailing Powers of U. S.
and State Supreme Courts.

Defeated by a Voto of Forty-Two to

Twenty-One.

The Congress Reaffirms the Stand

Taken in Past Conventions of
the Federation Favoring the Un-

limited Coinage of Silver at the

Ratio of Sixteen to One, Without

the Consent or Approval of Any

Other Nation.

CINCINNATI, Dec. 18.?At the open-
ing of this morning's session of the
convention of the American Federation
of Labor the resolution introduced
Wednesday by Delegate Ashe of Bos-
ton came up under special order. The
resolution demands such amendments
to the Constitution of the United States
as shall deprive the Supreme Court of
the United States and the Supreme

Courts of the several States of the
power of reviewing and setting aside
laws duly enacted by the representa-
tives of the people. The resolution
elicited much discussion. The vote re-
sulted in the defeat oi the resolution by
a vote of 44 to 21.

Delegate "Weisemann offered a reso-
lution that the former action of the
federation favoring the free coinage of
silver at 10 to 1 be reconsidered by the
Resolutions Committee, through which
it was presented to the convention; re-
commending that as the subject was
one on which workingmen had become
divided, the best interests of the fed-
eration would be best served by refus-
ing to give it any consideration.

Delegate Yarnell ottered a substitute
reatlirniing the former action of the
federation on the silver question.

Delegate John R. Lennon of the
Journeymen Tailors offered as a sub-

stitute to the resolutions presented by
Delegate Yarnell a resolution reaffirm-
ing the stand taken by the American
Federation of Labor at its three past
conventions, favoring the free and un-
limited coinage of silver at the ratio of
10 to 1 by the Uniteu States, without
the consent or approval of any other
nation, and disavowing any intention

that tliis action should be construed as
idorsing any political party.

The Lennon substitute was carried
by a vote of 35 against 30.

The convention then adjourned until
2:30 p. m.

At the afternoon session the special

order for the annual election was de-
ferred to hear the report of the Com-
mittee on the President's Report. It in-
dorsed all the recommendations of
President Gompers in every instance,
and was indorsed by a unanimous vote
of the convention.

The following officers were then
elected, in every case the Secretary be-
ing instructed to cast the unanimous
vote of the convention for the nomi-
nee:

President, Samuel Gompers of New
York; First Vice-President, P. J. Mc-
Guire of Philadelphia; Second Vice-
President, James Duncan of Balti-
more; Third Vice-President, James

O'Connell" of Chicago; Fourth Vice-
President, M. M. Garland of Pittsburg;

Secretary, Frank Morrison of Bloom-
ingtoii. 111.; Treasurer, John D. Lennon
of New York.

The only change in the list of officers
from those chosen at the last conven-
tion was in the Secretaryship.

In response to an enthusiastic call
from the delegates President (-tempers

made a short speech to the convention,
thanking it for its testimonial of con-
fidence, and saying that in view of re-
cent events his practically unanimous

re-election was one of the greatest, if
not the greatest, saisfactkm of his life.

Mr. McGuire, the First Vice-Presi-
dent, declined to be a candidate, stating

that after ten years of service, in which
time he had seen the organization de-
velop to a point where he knew it was
out of all danger, and in view of the
fact that his own organization demand-
ed all the time he had to give it, he
must withdraw for younger men, who
could probably serve the federation bet-
ter than he could. The delegates re-
fused to accept his declination and
unanimously re-elected him, and when
they called on him for a speech he
simply rose to his feet and said: "Iam
not satisfied."

Martin Fox and George E. McNeil
were elected fraternal delegates to the

British Trades Union Congress, which
is to assemble at Birmingham, Eng-
land, on the first Monday in September,
1897, and John B. Lennon and Horace
M. Eaton were chosen alternates.

The selection of a place for holding

the next annual convention being in
order, Nashivlle, Kansas City, Salt

Lake City and St. Louis were named.
On roll call the vote resulted in the
choice of Nashville.

The Committee on the Eight-Hour

Movement handed in its report, which

instructed the Executive Council to do
everything in its power to attain the
end aimed at; that the entire constitu-
ency of the American Federation of
Labor strive for the accomplishment of
a universal eight-liour work day, and
that aid would be furnished in sustain-
ing the contest in this respect now on
in the State of Utah. The report was
ordered printed, and will come up for
action later.

The special committee Indorsement
of the boycott against the Kansas City

Armour Packing Company, including

the Armour Company in Chicago, as
it was satisfied the two concerns were
under the one head and working to-
gether in the fight against organized
labor, was presented. All of the com-
mittee recommendations will come be-
fore the convention at a future time.

It was moved that when the conven-
tion adjourn it be to reconvene at 7:30
o'clock. Delegate Phillips protested,
and his protest met with such an
uanimous outburst of approval that the
motion was withdrawn.

The convention adjourned until 9
a. m. to-morrow.

POVERTY CAUSED THE ACT.
A Telegraph Operator Commits Sui-

cide by Taking Morphine.
NEW ORLEANS. Dec. 18. ? S. E.

Josselyn, a telegraph operator, com-
mitted suicide last night by taking a
dose of morphine. He left behind a
note in which he said that poverty
caused his act. He was a train dis-
patcher at Ogden, Utah, recently,
where his wife and child are now. He
has been working for the Western
Union here for the past three weeks.
He drew his money on the loth, ami it
is said lost it all gambling. Having
nothing to send his wife for Christmas',
it is thought he became disgusted (Pith
life and quit.

Great Damage Done by the Storm.
CHATHAM (Mass.). Dec. IS.?The

gale of Wednesday was the moot dis-
astrous in its results for twenty years.
Nearly all of a fleet of 150 BShil g
boats were driven on shore or sunk at
their moorings. Trees and fences watt
leveled and Chatham Reach was given
a terrible washing, which greatly hand-
icapped the life-saving patrol. Wires
are down in all sections and trains are
a day behind time.

Fire at Cleveland.
CLEVELAND (O.). Dec. 19.?The pri-

vate morgue and undertaking establish-
ment of W. c. Heffron, corner of Ver-
mont and Hanover streets, was entire-
ly destroyed by fire at 12:30 this morn-
ing. The building contained a funeral
car, two ambulances, four horses and a
iarge number of funeral eases and gen-
eral undertaking supplies. All were
destroyed. The loss cannot be stated.

William Jennings Bryan.
LINCOLN (Neb.), Dec. IS. ? W. .7.

Bryan expects to leave Lincoln so as t<»
be in Atlanta, da., Tuesday night or
Wednesday morning. His stay there
will be short, and he intends to return
almost immediately to Lincoln. Mr.
Bryan had not fully determined this
evening the route he would take on his
Southern visit. He will probably leave
some time Sunday.

Carnegie Buying nines.
NEW YORK, Dec. IS.?lt was report-

ed in financial circles to-day that the
purchase of the Mountain and Rath-
bun iron mines in the Messaba Range,
Minnesota, by the Carnegie Steel Com-
pany from John D. Rockefeller has
taken place. The amount involved is
unknown.

Ex-Congressman Horr Dead.
PLAINFIBLD (N. J), Dec. IS.?Ex-

Congressman Roswel! (I. Horr died to-
nigtot at 11 o'clock after an illness of
two weeks with bronchitis and Bright's
disease. He was first stricken after
finishing his speech-making in the late
Presidential campaign.

To Prevent Collisions ct Sea.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18.?Minister

Denby, at Pekin, cables the State De-
partment that China has accepted the
amendments to the international regu-
lations for the prevention of collisions
at sea.

LIABILITY OF STOCKHOLDERS.

IMPORTANT DECISION BY THE
SUPREME COURT.

Many Similar Suits Likely to be

Thrown Out of Court in Conse-

quence of the Ruling.

PAX FRANCISCO, Dec. 18.?The Su-
preme Court rendered an important de-
cision to-day relative to actions against

stockholders for the recovery of a pro-
portionate share of the debts of a cor-
poration. The case decided was that
of the J. I. Case Flow Works, appellant,
against Charles Montgomery and others,
defendants.

Some time ago the Case Plow Works
sold a lot of goods to a corporation of
which Montgomery was a stockholder.
Subsequently payment of the bill, which
amounted to thousands of dollars, was
demanded. In lieu of this Montgomery
and his associates issued a note for the
full amount of the indebtedness to the
Case Plow Works. This note was not
liquidated, whereupon the Plow Works
instituted an action for the recovery of
the amount. The court held that the
complaint of the plaintiffs was defective
in that it did not show that at the time
the note was executed and the debt in-
curred the defendants were stockholders
of the concern sued. Judgment was en-
tered for Montgomery, whereupon the
Plow Works appealed.

Justice Temple in ids decision stated
that the only question considered by

him was whether there was sufficient
allegation that the indebtedness was in-
curred while the defendants were stock-
holders. "This is discussed," he said,
"in Winona Wagon Road Company vs.
Dull. 108 Cat, 1, in which case the
question was decided. Itwas there held
that the complaint must show that the
indebtedness was incurred while the de-
fendant was a stockholder and that the
mere allegation that on a certain day

While the defendant was a stockholder
the corporation made its promissory

note does not snow that fact. It is a
question merely of pleading and evi-
dence, and a rule having once been de-
clared should be adhered to.

"Of course, the indebtedness might be
incurred at the time of giving a note, or
even by giving the note, but if so, such
fact must appear. The trouble in the
case cited was that the complaint did
not show that the indebtedness was then
for the first time incurred, nor when it
was incurred. It. therefore, failed to
show that it was incurred while de-
fendant was a stockholder. I think if
the allegation had been that on a cer-
tain day the corporation became in-
debted to plaintiff and On that day

executed its note it would have been
sufficient. The order is affirmed."

The effect of the decision will be to
practically throw dozens of similar ac-
tions .involving hundreds of thousands
of dollars, out ofcourt. The complaints

in these suits lack the same sufficiency

of details as the one just decided, and.
therefore, new actions will have to be
brought if success is hoped for. The
decision is concurred in by Justices Mc-
Farland, Henshaw, Harrison and Van
Fleet..


