
CLEARING FILES.

The Decks Ready for Action
This Week.

Bennett-Telajid Contested Elec-
tion Settled in the House.

Return of (lie Southern Jasitkv

Committee To-Morrow.

Fate of Hay Bills Will Soon be Settled

?Another Stale Highway

Measure.

The Senate Chamber wore a deserted
appearance yesterday morning, only

three or four Senators occupying their
seats and busying themselves with
drafting bills or reading the papers. The
clerks were at the desk busying them-
selves with various details connected
with their duties.

Senator Morehouse was busy prepar-
fing his bill for transferring the girls

from the Whittier School to the former
Home of the Feeble-Minded at Santa

Clara, which he expects to introduce
coon. The prospect is that very few
?bills will be introduced this week, as

Senators generally disclaim any inten-

The second reading file having been
nearly daaposed of on Friday, it is not
probably that much time will be wasted
on it for several days, and the week will
be mainly occupied in third reading and
passage of bills, thus cleaning up the
file. Much work will probably be done
tin committee, as about 550 bills have
been Introduced, but comparatively few-
reported. Among those that have been

ordered to third reading is Do'ty's bill

In relation to the rock-crusher, fixing

the .minimum price of the rock, which
has reached its present stage without
the amendment the contractors and
quarry owners sought to have made
limitingthe use of the rock to country

Several bills that came from the com-
mit:, -c with an adverse report were al-
io w-d to go to third reading. Among

them were one by Braunhart relating to

Public Administrators, and another re-

lating to administration of certain per-

sons. Denison's bill, hostile to the rock-
crushing plant, which was adversely

n ported, was also allowed to go to third
reading. Straitton's bill for general pri-

mary elections was amended and will

Gome up for passage during the week.
His bill for the protection of carrier
pigeons will also come up for passage.

There are many other bills not of gen-

eral interest that are well under way

and will probably be sent over to the
Assembly during the week, while a

number are likelyto meet their \\ ater-

loo in the upper house and be relegated

AS PER AGREEMENT.
On adjournni-nt Friday the Ass«m-

llycut out its Saturday work, agreeing

to leave the third reading file* until the

a quorum ?gathered together yesterday

morning it waa the first and second dies
which they attacked with considerable
energy. There was a disposition on the
Dart <>f some members to jump the

offer resolutions and make motions in

wild disorder, but Speaker Coombs held

then down well, and at the end of the

se>-iion patt'-d the "gentle-men of the

\u25a0Souse" on their coßodtive back for the

For the fust time in the session the

Assembly op -tied without prayer, Chap-

lain Oohier being absent.

ANOTHER HIGHWAY BELT*
Mr. Caminetti introduced yesterday a

measure from those Introduced earlier
iv the week, which were prepared by

Caminetti believes that his bill provides

for the accomplishment of a general

i>tate system in much shorter time than

the other DM asm s. The work is to be
done in all the counties simultaneously,

tlie Supervi.-ors being furnished by the
State Bureau with a statement of the
eon iition of the roads in their county

and with the plans and specifications

man Toland, has been declared to be-
long to its present occupant. The com-

i: rep .: :cd yesterday against Ben-

Mr. MeUck calling for the recession of

V >s mite Valley ami the Mariposa Big

Tree Grove to the Federal Government,

to belong to the system of National
Parks, and that no appropriations for

improvements shall be made pending

the decision of the question. This
clause s.> -;ns aimed at the appropriation
of .«S<;.',.mh, for tin. rebuilding of the hotel

THK W iiKKS OUTLOOK.
The special order tiles for next week

are pretty full, and the committee work
will be heavy. The plethoric condition
of the third reading file indicates plenty
of business on final passage of bills.

The return of the junketing commit-
tees from Santa Clara and Los Angeles

to-morrow a 11 till up the chairs in both
houses again, and -the reports of those
committees will be of interest.

To-morrow, too, the work of investi-
gation goes on, and more menvbers will
tell what they know about attaches.

IN THE ASSEMBLY.

The Story of the Files in Several
Chapters.

Barely a quorum in the House yester-
day morning, but the story of the files
went on without interruption. Leave of
absence for the day was granted God-
frey, Pohlman. Emmons, Cartwright,
Bettman, MeGandlish, Foreman, Gate-
ly, McGrath. The Chaplain was also
absent.

ENGROSSMENT.
The Committee on Engrossment re-

ported the following bills correctly en-
grossed: Nos. 4, 172, 150, 21, IS, 0, 138.

SPECIAL ORDER.
Under special order Mr. Mead called

up 396, providing for the sale of street
railroad and other franchises in mu-
nicipalities, which had been reported
correctly engrossed, and was ready for
its final passage. Mr. Mead said that
as so few members were present, and
as the House had agreed yesterday that
the session of Saturday was to be de-
voted to first and second files, he had
no desire to place the bill on passage,
but he did desire to offer some amend-
ments.

Dibble objected stoutly, and de-
clared that the House should stick to its
determination. Besides, he had some
amendments to offer himself which
were not yet ready.

Mead said the bill had been postponed
yesterday at Dibble's request; in fact,
had been delayed a week, and he saw
ruo reason why he should not offer his
own amendments.

The bill is an important one, provid-
ing that electric railway and similar
franchises which are now sold by mu-
nicipalitites for a single sum shall be
sold for a percentage on the gross earn-
ings of the corporation. Judge Dibble
explained that he believed that while

the bill might be all right for Los An-
geles, it might be necessary to amend it

I for San Francisco. Personally he had no

jinterest in the bill, but the great city
of San Francisco is interested. Dibble

read a dispatch from Mayor Phelan of

ISan Francisco asking to have the bill
| delayed until some amendments now in

preparation culd be forwarded. The

! dispatch closed, "San Francisco deeply

jinterested."
Mead agreed to lay the bill over until

Monday, but gave notice that he would
not countenunc-e a longer postpone-

ment.
TOLAND'S SEAT SAFE.

The Committee on Contested Elec-
tions, Kenyon, Chairman, reportenl on
the contested case of Bennett vs. To-
land, that Thomas O. Toland. who at
present occupies a seat in the Assem-
bly, is entitled thereto, and the case is
accordingly dismissed.

COM MITTEK REPORTS.
I Committee on Rules reported fa-
vorably on a resolution that the Ser-
geant-at-Arms be required to post
three notices that visitors should not

1occupy the seats of members except on
invitation. The Hmrse amended to make
the resolution include attaches and to

! make the Sergvant-at-Arms responsi-
ble for the enforcement of the order,

and it was adopted as amended.
The Committee on Foreign Relations

reported unfavorably on A. J. R. 3, call-
ing for the free coinage of silver. This
was offered by Sanford.

Shanahan's bill, 452, to perpetuate the
IBoard of Supreme Court Commissioners
!by the appointment of four Commis-

sioners and a Secretary, was reported
|back favorably by the Committee on
jWays and Means.

The same committee reported that
jValentine, author of A. B. 20, providing
for a California exhibit at the Tennessee

i exposition in 1.507, be allowed to with-

Idraw the same, and on his motion it was
jdone. The bill making an appropriation

f. r the purchase of a gasoline launch for

1the Fish Commission was reported fa-
vorably, also those for the claims of

Britton & Rey and Thomas Hatch.
COmtoettl moved that his bills, four

jin numixr. carrying appropriations for
i the Preston School of Industry at lone,
which had received approval of the
Commit! *l Public Buildings, sheiuld

!be sent to the Ways and Means Couunit-

FIRST AND SECOND FILES.
The first reading file was disposed of

rapidly, some twenty-six bills being read

land panned to tie- second reading file.
I A good deal was also accomplished on
|th - second r. ading file, the hour of ad-
journment being extended for the pur-

| Eighteen bills amending the Code of
CivilProcedure were read and passed to
jthird reading with very few amend-

Llndenbcrgcr's bill regulating the
width of wagon tires was amended to
take effect from and after A. D. 11KX).

Hill's bill, fixingthe age of consent at
18 years, was amended to read at 10
years. The s> atiment of the House seem-
ed to be in Savor of IS years, but past

[experience convinced members that a
!measure fixing that age could not be

{gotten through and that, half a loaf of
;protection for girlhood and young wo-
Imanhood was better than none at all.

or better than the pitifulexcuse for it

that the law now affords.
Sanford's Mil, 4.">, requiring corpora-

jtions doing business in this State to pay

itheir employes, each of them, at least
once in each month the wages earned by

isuch employ, was subjected to numer-
ous amendments, one of which provided

!that any claim ef such employe should
Iconstitute a lien on any property of the
jemployer to take precedence of all
others except recorded mortgages, and
that no unrecorded deed should stand

las a bar to such lien. The bill, with its
jamendments, was made a Speda] order

It wasordered that Cutter's Constitu-
I tional Am -ndmv-nt No. 23, abolishing

the Railroad Gommission, should be re-
ported back on Monday morning.

other bills read the second time were
the following:

A. B. 12::. by Waymire. to amend sec-
tion of POittical Code In relation to in-
surance.

A. P. 128, by Waymire. to enable any
county, city and county, city, or town
to lease property to associations of cx-

i s.-'.diers and sailors.
|A. B. IS2. by Cross, enabling any city

|or city and county to take its census be-
l tween the times for the Federal census.
lA. It 127. by Waymire. providing for

the prevention of blindness in infant*
Iand fixing \u25a0 penalty for improper ne-
!elect by midwife or physician.

!A. P. 8, by Dibble, providing for the
sett Bg BP of n i '.stones provided by the
United sta:. s for deceased sailors, sol-

I " Cl wSt. authorizing cer- !
tain corpora::.'.:* to loan and invest
money and ti gulating the same.

lA. B. 7. by Dibble, to compel all depos-

itories of money and commercial banks
to publish a SWOTB statement of all un-

| A petition from the citizens of Solano ijCountry was offered by Anderson and j
ordered printed in the journal, but was j

J not read. The petition was a protest

I from citizens of Benicia against the J

passage of any bill which tended to the
continuance of the rack-crushing plant
at Folsom.

The House adjourned at 1 p. m.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS.

By Strain ?Amending a section of the
Political Code relating to the salaries of
Superior Judge a

By Guy?Appropriating $207 75 to
pay the claim of James V. Hicks for go-
ingto New Yorkafter A. L. G-ibbs.

By Dryden?Providing for the estab-
lishment of a Board of Examiners for
the California Therapeutic Society and
College.

By Aldridge?Amending a section of
the CivilCode relating to the measure of
indemnity in a fire insurance policy.

ByRuben ?Providing that County and
Municipal Treasurers may deposit
county and municipal funds in their
charge in savings or commercial banks
which have been approved by the Bank
Commissioners.

By Caminetti ?Providing for the con-
struction of State highways in several
counties and regulating the methods
therefor.

By Sanford?Appropriating $30,000
for legislative printing for the thirty-

second session.
By Coombs?Appropriating $12,000

for the culture of ramie and other
fibrous plants.

HENRY BARNARD,

Known as the Father of American
Education.

Henry Barnard, who is known as the
father of American education, on Jan-
uary 21th celebrated his 80th birthday

at Hartford, Conn. His services to
American education are greater than
those of any other man.

Dr. Barnard has published more than
800 pamphlets on educational topics
during his life time and now in his- active
old age, is revising some of his work for
republication. His efforts have not, how-
ever, been confined to his literary works,
for he has been responsible for many of
the reforms which have been instituted
in educational methods by the States,
and also for the organization of the Na-
tional Department of Education, which
has been of incalculable benefit to edu-
cators. The Improvement of the public

schools has been his life work. One of
the most interesting things about the
life of Dr. Barnard is that he has seen
and known personally all the Presidents
of the United States except Washing-
ton, John Adams and Jefferson.

GLEASON TO-DAY.

The Horse-Tamer to Have a Bout
With the Cook Stallion.

Professor Gleasou has given many in-
teresting and exciting exhibitions in
this city during the last two weeks, and
hundreds of people have gathered at
times to see him struggle with vicious
and unruly horses while taming them.

But the exhibition which the horse
tamer has announced for this afternoon
at 2:30 o'clock is expected to eclipse
them all. On this occasion he proposes
to bring under subjection the vicious
Cook horse, said to be the meanest
equine in the State?an animal that has
successfully resisted all attempts to sub-
due his fierce spirit.

In addition to this brute Professor
Gleason will have several others with
which to experiment.

INDUSTRIAL LODGE.

Its Hembers and Friends Enjoy a
Pleasant Evening.

Industrial Lodge No. 157, I. O. O. F.,
gave an entertainment to its meml>er.s
and friends last evening, and a most
enjoyable time was had by all. The ex-
eirises included a piano solo by Mrs. D.
E. Kerr; recitation. Master Elwood
Hart: solo. Mrs. Walter Longbottom;
piano solo, Edna Kromer; character
song. Al. Gibson; piano solo, Mrs. W.
Dickens; vocal solo. T. K. Barkworth;
far. c comedy.- The Glassman," by mem-
bers of the lodge.

After the exercises the members and
their friends partook of refreshments in
the banquet room.

Red Men's Ball.
The Improved Order of Red Men and

Weuonah Council. Daughters of Poca-
hontas, v ill give an annivei-sary war-
dance at Turner Hall on Tuesday even-
ing, February 2od.

Coursing To-Day.
The programme for to-day's coursing

events at Agricultural Park is a very
attractive one. as it will bring together
a large field of the best dogs owned
in this vicinity. Nothing short of rainy
weather w ill prevent a good day's sport.

Grape Growing in China.
In Northern China large areas are

given up to the production of grapes.
Heretofore the Chinese have grown
grapes only for the table, but now a
syndicate has been formed for the man-
ufacture of wine in Chinese vineyards.
The Chinese of late years have grown
to like wine and have imported it in
quantitie from Europe, but it is claimed
that with Chinese cheap labor the for-
eign wines can be driven out of the
Chinese market and the industry be-
come as profitable as that of tea grow-
ing.

Women and Tobacco.
The French Society for the Preven-

tion of the Abuse of Tobacco is trying
to call Ihe attention of all French
women w ho use the fragrant weed to the
fact that n arly all the Queens of Eu-
rope do the same, and that fhey are
likely to be suspected of monarchical
sympathies if they Continue to indulge
in the h. 1 Among the royal smok-
ers. 0 iClaimed, are the Empress of Aus-
tria. :n Dowager Empress of Russia,
the Queen of Roumania, the Queen Re-
gent of Spain, the Quoen of Portugal
and the Queen of Italy.

Republicans of Wyoming whisper
that tin- placing of a woman on their
ticket for Presidential Elector defeated
the whole number and brought about
the election of the Populist candidate
for Congress, Even the women of the
Stab fulled to rally in full strength for
the ticket bearing the woman nomi-

VENUS DE MILO.

Ligbt Thrown Upon tlie Mystery of Its
Creation.

Harquis de Trogoft-Lavaux Saw the

Statue Intact, and So

Testifies.

There has always been considerable
controversy over the actual original

condition of that world famed statue
in the Louvre, the Venus de 3.1 ilo. Who
was its author? At what period was
it conceived? And what was the posi-
tion of those missing arms? M. Mar-
celles, in 1854, remarked: "It will not
be very long before there is no one
livingwho will be capable of lifting the
mist of mystery which enshrouds the
origin of the Venus de Milo."

In this statement he was mistaken.
The very seemingly impenetrable mys-
tery which enshrouded this goddess, but
whetted the impatience of the archae-
ologists to unravel it. In 1874, just
twenty years after M. Marcelles had
spoken these words, a manuscript re-
port was discovered by M. Jean Aicard,
over the signature of one Dumont d'Ur-
ville, written at Milo April 16, 1820.

D'Urville claimed to have been one
of the first to see the treasure. He was
at that time only an Ensign on boaid
La Chevrette, a French naval vessel.
In this report, addressed to his com-
mandant, he relates the details of the
discovery, which, according to him, was
made at the end of the month of March
and headds;

"She (the statue) represents a nude
woman; her left hand is uplifted and
holds an apple: the right grasps a man-
tle, which is draped in graceful folds
around the hips and falls to the feet,
but unfortunately both the arms have
been mutilated and are actually de-
tached from the body."

Several foot notes by Lieutenant Mat-
terer, another officer of the Chevrette,
were added to this manuscript.

"When M. d'Urville and myself," he
writes, "first saw the statue, the left
arm was still attached to the body.
The right was broken off at the wrist,
but the left was still almost perfect.
The hand was uplifted and held an ap-
ple. IfM. d'Urville called this antique
statue Venus Victrix it was because
she was holding the apple in her left
hand. Had both arms been broken I
do not think this idea Would have oc-
curred to him."

According to M. Matterer, Dumont
d'Urville had misrepresented the truth
a little in his official repoitt. One nat-
urally asks what could have been his
object? This object was explained
later in a memoir written by M. Mat-
terer, in 1858, sixteen years after the
death of his illustrious friend. Dumont
d'Urville had been obliged to make an
official statement which could be used
as a safeguard against certain possi-

bilities.
As every one knows, the Milo statue

was purchased by M. de Marcelles for
the Marquis de Riviere, then French
Embassador at Constantinople, and was
shipped on board the gunboat Estafeitte.
This acquisition and embarkation met
with many more difficulties than were
given out to the public at that time. For
instance, there was considerable hag-
gling over the price with the peasant
whose spade had discovered the treas-
ure, a very' warm dispute with an Arme-
nian priest and much red tape with the
Pinnates of the island.

The truth, learned later by an ad-
mission made by M. Brest, Vice-Consul
of France at Milo, and by the revela-
tions of M. Matterer still later, was that
fearing to lose the precious treasure on
account of all the obstacles placed in
their way the officerof the Estafette de-
cided?encouraged, perhaps, by M. de
Marcellus?to carry the statue away by
force.

"Then ensued a regular battle," re-
lates M. de Brest, ''between the Grecian
and Turkish sailors and the Frenchmen,
and it was in this hand to hand strug-
gle that the statue was mutilated."

At that time diplomatic incidents
were not so easily managed as at the
present day. The most important thing
was to keep this squabble secret, not
only to save the sailors from blame, who
had only sinne-d in their excess of zeal,
but also to stave M. de Marcelles from
the accusation of vandalism. It was
therefore decided that the Venus of
Milo must be represented to the world
as having been discovered by the peas-
ant George as incomplete and mutilated
as she was when given into charge of
the officers of the Estafette, and later
those of the Llonne, upon which ship
she was trans po-rtc-d to Marseilles.

These official documents, however,
failed to modify the opinon of those who
had seen the statue intact, or very near-
ly So, and when, in 1883, M. Henri. Roch-
efort, who was entirely unacquainted
wi:h the text of M. Dumont d'Urville's
report, or of M. Matterer's memoirs,
came into the question through a letter
written by him and published in "L'Art
Francais." jn which he related some
family legends on the subject, his rev-
elations fell in the midst of the archae-ologists like a stone in the middle of a
pond full of frogs. M. de Saint-Maur
had been the brother-in-law of the Mar-quis de Riviere before marrying the
waiter's aunt, and Henri de Rochefort
had heard his uncle relate time and time
again the incident relating to the statuebeing offered by M. Dumont d'Urville.

"She holds," he had said to M. Riviere,
"an apple in one hand, the apple which
has just been given her by Paris, and
with the other she is slightly lifting her
robe."

Not long ago a letter was received
from a naval officer which is almost likea voice from the dead. Here it is:

"Messieurs I have just learned, by
chance of the scientific discussions
Which have been going on for the past
few days on the subject of Venus de
Milo, and of which I was in entire ignor-
ance, owing to a fifteen years' absencefrom Europe, l claim for the Squadron
of th.- Im v.-mt. commanded by M. le Ba-ron dcs Rotours. the honor of having
been the tii st to see, in the month of
March, 1820, the celebrated Venus de
M Ho, with her arms.

"This squadron was composed of the
iruiser Esperance, commanded by Bes
Rotours. Captain of the vessel; the
gunboat Estafette. commanded by
Robert, and the transport Llonne, com-
mand! a by Duval d'Ailly.

"Ifyou will now have the kindness to
glance over the maritime notes attached
to my fath< rs log book you may decide
that they bring a new element to the
problem of the origin of the Venus de
Milo. He formally and definitely stati a
til',- condition in which she was found.
AS to the manner in which she was car-
ried away, my father says nothing, as
he could not. not having been present-
Put I have often heard him repeat from
hearsay the details of the great diffi-
culty of transporting the marble to the

seashore, that this operation was ef-
fected by means of ropes, and that they
were obliged to work secretly and at
night, as the Turks had forbidden the
sale of objects of art to strangers. I re-
main, gentlemen, etc.,
"MARQUIS PE TIP iGdFF-LAVAt'X."

The following is the text of the mar-
ginal notes written day by day by the
young midshipman, De Trogoff:

"
During our anchorage at MUo (from

the 4th to 11th of March, 1820, according
to the log book) a young Greek peasant
working in his field one day found that
his spade met with a very unusual
resistance. Pulling it out he discovered
what looked like a vault. Piqed by curi-
osity, and also in hopes of making some
precious discovery, he dug carefully
around the object and found a species
of niche. At last, after infinite trouble,
he happened accidentally upon the open-
ing. Entering hurriedly, he perceived to
his great astonishment a magnificent
statue, having two white ants on either
side.

' She was in a condition of good pres-
ervation. In one of her hands she held
an apple, a fact which led him to sup-
pose that she was the goddess of the is-

land?as the word melos' in Greek sig-
nifies apple?but she could just as easily

have been taken for a Venus. She is of
marvellous beauty, the draperies being
Specially admirable."

The author of these lines, a nephew

of the Admiral of the same name, was
himself a brilliant naval officer. A grad-
uate of the naval school and then of
Augouleme, he gained great honors for
his bravery at Xavarin and Salamine.
After the revolution of 1880 he sent in
his resignation from active service.

His testimony in the question of the
Ver.us de Milo is absolutely disinter-
ested. He never for a moment thought
of attaching any importance to his role
in the affair. He simply wrote these
daily notes for his own pleasure and
perhaps because it was his duty to cor-
rect his daily observations, and they

are simply w hat he heard and what he

saw on the subject.

M. De Trogoff's story, which is abso-
lutelytrustworthy, settles and fixes two
points in this historical controversy?
first, that it was in March, 1820, from
the 4th to the 11th, and not on the Sth
of April, as has been generally believed,

that the statue was found; second,
that both arms were intact and the
Venus held an apple in one of her
hand 3.

It is very improbable, however, that
the archaeologists will confess them-
selves vanquished. For nearly twenty
yeans they have been promulgating sys-
tems without giving a thought to the
wit:;- sses who might overthrow them.

The different attempts made toward
the restoration of this Venus de Milo
offers some very amusing incidents.
Fortunately, from the very beginning
there was so muoh dluagi'<.'<,"inent
among the archaeologists that Louis
XIII., finding himself in an embarrass-
ing position when the Marquis de Ri-
viere brought the marble to Paris, or-
dered the statue sent to the Louvre for
public exhibition as it was found.

Being deterred by the royal decision
from trifling with the original marble,
the archaeologists called for competitive
designs, showing how Venus probably
looked before her mutilation, and this
was followed by a myriad of fantastic
and ingenious interpretations. The fol-
lowingare a few out of a vast number:

Messrs. MLllingen, John, Welker and
Puller represent Venus as holding Mars'
shield.

Mr. Braun and YVettig put the shield
on Venus.

According to Mr. Rydberg, she holds
a shield upon which is engraven an in-
scription commemorating the victory

of the Greeks over the Persians.
Mr. Stiiiman. of the "Century Maga-

zine." who has studied the subject very
carefully, pos>es a striking figure, that
of Victory, who has just finished trac-
ing an inscription on a tablet

Mr. Bell, an English sculptor, gives
us a Venus holding a crown of laurel
in each hand.

In 1873 an anonymous sculptor exhi-
bited at Vienna a Venus making her
toilet

According to Mr. Fourtwaengler
Venus is leaning on a column, the left
hand holding an apple.

Felix Ravaisson, who seems to look
ui>on himself a.s an authority on the
subject, has de-cided that the Milo sta-
tue is a reproduction, executed in the
time of Alexander, of a model created
in Athens i,n the time of Pericles, the
reproduction and the original showing
Venus Crania welcoming into Elysian
bliss the heroic founder of Athens,
Theseus.

The fact that the statue is sculptured

out of two pic-ces of marble, has drawn
forth the conclusion from Mr. Saioinan
that it is without doubt the work of
( phis*.date and Timarque, two sons of
Praxiteles.

Mr. Tarral, an Englishman living in
Paris, and M. Gieler Yon Ravensburg
have accepted Dumont d'Urville's de-
scription of the goddess when first
found at Milo, and which has been so
completely corroborated by the young
midshipman's log book. The work of
j-e-toration proposed by. Mr. Tarral Is
the most characteristic of all the models
so far offered and seems to come nearer
the truth of the original. Such she
seems to have been when she left the
hands of her creator, and such she cer-
tainly was when the peasant of Milo
found her in his field and showed her
to the officers of the French squadron.
?New York Herald.

CURIOUS FACTS.
If the armies of Europe should march

at an eight-mile gait, five abreast fif-
teen inches apart, it would require nine
and a half days for them to pass a
given point.

On the eastern coast of Ireland it
rains on an average of 208 days in the
year, in England about 150 days. a>t
Kazan about 90 days and in Siberia
only 00 days.

Careful experiment has shown that
through a certain depth of water,

where only 50 per cent, of the red rays

passed through, there were 00 per cent,

of orange, yellow SO, green 90 and in-
digo 95.

When lions and tigers bring forth
young in captivity, the greatest care
has to be exercised to keep them for
several days in the dark and undis-
turbed, as otherwise the mothers will

almost Invariably destroy their cubs.
Sunlight does not penetrate deeper

than 1,200 feet. Very sensitive photo-

graphic plates exposed for ten minutes

at 400 fathoms deep showed no devel-
opment of light.

In military stables horses are known
to have pretended to be lame in order
to avoir! going to military exercise. A
Chimpanzee had been Bed on cake when
sick: after his recovery he often feign d
coughing in order to procure dainties.

Tortoise live to a great age. In the
library of Lambeth Palace there is the
shell of a tortoise which was brought

there In 1623 and which lived until
1130. Another in Fulham Palace, pro-
cured by Bishop Land in 1828, died in
1753, and one at Peterboro lived 220
years.

VOICE OF THE PRESS.

Extracts From Editorial Expression of
Journals

Of the State and the Coast on Sub.

jeets of Living and News

Interest.

Stockton Mail: There is no merit
whatever In the legislative opposition to
the stone-crushing plant at Foisom. It
is in no way worthy of consideration
that interferes with free labor. On the
contrary it gives employment to large

numbers of men throughout the State
and serves a useful public purpose. The
objections should not be? considered for
a moment. They are trivial and unrea-
sonable.
I'lP >!'< iSED NEW fIAMHI.IXO LAW

Riverside Enterprise: it is going to be
a serious matter to be detected in the
business of conducting a gambling
house, or even being c aught playing the
game hereafter, ifa bill just introduced
in the Assembly becomes a law. Tin-
present law only makes the keeping of
a gambling house a misdemeanor, which
means that a conviction can bring as
punishment a small fine or a few days"
imprisonment at most in a county jail.

Under the pioposed law the offense will
be a felony.

CIVIC DUTY.
Stockton Record: Kansas City adopt-

ed an ordinance fining every qualified
citizen who did not vote .Sli 50, but the

;Supreme Court of Missouri has declared
it invalid, as it should. But there might

be some punishment arranged for those

who neglect their civic duties. If they

could be deprived of some privilege that
pertains to citizenship and finally, if
they persist in neglect, deprive them of
citizenship itself, it might be effective.

ANARCHY IN DISGUISE.
San Diego Union: A resolution has

been offered in the Colorado Senate ask-

! ing Congress to call a convention for

the revision of the Constitution of the
United States, on the ground that it

I has outlived its usefulness. The pur-

| pose is undoubtedly to begin a move-

iment which its promoters hope will
| spread and in time become an actual
ifactor in national politics.

Happily there is little likelihood that
so unpatriotic a project will find fol-
lowers To the average' citizen of the
United States there is something almost
sacred about the Constitution. It is re-
garded as embodying the wisdom and
best thought of the men who launched
this republic, and whose memory to-
day is revered the length and breadth of
the land. People are not prepared to

! suddenly take up the idea that after all
[this Constitution,underwhich this coun-
try has become the great and free na-
tion it is to-day, was only a temporary

! makeshift, the work of men who could
| not see beyond their own gtmeration.

Even the most rancorous iconoclast will
pause when it comes to removing the
nation's great political landmark.

THE ROCK PLANT.
Santa Rosa Republican: The rock-

crushing plant at Folsom furnishes em-
ployment for some .100 convicts, who are
maintained at the expense of the State.
This is distressing a lot of labor reform-
ers, who work principally with their
mouths, and there is a demand to have

the crushing of rock stopped. The prop-

osition is unreasonable, and it should
not be heeded. Great good can come to

?the State from the rock-crushing en-
terprise, and, instead of reducing, it will
increase the demand for labor.

THAT PROCLAMATION.
Stockton Independent: Chief Crowley,

in his note to the Chinese Consul, prob-
ably overstepped his authority. He
should have addressed his note as Pres-
ident Lincoln issued his proclamation
against Horace Greeley's peace confer-
ence scheme: "To whom it may con-
cern." The substance of Crowley's pro-
nunciamento is faultless, the only error
Is in the address.

THE DREDGER.
Modesto Herald: Incidentally, we ob-

serve that the dredger project is dis-
cussed as a new idea. Years ago. when
the writer was in the thick of the fight

between the farmers of the Sacramento
Valley and the hydraulic miners, we
pointed out the absurdity of the existing
system of building levees with earth

\u25a0taken from the land itself, instead of

Iserving a double puropse by building the
levees with earth dredged from the river
bed. This system has been followed un-
til the beds of the Sacramento River

I and its tributary streams have shal-
lowed to a level iin scene instances) with
the towns on what was originally their
banks, and the waters are only kept

from inundating the towns by the arti-
ficial banks alone.

THE CONVICT LABOR QUESTION.
San Jose Mercury: Concerning- the

argument that the use of rock crushed
by c nviet labor and sold at a eh. ap
iigure to counties or cities would give
employment to many more men than
would otht-rwise be employed, they con-
tended that it would be necessary to

put ten convicts at work in order to
give one free man employment on the
outside in handling the material after-
it had left the quarry, so that in < r : r
to give ten men work on the stre< ts, tlie
bill proposed to throw ninety free quar-
rynu-n out of employment. This state-

ment is certainly an exaggeration. Tho
Object of supplying rock at a nominal
figure is to encourage road and stieet
improvements that would not be dOM
at all if the city or county wenl cim-
pelled to buy the material at market
prices. Under the system inaugurated
at Folsom there will probably l>e ten OT
twenty times the amount of work on
roads and streets that is DOW being
done, and this will give employment to
hundreds and thousands ot men who
otherwise would not be employed.

There is no desire to Interfere with
free labor: on the contrary, the aim la
to provide more work for la borers, while
also keeping the prisoners at work.
Could it be shown that the State quarry
and Crusher are depriving owners of
quarries of business and seriously re-
ducing their working force, the work-
ing of convicts in the quarry would at
once be stopped. But such a. showing
has not been made, and if tin- use of
rock quarried and crushed by c -evicts
be limited to county highways adva&-
tag- ona to the state and to the laboring
classes, without injuring the buaint ga ..f
private individuals.

THE BURDEN BEARERS.
Fresno Expositor: in discussing the

bills introduced in the Legislature pro-
viding for the appropriation of money
for the various Harbor Commissions,
the "Examiner" advises the San Pran-
Cisco delegation to secure for tic- San

'Francisco Harbor Commission its share
of the State's money and then, speak-
ing of the board, adds: "The whole
expense of salaries, as well as tmprov -
ments. has been met by San Francisco
through clues levied on its shipping and
commerce." This statement is narrow,
clannish, unfair and an audacious ex-
ample of metropolitan presumption.
The farmers of this State have been
paying State tolls at the San Franc:--. o
wharves on all products sent to com-
mission firms there for over a quarter
of a century. When the-se farmers
bought goods there they have also pal I
the wharfage charges to get the goods
started from the bay. These tolls went

into the harbor fund and paid for new
wharves and salaries of employes.
Every interior merchant and producer
has been taxed in this way to meet the
expense of maintaining the water front.

Every collector and every Wharflng r
under the San Francisco board has b \
a legalized leech on what the interior
shipped in. as well as on what it took
home. The wholesale importer has
added his wharfage dues to other c >sts
and sold to the interior buyer at a fig-
ure fixed accordingly. All the producers
and consumers of the State who have
shipped to and from San Francisco have
borne the burden referred to, and any
San Francisco wail that her pc pie
have suffered a disproportionate share
of the burden has no justification at all.

THE DREDGER BILL.
Stockton Mail: If there is a bug *n

the dredger bill it should be smoked
out. The "Mail" some weeks ago sug-
gested that provision should be made
for State interest in the lands re-
claimed. No attention was given the
suggestion, yet on that point is based
about all the objection to the m- asure.
Unless the bill is broadened and im-
proved it is not likely to prevail at this
session. It possesses too many gJod

features to be lost.

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

The Montreal Street Railway Com-
pany gave its employes six tons of fur-
keys and three tons of plum pudding at
Christmas. There were several car-
loads.

The Shaker settlement in Florida has
had a prosperous year, and a large
number of the members of the society
in Mount Lebanon. New York, will join

it as soon as buildings can be made
ready for their use.

Department officers in Washington
sometimes get queerly directed letters.
One received by the Second Auditor the
other day was addressed: "The Oner-
ble 2d Orderly Unaided States Dresh-
ury, Washington, D. C."

Boston's police force cost the city last
year $1,533,130, and .Sit."».4T."» additional
for maintaining the signal service. The
amount paid into the city treasury
from fees for licenses over which the
police have supervision was $1,484,565.

The Toronto "Monetary Times" says
of a man Who began business in that
city three years ago and failed last
week: "At that time he had no ex-
perience as a business man, but this
he has since acquired." Who n< \ I 19
the money it does not tell.

The District Commissioners of Wash-
ington have forbidden newsboys to cry
their papers in the streets on Sundays
or after 8 o'clock in the evening on
week days, except that they may cry
"at other necessary hours extra, edi-
tions of the local newspapers on extra-
ordinary occasions." The decision as
to the hour and the occasion seems :o
be left to the discretion of the neWS-
boys.
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Especially the Western World, is q
thickly populated with beer O
drinkers. q

It is clearly important that a
beverage so generally consumed 0
should be without adulteration. q

GILT EDGE is composed of Q
nothing but pure water, hops and p
malt. In all truth and modesty,
there is no better beer in the world, g

G-ilt Edge g
Steam Beer. 0


