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RIOTING IN THE
STREETS OF PRAGUE.

Czechs Continue Tii:?r Attacks on
Germar.s and Jm

Schools, Residences and Restaurants Bom-
barded With Stones.

AllTraffic Suspended and Business

Houses Closed?Twelve Battal-

ions of Infantry and a Squad-

ron of Hussars Called Into Ser-

vice to Quell the Disturbances.

PRAG EE (Bohemia), Dec. I.?There
was a renewal of the rioting here last
evening. The windows of the German
theater, German schools, restaurants,

residences and newspaper offices were
broken into. The troops cleared the
streets. Many people were injured and
a number of arrests made.

There were fresh disturbances here
to-day. The houses of Germans were
bombarded with stones, and a howling
mob which gathered on Wenzel Platz
had to be dispersed by infantry and
cavalry. The university buildings are
threatened by the rioters, and will have

to be protected by large bodies of po-
lice.

Troops have been drafted to Juden-
stadt, owing to the mob threatening to

riot there.
During the afternoon tbe riot incr as-

ed. The synagogue windows were
smashed, and also the windows of the
houses of Jews displaying German trade
signs in several streets of the Jewish
quarter.

Since G o'clock this evening the streets
have been ln-ld by twelve battalions of |
infantry and a squadron of hussars.
All traffic is suspended and business
houses are closed.

In spite of the military, a large Czech
mob made a descent during the even-
ing upon the German Quarter, and plun-

Oered houses and shops in several of!
them. The furniture of a well-known;
Gemma cafS was piled up in the street |
and set on Sre. When a detachment of
troops approached to disperse the riot-
era the soldiers were greeted with a:
\u25a0bower of stones, broken glass and oth-
er missih s. The officer in command or-
dered his troops to prepare to fire, but--
tit the urgent request of a police offieiaJ
the order was not carried into effect. |

Shortly after 9 o'clock a mob at- j
tempted to attack a cartridge factory at j
Zlssbcow, a suburb of Prague on the j
other side of Moldau. The troops sta-
tioned at the factory pound a volley

Into the crowd. Ii is known that at least

two persona were kilb-d outright, and it
is feared that others were killed or
Wounded. The same body of rioters set
fire to a house at Ziszhcow, but the
11am's wrre soon quenched.

In various other parts of the city and
the suburbs windows were smashed and
Get man sign boards demolished.

It is said that the mob was incited by

articles in the Czech newspapers, and
by p false report that the German stu-
di nts had organized an attack ui*jn the
t'z> eh National Theater.

At a late hour threatening crowds
anadS repeated rushes, and an attempt
t.. storm the German newspaper offices
were made, but by 11 o'clock the town
\u25a0was quiet, and the troops had been
Withdrawn, except patrols at threaten-

In Bmlchow, the soiithwest suburb of
Prague, and a thickly populated indus-
trial quarter, at a late hour in the even-
ing, a riotous mob attacked and plun-

dered the German national school. The
rioters fired shots at the police detach-
ment which arrived on the scene to dis-
perse them, whereup >n the command-
ing officer, acting with great prompti-
tud \u25a0, drew his revolver and fired at one
of the ringleaders, the bullet piercing

his arm. Be then arrested the man,

attd the result of this energetic action
was the disposal of the mob without

much further difficulty.

The German gymnasium In the Alt-
saedter-Ring. in the center of the city, ;
was plundered by a mob. which was
finally dispersed by a combined charge

Damage to the amount Of many thou-
sand florins ho -o 'He to German

lug German proprii t rs or p ttrons. No
performance was given at the German

theater to-night.

The constant cry of the rioters was:
"Down with the Germans!'' ' Down with
the Jews!" Ladles venturing on the.
siller were obliged to wear the Slav

%£:;:::.::::
removed by their owners and replaced

with Catch inscriptions. Nobody dates

to
Tne Kinsky palace was plundered of

Its furniture which was thrown through

the windows. heai>ed in the street and!

Bet on fire, the mob preventing the fire
brigade from approaching.

The \Vinzels:>iatz. where the revolu-
tion of lv4s liegan, has been the chief

center of tfie excitement. It Is about

f.\*v yardfl in width and T-~H» yards in

1 ngth, and will hold 100.600 people.
The police and the military have made

809 arrests, and it is reported to-night

that altogether eighty persona lwwr»]
teen injured.

FRENCH CABINET.

The Minister of Justice Resigns

His Office.
PARIS, Dec. 1.-The Cabinet met

this evening. The newspapers ex-
press the belief that all the Ministers
will resign, and that M. Meline. the
present Premier, will undertake to re-
construct the Cabinet.

The feeling among the Deputies was
against the whole Cabinet resigning.

Securities on the Bourse to-day. after
a firm opening, were rather agitated
on the rumors which followed the re-
port of the resignation of the Minister
of Justice, If. Darlaa. In addition, the

assuring. At the dose ot the market
there were signs of beginning of a

reaction. j
his coiieagin s. has persisted ba resign- j
jng the portfolio of Justice, and the!
Prescient has accepted his resignation.'

If. Meline, the Premier, will take the
portfolio of Minister of Justice ad in-
terim.

KENTUCKY DISTILLERS,

Take Action to Reduce the Annual
Output of Whisky.

LOUISVILLE (Ky.), Dec. I.?At a
meeting of the Kentucky Distillers' As-
sociation, called to consider the ques-
tion of restricting production for a term
of three years, a plan was mapped out
to keep down the output 15,000,000 to
20,000,000 gallons yearly. In some
years the production has been over 40.-
--000,000 gallons.

Those present signed an agreement

to accept a fair allotment on the basis
of the capacity, and committees were
appointed to apportion the amount for
each distiller. It was decided that this
must be done, if the trade were to be
preserved from a panic. They also
agreed to work for a lower tax. The
meeting was largely attended.

Negro Politician 111.
SAN ANTONIO (Tex.), Dec. I.?N. W. !

Cuney, the most prominent negro Re- |
publican politicians in the country, and j
for several years the recognized lead-r
of the Republican party in Texas, is at

Loerhem, a health resort north of here,
dangerously ill. His condition is pro-

nounced hopeless, as he is suffering

from a chronic disease. He was Col-
lector of the Port of Galveston under
Harrison, and has led the Texas dele-
gation at every Republican national
convention for the past twelve years.

Crashed Througli a Bridge.
CLEVELAND (O.), Dec. I.?A south-

bound train on the Pittsburg and West-
ern, while running at full speed, jump-

ed the track at Chamblins Cut, and be-
fore it could be stopped had crushed
through the bridge into the stream be-
low. The locomotive and eleven cars
were demolished. The engineer and
fireman jumped.

Three Shipwrecked Sailors.
DUBLIN, Dec. I.?The British steam-

ST Darlington. Captain Dunbar, from
Baltimore November 10th for Limerick, \
has arrived in the Scatter Roads, andl
reports having on board three men be- i
longing to the crew of the American
schooner Mary Ann Mott, which found- 'are*) duiing the night of Nov nib r 16th,

Insurgents Routed.
MADRID. Dec. I.?lt is announced:

in an oflfc ial dispatch from Manila,
capital of the Philippine Islands, that
the Spanish troops have routed a Viand
of insurants, indicting a loss of fifty-

seven men killed, including the insur-
g> nt leader. The S; :in:uids lost six
men killed and had seventy-one
SI oiir.ded.

Cold in the Northwest.
ST. PAUL, Dec. I.?Ordinary ther-

mometers made last night the coldest
Of the season thus far. The official rec- !
ord hero was 7 below zero at 7 a. m.
to-day. At the same hour Moorhead
reported 10, Winnipeg 26 and Huron
14 below.

Gold Output of Cripple Creek.
CRIPPLE CREEK oCol.), Dec. I.?

Th* gold output of the Cripple Creek i
district in November was $1,258,600, th**
I for one month In the history j
of the camp.

Condition of the Treasury.
WASHINGTON, Dec. I?To-day's ;

statement of the condition of the Treas- !
ury shows: Available cash balance,!
1220.603,559; gold reserve, $157,363£5 L j

EX-BANKER SPALDING

SENTENCED TO A TERM IN THE
PENITENTIARY.

Convicted of Embezzling Funds of

the University of Illinois, of

Which He Was Treasurer.

CHICAGO. Dec. 1.--Charles W. Spald-
ing, ex-President of the Globe Savings

Bank, was to-day sentenced to an
indeterminate term in the penitentiary.
He was charged with embezzling funds
Of the University of Illinois, of which

The proceedings in court wevre highly

dramatic. Judge Horton reviewed the

<as" in an elaborate opinion, and one
assertion seemed to unnerve Spalding.

This was when the court said that
Spalding admitted his guilt.

"1 wish." < ried Spalding, when asked
if he had anything to say, "to deny

that I or my counsel ever admitted my
guilt. Eviry dollar I received from the
university has been applied to its ben-
efit. I protest against this unjust ver-
dict, which I feel would not have been
re-turned had your honor permitted cer-
tain facts to be considered by the jury.

tion of intent to commit embezzlement.

thirty years, fifteen of which have
been passed in this community. I
Challenge any man to stand up before
me and say I ever did him a wrong.
Your honor may abriilge my days of
usefulness, but you cannot take from
me the honor of the past."

At this point Spalding's voice failed
ham. and he choked with emotion.

Judue Horton then imposed sentence.
It was announced in behalf of the ex-

l*uikor that an appeal would be taken
to the Supreme Court, pending which he
will tie in the County Jail, where
he luts bean confined since last spring.

The charge of which Spalding was
convicted was the embezzlement of
928,000 of Macoupin credit bonds, the
property of the university. Banker
Spalding made a Stubborn fight. Be-
sides being in Justice courts and before
Masters in Chancery several times, he
twice stood charge of Illegally using
funds intrusted to his Care. The first
time the verdict was not guilty, but

ferent count, the Jury brought In an ad-

lying the dry details of his alleged of-
fense and his self-possession under the
most trying circumstances, combined
to make his case an unusually lateroat*

Under the indeterminate law the con-
victed bank President may lie kept in
prison from one to fifteen years. The
length of sentence above one year rests
with the Board of Prison Commission-
ers.

GOLD-SEEKERS
SWEPT OUT TO SEA.

Anxiety as to the Fate of Twelve
Men on the Sloop Pigeon,

The Boat Was Driven Before a Gale Toward
Pyramid Harbor.

No Tidings Have Since Been Re-

ceived of the Party and It Is

Feared AllMay Have Perished?

Predicted That the Rush for the

Klondike Next Season Will

Eclipse That in 1849 to Cali-

fornia.

SEATTLE, Dec. I.?A. A. Smith,

writing under date of November 22d
from Skaguay, says:

'For the last four days there has

been alarm and anxiety in Skaguay

over the possible fate of twelve men,
who on Tuesday morning, on the sloop
Pigeon, essayed to make the trip

around the point to Talya. The skip-

per lost control of her and he was car-
ried down the canal. The names of
most of the party cannot be learned,
but it is known that Nicholas Furlong,

Tom Dickens, Rene Leprix, Joseph Pal-
mer, C. H. Dennicon and a man named
Lombard were among the number. The
latter is believed to be Milton Lombard
of New York, who was in Skaguay en
route to Dawson City, which point he
had agreed upon a $1,000 wager to
reach without money.

'?It was as impossible for the skip-

per to return to the harbor here as it
was to reach Talya, but, after several
unsuccessful attempts to reach cover, a
landing was made alKvut a mile below
on this side. Here 11. S. Manning of
Chicago and Morse S. Dufßeld of De-
troit disembarked and endeavored to
persuade them to do likewise, but they

refused, believing they would be able
to beat back. When last seen they

were being driven before the gale to-
ward Pyramid Harlior, since which
time no tidings have had of any
of the party."

Writing from Dawson City. M. B.
Thompson of Seattle describes the sit-
uation in Dawson City after it became
known that no boats could get up the
Yukon this year. He says:

"Word came that there would be no
more boats this mall and it caused the
greatest excitement I ever saw, as
there are huge numbers of people with-
out provisions and there are none for
sale. Now there is a big stampede out
of the country. Hundreds of people
are leaving, some going up the river,
some down. Provisions have gone up
to the most fabulous prices. Flour is
worth |2 per pound or $100 a sack.

"Ibelieve this will be the last year
the country will be any good. Next
year there will be such an awful crowd
heie that a man without a claim will
l>e worse off than in Seattle. There are
not over 2-><> good claims in the district,
so far as known. Th< re are about 3,000
men working hr-re tn the mines now.
I'nless there are more rich strikes
found newcomers will simply be disap-

THE RESH TO THE COLD FIELDS.
WASHINGTON, Dec. I.?Consul

Smith at Victoria, in a report to the
State Department, discussed the subject
of the Klondike gold fields. The ad-
vices received at Victoria, he says, in-
dicate that the rash in 1849 to Cali-
fornia and the one to South Africa
will be eclipsed by the gold seekers
headed for the Yukon in the early
months of 1898. Agents from England

Merchants there have secured great

portation companies have made ar-
rangements sufficient to make daily
lines between that port and St. Mi-
chael, Dyea, Skaguay and Fort Wran-

The Chnadtan authorities have made
every possible arrangement for an all-
Canadian route to the gold fields, and
are trying to make it to the interest-of
miners to purchase their outfits in Ca-
nada. This is to be done through tar-
iff laws.

Hon. Clifford Sifton, the Canadian
Minister of the Interior, made a trip
to the Northwest recently, and inti-
mated that the hundred pounds ex-
emption now allowed by the Canadian
Government to the miners would be
abrogated by January Ist, and that
probably everything now bought in
Canada would have to pay duty. He
declined to give any assurance that
tho tax on mining would be reduced
or the "alternate claim outrage" be al-
leviated.

The Consul goes to some extent into
a description of the methods of mining
in Ma«ka gather ail f,v?v. ~~ ,
.ii .rtiri. n.i. k itmnu irom persons who
have returned from there. One man
told him that he regarded Alaska as a
more profitable place for miners to go
than to Canada, owing to the excessive
royalty charged by the Dominion Gov-
ernment, which, it seems, there is no
expectation of having repealed. The
Klondike stratum runs in the direction
Of Alaska, and those men who have
interest in mines there are doing as

IMPENDING DISASTER AT DAW-
SON.

PAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 1.-The Alas-
ka Commercial Company to-day re-
ceived expected letters from j. c. Han-
b n. Assistant Superintendent of the
DaWSOO district of the Yukon region.
Hansen s report states that Impending
disaster at l awson is beyond question.
Bnd that at b-ast 1,000 people will have
a desperate time in escaping actual

Hansen estimates that at the niost
the Supplies at Dawson will suffice to
sustain 3,500 persons until the opening
of the season in the spring. As there
are now about 5,000 people in Dawson,
many without any provisions of their
own, Hansen says it is plain that some
must suffer.

NOT IN DANGER.

The Sailors Now Imprisoned in the
Ice in the Arctic.

TACOMA (Wash), Dec I.?Sailor

Frank Wyckersham has Just returned
from an eight months' whaling trip in
the Arctic Ocean on the steam bark
William Bayliss. His ship was in com-
pany at various times with the eight
whalers now Imprisoned in the ice east
of Point Barrow. Wyckersham de-
clares that the men aboard the ship

are not suffering as is generally sup-
posed. He says: "These vessels carried
a year's supplies. Their men are now
enjoying life and will be perfectly safe
and comfortable until the ice breaks
up next summer, and they will prob-
ably not experience any hardships

then. Should any vessel be crushed
the men can easily get to the other
ships or to shore, which is not more
than a mile away. Having firearms,
they can kill bear, seal and walrus
around the ships, and deer are obtain-
able on land. The native Eskimo lives
on flesh of animals of that region and
if necessary the sailors can do like-
wise."

Wyckersham does not believe that
the cutter Bear will reach the whalers
this winter. He says the Bear was
within fifteen miles when the sailors of
the wrecked whaler Navarch froze to
death on the Floating ice. The sixteen
picked up by the bark Thrasher told
him that saw men walking the
Bear's decks while their companions
were dying. The whalers blame Cap-
tain Whiteside of the Navarch and the
Bear's officers for not making a more
thorough search before steaming off
and leaving the Navarch crew to die.

SUICIDE AT STOCKTON.

A Sufferer From an Incurable Dis-
ease Ends Kis Life.

STOCKTON, Dec. I.?Louss Emile
Rastoin, a French saloonkeeper, was
found dead in bed this morning He
placed a pistol to his mouth and killed
himself about 10 o'clock last night. He
had been a sufferer from Bright's dis-
ease for a long time, and it is sup-
posed that despondency prompted the
act. He frequently of late gave his
friends directions as to what disposition
to make of his body should he be
found dead. He left a will written in
French, in which he stated that his
only heirs were two sons living in
France, to whom he bequeathed his es-
tate, which consists of two valuable
lots and some cash. He was 52 years

ANOTHER PIONEER GONE.

Henry Barnhart, a Wealthy Farm-
er, Dies at Stockton.

STOCKTON, Dec, I.?Henry Barn-
hart, one of the wealthiest of San Joa-
quin farmers and capitalists, died at
9:30 o'clock this morning, at his resi-
dence, at the corner of Hunter and
Acacia streets, after an illness of fif-
teen days. He had been suffering from
kidn'-y trouble.

He came to California in ISIO, and
settled in San Joaquin County in 1552.
He accumulated a large fortune in
farming land, but of late years is said
to have lost eonwid.-rable, as he could
not realize on much of his land. The
estate that he leaves is estimated to be
worth about half a million dollars. His
only neirs are his wife, his daughter,
Mrs. Carry Nieewonger, and his son,
D. C. S. Barnhart of Santa Cruz.

GERMANY AND CHIAN

WILD RUMORS CURRENT AT
BERLIN.

Report That Chinese Have Massa-
cred Two Hundred German

Sailors at Kiaochau Bay.

BERLIN, Dec. I.?All sorts of wild
rumors are current here had al Kiel,
probably based in the main upon the
Bp© eh of Emperor William at the open-
ing of the Reichstag as to the relations
between Germany and China, but most

The "National Zcitung" has con-
firmed the statement of the Emperor
that Germany's only object in the oc-
cupation at Kiaochau is to protect Ger-
man missionaries in China, and the
alarming stories are now taken With
liheral allowances of salt.

A sensation was caused to-day by a
report that the Chinese had massacred
200 German sailors belonging to the
German cruiser Division in Kiaochau
Bay, but there has been no confirmation
of this, while the latest dispatches re-
ceived from Admiral Yon Diederieh.
commander of the Division, which were
dated the afternoon of November 2sth.
make no reference to fighting at Kiao-
chau.

But the "Berliner Tageblatt" is re-
sponsible for the statement that the
additional cruisers are now going to
Kiaochau, bringing the force up to ten
ships, with #,000 men and 12u guns.

The same journal says also that a
force of marines, including the crew
of the Imperial yacht Hohenzollern, is
going to Kiaochau, but there is no
official confirmation of these assertions,
although they are held to indicate that
a permanent occupation is intended, es-
pecially as it is understood that China
does not insist Upon evacuation.

LONDON, Dec. 2.?lt is reported here
in well informed circles that the view«
of the Russian Government have un-
dergone a change as to the situation
at Kiaochau Bay. Seeing the large

force that Germany is assembling there.
Russia is Inclined, with France, to op-
pose tierman action.

A special dispatch from Shanghai

says that nine men have been arrested
lor assisting in the murder of the Ger-
man missionaries.

It is currently reported there that
France, Germany and Russia have en-
tered into a compact for acquisiton of
Chinese territory. Germany taking Han
Tung, Russia taking Corea, and France
taking Fo Kien and Formosa.

The movements of the British and
Japanese fieets are supposed to indicate
suspicion as to the conduct of the other
Towers. Japan objects to a German
occupation of Kiaochau. until China
has paid the war indemnity.

It is understood at Shanghai that

China will propose to refer the whole

matter to the Powers for arbitration.

Dangerous Counterfeit Notes.
WASHINGTON, Dec L?Chief EXasen

of the Secret Service has received a
telesrram from Chicago announcing the
arrest of Frank Holland and Mary sta-
tu noy for making: and passing counter-
feit notes. The fives are on the First
National Bank of Joplin. Mo., and t ns
are silver certificates with Hendricks'
head. Both are cleverly executed, and
are dangerous.

AUTOMATIC
CAR COUPLERS.

Petitions for Extension of Time to
Comply With the Law

Come Up for Hearing Before the Interstate
Commerce Commission.

Representatives of the Roads
Claim That They Are Not at
Present Financially Able to

Comply With the Law, While
Railway Employes Insist Upon

the Couplers Being Immediately

Put Into Use.

WASHINGTON, Dec. I.?The Inter-
state Commerce Commission to-day
opened the hearing of the railroads
which have petitioned for an extension
of the time in which they may comply
with the law of 1893 requiring them to
equip their cars and engines with auto-
matic car couplers, hand rails and
brakes. The representatives or at-
torneys of several hundred railroads,
and also the leading labor organiza-
tions, were present.

John Cowen, one of the receivers of
the Baltimore and Ohio, presented the
general subject to the commission.

Previous to his general presentation,
Chairman Morrison of the commission,
called for the oral argument of the
roads which were completely equipped
under the law, but which had peti-
tioned the commission ior an exten-
sion of time as applied to the case of
other roads which had not complied.

Samuel Hoar, representing the Bos-
ton and Albany, made a brief argument
on this point, to show the utter advan-
tages of traffic which must follow if
the roads which had complied with the
law were compelled to cease hauling
unquipped cars.

Mr. Cowen presented the whole ques-
tion, representing in this issue not the
Baltimore and Ohio, but the Lake Shore
road. The Lake Shore, he said, was
a prosperous road, and had been able
to comply fully with the law, but it
was here, uniting with other roads, in
asking for an extension. The business
of the railroads of the country was
largely a unit, and those roads which
had equipped their cars could not haul
unequipped cars without technically vi-
olating the law.

Mr. Cowen said he was Chairman of a
committee at this hearing, which rep-
resented about 600,000 of the 993,000
freight cars engaged in interstate com-
merce. Of the freight cars of the
country, 44% per cent, were equipped
with car couplers, and 36% per cent,
had the additional air brake attach-
ments.

He offered as the principal reason why

the roads should not fully comply with
the law the industrial depression Slhich
followed the passage of the Act in 1893,
which, he said, had rendered them
financially unable to make the outlay
required by law. He contended that
the law was defective, and Congress
recognized this by giving the commis-
sion power to suspend its operation.

The single question presented to the
commission, he argued, was the meth-
od and extent of extension, because, un-
less an extension was granted, inter-
state commerce must cease. He urged
that the extension be for five years,
with provision for an equipment of one-
fifth of the cars each year, thus work-
ing up to full and complete compliance.

He further said that It would cost
from $40,000,000 to $50,000,000 for the
railroads to comply with the law. This
money roust be earned. If the commis-
sion declined an extension, the roads
would be absolutely unable to equip
their cars out of their own resources.
The cost, he said, must come out of
the employes, if the roads were to be
driven beyond their financial ability.

The percentage of equipped cars for
the control of trains ranged, according
to estimates given by experts present,
fmni 20 to 00 per cent.

P. H. Morrlssey, representing the
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen, the
Railroad Conductors' Association, the
Locomotive Engineers. Locomotive
Firemen land the Association of Rail-
road Telegraphers, followed Mr. Cowen
with a forcible presentation of the at-
titude of the railroad employes toward
the solicited extension.

During the past five years 2.000 rail-
road mon have boon killed annually,
and between 20,000 and 25,000 injure 1.
Of those casualties 00 per cent, were
directly attributed to the new evils this
law was designed to correct. The
slaughter would continue as long as
the present conditions remained. He
thought something should be done with
the roads which had utterly disregarded
the law. He replied rather heatedly
to the intimation of wage reduction
thrown out by Mr. Cowen.

"I Speak in no defiant spirit," said
he. "but T want to say that when the
question of a reduction of wages is pre-
sented to us we will meet it. If the
alternative of reducing wages or the
maiming and death of its members
were presented to the organizations
which I represent, I do not hesitate to
say that they would prefer to go out
and equip the roads themselves."

Mr. Loomis of the New York Central,
whose road has complied fully, as'e 1
for the extension on the ground that
the commission could not contemplate
such an interruption of traffic as must
follow the inability of his and other
roads to haul unequipped cars.

The several roads which had fully
complied, those which had 75 and 100
per cent, of their cars equipped and I
those with between 70 and 75 per cent,

were called, and the representatives cf j
each gave an estimate of the time inj
which the work of complying with the j
law could be completed.

After a brief recess. Julius Rosen- j
dale of Philadelphia, on behalf of him-
self and many eminent divines whom i
he said he represented, and among

whom he mentioned Cardinal Gibbons,
entered a protest against granting any
exttnsion of time.

Samuel Gompers, President of the
Americal Federation of Labor, joined
Mr. Mirrissey's protest against any j
undue extension of the time for com-
pliance with the law.

Mr. Clarke, representing the Chicago

and Greatwestern. said his company
could not afford and had not the facil-
ities to equip the unequipped cars with
couplers Within one year. There were
about 3,000 of to* i ?

"What were the earnings of your rot 1
last year?" asked Commissioner Prouty.

"Over $4,000,000.*'
"Why could not the road apply $60,-

--000 next year to equiping its cars with
couplers?"

"Itwould not be economical," replied

Mr. Clarke.
The railroads whose equipment was

below 50 per cent, were called, and the
counsel of particular roads in any
cases explained the reasons why more
progress had not been made.

Tne hearing to-day closed with a
somewhat sensational exchange be-
tween Mr. Cowen and Mr. Morrissey a 9
to whom the latter represented.

Soon afterward the heating was ad-
journed until to-morrow.

UNION PACIFIC ROAD.

S. H. H. Clark Declines the Presi-
dency.

ST. LOUIS, Dee. I.?Rumors which
! have be. n received ever since the Un-

ion I'acifie was bought in by the Re-
jorganization Committee were set at rest

to-day by the announcement that S. H.
H. Clark had declined the Presidency
of the road.

For some time Mr. Clark refused to
jdeny or confirm the rumors, and every
! effort was made by the management

Ito induce him to accept the position,
jTo-day he announced that his dec ision

' was final.
111-hca'th, due to the heavy work im-

' posed on hint for many years, is the
| reason given for his refusal to accept

l the Presidency. Mr. ('lark severs his
1 connection with tie Union. Pacific, and
I will remain in St. Louis. It is not
jknown whether or not he will return
jto the Missouri Pacific, of which he
; was Vice-President and General .Man-
jager for many years.

THIRTY MEN KILLED.

Fire Damp Explosion in Rhenish
Bavaria.

i KAISKRSLAUTEKN (Rhenish Ba-
! varia), Dec. I.?A fire damp explosion
ihas taken place in the Frankerholz
jcoal mine, near Ilomburg. The bodies
lof thirty killed and forty-five injured

jminers already have been extricated.

' Others are still missing. Ilomburg is
ja fortified town six miles north of

jBeaux Ponts.

Murder in the First Degree.

j PAVFNPORT (la.). Dec. I.?The sec-
| ond trial of Mrs. Christine Behrens,

: charged with the murder of her hus-
; band, Claus Behrens, last July, by glv-
i ing him paris green, so she could get
j his life insurance and marry Henry
;Bennett of Rock Island, 111., ended this
1 evening in a Verdict of murder in the
; first degree. The sentence was fixed

by the jury at life imprisonment at
! hard labor. Bennett is in jail under
iindictment for murder, and will be

jtried at this term of court.

Overdue Steamers Arrive.
| DULUTH (Minn.), Dec. I.?The over-
jdue steamers Blugaria and Amazon ar-
i rived ir port at 1 o'clock this after-
i noon.

Naval Vessels Accepted.

WASHINGTON, Dec. I.?The Secre-
tary of the Navy finally accepted the

J lowa ar.d the Foote to-day.

EVENTS ON THE TURF.

A LARGE CROWD AT THE IN-
GLESIDE TRACK.

Shasta Water Wins the Presidio

Stakes and Sweet Favordale

the Mile Handicap.

SAX FRANCISCO, Dec. I?lt was
lathes' day at Ingleside to-day and the
grand stand was packed with women.
The Presidio stakes for three-year-olds
and a handicap were the features,

Charley Thorpe made his debut on
Caliente in the first race, and was ap-

plauded when he rode by the grand
stand. Mainstay won the first race
handily. Results:

Six furlongs, selling. Mainstay (H.
Martin), even, won; Caliente (Thorpe),
2 to 1. second: Don Fulano (Conley).

10 to 1, third. Time? 1:15%. Decision,

R. Q. Ban, Can't Dance, Una Colorado
and Senator Morrill also ran.

Seven fut longs, two-year-olds. George

Lee (Clawson). 7 to 1. won: Marplot (H.

Martin), :? to 1, second; Morellito (Con-
ley), 1 to .". third. Time?l:29%. Bon-

nie lone. Charles Le Bet, Morano. Roxey

Murphy, Mistleton and Watomba also
ran.

One mile, handicap. Sweet Favordale
(O'Donnell), 10 to 1, won; Ostler Joe
(Piggott), even, second; Double Quick
(Clawson). 2to 1, third. Time?l:4l%.
Mamie Scott, Thelma and Santuzza also
ran.

One and a half miles, hurdle, selling.
Captain Piersal (Murphy), 2 to 1. won:
Our Climate (Owens), 3 to 1, second;
Governor Budd (MartinUS), 10 to 1,

third. Monita, Viking, Malo Diablo,
Mentor, Hyman. Gold Dust and The
Bachelor also ran.

One and an eighth miles, the Presidio
stakes, value $1,000, Shasta Water
(Clawson), 1 to 3, won, Horatio (Pig-

gott). 6 to 3. second; Parthamax
(O'Donnell). coupled with Shasta
Water, third. Time?l:s6%. Personne
and Sly also ran.

One mile, Dolore (Jones'). 7 to 1. won;

Hohenzolkm (Conley), 2 to 1, second;
Lost Girl (Clawson). S to 5, third. Mar-
cte A., Velox and Churfie Reiff also ran.

RESULTS AT PIMLICO.
BALTIMORE, Dec. I.?Results at

Pimlico: Five furlongs. Princess Ind a
won. Lauton second, Dogtown third.

Time?l:o4%
Five furlongs, Continental won. Saga-

city second, High Hoe third. Time ?

1:03%.
One mile. Volley won, The Manxman

second. Bill Ali third. Time?l:4-I',.
Five and a half furlongs. Nearest

wen. General Maceo second. Judge
Wardell third. Time?l:o9.

One mile, Wordsworth won, Debride
second, Landealethird. Time ?1:43%,

SLOAN TO RIDE FOR Wr
ALES.

LONDON. Dec. I.?The "St. James
Gazette" says the Prince of Wales has
engaged Tod Sloan, the American jock-
ey, to ride for him next season.

Japan has 2,000 newspapers.

GOVERNMENT ARMOR
PLATE PLANT.

The Board Appointed Under Author-
ity of Congress

Makes Its Report Through Commodore
Howell, to Secretary Long.

The Cost of a Plant Suitable for
the Making of Naval Armor at

tho Rate of Six Thousaud Tons
Per Annum Estimated at Nearly
Three and Three-Quarter Mil-
lion Dollars.

WASHINGTON, Dee. I.?The board
appointed by authority of Congress to

ascertain the cost of an armor plat<»
plant made its report through Commo-
dore Howell to Secretary Long to day.
The report makes a voluminous dOCtt-

;ment, treating every detail of the pro-
cess oi armor-making essential to a.

jcorrect apprehension of the cost of th>>
plant and of the product. It is also-
accompanied by elaborate plans for the
plant which have bean Verified by Ex-
pert Fritz.

The cost of a plant suitable for the
making of naval armor at the rate
of about 8,000 tons per annum, which
is equal to the capacity of both the

jexisting private plants, is set down as
!about three and three-quarter million

dollars. No revommendati. n is made
I"as to the location Of the plant, but tho.board has accumulated much informa-
< tion as to the merits of various eligible
locations, which may be had by Con-
gress it called for by It.

Secretary Long will not proceed im-
mediately to itake the next step neces-
sary to carry out the wishes of Con-
press, namely, invite proposals by ad-
vertisement for building- such a plant
as that designated for the use of the
Government, it was at first the in-
tention to withhold the report from
Congress until he should be able to in-
clude this information, but he has now
determined to send in the report bjj
soon as Congress assembles, meanwhile
put out the advertisements and notify
Congress of the results later.

It is expected that Congress will be
advised also of the offers made by
both the existing armor-making con-
cerns to sell out to the Government,
and also other large interests to turn
over plants which, while not all like
the specific ations of the board, will per-
mit of alterations into effective plants.

All of this data, it hi expected, will
be very valuable to consideration of the
armor question, but the report of the
board, which may be strengthened by
an md ucement by Secretary Long, will
make it quite evident that the Govern-
ment car not undertake to make its own
armor at the cost named under the
limit to be paid to private Arms in
the last naval appropriation bill.

The Armor Factory Board consists of
Commodore Howell, Captain MoCorm-
ick, Civil Engineer Endieott. Chief En-
gineer Ferry and Lieutenant Fletcher.
Summing up the practicability, neces-
sities, advantages and disadvantages of
the proposed factory, it says:

First?An armor factory comprises
essentially a collection of special fur-
naces, heavy machine tools and appli-
ances that are not needed in any other
class of work, and a class of labor spe-
cially skilled in the- business.

Second?A Government armor factory
jnot rot nected with an establishment
engaged in other branches of the steel

I industry would depend for its success
jand economic administration upon a
jconstant demand for an output Dearly
japproaching its full capacity.

Third?lf the Government should es-
! tablish a factory the efficient and eco-
! nomic maintenance or working of that
] factory would necessarily dep. nd upon
ja constant yearly appropriation for! ships to be provided with armor, be-
i cause the armor produced at any time
imust be Specially designed for and fit-
: ted to those ships. Any failure to ap-

Ipropmvte for those ships in any one
i year Would require the cessation of, work and the laying off indefinitely of
jthe skilled experts of labor that has
jbeen trained to this industry. A re-
! sumption of work at a later period
would require the training at a consid-

! erable c xp. OSS of a new set of men. In
the meantime, the progress of the art

jwould "nave, perhaps, been such that
iradical changes would be required.

The following are estimates for the
jcost, exclusive of land, of a plant ca-; pab'.e of making and furnishing ready
jfor the installment on board ship of
6,000 tons per year of nickel steel, face
jhardened. ivforged armor:
I of £*P't. Estimates.I Open hearth department $541 ill*
jForging and cement shop 1 558 :?;
Bending and tempering shop 446,039; Machine shop 600851IErecting shop ,

94,461
\u25a0 Boiler shop 119,554
iPower plant 134|653;Blacksmith shop oL'!-t4!; Locomotive shop 7.;.T>
: Carpenter shop tJW
iOffice building 15,000
i Chemical laboratory L'.'.e.o
! Physical laboratory 31,000. Railroad tracks and equipment .... Sii.WL!
i 11.11:!
jWater supply, sewerage, etc , 33,2:3

jTotals .-y .$3,747,313.

BIG COAL COMBINE.

River Operators Preparing to Con-
solidate Their Industries.

PITTSBURG. B*ec I.?The biggest
! combination of river coal interests ever

attempted promises to be effected be-
! fore the new year. A committee is

considering the schedules of property

? values as pr sented by the companies

i operating on the river. There is a

\u25a0 slight dissension, but it is not eOftstd-
iered to be sufficient to block the way

: of speedy consolidation.
The scheme, which is stupendous in

; nature, proposes the organization of a
Company with a capitalization of $11.-
--000000. it is to be a huge trust con-

i trollins: the river coal interests from
jLook NO. 5 on the Monongahela River
jto New Orleans.

The primary object of the combina-
tion is to reduce expenses in both min-
ing and shipping. The Pittsburg oper-

iat",-s hope by this mean* to success-
-1 fully compete with the Kanawa River
product.
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