
SCHEME OF THE HIGHWAY
BUREAU.

A road builder of Petaluma complains
to the "Argus" of that city that tho
Bureau of Highways is a failure be-
cause nothing has been accomplished
In hin :? < :Jon in the way of road build-
ing. He concedes that it has made good
suggcs liuns and colleoted statistics, but

does n-ot understand that these will be

of any practical value to the State.

It is simple Justice to the law under
which that board of inquiry was erect-
ed to point out that a good many people
have supposed that the Bureau of High-

ways was created to construct roads,

and because improved roads are not

built therefore the bureau is a failure.

Such complaints we have frequently
noticed in the State press. Itis a posi-
tive wrong to permit any department

of aid to State Government to suffer

under false impressions.

The Bureau of Highways, it Is found
by the words creating it, was consti-
tuted to malce a searching inquiry into
road conditions in the State and to as-
certain what road systems have cost

each county thus far: what have been
the results of these expenditures; what
has been the reason for such poor re-
turns, and to point out as the result
of such inquiry what ought to be done

to conserve economy and insure better
results from road exj>enditures.

The bureau by the law was required
to hold in the several counties of the

State one public meeting in each year
or 114 in all; to discuss road matters
with the people and disseminate such
information among them as would
tend to augment the spirit of
good road building, and favorable
consideration by the people of more
economic plans of building permanent
highways and of maintaining them.
The bureau was also to inquire into
the location and availability of road
material, to point out defects in Cali-
fornia road construction, bridge erec-
tion, drainage and care of roads, and
a number of other similar matters, and
to make personal inspection of physi-

cal conditions, and submit its recom-
mendations to the Legislature, and
likewise to aid in establishment of the
State rock-crusher and the introduction
of tho road metal it produces, etc. The
report of the bureau is just out, and
It appears that all these things have
been accomplished, and every statistical
faot Laid bare as to every county in

the State relating to road economics.
The report shows that the meetings

have been held, the physical examina-

tions made, and the recommendations
have been submitted. The bureau has,
then, accomplished all it was created
to do, and will cover txaok into the
treasury a respectable sum unused of

the money appropriated for its work.
It will be observed, therefore, that

when people complain that no roads
have been built by it that it had no
power to do so, and no means with
which to do it; that the good-road ag-

itation has been greatly promoted by

it. and that it has tn.cn the means of
ascertaining just what every one want-
ed to know, and of giving tho State the
information necessary for intelligent

action. This was what was contem-
plated, as we understand it. The re-
port shows that what has been accom-
plished, however, has only opened the
way for a great deal more valuable
work that such a board should do,

and which now lies open to U.
The "Record-Union" advocated the

law creating the bureau, and lias th : -
fore watched the working of the stat-
ute with jealousy and especial critic;.!
severity, and it is satisfied that the
requirements of the Law have been met,

and a great good work accomplished

at a reasonable figure.

No groat State ftyeteui of doing any-
thing was ever yet established, except

either through preliminary inquiry of

an exhaustive character, or as th© re-

sult of long experience. This has been
true of our financial, our judicial, edu-
cational, our penal and our hospital

systems. They were not created at one

bound in the form we now have them:
they have all been matters of growth,

development, and most, if not all of
them have been aided to their present

status by boards of Inquiry, revision,

visitation to other States and countries,

of commissions of codiflcation, conven-
tions of the people, under official In-
quiry, research, study, etc It will be

precisely the same with the evolution
of road betterments in California., just

as it has been true in all progressive

States.

Speaking of the funding bill, which
was so clearly and in detail explained

Jn these columns a few days ago, the
Los Angeles "Express" concludes:

The best method of procedure to ob-
tain or secure the indebtedness is pure-
ly a business question. Foreclosure
would undoubtedly involve a large loss
to the Government. Extension with
ample additional security to all that al-
ready held would insure the final pay-
ment in full of the debt. The interests
of the Government lie in the direction
of obtaining from the debtor companies
the full amount of the money due, and
as is frequently the case with other
debtors, the probabilities lie rather in
the direction of extension than of im-
mediate foreclosure.

This is the common sense and busi-
ness view of the matter and its sound-
ness there is no gainsaying. The "Ex-
press" then proceeds to consider the
claim that the sale of the roads or their
taking by the Government would tend
to improve industrial conditions in Cali-
fornia by reducing transcontinental
freight rates and shows that there is no
warrant for that assumption, or for the
claim that it would be possible to do
as the radical and impractical railroad
enemies insist shall be done. The "Ex-
press" suggests that change of owner-
ship will not likely change methods,

and that roads must adjust their rates
with each other so as to afford fair liv-
ing to eaoh.

Our contemporary adds some other
considerations, namely:

California productions come into
strong competition at the East with
Eastern productions. Verycheap freight
rates bring our fruit and vegetables into
the Eastern markets right under the
noses of the farmers and producers
there. There is no very great desire in
the East to assist California in further
cheapening the rival products of Cali-
fornia. There are many people on this
coast who think it would be greatly to
the interest of California to weaken the
transcontinental lines. The most cor-
rect Idea is that our Interests would be
best secured if all the transcontinental
lines were strong enough to carry out
tbelr plans without embarrassment.
They are more likely to be able to give
good service and at reasonable rates.

The theory is held by a good many
people, not only in California but in
other parts of th« country, that the
present would afford an excellent op-
portunity for the Government to buy
in the Union and Central Pacific Rail-
roads and run them on Government ac-
count, as a great trunk line. Such a
plan would hardly be practicable, how-
ever, unless the Government conducted
all the transcontinental roads; because
in order to make freight rates low
enough to be of special value to the Cal-
ifornia producers they would have to be
put so low that they would seriously In-
jure the business and property of all
other transcontinental llnee. Partial
Government ownership could not pos-
sribiy work well. It would have to be
exclusive, like It now has the handling
of the mails, to avoid making it operate
as a great injury to individuals and in-
terests now engaged in the railroad
business, other than those known as the
Pacific roads.

Stripped of all but purely business
considerations, the extension of time on
some plan, such as that embodied in the
funding bill or some other, as against
loss by foreclosure or the uncertainties
and dangers of Government ownership,
seeme to be the most reasonable plan.

The Commission for Revision of the
Laws has recommended that in an elec-
tion on completion of the count, the
Election Board shall post at the en-
trance of the polling place a complete

statement of the result of the count, and
such statement shall remain posted ten
days. That is a good Idea. It was first
suggested In these columns at the close
of the last election, we believe, and It
met with general approval. It seems to
be the only possible scheme to defeat the
unaccountable stupidity and mulelsh-
ness of some officers of election, who
not infrequently go so far in their de-
sire or ignorance as to conceal from the
public the result of the polling by seal-
ing up the duplicate tally sheets along

with the originals and sending the lot
in to the County Clerk, who cannot
under the law, and properly, open them.

A MAN IN THE CASE.

Lively Scrap Between a Couple of
Jealous Women.

About 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon
two women, whose names were not
learned, met on X stret near Fifth. One
carried an umbrella, and the other had
a number of small parcels in hie hands.

Wh.-n they met the one carrying: the
umbrella raised that article over-
head and brought it down with a
r mounding whack upon the headgear
of the other. The latter's hat was
knocked down over her eyes, in ap-
proved style, but she was game?\ ?I ;>

Ea an instant the parcels she had car-
ried Uttered tho sidewalk, and she w -nt
at her assailant. She swung her right
square on her assailant's eye, and fol-
lowed It with a left hook on the jaw,
which knocked the hair of the woman
with the umbrella out of plumb.

Down came the umbrella n?.i!n, and
out shot right and left in quick succes-
sion, and when the contestants were at
length Indttced to break away the scrap
was declared a draw. There were no
arrests.

The trouble was all about a man. He
was once sweet on one of the worn,
but married the other. Both were jeal-
ous, and both were full of light.

Another Drop in Price

On our sweet, mild, sugar-cured hams,
Eurekas and Columblas. Mohr &
Yoerk Tacking Co. ?

New process oil heaters, best in the
market, only $5, at the C. C. C. *

Christmas turkeys, greese, chickens,
ducks. Capitol Aye. Market, Bth & M. *

MR MAUDE EXPLAINS.
No Conflict Between the Highway

Board and Prison Officials.
The story in yesterday's "Record-

Union" in relation to the rock-crushing
plant at Folsom has created considera-
ble comment.

Commissioner Maude of the Bureau
of Highways, wiien asked by a "Rec-
ord-Union" reporter yesterday for infor-
mation in regard to the relations exist-
ing between the Board of Prison Direct-
ors and Bureau of Highways, stated
that, as a matter of fact, nothing but
the most cordial feeling had ever ex-
isted between the two boards.

Regarding the charge for switching,
referred in the McKinnon petition, Mr.
Maude again stated that the Bureau of
Highways had no jurisdiction over or
connection with the prison railroad, and
such being the fact, they were in no
way responsible for the charge of
switching. They recognized the fact,
however, that the prison should be re-
imbursed for the expense of hauling
rock from the prison to Folsom. The
matter of charges other than those for
switching referred to in yesterday's
"Record-Union" Involves a question
upon which there is a friendly differ-
ence of opinion between the two boards.

"Speaking for myself," said Mr.
Maude, "I am much annoyed that the
article was written in such a manner
as to convey the impression that all
the statements contained therein had
emanated from myself or confreres.
Such is not the case.

"All of the Prison Directors are my
personal friends. As for Captain Aull,
he has shown me such personal cour-
tesy as would tend to make him even a
closer friend.

"The whole matter involves simply
questions as to the propriety of the
charge for switching and the determi-
nation of the particular fund out of
which certain other charges are to be
paid. This does not make a difference
of one cent in taxation. The plant has
proved a success and that has been the
main desideratum."

GLUECK-SCHELD CASE.

It is Now on Trial in the Superior
Court.

After many continuances the case of
Johanna Glueck against Adolph P.
Scheld for $25,000 damages?claimed
because of the death of her husband,
which resulted from his having been
struck by a glancing bullet shot from
Scheld's pistol while target shooting-
came up for trial yesterday in Depart-
ment One of the Superior Court before
a jury. Judge Prewett of Placer oc-
cupies the bench.

On the 3d of March of last year Scheld
and a friend went out to a place in
the county road, near the County Hos-
pital, to practice pistol shooting at a
target. The spot selected was close by
a roadside inn kept by Fred. C. Glueck,
where he and his family resided.

Glueck went out to witness the shoot-
ing, and while standing at a supposedly
sale distance a bullet from Scheld's
pistol, which was prematurely dis-
charged, struck the ground and
glanced, hitting Glueck and inflicting a
wound that caused his death.

Scheld, it is said, subsequently of-
fered Mrs. Glueck a certain sum of
money for the support of herself and
children, but it was not accepted, and
Mis. Glueck brought suit for $25,000
damages. She was in court yesterday
with her four children. Her attorneys
are Isaac Joseph, F. C. Castlehun and
T. J. Crowley, and General A. L,. Hart

and Albert M. Joh-ison are counsel for
ScheW.

Most of the day was consumed in se- ]
curing a jury, and the examination of
the first witness, Dr. G. A. White, was
not concluded when court adjourned
for the day. The case will be resumed
this morning.

Bargain in Roots and Shoes.
A. Casselli will offer over 3.000 pair

high grade men's boots and shoes at a
very low figure to make room for his
home manufacture. These are all re-
liable goods. 527 X street. *

Read, write, sew, look at a distance
with the same lenses. No crack to de-
tract from the vision. All one lens.
They are beneficial according to the
best authority in the world. Are fitted
by F. De Wolfe Hennah. Masonic Tem-
ple. Office hours 9 to 12, 1 to 5; Sun-
days, 9:30 to 10:45. *

We have it. What? Second-hand
furniture at Sherburn's, 323 K. *
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Weather Forecast.
Northern California?Rain Wednesday;

high southeast wind, and dangerous gales
on the northern coast.

Ca«torla destroys worms, allays feverish-1
Bess, cures diarrhoea and \u25a0wind colic, rr'.ievca
teething troubles, and cures constipation.

Castoria contains no paregoric, Uioipuine,

or opium in any form.

'* For several years I have recommended
Castoria, and shall aWay a continue to do
so aa it has invariably produced beuencial
fwuUa,"

Bdwin F. Pa-kdee, M.D.,
125th Street and 7th Avenue,

New York City,

Comes j
\ At ith a better understanding of the
VV transient natttre of the many phys-
ical ills, which vanish before proper ef-
forts?gentle efforts?pleasant efforts ?

rightly directed. There is comfort in
the knowledge, that so many forms of
sickness are not due to any actual dis-
ease, but simply to a constipated condi-
tion of the S3'stem, which the pleasant
family laxative, Syrup of Figs, prompt-
lyremoves. That is why it is the only
remedy with millions of families, and is
everywhere esteemed so highly hy all
who value good health. Its beneficial
effects are due to the facfe. that it is tiie
one remedy which promotes internal
cleanliness without debilitating the
organs on which it acts. Itis therefore
all important, in order to get its bene-
ficial effects, to note when you pur-
chase, that you have the genuine arti-
cle, which is'manufactured by the Cali-
fornia Fig Sj'rup Co. only and sold by
all reputable druggists.

If in the enjoyment of good health,
ar.d the system is regular, laxatives or
other remedies are then not needed. If
afflicted with any actual disease, one
may be commended to the most skillful
physicians, but if in need of a laxative,
one should have the best, and with the
well-informed everywhere, Syrup of
Figs stand s highest and is most largely
Used and g *es most general satisfaction.

THE OAKLAND 1
610 J STREET

WE .SELL
Unsurpassed Fr eneb Candy.
Imported French Olace Fruits.
Allkinds of Xmas Novelties, all ;

sizes and all prices.
Candy Plum Puddings from 10 i

cents up.
Candy Canes and Baskets.

NO BETTER DRINK
For Cold Weather than

Ruhstailers
Brown Stout
Porter.

Equal to the finest imported arti-
cle. On draught everywhere. Made
in Sacramento.

HOLIDAY BEER.
CALL FOB

BAUER'S CULMBACHER and BROWN STOUT
Healthful tonics, stimulating and invigor-

ating.
BREWERY. NINTH AND I*.

THE WEEKLY UNION?THE BEST
weekly on the coast.

BUTTER!
WE HAYE

Pickled in Squares at 35c.
Fresh in Rolls or Squares at 40c.

KILGORE A TRACY,
Cash Grocers,

N. E. CORNEK EIGHTH AND J STREETS

Stores Open To-morrouu Evening Later Than Usual. Closed on Nem Year's Day.

!Free I
To Children.
To=morrow

And to-morrow night
we shall p-ive to every
child who enters the
store accompanied by
mother, father or other
adult a neat box of j
nice mixed candy. j

THESE CAPE AND JACKET BARGAINS i1
Aw surprising and delighting all comers, and well I
they may. Neither gold nor silver dollars ever before

commanded such styles and values in well-made, de=

pendable garments. The fact that causes most com=

ment is that the handsomest, richest, best trimmed

garments have suffered most in price. Of course
you've seen reductions in this line before, but none so

radical as these.

Cloak Department Reductions.
Ladies' Navy and Tan Cloth From $8 50

Jackets, nicely braid trimmed, half to
silk lined and have high storm col- d» ?} fa
lars. Reduced V»> OU.

Ladies' Handsome Storm Serge From $7 00
Jackets in navy blue, with inlaid to
velvet collar. They're half silk d»3 fa
lined. Reduced «PO OU.

Misses' Pretty Tan Mixed Jack- From $4 50
ets, with high storm collar, three to
buttons and neatly braided edge. frj fa
Reduced «W.

Children's Handsome Brown and jFrom $6 00
Blue and Black and Green Bouclc I to
Jackets; one of this season's finest I d»l Ar
novelties. Reduced ' V"

Children's Brown Mixed Jackets, From $7 00
with Watteau back, the collar to
edged with narrow braid; very d»5 AF
jaunty garments. Reduced 'Ladies' brown and Navy Bouclc JFrom $8 50
Capes, nicely lined with silesia silk;
have high storm collar and are| to

trimmed with thibet fur. They've j <J»i QFa good full sweep. Reduced... I /O.

25 per Cent. Oil on Children's Fur Sets. r

Only Two
More
Discount
Days.

They will be busy
days ? Thursday and
Saturday?and if you
have any wants that
can be met at a dis-
count of 25 or 33}iper
cent., who will be at
fault if you fail to
come and pocket the
savings?

I=4 OFF
From former prices of
all HolidayGoods, such
as

Dolls, Toys,
Fancy Cases,
Holiday Slippers,
Purses, Albums,
Garner, Books,
Smoking Jackets,
Ostrich Collarettes,
Ostrich Boas,
Vases, Bisque Ware.

I=3 OFF
From former prices of

Ladies' Fascinators,
Ladies' Handkerch'fs
Ladies' Neckwear.

For
Children
Saturday.

On Saturday and Sat-
urday evening we
shall present to every
child accompanied by
father, mother or
other adult a neat box
of nice mixed candy.

Fine Tan and Black Cloth From $8 00
Zapes, handsomely braided; have to
:ull sweep and are well lined. Re- Q a ar
Juced.... H 95.

Ladies' Fine Mode and Black From $20
ackets, three-quarter silk lined to
md elegantly braided. J> Re- #f1 AC
Juced <bIL yd.

Misses' Elegant Tan and Navy From $7 00
pioth Jackets with velvet collar, to
:ancy button trimmed and half <j»i at
ined. Reduced «P * sO»

Children's Tan Mixed Cloth From $4 00
ackets, with stylish deep-cut col- to
ar, prettily button trimmed. Re- FA
luced «P£ J>U.

Children's Mixed Red and Black, From $4 50
ilso Mixed Tan and Black Cloth to
ackets with deep collar and neat OC
jraid trimming. Reduced OO*

Children's Stylish and Durable From $3 00

ackets in navy blue and mixed *°
roods. Reduced $1 50.

% per Cent Off on Ostrich Collarettes and Boas.

Hale Bros. & Co., 825 to 835 X Street.

f' Infa nt '"Caatorla is sowetl adapted tochHdrea
that I recommend it as superior to any pra>.
scription known to me."

H. A. AsCHit, M. D.,
11l 60. Oxford Stx., Brooklyn, N. T.

" The use of Castoria Is to universal and
its merits so well known that it aeems a
work of supererogation to endorse it. Few
are the iatcQigent families who do not keep

witiiiueasy reacli."
CAJiLOa Marttk, D. D.,

New York City.

Children Cryfor Pitcher's Castoria.

?? | OFFICK, SECOND AND M.

Yards. Second and M and Front and Q, Sacra«tata

CREAMERY HEADQUARTERS.VtUiOiUiiltl uuaw^au iuisu.
Bulct iy Hlghem Quality Maintained a. «>.,,,

WOOD, CURTIS <5t CO.,
WHOLESALE DBALKKB IN

Oallltoßla, ONfoa aad Nevada Produoia. Butter, Kgga. rotatoea, j »ant. Vegetable*, Fran*,
etc. AmmM waiita Paula b«adie»» Umoni-

PITHMITITDEJ Large stock of Parlor, Chamber and Pin-
HlllxlNlI IJlai ing-Room Furniture of evtry description.

\u25a0 1 1 * \u25a0 Lates t designs in Carpets.
AND CARPETS. JAMES G. DAVIS, 4U-413 X St.

UNDERTAKERS

GEoTh. CLARK
iSnocaa-or lo J. Frank Clark),

Connfy Coroner, IMertakei aod Funeral i)irectcr
UNDERTAKING PARLORS, 1017 AND

101'J fourth street, between J and X
streets. Telephone 134.

MILLER & McMULLEN,
Undertaking IPttrlors.

SO5-907 1 street, oil Fellows' Tenuis.
KMBAX.MING a specialty. Teleplior.a

188. A. D. FEN TUN", Funeral Director.
W. J. KAVANAUQH,

Undertaker and Funeral Director.
No. Oil J STREET. EMBALMING \

specialty. Ottos open day and nigut. Tel.
ephone. No. t>43 red.

STRONG AGAIN!
Kew Life, New Strength, New Vigor.

THE ANAPHRODISIC.
From niOW. Vli. BIOORD of Paris is the onlr
reniflx- for restoring streigth under cuaraatee-
atid will bring t>auk your lost powers una stop, for
e\er th* o'augtrous drains on your mtSSB. They

act qnickl*.create a healthy <ilKOSti"ii. pure, rich
blood, firm muscle*, rugged Strength, sieady nerves
Bnd clear brain. Imported direct from Part*.
Price per b<.x, directions Inclosed, f- 50. For sale
by all respect at-.* druitgl'ts. Mali orders from any
person shall reelve prompt atteution. I>r. V.
4'onciorT, Agent »?»«! Jlu?'iMf«, «- for V.H. A.,
Hii> «|utnoy niillillng, ?? Kir*.
Hearr & Co., sole distributor for Sacramento aaa
vicinity -SEND THE WEEKLY UNION TO lOUHI

friends in the East.


