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THE RECORD-UNION.

SCHOONER OLIVE
PECKER TRAGEDY.

Trial of John Anderson for the Mar-
ties cf Mate Saunders.

Begun in the United States Court at Nor-
folk, Virginia.

Members of the Crew Relate the

Story of the Killing of the Cap-

tain and Mate, the Throwing

of Their Bodies Overboard and

the Burning of the Vessel.

NORFOLK fVa.), Dec. 20?The trial
of John Anderson- cook of the schoon-
er Olive Pecker, for the murder of
mate William Wallace Saunders on the
high seas in August last, was begun in

the Federal Court to-day. Anderson is

also under indictment for the murder of

captain Whitman and the burning of

the schooner.
Attorney Mcintosh, for the accused,

in outlining the defense, stated that he
would show that Anderson had been
subjected to unheard of cruelties, and
that the murders were committed in
Self-defense,

Martin Barstad, a Norwegian, a mem-
ber of the schooner's crew, was calu-d
to the stand as the first eye-witness to
the terrible tragedy that will go down
as one of the most dramatic and re-
markable of modern times.

baistad testified that he was at the
wheel duiing the whole affair. He saw
Anderson throw water on the Captain's

di g on the morning of August <>th, the
day of the crime; then he heard the
Captain curse Anderson, after which
followed a noise as of some one fall-
ing. He had supposed the Captain had
struck Anderson, who came up and

asked the mate to protect him. The
mate said: "Go to?, you've got to

die anyway."
Shortly after this Anderson came out

of the Captain's cabin and called the

mate down out of the rigging, and shot

him four times. He summoned all
hands, and made them throw the body

overboard. Then he made them go

down into the cabin and get the body

of the Captain and throw that over-
board, after which he took the crew
down Into the Captain's cabin and gave
th.-m whisky.

The story of the burning of the vessel
under Anderson's orders, and the v.iy-

aae to land in the small boats, varied
little from the published accounts.

John Bind was called to the stand and
told essentially the same story as Bar-

stad. except that he did not see Ander-

acn shoot the mate. Anderson cat. c
U] to him and told him that" he had

killed the Captain, and that the mate

had to go, too. The Witness then went

and called the watch, and while he was
doing this he heard three or four shots

Ota the other side of the vessel. Wit-

ness helped to throw the bodies over-
board, and Anderson, he safd, curs, d

the dead body of the mate. He could
nt State what language he used.

Speaking of the whisky Anderson
pave the crew, Lund said it was only

half a bottle, and no one was drunk.
The Captain and mate-were dea l wh< n

thrown OVerfoomrd. Anderson fired
?three shots when the small boat left

the burring \u25a0choouer, though why he
did so witness could net say.

I.md told how tlv crew drew lots to

see Who should go together, and his lot
fell with that of Anderson. He said
Anderson shot the dog which came
ashore in the boat, and on the way to

Belmont s Id the Captain's watch.
Upon cross-examination Bind said he

heard Anderson, prior to the killing.

?i<k the mate to protect him from the
Captain, and be heard the mate ten
ftaasrson to l*go to?- you will be dead,
anyway." Anderson that morning had
thrown water on the Captain's dog; the
Cantain cursed him in the "worst lan-
guage he had ever heard," and then

'made for h'm." after which Bind
beard a noise as of some one falling,

and presently Anderson came out of the
galley and asked the mate to protect

'Andrew March, another of the

m hooner's crew , testified that he did
U t see the killing of the mate, but
heard Anderson say he bad killed him.
"Witness was in his bunk at the time,

nnd heard Anders- n call the mate down
from aloft. He heard the conversation
between Anderson and the mat-, and
rieard four shots, after which Anders- n

said: "Come out here, boys, and lower
n boat and put me ashore. The Caj -
tain and mate are dead, and I am in
charge of the ship."

On cross-examination, March's testi-

Juan De Dios Barrta! did not see the

shooting but heard the shots. His

Story varied essentially from those of

bis mates. In ferring to his conversa-
tion vtb Vn-le*s(-n after the tragedy,

Barrlal said Anderson took him aside
nnd told him that he fAnderson) was a
murderer, but that he had killed the
Captain and Mate to save their lives,
and before they left the visa el they

\u25a0would all be j'tst as guilty as ho (An-

derson) Barrta! said he urged the

William HorMborottgSh, another »hV
man. was the last witness examined.
Ill*Story did not differ materially from

the otin rs :»nd when he had concluded
his testl Iv c art adjourned until 10

CTVIL SERVICE.

Commissioner of Pensions Before
the Senate Committee.

WASHINGTON, Dec. L"o?Commis-
ploner of Pensions Evans to-day ap-
peared lie fore the Senate Committee
on Civil Service and R< trenehment,
which i« conducting an investigation

Into the operation of the civil "serivce
system

Mr. Brans was questioned at length

1 v S-nators Lodge and Priti hard about
the civil Service system and Its appli-

cation to the pension, mho,, force. He
expressed the opinion that the law did
rot accomplish the results ins MattQSl
insisted that it did. The best men In

his office wen' those who had come in

under the so-called "spoils system."

Tbey did their duty, and expected to

hold their pOSttlOns by to doing.

The Commissioner believed that the
head of the bureau was in the best
qualified position to pass upon the effi-
ciency of a clerk, and that he ought
not to l>e hampered in removing a clerk
for inefficiency. Ifpermitted to do so he
could remove at least 100 clerks from
his office without affecting the effi-
ciency of the force.

He thought it would be desirable to
have a definite tenure of office not ex-
ceeding ten years, so that every year
about 10 per cent, of new blood could
be infused into the force. This would
do away with the abuses resulting from
some clerks remaining in office too long.

The Commissioner thought some re-
form would have to be enacted, or the
country would have the infliction of a
civil pension list. He believed it was
a mistake to include in the classified
service the special examiners, medical
boards, chiefs of divisions, and all oth-
ers receiving salaries exceeding $1,400.

ROBBERY ON A STEAMSHIP.

A Case Containing Three Thousand
Dollars Stolen.

NEW YORK, Dec. L'O? The reported
robbery of some $3,000 in Mexican mon-
ey from the steamer City of Washing-
ton during her last trip from Vera Cruz
to ihis port was confirmed to-day.

The City of Washington belongs to
the New York and Cuba Mail Steamship
Company. A. G. Smith, Secretary of
that company, said to-day: "The City
of Washington reached her pier last
Wednesday morning, and immediately
began discharging her cargo. Among
other things there was a consignment
of 103 cases of Mexican coin for a firm
in London. Etch case represented about
s:;.imn> Mexican money, equal to about
£1,21)0 in our money, and weighed about
L'IMJ pounds. On counting it it was found
that there were only 102 cases. The
only keys to the strong room were in
the hands of Captain Curley and his
first mate, and as no violence had been
used in entering the place, a skeleton
key must have been used."

Italy's New Cabinet.
ROME, Dec. 20.?1n the Chamber of

Deputies to-day the Marquis Di Ru-

dini announced the formation of the
new Cabinet, and debate on the sub-
ject was opened. A vote will be taken
to-morrow. After criticism upon the
opposition of the Ministry, Signor Co-
lombo, former Minister of the Treas-
ury, submitted a resolution of want of
confidence in the new Government, but
the Chamber rejected it by a vote of
200 against IS4.

Costly Fire at Baltimore.
BALTIMORE, Dec. 20.?The estab-

lishment of Crook, Homer & Co.. deal-
ers in plumbers', machinists' and mil-
lers' supplies, occupying a seven-story
building at Howard and Saratoga
streets, was damaged ?4;VMJOO by firs
this evening. The loss lis covered by in-
surance.

EVENTS ON THE TURF.

FAST TIME MADE ON THE

OAKLAND TRACK.

Salvado Makes a New Coast Record

by Running One and One-Six-
teenth Miles in 1:40 ~

SAX FRANCISCO, Dec. 20.?The
feature of the racing at Oakland to-
day was the very fast time made in
the various races during the afternoon,

land which proves that the track across
the bay is the fastest regulation course
in America. Salvado, a horse from the
EDnst, but who was bred in California,
established a new coast record by run-
ning one and one-sixteenth miles in
1:46%, and thus beating the best pre-
vious track record one-half second. St.
Cuthbert, with 110 i-ciiinds in the sad-
dle, captured the Pinkerton handicap

at six furlongs, the distance being run
in 1:13*4, The merit of this perform-
ance can be better appreciated w hen it
is stated that the track record is 1:13.

Five furlong", selling, Irnden (Claw-

| son), 7 to 1, won; Brambclla (Gray), 12
Ito 1, second: Miss Alice (Jones), 4 to 1.
third. Time ?1:02. 1-a Loina, Queen,Bl tz- --, Ahjqrta and Bodacia also ran.

Seven furlongs, selling. Myth (Con-
ley), 3 to 1, won; Fortunate (Jones), 5
to 1, second; B. & W. (Thorpe), 9 to
.">, thirl. Time?l:27%. Song and
Dance, Los Cerrilos and Miss Ross also
ran.

Mile ami a sixteenth, selling. Salvado
(W. Taylor), 2 to 1, won; Bernardillo
(11. Martin), 7 to f». second: Don Oar-
encio (Clawson). 10 to 1, third. Time?

1:46%- Osric 11. aiso ran.
Pinkerton handicap, six furlongs,

two-year-olds. St. Cuthbert (W. Mar-
tin), 5 to 2 won; Torsido (H. Martin), 3
to 1, second; Eddie Jones (Thorpe), 9
to a, third, Time?l:l3U>. Imperious,

San \ eiiado, Castake ar.d Donator also
ran.

Ptre furlongs, selling. Tiger Lily

[<Conl< y), S to .">. won: Morinel (McNich-
iols). 15 to 1, second; Lady Ashley

(Gray), 4 to 1, third. Time?l:ll%.
jHa s- rin. Darechota. Little T. G.. Bon-
Inie lone, Toto and Rose Maid also ran.

one mile, selling. Moylan (W. Mar-
!tin>. 15 to 1, won: Double Quick (Claw-

s' n), to 1. second: Masoero (McDon-
ald). sto 1. third. Coda, Santuzza,
Midas, MoQie It., Walter J. and Argen-

RESULTS AT NEW ORLEANS.
NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 20.? The track

was good. Results:
Six furlongs, Dudley E. won. Mr.

Hunt second. Balance All third. Time?

BiS furlongs, selling, French Gray
won, Poutet Oantet second, Oypceiver
third. Time?l:lß.

Mile and twenty yards, selling. His
Brother won, Elktna second. Jolly Son
third. Time?l:4B.

Mile and twenty yards, selling, Maz-
larine w< n, Clarinda second. What Next
: third. Time?l:47.
t aye mi ?. at 'ing Discount wen. Rush-

fi 1 second. Miss Young third. Time
j?1:401 <vWESTERN TURF CONGRESS.

CINCINNATI, Dee. 20.?The West-
-1 en) Turf Congress met here to-day.
[with all the Clubs represented, save the

Washington Bark. Detroit and Pacific
jCoast. During the season ail the

? bom s. horsemen and officials that
ineel lit Pimlieo dining the first four
days ef this month in violation of the
rule Which prohibits racing in the north

> nfter Deember Ist were reinstated.
i The rates were changed to permit cities
of 200,000 people to offer ?".*io purses

» I:lslead Of $300.

DR. ZERTUCHA HAS
BEEN REWARDED.

The Betrayer of General Maceo
Given a Political Place.

Has Received the Appointment of Mayor of
Bejucai, Havana Province.

Havana Newspapers Comment
With Sorrowful Utterance

Upon the Death of Lieutenant-

Colonel Ruiz at the Hands ot

Cuban Insurgents.

HAVANA, Dec. 20?Dr. Zertucha,

who was the physician of the late Gen-
eral Maceo, has been appointed Mayor

of Bejucai, this province.

Zertucha has belonged in his day to

all the political parties in Cuba. At
one time he was a bandit in the Vuelta
Abajo, and his record was very dis-
creditable. It was quite inexplicable
to the friends of Maceo that he kept the
physician on his staff for so long a
period, notwithstanding the warnings
given him. Maceo used to say that Zer-
tucha s fault was his drinking habit.

At the time the famous Cuban com-
mandt r was killed Zertucdm was charg-

ed with leading him and his party into
the fatal ambush, but he issued a long

statement, in which he tried to show-
that Maceo met his death in battle in

the usual way. Zertucha also bitterly

assailed the honor of the Cuban lead-
ers.

After the killing of Maceo the dis-
honored physician was allowed to go
free by the Spaniards, and it was said,
and generally believed, that his pock-

ets were well lined with Spanish gold.

THE DEATH OF COLONEL RUIZ.
HAVANA. Dec. 20.?The local news-

paper comment to-day upon the death
of Li-'Utenant-Colonel Ruiz, the sorrow-
ful utterances reflecting the sentiment
of the general public.

"El Diario De La Marina" relates the
fact that at the end of the ten years'
war the rebels resorted to the same
proceedings a few days before the peace
of Zanjon.

"La Lucha" says the fate of Ruiz was
"A misfortune to haste."

The "Official Gazette" has at last
published the autonomy deciees.

A larger attended mass meeting of
Conservatives, with delegates from va-
lious parts of the island, was held this
evening, convened byta circular issued
by the Marqujs De Apesteguia, leader
of lh<- Spanish Conservative party. The
circular said the Conservatives expect
and demand only justice from the Gov-
ern m* nt.

Yesterday at Regis, a suburb of Ha-
vana, there was a sensational buil fight,

in which girl fighters from Spain en-
tered the ring and killed the bulls like
regular professionals. They were great-
ly applauded.

MADRID, Dec, "o.? OfTicial dispatch-

es from Havana confirm the resuit of
the execution of Lieutenant-Colonel
Ruiz. The Queen Regent has cabled
an expression of sympathy to the fam-
ilyof the dead officer.
It is alleged that the insurgent chief

Nestor Aranguren has had seventy in-
surgents shot because they offered to
make submission.

AMERICAN CONGREGATION.

Society to Assist Needy Jews in
Jerusalem and Palestine.

ALBANY (N. V.), Dec. 20?A certifi-
cate of incorporation was filed to-day

with the Secretary of State by "The
American Congregation, the- Pride of
Jerusalem." Its principal headquarters
are to be in New York City, and it is
intended to carry on operations
throughout the United States and Can-
ada.

The object of the organization is to
aid and assist Indigent and needy Jews
of all nationalities resident in Jerusa-
lem and Palestine by means of dues,
donations and collections from recep-
tacles b-aiingthe Hebrew words. "Rab-
bi Meyer Ball Ha Ness,** or an abbre-
viation thereof, "Rambahn." These re-
ceptacles are to be placed in the homes
of Jews throughout the United States
and Cannda and in the synagogues.
The money is to be forwarded to the
main organization in Jerusalem, called
KoUei American Tiphereth Jerusalem,
and under the sunerivison of Rabbi
Joshua L. Disuiu and the United States
Consul in Jerusalem.

It is also proposed to encourage and
aid the so-called Zionistie movement,
and to support, furnish and equip pil-
grims and pilgrimages from the United
States to Jerusalem and Palestine in
connection with that movement.

POPE IN EXCELLENT HEALTH.

Bishop Emard Describes His Visit
to the Vatican.

NEW YORK. Dec. 20? Bishop Emard
cf Valleyneid, Province of Quebec, who
arrived hero on the La Norrnandie from
Havre to-day, described his visit to
Pope Leo.

"The Pope is in excellent health." he
raid. "I had an audience of an hour
and ten minutes with him, and his vi-
vacity was as great as ever. He asked
questions Incessantly. He seems to
know everybody everywhere, and fol-
lows the e\ <Dts of the world with avid-
ity."

if the Pope discussed with Bishop
Emard the Manitoba school question
and other QUestiona affecting the State
and church in Canada, the Bit-hop was
careful not to reveal the fact.

LEWIS LELAND DEAD.

Was One of the Family of Famous
Hotel Men of That Name.

NEW YORK, Dee. 20? Lewis Leland,
DC of the family of famous hotel men

Of that name, died [n this city to-day.

aged 65. He and his brothers have
1 bj among the most prominent hotel
men in the United states. Bis last
active management of a hotel was i:i

connection with the Stuitevant House
in this city. from which he retired alx-tit
seven years ago. With his brother. C.
S. Leland, lie managed the old St.

Charles Hotel, one of the famous
Broadway hotels in earli.-r days. The
Leland Hotel m Chicago, still in exis-

tence under that name, was one of the

best-known of the Lelands' enterprise*,
as is the Leland at Springfield, Ills.

MOORHXAD TRAIN ROBBERS.

Chicago Authorities Believe They

Have Them Located.
CHICAGO, Dec. 20.?1t is believed by

the authorities that they have local, d
the robbers who held up a Northern

Pacific train near Moorhead in October,

and one of the alleged nobbers is now in
the County Jail in this city. It is re-
p rted that he woik> d it; Moorhead long
enough to familiarize himself with the
situation, and to engage the help of
some local men, who, however, weak-
ened later. It is reported that the pris-
oner has made a complete confession,

but the authorities will not talk.

PANIC IN A RAILWAY CAR.

Caused by the Explosion of Two
Boxes of Celluloid Combs.

NEW YORK, Dec. 20.?Two paste-

board boxes filled with celluloid combfl
came in contact with the steam pipe

of a car on the Seventh-avenue elevat-
ed railway to-day. and exploded with
great force while the train was stand-
ing at a station. Two men were hurt
by the explosion, and three women j
fainted. There was a panic on the i
car, but the fact that when the accl- j
dent occurred the train was stationary 'and the gates were opened operated to !
avoid disastrous results. The car was

wrecked.

An Insane Patient Ends His Life.
CHICAGO, Dec. 20.?John Hogan, a

patient at the Cook County insane

Asylum at Dunning, and a brother of
the widely known sporting man, Ma-
lachai Hogan. committed suicide last
night la a peculiar manner. He eluded
the vigilance of the guards, and. going

to the bathroom, picked up a dust pan

and drew the ragged edge of it across
his throat, severing the wind pipe and
veins of his throat.

Visible Supply of Grain.

NEW YORK, Dec. 20.?The statement
of the visible supply of grain in store

and afloat Saturday, December ISth.
us compiled by the New York Produce
Exchange, is as follows: Wheat, 35,-
--565,000 bushels: increase. 21.000 bush-
els. Corn, 38,389,000 bushels; decrease,
2,142.000 bushels. Oats, 14,202.000
bushels; increase, 32;000 buph-is. Rye, |
8,645.000 bushels; deer as-, 36,000 bush-
els. Parley. 4,005,000 bushels; decrease, ;
2.8071110 busJtels.

Cold Spell in Colorado.. DENVER. Dec. 20.?The oldest In-
habitant can hardly recall a cold spell j
in this vicinity that continued longer;
than the one which last Wed- j
nesday. The minimum temperature

la Denver during the twenty-four hours j
ending at 8 a. m. to-day was two do- I
grees below zero, and the record at 8
a. m. was the same. In Pueblo the
minimum was two degrees lower than
in Denver.

Her Shaft BroTte.
LIVERPOOL, Dec. 20.?The British

steamer Floridian, Captain Bullock,

from New Orleans on December Ist for;
this port, hap arrived here and reports

bavins; passed on December 10th, ml
latitude 50 and longitude 22, the Brit- j
ish steamer Appomatox, from London

December Sth for Newport News. Tfce
Appomatox signaled that her shaft was!
broken. The British steamer Virginian

was preparing to take the Appomatox

in tow.

Willful Murder.
LONDON. Dec. 20.?At the inquest,

to-day over the remains of Actor Ter-
riss the Coroner's jury rendered a ver-
dict ofwillful murder. The crowd pres-
ent at the inquest included many act-
ors. The accused man was absent. The
evidence was a repetition of the stories
when Prince was arraigned at the Bow-
street Police Court.

Life Imprisonment.
BARBOURVILDE (Ky.), Dec. 20 ?

Isom Lawson, the eightoen-year-old
boy w.io murdered his father in Brush
Creek, this county, was given a life
sentence this afternoon. Lawson killed
his parent, a minister, by striking him;
on the head with a hoe because the
father corrected him for some mis- j
demeanor.

Weavers on a Strike.
YORK. Deo. 20.?The we avera

at the German looms in the William
Strang Company mills, at Paterson. N.:
J.. are on a strike against a reduction
of wages. Fifty broad silk weavers in
the employ "f the Medina; Manufactur- j
ing Company, at Patterson, went on a
strike to-day for an Increase in wages
of 10 per cent.

An Ex-Supreme Conrt Justice 111.
BUFPAIX), Dec. 20.?Hon. Charles

Daniels, who for twenty-eight years:
serve.] on the Bunseine Conrt bench,
and fi'so represented the Thirty-third

< '(vnTreFPional District, was stricken j
with paralysis this aftemOOtt His doc-
tors ray his death is only a question of;
a short time.

Funeral of Daudet.
PARIS. Pee. 20.?The funeral of Al-

phonse Daudet. who died suddenly |
Thursday, was largely attended to-day.

Emlle Zola, who attended the funeral,
was hooted owing to his support of the
efforts made hy the friends of Alexan-
der Dreyfus to bring about a reopen-
ing of his case.

Wages to be Reduced.

StJNCOCK (N. H.v Dec, 20.?Notices
have been posted at the cotton mills of
a reduction of wages of about 10 per
cent. January Ist. The rut will affect
aupertntendents and overseers and all
employes, inoiudinc nearly I.aOO opera-
tives. The monthly pay roll amounts
to about 127,000. It Is probable that
the cut will be accepted.

Non-Catholic Marriages.

LIMA(Peru), via Galveston. Dee. 20.
?It Is understood th.-vf President Pier-
ola will promulgate the new law as to
bon-Catholic marriages, but P<>nor Ale- j
jandro Lopez de Romano, Minister of
the Interior, win resign.

Ebanks Must Hang.
WASHINGTON, Dor. 20.?The Su-

preme Court of the dotted States to-
day affirmed the decfeion of the lower
court in the case of J. 3. Kbanks. a
convicted murderer of California bas-
ing its decision on the Durrant case.

THE COLD WAVE
WAS GENERAL.

Severe Frosts in Nearly A!! Sec-
tions cf the State.

The Thermometer in Places Goes Down to
Twenty-Four Degrees.

A Sharp Freeze in the Santa Clara

Valley, Ice Forming a Quarter

of au Inch. Thick?No Serious
Damage to Crops Reported,

While Fruit Men in Some Sec-

tions Consider the Cold Snap a

Benefit.

SAN JOSE, Dec. 20.?Last night was
the coldest of the season here, and ther-
mometera in some locations make the
temperature the lowest since the winter
of 1893-94. The thermometers about
San Jose were from 29 dov\n to 24,
some reports even lower. Probably

the more accurate instruments give no
lower than 2b.

There was a severe frost and sharp*

freeze over the entire valley. No se-
rious harm was done, as there was no
crop out to be injured. A few late
grapes, usually destroyed long before
this by rain, may be injured and even
frozen in the vailey. In the foothills
they were not hurt, but these grapes
were merely scattering bunches left in
picking. Ice formed in places one-
quarter of an inch thick.

ORANGES ARE SAFE.
SAN BERNARDINO, Dec. 20?Re-

ports from the orange growing districts
show that the danger line of frost la.st
n.ght was approached, but that little or
no damage has been done to the orange

crop. At Highlands the thermometer
fell to 28 above, and on the Colton
bench to 27. The crops at Redlands
and the Mission were practically safe.
The lowest point was reached at about
ii o'clock this morning, and only con-
tinued for a short time.

NO DAMAGE AT RIVERSIDE.
RIVERSIDE (Cal ). Dec. 20.?East

night was the coldest by at least two
degrees experienced here this season.
The thermometer kept well up until 5
a. m., when it rapidly fell about two
degrees. At sa, m. the glass regis-

tered 28 to -.)'(., according to the loca-
tion, and at 0 a, m. these figures were
down two to three points. Fruit in low
ground was damaged somewhat, but on
the higher ground there was no dam-
age, for the danger point did not last
long enough. Orange growers were
alert, and smudges were made use of
with good result all over the valley.

Actual testfl show that the temperMrsra.

was increased at least two degrees by

such means.
MOUNTAINS WHITE WITH SNOW.

SAN DIEGO, Dec. 20.?The weather
in San Diego has been unusually cold
the past two days, but was warmer
last night than Saturday night. The
mercury went down to 88 Saturday

night and there was a little frost, but
no damage has been reported anywhere

in the county. Forty-three was the
lowest temperature here last night, and
clouds prevented frost in valleys. The

mountains are white with snow, which
is six baches deep on Cuyamaca Peak,

where the temperature went down to

2 above zero Saturday night, but reg-

istered above last night.

A BENEFIT TO FRUIT TREES.
STOCKTON. Dec. 20. ? The heavy

frost of the laist several nights is re-

ported to have done no particular dam-
age in this vicinity. As far as grain

Is concerned, it will delay the seeding,

but otherwise will do no injury. The
fruit men say it is really a benefit to
them, inasmuch as it kills parasitical
life, and also delays the blossoming of
the trees, so that when they do bear

the heavy frost of the season will be
practically over.

SF.VERE FROST AT FRESNO.
FRESNO, Dec;. 20.?The frost here

last night was the most severe but one
that has been experienced in Fresno
in the month of December for the last

ten years, in December, 1805, the mer-

i ury stood 26 degrees above, and it fell
to that figure last night. Up to this
time no damage had been done by frost
to citrus fruits, but last evening the
ripe fruit was damaged, if not ruined.
In anticipation of the cold snap, many

orchardists plucked their pie fruit yes-
terday.

SOME DAMAGE DOWN SOUTH.
LOS ANGELES, Dec. 20.?During the

past three days there lias been a heavy

frost throughout Southern California.
Considerable damage has lx>rn done, but
it is not possible to ascertain to what
extent at the present time.

The Pomona cotrespondent of the
"Express" says but little damage has
been done in thet section.

IN VICLNITY OF ONTARIO.
ONTARIO, Dee. 20. ? It is believed

here that last night's froist did not do
much damage to the orange crop. The
crop in outside districts was damaged
some, especially where the trees were
exposed.

LOW TEMPERATURE AT RED-
LANDS.

REDLANDS, Dec. 20. ? The lowest
tie miometer reading in Smiiey Hights

was .".1 degrees. Some exposed parts
of Redlands went down to 24 degrees.

Orchardists generally report 27 and 28
degrees. Most orchardists to-day
Claimed that navels are uninjured, but
that Mediterranean sweets are hurt
some. To-night promises to be about
as cold as last night.

ASSAULT TO COMMIT MURDER.

Two Prominent Fresno Citizens
Placed Under Arrest.

FRESNO, Deo. L'O.-Geonro A. and
Bdv ard L. Arnold wore arrested to-day

to answer to a charge of assault to
commit rnurd'r upon Ed. L. Palmer.

All the parties are prominent and
wealthy citizens of this county. Palmer
was building a fence across a piece of
land over which he and the Arnolds
bare had some dispute, and George
Arnold ordered him to stop. Words
fc4 \u25bawed, and Arnold went fcr his
brother Edward. George returned

armed with a hatchet and Edward with
a pistol. 'Palmer did not know of their coming
until a b> stand* r cried for him to
look out. He turned just in time to
see George Arnold throw the hatchet
at his head. He had no time to dodge,

Jbttt thn w up his hands to ward off the
? blow. The hatchet cut off three of his

' fingers. Had he not turned he would

I have been killed.
Paimer brought suit to-day against

jGeorge Arnold for jll.tK-o damages,
alleged to ha\e been, received in the ad-
venture.

George Arnold !s Justice of the Peace
at Huron, and a man of property and

Istanding in the community.

BRITISH GUNBOAT DARIUS.

Arrives at San Diego En Route to
Esquimau.

j SAN DIEGO, Dec. 20.?The British
jgunboat Darius arrived this morning

Jfrom Ccquimbo, with all well on board.
I She stopped at Callao, Acapulco and

San Jose de Guatemala, and. after coal-
| ing, leaves for Esquimau Wednesday,
j From the reports of her officers, the
British squadron on this coast will be
largely increased very soon. Com-

; maader Fleet says that within the

' next fifteen days the cruiser Eeander,
! -l.Mii') tons, Is due here on her way.north, and is accompanied by the tor-
; pedo destroyer Virago. The Phaeton

is also on her way from England to
iEsquimau, and should reach here in

' about two months, accompanied by an-
\u25a0 other toipedo destroyer.

FIRE AT SANGER.

A Box Factory Burned to the
Ground.

FRESNO, Dec. 20.?Last evening fire
Ibroke out in the cellar of the box fac-

! Tory of the Sanger Lumber Company

?at Sanger, about fifteen miles from

' here. In a few minutes the building
was in flames. An alarm was inime-

idiateiy turned in, and the efforts of all
iwho could be secured were turned to
jsaving the other buildings of the com-
pany. Fortunately there was no wind,

!and these other buildings were saved.
The box factory was burned to the
ground. It contained r>o,o<)o feet of
lumber. The loss was about $1."»,000.
The property was partially insured.

COOPER SENTENCED.

Judge Cook Gives Him Three Years
at San Quentin.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec 20.?'?Sir"
Harry WestWOOd Cooper was before
Judge Cook to-day for sentence on a
charge of uttering and passing a fie-

]titious check. Before fixing the pen-
alty of the law his honor considered

!the appeal taken in the case, and, fin-
jally, overruled it. In his remarks be
congratulated the defendant upon the

jable manner in which Attorney French
had conducted the case, after which he, sentenced the prisoner to three years in

ISan Qoentin.

Chard Given Six Months in Jail.

I SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 20.?James
W Chard was to-day sentenced by

iJudge De Haven to six months' con-
teaaaajpt in the Alameda County Jail.

IChard was formerly employed in the
IPostofP.ee, and falsified papers as to the
moneys paid by newspaper publishers

| for postages. Chard pleaded guilty to
the charge of falsifying returns, and

Ithe cns--.e of embezzlement was not
jpressed against him.

OF IMPORTANCE TO BANKERS.

A DECISION RENDERED BY SU-
PERIOR JUDGE SEAWELL.

The Crocker-Woolworth Bank En-

titled to Recover Amount Paid

Upon a Raised Draft.

PAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 20.?Superior
Judge Seawell to-day decided that the
Crocker-Wootworth Bank of this city

is entitled to recover the 122,000 which
it paid to the Nevada Bank two years

ago upon the draft so skillfullyraised
and negotiated by a gang of Eastern
forgers, which Bent Carl Becker and
.lames Creegan to the State Prison for

life.
About December 8. 1895, one A. H.

Dean, now better known as Frank
Slevers, obtained from the Bank of
Woodland, in Yolo County, a draft for

$12 upon the Crocker-Woolworth Bank,

its agent in this city. The check was
regularly drawn and signed by C. F.
Thomas, the cashier of the Bank of
Woodland.

Dean came to San Francisco and
turned the check over to his confeder-
ates, Becker and Creegan, and after a
few days' labor it was raised by the
"prince of forgers" to $22,000. So
skillfullywas the work done that when
Dean opened a deposit account with
the Nevada Bank and put in his check
he was duly credited on the books with
$22,000. This was on the 13th of De-
cember.

On the 17th the Nevada Bank sent
the check to the Crocker-Woolworth
Bank, through the clearing-house, and
the latter bank honored the check and
paid the money. On. the ISth Dean
drew from the Nevada Bank $20,00U
and absconded. Hie; subsequent arrest

and tho.se of Becker, Creegan and Mc-
Closkey are matters of history.

The Bank of Woodland had a credit
balance with the Crocker-Woolworth
Bank of over and above the $22,000
paid. It was accustomed to settle by

two semi-monthly statements, one on
the Ist and the other on the 15th of

the month. In this case, however, the
Ist of January being a holiday, the

Crocker- Wool worth Bank did not for-
v mi its statement to Woodland until
the 2d. Then on the 4th it received
advices of the forgery.

An immediate demand was made up-
on the Nevada Bank by the Crocker-
Woolworth Bank for a return of the
$22,000, less $12, for which amount the
draft was given. The Nevada Bank,
however, denied liability, though it of-
fered, and still offers, to return the
$2,000 which is still held in hand, the
undrawn balance of the $22,000. The
Crocker-Woolworth Bank filed suit, and
a latter liti then ensued. The
case was heard before Judge. Seawell.
taken under advisement, briefs filed,
and to-day his honor filed his opinion,
awarding the plaintiff bank the full
amount claimed.

One thing about a bicycle, it doesn't
care who rides it.

BRITISH PRESS
MUCH DISTURBED.

Jealous of the Movements of Russia
and Germany In Gnina.

Assert That They Have the Two Most Im-
portant Strategical Positions.

The Story That Prfnce> Henry is
Going to Samoa and Hawaii,
This Creating a hlenacing Situ?
ation for the United States,

Ridiculed in Washington Oni-
cial Circles.

LONDON, Dec, 20.?An unconfirmed
report ia current he:e that pan of the?
British far Eastern squadron will bo
stationed at Wei iiai Wei this Winter.
If true, this indicates that Great Bri-
tain Ls working in harmony with Jo.-

--'
pan. The latter Power still occupies
Wei Hal Wei, pending pa>ment of the
Chinese- war indemnity.

The evening newspapers are mac*
(disturbed over the situation. "What
do we get?" is the burden of their eonir

Iplaint, and they all insist upon the ne-
cessity for immediate action,

i The "Globe" says: "Russia and Ger-
many now haw the two most Important

Istrategic positions in Northern China,
and Great Britain, whose commercial
interests there are ten times greater,

imust be content with the crumbs from
the St. Petersburg and Berlin tables."

The "Pall Mall Gazette" re-echoes the
"Standard's" inquiry as to ftmarks *\u25a0

; attitude, and adds: "Of course the
'. partition of the coast which is bound,

ito come will not be confined to Buss it.

jand Germany. Every State in the
jworld is actively concerned in the dis-
jturbance of the equilibrium in the far
East. Great Britain, France and Ger-
many especially. But the United States
cannot be taken as a quantity to be
Ignored. The tame acquiescence with
which the seizures are made is not; worthy our report and is fatal to our fu-
ture. We may remark that we shall
not be without sympathizers, as the
Jat>anese will most joyfully back any
scheme to resist the bitter humiliation

ithey have suffered at the hands of
Russia. Advie.s from Paris show that
PVance Is awaiting Great Britain's ac-
tion. If Great Britain follows the lead
of Russia and Germany, and occupies

! a seaport, France will forthwith fol-
': low suit."
i The officers of the Chinese Embassy

here do not conceal the belief that the
Powers intend to seize Chinese ports.
They denied the report that Great Hi i-

,tain has teen asked to resume a pio-
Mi ,a.*»<,ver fie Yank Tse Valley and

the West River.
RUSSIAN OCCUPATION OP PORT

ARTHUR.
BERETN. Dec. 20.?The Paris corre-

spondent Of the "Cologne Gazette" tele-
I graphs that paper that he learns on
ireliable authority that the Russian oc-
: cupation of Port Arthur was connect'
!ed with the visit there of the British
jwarship Daphne a we. k ago, when in
jspite of the protests of the Chines- 1, the
iDaphne entered the inner harbor, al-
i legedly to ascertain whether there
I were Russian ships there. China com-
iplained of the incident to the repre-

sentatives of the Powers at Pekin. The
jBritish far Eastern squadron is said to
be at Talicmoan, and according to the

Icorrespondent quoted, is shortly ex-
jpected at Port Arthur.
I The "Cologne Gazette" regards the
Ioccupation as merely a continuance of

the co-operation of Germany with Rus-
sia in Eastern Asia.
j ST. PETERSBURG, Dec. 20?The
; "Novosti" declares the occupation of
; Port Arthur has nothing political be*
; hind it. adding: "It must be a mat-
; ter of indifference to the Powers who
are not planning seizures of Chinese
territory as to which point the Russian
squadron chooses for its winter sta-

jtion."
LONDON. Dec 21.?A dispatch to the: "Daily Mail" from Shanghai says the

report that Russia has seized Port Ar-
thur is entirely untrue,

j PRINCE HENRY AT OSBORNE.
OSBORNE (Isle of Wight), Dec. 20.?

' Prince Henry' of Prussia slept at Os-

I borne, after visiting the Queen, and re-
! turned on board the German cruiser
:Deutschland at 10:30 this morning. If
the weather permits coaling, the Prince
WIU resume his journey to China to-
morrow morning.

THE STORY RIDICULED,

i WASHINGTON, Dec. 20.?The asser-
tion that the German commander

: Prince Henry will go to Samoa and Ha-

| wait, thus creating a menacing situa-
tion for the United States, are ridi-

culed in all official quarters here.
When the reports were called to the

attention of the German representatives
they laughed heartily at the Idea of a
German diversion against Samoa 0T
Hawaii. Nothing of this kind has ever
been considered.
j The German fleet will go to China via
| the Suez canal, and its destination is
| Kiaochau Bay. Germany, the United

' States and Creat Britain are partus

jto a tripartite for the Government of
Samoa, and although the plan has not

i proved satisfactory, there has bean no
recent friction and at no time a COndl-

-1 tion which would call for a naval de-
I tnand. Germany has taken nr> tatter-
-1 est in the annexation of the Hawaiian
jIslands to the United States, and her
i only interests there are those of the

3.400 German citizens who form a con-
; siderable part of the wealthy sugar
jplanting community.

A Murderer Commits Suicide.
ST. JOSEPH (Mo ). Dec. 20.?Jack

McCune, a gambler who killed William
M. Albin on the morning of August

6th. committed suicide in the County

Jail this morning by taking morphine.

McCune had frequently said that he

would never be tried for the crime.

A Bullet Through His Heart.
SYRACUSE IN. V.), Dec. 20.?Peter

S. McMahon of Albany, crazed by ci-
garette smoking, committed suicide
here to-day. McMahon stood in front
of a mirror and fired a bullet through

his heart. He was about 20 years old.

Family Reading.
Too much care cannot be taken with read-
ins; matter admitted to the home circle.

The Daily Paper
Is ths great educator of the present time.
See that it is a clean one.


