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THE PREPARATIONS FOR
NATIONAL DEFENSE.

Seat Work Bene tlie
Past Week

Getting the Country on a
War Footing,

Inioienso Orders for Supplies
Have Been Placed,

While Sea Coast Fortifications Have
Been Greatly Strengthened,

AdLi'nistration Absolutely Has Nc Knowl-
edge of the Cause of the Maine Dis-

aster. No Report oi Any Kind
Having Been Received From

tne Boar: of Inquiry.

WASHINGTON, March TJ?While

to-dai was n<>t marked by particularly
(a \u25a0riant events, the history of the
week Just closed will form a splendid

rei ord of wutft can be accomplished by

t Nation in a short space of time un-

der the necessity to provide for the

*
Beginning with the appropriation of

KiO, ? 0,000 to be expended by the Pres-

ide it without limitation, there followed
n . liv the placing of orders for enor-

! tnm quantities of war supplies, the

In tttUthm of negotiations for th> pur-. ft%T" at Ships abroad, the enlistment

at a n for the navy, the creation of

Wn - giments of artillery, the commis-
slonin of monitors, cruisers and rafr>.
the manning of new posts along IMS

pen « east.-. an<l finally the re-arrange-

n.l r.t of tho gn at military departments

to n-?'. modern conditions in military

NO POINTS LEFT FNCFARDF.D.
The sending of the Oregon, now at

V Island away from San Francis-,.. is ;,n exhibition of the far-sighted-
: \u25a0 v..ih Which tb \u25a0 Secretary of the
\ i \u25a0i« oiiserving the situation of to-
day. The vess«-rs ord.-rs are to cruise

down the Pacific Coast, touching in
from tune to time at various ports

where Iante connections exist, to re-. c r.T.y orders that the Department
may have to give. In this way it is

expected that she will work as far

l nil as Valparaiso, Chile, where she

.li await orders. Valparaiso is very

mv h nearer to Cuba and to Admiral
S\u25a0< q d's fleet than Mare Tsland. while
if il should be desired to send the ship

to the Asiatic- station this can be don!

almost as conveniently from Valparai-

so is from San Francisco. At Valpa-

rais ? tiie Oregon will be where she can

most useful to l>e manipulated in

.\o KNOWLEDGE OF CAUSE OF
MAINE id.FASTER.

The PreaMeni held a c onference at

the White House about noon to-day

with Secretaries Alger. I-ong and Gage.

It is presumed the subject of discus-
sion was the fbsaacet < f the situation,

i sal j' t v. hich could not b ? fullytreat-

After the conference the statement
was tgain made, with the emphasis
that baa characterised every utterance
on the subject by tin- President's eon-
stltut tonal advisers, that up to date
the Administration bus absolutely no
kn i \ ! dge of the caut-e of the disaster

of the Maine, and that it has no report
of any kind from the Court of Inquiry,

Al' v.l.lAilV BRANCH OF NAVY.

The Board of Naval Bureau chief *find it impossible to pass judgment in
v ashlngtoa upon the fttneaa for naval
service of veaaels that may he offered
for the auxiliary branch of the navy
at the tarieus seap its. so they have
been sided in their work by the crea-
tion '. a special board which will on-
d :? i c to visit each of the ports where

fn! personal inspection of the various

i sey end Lieutenant Sargent. L.. u-
tenant Kelley, having been specially
tharj jwith t'.ii- inspection of the mer-
< mt \-ssels for naval service, will be
of great service as. a member of the
beard.

Nashville arrived at k- y \v- st

to-day, while the Marblehead arrived
n: Tampa. The naval officials will not
Sta:- Ov- purpose Of the .Va: bleb'ad's
vi: i; in Tatni a.

A FLOOD oF SUGGESTIONS.
Tin- war talk has had the usual re-

suit of bringing b. f re the War an i
Navy Departments a pcCec: iked ot

suggestions and inventions. Many of
these are most remarkable ?baboon.-,
Hying mac nines, kites and the like, cen-
tipede-like steamers with manifold pro-
pelleis and torpedoes of fearful and

wonderful destruction. All of them are
gi\en attention, and are offered to th
proper authorities for investigation, but
not much is expected from them.
SHOT AN i > SHELL FOR BIG GUNS.

The War Department will, on Monday,

open bids for one of the largest ordeis
for shot and shell for heavy calibci
guns ever given, including armor pierc-
ing projectiles and deck piercing tor-

pedo shells. The number md character

of these follows: 930 twelve-inch deck
piercing shells, weighing 1,000 pounds
each: 1.241 twelve-inch deck piercing

shells, weighing SOU pounds each; 4M
ten-inch armor piercing shot capped:

!4'.l eight-inch armor piercing shells:

ISO eight-inch armor piercing shot
capped.

These projectiles are for the heavy

fc'rtifteation guns now mounted alonj

-the coast. Their purchase is not to be

made under the $50,000,000 defense ap-
propriation bill, but is in anticipation of

the fortification bill, which g.ants $040.-
--000 for a reserve supply of projectiles

and oowder.
As the making of the heavy projectiles

will take considerable time, the con-
tract will be let ahead of the passage of
the bill, assurances having been given

from men in Congress that no question

we uld be raised as to the regularity of
this proceeding.

The entire- amount is designed to give

Iall the heavy guns now installed, and
these to be put in place during the com-
ing year, a full quota of projectiles and
powder. The ll'-inch shot are among

the largest made. The cost of a single

round of this class of projectiles is fSIL
| Aside from the large order to ba placed
Monday, the emergency bill will permit

mentS of such fortification guns as may

jbe mounted for emergency. The present,order is for the actual needs of the guns
now mounted without reference to any
c xisting emergency, although it has been

maele- all the more imperative by the
Spanish crisis.

1 ONDTTTON OF CUBAN RECONCEN-
TRADOS IMPROVED.

The Spanish Minister. Senor Polo, re-
ceived a disjiatch to-day from Captain-

<; Beral Blanco stating the condition of
the Cuban reconeentrados was greatly
improved. General Blanco stated also

; that he had prepared full data on this
subject to be forwarded to Washington.
It will be a timely contribution to the
official material on the condition of
unfortunate people, and is doubtless

drawn out by the harrowing stories of

[distress aad starvation which have in ?
? doced the sending of large relief sup-
; plies to Cuba by Americans.

n. ge.tiations with the State.Department,
'except in the formalities of presenting

his credentials. He is flist attending to. the several duties incumbent on a new-
Minister, and after calling on the Pres-
ident to-day. he spent the rest of the day

;in calling on Embassadors and Mlnis-

EMERGENCY PREPARATIONS

Continue With Activity at War
a:.d Navy Departments.

WASHINGTON. Marc h 12.- Emer-
gency preparatiejns were continued tO-

iday in all branches of tin- Navy and

The Bureau of Construction of the

' ttonally well prepared fe>r any emer-
gency work that it may be called upon

jto perform in connection with the aux-. iliary cruisers It is due to an or-
ganisation which, in ordinary times, is
so ar ranged that the force can be maele

| mands. it is said that less than an
hour's work would be- required in«?any
bureau office here to complete all tho,plans for the transformation of two oi
jthe b.-st shins <>n the' Atlantic into

The detailed work of reconstruction

patch at the Lt ague island navy yard.
At that point there' is a naval eon-

| bama is bow in progress at Cramp's
yard, but as there is no present pi oß-

| pect of completing her. the large force
!of men could be withdrawn from the
Alabama and set at work on the aux-

I iliary cruisers. It is hot doubted that

' ernm.-nt every facility in the way of

The sane readiness for quick work
!of construction exists at Newport
iNew* and at, Norfolk. At New-part- there ere a Naval Constructor,
three assistants and thirty draughts-
men reaa> tee ivgin work ef this char-
s' ter at any time. The large dock at
tm.t pe.ut gives an : aditiona! facility.

|\t Norfolk the Const ruction Depart-
in at ha. an effective force ready to

Thus r:.r fhe work or. the au'xi.iary
iaeei ttas not begun, but it is a source

' ' .action \u25a0-' tlie Navy Depart-

Tbe Secretary of Wavy has directed
a recruiting station h- opened in

;\\ ashlngte.n immediately, the special
! irpore . eing to secure ordinary sea-

| '
present on outy at th»- Wasb-

ington A.e\> l c pnrtm, nt. will be in
cnasge tne navy station, which will

,me rvavai inspection Board has
jcone clou n to Norfolk te> examine the

asacaias. jus. returned from the Ast-
jatic station <oy way of Suez. This in-
spection is a.v.ays made on the return

of a vessel from a tour to foreign coun-

The Fern, laden with supplies for the
suffering Cubans, arrived at Matanz-s.
Cttba, froHQ Key West, to -day. Cap-
tain Cowles merely reported his ar-
rival to the Navy Department, without
making any mention of the condition
of affairs at Matanzas. After dis-
charging the stores there. Captain
Cowles will proceed with his vessel to
Sagua and leave the remainder.

CivilEngineer A. J. Menoeal has been
detached from the League Island na ...

ards and ordered to Key West. This
is regarded as significant, and as In-
dicating a purpose on the part of the
Navy Department to make immediate
and considerable improvements at the
naval station in Key West. Per s vera!
years oast Engineer in Chief Melville

visnbility or*erectlnic^a^*"^ chi * '
ping passing from the gulf to Europe
and the Eastern States at present had
no place in which to make temporary
re pairs on their voyages, without going

His proposition was that the shop should
be originally devoted to naval uses, but

chant vessels should avail, f its facility
in case of need, upon easy terms. At
present the North Atlantic squadron Is
obliged to defer making any repah s
that cannot be done aboard. This state

The gunboatWilmington reported her

Brigadier-General John Wilson. Chief
of Engineers of the War Department,
returned to-day after a trip of over
3,000 miles, which he accomplished in-
side of one week. Naturally his visit
to Southern coast points, in which ex-
tensive fortifications work is in pro-
gress, has excited much comment. Gen-

cuss In any way this phase of his trip.

land River. St. Johns River and the
works at Tampa and Key West. F!a.
The inspection of the Cumberland and
St. John's Rivera was in connection With
river and harbor improvements, the f< r-

ter's alleged irregularity occurred. Gen-
eral Wilson spent a day at Key West
and another at Tampa, but the nature of
his inspections there are ont disclosed.
While at Key West he met a number of
the officers of the United States fleet
concentrated there, and heard the usual

|gas notwithstanding the reports current

iwhile lie was in the South that he was
examining this point with a view to
having plans for its fortification put into

[ Consul-General Lee communicated to
the Department of State information
derived from the Passport Bureau in
Havana, to the effect that no chane-es

! will be made affecting passports beyond
hoiding the passports presented for

: tw« aiy-fOUT boars bi fore di livery. Thr
Americans ate allowed to land Without
passports, but no one can leave port or

vessel without presenting a passport
duly vized by the Governm nt. which is
kept by the consignees of tb ? vessel for

The Consul-Oenoral r.commends that
all Americans Intending tc> visit Cuba
should provide themselves with pass-
ports from the Department of State,
which serve to identify them properly
while in Cuba, and greatly facilitate
their departure when ready to leave the

MILITARYDEPARTMENTS.

Secretary Alger Promulgates Klj

Order Staking the Chmges.
WASHINGTON, March 12.?The War

Department to-day promulgated its or-
der creating the Departments of the
Gulf and of the Lakes, and abolishing

the Departments of the Missouri and

The Department of the East will «m-

The Department of the Lakes will
Include Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennes-

Aiabama, Mississippi, Louteiana and

Genera!' Brooke will command the
Department of the Lakes, and Briga-
dier-General Graham the Department

The department is making efforts to

tary departments announced in tho or-
der, to whb h reference was made yes-
terday. The important change by the
order was the creation of the new

as with the southern portion of the
Department of the East The ether
changes made were in tho direct ion of
rectifying the lines of the- Central Wi ;t-r-
jcrn departments, so as to make them
more symmetrical and easily accessl-
ble in all portions from their respective
central headquarters. For this rea-
son the State of Ohio, for many years
attach'd to the Department of the

pertinent of the Missouri. Which non-
takes the name of the Department of
the Lakes. The change in name is

The Western States included in the
Department of the Dakota have been

Platte, while to maintain the present
proportions of this department th.:
northern sections have been thrown in-
to tho Department of the Dakota

No changes have been made In the
Department of the Columbia, the De-
partment <>f California or the Depart-

Heretofore there has been only one
military center along the* Atlantic,
namely, that of New Sork, but the
present condition of affairs made it ap-
parent, from a military standpoint that
it was desirable to have another mili-
tary center at Atlanta. The same com-
mand' v. nrig.idipr-Cer.era! Graham,
will be in wtrinaml at Atlanta, as- he
had J ravtOUSty been in command of th-' 1
Departrneni of Texas; He tele&rapbed
the VV ar Department to-day that he
WOUld go to Atlanta next Monday and

'establish he achpuarters.

ACTIVITY AT NAVY YARDS.

Work Being Carried on Day and
Night.

WASHINGTON. March 12.?There is
general activity at the Washington na-

iry-yard. three shifts of men working
twenty-four hours continuously. The
completion of the big guns there is be-
ng pushed ahead with all possible

baste. The rush has led to a large de-
mand for machinists of ail kinds, which I
up to now has not been met. An en-
listment office for blue jackets v, as
jpened at the yard to-day. Thirty ma-

rines have been detailed fr-un the yard

apolis. They are held in readiness to

start at a moment's notice. Some of

ed this week, and were shipped so In-
dian Head to be tested. Not a uay
passes but what guns of some caliber
are finished and taken down by tho tug
Triton to the proving grounds to be
tested. Two or three of the monster
thii teen-inch guns, with the exception

of a few finishing tcvuehes to i»e put to
the breach mechanism, are already to
be tested.

INCREASING THE FORC33S.

seamen and ironworkers w as c-mtim. d
to-Bay at the Brooklyn navy-yard, but

men and coal passers were refused, as
there h already a full complement of

;these classes.
The torpedo boat Stile tto has been

iput in condition for sea.
The work of transporting ammunition

from the yard t.» the steamers down

IFifty more mechanic's will be put to

| work at the arsenal on Monday, and

| mouth navy-yaid from Washington to

ascertain bow marty warships could be
! coaled here, and the Quickest possible

piy a vessel. The Washington authori-

itleships and seven cruisers could be
icopied at the navy-yard here at one
jtime, and that 20,000 tons of coal could

AT MILITARYPOSTS.

Artillery Batteries Preparing to

Go to the Sea Coast.

ment of the Lakes, is mumng arrange-

ilery tew at forts in the West to lite
Atlantic seaboard and Gulf of Mexico.
To-day the Western railroads having

\u25a0 headquarters at St. Louis and other
| Western cities were invited to telegiapii
jby the fsth inst. proposals for tne

jttunsporting of batteries of artillery

iVa., and from Fort Riley to New < »r-
--j leans, La., and a third from Fort Riley

isists of fi\e officers, sixty-five men.

[ The equipment must go through from
the initial point without change and

\u25a0 wilfciessuva ly leave Fort Riley

inoon c n the lfith inst

jCommander Felix H. Hunicke of tlie

'.St. LoUls naval reserves to-day received

!mg*ad>ond, upon the c xecution of which
Ithe Department will authorise the loan
Of 220 ilotehkiss rules. 4."-< aliber. with

"As the State of Missouri does not
ishare in the appropriation for arming

|and c quipping the naval militia, the De-
partment can be- put to no expense m

[transportation will have- to be hoqne by
;y our organization, and as the Depart-

\u25a0 meat cannot lend small arm ammuni-
tion, this, too, will have to be furnished

KANSAS BATTERIES ORDERED
SOUTH,

JUNCTION CITY (Kan.), March 12.?
Orders were received at Fort Riley this
afternoon at 2 o'clock ordering the
three batteries of artillery at this post
to the South. Battery Bof the Fourth
Artillery. Captain Anderson, goes to

and Battery F of the Fifth, Captain
Riley, to New Orleans. The orders are
such that it will compel the movement
of these batteries to their station not
later than Wednesday of next week
Major Randolph, who is in command Of
tie- artillery boat at Fort Riley, has

not been otdcred elsewhere. There is

great excitement here and at Fort Ri-

Telegraphic reports stating that the

KANSAS CITY, March 12,?A rumor
in persistent circulation this afternoon
that troops had been order* el from Fort
Leavenworth, Kas., to the- Pacific Coast
is denied by army' officials at this

BATTERIES AKIfIVINO AT FORT
HANCOCK.

NEW V<>rk. March 12.?Fort Han-

terti - of seventy-five men each from
Fort Slocum, David's Island, anel two

rived there to-day. With the 300 men
who arrived yesterday there are nejw

more men al the fort than at any time?

PACIFIC COAST.

Its Defeuse Not Overlooked by the
Navy Diipavtmrnt.

WASH IXGTON, Marc hi2. ?In mak-
ing preparations for the possibilities
of the future, the Navy Department

has by no means overlooked th---
strategic defense of the Pacific Coast.
To guard properly this important sea-
board it has been found necessary LO
Send an advance guard seme distance
down the southern Pacific Ocean. The
battleship oreg< a, the sister of the In-
diana, and one of the most powerful

j.vessels in the navy, has been selected

Secretary Lent* to-day teleg? aphed or.

em coast. The vessel will report from

partment, and receive such instructions
BJI changes In conditions may warrant.

jtion. atxeut fifty tons in all. Which Was
unloaded at the powder station when
the ship went north last fab to have

ton naval station. As soon as this
work is done she is expected to sail

! southward.

THE BLOWING OP
OF THE MAINE,

Theories of Captain Pert:!, It is
Said, Are Not Substantiated,

An tmtfm OTficsr Tells of tlie Effects o?

Torpedoes anil Kines.

Depends oil Depth of the Water
Where tho Exi>iosion Occurs as

to What Effect Would be Visi-

ble o;i the Surface?The Lack of

Dead Fish Explained by the

| .st That No Fish Inhabit the
Waters Where the Maine Was
Anchored.

HAVANA (via Key West), March 12.
?It is impossible to scud direct from

gatdlng the views of the Spanish court

ter. However, an American officer, Who

words are worthy of all weight, as he
knows absolutely of what he is talk-

I am a graduate of the torpedo
school, and have studied the effects of
torpedoes and mines from observation
and experiments. A torpedo exploded
at a depth of six feet would throw a
column of water 100 feet into the air;
at twelve feet, ten feet in the air, and
at thirty feet would hardly raise a

ton in the open air makes a mark of its
own size in steel or blows stone into
fragments, ln the water a torpedo it-
self would not be felt at any great.

of the wave theory, and the affecting

As to the hole in the Maine, the ex-
pert in question makes the most im-
portant statement that the Maine drew
twenty-eight to thirty feet at the time
of the explosion, and had about ten
feet of water below her bottom to the
surface of the harbor mud. On the
port side, where the United States
divers are now at work, there is at

not this be the hole which Captain

is, the? hole was more than seven feet
deep when the explosion took place,
and had greatly filled with mud since.

As to the finding of dead fish, the

seen a solitary fish sine c work d>egan
on the wreck. The bodies recovered
from the Main.- have not been touched
by fishes. Some of the fishermen in
Havana testified that there were no

too foul for them.
Further, as to the alleged discoveries

of Spanish divers reported to Captain
Peral. four American divers have been
working on the port side of the wreck
on an average of seven hours per day
each for nearly three weeks, in a space
fifty feet long and twenty feet wide.
The Spanish divers have never been in-
Side 1 the wreck at all; neither have they
ever been on the port side, devoting the
short hours which they have been un-
der water to the starboard and for-
ward and outside the hull. Recently,
to their own surprise, they brought up
two cans of ammunition for the Cinch
guns, not exploded. They dropped them
back, when the light of the surface
Showed that they were unexploded, and

I urther. the Spanish divers often go
down only long enough to wot their

hind a blanket on the barge, where
they sh ep or rest for a couple of hours,

tannot see anything in the mud and
water. They could not have found the
ram of the Maine, since they have not
lit down in the locality of that part
of the wreck. They },aye not ]ocatol i

the turret with the 10-inch guns, though
the spot has been pointed out by Cap-

All of these facts are known by the
United States court of inquiry, having
been elicited in the examination ,f

respond uit expresses the belief that the
Maine was blown.ua by what is known
as a Newport torpedo, stationary tor-
pedo Or something of the same nature.
This ergine Of destruction is the joint
1 roducticn of tlie labors of Commander

now in command of the torpedo station
at Newport, and Lieutenant Holman,
Ordnance Officer of the Maine at the

The Newport torpedo can be planted
li c- a small boat, and the expert be-
lieves that this one was exploded by
b. ing struck on the port side of the
Maine forward of amidships as she
swung to her moorings. He thinks this
more likely timn that wires were laid
from the shore, as the wires if of any
! Ogth Would sink deep in the harbor

It would lie singular if it should prove

poo, in the invention of which on'- of
her principal officers. Lieutenant Hol-

resppndeht without reservation, except
rs to tne name and rank of the giver.

stroying mine was made up of four tor-
pedc i s of38 pounds each of wet and dry

In the judgment of the correspondent,
the I nittd States court of inquiry is
fully aware of the views which the
Spanish Court Will promulgate, and has
also made a careful investigation en the
same lines, so as to be able either to
refute or confirm the Spanish .-tate-

A story is current here, but is not

be,n advised from Washington that
Preside nt McKinley is r.-ady at any time
to receive the couit's report, and that
Captain Sampson replied by a long

ctl i? r cablegram to the Seero'ary of the
Navy. Captain Sampson i3not loost-

ing well, and a good deal of anxiety is

of the Montgomery thinks such f'*at ??

are groundless, while others who should
know do not entertain them.

A careful watch is kept on beard and

officers of that vessel say that no such

play.d by the V zoaya and the Aimiran.
Oquendo. both of which aie moored nea:
by. The Spanish ships at night COn-

quently stop harbor boats coming with

Preraiei.
has written a letter to an intimate
friettd, which was read at a meeting ot
Conservatives lure last Thursday, ln
ibis letter the Premier says that the

tion of the intention to disarm them was
premature.

The news of the recrudescence of the

ceived here with great disgust by the

ing satisfaction by the insurgent sym-
pathisers.

A NETWORK OF MINES.

IA Ship Captain Says That is the
Conditioii of Havana Harbor.

j NEWPORT NEWS (Va.). March l:J.
j?According to Captain Greenmeyrr of
jthe steamship Castil'.a. from New Or-

i leans to Hamburg:, which is now coal-
!ing here, there is a not work of mines in
| Havana harbor. Three years ago be
'says his vessel was about to steam into
| the harbor, when he was signaled not to

!plained that the engineers were plant-

\u25a0sary for htm to wait several hour* be-

i Captain Oreenmeyer was then nu-ster

;of the Albino. He was at one time in
I the Ceimany army.

An Editor Bryonies Insane.
NEW YORK, March 12.?Isaac G.

X...1. editor of "The Protector." official
!organ of the Woman's Protective Au\-
iilir.ry Lea-ue. and »once United States
I© Usui In France, was taken to-night to
the insane ward of Bellevue Hospital.

FEARFUL FIRE AT NEW YORK,

FLAMES BREAK OUT IN TBM
BOWERY MISSION.

Positively Known That at Least

Forty Who Wore Asleep in the

Building Have Perished.

NEW YORK, March 13.?8 a. un-

just before *J o'clock this (Sundayi

morning tire was discovered in the
Bowery Mission at 105 Bowery. The
building, which is a five-story struc-

ture, contained between ITS and 200
lodgers, and while the majority of Ov m
escaped, it is positively known that at

least forty of the men who had gone to,

sleep there for the ninht, lost tbt kr
lives in the conflagration.

There were many hairbreadth es-
capes, some of the occupants jumping

from upper floors. Several of tha*" «*Q
jumped were badly injured. While oth-
ers escaped without a st ratch.

It is supposed that one of the lodg-

ers accidentally set fire to some paper
in the closet on the third floor, and

the flames were soon beyond control.
Some one shouted tire from a window,

and several policemen rushed up the
stairs to the rescue of the occupants.
By this time most of the lodgers b i t
been awakened and were rushing about
in their nightclothes, panic stricken.

An alarm was turned in by a pedes-
trian, who saw the smoke coming from

the third floor, where a lodger bad
thrown open a window to escape suffo-
cation, and was hanging half way out
to avoid inhaling the smoke.

By this »'me the men who had gone to
sle o In the mission had been so sud-
denly awakened to battle for their

lives in the flames were- in such a con-
dition that neither the police nor the

firemen could cope with them. They

were mad in their efforts to escape,
and in many instances the firemen had
to struggle desperately with the lodg

ers to bring them to the streets. in

While the firemen and police were
lighting with those in the hallways a
man made his appearance at the win-

dow on the third door. He threw his
foot out on the ledge, and hung on iof
a few moments to the coping. ' A

crowd had gathered in the street, and
they cried tc him to hold on. But the
flames came out of the window and so
burned his hands that he was forced
to let go.

.V cry of horror went up from the
crowd beloW. The man. before let-
ting go threw himself outward, and as
he fell tlie crowd separated. He land-

ed just beyond the sidewalk. For a
moment he seemed stunned. Then he

arose to Ids feet, felt himself all over,
and hobbled away, disappearing in the
midst of the crowd.

The firemen worked inside the build-
ing until the heat and smoke forced
them out one by one. The scaling
ladders and the life nets were then re-
sorted to.

Water was poured into tho building
in torrents, but the ilames .seemed to
increase in fury however, and it looked

wreck. Many of the lodgers were car-
ried down the ladders. These were al-
most in every instance rescued just as
they were about to jump to tin) Street
from the windows on the upper Hoots.

At .'! o'clock, when the fiames were
under control, one of the firemen who
had made a tour of the entir" building,
emerged and reported to Chief Bonner
that he had seen at least forty deal
bodies. His report was that he bad
discovered two bodies on the first Boor,
live on the second, eight on the third,
twelve on the fourth and thirteen on
the fifth floor.

THE MONTGOMERY
NOT INJURED,

Commandsr Converse Sets at Rest
the Sensational Stir)

9

T; at the Warship Has Mst Wii.i a Mishap
in Cuijan Waters.

Thinks It Would be We i for Sen-
sation Mongers to Give Some
1 bought to iiu Ferlings of the
Wives and Other Relatives of
the Officers and Crew at Hcun
Before Causiiu; Deep Alarm by

Such Baseless Stories.

HAVANA. March 12.?Mail day koepa

[the newspaper correspondents busy, buz
[many of them succeeded in getting to

; tributlon oi the relief supplies tak< a
there on board the dispatch boat Fern,

i Consul-General Lee was misinformed
las to tin? remission oi tlie line oi fsot)
jimposed upon the American yacht

Anita, win, b brought the Congressional

I party here, because her papers were
J alleged to be out of order. The Anna,
jv. as not allowed to go to Matanzas last

[count of the fine, The fine wOl prob-
ably be remitted to-day. am! the Anita

; will sail later for Matam.as or Sagtta

Ispoadeot of the Associated Press wl a
',Commander Converse of tlie cruiser
Montgomery, regarding the report ca-

lculated in the United States that the
jcruiser bad been injured, the officer

"The report is absolutely false. Xo,
damage of any kind to the hull or ma-,chinery has been done to the Mont-

Igomery during the nine months she has

"Would it not i>e well for sensation
?mongers to give some thought to the
feelings of the wives and other rela-
tives of the officers and crew at lion "before causing deep alarm by such

There is general indignation over the

; quested to deny the rumors teiegraphi d

' from here, Which be saw to-day for the
Ifirst time:

posed; ana second, that Consul-General
.Lee and Ur. Bruner, the United Stat ;

sanitary physician, are on had terms.

flty of the men named in them to be

son seem* to be all right again."
The court of Inquiry did little work

to-day. The members examined two
divers; went over drawings and plans
and photographs in the cabin of the
Mangrove, and rem! over the Stenog-

<rapher'S copy of some past testimony., The water is very rough, making the
work of the divers difficult. The wrecK-

,ing tug is anchored a cable length from

i the r>ort side of the Maine, sending
down divers. It is hard to see any
marked advance in the work of the
wreckers.

The Montgomery Was to-day visit 'd
by several Spanish army officials, ac-

; compaaied by two ladies, all coming

on the Governor-General's barge, The
usual naval and official courtesies Wi re
extended by everybody to the officers
and cadets of the Austrian training
ship Donau.
j The members of the court of inquiry-
are deeply interested in the aCCOUttt
given by ibis correspondent of the in-

terview had by him with Captain Peral,
IPresident of the Spanish court of in-
quiry. Each member asked Questions,
in order to make the points of Captain
Peral clear, hut, of course, made no
comment whatever.
I Adciitional advices received by this
correspondent from Matanzas show
that the 1.500 pounds of quinine on the
Fern and Bergen cannot be distributed
without orders from the Government,
and fears are ielt that the work st
distribution will be delayed, because
the Red Cress Society did not make

ever, all have confidence in Consul

tempt to smuggle jewelry into Havana

caused by tin- Strict examinations. Tire
>Officials say they will act as quickly
|US possible. The Fern, as soon as the
slow work of unloading is finished, will
take the same amount of stores te»
SagUa la Grande. Tin- Fern hopes to
reach Sogua to-morrow. She must un-
load there, as at Matanzas, to lighters.
At Matanzas she bad to use her own
small <rcw to transfer the freight no
adequate provision of stevedores having
been made by th.- Ren Crops Society.
The news that there was f< ad in Matan«
zas spread rapidly through the town,
and hundreds of Y'Qor people crowded
to the wharves wits sacks and boxes,
only to be disappoih'ed, and told rhac
they must wait.

A report, though it has not yet been
verified, is that the stares sent fb
Matanzas by tlie Red Cross Society
ten days ago are still jn trte railroad
warehouse, and that none has been dis-
tributed.

READY TO BATTLE.

E-v-Conf citrates Would Enlist to
Defend the Flare.

ovvosso (Mich.), March V? General
J. B. Gordon of Georgia, who lectured
here last evening on "The Last Days
of ;he Confederacy." has leceivi d a te!e-

"One hundred and fifty thousand of
your comrades stand ready to foiloW
your lead in the protection of our na-
tional Bonor."

Said the General: "I think I hear
rebel yells and Yank c hurrahs mingled,
as-our common country unite? in pro-
tection of our liac''

A. Railway Official 111.
NEW YORat March 12.? J. O.

Schriebtr. General Trafttc Manager of
the Southern Pacific Railway Company,
with offices in New York, is very ill at

the Hoffman House.

Way (toes a loafer always bother a
man when he's busy?(Continued on Fifth Fage.l


