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SITUATION ALONG
THE YUKON RIVER.

The War Department Mate Public
Advices From Capt, Ray,

Who Was Sent to Alaska to Report the Con-

ditions in the Mining Country.

Show c Serious State of Affairs,

and That Trouble is Threatened
at Various Places?While Food

is Scarce at Dawson, Miners in

Outlying Camps Are Fairly

Well Supplied ? Will be No

Great Suffering Except Among

Those Unaccustomed to the

Rigorous Climate.

WASHINGTON. Feb. ll.?The War

De, artment to-day made public advices
received from Captain F. H. hay of the
Eighth Infantry, who went to Alaska
to report on conditions in the mining

country. The reports embrace a period
running from October 3d to November
3d, and are dated from Circle City and
Fort Yukon. They show a very serious
state of affairs: that trouble is threat-

ened at various places, and that there
is serious danger of the failure of the

transportation companies to get sufii-
cient supplies.

In a report dated Circle City. Octo-
ber 3d, Captain Ray recommends that
should the Government desire to estab-
lish a post on the upper Yukon, that

the mouth of Mission or American
Creek be chosen as the site, with a

sub-post, if necessary, at Circle City.

The best interests of the service, he
says, require permanent garrisons to

be located well away from mining

towns, so that the troops, if required

to act, will not be biased by local infu-
ences.

"While* food is scarce in Dawson
City." says Ray. "the miners in the

outlying camps are fairly well supplied.
The eating-houses are all closed save
one. While I consider the situation
critical. 1 do not believe there will be
any great loss of life, beyond that in-

cident to a climate so rigorous as this.

That there will be much suffering along

the river and the trail, owing to the

rashness and ignorance of people un-
accustomed to this climate, no well-
informed person here will deny: but

the-e is nothing that should cause
undue anxiety or alarm among people
in the States who have friends in this
country."

Some trouble was engendered because

the master of the Wearc would iwi pro-

ceed to Fort Yukon with fifty people

belonging in Dawson, who had come
down as a volunteer crew at the re-
quest of Manager Heaiy to handle h*-r
for the round trip, so that they eoul 1

obtain winter supplies. The men ap-

pealed to Captain Ray, who says:
"I took them before the agent of the

company, who, after hearing their case,

admitted that the company was re-
sponsible; that he would furnish them

shelter and food until such time as the

liver should become passable and they

could reach Fort Yukon. The whole
matter has been much aggravated by

the drunkenness and inefficiency cf the

master mariner of the Weare.
"Creat injury will result to the com-

mercial interests along this great high-

way if some radical steps are not taken
to protect all persons from such inter-
ference with their legitimate business.
At the same time, there should be some
power to force common carriers to
transport goods for any person offering.

At the present time neither of the trans-
portation companies will transport a
pound of freight for other traders <>r
private parties, forcing ail people com-
ing into the Territory to be wholly de-
pendent upon their stores for their sup-

"A large majority of the people now-
here are peaceabie and law -abiding, but
in the alienee of any person in au-
thority to appeal to for the settlement
of the many differences that are con-
stantly arising they are compelled to
act outside of the law, and when In-
fluenced by passion, prejudice or liquor,

will commit acts that jeopardize great
financial interests, and from which
there is r:o appeal.

"The appeal continues to me to know

if ever the Government is going to send
in officials to enforce the law. Miners
complain that they cannot perfect any
title to their mines, owing to the ab-

sence of any iand office. The depart-

ments are sending out commissions 'o

Commissioners. Receivers and Regis-

ters who cannot qualify for obvious
reasons. The principal one is that there-
is not an official qualified to administer
an oath within a thousand miles of this

"I am not surprised that matters are
not worse-. We are facing a fact. n<>! a
theory, as I believe it is the first time
In the history of ©or «b.vernui.nt that

outlying province where the issues are
vital and Important, both national and
financial. For, if th£ transportation

< ompj.nies cannot he given protection
iJong this river, they will be driven
from 'he field gad a route opened
through British North America to sup-

try."
Captain Kay. under date Circle City.

October 7th. says that the transporta-
tion companies utterly tW ?«? ke->..
promises made to passengers; that Sl'!
people landed at St. Michael destined
for Circle City, nmi about forty-two

reached their aVninatkm. the balance
being stranded between Crd,- City and
.;t Michael. ..r having returned to the

"There has been." he SehSS, 'Teas than
2.6jDQ tons of freight al! told delivered
above Port Yukon and tie-:-- Is now ly-
ing at that point .Vmi tons of provisions
and liquor, cached bj steamers that
could not get over the flats. This; fail-
ure on the part <>f the tra nsport at ion

companies to pat Into the milling dis-

tricts a suffie lent supply of fond has
not only given a serious «-he<-k to the
mining interests, arid caused great suf-

fering, but has destroyed all onfldence
among th<- people in then ability to
supply the demand by this route. lam

well satisfied that much more could be
accomplished if the emph yes of the
transportation companies devoted less
time to personal traffic.

"From what I have learned from
mine owners and prospectors, I am ful-
ly satisfied the greater part of the gold
belt lies in our territory along the
range known as the Upper Ramparts.
Along the Tannanah. Minoon Creek.
Birth Creek and the head of Forty-Mile
there arc diggings that will pay from
£R' to S2O per day per man now lying
idle, as they will not pay expenses at
the present period. I am satisfied that
with adequate means of transportation

and cheaper food this will develop into
one of the greatest gold producing re-
gions in the world.

"A railroad from the head of Cook's
inlet. Prince William Sound, to the
mouth of the Tannanah, from winch
point supplies could he deliveded by
light draught steagners along the'navi-
gable tributaries of the Yukon, will se-
cure our people tin* commerce of this
whole country.

"I O. K. the orders for all supplies

which the Government is to be respon-
sible' for, and will submit the total
amounts when the work is finished.
Both agents have verbally asked me
to take charge of the caches, which I
have refused to do for cogent reasons.
I shall not force an issue, but shall
defend the caches from violence and
piliage, as they contain the only pro-
visions this side of Dawson, upon which
many hundreds of people are depend-
ent for existence for the next seven
months.

"Should it come to fixing the amount
each shall receive. I may then be com-
pelled to take charge, as I find there
are many lawless and turbulent char-
acters here. I have gone over the stock
and manifests of both companies, and
find that both have exaggerated the
amount on hand here. The people ar-
riving here all agree in stating that the
managers of both companies urged peo-
ple to come here, stating as an induce-
ment that there was over 1,000 tons of
provisions at this place, when in fact
there is less than :'.(M> tons, and that
badly assorted for issue. With a ra-
tion of three pounds per day, there can
be fed at this place JHJO people until
the first of June, without tea or coffee.
I may be placed In a position when I
may be compelled to tak>- possession of
the caches to save them from pillage

and to insure an equitable distribution.

" I went up to Fort Yukon with Lieu-
tenant Richardson, and soon after
reaching there was waited upon by a
committee from the miners' meeting,

who stated in their demands that there
were seventy-five of them, and they de-
manded that they be furnished. on
credit, 'an outfit of provisions and
clothing for nine months.' This Mr.
Davis, the agent, declined to do. I
explained to them that I would give

orders on the stores for food to feed
the destitute, but as the companies of-
fered work at good wages, the able-

bodied should accept it, and those hav-
ing money would be allowed to pur-
chase a reasonable outfit of provisions
for the balance of the year.

"I came away without getting any

definite answer out uf them, leaving

Lieutenant Richardson at the cache for
the night. I received a note from him
saying he believed they intended to at-
tack the cache at tfl a. m. the next
day. lat once, issued notices taking
possession of the cache, and had them
posted that night on the door of th?.
Store house and in all the camps, and
early next nKiming started from here
with twenty-five volunteers. T couid
not arm them efficiently, being able to
raise oniy five titles and a few pistols,

so I determined it wise not to take
anything but pistols concealed.
? Soon after starting, word came to
me that they had passed a resolution
to arrest me should 1 attempt to go
to the cache. When I arrived within
one and one-half miles of the cache I
was met by one man (Noblette). who
stated that the miners wished to have
me come to their camp to talk over the
situation, which I declined to do. He
then came out in his true colors, and
said they had determined to prevent
my going forward by force, and at a
signal from him twenty-two men armed
with rifles came out of the timber and
covered the party.

"I stated my terms to feed the desti-
tute, and as long as the companies
would take wood they were to go to

work at the rate of per cord, and
if they could not get work, they woUtd
be fed. If possible, until ithe river
opened; that bona fide miners could ob-
tain outfits, provided they went into
the field. In a few moments he (N'ob-

lette), i t turned and said they accepte d
the terms, and 1 went on to the cache,
w here 1 found between thirty and fot -
ty men who said they had nothing, and
I caused all to be fed. I have hoisted
tii- Sag over the buildings and placed a
guard.

i'his is not a case of worthy desti-
tute miners. It is premeditated rob-
bery, and had they been able to get
possession of either Lieutenant Rich-
ardson Mi- myself, th" cache would have
been lost. A number of very desper-
ate and lawless characters have been
f< h -d out of Dawson. Northwest Ter-

"I believe my experience confirms my

that some radical steps are necessary
to give Protection to life and property-
next summer, with the opening of nav-
igation. lam still of the opinion that
it should be a military Government,
with power to hunt to the. death the

Under date of November 2d, Captain
Kay recommends that the Government

ike steps to effectually check immigra-
te nt i this region of ail people who
d<> not come prepared with sufficient
provisions t" last them for two years.

The next day he submits a reoom-
l iation for a patrol steamer to
check the operations of the lawless.

Accompanying tbe report is a letter

';?\u25a0!?? W' are and M.-mag-r Healv of the
N. A. T. & T. Company, strongly ap-
pealing for the protection of the strong

iarm of the military, and a letter to
Captain Healy from Captain Bay, ad-
vising the Company that It must take
steps to check the exodus down the

'lone are short, amounting to -ess than

use its influence to secure legislation
for the itot. rtioo of the country hy the

Bill to Change a County's Name.
[ FRANKF* iRT (Ky.). Feb. 11 - One of!
jthe new Pills Introduced In th- House)
| to-day was l>y Mount (Pop ), proposing j
Itoe image the nam.- of e'arlisle County
ito "William Jennings Bryan" County.

Good Crops in India.
CAIX""TTA. Feb. 11 .--Kxcellent rains

in Northern and Central India have
insured successful spring crops. The
nk'sju- is spreading alarmingly In the
Punjab.

DE LOME INCIDENT
REGARDED SETTLED.

No Further Action Expected to be
Taken in the Matter,

Unless Minister Woodford's Report Con-
tains Something Unexpected.

Dc Lome Packing Up His Effects

Preparatory to Leaving for
Spain. Which He Is Expected to

Do Next Week?Charge d'Af-

faires Debosic Calls at the State

Department and Presents His

Credentials.

WASHINGTON, Feb. II.?The per-
sonal incident growing out of the pub-

lication of Senor de Lome's letter to

Senor Canalejas may be regarded as
settled. This has been brought about
by the short cablegram sent by Min-
ister Woodford from Madrid, in which
he states that the Minister had re-
signed and his resignation had been
accepted before he (Mr. Woodford) pre-

sented the request of the I'nited States
that he be recalled.

The officials here feel an interest in
learning the details of happenings in
Madrid yesterday, and are watting for
Mr. Woodford's promised full report.

Rut unless this should contain some
statement that is not expected, there
is no disposition on the part of the

Government to protract the closing of
this unpleasant incident, and it is not
expected that anything in the nature
of a demand or apology would be

made. If a graceful disclaimer should. that will be taken in the spiiit
in which it is made, otherwise the mat-
ter will be dropped, and the relations
between the State Department and the
Spanish Legation will run smoothly

once mote through the medium of Senor
Debosie, the First Secretary, and now
Charge d'Affaires.

It <an be said for the President that
ho shows little personal concern in the
matter as it stands, and is not disposed

to pursue Mr. de Lome in any personal
spirit, and with this spirit in the head
of the American nation the end of the
affair may be said to have been reached.

The following statement was given

out for publication at the State De-
partment this morning:

"General Woodford telegraphed that
the Minister's resignation had been ac-
cepted before he presented the tele-
gram from the department. He added
that the First Secretary will be placed
in charge of the legation, and a new
Minister win be appointed at once. Full
reports to follow."

It is believed'here that the incident
is thus practically closed. All sorts
of rumors were in circulation last night,
including one that a special Cabin-t
meeting was held at midnight. It can
be stated positively that no Cabinet
meeting, formal or informal, was held
last night.

As the representative of Spain, Senor
Don Juan Dubosie called at noon to-
day at the State Department and pre-
sented in writing the notification of
the Spanish Government that the res-
ignation of Senor Enrique Dupuy de
Lome had been accepted, and that
Senor Dubosie was authorized to rep-
resent his Government as Charge d'Af-
faires ad interim. The notification was
purely formal, giving the facts of the
transfer. Having assumed his duties.
Mr. Dubosie paid a call of respect to
the State Department. He was not
accompanied by Senor de Lome.

The acceptance of the Minister's res-
ignation constitutes sue-h an apology as
will be made, and beyond this, so far AM
present indications go. there will be no
further formalities beyond the depart-
ure of Senor de Lome. He will sail
from the United Slates about the mid-
dle of next week.

Senor de Lome received a represen-
tative of the legation this afternoon,
and for the first time withdrew the
condition of secrecy which had been im-
posed during the trying statement and
of the mc ident. All about were evi-
dences of preparation for departure.
The spacious entrances were piled high
with huge packing boxes, and several
men were stowing away goods. Ex-
press wagons were at the side and rear
entrances.

Senor de Lome was in the legation
office at the desk he has so long occu-
pied. He preserved that outward calm
which has marked him during other
critical stages of the Spanish-Cuban
contest.

' This will be the last time I will see
you as Minister ~f Spain." said he, "for
1 am about to turn over to Mr. Du-
boete ail the affairs of the Legation, and
I will be the private c itizen. In my p:i-
vate capacity I will be glad to see you
at any time during the brief time that I
remain."

The late Minister referred to his plans.
He said he expected to leave Washing-
ton as soon as possible, taking into con-
sideration the time of departure of the
Atlantic Steamers. He expressed satis-
faction that his going would be with
the privacy which a private citizen
could enjoy. It would take him, he
thought, one or two days to wind up the
routine affairs Of the office, persona] ami
official Personally, he would prefer not

to -o to -Madrid, and unless the Gov-
ernment command* him to go to the
Capital, he probably will visit some
other place and then go to his estate
near Valencia.

DE LOME VERY INDISCRESST.
MADRID. Feb. 11.?The "Imparclai,"

referring to the resignation of Senor De
Lon says: "The Government was wise
to accord Benor i>e Lome's resignation.
His indiscretion has only occasioned the

(love rnm< nt vexation."
The "Liberal" takes the same View

of the case, and adds. "We do not wish
to blame the vile conduct Of the pers >ns
capable of such a theft. The references
contained in the official and private cor-
reSpondencS of Mr. Taylor were far
graver."

The Premier, Benor sagasta. said to
the correspondent of the Associated
Pi ess: '1 was surprised at Senor De
Lome's l< tier, for in all his communica-
tion, official and private, addressed to
the Government he spoke respectfully
of President McKinley. I regret De
Lome's indiscretion and folly, for he

rendered much aid and signal service
at Washington."

On the Question of Senor De Lome's
successor, Senor Sagasia was reticent.

According to a dispatch received
from Havana, the letter of Senor De
Lome to Senor Canalejas was ab-
stracted by the person charged to for-
ward it to the latter, and, it is added,
this person received $1,000 for it.

The decree accepting Seller Dupuy De

Lome's resignation has been signed, and
will be saaetted-
OUR GOVERNMENTS ACTION AP-

PROVED.
LONDON, Fob. 11.?The afternoon

papers of this city approve of the ac-
tion of the United States Government
in the De Lome affair.

EX-MINISTER TAYLOR SURPRISED
MOBILE (.Ala.), Feb. Ll.?Hannls

Taylor, former Minister to Spain, who
is residing in this city, when convinced
of the authenticity of the De Lome let-
ter. »xpressed surprise at this ungrate-

ful and indiscreet action. Mr. Taylor

says De Lome is undoubtedly the most

brilliant and discerning diplomat in the
service of Spain, and that his present

imprudence is inexplicabl .
PUSHING SPANISH WORK.

LONDON, Feb. 11.?A dispatch to the
"Standard" from Glasgow says the
Spanish Government has requested the
Clyde Shipbuilding Company to push
Spanish work. The company yesterday
dispatched to Spain a high speed tor-
pedo catcher, fully manned by Span-

iards.

TRAGEDY IN KENTUCKY.

A Woman and Her Daughter Shot
to Death by Officers.

CINCINNATI. Feb. 11. ? A ' Times-

Star" special from Vanceburg, Ky.,

says:
At Esculapia, this county, this morn-

ing, Constables Cropper and Thacker
attempted to arrest an old lady named
Crowe, who was at her home with sev-
eral grown-up daughters. Before the.
officers realized it one of the girls flew
at them like an enraged tigress with a
big knife, dangerously wounding both
officers.

By this time the old lady and an-

other daughter drew revolvers, and the
officers realized that it was a fight for
life. The battle raged for a few mo-
ments, and after the smoke had cleared
Mrs. Crowe was found dead, shot to

pieces, and one daughter dead. Those

who survived are in a dangerous condi-
tion.

RAILWAYBONDS SOLD.

Twelve and a Half Millions Issued
by the Louisville and Nashville.
NEW YORK, Feb. 11.?August Bel-

mont. Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad Company, announced to-day

that he had sold to the banking-house

of Vermilye & Co. of this city SI 2.500.-
--009 of collateral trust twenty-year 4
per cent, gold bonds of the company.
The proceeds of the sale are to be used
to retire $7,070,090 consolidated mort-
gage 7 per cent, bonds of the company,
maturing April Ist next, and to reim-

burse the treasury for the cost of the
Paducah and Memphis Division anl
improvements upon it.

Nominations by the President.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.? The Presi-

dent to-day sent these nominations to

the Senate: John H. Buford, to be Chief
Justice, and Bayard T. Hayner Asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of
the Territory of Oklahoma; Edwin S.
Cunningham of Tennessee, to be Consul
at Aden, Arabia.

LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WHEELMEN

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY COM-

PLETES ITS SESSIONS.

The All-Important Question of Lo-
cal Option in the Matter of Sun-

day Racing Again Defeated.

ST. LOUIS, Feb. 11. ? After
days of hard work the National As-
sembly of the League of American
Wheelmen to-night finally adjourne.l,
after one of the most notable sessions
ever held by that body. The all-im-
portant question of local option in the
matter of Sunday racing was again
defeated, an amendment providing that
State divisions be granted the right to
determine for themselves whether
not Sunday bicycle races should be per-

mitted being voted down by but six
votes.

Thirty-two other amendments were
disposed of during the day in various
w ays. Some were indefinitely post-
pom d or withdrawn, while four were
defeated.

Among the more important of those
adopted are the following:

Arti< b- HI. of the constitution, a new
section inserted to read: No. it. No pro-
fessional shall be eligible to entry in
any open race run under the rules of
the league of American Wheelmen un-
less he is registered with the Racing

Hoard.
Article 111.. Section 8 (L). Substitute;

Cent- slants at meets closed to a cole ..
or to any number of colleges forming

an Intercollegiate meet may for these
meets be only governed by the amateur
rules of tlte Intercollegiate Association
of Amateur Athletes of America

Article V.. Section .''., was amended by
striking out the word ?wheelmen."

Other amendments adopted provided
for the payment of $2,500 a year 'as

compensatiofi to Chairman Mott of the
National Racing Board, and declaring
that hereafter no sanctions would be
given for any six-day continuous rare
unless the riders be compelled to take
at least two hours' rest out of every
twenty-four.

Resolutions were adopted fixing the
registration fee for professionals at $-
per year, (ailing on the National Gov-
ernment to push the demand on the
Turkish Government for the payment
of $40,000 indemnity to the mother if
Frank E. Eenz, the Pittsburg member
of the E. A. W. who was murdered in

Turkish territory while on a tour of
the \\ orld.

R. C. Botier of Milwaukee introduced
the following resolution, which was
warmly indorsed by prominent men in
the league, and finally adopted:

Resotved, That the Executive Com-
mittee of the L. A. W. be instructed to
investigate the feasibility of turning

over to some other organization or body

the control of racing, and to report its
results at the next National Assembly.

This concluded the work of the as-
sembly, which adjourned sine die.

REVIEW OF TRADE
CONDITIONS.

Business Pushing Toward Spring
Activity Rather Early,

Good Buying of Iron and a Rise in Cotton
the Controlling Events.

Business Shown by Bank Clearings

tho Past Week Larger Than
Ever Before?Failures Continue
to Make Favorable Comparisons

With Previous Weeks and

Years.

NEW YORK, Feb. 11.? R. G. Dun ft
Co.'s "Weekly Review of Trade" will
say in its issue of to-morrow:

I Business is pushing toward spring

jactivity rather early. Events which
1have controlled are good buying of iron
jby the largest makers, the rise in oot-
Iton with strength in goods, the great
railway consolidations and the Cuban

: insurrection. The latter, with its pos-
!sibilities. operates as a brake on spec-
ulation, and foolishne3S of local trad-

| ets gave foreigners a much desired op-

iportunity to buy stocks on balance,

? about 45,000 shares. January earn-, Hags, $38,017,417 already reported, are
; 10.6 per cent, better than last year and
0.5 better than in IM>7, showing the

ibest month in six years at least, and
February returns thus far are proni-

The output of pig iron in February

was 229,893 tons weekly, the largest

in the history of the business, but the
reported buying of 180,000 tons l>esse-
mer iron by the Carnegie Company and

i 109,000 by another of the largest steel
concerns, nevertheless, means decision
by the ablest manufacturers that the
unprecedented output of pig will soon

[ prove too smail for the growing de-
mands for finished products. The lll-

[lnois Steel Company has contracted f >r
la million tons of Bessemer ore, and pro-

Iducers of other ranges count upon an
advance in prices. Bessemer pig rose?

1 to $M 15 and grey forge to $!> at Pitts-
burg, with finished products generally

! stmng and large demand at this sea-
r°n - l .Rail contracts already cover, it is

'said, more than last year's production,

Ithe railways buying earlier than usual.
Bar contracts for cars, wagons, agri-

cultural implements and other manu-
factures are heavy at the West, struc-
tural contracts there are very numer-
ous and at the East large, with 50,000
tons estimated for New York buildings
alone'this year, "While plate and sheet
contracts for the season are unprece-
dented.
I January was one of the biggest

Imonths in Cinnellsville in years, the

I coke output being b.'tfJO." tons, and
furnace eontlnu d at ihe same price. Tin
jrose to Tic. in spite of heayy ship-

! ments, and copper to 11c or better, in
jspite of enormous American produ* -
tion.

The rise in cotton. 5-10 of a cent for
a week, results in pArt better prospects

for manufacture here and abroad, but
only in part. The actual movement
shows no change of consequence, but
prices of goods have a stronger tone.
With the better tone prevailing, this
manufacture should soon feel the heavy

demand which other industries are
meeting.

Wools sales at the chief cities were
only 5.303,200 pounds for the week and
11,984,900 for two weeks, against 22,-
--721,900 last year. Prices are still
str ing, in spite of the general Indiffer-
ence of manufacturers, who seem to

have secured ample supplies.

For the better grades of woolen goods
an advance averaging 17..*>0 per cent,

ad van- from fast year is readily main-
tained. The opening of works idle for
a year, in spite of the heavy produc-
tion already assured, is a striking feat-
ure In this, as in the iron and other
industries, and implies heavier demands
for products than are now met by the
unprecedented output.

Wheat has been strong, with spot ad-
vancing 2 c uts and May 2%, though
Western receipts have been for two
weeks 5,539,178 bushels, against 3,317,-
--975 last year, but Atlantic exports
have been 5.274,438 bushels, flour in-
cluded, against 4.02b,05M! in two weeks
last year, with Pacific exports large.
Corn exports are also surprisingly well
sustained, 7,164,762 bushels, against 7.-
--823,895 last year, anil the price has ad-
vanced a trifle. It is yet too early for
prospects of a coming crop to influence
markets materially, and heavy opera-
tions at Chicago, with reported sales of
a million bushels for export on Thurs-
day, have d. terred Speculative selling.

Business shown by bank clearings is
again larger than ever before, 54.7
iarger than last year for the week and
for the month to date. 44.3 per cent,

larger than last year and 19,6 per cent,

larger than in 1892,
Failures for the week have been 259

in the United States, against 297 last
year, and 4,'! in Canada, against til last
year.

NEW YORK. Feb. 11.?Bradstreet's
to-morrow will say:

A number of favorable circumstances
and events present themselves this
week. Perhaps the most notable of
these are the renewed activity and con-
fidence in the iron and stee! mark v.
accompanied by prompt and even tap:d

advances in several grades of pig-iron
and steel, and the advance in the price

of raw cotton.
What might be regarded as a minor

featuie In the business; situation,
though at th>> same time containing

much that is hopeful to the interest
involved. Is a quite general improve-
ment in distributive trade and demand
in the Central West and in the South,

w here spring trade is reported opening

in good share. Less favorable features
of the week are the slowness of spring

trade in dry goods at New York and
other Eastern centers, except Boston,

and the mild weather in the Northwest,
rendering it likely that retailers' stocks
carried over will be longer than earlier
expected.

Although tho advance In cotton ha?
been claimed to be too rapid, it has
undoubtedly imparted a much more
cheerful tone to the Southern business
situation, and with the advance in iron
and steel has done much to add to the

confidence with which the trade out-
look for ISOS |a regarded.

Business failures continue to make
favorable comparisons with previous
weeks and years, the total for the week
just ended being 278, against 296 last
week, 3Qt] in the corresponding week
of ISIV7. and oSI in this week of 189U.
Canadian failures for the week num-
ber 01, against 42 last week, but com-
pare With 54 in this week a year ago.
and 70 in the corresponding week of
1896.

Wheat exports fall slightly below last
week's reduced total, aggregating for
the week 3,439,501 bushels, against
635,000 bushels las- week, 2,061,000
bushels in the corresponding week Of
1897, and 2,718,000 bushels In 1893.

Corn exports show a gain, amounting
as they do. to 4,bvVS.<Hro bushels, against
1,104,000 bushels last week, and 1.169,-
--<*>> bushels in this week last year.

Bank clearings continue to point to
an immense business doing in the coun-
try at large in a total aggregating, for
the week, $1,434,000,000 lem that; 2 per
cent, smaller than last week, 92 per
cent, larger than in the corresponding
week last year, and 98 per cent, target
than this week in 18961

EASTERN CHAIN MARKET.
CHICAGO. Feb. 11.?There was .» big

demand for wheat right from the start
May, which closed yesterday at 96%c,
opened to-day at 97%G97%e. Then
was considerable selling by interests
who have been putting wheat on the
market for some time past, but th-' de-

valued Bteadii* not stopping until 98(

had been reached. There were two big
factors in tho advance?the Loiter ship-

ments abroad and the Liverpool
strength. The former was given* the
most attention. It was stated on the
floor, and not denied by the Leiter in-
terests, that arrangements are being

made for the shipment of 4.<mkumk»
bushels of wheat to the seaboard. Con-
tracts have already been let for 2.t««'.-

--bushels of this, it is said, and the
moving of so much cash wheat has had
a marked effect on shorts. Liverpool

was very strong, early cables showing
%& advance, and later advices showed
that market up.

Private cables state that the strength

was on superlative demand and light
.supply. Liverpool has received but
272,000 bushels in six days, not much
over a third of the weekly consumptive

demand. Argentine shipments for the
week were TIH.'HX* bushels, much less
than generally expected.

After advancing to 98c, the mark t

eased off somewhat. There was a let-
up in the urgent drtnand, with the usu-
al selling by people who have bee;-;

playing for a break, and May reached
to Then for an hour the pri> \u25a0
moved between l»7:t4< and 68c, most of
the time being at i»7"4. After that tho

market again became active and very
strong. Late cablegrams brought lib-

eral buying orde>rs to the seaboard, and
about an hour from the close here it
was stated that seventy boatloads bad
been taken for export. A considerable
portion was from Philadelphia and
Baltimore. Three steamers chartered
were supposed to be for Leiter's grain.

Closing cables were all firm and high-

er. The announcement of the export

business gave at touch of genuine ex-
citement to the market, sending shorts
to cover in a hurry, and the price
was seht up to the top figure "
the day. Then the market quieted

clown. May was bringing D7%©97%C at
the close.

LEITER'S WHEAT.

Entire Lot Believed to Have Been
Sold to an English Syndicate.

CHICAGO, Feb. 11.?It is positively
stated that contracts for moving l..">t>o\-
-000 bushels of Leiter w heat to the sea-
board have been made. Of this the
Grand Trunk is said to have secured
500,000 bushels, the Nickel Plate .><h>,-

--000, and the Lehigh Valley ."VM.IhMi
bushels. The cereal will be carried on
a through rate from Chicago to River-
pool, so it cannot be ascertained what
proportion will accrue to the railroads
for the haul to the seaboard.

The "Chronicle" pays: it is estimated
that the Loiter holdings of wheat ;n

this city and atloat will cxc eed 10,00©,-
--tnio bushels, and since a recent visit to
this city of the Eastern exporters the
suspicion has arisen that the entire
amount has been disposed of to a Brit-
ish syndicate. Freight men do not deny
that negotiations looking to the placing
of large contracts have been pending
for some time, and it is asserted on
good authority that every prominent

Eastern line connecting with Chicago
lias been invited to bid on the trans-
portation of an indefinitely large

amount of wheat to the seaboard.

GOLD IN ALASKA.

Deposits Rivaling Those of the
British Northwest Territory.

WASHINGTON, F. b. IL?Pursuant
to instructions Inn? th- Acting Secre-
tary of War. a special supplementary
report has be-n prepared by K. Hazard
W'-lls. who aaagent of the Department

of War is bringing attention to Cap-

tain Ray's dispatches.

Mr. Wells has been in the country
three times, has traversed the interior
of Alaska, and has a practical knowl-
edge of the country that is inhabited
by few persons. He says, among other
things:

"There arc undoubtedly large depos-

its of gold in Alaska, rivaling those Of
the British Northwest Territory. I no-
ticed excellent mineral indications on
the Tanana River and in other localities
in IS!M>. I discovered a true fissure
vein of quartz eight feet In diameter,
with Well-defined casing rocks, upon
the tipper Tanana. This quartz evi-
dently contained metal. Specimens
which I secured to take out to San
Francisco for assay were subsequently
lost in a river catastrophe. Numerous
creeks entering the upper Tanana re-
vealed colors of gold in the sands."

SECRETARY ALGER.

Makes His Appearance at a Meet-
ing of the Cabinet.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.?The Presi-
dent and the .members of the Cabinet
were surprised at the appearance of
Secretary Alger at the regular meeting
of the Cabinet to-day. This is the first
time in eight weeks that he has been
able to attend. The Secretary looked
worn from his long illness, and did
not remain long at the meeting, but the
great progress he has made toward re-
oovery r was noticeable. He leaves to-
morrow morning for Fortress Monroe.

Condition of the Treasury.
WASHINGTON. Feb. 11. ? To-day's

statement of the condition of the treas-
ury shows: Available cash balanc .
$\u25a0?217,081,250; gold reserve, $105,770,855.

CONGRESSIONAL
PROCEEDINGS.

Debate on Indian Appropriation Bill
Completed in Senate.

After Being Amended to Some Extent tha
Measure is Finally Passed.

The Most Important Amendment
Restores the Free Homestead
Law. So Far as ItRelates to In-
dian Lands Ceded to the United
States, for Which Lands Set-
tlers Have Been Obliged to Pay
the Purchase Price Paid to tho
Indians.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.-Consider-
ation of the Indian appropriation bil
?pa resumed by tbe Senate to-day. and
after being amended to some extent
the measure Was passed. The most
important amendment t<< the bill was
that offered by Pettigrew of South Da-
kota, which, if finally enacted, will re-
store the free bomeatead law so tar us
it relates to Indian lands ceded to list

tiers have been obliged to pay the pur-
chase price paid to the Indians. The
bill carries appropriations aggregating
nearly $8,000,000.

After the Senate met to-day a bill
providing for American register of th<a
steamer Leelanu.v of San Francisco
was passed.

Allen of Nebraska introduced a reso-
lution directing ;h,. Committee on For-
eign Relations to inquire whether ttie
yacht Buccaneer, owned by William R.
Hearst, had been seised and was being
held by the Spanish «io\ emrnent, and
it was agreed to.

The Indian appropriation bill was

Al!<n withdrew his appeal from the
decision of the v'ice-Presldent, which
was pending when the Senate adjourn-

Pettigrew of South Dakota offered an
amendment providing for restoration of
free homestead laws. He explained
that the amendment, if adopted, would
allow settlers to secure title to their
lands after a perioei of five years by
the payment of the l,and Oflice fees,
it restored the homestead law of 1982.

Carter of Montana supported the)

amendment. He maintained that un-
der the free bomeatead law settlers had
become prosperous. Under it the
great State of Illinois had been re-
deemed and made one of the most fer-
tile and prosperous spots on the face
of the earth. As soon as the Govern-
ment auctioneer was excluded from th ?
land It bloomed as the rose, and settlers
attained prosperity. As it was in Ill-
inois, so also it had be en in Indiana.
lowa, Minnesota and other great
States.

Carter referred to the difficulty set-
tlers in Oklahoma had had in making
the payments demanded by the Gov-
ernment.

Allison said he would have to mak. 1

the point of order against the amend-
ment.

Pettigrew then withdrew the amend-
ment, and offered another, eliminating
the military reservations which hay-»

been opened to settlement.
The amendment as amended. Allison

said, removed his point of order. He
thought, however, that the amendment
would do no injusticel to the people, be-
cause the lands that have been opened

to settlement have cost the Government
a large sum of money. Some of the
land is worth J?4M an acre, and yet Al-
lison held that the proposed amend-
ment made no distinction between tlr*
more valuable and less valuable. Should
the amendment be enacted into law, in
a few instances men who have taken up
valuable lands would not have to pay
for them.

PMCoe gave notice that he would
thereafter, In the event of the enact-
ment of the amendment. press thi
claims of the settlers on abandoned
military reservations.

The amendment was then adopted
without division. It is as follows:

"That all settlers under the home-
stead laws of the United States upon
the public lands acquired prior to the
passage of this Act. by treaty or agree-
ment, from the various Indian tribes
who have or who shall hereafter re-
side upon the tract entered in good

faith for the period required by exist-
ing law. shall be entitled to a patent
for the lands so entered, upon the pay-
ment to the local land officers of th-?
usual and customary fees, and no other
or further charge of any kind whatso-
ever shall be required from such set-
tler to entitle him to a patent for the
land covered by his entry: provided,

that the light to commute such entry

and pay for said lands in the option of
any such letter, and in the time and at
the prices now fixed by existing laws,
shall remain in full force and effect:
provided, however, that all sums of
money so released, which if not released
would belong to any Indian tribe, shall
be paid to such Indian tribe by the
United States."

Allen of Nebraska introduced his

amendment providing for a restoration
ot annuities of tic Satttee Indians, and
discussed it in extent

The amendments to the bill were
agreed t". and as amended, the bill was
passed.

Bills for the establishment, control,
operation and maintenance of th°

northern branch of the National Horn*

for Disabled Volunteers at Ho;

Springs. South Dakota: for the relief
of the sufferers by the wreck of the
United States revenue cutter Gallatin

off the coast of Massachusetts in 1802;

granting to the State of Kansas th*
abandoned Hayes Military reservation
for the purpose of establishing Western
branches of the Kansas Aericultural
College and of the Kansas State Nor-
mal School thereon and for a publia
park, and to provide for the revision

and adjustment of the sales of the Otoe
and Missouri reservation lands in Kan-
sas and Nebraska and confirm the ti-
tles under the salts, were passed.

On motion of Cockrell (D.) of Missou-
ri, the Senate, at 0:40. went into exec-
utive session.

At 5 p. m., the Senate adjourned un-
til Monday.


