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ENGLAND SHOWS
A WARLIKE SPIRIT.

Announced That Naval Reserves are
to be Mobilized.

Will Uphold Brown, Deposed Superintend-
ent of Corean Customs.

Pour British Warships OffChemul-

po?The Report That the French

Have Seized the Island of Hai-

nan Semi-Officially Contradict-

ed at Paris.

LONDON, Doc. 30. ?A new? agency
announces that the British naval re-
serves will be mobilized.

According to recent estimates, the
reserve forces of the British navy
number about 28,000 men. Of this
number it is calculated that at least
10,000 men will be required in case of
"uar to complete the manning of the
warships of Great Britain, which are
Understood to require a complement of
3 10,0*10 men, whereas anly 100,000 are
actually in service.

The naval reserve problem has long

been discussed by British authorities,
(md the general opinion appears to be
that the number of men availble is far
sdmrt of the number that would be re-
quired in case of war.

In addition to the men in the naval
reserve. Great Brftain has a large re-
serve fleet and a number of reserve
merchant cruisers, including such ves-
sels as the Campania, Lueania, EtrUr
ria, ITmbria, Majestic, Teutonic, etc.

BROWN WILL BE UPHELD.
PP:KIN, Dec. 30?The supercession of

J. MeLeavy Brown, the British Super-

intendent of the Corean customs, is at
present engaging the attention of the
British Government, with a view of up-
holding his rights. Four British war
Vessels are understood to be off Che-
mulpo.

LONDON, Dec. 31.?A dispatch to the
'"Daily Mail" from Shanghai, dated
yesterday (Thursday), says:

A British fleet of eight ships and four
torpedo boats has arrived at Chemulpo
(the i>ort of Seoul). It is reported that
there are two Japanese cruisers in the
Tang Tse Kiang River. Japan is
working night and day preparing for
war. It is believed that the British
and Japanese fleets are in close touch.

A dispatch to the ' Daily Mail" from
Tokio says Marquis Ito is forming a

According to a dispatch to the same
paper from Nagasaki, dated yesterday
(Thursday), it is l>e!ieved that Marquis
Ito will aim to maintain a peaceful at-
titude

The "Daily Graphic" asserts', "on au-
thority." that the British squadron
was definitely instructed to a«semble
off Chemulpo to support a strong Brit-
ish expostulation with Corea on the
dismissal of MeLeavy Brown, Brit sh
Superintendent of Corean customs, who,
under the advice of the British Con-
sul, has twice returned the notice of
dismissal served upon him.

With reeard to Port Arthur, the "Dai-
ly Graphic" asserts that there is every*

reason to believe the Russians will
adhere to their pledge to evacuate at

therefor, no ground for" complaint on
the part of England. Neither does the
Government regard the occupation of
KiS 'i ha iBS ailing f? >r action, because
British interests are not threatened.
According to the "Graphic." both the
Foreisrn Office and the Admiralty are
agreed upon the point.
DENIED THAT FRENCH HAVE

SEIZED HAINAN.
PARTS. Dee. 30.?The officers of the

Fteaea Ministry of Marine regard the
occupation of the Island of Hainan, off
the south coast of China, by the French
fleet as an invention. During the day
there was issued a semi-official contra"
diction of the report.

LONDON', Dec. 31.?The "Daily Mail"
has received a t- legman from Hongkong
and from Tonquin denying the report
of French occupation of the island of
Hainan, but it r» cards it as morally cer-
tain that Hainan was occupied about a
fortnight ago, when Port Arthur was
occupied l»y the Eussians, the eoinei-
cli tic- fo*c;t.g tie- suspicion that France
mid Russia are acting in concert.

A dispatch to the «D«l|y Mall" from
Bingupore, dated resterday (Thursday),
Pays: The news that the French had oc-
cupied the island of Hainan was brought
here from Baignon. Capital of French
Cochin China, on Tuesday by the

fore the latter left Saigon on the 2T»th a
French cru aer arived there with Ad-
ndra] Bed ::o or letters from him to
the French Governor of Saigon. The
Ernest Simon was delayed for an hour
et Saigon In order to take the Governor's
dispatch relating to the hoisting of the
Jtag on the island of Hainan to the
French Governor. The cause of the de-
tay was known only to a few officers on

ently the secret was imparted to a
French officer here (Singaj>ore) who, not
being l.ound to secret, let the matter out.
It is beHeved that the French hold the
t. 1- graph ottce at Hoy Row (How Kow)
and prevented communication to Hong-
kong. The cable between Hai Phong
<Tonquin) and Saigon is broken and
under repair, and therefore it is ImpOQ
Bible for Admiral Bedoliero to tele-
graph the news of the seizure to Saigon.

Admiral Bedltero, with the warships
Da yard ami Descartes, 1-ft Hongkong on
3' mberllth. Becalled at Hal Phong
on December 18th, and attended the
meeting of the ,i,.t. ttae commlttes at Hai
Phong about that date, when the seiz-

ENGLAND WHA BKSIST RFSSTA.
MINNEAPOLIS, Dec ::«??Adv.e. s

from Ottawa Indicate that the British
Government is preparing to actively
resist Rauutaa occupation of Port Ar-
thur and Russian influence in Corea;
also, that the co-operation of the Jap-
anese fleet with that of Great Britain is
a v\.-H settled fact.

Information has been received.from a
reliable cource that the Ottawa Govern-
ment three days ago notified the Can-
adian Pacific officials to be in readiness
for the immediate transportation from
Montreal to Vaneouv r and Ksquimalt

of 8,500 men, the contingent consisting

of engineers, gunners and deck officers.
According to information at hand the
road had prepared for handling 5,000
men, five trains being held in readiness
for this service.

The officers included in the first con-
tingent are intended to reinforce the
Japanese fleet, which is said to be very
short on engineering talent and de-
ficient in gunnery.

The dispatch adds that a secret
agreement has been concluded between
Great Britain and Japan, by the terms
of which the Russian pretensions in
Corea are to be overcome and Russian
aggrandizement in Asia permanently
checked.

Captain Ronald Rolfe, R. N., retired,
on inspection service, just returned
from the West and on his way to Eng-
land, via New York, says that, in his
opinion, the force above referred to is
destined to increase the efficiency of
the forts as Esquimalt and relieve
crews of the North Pacific squadron.

He declines to discuss the probability
of an Anglo-Russian imbroglio, but as-
serts that, in case of actual hostilities,

British Atlantic squadron is of suffi-
cient strength to enforce any demands
jGreat Britain may have to make. He
jdenies that there is any probability of
lan Anglo-Japanese alliance, remarking

]that England's combining with a fourth
jrate Power like Japan would be a con-
!ftssion of weakness that does not exist,

jHe asserts with positiveness that the
contingent to be sent West is not for

! Japanese reinforcement, but rather to

lie used as a reserve for the fleets in

Ioperation should a naval war result

'from the present complications in the
iOrient.

A REPORT DENIED.
LONDON, Dec. 30.?The officials of

th.- Canadian pacific road here say they

have no knowledge of the British Ad-
-1 miralty having requisitioned three of the
1Empress steamships belonging to that
company as reported in a dispatch from

< Shanghai and they believe the state-
Iment to be unfounded,

j MONTREAL, Dec. 80.?Vioe-Presi-
dena Shaughnessy of the Canadian Pa-
cific Railroad Company, says there is

Ino truth in the story that his company
jhas been asked to transport engineers,

igunners and deck officers to Vancouver
jand Esquimalt, or that the Imperial
Government has made a requisition for

Isteamships of the Canadian Pacific
Company.

TRADE WITH CHINA.

Some Facts Which May Prove of
Value to Business Men.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.?Some facts
I of value to business men contemplating
| an extension of trade into China are of-
jfered by United States Consul Covert
at Lyons, France, in a special report to

Ithe State Department.
| The Consul had before him some of the

'conclusions reached by the French com-
imission which has just returned to

iFrance from China, where it had been
! sent to discover means of extending

jFrench trade. Because the results of a

former commission, through publica-
tion, had been of more value to British

jmanufat turers than to French, the
present commission does not publish its

| report in full, but retains the detailed
information for communication private-
ly to French merchants.

Meanwhile a brief report has been

Imade to the Lyons Chamber of Com-

| morce, and this sets out in concise form
the wonderful opportunities for trade
extension in China, the undeveloped
jmineral resources of the country, and
ithe progress already made by the Ger-
mans wh'i now become redoubtable
rivals of the English in China.
I The Consul says that while the great

jnations of Europe are grasping for Chin-
ese territory, it is probable that the
most desirable conquests may be

jachieved by peac-ful methods. Civiliz d
jnations have equal interests in opening
the trade of China to the world, and the
Powers that attempt to accomplish it
by war and conquest do no more than
strengthen the Chinese wall.

TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SAN
FRANCISCO CONVENTION.

Mauy Interesting Papers on Edu-
cational Matters Read at

Yesterday's Session.

SAN FRANCISCO. Dec. 30.?When
tbe California Teachers' Convention was. i ailed to order at Metropolitan Temple;this morning the body of the hall was

| idled, and a great many persons occu-

I-resident Chipman rapped for order.

Cluced and sang a song which called for
: an encore, and "O, Susanna," was sung.

J Dr. Andrew S. Drai>er, BL. D., of
Champagne, m., waa then introduced,
and addresed the convention.

Ms. Ktta Blanchard sang the solo
i "-

<a,» T, i- ' and for an encore "It Was a
? Lover and 11 is Bass." after which Miss
>Lucy M. Washburn of the State Normals. hooi of San Jose read a report on
I"The Condition of Public Minds." Her
Ireport covered the range of physical

J. W. Binscott. County Superintendent
jof Schools of Santa Cruz, read a report
jon "The Course of Study Which Should

be Followed in the Public Schools."

J James K. Addicott of the San Jose
State Normal School read a report on
the subject of "Manual Training."

I Professor Washington Wilson of
B rk- lev road the report of the commit-

; l Bg tbe regular programme of the

i » n motion n committee of three was

'Ippointed to formulate a resolution with
!reference to Superintendent Greenwood
of Kansas City, for adoption by the as-

M ss Kate Ames. County Superinten-

jdent of Schools of Napa County, read a
supplementary report, in which she

!told what had been done during the past
;year in her county, and making sugges-
! tions for further improvements along

J th" line ofher work.
On motion of Mr. White, the business

portion of this programme was post-

JpOned until 11 a. m. to-morrow, and the
convention adjourned.

Engineers Start for Nicaragua.
NEW YORK. Dec. 30.?The party of

fourteen prospecting engineers who are
r*pre sen ting a number of capitalists

Interested IB the construction of the
Nicaragua Canal sailed on the steam-
ship Finance of the Nicaragua line to-
day. Upon their arrival in Nicaragua
they investigate as to the feasi-
bilityof undertaking the completion of
tne (.anal, and will submit a report.

FLOODS IN
WASHINGTON.

The Ghehalis Valley is a Dreary
Waste of Water.

Farms and Highways Inundated to a Depth
of Several Feet.

The Floods the Highest Ever

Known in the Valley?Usually
Placid Streams Raging Torrents

and Many of Them Out of Their

Banks?Railway Traffic Greatly

Interfered With.

TACOMA, Dec. 30.?The Chehalis
Valley is a dreary waste of water. That
is all that confronts the eye in every

direction. Farms and highways alike
are under several feet of water, and
men go from one point to another in

boats. Fish Commissioner Little, when
he left the fish hatchery on the Che-
halis River, rowed across farms and up

the country road, now buried under ten
feet of water.

Mr. Little arrived from the flooded
district to-day on the first train that
had succeeded in getting through. He
says the loss will not be very exten-
sive, but the prospect is not at all en-
couraging. Some of the farmers will
lose a large part of their grain and
hay stored on the farms, and others
may lose some stock.

The floods are the highest ever known
in the valley. The smaller streams,
many of them tributary to the Cheha-
lis. are out of their banks, and the
usually placid creeks have become rag-
ing torrents. The Saohet is four feet
higher than it has ever been, and the
Wynooche is 0%-er the railroad tracks.
At Oakville the branch line is under
three feet of water.

Landslides have done the most dam-
age. There have been small slides
along the line, but one of the largest
was the one which occurred abo\'e Che-
halis this morning. They have now a
hydraulic engine at work.and will have
the bank safe in a short time.

N<> EASTERN MAILS.
TACOMA, Dec. 30.?A special from

Everett, Wash., to the "Ledger" says
no Eastern mail has been received there
since tost Sunday. It is almost Impos-
sible to get any definite news from
the upper Skykomish Valley. The wires
are reported to be down.and the con-
dition of the wagon roads, which are
flooded on the bottom lands, with some
of the bridges gone, have prevented
anyone from coming out of the valley.

It i<-- understood that one span of the
railroad bridge at Sultan has been car-
ried awaf; and that many of the fills
recsntly made in repairing the dam-
age by the November floods have been
more or less washed away.

The bridge over the Stilliguamish
River at Arlington, on the Seattle and
International, has been carried away.

The track of the Great Northern and
Monte Cristo at Lowell has been under
water for three days, and from Lowell
to Snohomish are numerous breaks.

For the first time since Sunday the
coast line train ran from Seattle to
Whatcom to-day.

WAS THE BARK OAKLAND.

The Vessel the Sea Dion Picked Up
and Towed Into Port.

PORT TOWNSEND (Wash), Dec.
30.?The report sent out last night that
the bark Tidal Wave had been wreck-
ed was a mistake. It was the bark

.Oakland. Captain Whitney, which pars-
ed out of the Columbia River on De-

jcem l>er 22d, with lumber for San Fran-

The bark was picked up yesterday
jafternoon at 2 o'clock three miles off
jCape Flattery. She was in a terrible
! condition, her deck load and bulwarks
| having been washed away, her canto

smashed and the entire house badly

Iwr% ' ked. Not a soul was found aboard
| and there Was nothing to indicate: where the crew had gone. As the
jbark's boats were all gone, it is infer-jred that the crew either put off for; shore or for some passing vessel.

When picked up heavy seas were run-
jning over the bark, which was full of
jwater, less than three feet of her house
| being above the surface,

jCaptain Sprague of the tug Sea Lion
] thinks that her crew are safe either on
i land or on board some other vessel.
! The fact that the Oakland is a sister
j l>ark to the Tidal Wave caused the re-
I port to be sent out last night that it
i was the later craft which was in dis-
-1ress.

DURRANT CASE.

Again the Attorneys Appear in tho
Supreme Court.

SAN FRANCISCO. Dec. 30.? Attor-
! neys Boardman and Dickinson, assisted
Ibyex-Attorney-General w. H. H. Hart,
i this afternoon appeared before the Su-
I prome Court and argued on the appli-
cation of a certificate of probable cause*
lon In-half of W. H. T. Durrant.

Attorney-General W. F. Fitzgeraid

The attorneys for Durrant allege that
jfn sentencing the convicted man Judge

:Bahrs exceeded his authority, as the
\u25a0 case was not originally in his depart-

| ment of the Superior Court. A long list
of other exceptions noted to the action
of his honor and recorded in the tran-
script on appeal filed yesterday were

! argued upon.
The bill of exceptions was settled last

iFriday by Judge Bahrs, when he also
jr.fused to issue a writ of probable

oaase. From this action Durrant's a -
torneys have appealed, and upon this
slender basis hope to gain their point,

j The matter was argued at c. nsider-
[able length, and upon being submitted
jto the court, was taken under advise-
i ment until to-morrow,

j The "Call" will say to-morrow: There
; may be more in the suit of Mrs. Dur-
irant against Juror Smyth than appears
on the surface. She is suing for $50,-

--fOOO for slander, but it will probably be
jthe means of an attempt on the part

jof the attorneys for Durrant to have
1 the prisoner summoned as a witness
I and thus add one more complication

to the already over complicated case.
There can be but little done in the

matter until the complaint has beer;

served on Smyth and he has tiled his
answer, but after that both sides will
have a right to his testimony, either in
person or by deposition, and the ques-
tion remains whether or not the point
can be made the basis for a stay of
proceedings by the court or by th*
Governor.

Another Steamer Aground.
VANCOUVER (B. C), Dec. 30.?The

steamer Coquillan, which went aground

at the end of Cameron Island, near
Bella Bella, on the identical spot where"
the Santa Cruz grounded recently, ar-
rived this afternoon. She was ashore
tW3nty-six hours. By jettisoning the
cargo she was floated off. Her hull
5s considerably damaged.

Jos. H. White's Estate.
OAKLAND, Dec. 30.?The estate of

the late Joseph H. White, the pioneer
miner, who made a fortune with Walter
E. Dean at Tombstone, A. T., has been
appraised at .525'J,453. The inventory,

which was filed to-day In the Alameda
County Court, disclosed valuable per-
sonal and real property in Alameda
and Sonoma Counties and in Blooming-
ton, 111.

School Director Elected.
LOS ANGELES, Dec. 3t>.?Christo-

pher J. Kubach was elected by the City
Council this morning to succeed ex-
School Director Adams of the Seventh
Ward, who resigned on account of the
scandal now being investigated by the
board. Mr. Kubach is a Republican
and an avowed anti-Webb man, aiid
was elected by the combined votes of
the Republican majority of the Coun-
cil.

A Banker Seriously 111.
LOS ANGELES, Dec. 30.?D. B.

Dewey, President of the National Bank
of Chicoga, lies dangerously ill at his
home in Pasadena. He arrived from
Chicago on Christmas day, and has
been confined ever since with inflamma-
tion of the lining of the heart. Little
hope is entertained of his recovery.

Foreclosure Decrees.
SAN JOSE, Dec. 30.-The German

Savings and Loan Society of San Fran-
elseo was given a foreclosure decree
against E. P. Reed et al. for $63,485;
and another against Jacob Rich et al.
for $82,778. The property consists of
town and county lands in each case.

CORBETT'S CHALLENGE.

HIS LETTER SENT TO ROBERT
FITZSIMMONS.

Offers Many Money Presents to the
Champion to Again Meet Kirn

in the Ring.

CINCINNATI, Dec 30.-James J.
I Corbett to-day gave to the "Times-Star"| a copy of his ctoalh nge 1% fight Fitzsim-

mons as follows:
"Robert J. Fitzsimmons. Champion of

the World: "Your published declara-
tion, Mr. Fitzsimmons, that you intend
re-entering the ring pleases me more
than I can at present express to you, for
I know that the public esteems me to be
the only candidate for the honors you
thus place within reach. I am sorry,
however, to note that in wording this
declaration you give me the impression
that since we last met you have become
unwisely forgetful. For instance, you
say that before I can claim a return
match with you, I must prove myself to
be worthy of it. You certainly intended
this as a joke, for no one in the world
knows my ability better than yourself.

"You cannot so soon have forgotten
your remark to me at Carson, just after

i the battle. 'Jim,' you said in your simple,
j earnest way, 'I'll never fight again,

jYou've given me a bloody good licking.'
You, the winner, uttered these words,

jwith fare and body so battered as to
leave no doubt of your sincerity, while
I, the loser, listened with never a bruise
or scratch from head to fpot which could

jcontradict you.

"Is this consistent with your now re-
jquesting me to go prove myself to be
iworthy? You will find the confidence of

the public in my ability to entertain
I you still. You will find that the public
jwill insist upon your recognizing my
l claim that you must meet me again,

j "But surely you have been misrepre-
jRented. I refuse to credit you with the
jlame memory, the broken judgment, the
jpoor taste and entire untruthfulness
which the printed remarks alleged to
have been made by you would imply. I: prefer to think that those who have

jentered the ring with me were men,
brave and incapable of the vulgar, lying

jand cowardly language in which the
jnewspaper version of your remarks was
jcouched.

"However well Iknow that the great
I journals try to be and usually are accu-
irate to the letter in reporting utterances

made by important men upon important
subjects, I prefer to believe that in thisjc ase a grave error has been made some-

jhow, somewhere and for a purpose not
worthy of one who wishes to be con-
sidered above contempt.

"What the public expects from me is
to maintain defense of the ring, and not
be a brawler nor a shifty evader Of the
honest principles which govern honest
men when adjusting their respective
merits.

"This is all I have to say. But this
is what I propose to do. The day we
sign articles I will give you $1,000 in
recognition of your courtesy. The mo-
ment you enter the ring ready to offer
me battle, I will give you a second (1,000
in token of my pleasure. Upon the com-
pletion of the tenth round, if you are
still undefeated. I will give you a third
$1,000 as a souvenir of my surprise.
Cpon defeating you. no matter in what
round. I will give you $2,000 more as a
reminder that I am not an ungenerous
foe.

"On the other hand, should you again
defeat me, I promise, if still able to
IUOV#, to place my hat upon my head,
and then removing it in your honor, to
proclaim you in frank and unmistakable
terms my superior, and state that Ithen
and there quit forever al! possible claim
to the championship of the world.

"Bet further remarks on this subject
be made by $1,000 clean, honest Ameri-
can money, given me by the public that
believes in me. I have this day for-
warded these to Will J. Davis of Chi ago
in testimony that I mean every word i
have herein spoken.

JAMES J. CORBETT.
"Ohamrdon of America.

"Cincinnati, December 30, 1507."

RELIEF SUPPLIES
FOR YUKON MINERS.

Minister Clifton Confers With As-
sistant Secretary Meiklejohn.

Arrangements for Admission Through Brit-
ish Territory Effected.

Canadian Officials Concede Much
Latitude to American Authori-
ties in the Actual Distribution
of Supplies?The Expedition to

he Executed Jointly by the
United States Army and Mount-
ed Police of Canada., WASHINGTON, Dee. 30.?Mr. Sif-

: ton, Canadian Minister of the Interior,
\ called at the War Department by ap-
;pointment to-day, and had a long con-
ference with Assistant Secretary Me-ik-
| lejohn, who is giving his attention to
; the Klondike relief expeditions during

the illness of Secretary Alger.

I -Having secured the consent of the
iBritish Government to the passage of
United States troops to be used as
guards over Canadian territory, what
remained to be done was to arrange

!for the admission of the supplies to
!be taken to the miners without pay-
!ment of duties, provided they are not

Isold for more than their actual cost.
!Thfs matter was shortly arranged.

The arrangement effected by Mr. Sif-
Iton, in behalf of Canada, and the War
IDepartment, contemplates that the re-
Ilief expedition shall be executed Jointly
Iby the United States army and a force
lof the mounted police of Canada, which
jconstitutes the military arm of the Do-
minion. The United States force will
proceed with the relief stores to Skag-
uay, where they will be joined by the
Canadian mounted police, about forty

in number, and the t\vo forces will then
proceed together to the points where

! the relief is to be distributed. The de-
termination as to Skaguay is, however,
still open.

The Canadian officials concede much
latitude to the American authorities in
the actual distribution, recognizing

that the expedition is fitted out on this
side,' although a considerable part of
its work will be done on the Canadian
side of the border.

Mr. Sifton says that the only practi-

cable route to D&WBon City is what is
known as the White Pass, or commonly

called the Bake route, commencing at
Skaguay, on Bynn canal. He states
that they have eighty-live men in the
territory, and expect to have fifty more
at Skaguay on or before January sth.
They have twenty tons of supplies now-
stored at Skaguay for transportation
over the pass, to which will be added
ten tons more within the next ten
days.

The Canadian authorities have a post
at Lake Bennett, another at Taghish.

at which latter place twenty men are
stationed; another post at White Horse
Rapids and two posts intervening be-
tween the latter point and Fort Sel-
kirk.

It is the intention of the Canadian
Government to have a detachment of
250 men in the territory within the
next thirty days. Their detachment
will be ready to leave Skaguay on the
15th proximo, but the Minister has
kindly consented to hold the expedi-
tion that they may accompany the
expedition of the War Department,
which will leave Skaguay on or before
February Ist.

The Government has kindly consent-
ed to grant escorts to our expedition,
provided the co-operation cannot be
consummated.

The Government duties upon all sup-
plies sent in under military control will
be waived by the Canadian Govern-
ment.

The Minister was over the pass ii\
October last. He stated that the Gov-
ernment would be very glad to grant
our expedition the use of their posts
on the route, and grant all other facil-
ities to the movement of our expedition
over territory.

Mr. Sift<>n also held a conference with
Secretary Cage, and discussed the un-
satisfactory condition of customs regu-
lations along the border and at coast
ports where goods are received by one
country for transportation to the other
country. It was the mutual feeling
that an improvement of the system
could be made, and negotiations are
in progress which are hoped to effect
changes advantageous to both sides.
\u25a0 Tr Sifton left for Ottawa at 4 o'clock
this afternoon.

Secretary Alger has received two re-
ports from Captain Robinson, the con-
tract quartermaster at Seattle, touch-
irg the respective merits of the different
trails leading from the sea-board into
the Klondike country.

He made a thorough Inquiry at the
direction of the Secretary, and in sub-
stance his conclusion reached, after con-
ference with Jack Dalton and other ex-
p rts, Is that the Dalton trail is not well
adapted to the uses of the Government
expedition during the winter, but that
the Skaguay route is probably tha best.

The Captain says he has had an inter-
view with one man who claims to have
70,000 pounds of beef stored at Bake
Bennett, which he Is willingto sell at a
dollar per pound. The same man says
he has 10.000 pounds of corn and twen-
ty or thirty h >rses at the same place,
with which he proposes to organize a
sled train into Dawson. '

captain Robinson says that his opin-
ion is that the difficulty of reaching

Dawson has been very much exag-
gerated, and that a good army officer
could make his way in with an expedi-
tion. Montana horses should be used.

"""" PENSION ATTORNEYS.

Commissioner Evans Thinks They
Should be Dispensed With.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.?Commis-
sion* v Evans hast been giving -some at-
tention to a proposition whereby the
services of pension attorneys engaged
in the prosecution of claims before f he
office may be dispensed with, and their
work done by officfals under Govern-
ment supervision. Informally he has
been discussing the matter with mem-
bers of the House Committee on Invalid

Pensions, but is- not yet prepared to
outline the defeats of his plan.

The present system, he says, is
wrong, and should have been
away with long ago. Discontinuing the
service of tho attorneys would result In
a great saving to both pensioners and
the Government, and the liability to
frauds in issuing pensions would be re-
duced to a minimum. Under Govern-
ment supervision the Pension Bureau
would have direct control of the persons
appointed to look after the cases, WlfcWm
business it would be to see that all
honest claims were promptly and in-
telligently presented.

The Commissioner notes the fact that
$13,500,900 has been paid out during
the past thirteen years to pension at-
torneys by applicants for the prosecu-
tion of their claims.

LEGISLATION FOR ALASKA.

Senate and House Committees Pre-
paring the Way for Action.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.?The Sen-
ate and House Committees on Public
Lands and on Territories are at work on
legislation for Alaska, preparing the
way for action by the two houses. The
matter has been talked over in commit-
tee, and there will be some decisive
action shortly after the holiday recess.

The chief problem is to provide for a
better government. Secretary Bliss rec-
ommended in his annual report that
Alaska be mad*? a regular organized ter-
ritory. The sentiment of the Commit-
tee on Territories is that time is not
ripe; that the population practically de-
pends on the rich mining strikes, is a
roving one, and that towns may be

abandoned.
It is probable that there will be some

enlargement of its present government

as preferable to a general system of
local legislation and territorial organi-

zation. The jurisdiction of Federal offi-
cials there may be extended and their
number increased. This is to be a tem-
porary bridging over of the problem un-
til the transitory feature of the popula-
tion is largely eliminated.

As to the extension in toto of the gen-

eral land laws, the sentiment now is
that the Laeey bill providing for this is

too sweeping. The right of way Act
for railways, etc., carried by the Laeey

bill is likely to be modified, while there

will be some special legislation for the
protection of timber. The homestead
laws will be extended. Mineral and
townsite laws already are in force. A

prime difficulty is the absence of sur-

veys, and it is said that in all probabil-
ity there are some portions of Alaska
that never will be surveyed. This inter-

feres with the operation of public land
law extension.

McKINLEY CHANGES HIS MIND.

Will Not Appoint Judge Paxson

Commerce Commissioner.
CHICAGO, Dec. 30.?The "News' "

Washington special says: Senator
Cullom's protest against the nomina-
tion of Judge Edward A. Paxson of
Pennsylvania as Interstate Commerce
Commissioner has borne fruit. To-day

the President told one of his callers that
he had reluctantly given up his inten-
tion to nominate the Pennsylvania

jurist. He referred to the opposition of
labor to Paxson's confirmation, and ad-
ded that unless the cloud hovering over
the Pennsylvania man is lifted the lat-
ter cannot hope for preferment.

Turkish Troops in Crete.
CONSTANTINOPLE, Dec. 30.?The

representatives of the powers have re-

fused to permit the Turkish Govern-
ment to replace 4£oo time expired
troops on the island of Crete.

EVENTS ON THE TURF.

A THRILLING RACE AT THE IN-

GLESIDE TRACK.

Buckwa, The Roman, Orimar and

Tripping Met at a Mile, End-

ing in a Brilliant Finish.

SAX FRANCISCO, Dec. 30.?There
was a race at Ingieside to-day that will

be talked about for many a day to
come. In the mile race Buckwa, The
Roman, Orimar and Tripping- engaged
in a thrillingfinish. It was a brilliant
struggle for supremacy, and Willie

Martin rode Buckwa as he was never
ridden before. The finish between The
Roman and Buckwa was so extremely-

close that many thought that The Ro-
man had won, but Buckwa's number
went up, and the bookies cashed on him.
Results:

Seven furlongs. Triumph (Thorpe). 2
to 1, won; Twinkle Twink (H. Martin),

3 to 1, second; Rey Del Diablo (Spen-

cer), 30 to 1, third. Time?l:3o%. Lil-
lian M.. Durwad, Sandow 111., Santa
Lucia, Los Cerrilos, Homestake, Santa
Ciara and Malpla*juet aiso ran.

Six furlongs, Mldlight (Conley), 0 to
1, won; Cash Day tCiawson), 0 to 1,
second; Miss Lynah (Thorpe), 1 to 2.
third. Time?1:14%. Mainstay and I
Don"t Know also ran.

One mile, gentlemen riders, Dick Be-
han (Mr. Dunphy), 11 to 5, won; AMI-
CUS (Mr. Sink), 0 to I, second; Presidio
(Mr. Hobart), 5 to 1, third. Time ?

1:46%. William 08., Sky Blue and

Senator Morrill also ran.
One mile, Buckwa (W. Martin), even,

won; The Roman (Thorpe), 2 to 1, sec-
ond; Orimar (Conley), 30 to 1, third.
Time?1:41. MerCTZtiO and Imp. Trip-
ping also ran.

Mile and an eighth, Perseus (Jones), 2
to 1, won; Can't Dance (W. Martin),

ti to 5, second; San Marco (Thorpe), 8
to 1. third. Time?1:55%. Marcel, Pe-
ter 11., Joe Terry, Song and Dance,
Walter J., All Smoke, Doyle and Alve-
ro also ran.

Six furlongs. Major Cook (Conley). 5
to 2, won; Meadow Bark (Thorpe), 8 to
1, second; Pat Murphy (Clawson), 5 to
1, third. Time?l:ls%. Elano. Coda,
M > lan. Jack Martin and Zarro also
ran. Moylan, the favorite, was left at
the post.

RESULTS AT XEW ORLEAXS.
XEW ORLEAXS, Dec. 30.?Results:
One mile. What Xext won. Springtime

second, Ardrath third. Time?l:4s%.
Six and a half furlongs, Dudley E.

won. Belle of Memphis second, Chiffon
third. Time?l:24%.

Mile and an eighth, hurdle. Brakeman
won. Repeater second. Uncle Jim third.
Time?2 :< 10.

Six furlongs, Harry Duke won, Sligo
second, Hibernia Queen third. Time ?

1:16%.
Mile and a sixteenth. Viscount .won,

Lamoore secontl. Mount Washington
third. Time?1:55.

STOP PUT TO
PELAGIC SEALING.

Secretary Gage Issues Regulations
Under the Act ot Congress

Prohibiting the Taking of Sealskins by
American Citizens.

Every Article Manufactured In
Whole or in Part From Fur
Sealskins to be Imported Into
the United States Must be Ac-

companied by a Sworn State-
ment in Writing From the
Manufacturer That tho Skins
Used Were Not Taken From

Seals Killed Within Proscribtd

Waters.

Washington, Deo. 80.? 1The Sacre*
tary uf the Treasury, with, the approval
of the President, has issued regulations

under the Act of Congress signed y<s-
.erday prohibiting the taking of Seal-
skiiLs by American citizens, except on>
the Pribyloft' Islands, and inhibiting
the importation into this country of
pelagic sealskins, raw, dressed, dyed ur
otherwise.

Manufactured skins shall not be ad-
mitted to entry in the I'nited States,
except there be attached to the in-
voice a Certificate signed by the I'nited
Stat-s Consul at the place of exporta-

tion that such skins were not tak- a
from seals killed within the waters

tail the locality of such taking, wheth-
er on land or at sea, and also the per*
son from whom said skins were pur-
chase in their raw and dressed state,

the date of such purchase and the lot
Dumber, Consuls shall require satis-
factory evidence of the truth of such

It Is further provided that no fur
sealskins, raw, dressed, dyed or other-
wise manufactured, shall be admitted
to entry as part of a passenger's per-
sonal effects, unless accompanied by
an invoice certified by the United States

All fur sealskins, whether raw, dress-
ed, dyed or otherwise manufacture d,
the invoices of which are not accom-
panied by the certificate above pre-
scribed, are directed to be seized by
the Collector of Customs and destroyed.

Every article manufactured, in whole
or in part, from fur sealskins, to be
imported into the United States is re-
quired to have legibly stamped there-
on the name of the manufacturer and
the place of manufacture, and shall be
aecoi..;,,.nied by a statement in writing
under oath of the manufacturer that
the skins used in such article were taken
from seals not killed at sea within the
proscribed waters mentioned, specify-
ing the locality in detail, and also the
person from whom said skins were pur-
chased in their raw and dressed state,
the date of said purchase and the lot
number.
It is a'so provided that when an ap-

plication is made to a Consul for a
certificate under these regulations, the
invoice and proofs of origin presented
by the exporter shall be submitted to
the Treasury agent designated for the
purpose of investigation.

All manufactured articles from seal-
skins imported into the United States
shad have the linings so arranged that
the pelt of the skin or skins underneath
shall be exposed for examination, and
all such skins or articles, whether im-
ported as merchandise or as part of a
passenger's effects, are required to be
sent to the public stores for careful ex-
amination and inspection to prevent
evasion of the law.

All garments of this character taken
from this country may be re-entered on
presentation of a certificate of*owner-
ship from the Collector of Customs for
the port of departure, which certifi-
cate shall have been obtained by the
own=r of the garment by offering the
same to the Collector for inspection
before leaving this country.

In speaking of the scope of these reg-
ulations, Assistant Secretary Howell
said that neither the law nor the regu-
lations would be made to apply either
to skins or garments made of skins
which were shipped to the United
States and were actually on the ocean
Wednesday morning. December 29th*
the time the Act was signed by the
President. Evidence of the time of
shipment, howevtr, would be required.

DEMOCRATIC BOSS RETIRES.

Hußh McLaughlin Will No Longer
be the Leader at Brooklyn.

NEW YORK. Dec. 30.?Hugh Mc-
Laughlin, for many years the dictator
of the Democratic party in Brooklyn,
has definitely announced his retire-
ment from political leadership. He will
be succeeded, according to the present
understanding, by Bernard J. York.

The retirement of Mr. McLaughiin is
the close of a long, successful and pic-
turesque political career. Alany ye-ars
ago, when a young man. McLaughlin

was employed in a rope walk. One of
his ft llow-workers w:as Jacob Worth,

who became and was until "tun* 1
down" last autumn, at the behest Ut
Senator Piatt, the leader of the Repub-
lican party in Brooklyn. Mr. lfcLaugb-
lin has twice held the office of Regis-
ter, but, aside, from that, has not been
a candidate.

When in 1803 the Democrats in Brook-
lyn lost the Mayoralty by over 30.000
votes. Mr. McLaughlin declared that

he wanted to remain in politics just long
enough to see the party back in power
again. He has now completed out tho
plan outlined at that time.

Gun Fire on Shipboard.

? TVASHIXGTOX. Dec 30. ? Acting
Secretary Roosevelt was to-day in con-
sultation with the chiefs of the Ord-
nance Xavigntion and Engineering Bu-

reaUs respecting the subject of gun fire
on ship board. It is the intention to
make a set of experiments on a large

scale, to ascertain whether it is not
possible to improve the present meth-

ods of gun firing, particularly in the
points of accuracy and rapidity of fire.
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