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WRECKING OF THE MAINE
IN HAVANA HARBOR.
Sherman TalHs on

the Situation.

A Good Round Sum Will
Bo Demanded

If Found the Disaster Was
No! Dos to Accident.

The Madrid Govsrmsnt Liable if Any
Spaniard Caused it.

Navy Department Still ignorant of the Plans
of tiie Court of inquiry, or as to

When tl c Report Will
Be Made.

WASHINGTON. Feb. 20.? Secretary

vans in view uf the Maine disaster. He

told them that no important addition

to the information previously received

had readied the State Department for

the Dast few days, but stated that the

-ii"alien was being considered with the

view of having a policy developed in

Inquiry into the disaster should find
that it was not the result of an acci-
dent. To this he added the statement
that he thought an indemnity would
ertainly be demanded, and that if it

should be. a good round sum would be
asked. What that sum should be how-

eVer, depends largely upon circum-

stances. The Secretary did not thir.k
the Spanish authorities had been aware
of the intentions of any one who may

have caused the exph sion, but he ad-

vanced the opinion that, whether they

were or not, the Spanish Government
would be liable for indemnity if it was

shown that any Spaniard had caused it.

In the absence of news from Havana

or. any subject other than the disposi-

tion of the dead bodies, the official mind
turned tu-dav to an analysis of the
<>r»«ni«sh statements made with more

sDectinff the total absence of submarine
mires from Havana Harbor, and it was

v i-TirdMl hy the Navy Department as

neentivina the mine theory of an ex-

ternal cause of the ? xpiosion, just as

plodiiiff boiler theory as an internal

Nothing was heard to-day from the

cot"' of'inquiry and the department

is Kill Ignorant of ltd plans. En tact,

var.a to the Navy Department during

the day was contained in the following

dispatch from Captain Sigsbee:

in making arrangements by which

\u2666 For vine for burial in K< v West.

b ' recognized. Probable that bodies
will not remain intact. Condition Of

uniform. Can Secure health ]>ermit at

Key West to land the bodies there.
Divert cannot get down aft after b dies
this morning. Much debris. Will i less
It away. v\'uinwright will be placed In
charge of wrecking matter. _

The following reply was sent:

Havana: Referring to your tel grs oi
after be recovered to Key West for

burtaL Send by Dachf DONG."

To Key W.st a di.-patch was f.rwaid-

Washincto".. Feb. 21*.?To Naval Sta-

tion Key West: Sigsbee ordered to send

b lies that may bsitaPtrr Ik- recovered
t. Key Wast for temporary burial. Will
arrive la hermetically sealed zinc cases.
Make necessary arrangements. Bodies
viii arrive by Bache. BONG."
It la believed at the department that

c are probably In the aeta*bwh-od
f fifty bodies to l>e discovered and ex-

.,? ed from the wreck.
The double turn-ted monitor Terror
i ted for New York this evening from

ampton Roads, under orders received
to-day. She will be a most powerful
reinforcement to the defease* of the
commercial metropolis in case of need.

ing ship Ess* x, which arrived at fiamp*

which arrived at St. Lucia's, probably

movement to-day.

There were a number of alarming

stories as to shipments of ordnance
from the Washington navy yard to

New York for arming auxiliary of the

new navy. It is said at the Depart-

ment that so far none of these guns

have been shipped to-day. but that a

few for the Chicago, probably fourteen

five-inch rapid fire guns, will be dis-

patched Monday or Tuesday. With
these guns in place, the Chicago would
lie pretty well modernized In the mat-
ter cf armament. She will carry still

her four big eight-inch guns in spon-

sons on the spar deck, while on th; j
gun deck these fourteen five-inch rapid
fire guns will replace eight six-inch
guns of old pattern.

The Dolphin is to go into commission
in New York the 2lth of March. Al-
though rated a? the President's yacht,

the vessel, vi'hich has been thorough-
ly overhauled and furnished with new
boilers and decks, carries even now a
sufficient battery to make her, when
speed is taken into account, a very ef-
fective gunboait. Her personnel will
remain the same as before she went to

the yard for repairs last fall.
With the proceedings cf the Court of

Inquiry drawing to a close, attention
is now being directed to the form and
nature of this report. The court has
the widest latitude for inquiry, and
yet certain general features will have-
to be observed under the naval regula-

tions governing inquiries of this char-
acter. As a general rule, a court of
Inquiry submits, not only the evidence
taken, but also gives us conclusions,
drawn from the evidence. Under rule
1,726, when courts are required to find

facts, there is to be reported, not only
a recital of evidence, but "also the re-
sults and conclusions of the court from
hearing the evidence." In form the
report will be in two parts, first, the
findings of fact, and, second, the opin-
ion ot the court. The findings sum up
each material question of fact involved,
and give the conclusion of the court
upon it.

range-merits for the immediate execu-
tion of the bill, which is expected to
become a law within the next few days.

of artillery. There will be no difficulty
whatever in securing men, applications
for enlistments having been received

viz: l,6|fj| men. Great care will be

best meg will be accepted. Under the
law ai! the new men must be citizens

the ranks will be recruited to a large
extent from men who have already
I rved one or more terms in the army.
With the two new regiments th«re will
be seven regiments of artillery, and
the total strength of the army, includ-
ing the hospital corps, ordnance and
engineer battalions and the West Point
Beta* hment, will be increased to nearly

A member of the Cabinet, in speaking

dent on the question of war with Spain,
said:

every phase of the CuPm situ«t :-n
it appears, but he will not be jingo**
ir.io war or act in anticipation of
events which may never occur. He

U il< \u25a0\u25a0 and a firm conviction that Such
a course would be right in the sight of

' ' 1 ' * man. Lut wnenevi r the

wno.e duty, and do it promptly."

AT NAVY DEPARTMENT.

Secretary Long Thinks the Sitaa-
tion Locks Much Better.

WASHiNGTON, Feb. I*6?Secretary

the first he has had for some time, and

posed eltence from the Navy Depart-

tind r any misappreuensiOS) with regard

Hons wnicn are made from time 10
time. For instance, the shipping ?f
guns r i New York to supply the Cbi-

der rec onstrUCttOU there, and they

tall -ii ia his annual report. *"
Tins statement by the Secretary evi-

dently was made to allay the Impres-
sion caused by the reports of heavy
Shipa nt* Of guns from the Washlng-

ur«'s. The movements of some of the
warship-, such as the Detroit are:
Marbieb. ad, towards X y West, ha 1 al-
ready been shown to have been in Se-

ine setcrstary'fl explanation on this
point is op.y c.-rifirma;<uy of the state-

xUc reieftrapn nrnugnt news this

the two vessels named; the Detroit
coming from Mobile. Where she vas
sent to participate in the mardi gras
festivities, and the Marblehead Brum
New v: |M, w here she went for a sun.

iiar put pose. The Detroit is going up
to the nava! station to take on coal,
and both vessels will remain attached
to the North Atlantic squadron. It is
also staled at the Navy Department
that the Montgomery will be ordered
to drop down to Key West from Tampa,

shield, tut has not as yet received any
orders to proceed to Havana, and it is
not decided yet when the orders will

The attention of naval officers has

meat made by representatives °( the
Spanish Government to the effect that
there were no mines or torpedoes of
any kind in Havana barber. It can be

with the Inquiries that have been un-
der way for many months by agents or
our Government. So far they have

bor by means of mines or torpedoes,
much less to locate them as has been

Officials of the Navy Department say
the effect of this statement, if it is
to be accepted as conclusive on that
point, is almost certain to negative the
supposition that the disaster resulted
from othei than accidental causes, as
the almost unanimous testimony cf ex-
perts here, based on the history of tor-

torpedo of any known type could have
caused the terrific wreck of the Mane.

In pursuit of details some of the ord-
nance officers, acting upon the theory
that the large 10-inch magazine for-
ward was not exploded, have been look-
ing into the contents of the smaller and
adjoining 6-inch magazine. They find

der that was probably consumed in
practice drills by the Maine before she
arrived in Havana harbor, there was
certainly no less than 8,000 pounds of
powder in this magazine, an amount
sufficient to have caused enormous de-
struction, had it been exploded at Otki

Colonel Heywood, commandant of the
marines, acting under orders from the

ali the marines at Key West, survives
of the Maine who are able to travel, to
New York, where they will be placed
on the ship Vermont, there to be held

al Key West will be disposed of in a

The Government authorities were co-

mation by Senor Duboisie. Charge
d'Affatres of the Spanish Legation, that

vana harbor. This information reach-
ed Senor Dubosie after midnight last

a ' \u25a0 \u25a0 ? i uiirau.iHdu: j to in^

statement, It can be stated that this
jstatement was made not as a matter
jof opinion or personal conviction on the

sion of tact ascertained from those

miliar with every circumstance con-
nected with Havana harbor. Until this
Information was in the possession of the
Charge d'Affaires, he had no personal

terday by a KMasnn/atlve offhVAs2-
elated Pttss thaiTn many quarters pos-
itive statements were being made that
mines existed within Havana harbor,
and in the vicinity cjf the Maine. Un-
der such circumstances, he was asked
for a direct statement bearing on this
point, with a view to clearing up any

set on foot an inquiry by cable. Nat-

Charge d'Affaires and to the Spanish
authorities, as they deeply reseat an

having the only direct information 00
.ne *»UOjecx, the OtuCtai statement WAS

bosle. it is not, however, as explained

Spam-ii Government, for the.* Govern-
ment has rot felt called upon to repel

pose oi senor Dubosie was to make the
statement as one of fact, establish. 1
from the best official authorities, a-id

it Is riven by Bettor Dubosie with ihe
gr at si positiveness, and from sources
ot Spanish information whose authority

When seen to-day Senor Dubosls had

duty to repel the Insinuations and
Statements that Havana harbor was

twoen the two nations. He consid-
ered such suggestions an insult to
Spain, and without deigning to answer
them, he submitted as a bare fa'-t that

fenses of any charac tir In or about

When the attention of Philip Alger,

caned to « dot Dubosle'a statement, is-
saia: The statement is Important as
representing the position taken by the

Knowledge of whether or not Havana

copied by friendly vessels. Should it
p< i ossfble to prove Senor Dubcsle's
statement to ix? true, the whoie theory

tne report ot tne hoard of Investigation,
aim to accept their findings as conclu-

errt battleship can be easily destroyed

torpedo theory believe, then perhaps it
might be claimed with some show of

-rbe ' allt. Bui to et a lemn battle-

nations by Captain Sigsbee, couched In
language as broad as consideration for

censed sailers would permit, to show

rm at. some of the relatives r<rsl«t in
their offcrts to overcome his decision,
[recently an application was made

through the friends of Key, s.tone of
the victims to the State Depiriment
for permission to have hfs Semains
brought to the United States. Keyes'
remains had already been Interred for
several days, his body being among the
first to be recovered. The request was
referred to Consul-GeneTal Lee. who
has just replied to the State Depart-

ment that the Spanish law ldrbuis the
exhumation of dead bodies. This legal
obstacle, in addition to the other se-
rious objections that have been made
to the removal of bodies, such as the

identifying the remains aiid other rea-
sons, will probably be sufficient, it :s
thought, to defter further applications
of the kind.

Judge-Advocate General Lemly has
received a telegram from A. W. Hum-

boat Company, one ef the concerns en-
gaged in the wrecking of the Maine,
stating that the big tug Underwriter
sailed from Boston yesterday for Ha-
vana to join th'A Merritt Company's
beat now at that place. The Under-
writer is to stop at New York on her
way south and pick up the Merritt &
Chapman lloating derrick Chief, and
later the big derrick Monarch will fol-
low. The principal function of the
latter craft, which Is specially engaged
ai large expense, will be to undertake
to lift off the turrets and big guns of
the Maine, a weight beyond the capac-
ity of the smaller derricks to handle.

No word has yet come from the Court
of Inquiry at Havana touching the time
when they will leave llavana~-for Key
West, nor tn fact, has the court been
heard from in any manner since the last
published rearm.

PROCTOR AT HAVANA.

Positively Denies That He Is There
on Official Business.

HAVANA, Feb. L'fe?Senator Proctor
of Vermont arrived here to-day from
Florida, via Key West. He says his
coming here has no significance ih con-
nection with political matters. The
Senator is accompanied by M. M. Par-
ker, a real estate man of Washington,
and it is given out that the two gentle-
men are engaged in a business venture.
Senator Proctor says he was In Florida
for a week, and concluded to run over
here. He may go back on the next
steamer, or he may conclude to remain
for some time.

A number of newspaper men returned
to Key West to-day. in anticipation of
the transfer of the United States Court
of Inquiry into the loss of the Maine to

The arrivals here ate not many, and

age. The wounded sailors of the Maine

except Holer, who was very low last

The extra divers and apparatus on

In an interview with Senator Proctor
this morning, the correspondent of the
Associated Piess said:

'Will you please tell me the object of

To this Mr. Proctor replied: "I have
no mission. If I had any official duty I
would not have been a week getting

iative from President McKinley, nor
have I anything to do with the Court
of Inquiry. I wish you would deny posi-
tively that I am here on official busi-

The Court of Inquiry was in session
again to-day, but did nothing, simply
v aiung tn see jf any new developments
came from the work of the divers. A
strong wind hindered the divers in their
operations, but the new divers and ap-

now on board the teg Right Arm. ar.d

Captain Sampson ? expects that the
Mangrove, with the Court of Inquiry
on hoard, will sail to-night, unless new
discoveries are made to detain her.
Captain Sigsbee and the other officers
of the Maine who -ire here will probably

This morning Senator Proctor rook

afterward walked and drove about the
city.

The wreck of the Maine sinks peroep-

bor.
The court this afternoon re-examined

mony by th" stenographer's notes, and
made preparations for their departure.

Senator Proctor and h;*t friend, Mr.
Parker, and Consul-General Lee rode

Commander Cowles of the Fern then
went on board the Mangrove and paid
a social call to the members of the
court. The Mangrove got under way
after the farewells had been spoken,
about half-past 6 o'clock. Captain
Sampson said he had no idea when the

It is reported from Spanish sources
that Captain Sigsbee and the other

win be called' before' the' admiralty
court in Havana next Monday to give
their testimony referring to th- loss of

The divers will continue work on the
wreck next week, under the direction cf

Seaman Frederick O. Holser, riftcr a

face-, and the others were brought up
by divers. One has been Identified as
that of John W. Johnson.

Senator Proctor also visited Miss da-
ft Barton this afternoon. Miss Bar-
ton's staff has been augmented by thrc
nurses from New York who came to-
day on the Mascotte. Senator Preo-

try. and will probably visit Matanzas
and other cities.

LEE NOT ALARMED.

Pays Little Attention tn Reports of
Threatened Assassination.

KEY WEST fFla.b Feb. 2b. ? The
United States Coast Survey Steamer
Baohe arrived here this morning from
Havana. She- bad cm board four r»f (he

Maine's wounded. Tt;n of them were

Admiral Sicard to-day explained the
departure ye.-t -rday ofCemrrancier We t

tleularly significant about it." be said.
"Commander West a dmy permission
to run over to Havana to talk with
Ca] lain Stgsta c and th" officers of the-
court of inquiry. Commander West
as chief of my staff, has all the papers
in th*) ease, and we lv p Is close touch

THE POSSIBILITY OF
WAR WITH SPAIN.

An ttttfbiftfTopic ef Discussion
in London Ciroles.

Sensational Dispafci.es Beginning to Affect
Public Opinion.

The Apprehension Respecting Cuba
Generally Regarded as Alto-
gether Exaggerated and War as

Improbable?President McKin-
ley Strong Enough to Resist the
Pressure of Those Who Woultl
Rashly Involve the Country in
a Couiiiet.

LONDON, Feb. '26. ? (Copyrighted.

1888, by the Associated Press.)?Sensa-

ate the impression that possibly there
may be truth In the reports which al-
lege that the loss of the Maine was n.jt

here, although war between the United

Improbable. The disposition in the city

ing Cuba as altogether exaggerated.

The "Statist" points out that this is
a grave mistake, as, apart from the
sentiment, the material losses Infli!ted
upon Americans by the anarchy of
Cuba must not be belittled."

The "Statist" believes, however, that
President McKinley is strong enough to

qualities which the immediate responsi-

and upon the honorable and noble prhtt-

phia when he Quoted Washington. "At

the latter pre?s war."
The ' Saturday Review" is of the

opinion that "the affair is gravely
threatening," and comments upon the

McKinley and his Ministers to avoid

thing which would help to stop> the

who, with the assistance of certain
newspapers, are yelling for instant war

Proceeding, the "Saturday Revk-w"
remarks: "Secretary Sherman having

been silenced by the simple process of
not allowing him to know anything,
the Executive has lately kept the ee-
crets admirably, but it is shrewdly sus-

ident McKinley Is largely owing to tht
reports of his naval advisers to the ef-
fect ;hat America is not In condition to
go to war with Spain with any cer-
tainty of immediate and overwhelm!] cr

success. The Spanish Beet is not t i be

lies have not displayed any love for
their northern sister. But all this will

The "Spectator" is certain that the
United States Government, "whether
moved by information from Europe or

to avoid war." Still, apart from the

that the harrowing consular reports
from Cuba may so fire the Americans
that they will insist upon their Gov-

American Waters.
The "Spectator" then proceeds to re-

tiat the ioj (ljkvar preparations in
the United Statesfnnd concludes: "But
grave persons ey< rywhere in the Union
are waiting for evidence, and are not
inclined for war. unless the honor and

Advices received here from Madrid

6 tns, such as "El Pais," are shrieking
denunciations and threats, the respon-
sible newspapers have adopted a con-
ciliatory attitude. For instance, "El
Liberal." in a leading article made a
sympathetic reference to Washington's
birthday, and expressed approval of
President McKlnley's speech at Phil-
adelphia, considering it to be a "rebuff
for those seeking to embroil the Unit-
ed States and Spain," and expressing
the hope "that the President's action
Will be in accord with his words."

In conclusion "El Liberal" says:
"Time will tell; but for the present we
ought to cry a truce to suspicions and
animosities, In W.nor of the memory of
the great man, wjio. In addition to lay-
ing the foundation for the liberty of hhl

done to the redeeming ar.d dignifying
ctf human conscience."

mistie views of the Spanish press are

men's made by certain American r.e-ws-

"El Pais." repeating th? charge that
"the real seat Of war if not in Cuba.

their nets," says: "The war in Cuba
will only end when we send an army
against the United States."

London is in the threes of the hottest
campaign in its history, the contest for
seats in the London County Council
Completely throwing Into the shade
even the keenest fought general par-
liamentary elections. For three weeks
past the fight has been rasing alike in
Belgrayia and White* bapel, while there

Cabinet Ministers and "f> or/t-bem iters"
of both parties. Peers. Com-
motKftt. clergy, publicans, officers, di-
plomats. Judges, doctors and labor aar-
itators are rdi involved. For the 11$
?eats to be filled 0*) March 3d there are
240 candidates, including a few inde-

Natlonal issue? have been Included in
the fight in a manner hitherto unknown
in municipal until it has be-
come a square battle between the Un-

ionists and the Liberals, under the ti-
tles of "Moderates" and "Progressives."
Both sides have been attempting to
draw an analogy between the apposi-
tions aims and those of Tumnrat.y Hall.

J pie of the corruption Which may be ex-
jpected in London w hen the Other fellow'.
jgets in power. Barrels of money are JI being spent on both sides. Gangs of
roughs have been hired to break up )
meetings, and hundreds of distvputa- I

jbtee are being brought into London to <jimpersonate voters who are at present |
|at se a or otherwise incapacitated from j
icon,\eabh," etc.. and the President o£j
the Board of Trade in the Ros tb »ry !
Ministry, has been in the thick of the j
fight, telling every one what he knows
about Tammany,
j Referring to the charge of Sir Jonn
jLubbock. M. i\. for London University,
I Liberal Unionist, that the extravagance

of the municipal government of Now
jYork Uttdei Tammany is due to com-
I merclal enterprise and financial Bpeen-

tleal body of men than the bOSS and
I his henchmen have not existed in the

| ing Incidents. John Burns, the labor
jleader, in a recent speech referred to

jed Deliiahs." On Tuesday after a hard

! day's canvass. Lady Denbigh dropped
jinto th? London County Council tea
room to get a cup of tea. Mr. Burns
was m an adjoining room, and Lord

| Denbtga, slapping him cm the should, r,, Invited him into the tea room, to the
delight of all the- councilors, and said: !

| "Allow me to introduce you to one of j
i the scented Deliiahs.'" Lady Denbigh
| shook bands heartily with the discom-

fited Mr. Burns, and thanked him tor)
:all the nice remarks he had been n.nk-,

j By tha way. Mr. Burns' "scented De-i| Hlahs" include the Duchess of St. Al-
;bans. th.- Marchioness of Londonderry,

ess" or f£g.\
Countess WaHongrave. Countess Cado-

; The list of candidates for Seats in the

l-and ought to make the new Council a
I second Guild Chamber. The candidate s j
? include nine peers, four sons of p.
jten Barons, three Privy Councilors.:
i eight officers and members of the H vise i
of Commons and clergymen in prcfu-

Great Importance is attached to the

flee by conferring larger financial and
; initiative powers upon general officiis,
[thus obviating constant reference to
jtrie war Office. Another reform is the;
iresumption of big maneuvers which 1
jwere dropped twenty-six years ago. The

! ally.
j

DOES NOT LOOK FOR WAR.I

A Lcadon Journal Thixrgs There is
No Prospect of It.

| LONDON. Feb. "C..? The "Pall Malli
iGazette" this afternoon says: J
j "Li spite of all mariner of reports, we j
jcannot for the* life of us see any im-
Imediate prospect of war between Spain J

and the United States. There is abeofIlately no evidence that anything bull
an accident occurred. Even those who!

Idtntly attribute it to "a fiendish and j
| irresponsible fanatic. In that case Spain I
| sent la! for "the"" American adminJstra-j

tion?to keep its head ?and that it
seems to be doing." j

REINDEER FOR ALASKA.

The Herd Arrives at New York
From Norway.

sage from New York says the steamer
Manitoba arrived in New York from
the pc rt of Aiton, in Northern Norway,
with a party of ninety-three Laplanders
and 530 reindeer destined for Alaska.

tinent by order of the Government by
the Pennsylvania, Milwaukee and Great
Northern Railways to Seattle, and

gage in the work of carrying in sup-

A Warning to Agrarians.
WASHINGTON. Feb. 20,?Consul-

General b'rank K. Mason, at Frank-
fort, has transmitted to the State De-

Ipertinent a significant publication from
one of the leading German papers.

I warning the Agrarians in that country
against pressing their warfare upon

I United States products, and pointing
| out the stimulation of the beet-sugar
industry in the Stales as one of the
most dangerous results of that policy.

Murder in the First Degree.

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. Alexis

der in the first degree for the killing
[of George E. Hass in December last.
IHe was Assistant Superintendent of
| a dental manufactory in Frankfort, and
jhad refused Churkoff work. Ohurkoft
is a Russian, and believed to be an an-
jarchist.

Serious F. ;re in an lowa Town.
I FOREST CITY <ia.). Feb. 26.?Fire
broke out to the business portion ot
Buffalo Center, a town of SOO inhabi-
tants, destroying six of the build-

!legs, and for a while threatened the
entire town. Less about $50;008l in-
surance unknown.

Cricket Game at Sydney.
SYDNEY (N. S. W.). Feb. 2(5.?1n the

final test nratoh between tne visiting

of play scored 9N9 runs for five wick-
ets down.

? «

Money Order System in China.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 2d.?China has

at last been supplied with a money or-
der system, and the regulations have
been reported to the State Department
by United States Minister Denbv, at
Pekin.

Condition of the Treasury.
WASHINGTON. Feb. 2<». ? To-day's

statement of the condition of the treas-
ury shows: Available cash balance,
$225,804,250; geld reserve, #1<J7,470\2 d.

SPAIN'S HOLD ON
CUBA FAST WANING.

insurgents Would (39 Granted Ai-
most Any Concession,

If They Will Lay Dawn Their Arms, Thai
Peace May be Restored.

Could Even Demand Tli.it Smiin be
Satisfied Wit* the Flair Alono
as au Emblem of Her Sov-
ereignty, and That They Take
Possession of the Fortresses and.
Maintain an Army and Navy of
Their Owa

NEW FORK, Feb. 2tl.?ln the turmoil
over the Maine disaster Internal Cuban
policies are forgotten, says th" Havana
correspondent of the "TtHume." Nev-
ertheless, recent movements promise to

be as momentous to Spain as the loss ot
the American vessel. Ifan unexpected
discovery should Change the present
opinion ot the naval experts that tha
ship was blown up, and thereby assura
a continuance of the friendly relations
with the United States, the domestic

lTients are appalling. Leaving Ameri-
can intervention, whether peaceful or
otherwise, out of mind, tbe explanation:
of the failure of autonomy would soon,

take the form of an official ( onfesston.
The best commentary on th,- dead-

ened state of Spanish authority in Cub*
is found in the absolute indifference

cal auton mists. The meaning of their
proposition to open negotiations with

stood it, Madrid, where it is fully dis-
cussed. Ifthe shadow of an overwhelm-
ing sorrow were not over the Americas]
people, it would be discussed intelli-
gently in the United States. Vet here
in Havana the departure barely causes

If the insurgents were willingto corf-

tent themselves with anything except
complete separation from Spain, they
would line! in those concessions proposed
by the radical autonomists a basis of
peace. They Would not lay down their

maud that Spain be satisfied with the.

ereignty, and that they take possess! >n
of the fortresses and maintain an army

Whether they would !>?? willing to pay
even .SiOO.<>KU'' ' of the debt might be
douotiui. \\ nether the Sagasta Minis-
try could persuade th.- Spanish people
into yielding so much in order to main-
tain the shadow of sovereignty in Cuba,
must be judged in Spain and not here.
But it is known that the Insurgents a ill

That Mr. Covin, a member of the
Cabinet, should have been a leading
spirit in the proposition is in i*s way
important, and Increases the hostility
of the intiansigeanies to autonomy, and

Government which makes Covin part
of itself. They have never forgiven him
for calling them 'birds of passage." and
they are now convinced that his first
aim is the destruction of Spanish sov-
ereignty as the first step toward full

It ma> not be correct to characterise
the movement as insincere, yet a fatal
weakness is the confession in advance
that the insurgents are not expected to

entertain propositions toad" to them.
The radicals do not expect that actual
negotiations can be opened. With this
feeling, possibly, there is no cause for
wonder at the 'absolute indifference of
the Havana public to the politics of the
scheme, if further concessions would
result in an arm stice between Spait\

and the insurgents, this blighted island
would be bless, d. Many thousands of
inhabitants, who are otherwise doomed
to death by starvation, would be saved.
Something would be preserved in the.
ruins of the agriculture of the coun-
try. In spite of the immense area of
charred cane fields, a large amount of

Since he became satisfied there was
not enough commerce left in Cuba to
form a basis of a treaty between Spain

and the United States. Gomez has neeix
more liberal. Several big plantations,

which have been in susoense and have
paid the insurgent rax, win be allowed

gar crop somewhat in excess of last
year. With an Interval of peace, it
would be largely in excess.

An armistice would insure a fair crop
along with a further recup ration of the
industrial resources of tbe island. Un-
fortunately. Spain does not know how
to leach a direct proposition of this
kind. Should the present menace be-
tween her and the United States be
changed into friendly relations, a proof
of that friendship might be shown by
asking President McKinley's adminis-
tration to arrange an armistice with
the insurgents.

Recommended for Promotion.
WASHINGTON. Feb. 20.?After hav-

ing been pronounced physically unfit
for promotion by one Naval Beard, too
sound to be retired by another, and
physically ciunlifled for promotion by

a third board. Captain Henry B. Robe-
son, commandant of the- Portsmouth
(X. H.) NUvy Yard has at last been

cv in the- grad~ of Com mod ire to be

created by the retirement, this month
of Admiral Selfridge.

Alaskan Indians for Scouts.
WASHINGTON', Feb. 20.?The ffr.r

Department has telegraphed General
.AKrriam. at Vanmuvor Barracks, au-
thorizing him to enlist 100 Alaskan In-
dians for service as scouts to the Gov-
ernment relief expedition. General Mcu-
riam'has telegraphed the Department
that Colonel Anderson, with four com-
panies of the Fourteenth Infantry,

sailed yesterday from Seattle for Dyea

to maintan law and order at that and
neighboring points in Alaska.(Continued on Fit't'a Fage.)


