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THE SITUATION
IN THE FAR EAST.

Absorbing Topic in Diplomatic Cir-
cles z\

No Further Talk of the United States as a
Factor in the Contest.

This Government Will Go No Far-

ther Than to Protect American

Interests at Treaty Ports in

China Unless the Scramble for

Chinese Territory Goes to the

Extent of the Extinction of the

Empire and Its Absorption by

Foreign Nations.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 29.?The rapid

movement of events in the far Bast

continues to be an absorbing topic in

diplomatic circles here, particularly at

the Embassies and Legations of the
powers which are aligning for an ap-

parent struggle for Chinese territory.

There is no further talk of the j
Dinted States as a possible factor InI
the contest, as the recent understand-
ing at a Cabinet meeting is accepted;
us removing this Government from the j
held of controversy.

At the same time an eminent author- j
ity on international affairs said to-uay

that a .situation might develop when

the United Slates would be called anon
to go much further than protect Amer-

lean interests at the treaty ports in

China, This situation would come, he
said, if the scramble for Chinese tern- j
tory went to the extent of the extinc- j
\ion of China and the complete absorp- j
tion of the old empire by foreign, na-

tions.
Sucn was the apparent drift of thej

present movement, he said, and if it!
became a reality a condition would
arise similar to the extermination of;
Poland. Poland had a pre-;

tion winch the United States in com- j
mon with all the nations of the world
mast take cognizance of. Until this

final movement occurred, however, it
was piain that the United States had i
no interest in the fencing of European

nations and Japan for coaling stations

and ports on the Asiatic coast.

In the meantime, however, the diplo-I
mats are mu<h concerned in the move-
ments of their respective Governments.

A leading Japanese diplomat said to-

tv: -1 do not look at the question
involvingthe partition of China, and

no event has occurred thus far to in-j
dicate that China is able to be dO. id«d j
among the powers. The only tangible j
fact is that Germany has occupied Kiao |
Chau Bay, and Russia.has a fleet at

Port Arthur.
"But Germany's action was taken to

collect an indemnity for an indignity

to German missionaries, just as she
forced indemnity from Hayti. Beyond

tli \u25a0 Germany may seek to establish a
naval station at Kiao Chau. and thus'
have a naval base of operations on.

"But that does not Involve the taking

of lay considerable portion of Chinese
territory, and it is yet to be shown

that Germany will take mere than a
< o.u-t port and such land Immediately
adjacent as to give the port proper fa-
cilitys.

"If v comes to taking territory, the
coarse ot China must not be overlook-
ed. While china is weak from a mili-
tary and naval standpoint, yet she has

an enormous number of men ready to

take the field, while the entire force
of Germans at Kiao Chau cannot ex-
ceed a few thousand men. F.ven a
weak nation is strong in >l"fending its
own tcrritorv.

"There are reports that Japan would
aid China in an extremity, but there
is nothing tb that. Japan, doubtless,

will act alone if there is :.ay reason
for acting at aIL Thus far, however,
I know of no steps that Japan has

taken or cont* mpiat\u25a0 I toward taking

afOS is that she .-. i 1i mam independ-
ent and a BStttrSl otM :\-r. Her posi-

tion will be mv h stronger by such a

As an obseiv r. it she SSM that the
partition of China is at hand, doubt-
],.<s she would h.i\- some part to take,
but for the present th«*re is no evidence
that such an cmersr r.ey is near."

Another Japanese diplomat said: "All
the powers have known for the last
y -ar thai a secret treaty was made I
last year betwesa Russia and China.
by which Russia was to have the right

to winter her Bast at Port Arthur. For
That reason the pn s< n< ?of the Russian
r ? I at Port Arthur does not lead other
nations to fear that Russia has begun

a movement of territorial aggression

Oil China. On the contrary, Russia and
China are nearer together than any
other two nations in the present con-
test, and if China is to get any outside
relief it will come from Russia It la
quite plain, from recent events, that
Ru~s. i lias not »rot n adv vet to have
China partitioned, and until Russia is
Ti ady for that step, it will not occur.
M ???-over, there is a misappr- hensi-m
as to Russian occupation of Port Ar-
thur. It is not a land occupation, but

to*k in itio Ice-bound, without connec-

A Chinese diplomat said: "The al-
leged official statements coming from
the Chinese Legations have been un
Warranted, as the Legation has not rc-
c.iv 1 a wo:-1 from IVkin since the
first notice was sent that a Germ-.ji

force had land d at Kiao Chau, without
previous notice to the Chinese Govern-
ment. It is felt, however, that many of
the reports as t» the seriousness of the
situation, particularly those from

"Judging from the pr-ss dispatches.
thei» appears to l*e little doubt that
the original purpose at Germany to en-
force an indemnity has now developed

into m eurtng a naval station at Kiao
Chau. and possibly more territory, on
the ground that Germany i, entitled to
a return for lmr services daring the
China-Japan war. But it appears to b*

overlooked that Germany has received
distinct returns for those services in
the granting of large concessions, which
at the time of the grant were consid-
ered as most valuable to Germany.

"As to the Russian fleet at Port Ar-
thur, that is not a surprise. A Rus-
sian fleet was wintered at a Chinese
pari last winter, with the consent of
1 l.:r:a, as it involved no sacrifice of ter-
ritory.

"What the outcome will be is difficult
to say, but it is felt that an amicable
Settlement will be made, possibly by
the granting of coast sialion?, but with-
out any serious dismemberment of ter-
ritory."

T*he German Officials here take the
View lhat there are but twoactuai steps
on the part of Germany, namely, the
occupation of Kiao Chau Bay and the
dispatch of Prince Henry's fleet to
Chine.se waters. Beyond this, they say
all -fi conjecture as to what Germany
will do. That Prince Henry will ex-
tend his field of operations beyond
Chinese waters, and will embrace Sa-
moa and Hawaii, is dismissed as ab-
surd, although reports of such a move-
ment have been current.

FRENCH SEIZE HAI NAN.
SHANGHAI, Dec. 29.?1t is reported

that the Admiral of the French Beet
has hoisted the French flag on Hai
Nan island. The Chinese offered no
opposition.

LONDON, Dec. 29. ?A dispatch to the
"Daily Mail" from Singapore confirms
the report of the seizure of Hai Nan
Island by the French.

Hai Nan Island is off the south coast
of China, and separates the Gulf of
Tonjuin from the China Sea. It has
an estimated area of 12,000 square
miles, and a population of a million
Chinese, exclusive of wild tribes in the
interior.

SITUATION DESPERATE.
LONDON, Dec. 29.?A dispatch

from Pekin says: The proposed ar-
rangement for a Russian guaranteed
4 per cent, loan of 40V,IKX> taels is not
rati tied.

The situation is desperate and the
only hope is that England will render
financial help, as otherwise war is the
only alternative. Sir diaries Mac-
Donald, the British Embassador, has
asked a few days' delay in order to re-
fer the matter to the home Govern-
ment.

A CLASII ANTICIPATED
VICTORIA (B. C), Dec. lib?Ad-

vices by the steamer Victoria from the
Orient reflect the excitement caused
by the massing of the fleets of the
European nations. A crash among the
great poueis over the seizure of Chin-
ese ports is everywhere anticipated.

The British flagship Century at
Hongkong has been ordered to begin
no work that would detain her in
port longer than twenty-four hours.
Japanese papers are anxious for Eng-
land to make some move, but they

advise Japan to take a prudent atti-
tude, and simply watch the progress
of events.

The German Admiral, in a proclama-
tion to the rewiuenis of the districts
seized by Germany, advises them to
continue their peaceful avocations and
warns them that any breaches of the
law will be punished.

There were at Nagasaki on December
8, 1897, nine Russian warships, two
American cruisers, the Oiympia (in
dock) and the Boston, and the British
cruiser Lamertal.

Nine of the Chinese bandits who took
part in the murder of Chinese priests
at Yenchaufu, which gave Germany
cause for the seizure of Kiaochau Bay,
have been apprehended and much of
the plunder recovered.

OHIO SENATORIAL FIGHT.

LEGISLATORS ARE FLOCKING
TO COLUMBUS.

Talk of a Fusion Between Demo-
crats and Anti-Hanua Republi-
cans in Organizing the House.

COLUMBUS CO.), Dec. I*>.-There was
an intiux of legislators to-night, and
the scenes about the hotel lobbies in-
dicated thut the Senatorial election was
the absorbing question. Timt the anti-
Hanna Republicans, led by Charles
Kurtz, will test the strength of their

islature was indicated by the unofficial
announcement that Representative
Mas m of C leveland would oppose Rep-
resentative Boxwell of Warren County

Mr. Mason, accompanied by Repre-
sentative Bramlcy Of Cleveland, both
of whom are known to be unfriendly to
Senator Hanna, opened headu.uarieis at
the Great Southern Hotel to-day, and
It was generally understood that the
anti-Hanna men would conduct their
campaign from that place. it is sig-
nificant that the Democratic State
headquarters are located in the sam»»

A] en o. Myers is the apparent leader

ion with the anti-Hanna Republicans.
Mr. Myers has given out that the
Democratic members of the House will
rapport Mr. Mason for Speaker, and C.
H. Gerrish of Columbus, one of Mr.
Kurtz's lieutenants, for Clerk of the
House in opposition to John R. Malloy.
The anti-Hanna Republicans, are to
turn all the other offices of the House
over to the Democrats in consideration
of the election of the men chosen by
Mr. Kurtz for Speaker and Clerk.

A conference of Democratic members
of the Legislature and party leaders is
to be held he-e Friday to discuss the
proposed fu S jo n with the anti-Hanna
Repul IrVans. Within the last few-
days strong opposition has arisen from
certain Democrats to the proposed fus-
ion, and it is now certain that all the

Bight stated emphatically they would
not vote for any one except a Demo-
crat for United States Senator. These
members w ill Serve their first term, and
say that if they voted for a Republican
to defeat Senator Hanna they would

There was a conference of Republi-
can leaders at Major Dick's rooms this
afternoon and benight. but it was
stated they arere merely talking over
the situation Major Dick stated that
Senator Hanna's re'election was as-

Wbile Mr. Kurtr d*nkl himself to all
public interview s, he at tim, s asserts to
his confidential friends that Senator
Hanna aril] be defeated.

When a man wants a cigar he never
Iwants it very bad.

EFFORTS TO SAVE
DURRANT'S LIFE.

His Attorneys Making an Attempt to
Gain Time.

Engaged in Perfecting Another Appeal to
the State Supreme Court.

Should the Decision he Adverse to
the Condemned Man, an Appli-

cation for a Writ ofError Will
he Made Direct to the United
States Supreme Court?Judge

Wallace Purges Ex-Juror Smyth

of Contempt.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 20?The at-
torneys for W. H. T. Durrant will make
another attempt to gain time, and are
at present engaged in perfecting ari-

other appeal to the Supreme Court of
California. Should their efforts to
save the convicted murderer from the
gallows again fail in this direction, an
appeal will be taken.to the Supreme
Court of the United States.

The new appeal that is to be filed in
the State Supreme Court is based on
the exceptions taken by attorneys
Boardman and Deuprey before Superior
Judge Bahrs when Durrant was sen-
tenced the last time. Judge Bahrs last
Friday settled the bill of exceptions,
and the transcript is now In the hands
of the printer. As soon as the docu-
ment is ready it will be filed in the Su-
preme Court, and an appeal taken.

The principal objections upon which
the appeal will be based are that Judge
Bahrs had no jurisdiction in sentenc-
ing Durrant to be executed, and that
in so doing his honor exceeded his au-
thority and usurped a power not le-
gally within his province.

Attorneys Boardman and Dickinson
contend that the case originally was In
another department of the Superior
Court, and no part of It should ever
have been heard by Judge Bahrs. Be-
sides this, they contend that he is prej-
udiced against the defendant.

In the new appeal to the Supreme
Court, Attorney Boardman will seek
to raise a Federal question. It has
already heen presented in the Federal
courts, but he will seek to impress the
State jurists with its importance. The
attorney will seek to show that because
Durrant was never indicted by a Grand
Jury, hut that he was merely proceeded
against by Information, the constitu-
tional rights of the prisoner were In-
fringed.

Should the State Supreme Court ren-
der a decision adverse to Durrant, then
an application for a writ of error will
be made direct to the United States
Supreme Court. Mr. Boardman feels
very hopeful that by this method of
procedure he may get the case before
the highest tribunal of this land. He
takes a hint from the decision of United
States Judge De Haven in the Bennett
case. His honor indicated that an ap-
plication for a writ of habeas corpus
was not the proper way to proceed, but
that no doubt a writ of error would be
granted.

SMYTH PURGED OF CONTEMPT.
SAN FRANCISCO, Doe. 29.?Judge

Wallace this afternoon purged ex-juror
Horace Smyth of contempt, and ordered
the proceeding's against him dismissed.

When the case was called Attorney
Dickinson arose and asked for a contin-
uance until Monday next. He stated
that he had received from a trust-
worthy source a letter to the effect that
Mr. Smyth received the information al-
leged in the complaint during the pro-
gresa of the Durrant case, and that the
fact could be established beyond
doubt. He therefore asked for further
time.

Judge Wallace said he had no author-
ity to grant a postponement on such a
showing, whereupon Attorney Foote
said that his side had further proof of
the truth of the statement contained in
the letter.

Judtre Wallace asked for the letter,
and. after reading it, declined to allow
a further postponement. He then
asked Attorney Foote if he desired to
continue his cross-examination of juror
Smyth. The attorney announced rath-
er sharply that he did not.

Judge Wallace, with a few comments
on the poor showing made against jur-
or Smyth, thereupon ordered the case
dismissed.

TAKEN BACK TO AGNEWS.

A Thief Turns Out to he a Patient
of the Asylum.

PAN JOSE, Dee. ;*».?A man giving
his name as Edward Rusn&H was in the
Police Court to-day on a charge ofpetty
larceny. He was accused Of hying stol-
en a bicycle, and was arrested last night.
When brought before Justice Gass this
morning his honor was convinced that
the man was insane. He asked the fel-
low where he came from, and was
startled at the answer, "Agnews* Asy-
lum."

The Justice refused to arraign him,
and telephoni d th asylum. This after-
noon an officer came from the institu-
tion and identified the man as Rev.
Kenneth Duncan, formerly a pastor in
San Franc sco. He had l>een given a
short leave, and fell in with evil corn-

All who saw htm wore convinced that
he was insane Whea he was brought into
court. From his looks it was judged
that he was liable to become violent at
any time, but when his identify became
known even the court officials were
shocked to see his present condition.

The officers believe the man has com-
mitted a burglary, for he had on his
person $8 in silver, two valuable scarf
pins and several c ther articles of jew-
elry. Tin y were concealed in his hose.

When before the court he would only
say he came from Agnews He was
taken back to the Institution.

LAND SWINDLE.

Indictments Found Agnin*t Three
Prominent Chicagoans.

LOS ANGELES. Dec. 29*?-Some time
ago the postal authorities discovered
what they think is a h'gh handed swindle
in the Big Rocky country, not th of this

city, and indictments were found
againsi H. B. Sweet, James VV. Wilson
and C. H. Howard, prominent men of
Chicago, for using the mails in further-
ance of the scheme. They were ar-
raigned and entered a plea of not guil-
ty, but to-day the attorneys for Mr
Sweet asked to withdraw the plea and
enter a demurrer to the complaint. This
was granted, and January 3d set lo!'

the hearing.

PRIVATE BANKS.

Financial Condition of Those
Throughout This State.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec, 29.?The
Bank Commissioners filed the follow-
ing report to-day, showing the financial
condition ofthe private banks through-
out the State at the close of business
on November 30th:

Resources?Bank premises, $73,250,-
--000; real estate taken for debt, 8344,-
--694 S3; miscellaneous bonds and stocks,
.$183,710 39; loans on real estate, $633,-
--711 47; loans on stocks, bonds and war-
rants, $25,090 OS; loans on other secur-
ities. 858,071 50; loans on personal se-
curities and overdrafts. $809,787 09:
money on hand, $208,406 80; due from
banks and bankers, $299,723 80; other
assets, $223,242 50; total resources, $2,-

--'?920,319 77.
Liabilities?Capital paid in coin. $1,-

--094,695 14: reserve fund. 8297.029 78:
'due depositors. $1,433,88© 47; due banks
| and bankers, $42,770 05: State, city or
1county money, 828.071 63: other liabil-
[ ities. $22,005 80; total liabilities, $2,-

--'920,319 77.

MANY CLAIM THE PROPERTY.

Legal Tangle Over Ownership of
the Confidence Mine.

FRESNO, Dec. Lt>.?The death of Ed.
Lloyd, the supposed owner of the Confi-
dence mine, has resulted in a peculiar
legal tangle. *

The Fresno Flume and Irrigation
Company claims the property under a
mortgage deed and a quit claim deed
from Lloyd, and has placed a man in
charge of the mine. Tbe Puld'C Admin-
istrator, claiming for absent heirs, dis-
putes the deeds, and had a man in
charge. George Green, a creditor of
Lloyd, was granted to-day special let-
ters of administration. Finally James
Smith of San Jose a brother-in-law of
the deceased, appeared upon the scene
this afternoon, and will claim the prop-
erty in the name "fhis wife. Lloyd re-
cently refused $10,000 for the mine.

IMPORTS AT SAN FRANCISCO.

Statement for the First Eleven
Months of the Year.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 29.?Imports
Of merchandise at this port during the
fiist eleven months of the year were
$37,478,300, against $34,073,000 for the
same time last year, and Included $8,-
--568,000 from Japan, $6,458 5'M from Chi-
na, from Great Britain, $0,-
--704,800 from the Hawaiian Islands, 52,-
--635,500 from Central America. $J,601»,-
--800 from British Columbia, and $L687,-
--o<H> from the East Indies.

During the year ended June 30th last
the imports of tea into the United States
amounted to 113,347,175 pounds, valued
at $14,835,862. Of this amount 10,882,-
--278 pounds, valued at $1,578,289, ar-
rived at San Franci=co. The amount of
coffee imported during the year was
737,645,670 pounds, valued at $81,544,- j
384.

THE DRAW CLOSED TOO SOON.

Accident to a River Steamer Pass-
ing Through a Bridge.

PORTLAND (Or.), Dec. 29.?While I
the river steamer Bailey Gaiizert was j
passing through the draw of the rail- I
road bridge to-day the draw closed and
raked the whole upper deck of the
steamer. F. D. Kuettner and his wife
of Astoria, were badly scratched, and
several other passengers were slightly
injured by the flying timbers. The j
engineer of the draw bridge, thinking 1
the steamer was clear of the draw, let i
it swing back too soon. The steam- j
er's deck looks as though a cyclone had !
struck it.

ACCUSED OF IMMORALITY. j
Charges Against an Ex-Pastor of

a Stockton Cliurch.
STOCKTON, Dec. 29.?The congrega- 'tion of the Christian Church of this city

;is considering charges which have been
! made against Rev. Mr. Briggs, ex-pas- ;
! tor of the church. He is accused of

having improper relations with several
women, and four detectives have been
on his trail for several weeks. Two of ;

jthem were women and two others men.
The pastor denies that there is any |

! truth in the charges, and declares that ;
! the Board of Elders, which found

\u25a0 against him, was prejudiced. Mr.
iBriggs was the Populist candidate for

: the Assembly at the last election-

Five Years at Folsom.
I LOS ANGELKS, Dec. -o.?Alejandro
| Adame, the distinguished looking Mcxi-
I can who en tered the home of Colonel W.
! P. Crane while the inmates were absent ;

' and stole a lot of rare bric-a-brac and i
; Mis. Alice Rollins Crane's outfit, which

she was going to wear to Klondike, was !
! sentenced to five years in Folsom Pen- j
i itentiary this morning, after having ;
jpleaded guilty to burglary before Judge

Smith.

Suicide at Sonoma.
SONOMA. Dec 29.?A mysterious i

istranger giving the name of Sydney

M. Johnson shot himself through the j
'\u25a0 temple this morning. The Coroner has j

been notified and will take possession I
:of the body.

CONFLAGRATION IN HAYTI.

Eight Hundred Houses at Port An
Prince Destroyed.

I PORT AU PRINCE (Hayti), Dec. 29.
?At 11 o'clock last night a lire, which

! assumed considerable proportions on

' account of the lack of water to sup-

I ply the pumps, broke out and destroyed

800 houses, including a number of

jwarehouses, a hotel, the Church of St. \, Ji»- ph and its parsonage. About o.<Ah>
people were rendered homeless.

This morning at tl:4.*» there was an

' earthquake, the disturbances running ;
jfrom north to south, lasting half a

minute, and causing slight cracks in

j the earth. There were no accidents. \jbut th" populace were greatly alarmed, j
Countess Castellane a Mother.

I NEW YORK, Dec, 2ft.?Word was re- !
I ceived at the office of George Gould j
i bo-day that the Countess Cast ellane,
! formerly Anna Gould, gave birth to a
I son yesterday afternoon.

RECIPROCITY
NEGOTIATIONS

Progressing Steadily Between This
Country and Great Britain,

Canada Wants to be Included in Colonies
Receiving Its Advantages.

Lumber Interests, However, Are
Opposed to Such a Treaty With
Our Northern Neighbor > ?

Chairman Tunis of the Execu-
tive Committee of the National

Lumbermen's Association Ex-
presses His Views on the Sub-
ject.

WASHINGTON, Dee. 120.?Sir Julian
Paunceforte, British Embassador, lias
about recovered from a long and painful
attack of rheumatism, winch kept him
in bed for a part of the last three
months. The fact that he was able to
call at the State Department yesterday
led to reports that coincident wiih
Lord Salisbury's declination of the
proposition to stop pelagic sealing. Sir
Julian had renewed reciprocity negotia-

tions. His call, however, has no signifi-
cance, as Sir Julian did not know of
Lord Salisbury's answer at the time
he visited the State Department.

As to the reciprocity negotiations,
they have progressed steadily through
Mr. Adam, First Secretary of the Kio-

to give the matter personal attention.
The main desire of the British West
Indian colonies is to secure the 2<> per
cent, reciprocity reduction on sugar.
What will be offired In exchange has not
yet been determined.

At the outset the purpose of the ne-
gotiations was confined to the British
West Indies, but the present indications
are that eiiorts will be made to include
Canada among the c lonles receiving the
advantages of reciprocity. How far
this can be done, in view of the failure
of the Behring Sea negotiations, is not
clear, but it is probable that the Brit-
ish Government will prefer to have the
negotiations embrace all the colonies,
including Canada, instead of repeating

the action, when the last reciprocity
treaties were framed, of confining them
to the West Indian possessions.

In this connection it may be stated
that Mr. Kasson, the special Plenipo-
tentiary Commissioner of the United
States charged with the conduct of the
d g tiat] ns ofreciprocity arrangements
and trcatiesunder the TariffAct, has not
undertaken to consider the: subject of
reciprocity with Canada. This absten-
tion on the part of Mr. Kasson is attrib-
utable to the fact that the subject of
reciprocity, pure and simple, as de-
scribed in the TariffAct, has become so
Involved with the seal question and oth-
er issues as to become practically In-
separable from them, and so the entire
subject of Canadian relation appears to
remain in the control of ex-Secretary
Poster.

It had been expected that the recov-
ery of Sir Julian would permit active
steps on the British-American treaty of
arbitration. There is no present pros-
pect, however, that anything will be
done on that subject, and up to this time
no negotiations have ben opened be-
tween the Embassador and the State
Department. Both Governments have
signified a favorable attitude toward re-
opening negotiations, but the British
Government will take no step whatever
until a definite assurance is at hand that
such treaty as may be proposed will be-
come operative by the ratification of the
Senate.

It is said that the answer of Lord Sal-
isbury on the Behring Sea question,
which has b'-en brie flyreported by cable,
adds no new phase to the case, as this
declination was foreshadowed with cer-
tainty by the answer of Sir Wilfred Lau-
rier, the Canadian Premier, declining to
stop pelagic sealing. The action of Lord
Salisbury merely adds the Imperial and
official sanction to this declination of the
Canadian authorities. As the Russo-
J tpa ties -American treaty, m toe several
weeks ago, for the stoppage of pelagic
sealing' was conditioned on the concur-
rence of Great Britain in a similar meas-
ure to stop pelauie sealing, it is presum-
ed that the effect of Great Britain's ac-
tion will l>e to nullifythis treaty.

The lumber and other interests which
might be affected by reciprocity treat-
ies are watching closely, through their
representatives, all that concerns their
special interests. The principal repre-
sentative of the lumber interests is
Theopolis Tunis, Chairman of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the National Lum-
bermen's Association. He has had sev-
eral interviews with Mr. Kasson. who is
in charge of reciprocity negotiations for
the State Department, and has received
a letter from him announcing the suc-
cess of efforts to prevent Argentine
striking a blow at pine.

Mr. Tunis has also been informed that
a cable from our Minister in Rio De Ja-
neiro announces that the Brazilian Gov-
ernment will remove the discriminating
exactness against our ship owners.
Which should result in the resumption of
our Soar trade with that port. He is of
the opinion that the discriminating
clauses of the Dingley bill caused these
decisions of Brazil and Argentina

The lumbermen are now chiefly appre-
hensive that the product may have to
bear the brant of Canadian reciprocity
negotiations, and Mr. Tunis to-day au-
thorized the following interview on this
phase of the reciprocity problem:

"It is evident the Administration is
bent on a commercial treaty with Can-
ada, under Section 4 of the Dinghy bill.
The lumbermen are now unwillingto be
understood as any policy of

go as far in the consummation of that
policy as will any other interest, but are
unalterably opposed to sharing with coal
find fish the burden of a poiicy which the
great masses of our neosde are utterly

mdifferent to. but which la urged on
the Administration by a few Americans
interested in ihe seal fisheries and a few
Aiierica ns who are owners of Canadian

"As a matter of principle, policy and
business, the average American student
of every day affairs can see no more

r. ason, justice or demand for reciprocity
with Canada than with her Imperial
mother, our best customer f r our wheat,
coin, hay, cotton, lumber, etc., all of
which she buys, not on any sentimental
grounds, but simply because she wants
them. The danger to our'interests Ilea
with reciprocity with nations located
in the same temperate zone with ours,
and of whose products we are entirely
indtpend nt. The case may be diftV:? n
in the countries in the tropics, produc-
ing things which we need and which
i annot be produced at home."

Representatives and Senators from
the South, regardless of politics, reaiize
that a reduction in the duty on whit-
pine would be as harmful to them and
their constituents as it is to the white
pine, hemlock and spruce interests of
Michigan, Wisconsin. Minnesota, Penn-
sylvania, New England and the Pacific
Coast, and in view of the hearty ap-
proval given by their constituents to
their votes in favor of raising the duty
on white pine to $2, will oppose this ar-
ticle being singled out for lower duties
in Canadian reciprocity negotiations.

Thomas E. Seymour Dead.
ST. LOUIS, Dec. 21b?Thomas E. Sey-

mour, founder of the benevolent order
of the Knights and Dadies of Honor,
and Grand Secretary for the State of
Ohio, died at his home in Maplewood.

St. Louis County, to-day of a paralytic

Stroke. He was born in Ireland in
1830, and came to this country when
three years of age. Later Mr. Sey-

mour moved to St. Louis, and in 1877
he founded Initial Lodge, No. 1, of th?
order which is now known all over the
country.

Fresh Outbreak of Plague.
BOMBAY, Dec. 29.? There has been

a fresh outbreak of plague, especially
in the Mandvie District, where the in-
habitants are seeking safety in flight.

There were fifty-four new cases of
plague and thirty-seven deaths from
that disease to-day. The total
returns from Bombay up to date are
14,257 cases and 11,882 deaths.

A Weil-Known Gambler Dead.
DENVER (Ool.), Dec. 29. ? Chris

Boyne, a gambler known from San
Francisco to New York, died to-day of
consumption. He was about 33
of age. About two years ago his throat
was cut by Phil Walsh in a quarrel
over j. woman. Boyne's head was al-
most severed from his body, but he

Black Jack's Gang of Outlaws.
SILVER CITY (N. M.), Dec. 29.?1t is

reported that the notorious Black
Jack's gang of outlaws has crossed the
line from Mexico en route to Silver
City, for the purpose of releasing the
Southern Pacific train robbers captured
recently near Stein's Pass. Deputy

United States Marshals are on the look-
out for the gang.

Katheryne Kidder.
ST. LOUIS, Dec. Colonel Kid-

der of Chicago, father of Katheryne

Kidder, who is suffering from nervous
prostration following the recent dis-
banding of her company, is authority
for the statement that the actress will
never again appear on the stage.

Miners Return to Work.
ST. LOUIS, Dec. 29.?The miners em-

ployed at the Green Mount. Richland
and Sehneurman mines, near Belleville,
111., \\ ho stopped work a few days ago
because of a dispute over the scales,
have resumed, the disagreement hav-
ing been fully adjusted.

Bicycle Record Approved.
NEW YORK, Dec. 29.?The Commit-

tee on Roads for the Century Road
Club of America has approved the fol-
lowing record: San Francisco-San Jose,
time 2 hours 27 minutes, made by E. O.
Kragness of San Francisco, November
14, 1897.

A FORTUNE FOR CHARITY.

NEW YORK INSTITUTIONS PRO-

VIDED FOR.

The Late Chas. Contoit Bequeathed

to Them a Million and a

Half Dollar

XEW YORK. Dec. 29.?The w ill of
Charles Contoit. with two codicils at-
tached, has been filed for probate in

the oiiice of the Surrogate. The docu-
ment was made several years ago.
"William Berriam and Charles H. Hub-

bard a'e appointed executors.

The will leaves the testator's pew in
St. Paul's Chapel to the rector, church
wardens and vestrymen of Trinity

Church, and leaves a sum of $5,000 to
them in trust, the income from which
is to be devoted in keeping in order
his lot in Trinity Cemetery and certain

lots in St. John's Cemetery, on Car-
mine street, in which several members
of his family, the will says, are in-

terred. The latter cemetery was taken
by tite city last summer for a public

park.
To Mrs. Laura I. Hackett, the Widow

of Recorder John K. Hackett, the tes-
tator left his horn- at 728 Fifth ave-
nue and a sum of $350,000. To Miss
Minnie I*. Hackett, daughter of Mrs.
Hackett, he left the sum of ?1."»0.000.
and to Edward J. Hall, a nephew of
M.s. Hackett. $50,000. The residue of
the estate, which may amount to 81,-
--500,000, is divided by the will among a
number of institutions share and share
alike.

The following is a list of the institu-
tions bmefited: The General Theologi-
cal Seminary of the Protestant Episco-
pal Church, the Domestic and Foreign

Mission Society of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church, the Protestant Episcopal

Church Missionary Society for Seamen
for the Port of New York, the New
York Protestant Episcopal City Mis-
sion, the New York Bible. Common
I'rayer and Prayer Books Society. St.
Luke's Hospital. St. Barnard House,
Orphans' Hum" and Asylum of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, St.
Luke's Home for Indigent Christian
!?'??: tales, the Sheltering Arms, the
Heine for Incurables, the Protestant
Episcopal House of Merry. St. Mary's
Ho.ne for Children, th" Midnight Mis-
sion, the House of Rest for Consump-
tives, the Home for Old Men and Aged
CoupJes, the New York Society Li-
brary and the New York Free Circu-
lating Library.

To Martha Finlay. an old servant of
the testator, tan left $2.r>o»>; to William.
Cribblns, his butler, $1,000, and to a
number of other servants, S23U each.

GOMPERS REPLIES
TO GAGE'S LETTER.

Why the Federation Opposes the
Secretary's Financial Plan.

An Increase in Value of Money Decreases
Value of Products of Labor.

Would Enrich the Creditor at tho
Expense of the Debtor?Says the
Secretary's BillInvolves a Prop-

osition to Retire a Currency

Upon Which No Interest is Paid
and the Issuance in Its Stead of

Bonds Upon Which Interest

Will be Required to be Paid.

WASHINGTON, l>.-e. '_".>.?Samuel

GompW, President of the Amecican
Federation of tuis repMod In an
open letter to fHi IXm J Gage's recent
letter taking exceptions to the reso-
lutions passed by the Federation with,

reference to the Gage financial btlL
Mr. Goinpevs says in part:

"Y<W ask what evils have resulted

aid. I answer that the evils are IttOSS
that have grown and ever must grow
from a dishonest measure of values,
a measure of values that interferes
with the Just distribution of wealth;
that deprives some nun of a part of
their earnings that is rightly theirs,
and confers It upon others who have;

earned it not. Any BMBSttre of VaIUCS
that thus forces an unjust distribntiou
of the products of labor; that deprives
the producer of the rmtUf Of Ma to»W
and cuts down wap s and profits, tbSfi -
by destroys the incentive to enterpi lse.
leads to industrial stagnation, anforc-
ed idleness, distress and public suffer-
ing.

? The products of labor are divided
into three general shares. One goes
as interest and rents to the money
lender and landlord, the capitalist!
who do not productively use their own
capital, Who seek to avoid the risks
of production. A second share goes as
profits to employers, and a third goes
as wages to wage earners.

"The Interest i bargi s and rent? are to
a great decree fixed ami profit* Sod

This being so, it is clear that anything
that reduces the total money value of
the products of labor must increase the
share of the money lender and creditor,
though nominally fixed, and decrease

plovers ana employes ami wage earn-

crease the value of money must de-
crease the value of the products of la-
bor, arid therefore enrich the creditor
at the expense of the debtor.

"Changes in the value of money have
largely influenced the movement of
prices during the last half century,

and were great factors in the price

movements during one long period.
During the quarter century following

the gold discoveries In California, there
was much progress in tho line of in-
vention, much introducing of labor-
saving machinery, much cheapening in
the cost of production. This, on your
theory, should have caused steadily

falling prices. But what happened?

The outpourings of gold cheapened
gold to a greater degree than commo-
dities were cheapened, and the result
was that prices were in general .".(> per
cent, higher at the end of this period
than at the beginning. Then what,

happened? We, along with many
other nations, closed our mints to sil-
ver.

"And now, Just one word as to tho
second resolution to which you take
exception. This resolution declares,
and you admit it, that the purpose of
your currency bill is to cause the re-
tirement of our national greenback
currency and all Government paper
money and the substitution of bank
notes. This you hold to be desirable.
Why? Would it not give the banks
the power to regulate our foreign ex-
changes, the power to check gold ex-
ports by contraction and by screwing

down accommodation to merchants,
so as to force them to threw their pro-
ducts on the market at prices at whiich
our foreign creditors would rather take-
such products than our gold? Would
it not thus relieve the treasury of tho
burden providing for gold redemptions,

and make the banks supreme? This
we hold to be undesirable. It would
make the banks guardian over our
volume of money, and so of our meas-
ure of values; it would enable the
banks working in the interest of spec-
ulators to cause movements in prices
with great certainty, enable them to
depress prices by contracting the cur-
rency, and raise prices by expanding

the same: it would make the banks tho
masters and the many the slaves, and
would enrich the few and impoverish

the multitude.
"In the statement you recently made

before the House Committee on Bank-
ing and Currency in support of your bill
you say and repeat this truism, "That
the less the Government owes, the less
it will have to pay.' Yet your plan
involves the proposition of the retire-
ment of our national paper currency
and the greenbacks, upon which we pay-
no interest at all, and the issuance of
bonds in its stead in the sum of $200,-
--000,000, which we shail owe and upon
which we shall be required to pay in-
terest. The inconsistency of your state-
ment and your plan seems glaring.

"We e>ppose your currency bill be-
cause, as has been well said. 'It Is a
bill to provide for the abdication of the
sovereign powers of the Government
to the banks for strengthening tha
hands of the speculative cliques, en-
riching the few and impoverishing tho
many.' "

Walked Off the Train.
MEMPHIS (Term.). Dee. **>.? S. p.

Lick, a prominent business man. se-
cur"d a berth in the sleeper attached
to the Kansas City and Birmingham
train, which left here last night, and
asked to be awakened at Kansas City,
but the conductor found the berth
empty. Subsequently his remains were
found on a trestle. It is thought Lick
walked off the train while asleep.

BARGAINS.
Scan the advertising columns of the Record-
Union every morning.

IT PAYS
To refresh your memory before starting oat
to make purchases.


