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SPAIN'S MINISTER
AT WASHINGTON.

De Lome Will Probably Soon Have
to Depart From the Capital.

Practically Admits Writing the Attack on
President McKinley.

IfNot Recalled by His Government

the State Department "Will

Move Directly in the Matter

and Give Him. His Passports?

The Matter Causes a Sensation

in Washington Official Circles.

WASHINGTON, Feb. o.?The publi-
cation of what is supposed to be an
autograph letter written by Senor De
Lome, the Spanish Minister, to his
friend Canalejas, criticising the Presi-
dent with the utmost freedom, caused
a sensation in official Washington, and

soon Will be followed by Minister De

Lome's departure from the United
States.

At USS outset there was a disposition
to question the authenticity of the let-
ter, but as, bit by bit. the cireumstan-

ial evidence accumulated, until it was
finally announced officially that the
Minister declined to deny the authentic-
ity of the letter, all doubt was dissi-
pated, and the only question that re-

mained was as to the line of action to
be pursued by our Government toward
the offending Minister.

The writing of this letter is unques-
tionably an offense against the ameni-

ties of diplomatic relations, and 'such
offenses have almost invariably been
regarded in the United States, as in
other capitals, as sufficient ground for
the termination of the official status of
the letter writer.

As sc on a* the letter appeared in
the press the State Department officials
began an effort to settle its authentic-
ity, and when it had learned all that
could lie developed on this point, and

had been told that the Minister him-
self refused to deny writing it, the con-
sideration of the next step- began. As-

sistant Secretary Day was in consulta-

tion with the President on the subject
at least four times during the official
day, and then spent much time in fram-
ing hki message to United States Min-
ister Woodford at Madrid. The offi-
cial statement of the sending of this
message was accompanied by a declin-

ation to indicate its contents at this

time. Hie department merely giving to

the press the following statement:
"Minister De Lome does not deny

\u25a0writing the letter. This department has
communicated with General Woodford
on the subject. Until that communi-
cation reaches the Spanish Government
it would lie improper to in any manner
State the contents of the message to
Genera] Woodford."

While the department refused to add
to this meager announcement, it can be
Stated without question that Mr. Wood-
ford was directed to lay the facts de-
veloped before the Spanish Government,
together with the statement of the Min-
ister s refusal to deny the authorship
of the letter.

The Spanish Government is looked to
with confidence to deal with the case
properly. This amounts to an invita-
tion to recall the Minister, presuming

that he himself has not already taken
steps to vacate his position. No doubt
is enteitained of a compliance with the
Implied sue,!?' stfon, but in case there
should be undue delay in acting, the
State Department would feel called
upon to move directly in the matter and
give the Minister his passports, as was
done with Sir Julian Pauacefote'a.
predecessor, who wrote the Celebrated
Murchisoa letter.

At 'he Spanish Legation every ave-
nue of inquiry as to the letter is dosed.
The Minister positively declines to be
seen concerning the subject. He will
neither affirm nor deny the accuracy

Neither has he given any statement de-
nying or affirming the letter, and it can
be stated that published statements

muniiation of this character, as it has
not passe.] hirough official channels. It
is n<>t a communication of the Spanish

Minister to his Government. Being to

Senor Canalejas. who is not a member
of the Spanish Cabinet, although of
high standing as an adviser of the Gov-
ernment, the letter is said to be furth-
er removed from such official COmmu-

the State Department. It Is not ex-
pected therefore that the Department
will be able to throw any light on the
accuracy of the i-tter for the present at
least.

ter of this character could escape from
the privacy of the two persons betwi en
Whom it passed, excites much comment.
The general belief is that it "was Den I
delivered to Senor Canalejas, but Was
stolen while en route. Canalejas was
in Washington some months ago. and
then went to Cuba for the purpose of
observing the condition '?' affairs there.
As a former Minister in the Liberal
Cabinet, having been Minister of Jus-
tice, and as editor of 'Xl Heraido" at
Madrid, he was accorded a warm re, p.
tion by Minister Dupuy de Lome, who
gave a banquet in his honor, Which was
attended by a nurnb.r of prominent
business men. He then left for Cuba,
and his mission acressarny brought him
into continued correspondence with
Minister De Lome.

As the letter bears no date, the time
It was written can only be fixed by the
context. That it was after ih" Pres-
ident's message is evident. The no n-
tloS of the approaching autonomous
Calvinet establishes that it was before
the inauguration of the Cabinet Janu-
ary Ist. This places the letter, accord-
ing to the prevailing impression, as
having been written aln.ut the middle
of December. At that time Senor
Canalejas is known P> have been at

Havana prosecuting his mission. The
handling of the mails is done by the
Spanish authorities, so that in this case
it is believed that the loss of the letter
could only be one of two ways: Eith-
er through the treachery of an official

at the pvstai service, or by being tak-. a

after it had reached the house where
Senor Canalejas was stopping.

The effect of the letter on the future
Of Minister De Lome arouses interest.
His service as Minister has now extend-
ed beyond three years, and he has been
in charge throughout the most serious
phases of the Cuban complication.

When the Conservative Ministry fell
last autumn, it was generally supposed
that Premier Sagasta would send a
Liberal Minister to succeed Senor de
Lome, who is a prominent Conservative
and a former Conservative Deputy. He
was continued at his post, however, al-
though it was understood at the time
that he placed his resignation at the
disposal of the Spanish Government.

"in the absence of any ofbcial infor-
mation of the writing of such a lette.,
it would be manifestly unfair and un-
just to the Spanish Minister to make
any statement at this time as to the
intentions of the State Department."
said Assistant Secret at y Day, in answer
to a question as to what procedure
would be followed in treating the letter
written by Senor De Dome to Senor Ca-
nalejas. It was said that up to noon
the department was absolutely ignor-

ant officially that such a letter had
been written. Of course, the publication
in the morning newspapers had been
seen, and had created a sensation in
official circles. The President himself
was not long in ignorance of the matter.

I for Assistant Secretary Day called upon

: him early, and to the great disappomt-

! ment of the large numebr of visitors
who were patiently waiting in the lobby
to secure access to the President, word

! came out that he could not be seen, ow-
| ing to his great engrossment with offi-
I cial business, which was taken to mean
jthe Spanish Minister's letter. It was
jafter this conference that Mr. Day made
jhis statement to a number of newspa-
per men.

Secretary Sherman assumed a similar
! position, though he let it be known that ?
\ the writingof such a letter as that pub- ;
jlished would constitute a breach of
diplomatic etiquette of which our Gov- j
einment must take notice.

As no denial of the authenticity of
the publication has yet reached the j

| Slate Department, it is believed that af-

} ter a reasonable delay the matter will j
! be brought to the attention of the Span- i
fsk Government through Minister j

' Woodford, presuming that no action has ;
been taken by the Spanish Minister

? himself before that time, and a changed

I representation of Spain at Washington I1 may be expected in due order. The I
letter being genuine, there is no excuse

I that will be acceptable to our Govern-
| mc-nt.

The rule as laid clown in the Saekville
rase is generally regarded as the stand-
ard of precedence for our guidance in

I such matters, though there are net lack-
ing other precedents. To plead that the

I letter was purely personal; that it was
not even addressed to an official or a
citizen of the United States will not:

i suffice. Lord Saekville set up such an
excuse, but President Cleveland de-
clared it was insufficient, and the Min-
ister was c ompelled to leave Washing-

There are few Senators who had not J
J the De Lome letter when the Sen-

ate met to-day, but there were compar- j
jatively few of them willingto express j
!mi opinon upon it.

"It is a very serious matter," said Sen- {
later Gray, Of the Committee on Foreign

[Relations; "to serious, indeed, to dis- j
I cuss carelessly. Mr. De Lome is enti-
j tied to a suspension of judgment until
! the responsibility is more definitely de-
termined than at presnt."

| "If it is true." said Senator Foraker.
(also a member of the Foreign Relations
jCommittee, "Mr. De Lome ought to be |
jgiven his passports immediately."

i Senator Spooner: "Iftrue, it is a gross

attack and most astounding, but Ican- j
? not discuss it. in view of the doubt as ]

i Senator Hawley: "It is a matter for]
the State Dej>artment to deal with, and

i does not for the present come within

I the domain of Congress. I have no
I doubt that it will be properly handled

by the department."
Senator Stewart: "The sentiment ex-

pressed is in line with Spain's policy
jand disposition. We do everything to
Iconciliate the Spaniards; they recipro-

The De Lome incident was almost thejjsole topic of conversation among thej
! members of the House. Its contents j
jwere considered such a manifest breach j

' of diplomacy that many refused to e*ed- j

chairman Hitt of the Foreign Affairs
[Committee, Chairman Dingley of th<*\

Wars a ud Means Committee, and other j
Hading Republicans declined to express
any opinion at this time. On the as-j

mous that no \u25a0elf-respecting Govern -I ment could tolerate such a criticism of

! its Chief Executive, and that Minister
; de Lome's words had put an end to his

iusefulness at this Capital. Some fearj
was also expressed that th*> recall of
Minister de Lome, while affairs were In

; the present delicate condition, might!

I DE LOMB MAKKS N<> DENIAL.
WASHINGTON, SNfo. 9.?Senor de

ling the day. and to those Sustaining a

'tion the authenticity of the published

! letter, making it clear that he would
m mi the subterfuge of a denial for

tton raised was as to the accuracy <t
the translation-, for the published trans,

jlations gave a severity to some of the
expressions on the President which

jwere regarded as designed to magnify

1 the actuali tat. inents.
Among the Minister's friends, the act

[Of stealing a confidential letter and
making it public was considered i.s

; more reprehensible than the writing :»f
i the letter itself. It was the general im-

pn salon among the Ministers associai -i
with the diplomatic corps that while

; tne publication disclosed a grave im-
jpropriety, yet it was one that night
happen to any one of them in the cour.-e

lin which the greatest freedom of ex-
pression is used in order to convey a

\ full understanding of an international

i The following are the objectionable
paragraphs in the letter written Iv

! Minister de Lome to Jose Canalejas,
[editor of "Xi Heraido de Madrid"-

"The message has undt-c ivol' the in-

land has paralyzed the action of Con-; gross, but I consider it bad. Besides
the natural and inevitable coarseness. with Which he repeats all the press

iand public opinion of Spain has said
again**. Weyler, it shows once more
what McKlttley is?weal; and catering

tlcian, who desires to leave the door
\u25a0 pen to me and to stand well with th?
Ijlpgoes of his party. Nevertheless asI

GEN. BARRIOS
ASSASSINATED.

The President of Guatemala the Vic-
tim of a Murderer.

No Details of the Killing or By Whom the
Grime Was Committed.

Vice-President Manuel Estrada Ca-
brera Assumes the Reins of

Government?Prospero Morales,

Leadei" of the Insurgents, Dis-
claims AllKnowledge of the As-
sassination.

WASHINGTON, Feb. !>.?Sonor Lejo
Ariga, the Guatemala Minister to the
I'nited States, this afternoon received an
official cablegram from the Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, an-
nouncing the assassination of President
Barrios and the succession to the Pres-
idency of Vice-President Manuel Es-
trada Cabrera. No details whatever
were given.

The dispatch came from Guatemala
City, the Capital, where President Bar-
rios has lived and the Government de-
partments are carried on. It added that
entire calm prevailed.

This last assurarrce, coupled with the
immediate succession of the First Vice-
President, in accordance with the
methods of the country, is a special
source of gratification to the Guatema-
lan officials here, and to some extent al-
l< viates the shock with which they re-
ceived the news of the tragedy.

The relations between the late Pres-
ident and the Guatemalan Minister at
Washington, Senor Lazo Arriga, were
much more than of an official character.
They were close friends, and the death
of the President at the hands of an as-
sassin comes as a personal bereavement
to the Minister. Senor Arriga said
Senor Barrios was a man ofwide attain-
ments and marked executive ability. He
was 42 years of age. The six-year tern?
of service for which he was elected ter-
minates March loth next, but the Na-
tional Congressional Assembly had al-
ready extended this term for a further
four years.

The new President. Mr. Cabrera, is
a man of prominence in Guatemala, and
is one of two chosen by the Congress
to fill the Presidency in case of a va-
cancy. Tho system of the country is
dlfferent from that in the United States,
there being no Vice-President elected
With the President. The duty of filling

the executive chair devolves upon the
Congiessional branches. Accordingly,
two Vice-Presidents, First and Second
Vice-Presidents, were selected some
time ago. When the excitement of the
tragedy has passed a Presidential elec-
tion may be rield.

THE DEAD PRESIDENT.
NEW YORK. Feb. P.?General D.

Jose Ma Royna Barrios. President of the
Republic of Guatemala, was born in
San .Marcos in 1859. He was a nephew
of the former President. Justo Rufino
Barrios, who was killed in 1885. The
General was educated abroad, and af-
ter his collegiate course he made a trip
around the world. In his ideas he was
always liberal, and when the Conserva-
tive party was ousted he was a close ad-
herent to his uncle's principles. In the
ensuing war of federation, the purpose
of which was the unification of the Cen-
tral American States, the General was
placed in command of a division of the
Liberal troops.

During the war of 1885, when his un-
cle, the President, was killed, the Gen-
eral succeeded him as commander of the
forces. Later on. when President Baril-
las was in control, he banished the
young General from-Guatemala. and he
wont direct to California, residing in
San Francisco for about a year.

Nine years ago General Barrios was

he succeeded Barillas as President, his
term of office (six years) expiring on
March of this year. Last June he pub-
licly declared himself Die tator of Gua-
temala. His partisans say that under
his administration the country pros-
pered and developed extensively.

THE NEWS AT SAN FRANCISCO,
SAN FRANCISCO. Feb. P.?The news

of the assassination of President Jose

ated considerable excitement in this
city to-day, as both the murdered Pres.
Ident and his wife were well known

To the little colony of refugees who
Bed from Guatemala some months ago
and located in this city to escape the

rath of the dictator, the announce-

gentS threatened some time ago to kill
Barrios before the expiration of his
term on March loth.

At the time Of Ms election to the

porarily in this city, and during their
year's residence here he and his wif«».
an American lady whom he married in
New Orleans, made many stanch

ctscoalso when ber husband proclaimed
himself dictator In June last, ostensibly
en route to Europe, but she did not
cross the Atlantic, and soon after the
news of his proclamation had been re-
ceived here she returned to Guatemala

death of Barrios, but disclaimed all
knowledge of the assassination.

ANNETTE ISLAND LANDS.

Secretary Bliss Disapproves Open-
ing Them for Settlement.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 9.?Secretary
Bliss has returned to the Senate with
his unqualified disapproval the bill to
Settle on segregated lands of about
twenty-one mites in area the Indians
now CCCUpytng Annette island, in
Alaska, and opening the remainder to
settlement

The Secretary says he Is convinced
that the Indians should be permitted
to remain in undisputed possession of
their reservation, and that no part
should be opened to the public.

Incorporated in the report on the bill

is a communication from William Dun-
can, a missionary, who has been labor-
ing among the Indians for some years,
s. ft: tig forth at length why. in his opin-

ion, the bill should not become a law.
He refers to the progress the Indians
now occupying the islands have made,
and expresses the belief that should
the bdl be enacted into Jaw. all these
gains would be lost to the people. What
the native Indians crave of the Gov-
ernment in their present condition is
"protection" and isolation from various
whites. Should the measure pass, he
says, it will not only injure us morally,

but it would seriously impoverish us
materially.

A recent examination, he concludes,
shoxvs that so far as present indica-
tions go, the report which lias been
published that the l3land is rich in
mineral deposits, and which has been
advanced as one of the reasons why

it should be opened to settlement, is

grossiy exaggerated.

KANSAS PACIFIC ROAD.

Warrant Issued for Payment of
the First Mortgage.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 9.?The Secre-
tary of the Treasury to-day issued a
warrant in favor of the Treasurer of
the United States for $7,515,255, to be
used for the payment of the first mort-
gages on the eastern and middle divi-
sions of the Kansas Pacific Railroad.
This action has been taken in accord-
ance with the directions of the Presi-
dent, and in anticipation of the favor-
able decision of Judge Sanborn of St.
Louis on the Government's motion to
be filed and argued next Saturday for
authority to redeem the first mortgage
and also for a postponement of the sale
fixed for February IGth.

Attorney-General Griggs, in reply to
an Inquiry, lias informed the represent-
atives of the Reorganization Commit-
tee that under no circumstances will
the Government accept less than the
full amount of the principal of the debt,
and that if the committee wishes to
make this offer it may be done to Gov-
ernor Hoadley at St. Louis at the time
the motion for authority to pay off*
the first lien is mad.- to the court. Judge
Hoadley will leave for St. Louis to-
morrow, with full authority to either
accept an offer from the committee to

or to proceed with his motion. Judge
Hoadley will carry with him a treasury
warrant for £7,515,255, the amount of
the first mortgage.

Appointed by the President.
WASHINGTON, Feb. ft,?The Presi-

dent to-day sent the following nomina-
tions to the Senate: John H. Baumann,
to be Receiver of Public Moneys at
Tucson. Arizona: George W. Stewart,
Register of the Land Office at Visalia,
California.

To Go to the Antwerp Congress.
WASHINGTON. Feb. 9.?Professor

J. James, of the University of Chicago,
has been nominated by the Bureau of
Kduoation at Washington to represent
the United States Government as dele-
gate to the International Congress of
Commercial Instruction at Antwerp, to
be held April 10, Iso6.

Kroner Re-elected President.
PRETORIA (Transvaal). Feb. <).?

(Paul Kruger has been ge-elected Presi-
dent of the p,. i;th African Republic.

The total number of votes cast was
19,423. President Kruger received 13,-
--764, Mr. Schalkburger 3,71$ and Gen-
eral Joubert 1>943.

COAST AND EASTERN RACES.

BUCK MASSIE WINS THE STAKE
EVENT AT OAKLAND.

Easily Defeats Eddie Jones, Los
Prietos and Flashlight in the

Emoryville Handicap.

SAX FRANCISCO, Feb. !).?The Em-
eryville handicap, at a mile and a fur!-

-!long, the feature of the card at Oak-
| hand to-day, proved an easy thing fur
jBuck Massie. The Easterner, in at 115
jpounds, made quick work of Eddie
! Jom-3, Los Prietos ana Flashlight. He
| was played down in the betting from
9 to 10 to 7 to 1<», and galloping In front
all the way won easily. In a drive
Eddie Jones, second choice in the bet-
ting, took second place from Los
Prietos by a nose. The stake was
worth $050 to the winner. Results:

Three furlongs, maiden two-year-olds,
jciarando (Clawson), 7 to 10, won; San
| Augustine (t\ Sloan), 8 to 1, second:
jMalay (Thorpe), ."> to 1, third. Time 1?

j<»:::7: Vioris, Villmar, Prince Will,
iEllen Wood, Wrinkles and Complhnen-

Seven furlongs, selling, Estro (Spen-
joer). la to 1, won; Elidad (Tuberville),
30 to I, second: Mistieton (Thorpe). 4

:to l, third. Time?l:32. Rio Frio. Bow
i and Arrow, Musculado, Rrambella. So-
| ciaiist. El Moro, Kaiserin, Miss Alice,

j Mile and a sixteenth, selling, Palo-
imaeita (Thorpe), - to 1, Won; Roche
| (Clawson), 15 t<» 1. second; Rey dei
Tierra (Cray), 12 to 1. third. Time?

11:51%, Serena, Fkuides. Don Daniel,
Bolxilink and Little Chris also ran.
! Mile and an eighth. Emeryville handi-

-3 to % second; Eos Prietos (Gray). 10*5
Ito 1, third. Time?l;s6&* Flashlight
jalso ran.

One mile, selling, Morinel (Me-

'Nichols). 9 to 1. won: Dr. Bernays

I(Woods), 7 to 2. second: Bonita (Cray).
6 to", third. Time?l:43; Dolore, The
Dipper, Gotobod, Outright and Green-
leaf also ran.

Six furlongs, Fortunate (Conley).
even, won; Lost ciri (Clawson), r» to

11. second; Major Cook (Spencer), S to
il. third. Tinit ?1:1 d. Spry Lark High-
land Ball. I Don't Know, Charlotte
Diabtita, Hermoso. Bobbins, Emma D.

j RESULTS AT NEW ORLEANS.
NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 0. ? Weather

cloudy: track ge>e>d. Results:
Sown furlongs, L. T. Caton won.

!Barometer second, Jim Conway third.

'Time?-1:31%>
One mile, selling. Octave won. Siva

second, Calaetta third. Time?l:44.
Six and a half furlongs. Pat Morrissey

iwon. Everett second, Cold Coin third.

Mil" and an eighth, Lobengula wee-..
I Sister Stella second. Royal Choice third.

Six furlongs, selling, Randazzo won.
Duchess of York second, First .Ward

'third. Time? 1; 10; A.

RIOTOUS SCENES
IN A PARIS COURT.

Exciting Incidents During the Hear-
ing cf the Zola Case.

Young Barristers Make a Demonstration
Against the Judge,

The Calling in of a Detachment of

Troops to Quell the Disturb-
ance Leads to a Violent Affray?

An Altercation Between Gen-

eral Gonz and M. Laborie, in

Which the Public Joined,

Reaches Such a Pitch That, the

Judge Orders the Court Cleared.

PARIS, Feb. P.?ln spite of special
|precautions, there was a repetition of
the scenes witnessed yesterday when
the trial of Entile Zola and M. Perrieux.

eminent for denouncing the Esterhazy
court-martial, was continued to-day in
the Assize Court of the Seine. Gen-
eral Buisdevre refused emphatically to
testify, under the pica of professional

and slate secrecy. M. Delegorgue, the
presiding Judge, consented that Mine.
Dreyfus should be allowed to testify on
the condition that her evidence be re-

i lit!i> barristers in their robes
gathered at the public entrance and

struct the passage, the barristers made
a demonstration against the Judge.
Thereupon the Commandant of the Re-
publican Guards sent a detachment of
troops to quell the disturbance. The
intervention of the military was ill-re-
ceived, and led to a violent affray. The
barristers rushed upon the guards and
struck them. One of the young lawyers
was arrested, but after <quiet had been
restored he was released.

ML Laborie protested against th<* lim-
itation of the evidence of Mme. Drey-
fus, and denounced the scenes in court,
the biased reports in the newspapers,
and th" attacks on his client as being
unworthy of France.

General Boisdefeyre, replying, admit-
ted that as Minister for War, before he
"had testified at the Esterhazy court-
martial, he had received from Major
Esterhazy a certain document whicn
concerned the Dreyfus case, but he re-
fused to give any further particulars
on the ground of professional secrecy.

The General admitted that Colonel
Picquart had been transferred to Tunis
owing tit his being favorable to Drey-
fus, and the witness added that he,
personally, was convinced of the guilt
of Dn yfus, while other facts before and
a.fn r th.» court-martial, which bad come
to his knowledge, made- this conviction
unshakable. This statement created a
sensation in court.-

General Gonz followed, and had a
violent altercation with M. Laborie, in
which the general public joined. The
tumult reached such a pitch that the

ordered the court cleared, which
the municipal guards promptly did.

The court resumed its session five
minutes later, and General Gonz ex-
plained that he had not meant all he
sai i. Thereupon the incident was ai-

General Gonz then spoke of tee in-
vestigation of Colonel Picquart, whom
lie had encouraged, but the General
added that he told the Colonel to avoid
arresting Major Esterhazy, which the
Colonel wished to do.

General Mercier, the former Minister
for War. who was next examined, de-

J dared that he believed the bordereau
jand other documents extracted from
the War Office had been communicated

| to the newspapers by the Dreyfus fam-
-Ifly.
i M. Laborie immediately asked that
Mine. Dreyfus i»e allowed to confront

!General Mercier and deny his state-
ment, but the Judge refused to aliow

General counsel for M. Zola then
jpressed General Mercier to say if it was
true that a secret document had been
communicated to the Dreyfus oourt-

Imartial, but the General refused to re-
iply. At the conclusion of his examin-
Iation Gene-rat Mercier was cheered,
j M. Traireaux, who was Minister of
? Justice at the time of the Dreyfus
jcourt-martial, was the next witness.
1After his evidence, which did not con-
vey any startling facts, the court ad-
jjourned.

j The crowd outside the court cheered
jGenerals Mercier, Boisdofevre and
Gons, while M. Zola was left almost un-
noticed.

FIRE AT FORT WORTH.

A Quarter of a Million Dollars'
Worth of Property Destroyed.

KANSAS CITY (MO.), Feb. P.?A
special to the "Star" from Fort Worth.
Tex., says:

At " O'clock this morning- the larcrest
property loss by fire that ever occurred
here to<»k place. Tho eight-story Hur-
ley office building, the Dreyfus Com-
pany's mammoth dry goods house, the
Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank, the
general offices of the Fort Worth and
Denver City Railway Company, the
Worth Cycle Company, and one or two

b ".rned to the ground. The firemen
were unable to get the fire under con-
trol before 9 o'clock this morning. The
total loss is estimated at over $250,000.

The Hurley building was the largest
in the city, and was owned by William
Butler, trustee of the Simpson heirs
of Boston. It is impossible at ihis
tithe to ascertain the exact amount of
insurance, but it is known that it will
fall far short of the loss. Over twenty
tenants? in the Hurley building lost
everything. Flying embers fell ter.
blocks away. Street car lines are
paralyzed. The wires are cut and no
cars are running. It Is the worst ca-
lamity that ever befell the city.

REV. C. O. BROWN.

A Chicago Church Organ Offers
Him Some Good Advice.

CHICAGO. Feb. P.?The question of
retention or dismissal of Rev. C. O.
Brown by the Green-street Congrega-

tiona! Church v. ill bo decided at a meet-
ing to-night. It is generally accepted
by the leaders of the church that what-
ever may be the action of the chim h.
Dr. Brown will not receive any favor
from the Chicago Association at the
meeting next Monday.

The "Advance," the local church or-
gan, to-day says: "Dr. Brown is dis-
qualified from performing the duties of
the ministry. This is the judgment
Mr. Brown has passed upon himself. In
some things which he has said, and it
will be well for all concerned if he will
fullyand frank'.y accept the decision cf
the Bay Confcrcooe, to which he ap-
pealed. In our judgment, therefore,
lit- ought to refuse further to embarrass
the denomir.ution. and decline to con-
tinue in the pastorate of the church to
Which he has administered, even if this
shall be tendered him. It is evident that
further complications will follow if he
does, and the best evidence of penitence
which he can furnish will be to pre-
vent this possibility."

WIFE MURDERER MERRY.

An X-Ray Examination to be Made
of His Brain.

CHICAGO", Feb. 9.?Before mounting
the gallows, Chris. Merry, the peddler j
under senten* c of death for wife niur- !
der, is to get an X-ray examination of :
his brain. Several years ago Merry wa-s
struck on the head with a brick, which
left an indention. Merry's attorneys;

belleVe this to be responsible in great
part for the violent outbursts of temp-

er which the condemned man shows,
and it is to learn the exact nature that
the examination is to made, with the
object of obtaining clemency from the

Rochefort's Sentence.
PARIS. Feb. '.».?ln the libel suit of

M. Joseph Reinach against M. Henri
Rochefort to-day. the latter was sen-
tenced to five days' imprisonment and
to pay a fine of :!.<>!H> francs. Roche-
fort recently charged Reinac h with in-
tending to prove the innocence of Al-
fred Dreyfus by means of foiged docu-
ments.

Loyal to Lady Somerset.
CHICAGO. Feb. p.?A letter baa >??', 'i

sent to Lady. Henry Somerset, sign- d
by all the National VV. C. T. V. officers,
assuring her of their loyalty and love,
and expressing much sympathy in her
illness, and urging her to come to
America as soon as her health and
strength will permit.

ADOLPH LUETGERT CONVICTED.

FOUND GUILTY' OF THE MUR-
DER OF HIS WIFE.

Tho Jury Fixes tlie Penalty at Im-
prisonment in the Peniten-

tiary for Life.

CHICAGO, Feb. P.?Adolph L. Luet-
gert was to-night convicted of the
murder of his wife, and sentenced to
imprisonment in the penitentiary for -he
term of his natural life. Luetgert ie-
ceived the verdict with a laugh.

It was 10:."i»> o'clock when word was
sent to the court room by the jury that
they had agreed upon a verdict, and
were waiting to bring it into court.

Judge Gary, whose home is within a
few blocks of the Criminal Court build-
ing, informed the jury as it passed out
that he would await thair pleasure, and
at any time during the night that they
agreed upon a verdict he would re-
turn to the couft room to receive it.
Quickly as possible after the jury had
sent word of an agreement. Judge Gary

hastened to the court room.
The news of a verdict had spread

quickly to the street, and in a few
minutes the court room was jammed
with newspaper men, policemen and
witnesses who had given evidence at
the trial and curious spectators.

At 11:15 Judge Gary entered the room
and at the same instant Luetgert and
his guards entered through the door
leading from the jail. The big prison-

er was calm, to all appearances, and
did not seem nervous in any degree. He
smiled at one or two of his friemls, but
after the first glance around the court
room contented himself with watching
the door through which the jury must
enter. They tiled in. passing to me
seats they have occupied during seven-
ty-two days of the trial. Not one of
the jurors looked toward Luetgert, who
tried vainly to catch an eye of some
one of the men who had determined his
fate.

Clerk Knopf stepped forward, took

the verdict and then read, with a trem-
or of excitement in his voice:

"We. the jury, find the defendant
guiltyas charged in the indictment, and
fix his punishment at lite imprison-

ment."
There was a hush, and all eyes

turned on Luetgert to see how he would
take it. He laughed, and laughed in
a manner that showed plainly he
did not think tic verdict a serious mat-

ter, comparatively speaking.
The sound of the CPu-k's voice had

no: died away when Attorney Harmon
was on his feet with a request that the
jury be polled. This was done, eacn
juror affirming the verdict. Then he
entered a motion for a new trial, which
was entered, and will be argued in a
few days.

Luetgert was led back to the jai'. in
apparently good spirits, comforted by
the assurances of his lawyers that he
will get a new trial, and that Ihe State
will not be able to convict him a sec-
ond time.

At first Luetgert refused to say any-
thing;, his one response being. "I won't
talk'about it." At length he yielded
to inquiries enough to say that the ver-
dict was a surprise to him.

T don't see how the evidence jnsti-

Bed such a verdict, 'out one thing i«
sure, the Supreme Court will give me
a new trial, and I shall be acquitted."

From the time when the prisoner

was led in to receive the verdict until
the bailiffs conducted him back to his
cell his face showed not one tremor of
any sort of fear. He smiled repeatedly,
even when the verdict was read by the
Clerk, and shook hands with his attor-
neys and others who gathered around
him. After arriving at the jail he re-
tired as usual, apparently undisturbed
by the verdict.

The jury reached a verdict on the
first ballot. They retired at 4:4.~>. and
took their first ballot at 5:10/ It was
unanimous for conviction. Sonr* little
time was consumed in arriving at the
punishment to be inflicted, but this WSS
settled by 8:30, and then the jurors sat
around in their room until If o'clock,
when they announced' their verdict.

BICYCLISTS MEET
AT ST. LOUIS.

National Assembly of the L. A. W.
Convenes in Annual Session.

Entire Day's Proceedings Devoted to Dis-
cussion ot Good Roads.

Interest in the Election at Fever
Heat?Confidently Expected on
All Sides That President Potter
Will be Re-elected and That
His Whole Ticket Will be Sac-
etisi ul.

ST. LOUTS, F>b. S.? The entire day
was devoted by the National ftMillfihly
of the L. A. W.. lv the discussion, t'f
good Is.

Chairman OU-> Doern< r of Milwaukee
presided over the met ting, and in hi*
opening address stated that report*
were coming in from ad over the coun-
try the fanners had entered the
good roads movement with an unex*

l'rofes.sor John Hamilton of Harris-
burg. Pa., President or the National As-
sociation Of Fanner Institute Conduc-
tors, delivered the principal address of
the day.

The meeting did not adjourn until lata
in the afternoon.

I h*- interest in the election has in-
erOßMd to fever heat. The New York
? ? -..tien has posted a bulletin board
in their headquarters on which in
Burked down every vote as fast as it
H ; led ted for Potter. Al S o'clock to-
night the board lead 270 votes pledged.
That President Potter Will be re-eleCt-
ed is confldently expected on all si i s.
and is m W being made on

cided opposition has shown yet, nor
has any other ticket been, made public.
Rumors of the candidacy of George D.
Gideon, ex-Chairman of the Racing
Board, and of Fred Oarioch. ex-Racing
Board member from Chicago, are bruit-
ed about, but have not as yet assumed
definite shape.

The Potter slate is as follows: Pres-
ident. Isaac Potter of New York: First
Vice-President, Thomas J. Keenan of
Pennsylvania; Second Vice-President,
Kdward N. Hints of .Michigan; Secre-
tary, Abott Passett, Massachusetts;
Treasurer, J. C. Tsttersol] of New Jer-

A protracted session of the Racing
Hoard was held to-day, with all the
members present. Professionals from
nearly ail the States were recommend-
ed for transfer to the amateur class,
and their cases will be acted on by tiio
National Assembly. The following
wiw a>{H>ug those so recommended:
California ?Howard W. Squires, Oak-
land.

liverything is now in readiness for
the opening session of the assembly to-
morrow morning, and with but a very
few scattering exceptions, the delegates
have arrived.

The matter which will receive the
most active discussion is local op*i<>n
for divisions. An amendment provid-
ing that State divisions be granted tho
right to determine for themselves
whether or not Sunday bicycle races
should be permitted was introduced
last year at the assembly at Albany,
and was defeated by but six votes. At
that time division option was not con-
sidered to be of moment to the leasm ,
but the defeat of the amendment, occa-
sioning the formation of outlaw leagues
in California and Louisiana, where the
control of the sport passed almost en-
tirely into the hands of the newly

formed organizations, has had the ef-
fect of causing the present delegates' to
hear both sides of the question, and to
determine to decide the case on its mer-
its. The prevailing opinion seems to

be that if it is best for the league, such
an amendment will be adopted at the
present convention. The disposition U>
afford the advocates of Sunday racing
every possible opportunity to give their
plans fair trial extends even among the
members of such States as Massachu-
setts and New York, where previously
strong opposition to the idea was
found. In view of this change of sen-
timent, it is evident that the local Op-
tion amendment win be given thorough

consideration when it comes before tho
assembly on Thursday morning.

Henry Goodman, the Pacific Coast
member of the Racing Board, received
a telegram to-day from George R.
Strong, Chief Consul of the North Cal-
ifornia division, asking that he induce
the Racing Board, If possible, to rein-
state all the seceding riders of the Pa-
cific Coast to their former standing in
the league. This blanket action was
thought to be impossible, and it is sal I
the Racing Board has wired to Mr.
Strong asking that he secure tno
signed requests at once e>f the men who
desire reinstatement, that the matter
may then by placed before the assembly
on his statement that he holds such re-
quests. This request seemingly indi-
cates the entire disruption of the se-
cession movement on the coast, start-
ed just one year ago.

To-night a banquet was held in the?
dining hall of the Southern Hotel ami
the festivities were continued until mid-
night.

Ultimatum Regarding Crete.
ST. PETERSBURG, Feb. o.?Much

importance is attached to a communica-
tion appearing in the official "Messen-
ger, ' in which Russia, abandoning the

candidature of Prince George of Greece

for the Governorship of the island of
Crete, threatens all concerned, declines
all responsibility for the consequences cf
farther dragging the question, and says
Russia will not allow any increase m
the number of Turkish troops in Crete,
or be a party to any coercion of the
Cretans.

No Prohibition in Austria.
VIENNA. Feb. P.?lt is denied that

there Is any question at present of pro-
hibiting the importation of American
fruits and fruit products into Austria.

Condition of the Treasnry.
WASHINGTON, Feb. P.?To-day's

statement of the condition of the treas-
ury shows: Available cash balance,
$£J3,3ob\t>lU; gold reserve, $105,1:04,077.\u25a0 (Continued on Eighth Pag*4 _ *


