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Weather Forecast.
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bly rain on northern coast Thursday and
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mento Valley; southeasterly winds.

AN IMPRACTICABLE SCHEME.

“Mr. D. A. Dague of the Santa Paula
“Chronicle,” is the author of a bill to
be introduced in the Legislature, in-
tended to correct the tramp nuisance.
The intention is highly creditable and
the aim is in a right diredtion, but
practically the proposed law would not
work. It would not only be unconstitu-
tional because conferring judicial pow-
ers where they cannot be lodged, but
it would involve a scheme more costly
and damaging than any county could
possibly afford. As the measure has
received the approval of a number of
prominent citizens and joufnals and
will possibly be pushed, it must bave
critical attenition. .

Briefly stated the feaitures of the bill
are:

1. Supervisors are to appoint a Road-
master in every district at $3 a day
to superintend the work of vagrants
upon public roads.

2. Whoever shows to the Supervisors
that he is homeless and destitute shall
be employed om the county farm or
county roads, be given three meals a
day and a lodging, and be paid 35 cents
@ day for nine hours’ work, out of the
district road fund.

3. The person so employed may
*“quit” on three days’ notice.

4. The penalty for vagramcy shall
hereafter be three months at hard labor
on the roads or county farm, or both.

5. Justices of the Peace are to commit
convicted vagrants to the custody of
the Roadmaster to execute sentence.
The vegrant is to be boarded and
lodged at county expense amd paid 10
cents a day at the expiration of his
term. The vagrant may be discharged
earlier on a showing made to the Super-
visors that he is able to support him-
self, has come to property or has se-
cured employment.

6. Roadmasters are invested for the
purpose of the Act with the powers of
police officers.

7. If a vagrant is able bodied and re-

fuses to work, he is to be put into the |
custody of the Sheriff by the Road- |

master, who is to give him but one meal
in every twenty-fours and keep him in

the County Jail ninety days, or until |
he agrees to work under the Roadmas-
ter, and such other punishment may be

applied as is lawful now, or to be made
B0,
money he may have earned.

8. Supervisors are to provide barracks
and lodging places in each road district
for use of the “honorable unemployed™
and convicted vagrants; I\TO\'U"P trans-

portation and otherwise do as is neces- |

gary to carry out the proposed new law.
They may transfer the workers from
one road district to another, or to or
from the county farm.

The above is a perfectly fair and very
full synopsis of the bill. It really ought
to need no other statement of it to dis-
close its impracticability.

It assumes that roads are to be made
that are worth the name, under such a
faulty system. It assumes whait all
modern road builders know to be im-
possible, that good roads can be con-
structed by fugitive labor and accord-
ing to the ideas of local roadmasters
and Supervisor direction, regardless of
uriform system, application of road
machinery and the use of approved
means, requiring in a certain degree
highly skilled labor.

It assumes that tools, materials and
eppliances are at hand at all times, in
all seasons, in all road districts, for
economic road work. It classes and
works together the homorable poor and
the willful degraded vagrant. It in-
volves as many semi-convict camps as
there are road districts in the eounty,
at heavy cost for maintemance of
guards, transportation, etc. It makes
the penaity for the female vagrant hard

.

and he is to be docked whatever |
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labor on the roads where there is no
county farm.

it provides unusual punishment at
the discretion of a ministenial officer
for prisoners convicted of offenses be-
10w the grade of felony. It gives power
to a legislative board to cut short sen-
tences imposed by the counts.

But the main objection, if for argu-
ment’s sake it is conceded that the other
objections may be disposed of easily, is
that 1t is simply impossible to make
good roads, or do good work on road
construction or maintenance by any
such system of enforced labor, or the
employment of such fugitive and chang-
ing forces, or under any such direction.
This idea of roadmaster and poor labor
‘“work on foads” has been the bane of
good road construction for half a cen-
tury or more. It is the costliest possible
kind of labor; it is the least firuitful kind
of labor, and it never has and never will
be resultant of effective and economic
road work.

No one with half an idea of getting
good results would think of building a
house on such a plan; no one would
dream of accomplishing any finished,
permanent and desirable construction
for his occupancy, use and comfort and
convenience on such a level.

Land-owners and taxpayers are en-
titled to the best for their money in
road work. This digging up, plowing
up and scraping over of county roads
under roadmasters has been the curse
of road systems in California, and is in
all highly enlightened communities
abandoned and condemned. Engineer-
ing supervision, skilled labor largely,
good material purchased in large lots,
transported at just the right time and
exactly to the night spot, and handled
with least loss of time and margin of
waste are the need. System, harmoni-
ous in each part of the whole, conserves
cheapness and effectiveness.

The barrack guarding, feeding, lodg-
ing and working of such a force as is
contemplated would, with the added
pay, cost more to the road districts than
free labor at §2 a day directed by in-
dependence, self-care and intelligence.
Moreover, the proposed system takes all
the tramps and vags of towns and cities
and claps the burden of support upon
the shoulders of the people living out-
side of corporate and town limits.

It is conceded that the willful vagrant
ought to be compelled to work, and that
work should be provided to that end
that will yield enough to support the
fellow. It ls conceded that the unfortu-
nate poor, without home, shelter, food
or means, ought to have opportunity to
earn a living, and that poor farms and
county homes for the indigent are prop-
enly established for all such. In the
East these institutions are generally
successful. The laws of California now
provide for homes for the indigent and
for poor farms and work thereon. But
these should not be herded with the
willful vagrants and county convicts.
They do not deserve to be degraded by
such enforced companionship.

This whole question of public relief is
one of profound interest and ought to
command the most earnest attention,
but the system as suggested by the bill
under notice is bad, at least so far as it
applies to tampering with the roads,
which Heaven knows have swallowed
up enough millions of the people’s
money without visible useful results.

Whatever is done in the matter of
road construction and maintenance
must hereafter be'accomplished with
economy, permanence,and in line with
the best known methods—the day of the
fugitive roadmaster road work has
passed forever wherever experience,
scientific knowledge and discovery
have enlightened the people.

PRIVATE USE.OF PUBLIC FUNDS.

While bills are rushing in it is to be
bhoped that some thoughtful member of
the Legislature will introduce a meas-
ure providing that it shall be deemed a
felony on the part of any person or of-
ficial, or body of county, town or city
governors, to lend any public money to
banks or private corporations or per-
sons, or to intrust public fungs to the
care or custody of any person other
thap those prescribed by law, or to per-
mit public money to be mingled with
the funds of any bank, corporation or
business house.

If it is said that the law by direc-
tion and inference now forbids such use
of public funds, we reply that it is
lacking in the matters of penalty and
cdefiniteness. With the example of Ta-
coma, Chicago and other communities
this State cannot afford to
| take the risk that such unlawful cus-
{tcdy of public funds involves.
But that is a purely selfish reason,
:li:uugh a good one. There is another
| equally as stroug, namely, that it is a
! wrong to permit anyone to use public
funds as capital to fortify private bus-
iness, a wrong to all taxpayers and to
| others not privileged to such use.
| The Legislature by means of an Act to
regulate the care and custody of public
should make declaration on this

so definite and unmistakable
{ that there can be no evasion of its pol-
icy and no misinterpretation or twist-
ing of the law,

| before us,

subject

‘l‘lll;: POULTRY EXHIBITION.

The poultry exhibit now open at the
Pavilion is one of such extent, variety,
excellence and interest that we are
pleased to say to all the people of the
city that a visit to the Poultry Asso-
clation’s exposition well repays. There
has not been given to the raising of
poultry and the encouragement of pro-
duction in that line, the attention that
California interests demand.

The reproach should be removed that
a very large proportion of the eggs
used in California are imported, and
that the same is true of poultry used
for food. We are able to raise all the
fowls we need and a surplus, and all
the eggs the market demands and a
surplus. Assuredly conditions are all in
our favor, and that they have not been
improved upon is to our discredit. The
exhibition of the State Poultry Associ-
ation is ome of the first order, and we
are assured that it has not been sur-
rassed upon the coast in extent, and
that in the matter of quality it is one of
mm-vuwnwpmusm“

The exhibition will be open but a few
days and in that time the association of
poultry maisers ought to receive cor-
dial indorsement and recognition in the
way of large attendance by our people.
The exhibition of fine bred dogs which
is to be held in conjuncticn with the
poultry show for convenience opens
Saturday. While it can scarcely be said
to represent an important state inter-
est, it has strong attraction for a very
large number of people and it adds in-
terest ‘to the poultry exhibition in com-
sequence, It is said by those who are
skilled in these matters that the Ken-
rnel Club has managed to bring together
an altogether superior lot of animals,
and that tthe bench show promises to be
one of the best and largest ever held on
the coast. That a judge should have
been called upon ‘to come out from New
York to pass upon the merits of the
animals is indicative of the great in-
terest taken by sportsmen and dog
fanciers in this branch of the exhibi-
tion at the Pavilion.

An Eastern paper says that a rich
woman’s dress costing $300, if repre-
sented by coin, would buy 1,000 loaves
of bread for the poor. Indeed, bread
must be high in the East. We sup-
posed that $300 would buy at least
6,000 loaves. But the statement is made
to illustrate what might be done with
the money the rich woman expends for
a fine dress, and to that extent to en-
courage hatred of those who have rich
dresses. So far as extravagance is con-
cerned, it will find no apologist among
sensible people, nor will the arrogance
of the rich when made manifest. But
the rich dress, no matter what it is, pays
labor somewhere; if in this country, all
the better. Its manufacture and final
outfit is a means of scattering the cost
among artisans; if those of home, soO
much the better also. Just so far as
the dress, therefore, conserves industry
it is not necessarily a bad thing that it
is made and worn. So far as its ex-
cess of cost goes beyond the proper re-
ward of labor that produces it is con-
cerned, it is extravagance and repre-
sents besides improper distribution of
the rewards of toil. It is infinitely bet-
ter that there shall be rich dresses worn
and thrown aside, and more rich dresses
ordered, than that the cost of the same
shall be hoarded, orevenincreasedin cent
per cent. paper and bonds, which rep-
resent the necessities of those who have
to borrow and pay the toll. It would
probably be better if a hundred-dollar
dress were worn by the rich woman,
and the extra $200 used in relieving
honest distress, by helping the sufferer
to help himself. Therefore, the best
uses of given money are those in which
direct giving and indiscriminate charity
are avoided, and the recipient is aided
to self-help and not made a dependent.
But so far as the case of the $300 dress
goes, the same paper that gives the
{llustration is an enthusiastic supporter
of Mr. Bryan and his cause. That gen-
tleman is just now swinging around the
circle for the second time, but on this
trip he is charging from $1,000 to $2,000
a lecture, and is sometimes receiving
more. He refused point blank to lecture
in Albany, N. Y., on a guarantee of
£1,500, and wanted $2,000. Now, if Mr.
Brvan would take $500 of the easily won
£1,000 and $£2,000, and do with it as his
champion wishes the rich woman to do
with the sum represented in her fine
dress, how many loaves of bread would
he be able to give to the poor? If the
rich woman 1s extravagant in spending
$300 for one dress, Mr. Bryan is an ex-
tortioner in wringing out of hard times
$1,000 for one talk.

The news comes from apparently re-
liable sources that General Weyler is
to be recalled. That will, if effected,
not probably weaken the insurgent
cause. It may remove a good deal of
cause of complaint, but that it will
have the effect of lessening the vigor of
the rebels we do not anticipate. If the
Cubans are not in deadly earnest in
the effort to achleve independence, then

istory gives us no record of a people
resolved to do or die. Here we have
an island of not large proportions, with
but about one-half of its area capable
of sustaining a large population, in-
habited by mixed races and long op-
pressed by a strong power, presenting
a spectacle that is anomalous in his-
tcry; a comparatively small body of
insurgents having no treasury, ill-
armed and ill-provided with the essen-
tials for successful war, defying for
more than fifteen months the armies
of a nation strong and powerful com-
pared to the devoted band in rebellion,
ccmmanding the sympathies of a large
part of the civilized world. Spain has
sent against them the flower of its
armies, its most skilled Generals and
its modern navy, and though she holds
all the chief ports of the island, com-~
mands nearly all its approaches, and
has resources giving her men, money
and munitions of war to her full need,
yet she is unable to suppress the re-
bellion or make any considerable ad-
vance into the heart of the country.
Such a spectacle has not been wit-
nessed, in modern times at least. Ac-
cording to all traditions and rules of
war the rebellion should, under such
conditions, have been crushed out in a
few weeks, but apparently it is as wide-
spread and virile as ever. The change
from Weyler to some other commander
may result in less inhumanity and bru-
tality, but it will not lessen the efforts
of the insurgents to free Cuba from
?panish rule,

While the California Legislature is
making what we fear will be a vain
effort to reduce the number of legisla-
tive attaches to a reasonable minimum,
there is on foot in Washington a move-
ment to reduce the number of Federal
employes in the civil service. It is be-
lieved at the National Capital that of
the 200,000 persons on the Federal offi-
cial pay-roll fully 50,000, if not 75,000,
can be dispensed with without injury to
the service. That is to say, the remain-
ing 150,000 can perform all required
service without being burdened with
too much labor or responsibility, and
vet not work more than eight and nine

hows a day. -

YOIC OF THE PRESS.

—

Extracts From Editorial Expression of
Journals

Of the State and the Coast on Sub-
jects of Living and News
Interest.

Willows Review: Jingoism is the
curse of America. If we could take
every Congressman and every editor
who is forever running around with
a chip on his shoulder and send him
to Cuba, there to fight until he has
had his fill, the country would be much
better off. If these men had their way
this country would be forever at war
and not a soul of them would go to
the front. BEach one would be willing
to send his wife's relatives. Any little
rumor is sufficient for one of these
blood-thirsty: warriors to make the
base of a revolution.

THAT RIVER DREDGER.

Colusa. Sun: Certainly, if the State
can be got to put in one dredger and
build the weirs, the land owners can
well afford to wait the result Of
course one dredger would find all it
could do to keep the river from the
mouth to Rio Vista in order, and this
would be of no direct benefit to us of
the upper river. There is no doubt,
however, of the fact that it is right
right and proper to begin operations at
the mouth of the river. If the dredger
then works as well as anticipated and
the matter passes over the experimental
stage it wil be easy to put others lto
work.

CONFIDENCE.

Middleton Independent: The restora-
tion of confidence cannot fill the pock-
ets of every poor man with money as
in the days of protection, reciprocity
and progress. Our markets are now
filling rapidly with Australian wool,
and manufactured goods have been
glutting our markets for the past three
vears. When we shall have returned
to protective duties on imponts and re-
covered from past experiments we may
expect the return of good times as of
yore.

TRUSTS.

Ukiah Republican Press: The wage
earner as a general thing is the most
pronounced in his opposition to trusts
and combinations. It perhaps never
occurred to the average member of a
labor union that the law to abolish a
mercantile or manufacturing trust
might also be employed to abolish a
labor trust.

TOO STRONG TO HOLD.

Stockton Independent: One new sec-
tion of the Penal Code which the Code
Commission recommends is peculiar in
more ways than one. It reads thus:

“Section 2358. Every person Wwho, in
a public manner, or at any meeting or
assemblage, where more than twenty
persons are present, states or charges
that any class, or portion oY a class, of
females in a community, professing to
lead virtuous lives, is unchaste, whether
such statement or charge is true or
false, is gulity or a misdemeanor.”

One peculiarity is in the limitation to
audiences of “more than twenty per-
sons,” and another is in restricting the
application of the proposed section to
“females,” but the astounding part of
it is in making the Act a misdemeanor
whether the assertion is true or false.
However good the intentions of the
Commissioners may have been the last
provision is absurd as well as unjust.
Under its protection any number of dis-
reputable human females might form a
class, profess to lead virtuous lives and
make their professions a shield against
those who in a public manner would tell
the truth about them. This is one seri-
ous objection and the limiting of the of-
fense to falsehoods spoken in a manner
that is not public to more than twenty
persons in another. A wretch who ut-
térs such a falsehood as is sought to be
prohibited, even in the presence of two
persons, should be punished, and one
who utters the truth in the presence of
thousands should not be molested. The
commission, in trying to do too much
will probably find that they will accom-
plish nothing in that direction,

FRUIT TARIFF.

Red Bluff People’s Cause: The Ways
and Means Committee will take up the
subject of fruits about the first of Jan-
uary, and the hearing will continue
only about flve days. There {3, there-
fore, no time to lose. The State Horti-
cultural Association has prepared a
schedule of tariff rates which it is de-
sired to have incorporated in the new
tariff bill, but the fruit-growers of the
Sacramento Valley should add thelr
volce to that of the State organization,
and steps should be at once taken to
place all desirable information promptly
before the committee.

FOR BIMETALLISM.

Escondido Times: Xeep it before the
people that a return to bimetallism is
the only road to national prosperity.
The coming four years will probably de-
monstrate to many heretofore doubtful
ones the truth of this assertion. High
tariff may aid in some sections, but it
will not cure the general depression un-
der which our entire country is now suf-
fering.

CENSUS TAKING.

San Diego Union: There appears to
be substantial merit In the bill now
pending in Congress providing for the
establishment at Washington of a per-
manent Census Office to undertake the
work of making the twelfth and suc-
ceeding censuses and the collection of
other essential information. The plan
is to make the office a permanent in-
atitution and to contlnue its work of
collecting statistics every year, as well
as making an enumeration of the pop-
ulation every ten years, as provided by
the Comstitution. It Is claimed that
the cost of the office for ‘the entire ten
years would be no more than the
amounit expended in taking theeleventh
census, which was $£11,500,000. If this
estimite is correct the office should be
made permanent on the score of econ-
omy.

THE FUNDING BILL.

Yreka Journal: There is strong oppo-
sition in the Bast and on this coast to
the Government owning and operating

Chilblains.

A SIMPLE REMEDY.
RELIEVES INSTANTLY.

Price, 28c.

FRANCIS S. OTT, Druggist,
200 K STREET,
South side Second and K.

the roads, hence the inclinaton toward
funding Act, in order that every
dollar of the debt due may be realized
Much of the debt was crealted by high
irterest upon a depreciated currency
during the civil war perod, when the
several roads were built, comprising the
Union Pacific, Central Pacific, Central
branch of the Union Pacific and the
Kansas Pacific. If the Government fore-
closes it will have to take the roads
nd grant further subsidies of over
80,000,000, by assuming first mort-
gage claims. The Government debt
must be paid or forgiven, and the peo-
ple are not willing to forgive a single
dollar. The financial condition of the
roads at present is such that they can-
not meet the obligations when due,
hence an extension of time with ample
security, looks like the wisest course
for the Government to pursue.

Escaped.

“Aren’t you late in getting home
from Sunday-school, Bobby?”

“Well, I guess! There was a man
there who made an all-day speech and
I thought he would never get out.”

“Who was he?"”

“Aw, I forgot his name, but he was
an escaped missionary.”—Judge.

Never.

Mr. Crimsonbeak—This paper speaks
of a belle at one of our resorts who
swieeps everything before her.”

Mrs. Crimsonbeak—Isn’t that
right?

“Well, T never yet saw a girl wear
a dress that would sweep that way."'—
Yonkers Statesman.
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