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The Orpheum management brings to
the Sacramento house for this week
the most sensational bill yet. The chief
attraction is “the Great Gautier” and
his trained horses. This act is per-
formed by Mons. Gautier and his beau-
tiful saddle horse on a pedestal eight
feet high and fifteen feet in diameter.
The horse performs many tricks that
would of themselves be wonderful in
the circus ring. To do these same
tricks on a raised pedestal and within
such narrow confines makes the act
doubly interesting, and added danger
makes it the more thrilling. Mons.
Gautier has been classed as the greatest
horse trainer of Europe. In the act
as produced here two horses will be
used, a saddle horse and trick pony.
This act is by far the highest priced
animal act on the vaudeville stage.
Mons. Gautier carries with him two
assistants, and to provide against ac-
cident carries four horses. Including
salaries and expressage on the horses
and other excess baggage, this act is
costing the Orpheum management over
$£1,000 a week., That the Orpheum man-
agement intends to give the Sacramento
house the benefit of all the best acts
brought to the circuit is evident from
sending here this act, which is the
most expensive one booked since the
opening of the Sacramento season. The
remain@er of the bill is very good.
The novelty feature of the bill is Drawee,
great comic juggler, brought from Mex-
ico by Gustave Walter, and makes his
first appearance on the Orpheum cir-
cuit here. Sacramento frequently has
the opportunity of getting the “first
whack,” so to speak, at the Orpheum
people. Clivette, Crimmins and Gore,
Fillis Dogs, the Brothers Damm, and
a number of other Orpheum features

most, and it owes so much less than
usual to slang that it is quite a notable
advance in the farce kind of writing.
It is not only a most successful piece
of work, as it stands, but it is a proof
that the possibilities of clean farce are
but opening up, to the author and to
the stage.
* % *

Monday evening, the 21st, the mu-
sical clubs of the University of Cali-
fornia will give a concert at the Con-
gregational Church., The Glee, Banjo
and Mandolin Clubs will be present in
full numbers. The soloisis will be Otto
T. Wedemeyer, baritone; Mr. Kuster,
‘celloist, and Clinton R. Morse, tenor.
The university clubs always give en-
joyable concerts here, full of both
mirth and mausic. On this occasion
they promise two numbers by the man-
dolinists, two by the Banjo Club,
four by the Glee Club, one by
the Berkeley Quartet, and three so-
los, The programme before us is va-
ried, and ranges from classical to com-
edy numbers.

* % *

New York Times: The failure of Jo-
seph Arthur’s drama of village life in
Southern Indiana called “The Salt of
the Earth,” which, though not an ex-
alted work of art, was yet not less co-
herent or more grotesque than a num-
ber of other rural pieces which were
remarkably successful a few years ago,
may indicate that the multitude is get-
ting tired of the stage bumpkin and his
corollary, the property pumpkin. Never
mind, The longing for- uncouth dia-
lect, cowskin boots, real washtubs, and
the shining tins of the raucous-voiced
housewife will come again. Now it is
melodrama, and again it is farce which
the multitude rejects. We shall return
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THE GREAT GAUTIER, AT THE ORPHEUM.

have opened in Sacramento and played
this house before going to San Francis-
co or any other house., Athur Cohnrich,
a fine baritone, will appear in descrip-
tive ballads. Al Wilson, the German
comedian and yodler, who scored such
a success, returns for one week with a
new line of jokes and songs, and Lillian
Leslie has been retained and will ap-
pear in a new repertoire. The Nawns,
who have proved such favorites, have
been engaged to remain another week,
but this will probably be the last op-|

portunity of seeing them for a Inng'
time. The Gloss Brothers, gladiatorial
acrobats, are also retained on the biil
and promise new acrobatic feats,
- L4 -
At the Metropolitan Theater on

Thursday evening fiext we are to have
that inimitable comedian, Harry Cor-
son Clarke, a great favorite in Califor-
nia, with his new company in the latest
comedy, “What Happened to Jones.”
It scored a success in San Francisco at
the reopening of the Columbia Theater,
and of it the San Francisco “Chronicle”
said:

The play has already been recognized
in New York and the East, where it has|
been making the fame and fortune of!
the young author, Mr: Broadhurst
“What Happened to Jones” is a quite
ingenious complication of most humor-
ous situations, It is another sample of
the developing farce talent of the coun-
try, and in its brightness of lines and |
originality of amusing contretemps it
compares with the best of the English
pieces of the Kind.

Mr. Broadhurst has sought to gain no
effect by needless breadth of humor.
It is all within the lines of comedy, al-

- ST MATEANT Y A TTETT AONE

i The
wrecks of companies that started out

' able to weather

some day to our rustic drama; and
then, perhaps, it may be developed from
the point ¢f intelligibility and true ob-
servation of character to which Joseph
Arthur and his colaborer carried it in
certain scenes of “Blue Jeans,” a drama
which doubtless owed much of its suc-
cess to its real buzz-saw and the buf-
foonery of its last act, but which, never.-
theless, had sounder claims than these
represented to the approval of generous
critices.
* * -

The New York World says: Probably
never in the history of theaters has road
business been worse than this season.
various circuits are strewn with

hopefully and came to an untimely end.
The distance traveled depended entirely
upon the depth of the financial backing.
Only the strongest attractions have been
the storms, and even
they have nothing great to boast of. On
the other hand the season in this city
has been particularly good, and the ma-
jority of local managers, who have not
been obliged to bolster up road losses,
are correspondingly jubilant.
- “ *

One night during Richard Mansfield's
engagement in Washington a paper
guarter of the old currency issue was
passed into the box office for a gallery
ticket. As the curious piece of obsolete
monev came in, the treasurer remarked:
“There goes a man who has been saving
a quarter for thirty years to see Mans-
fleld.”

= L -

An old Westerner, hearing that Rob-
&rt Mantell was born in Ayrshire, Scot-
land, asked the actor if, maybe, he were

TIAN AT THE METROPOTITAN.

not named after Robert Burns. “Yes,”
replied Mantell, “many years after.”
. * * %

Detroit Free Press: Many things ap-
parently illogical must be done on the
stage to secure effect by inspiring the
imagination. Absolute realism would
be fatal. We cannot set our course in
striet accordance with probability. That
would bring us down to the common-
place level in a great hurry. Under cer-
tain conditions it {s the necegsitv of
dramatic art to make (%e impossible
seem real. :
S.e s

As a result of the ordinance passed
by the Board of Aldermen of Boston
that whenever the patron of any theater
requested the manager to have a hat or
bonnet removed it must be done under
penalty or forfeiture of license, it was
announced on a recent night from the
stage of one of the leading vaudeville
theaters of that city that ‘‘on and after
lo-morrow every woman must remove
her hat or bonnet, either before taking
her seat, or immediately thereafter.”

2 * =

Georges Jubin, a French melodra-
matist, thus formulates the rules of
popular stagecraft:

First—The popular drama must be di-
rected rather to the sensibility of the
public than to its intelligence; it must
seek to stir the audience and not to
teach it. The public goes to a theater
to listen to a play, not a sermon.

Second—The emotions must be va-
ried, and the comic mixed with the
pathetic. Long-continued terror or fun
is too great a strain for simple souls
abandoning themselves entirely to the
one or the other for the time being.
It is good that laughter should stop
the flow of tears, and better still, that a
tinge of sadness should point the way
to happiness.

Third—The play must have as simple
and as general a moral as possible,
and, having occupied the imagination
by means of its dramatic intricacies,
nust satisfy the conscience by the flaw-
less logic of its denouement.

* ® *

Phil Branson played Petit Pierre over
five hundred times with the Rice and
Dixey Pearl of Pekin Company.

* * =%

., The attitude toward the dramatic
stage of a large number of persons who
are conspicuous in American letters,
and that kind of social life which is
much more pretentious than influential,
frequently startles one who knows the
stage well and has an intelligent com-
prehension of its purposes and possi-
bilities, A star actor once gave a
trial performance at a matinee in one
of the New York theaters of a sketch,
3upposedly dramatic, written by a
youngster whose “people’” were of some
social and literary note. Thigs thing
was remarkable for its lack of any
sort of dramatic quality, its cheap
sentimentality, and its utter “impossi-
bility” as entertainment. Nevertheless,
as the curtain fell, a representative of
the elect rose from one of the free
seats, remarking: ‘““As long as we can
produce this sort of thing, the theater
deserves support.”

* % *
Bronson Howard's new society play,
the name of which is still undivulged,
but in which Herbert Kelcey and Effie
Shannon are soon to appear, will be

that - dramatist’s first work since
“Aristocracy.”
* % %
The Bayreuth festivals have been
planned as far ahead as 1901. There

will be no festival this year, and Wag-
nerites will be free to attend the fes-
tival in London next summer, which
will certainly be elaborate, and will
probably be the first adequate presen-
tation of Wagner that the English
Capital has ever heard. The Bayreuth
festival will also be suspended in 1900,
when every one will be going to ‘the
Paris Exposition, a feature of which
will be a great Wagner festival con-
ducted by M. Lamoureux. In 1899
“Parsifal” will be given as usual, and
the “Ring"” will be repeated, and in
addition to these “Die Meistersinger’
will be given on a splendid scale, In
1001
heard at Bayreuth for the first time,
without cuts and with lavish scenery.
In that year “Tristan and Isolde” will
take the place of the “Ring,” but “Par-
sifal” will be given a number of pre-
sentations,

THE NA“'N§. AT THE ORPHEUM.

According to the “Gazette Musicale,”
a posthumous opera, by Spohr, is prom-
ised at Cassel, It is said that the com-
poser had at one time a desire to write
a piece on the lines afterward adopted

by Wagner for his music-drama. The
Germans are curious to see if he really
carried out his purpose in the work now
referred tto. It is well known that
Spohr was one of Wagner's earliest ad-
mirers. He liked the “Flying Dutch-
man,” but “Lohengrin” was too much
for him; hence the Italian paper’'s re-
marks are absurd.
* * -

The Frawley Company closed a three-
nights” engagement in Salt Lake City
on the Dth inst., to double the receipts
of last season. After playing Omaha
and several other cities the company
goes to New Orleans for an extended
engagement, The season closes in
Washington in May.

* ® =
A. Herne celebrated his one
and fiftieth Chicago perform-
ance of “Shore Acres” at McVicker’'s
Theater recently. Chicago was quite
generous to patronize this play for one
hundred and fifty nights.

* = -

James
hundred

Julia Arthur is te dedicate the new
Detroit Opera House next September.
It will be remembered she was burnt
out at the old house.

* * *

Charles Frohman has engaged Mau-
rice Barrymore to play his original part
in the “Heart of Maryland” for’ the
L.ondon engagement of the play- at the
Adelpht Theater.

® ® =

Mre. Cora Potter is said to be the
only female star that has appeared at
the Adelphi Theater in London since
Adelaide Neilson played there over fif-

“The Flying Dutchman’ will be !}

~ BUSINESS IN NIPPUR,

IMPORTANT WORK OF AMERI-
CAN EXPLORERS.

How Contracts Were Made in the
Ancient Babylonian

City.

In the autumn of last year were given
the first indications to the American
public of the remarkable discoveries in
Niffer, or Nippur, made by the Babylo-
nian Expedition of the University of
Pennsylvania, The feature in these
discoveries most noted at the time was
that they carried the history of the peo-
ple of Nippur to a period certainly 7,-
(M), and probably 8,000, years before
Christ, There is nothing of so start-
ling a character now to report. The
expedition is, however, continuing its
task of exploration at Nippur, Pro-
fessor Hilprecht, as Secretary of the
committee which supports the expenses,
has thrown -himself into the work with
unselfish energy and has greatly facili-
tated its tasls. He has given his ser-
vices gratuitously to the Imperial Mu-
seum in Stamboul for the reorganiza-
tion of the Babylonian Section, and
this during his summer vacation for
three months annually for the last five
yvears, and has been able to obtain the
three renewals of the firman for the
exploration at Nippur. Within the last
few days the Sultan has presented him
personally with a considerable number
of the antiguities found, which the pro-
fessor, probably to the regret of Euro-
pean students, has handed over to the
Pennsylvania Museum, Without in any
way disparaging the work of Dr. Peters
of New York, it may safely be said
the second part of his history could
never have been written if Professor
Hilprecht had not succeeded in sep-
arating the various strata of the ruins
of Nipuur, and, above all, as Mr. Sayce
says, of creating the science of Babylo-
nian palaeography. From the thou-
sands of fragments, mostly small, of
vases smashed by the Illamites in 2280
B. C., in the courtyard of the temple
of Nippur, Professor Hilprecht bas re-
stored the earliest chapter of written
human history so far known. The older

inscriptions are being deciphered, and |

the publication has been begun, A vol-
ume, however, is shortly to be pub-
lished, giving a translation of a num-
ber of later date, It is a condition
under which American and other ex-
plorers are allowed by the Porte to dig,
that their finds shall become the prop-
erty of the Stamboul Museum. The
result is that there has already ac-
cumulated in this city a large and in-
valuable collection of cuneiform in-
scriptions from Nippur, and it is with a
portion of these that Professor Hil-
precht has lately ben occupied and ot
which his forthcoming veolume will
treat.
BABYLONIAN BUSINESS TABLETS.
While the American expedition in
1803 was working at Nippur it came
upon a room nineteen or twenty feet
below the surface. The ceiling was, of
course, gone, and the walls were In
great part ruined, A gang of work-
men was ordered tg glear away the rub-
bish that covered the floor, and upon
begining their task the men noticed
numerous clay tablets. The room was

carefully searched. and cleaned, ana
730 tablets were collected by Mr.

Haynes, the head of-the working party.
Many of them were broken and more
or less damaged, hut a considerable
number were intact and in an excel-
lent state ef preservation. Their exam.
ination leads to the conclusion that the
room had been used for storing the
business tablets—papers, I had almost
written; tablets however, is the correct
name—of a wealthy firm of merchants.
The tablets themselves are of dried
clay, of various sizes, many of them
of the size and shape of an ordinary
flat tablet of soap Wwith rounded edges.
Any one can see that they are covered
with writing in cuneiform characters,
which are usually sharply cut, and have
in many instances remained as clear
and distinct as on the day they were
inscribed, The firm to which they be-
longed was Murashu Sons ot'Nlppur,
who lived at the time of Artaxerxes I.
(464 to 424 B. C.) and Darius II. (423
to 403 B. C.), in whose reigns the docu-
ments are dated, just as if a modern
merchant, instead of dating his contract
A, D. 1897, were to write in the sixty-
first year of the reign of Victoria. The
tablets have been written by many dif-
ferent hands, and extend over a period
of upward of fifty years. Professor
Hilprecht remarks that, although he
has examined upward of 40,000 cunei-
form texts, ranging over nearly every
century during the 4,000 years before
Christ, these are made of exceptionally
pure and soft clay, and are baked with
greater care than is usual with Babylo-
nian tablets. Among other points which
they set at rest is the conclusion which
Assyriologists had arrived at upon oth-
er grounds, that Darius lived after and
not before Artaxerxes, There are prop-
er names of special interest to the gen-
eral reader occurring in these tablets.
For examyple, Semiramis, which we take
from the Greek, appears as Shameramu,
and Professor Hilprecht in his forth-
coming book on the tablets gives many
others.

MIXED CHARACTER OF THE PEO-

PLE.

Babylonia was at an early date a
country of many languages. There is,
however, no period in its history in
which the foreign element in its popu-
lation is so conspicuous as during the
centuries following the fall of Babylon
in 583 B. €. The conquests of Nebu-
chadnezzar in the West were followed
by the removal of thousands of cap-
tives to his own land—the fertile plains
of Mesopotamia, The overthrow ot
the Babylonian Empire by the victori-
ous armies of Cyrus caused the settle-
ment of Persian soldiers and merchants
in the newly acquired province., The
constant invasion of nomadic tribes,
always keeping as near as possible to
one of the two rivers—Tigris and Eu-
phrates—which inclosed Mesopotamia,
helped also to modify the character of
the people and its language. Professor
Hilprecht remarks that the population
of Babylonia at the time of Artaxerxes
I. appears to have ben about as thor-
oughly mixed as that of the States of
New York and Pennsylvania at the
present time, and as the emigrants from
almost every State in Eurcpe bring the
local and personal names of their na-
tive lands to the different settlements
of the New World, so Medes and Per-
siane, Arameans and Sabeans, Judeans
and Edomites, and other peoples trans-
planted those of their former abodes to
ancient Babylonia, The old Babyloni-
an names begin to decrease and foreign
names take their places.

JEWISH NAMES AND BIBLE HIS-

i TORY.

Thus the names Ashkelon and Hesh-
bon, familiar to the readers of the BI-
ble, figure in these newly found tablets.
Indeed, the number of Jewish names
known from the Old Testament is un-

teen vears ago.

usually large, especially from the Books
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(a tradition in the Talmud which states

|
{

| release of his nephew from grison on

5
|
}
{
|

| condition that he will not leave Nippur

of Ezra and Nehemiah. Professor Hil-
precht considers it certain that a con-
siderable number of the Jewish exiles
carried away by Nebuchadnezzar were
settled in and around Nippur, and,
judging from the many inscribed He-
brew vases excavated in the upper
strata of the ruins, continued to live
there as long as the city existed. Per-
haps the most important result of the
examination of the tablets which are
now being dealt with is to confirm the
historical accuracy of the statements
of Ezra and Nehemiah. It is known
that certain names in all peoples are
only used in the same form at certain
limited periods. Now the names and the
forms of the names used in these tablets
are those employed by the authors of
the two Biblical books mentioned, For
the first time there has been brought
to light a number of documents con-
temporary with these authors, “The
River Kebar in the land of the Chal-
deans,” by the waters of which Ezekiel,
while a captive among his people at
Tel-abib, saw the visions of the Cheru-
bim (Ez. i, 1:3; i, 15; x., 15), and
which has hitherto been unidentified in
cuneiform literature, has at length come
to light as identical with the Kabari, a
large navigable canal not far from Nip-
pur, and not, as it had previously been
suggested, a river many miles distant
from it. In the Book of Cenesis (ch.
X., v, 10) the reader is informed of
Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the
Lord, that “the beginning of his king-
dom was Babel (Babylon) and Erech,
and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinaar.” The next verse states, ‘“‘out

of that land went forth Asshur, and
builded Nineveh.”

The writer of Genesis is thus dealing
with what he considers the four oldest |
cities in the world, for Nimrod is the
grandson of Noah. 8o far Calneh had
not been identified. There is, indeed,

]
|
it to be Nippur, but little importance
has been attached to it. Professor
Hilprecht informs me that the recent
discoveries have confirmed the truth
of this tradition. The impression is
thus justified that the American expe-
dition has had the good fortune to find
the ruins of a city regarded so long ago
as the time of the writer of the Book
of Genesis as one of the oldest in the
world.

LEGAL DOCUMENTS.

The translations of the legal docu-
ments of Murashu & Song Zre very in-
teresting. In regard to these docu-
ments perhaps the most conspicuous
feature is the publicity that was given
and probably required to give them
validity. Here, for example, is a guar-
antee for twenty years that an emer-
ald is so well set that it will not fall
out. “Bel-ahiddina and Bel-shunu,
sons of Bel, and Hatin, son of Bazuza,
spoke unto Bel-nadinshumu, son of
Morashu, as follows: As concerns the
gold ring set with an emerald, we guar-
antee that for twenty years the emer-
ald will not fall out of the ring. If it
should fall out before the expiry of
twenty years Bel-ahiddina (and the
two others) shall pay to Bel-nadinshu-
mu an indemnity of ten mana of sil-
ver.” Then follow the names of sev-
en witnesses and of an official who is
described as the ‘“scribe of the Con-
cordance of Proper Names.” The doc-
ument is concluded with the “Thumb-
nail-mark of Bel-ahiddina, Bershunu

and Hatin, instead of their seal.” This
must serve as a specimen. In the
forthcoming book many legal docu-

ments of especial interest to the stu-
dent of law will be given. Among
these will be the following: A Baby-
lonian subject becomes surety for the

without permission. Another takes us
back into the period of the Patria Po-
testas. The paterfamilias complains
that the servants of another have rob-
bed him. The document witnesses
that, the property having been re-
stored, neither he nor those under him
will institute legal proceedings for the |
theft. There are leases of various |
kinds and contracts for the sale of sun-
dried bricks and other merchandise, for
the loan of seed corn and oxen for
plowing, and a variety of other docu-
ments of ordinary business life, which
bring home to the reader very vividly
that he is in the presence of actual
facts, that human life and human oper-
ations were very much like, and yet in

other respects widely different from
what they are now: above all, that
the inhabitants of this recently un-

earthed city had great capacity for bus-
iness, and had made greater progress
in the development of what are often
considered as modern commercial |
usages than has yet been believed.—
Constantinople Letter in Boston Trans-
cript. :

WILLIAM K. VANDERBILT.

One of the Central Figures in the
American Railway World.
The central figure in the American
railway stage to-day is William Kis-
sian Vanderbitl. His recent purchases
will enable him to organize all the Van-
derbilt roads into one system, and he
expects to make it a belt clear across
the continent. He is 49 years old and
is the strongest of all the Vanderbilts.
It is said he is the only one who can
take the place of his father, William |
H. Rumor has it that Mr. Vanderbilt
proposes to relieve Chauncey M. De-
pew of -the Presidency of the New

York Central.

His father left him less of the Van-
derbilt fortunés than fell to his older
brother Cornelius, but Cornelius is not
strong and does not like activity, while
William K. has abundant health and
enjoys industrial sway. He was born
on Deeember 12, 1849, on Staten Islana.
He was first employed in the trans-
portation department of his father's
company. His training was thorough.
In 1877 he became second Vice-Presi-
dent of the Nickle' Plate, A few yea:s

ago he was divorced from his wife,
Dol s e S SR T

The Waiter’'s Description.

Madame (entering a restaurant)—
Do you know if Mr. Miller is here?

Waiter—Mr. Miller? Isn't he an old
man with a big red nose?

Madame—Yes, that's he; but look
here, I want you to understankl that
my husband is not c¢ld nor is his nose
big and red.—Fliegende Blaetter.

The plowshare that leaves no trace
on sand, makes a furrow in a richer

soil.

ROYAL PILGRIMAGES.

PRINCES WHO HAVE JOURNEY-
ED TO JERUSALEM.

“Zionism” That Is Prompted by
Other Sentiments Than Those
of Piety.

Precisely in the same manner that the
eyes and thoughts of every Mohamme-
dan, no matter whether he dwells in
the most remote provinces of China, the
impenetrable jungles of Java, the
mountain fastnesses of India and Cen-
tral Asia or on the banks of those
mighty rivers the Niger and the Nile in
Africa, are centered upon the Holy City
of Mecca, so do Christians of every de-
nomination, and Jews as well, find in
Jerusalem a point of common interest
and of mysterious fascination, This
desire, more or less strongly defined,
but latent in almost every breast, to
tread the soil of what is known as the
Holy Land, and to wander through the
streets of Jerusalem, hallowed
many sacred associations, develops into
a species of irrepressible longing, for
which no more suitable name can be
found than that of ““Zionism,” and upon
no people has “Zionism" secured a firm-
er hold than upon those who are known
as the “Anocinted of the Lord’—that is
to say, the monarchs and the princes
and princesses of the blood of the Old

by so

F World.

Prominent among them is the Em-
peror of Germany, who has announced

| his intention of spending next Easter
{at Jerusalem

with the Empress, and
who has already given orders to the
Berlin Department of the Navy to hold
in readiness his yacht, the Hohenzol-
lern, and the dispatch-boat Geftion for
the trip. He proposes to take advan-
tage of his presence in the Holy City

i to preside over the ceremony of conse-

cration of a new Lutheran church, built

{on a site given by the Sultan to the late

Emperor Frederick while he was still
Crown Prince, on the occasion of his
visit to the Holy Land. The church in
question is erected on the foundations
of an ancient edifice of the same char-

acter, dating from the Crusades. The
imperial couple, after spending Holy
and Easter weeks at Jerusalem, will

visit the tombs of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob 'at Hebron, over which a mosque
has been erected. No Christian or He-
brew has ever been permitted to cross
the threshold of this mosque or to view
these tombs, with the solitary excep-
tion of the Prince of Wales when he
visited the Holy Land while still a
young man, in the company of Dean
Stanley of Westminster, It may be
taken for granted that the present Sul-
tan, who owes so much to the friendly
support and championship of his cause
by the German Emperor, will extend to
the latter the same courtesies and facil-
ities in the mattér of visiting Hebron as
were conceded five-and-thirty years
ago to the future King of England.

After leaving Jerusalem the Kaiser
and his consort propose to journey ov-
erland via Mount Sinal to Egypt, in re-
sponse to an invitation from the Khe-
dive, and ‘the resources of the Turkish
Government will be taxed to the ut-
most to prevent any untoward incident
happening to the imperial pilgrims.
such, as, for instance, attack and cap-
ture by marauding Bedouin tribes. It
is difficult to conceive the consterna-
tion which would ensue were the Ger-
man Emperor and Empress to be car-
ried off by some such tribes as these
into the interior of Arabia, and held
for ransom. The allegiance of thes#
tribes to the Sultan is purely nominal,
and in theilr rocky fastnesses, which
can be reached only by weeks of camel-
back travel through waterless deserts,
they are practically secure from attack
or punishment.

QUEEN VICTORIA AND THE HOLY
LAND.

It is no secret in English court circles
that it has been the one dream of
Queen Victoria's life to undertake a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and at
one moment during the early years of
her widowhood she was on the point
of proczeding thither with her friend
and spiritual adviser, the late Dean
Stanley, as cicerone. But the time for
any sucah teur has long since passed
by, and her majesty is too far advanced
in years and too infirm to be able 1o
put into execution a project which sha |
has nurstured in her heart since the
days of her early gilhood. True, thare

are all sorts of facilities to-day f{or
getting to Jerusalem which were not

in existence twenty and thirty yeais
ago. There i§ a railroad equipped with
comforthale railroad ecars that ruans
from Jaifa to Jerusalem, and it is pos-
sible to reach Bethlehem and other
places of interest in the vicinity by
means of tramway, the pilgrimage of
these Dresent times presenting a strik-
ing contrast to those of former ages,
when the faithful of every rank and
class, irom Kkings to peasants, were
compelled to trudge wearily over the
sun-parcihed desert of sand and stones
that lies between the sea coast and the
Zion of Christians and Hebrews.
While no one need feel surprised that
Emperor William should desire to un-
dertake the trip to Palestine, yet there
are many who regret that his “Zion-
ism’ should have led him to permit his
wife to accompany him on the journey,
and aumong superstitious people much
apprenension is felt and expressed in
connection with the project. For it is
a strange peculiarity that hardly any
royal ~ouple have ever visited Jerusa-
lem rogether without being shortly af-
terward overtaken by migfortune. Oaly
eighteen months ago the visit of the
Archduke and Archduchess Charles
Louis ¢f Austria was followed by the
sudden death of the former, who, as
second brother of the Emperor Francis
Joseph, stcod next in line of succession
to the throne, and who, until that time,
had cnjoyed perfect health. Another
impervial ccuple whose pilgrimage was
followed by still more disastrous results
were the Crewn Prince and Crown Prin-
cess of Austria. The quarrel which
culminated in Rudolph’s shocking death
at Meyerling followed immediately on
their return to Vienna from Palestine;
while the stay in Jerusalem of Emperor
William's eldest sister, Charlotte, wnn
was accompanied by her husband,
Prince Bernhardt of Saxe Meiningen,
and attended by Baron and Baroness
Von Kotze, had as its natural se-
quence what is now known at Berlin
as the “‘Ancnymous Letter Scandal,” in
which Princess Charlotte and her con-
sort were so seriously compromised as
to render their departure from Berlin
necessary, while Baron Von Kotze him.
self, after fighting innumerable duels,
being crippled for life and subjected to
imprison'nent, is now living in retire-
ment with his wife, both of them dis-
graced and socially‘ruined. | 4
It was likewise jast gfter the tour 3n
the Holy Land of the GrahRd Duke Sér-
gits of Russia and hisdvife: that evdry
capital.of Europe was ringing with sto-
ries of the most incredible brutality
and savagery on the part of the PrinceY
to his lovely and popular eomsqrt, - who

was compelled to appeal for protection

to her brother-in-law, the late Czar;
and Prince Frederick of Schleswig-Hol-
stein, uncle of the present Empress of
Germany, died suddenly at Jaffa on
his way back from Jerusalem, whither
he had gome on his bridal trip. He left
behind him an American widow, a
daughtar of David Lee of New York,
whe had been created by the Austrian
Emperor a Princess of Noer on the
occasion of her marriage, and who is
now the wife of the Prussian Field
Marshad, Count Waldersee, the succes-
sor of Mco'tke as chief of the head-
quarter staff of the German army.

A PILGRIMAGE SUPERSTITION.

These are only a few of the large
number of analogous cases that could
be cited in this connection. But they
are suflficient to show that superstitious
people have some grounds for appre-
hending misfortune in the event of the
Kaiser taking his wife with him to
Jerusalem next spring. For, curiously
enough, those who make the pilgrimage
alone, and who leave their wives or
their husbands at home, appear to es-
cape the fate that overtakes those royal
personages who neglect this caution,
and with the exception of Empress Eu-
genie, who lost her throne a few months
only after her return from the Holy
Land, the Emperor of Austria, the late
Emperor Frederick of Germany, the
Prince of Wales, King Leopold of Bel-
gium, the Empress of Austria, the
Crown Princess of Sweden, King Os-
car, the Crown Prince of Italy, and
Prince Henry of Prussia have all been
able to visit Palestine without being
overtaken by subsequent misfortune.

It may be questioned whether it is
purely a spirit of religious devotion that
leads these royal personages to journey
to the Holy Land, and there are reasons
for believing that the Zionism of the
crowned heads and of the members of
their familles is prompted by other
sentiments than those of mere piety.
For, speaking of them as a ass, the
Prince and Princesses of the blood can-
not be described as really religious in
the ordinary sense of the word. They
seldom govern their private conduct by

the rules of any church, and almost
never regard ecclesiastics as nearer to
the Divinity than themselves, They

conduct themselves and speak in a
manner to convey the belief that they
feel themselves above the mere details
of religion, and it may be doubted
whether they have any real preferences,
save such as are dictated by questions
of mundane policy, for one form of
worship more than another. Queen Vic-
toria, for instance, when she is in Scot-

land takes the Communion from the
hands of Presbyterian ministers and
according to the Presbyterian rites, al-

though south of the Tweed she receives
the Sacrament according to canon laws
of the Church of England, of which she
is not only a member, but also the
supreme head. The present Czar when
at Balmoral attended Presbyterian ser-
vices, while the King and Queen of It-
aly, as well as the Catholic Princes of
Bavaria and of Saxony, in defiance of
the laws of their church, were conspicu-
ous at the Lutheran services held at
Hamburg the other day under the au-
spices of Emperor Willilam. The latter,
again, although he considers himself
to be the “summus Episcopus” of the
Lutheran rite, does not disdain to Kiss
the crucifix that is tendered to him
when he visits any Catholic institution,
church or monastery in his dominions,
and his grandmother, old Empress Au-
gusta, was quite as fond of attending
Roman Catholic services and functions
as are the daughters and grand-
daughters of Queen Victoria.

In olden times consideration of creed
on the part of royal Princes and Prin-
cesses determined the fate, not merely
of dynasties, but of nations, and some
of the most sanguinary wars of the Old
World, notably the Thirty Years’ War,
which devastated all Central Europe,
were fought out on no other grounds
than these. But to-day the religion
of Kings and Princes seems to have be-
come a subject of indifference to them-
selves, as to every one else, Thus, no
one exactly knows to what church be-
longs the Crown Princess of Rumania,
who is a granddaughter of Queen Vic-
toria, She was christened and reared
as a member of the Church of Eng-
land, was confirmed and married as a
Lutheran to a Prince who is a Roman
Catholic, whiy* her children are wow
being brought up @2 s®mpers of the
orthodox Greek Church, to which her
mother belonged.

CREEDS OF CROWNED HEADS.

Much criticism was leveled at the head
of the French Marshal Bernadotte,
grandfather of King Oscar, in desert-
ing the first Napoleon and in making
war upon his own country—namely,
France—after Dbeing elected Crown
Prince of Sweden. . But there is not a
word of condemnatfon to be found Im
any contemporary history of the faet
that he abandoned Roman Catholicism
and became a Protestant solely in order
to secure possession of the crown of
Sweden. In fact, the matter is not even
mentioned, as though it were not of
sufficient importance. The Protestant
population of the Kingdom of Saxony
has been perfectly content to be ruled
for nearly a century by Catholic King
Charles of Rumania, while Prince Ferdi-
nand of Bulgaria, when it was pointed
out to him that he would conciliate Rus-
sian sympathies by having his eldest
boy, the four-year-old Prince Boris,
converted to the orthodox Greek faith,
did not hesitate a moment to cause the
child to abandon the Catholic Church,
to which he had until that time be-
longed. Ferdinand himself, since his re-
cent visit to Constantinople, when he
kissed the hand of the Sultan, being the
first Christian Prince of the blecod to
accord that act of homage to a Mahom=
etan ruler since the days of the Cru-
saders, is, according to all accounts, con-
sidering the advisability of becoming &
Mahometan, since he is debarred by or-
der of the Pope from participating in the
sacraments of the Catholic Church. He
has nothing further to gain by joining
the Greek rite, but would immensely
strengthen his position were he to turn
renegade and become a follower of the
Prophet.

King Leopold of Belgium makes so lit-
tle pretense of being a religious man
that he goes to church only once a year,
namely, on his namesday,on which occa-
sion he carries a big and gorgeously
bound ‘‘Paroissien,” which, during the
other 364 days of the year, is kept un-
der lock and key. Empress Frederick of
Germany may be described as a free-
thinker, is a member of the school of
Strauss and Renan, and endeavored to
bring up her children in their ideas, and
the same may be said of the late Grand-
duchess of Hesse, mother of the present
Czarina. King Frederick the Great of
Prussia was a professed atheist, while
the Emperor of Austria, in spite of being
described as “His Apostolic Majesty,”
finds himself so often in conflict with the
Holy See that it is difficult to describe
him as an exemplary son of the church.

From this it will be seen that, whereas
ohedience to one church or another is on
the increase.among:both classeg and.thes
‘masses in every p of the world, it 14
distinetly declining among the “Anoin-
ted of the Lord."m‘ i

It is said that link cuffs are much
worn by the traveling companions of
the Sheriff.
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