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LITTLE WORK
DONE YESTERDAY.

Divers and Contractors Taking a
Rest.

Benefit for the Fund for the Spanish
Navy.

Enough Food on Hand to Relieve

the Starving Reconcentrados

for a Week and More on the

WaT _Abusive and Bombastic

Editorial in the "Union Consti-

tutional" About the United

States and Its Citizens.

HAVANA, March 20 ? Littl? work

was done on the wreck of th* Maine
to-day by the divers or contractors.
The city has been quiet, after the fes-

tivities of last night, lasting until

nearly morning at the Tacon Theater,

where a dramatic representation was
given in aid of the fund for the Spanish

navy There was plenty of enthusi-

asm 'in the crowded theater. Every

patriotic sentiment was cheered to the

echo but there were no sen-utional
features. The proceeds are not ail in

yet I'Ut it is believed they wi'l amount
to between $30,000 and $40,000 »» sold.
Former estimates were too la.'ge. Even
with the enormous prices paid lor the

b flees and seats, it was impossible to
get any receipts as $80,000 or

$100,000, as was hoped by BOfli.
The Austrian cruiser Donan. which

l it lor New York last evening, is not
exoected to reach her destination for

a week or two, as she is sl_>w, even

The Red Cross Society of Amer-
ica has decided to devote itself hence-
forth in Cuba to hospital, asylum

and kindred work. Dr. Egan pre-

fers not to serve on the Gen -rai Com-

mittee! The Distribution RMief Com-
mittee now consists of Consui -Onera!
Lee Dr. R. (luzman representing the
Cuban committee, and J. L. Vender-
water. Secretary of the Western Rail-
way of Cuba, representing the Ameri-
can contributors. General Le ? will act
as arbitrator in the event of a differ-
ence of opinion between the two other
members.

The food on hand will afford relief
to all the needy in the island for a

wc.-k or more, and additional supplies

are afloat. Relief has been sent to

131 central points, from which 4<J2
towns and villages have been supplied.
Cornmeal is the principal ration, as be-
ing good food for the really hungry,
but not likely to tempt beggars or the
unworthy. Beside, there is nr diffi-
culty In getting it through th-.* cmt«,;n?

quickly.
Special Commissioner Klopsch lias

appointed three men to travel con-
stantly through the island, to verify
the count of the needy, to see tha: sup-

plies are properly received and Han-

dled, to prevent fraud and generally
to assist in the work of distribution.
The lateat total reported to Mr.
Klopsch is 20."i.<HKl necessitous cases.

If the Government will sanction the
arrangement, a large building in the
suburb of Guanabaeoa, Wber ! ill \u25a0 Al-
fonso XIII.regiment is now quartered,
will bo rented by the Relief Commit-
tee. Several hundred reooneeiitrad«,s

have Just been set to work cultivating
ten acres of ground surround'-ng th?
building, in contributing r o their own
support.

The plan is experimental, and if
successful is capable of extensive de-
velopment elsewhere.

The "Union Constitutional." in an ed-
itorial to-day. under the caption,
"Basta Ya" (it is enough), calls atten-
tion to the presence In Havana of "cer-
tain lordly men who are talking loudly,
discussing Spanish and Cuban affairs
and criticising the Government." It

"The action of these men. the Yankee
correspondents who stir up strife be-
tween nations, might by the lies they
publish cause innocent Americans to
be food for cannon in the event of war.
The Maine disaster has been used as a
text for foolish stories about mines
and about dungeons worse than the In-
quisition.

"Under pretense of relief, the United
States surrounds Cuba with the vessels
of her fleet, and the jingo spirit urges
war.

"The United States is settled by
aliens, anarchists and the lower classes
who do not know the meaning of real
charity, their motto being, 'My son. get
money?honestly if you can, but at any
rate get money.' They seek to inflict
humiliation upon Spanish honor and
charity by their ostentations contribu-

"The presence of the Vizeaya and the
Almirante Oquendo has helped to keep
the American jingoes within bounds,
and When the fleet of torpedo-boats ar-
rives from Spain and Admiral Man-
terola raises his flag here on the great
ship Carlos V . all these menaces, in-
side and outside, will disappear."

Consul-General Lee to-day visited the
graves of of the Maine dis-
aster In colon Cemetery. The ground
has been leveled, piparatory to sod-
ding and ornamen Ition with shrubs
and flnv.ors. Gen- ml Lee will soon
erect a fence, enclc-dng all the graves
with a gateway. The question of a
suitable monument has not vet been
raised. , - 1

As a result of the action of a central
committee of the Co iTervative party in
Havana, in urging a! at hat wing to take
part in the coming sections, the local
committee of Conservatives in Cien-
fugos. composed of pjpminent men, has
resigned in a body.

The autonomists lave decided to
nominate the follownig men as their
candidates for the neft Cortes: Rafael
Labra. Moya Serrani Perroje Monez.
Genaroa Las V'ilba H*tes, General Sal-
co, Herstman Espinc*. Costa Rosello,
Ramon Labra. Garfiel Espano, E.
Geichera, Rafael Ablpus. Jose Lopez,
Augustin Silveta. Maiiiel Troyano. Us-
tosa Delofoa Rodrigtfz and Arman
San Miguel.

The Maine's steam Jiunch was raised
to-day from the wrecllby the contract-
ors.

The latest advices from General Pan-

do's forces tell of "an unimportant
skirmish " with the rebels in the prov-
ince of Puerto Principe.

RELIEF FOR THE CUBANS.

Clothing, Provisions and Money
Sent From Kansas City.

KANSAS CITY (Me.), March 20.?A
relief fund of $9,033 and twenty-one

carloads of provisions and clothing

collected in Missouri, Kansas and Ok-
lahoma for the starving Cubans were
forwarded South from here to-day.
These relief measures are being car-
ried out under the management of the
Kansas City "Star," and agents of the

' Star" will aid in the distribution at
Mantanzas under the direction of
United States Consul Brice. This le-
lic-f is being carried free on a special
train over the Memphis road to Mem-
phis, then over the Illinois Central to
New Orleans. The United States Gov-
ernment has granted the transporta-

tion from New Orleans to Mantmzas.
Articles of food sent are wheat Hour,

cornmeal, rice, potatoes, rolled oats,
condensed milk and soup extracts.

The contributions of clothing include
a great number of calico dresses lor
women and children.

ANOTHER FIFTY MILLIONS.

House Committee on Naval Affairs
Will Favor It.

WASHINGTON, March 20. ? The
Iwork of the sub-committee of the

House Committee on Naval Affairs was
finished last evening with the result
that a total appropriation of $50,000,-
--000 will be recommended, including
$500,000 for a warship for the Great
Lakes.

The sub-committee completed the
Idraft late and it will be laid before
'the full committee Monday morning.
!It will be reported to the House in the
jafternoon, and it is expected its con-
isideration will be entered upon Tues-
! day.

As finally completed the bill carries
jappropriations aggregating in round
numbers $50,000,000 and authorizes the
ultimate expenditure of $10,009,000
more. The item for three battleships
not to cost more than $3,000,00Q each
jis the largest one, save the pay of the
navy, in the bill. One-third of their

Icost, $3,000,000, is appropriated. For
I the five dry-docks authorized to be
I constructed at Portsmouth, Boston,

!League Island, Mare Island and Al-
!giers, $1,125,000 is appropriated, to be
iequally divided among them. This was
!the estimate of the Department of the

' amount that could be profitably ex-
; bended in their construction the first
jyear. All the docks save that at Al-
! giers, which will be of steel, will be of
jWOOd.

The six torpedo boats authorized are
i to cost not to exceed $15,000 each, and
jthe six torpedo-boat destroyers $250,-

--000 each, and the money necessary to
build them is appropriated in full.

An increase of 2,'KM) in the force of
I enlisted men and hoys in the navy is, authorized. This w ill make the total
t force 13,750, of which 12,750 will be
: men and 1,000 boys.

BRITISH COLDNESS.

England Has Enough Trouble on
Her Hands.

LONDON, March 20.?The "Daily

Mail" this morning, in an editorial re-

futing "Some of the American accusa-
tions of British coldness," says:

"Among many reasons for Great
Britain's comparative non-interest, not
the least is our better knowledge oi
the Spaniards and their paper navy,

and our conviction that the Anglo-
Saxon will always defeat the Latin.
Indeed, the trend of British thought is
toward surprise that the greatest of
republics should excite itself unduly

about so poor a foe.
"The Americans should remember

that, while we are full of trust in their
capability to deal with Spanish Imper-
tinences, we are fully occupied with a
greater trouble threatened or active in
various parts of the world. They have
our full sympathy, at a time when
France, Germany and Russia are back-
ing Spain as fully and almost as open-
ly as they are opposing British efforts
for the freedom of foreign trade
throughout the world.

"But there is no occasion now to
talk of an offensive and defensive al-
liance. The disproportion between our
mission and America's makes it im-
possible. There will be time to pro-
pose this way of recementing th? race
when America is ready to face the
splendid responsibilities it entails."

NEW JERSEY MILITIA.

They Will Be Put in Effective Con-
dition and Ready for Action.

NEW YORK. March 20.?The com-, manding officers of the regiments of:
the New Jersey National Guard held j
a meeting at division headquarters of
General J. W. Plume at Newark to- j
day.

The genera! condition of the troops
was considered and all were reported
satisfactory. It was the sense of the
meeting that, as New Jersey has not
a coast defense between Sandy Hook
an i Cape May. except four gun bat-

jteries at Seagirt, N. J.. in case of war,
jshe would have to take care of her
coasts with her troops the minute hos-
tilities were begun between the United
States and Spain. While no official or-
der v. as given, every man was quietly
Informed to be in readiness in case an

jemergency should arise.

GALVESTON ARTILLERYMEN.

They Have Gone Into Camp and
More Are Coining.

GALVESTON (Texas). March 20.?
Mattery K. Light Artillery, with four

: officers and sixty-seven men. Captain

| Dillonback in command, reached Gal-
[ veston this morning and went into
icamp on the Government reservation.; Just west of this city, on the Gulf

beach.
Battery X Is the crack battery of

jthe army, and its full strength is four
jofficers and seventy-six men. four, modern ,1.2-inch guns and sixty horses.
| The move from Fort Sam Houston to

Galveston is a change of station. A
company of heavy artillerjr from Jack-

jFon Barracks at New Orleans is ex-
jpected to-morrow.

Yellow Fever on Board.
NEW YORK, March 20.?The steam-

J er Strabo. Captain Jardine. which ar-
rived here to-day from Rio Janeiro,
lost one of her crew from yellow fever

J during the voyage to this port. When
jthe Strabn arrived in port the Health. Officer ordered a strict quarantine ol"i

' the vessel. 1

ARE KEPT BUSY
DENYING IT.

Papers Trying to Convince the
Public,

Say There Was No Request for Lee's
Recall,

They Do Not Want to Think Their
Government Made the Demand
and Then Backed Down?State-

ment That Don Carlos Will Re-

sign His Claims in Favor of His

Son and That the Latter Will

Announce Himself as Pre-
tender Are Doubtful.

MADRID, March S. (Correspondence
of the Associated Press) ?The Madrid
papers, with few exceptions, have dur-
ing the past few days been trying to
convince the public that there never
was any question of General Fitzhugh
Lee's recall from Havana. The facts
in the case, however, are exactly as
cabled to the Associated Press.

Senor Sagasta, in conversation with
General Woodford, did suggest that
friendship and good will between the
two countries would be promoted were
General Lee to be recalled, and after
consulting his Government General
Woodford did inform the Premier that
such a step could not be considered.
Nothing would have been known of the
affair had it not been that some one in
the Spanish Foreign Office confided the
information to the official news agency
of Spain?the Fabra Agency.

The fact that this agency received it
and that the censor allowed it to be
telegraphed by them abroad is, to those
familiar with methods in Madrid, con-
clusive evidence that it was correct.
It was only when the effect this news
produced in America was cabled back
here, and after there was a fall on the
Bourse, that there was any Question
of denying the authenticity.

The "Globo," the Spanish Ministerial
organ, in a leading article to-day, says
it can only mislead those who are ig-
norant of the traditional sensitiveness
of the Stock Exchange, adding that nei-
ther the Government nor public opin-
ion should pay greater attention to the
phenomenon than it merits.

"The present blow," it continues,
"comes from Paris, and is due to two
absurd rumors, namely, that the United
States Gevernment refused to remove
General Lee at the request of the Span-
ish Government, and that no lesser
person than his Holiness, Pope Leo
XIII, has, through his Secretary of
State, committed himself to favorable
statements with regard to the Cuban
insurgents. The first has no basis
whatever, the Government having nei-
ther officially nor indirectly suggested
Lee's removal; the latter, we opine,
arises from Cardinal Cascajare's pas-
toral, but it is well known ;hat the said
pastoral has not been well received at
Rome."

The "Imparcial" refers to the General
Lee rumor and to the Gevernment de-
nial of the truth as accounting for the
fall in prices. It declines to decide on
which side the truth really lies.

Commenting- on the tranquillity of the
Government, and especially on Senor
Sagasta, however, it says:

"We presume the Ministers have re-
assuring information which discounts
in their minds the panic reigning in
financial circles."

"But," it adds, "if they have not.
what a frightful responsibility lies upon
them. We do not wish to admit it,
nor even to think of it, for if the day
should come when war is inevitable,
and the present Government tranquil-
lity turns out to be neglect and want
of foresight, then the foreign question
will be as nothing compared to the
home one started in our midst. As
we have already pointed out, the most
dangerous thing which can happen is
that the nation should imagine tho
Government is neglecting defense of
our honor or our interests."

With respect to the affair of General
Lee, the "Pais" says: "It is quite clear
the Government is determined to live
as divorced as possible from public
opinion, and it carries out this plan
with a consistency worthy of a better
cause. At the very moment when the
whole of Spain?or rather the whole
of Europe?is rejoicing at the rumors
of complaints addressed by the Span-
ish Government to that of the United
States, our Minister of State labors to
prove that no such complaints have
ever been made, and that the Govern-
ment has not even incidentally occu-
pied itself with the affairs.

"Th > people doubt the truth of th-sc-
statements. We do not. We prefer to
credit them rather than suspect what
must otherwise have happened, that
the Government made the complaint,
but in face of the insolent refusal of the
Yankees to make satisfaction, had. not
the courage to abide by them. Never-
theless, the rumors, we must admit,
look true. All the world believes in
their authenticity and those who do
not are of the opinion that they ought
to be true."
Referring to the "slump" in Spanish-Js,

the "Liberal" characterizes as absurd
the action attributed to the Pope. "His
lofty prudence is recognized all the
world over."

Nor does it credit the Lee rumors
with being the real cause of the fall.

"The real origin," it says, "is to be
found in the prominent state of alarm
under which the Spanish and European
people have lived for some time, in the
tension of mind: in the cloud of sus-
picion with which they are surrounded;
in the feverish excitement which leads
them to take precaution against a rup-
ture and in the angry restlessness
which pervades all unknown dangers.
Step by step, almost unconsciously, we
and they have reached a state of armed
peace, not less ruinous and probably
more demoralizing than actual war.
While the nations are in this position
we may at least expect some falls
without the necessity of a concrete fact
brinsring them about. Undoubtedly our
relations with the United States are
daily accommodating themselves to the
strict dictates of prudence and dili-
gence: but. does that Government really
believe the nation can, without suf-

fering irremediable lodfe, put up for a
few months more with; this anguishing
indecision and enervating uncer-

The "Liberal" is of fhe opinion that
theelouds continue to father. It adds:
"A fresh cause of alaf-m about which
much is said but little is known, was
added. It is rumored that the Bank oi

Frame has threatened our Govern-
ment, demanding that it shail settle the
question of paymentJto the railway
companies within a ljfced time. It is
added that Senor Castillo's visit to
Madrid is connected with this matter.
There may be some truth in all this,
but we imagine the prop <ai Monday
arose tiom the report that Captain
Brownson was at once going to France
and England to examine the ships of-
fered for sale to the United States and
to the knowledge that the republic was
hurrying forward in all haste its mili-
tary preparations. In appearance the
messages passing between the Cabi-
nets cf Washington and Madrid are
very friendly and calming, but every
one sees that deeds do not correspond
with words. The solution of the prob-
lem lies in the pacification of Cuba.
When that is accomplished all the
clouds that now arise from the United
States will disappear of themselves."

The "Imparcial" regrets that Spain
applies to external politics tho dilatory
tactics she is accustomed to use in in-
ternal affairs. This, to a great extent,

it explains, "arises from the fact that
for the greater part of the century

Spain has but little mixed herself with
politics, for wo have lived like a nation
shut up in its shell, stewing in its
juice."
i Don Jaime De Bourbon, who is stay-

J ing at present at Cannes, at the Villa
iHenry IV.. will shortly receive the
iSpanish Carlist deputies. Afterwards

he will proceed to Spain, where he will
declare himself (Hara Acto De) pre-
tender.

Commenting upon the above tele-

' gram received from Paris, the "Her-
|aldo" remarks that itfVillsay nothing
!to augment the gravity of tho situa-

tion. It says: "The fact that our cor-

| respondent makes no as to

the accuracy of his information forces
us to believe that he, considers the;
consequent reflection Of Carlist views,
more especially if w§ bear in mind

jthat the Carlist organ in Madrid, "El

' Correo Espanola,' has during the past

i few days accentuated threats it has
jbeen lavishing for months past.

"Nevertheless it would not be wise
to take for granted that Don Carlos

IDe Bourbon has decided to surrender
; his pretended claims to Don Jaime, in
I whom the Carlist enthusiasts place
'\u25a0 their hopes. Although it is certain
jthat many wish to again set civil war
iablaze without regard to antagonized
! states of affairs, such a criminal in-
jtention will lind no echo In the eoun-
jtry, nor within those circles of tradi-
Ition which still follow Don Carlos,

j "We therefore hope that fresh news
imay correct or clear up that sent by
| our correspondent in Paris, which is
jundoubtedly grave, although it may
only refer to plans which may fall

| through."
The "Liberal" says: "Ministerialists

jsay there is absolutely no ground for

jthe belief that Don Jaime De Bourbon
proposes shortly to visit Spain in order
to declare himself pretender. But it is

jclear that should Carlos' son come to
Spain he would do so by hoodwinking

jthe vigilance of the authorities, a thing
jnot difficult to do. It is not in that
jvigilance the Government base their
denial that Don Jamie will enter Spain.
They have information as to the designs

lof the Carlists Which enables them to

istate that the Carlist party has no

jintention of committing any act in
| which Don Jaime could take part."

This appears to be confirmed by oth-
jer and well-authorized reports.

The "Globo," referring to the rumor
jthat Don Jaime, the "restless" son of
Don Carlos, would in a short time come

ito Spain to execute a deed which
jshould accredit him pretender, his fa-
| ther resigning in his favor his rights

to the crown, says well-known Car-
lists deny the accuracy of the report,

! and say they will take no part in- the
jelections?which means they will live
! inside the law?in order to protest

iagainst the policy pursued by the Na-
| tional Government during the last few
: days.
i The "Pais" (Revolutionist) heads an

article "King Jaime," in which it
banters the "Heraldo" on its telegram,
bidding it to rejoice rather than to be

;sad. adding that the Spanish revenue
jmust at last benefit by the charge for
i the stamp on the "deed of the pre-
jtender," which Don Jaime is coming

ito Spain to execute.
I The "Correo" publishes a manifesto
jto the Carlists. urging them to do all
|in their power at the approaching
jelections to return Carlist candidates,
jthe only party which has clean hands
in the disgraceful humiliation in Spain,
and as being the only party which can
restore to Spain her ancient honor and
jglory. The document is signed by
jMarquis De Corral bo.

The organization of the second tor-,
jpedo squadron will shortly be effected,

iThe Habana, Barcelona and Retamo-
:sa are all ready in the San Fernando
inavy yard, Cadiz.

Recruits Shipped From Columbus.
COLUMBUS, March 20.?Eighty re-

\ cruits have been forwarded from the
jColumbus post up to date for the new
artillery regiments and as many more
are now at the post under instructions.

IA high standard fur enlistment is fixed
jand fully four-fifths of those applying
Iare rejected.

One of Maine's Crew in England, j
jLONDON, March 20.?The morning 'jpapers publish a long statement by 'Seaman Newman, recently arrived in
England, who was on board the Maine J
at the time of the disaster in Havana

; Harbor. Newman solemnly declares
jthe explosion was external and on the
port side of the ship.

For the First Time on Sunday.
BETHLEHEM (Pa.). March 20.?The

; Bethlehem Iron Company's ordnance
i works were working to-day. for th-1

? first Sunday in the company's history.
( The plant is running day and night

and over 2,000 hands are busy.

Bought Smokeless Powder.
NEW YORK. March 20.?The Nor-

| wegian steamer Norkin. which arrived
jthis morning from Hamburg, brought
jtwenty-live tons of smokeless gunpow-
) der for the United Slates Government.

Against Stopping Telegrams.
MADRID. March 20.?"El Liberal"

i protests against the authorities stop-

jping telegrams to Spanish newspapers.
It characterizes such action as " a use-
less procedure, because the Spanish

'press is both prudent and patriotic."

NO PROGRAMME
IN THE SENATE.

The Course of Events Liable to be
Influenced

Largeiy by the Developments From the
Outside.

The Week Promises to Be An Ex-
ceedingly Eventful One, if Not
Sensational, in the House-
Naval Appropriation Bill Will
Probably Give Rise to Inflam-

matory Speeches, Even if the
Report of the Board of Inquiry
Is Not Sent In.

WASHINGTON, March 20.?N0 pro-
gramme has been prepared for the Sen-
ate for the present week and the course
of events is liable to be influenced
largely by developments from the out-
side.

The quarantine bill is the unfinished
business on the Senate calendar and
if opportunity offers Senator Pettlgrew
will get up his public land bill. It is
expected the sundry civil appropriation
bill will be reported Wednesday or
Thursday, and if it should be it may-
be taken later in the week. The Sen-
ate Committee is making many changes
in this bill and it will consume several
days of the time of the Senate when
considered. It is also understood to be
Senator Davis' intention to bring up
the Hawaiian treaty, in order to get a
vote on the Bacon amendment. It is
still Mr l>avis' intention to move to lay

the amendment on the table as soon as
Senator Bacon concludes his speech in
its support. All these plans are liable
to be c hanged if the report of the Court
of Inquiry' into the Maine disaster
should be received. The receipt of this
document would Inevitably have the
effect of springing a Cuban debate,

which would side-track ail other ques-
tions.

Whether the report of the Xavai
Board of Inquiry on the Maine disaster
goes to Congress this week with a spe-
cial message from the President, call-
ing for Congressional action, relations
with Spain and the proximity of war.
as viewed from the standpoint of em-
ergency preparations now going on to
place the country in a state of defense,

probably will be exhaustively debated
in the House in connection with the
naval appropriation bill, the consider-
ation of which will begin on Tuesday.

The many emergency items in the bill,

the large increase in the enlisted force,

the liberal provision for battleships,
torpedo boats and dry-docks, will bring
the whole subject for the necessity for
these preparations directly before the
House.

While the conservative leaders doubt-
less will seek to prevent inflammatory

expressions under the recent ruling of
the Speaker, which practically places

no limit upon the latitude of debate in
Committee of the Whole on the state
of the Union, the leaders, except by
their example, probably will be unable
to repress sensational speeches. An ef-
fort is likely upon the part of some
of the radicals to force from those in
the confidence of the administration a
declaration of the policy of the admin-
istration regarding Cuba. This they

hope to do by taunting them with
some of the rumors which have been
floating about in the newspapers dur-
ing the pa3t few days. Altogether it
is likely there will be a general expres-
sion of the sentiment in the House on
this question before the bill is passed.

Should the President transmit the
report of the Board of Inquiry with
a request for Congressional action dur-
ing the week, everything else will give
way to it. Any action that might be
decided upon would b« in the complete

control of the Republican leaders, as
to the limit to be put upon debate. If
the report of the board does not go to
Congress this week the naval bill will
probably consume all the time after
to-morrow. But if it should be passed
before Saturday, which seems unlikely,

the bill for the reorganization of the
al my and authorization for recruiting

it to a footing aggregating 104,000 men
in time of war. will be taken up. To-
morrow the bill for the relief of the
victims of the Maine will be called up
immediately after the reading of the
journal, under the arrangement made
last week. It is not expected to con-
sume much time, but probably will be
made the occasion for several patriotic
speeches in eulogy of the heroism of
the sailors who went down to their
tragic death. The rest of the day will
be occupied in the consideration of
private bills, in pursuance of the order
of last Friday. Altogether it promises
to be an exceedingly eventful, if not
sensational week in the House.

DID NOT ATTEND CHURCH.

President McKinley Conferred
With His Cabinet.

WASHINGTON, March 20.?Presi- !
dent McKinley did not attend church
this morning, as is his custom, but in-
stead spent two hours or more in con-
ference with several members of the
Cabinet. Assistant Secretary Day call-
ed about 10:":>. and remained until
nearly noon. Secretary Long and ffc C-
retary Bliss were the other members
present. Tin y remained less than an
hour.

Commander Clove, in company with
Mr. Flint, who has been acting for the
Government in the negotiations for the
purchase of ships, also called, and were
shown into the President's private of-
fice. The members of the Cabinet on
leaving the White House said that
there was no special significance in the
meeting this morning. The report of
the Court of Inquiry has not yet been
received, nor was it definitely known
when it will reach here. It was ex-
peeled, however, early in the present
week, and as soon as received it would
be handed at once to the President,
and when it has been read by the Pres-
ident it will be made public. Secretary

Long, in speaking of the report, said
that while fully realizing its import-
ance, the country, in his opinion, would
willingly accord to the President a day

or two for its consideration. The indi-
cations seem to be that the report will

bo made public by the middle of the
present week.
I The presence of Charles R. Flint at
the conference, naturaly gives infer-
ence that the President and his advis-
ers were discussing the question of ac-
quiding additional ships. Mr. Flint,
whose commercial interests are largely
with South American countries, is be-
lieved, in a measure at least, to repre-
sent Chile and Argentina in negotia-
tions which arc under way for the dis-
position of their war vessels. A re-
porter to-day asked Mr. Flint if he
could say whether or not the United
States had secured possession of the
Chilean ship O'Higgins and the Argen-

tine ship San Martine, but he declined
to make any statement as to the par-
ticular feature of the subject. "When
pressed for 'information in regard to
the matter he replied:

' Both Chile and tne Argentine fee-
public have the warmest friendship and
admiration for the United States and
her institutions. Neither country is
anxious to sol! their ships to this Gov-
ernment, basing the indisposition, on
the belief that we have an excellent
navy of our own. They want these
vessels themselves. If the time should
come, however, when it was apparent
that the United States needs these ves-
sels, they would part with them to the
United States."

The attention of Mr. Flint was called
to the published report that the United
States would purchase the Brazilian
torpedo-boat Tuby, but he said It was
not done as far as he was awiare, as
there were no negotiations under way
to that effect.

Aside from the meeting of several
| members of the Cabinet at the White
J House, there were no incidents of im-

! portance during the day. Judge Day,
'Assistant Secretary Adee, Chief Clerk
I Michael and other officials were at the
jDepartment, but this has been quite
jcommon during the recent month. Also,
|at the War and Navy Departments a
number of the chiefs of bureaus were

;at their desks for several hours, main-
jly for the purpose of disposing of the
jbusiness which recently has accumu-
jlated so rapidly.
j The most interesting topic of the day
iwas based on the dispatches from Ha-
jVana, Indicating a prospective confer-
jence between General Pando and Gen-
i erals Garcia and others of the insur-
jgent army, for the purpose of submit-
ting to the latter a formal offer of au-
jtonomy. The basis of autonomy, as
joutlined In the dispatches, apparently

| found no credence with the officials of
[the Spanish Legation. They stated
itheir disbelief that a conference on the
'proposed lines was probable, and added
j that they had no information on the
jsubject. Minister Polo V Bernabe ex-
pressed the opinion that the report
from Havana was unfounded, as he

jsaid the basis upon which it was pro-
posed to grant autonomy was absurd.

WILL VOTE FOR WAR.

Senator Morgan Believes That
Spain is Guilty.

WASHINGTON. March 20.?"1 shall
point my finger at Spain and say: 'You
did it, no matter what the report of
the Naval Board of Inquiry may be.' "

This statement was made by Senator
Morgan, the representative of the
Democratic party on the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. "And I shall vote
for war," continued the Senator.

It can be confidently asserted that on
the publication of the board's report a
declaration for war will be offered in
the Senate, and that its mover will be
Senator Morgan.

Morgan's bold statements are justi-
fied by him on what he believes the
report will be. He says it can, from
all the testimony, show either one of
two things:

First, that the explosion was from the
outside, with guilty knowledge on the
part of the Spanish; or.

Second, that the explosion was from
the outside and that no official Span-
ish connivance can be shown.

T repeat." he continued, "that even
in the latter event I shall vote for war.
1 shall vote for it on the principle that
if a well-known burglar be seen in the
neighborhood of my house just after
it has been robbed, the law can con-
vict him. It is his reputation that
would convict him.

"The reputation of Spain, and her
capacity to commit the infamous crime
which has been committed, has been
proved by her capacity to starve and
murder hundreds of thousands of her
own citizens."

POWDER AND SHELLS.

Arriving Daily for the Forts and
Batteries in the Harbor.

PENSACOLA (Fla.), March 20 ?

Powder, shot and shell continue to ar-
rive here in large quantities for the
forts and batteries defending the har-
bor. Three of the eight big mortars
for the new battery on Santa Rosa
Island have also arrived, and they will
be mounted as quickly as possible. In
addition to the six and eight-inch ride
guns, a fifteen-inch gun is being
mounted in the fort. Captain J. W.
MeMurray, commanding the two bat-
teries of the Fourth Artillery at l'oit
Barancas, has been promoted to, be
Major of the Fifth Artillery. The

jwork of deepening and widening the
new channel on the bar is progressing
steadily, and the largest merchant

jsteamships now pass through it with-
iout difficulty, it is expected that

twenty-eight feet of water will be ob-
I tamed.

Cavalry on the Move.

BTJRUNQTOII (Vt.). March 20.?
Orders which the officers do not make
public wore received at Fort Ethan
Allen yesterday from Washing-ton and
Dfi palatums for movement were begun.
All day yesterday and to-day everyone
has been hustling, shoeing horses, se-
curing camp equipment and repairir..?
tents. The rushing of work through
Sunday indicates very urgent orders.
There are four troops of cavalry here.

Increased Censorship.
LONDON', March 21.?The increased

severity of press censorship, says the
Madrid correspondent of the ' Times,"
is due to a storm of contradictory re-
ports raised by the detention of the tor-
pedo fleet at the Canary Islands and
for the future it is intended to prohibit
all telegrams relating to the flotilla or
the general naval preparations.

Ocean Steamer Disabled.
HALIFAX (N. S). March 20.?Two

big ocean steamers, one of them dis-
abled and in tow of the other, are mak-
ing for Halifax Harbor from the east.
The disabled steamer is the Osborne
from London. She is being towed by
the tank steamer Duffield.

CAPTAIN WILEY'S
OPINION.

Thinks the Maine Explosion Was
Internal,

He Will Take the Underwriter Back to
Havana,

He Had No Opportunity to 'Ex-

amine the Wreck Below the

Water Line, However?Thinks

if the Wreck Had Occurred in

Any English Harbor No Thought

of Treachery Would Have Been

Entertained.

WASHINGTON, March 20- A spe*
cial to the "Post" from Newport News
says: The Merritt Wrecking Company,
tug Underwriter arrived in port at
midnight last night from Havana,

where she went with the derrick Chief,
which is assisting on the work on thei
Maine. Captain Wiley v ill again start
to Havana, probably to-morro.v night,
with the barge Lone Star, Which iJ
very much needed by the wreckers.
Captain Wiley believes that the Maind
was destroyed through the agency of
an internal explosion. In an inter-
view aboard the Underwriter this even-
ing. Captain Wiley said: "You ask ma
what I know about the caus- of thd
disaster. I reply that I know noth-
ing, and when you get down to actual
facts I do not believe there is anybody
who knows just how the unfortunate
affair happened.

"When Ireached Havana 1" onversel
with Captain Sharp, Merritt'* expert
iQ charge of .the wreck, but could not
learn anything about the resu't of his
personal investigation. While at Ha-
vana I heard no opinions a:; to tho
cause, and it seemed to me cs if the
affair was a nine days' wonder blown
over. The arrival of the Chief will fa-
cilitate the work of clearing away the
wreck, as she lifts forty tons. The
guns, shells, powder cases and scraps
are being placed aboard lighters. Tile
Lone Star will return with this mate-
rial to Norfolk, if she does not carry
it beyond Moro Castle and dump it into
the sea. It Is worthless.

"Without having had any opportu-
nity to examine the wreck the
water line. I would say that the Maine
was blown up by an internal explo-
sion. It is the most confused pile of
distorted metal imaginable. There is
one deck above water which is turned
completely over by the explosion. The
deck is bottom side up with the deck
frame on top. That looks to me as if
the destructive force came from with-
in. Ifa mine did the work and played
so much havoc with the upp*r
whe.-f nust the bottom be? Can she
have any? Yet they say they have
found some of the bottom intact. My
opinion is that if the affair had oc-
curred in an English harbor, say
Kingston, Jamaica, there wou'd not lie
one man in a hundred who would say
external cause after looking at that
wreck as it is to-day. I heard that the
Spanish divers found a piece of the
forward turret. I do not believe a
mine in the harbor would have broken
the turret, while an internal explosion
would. I saw a great many exploded
powder copper cases, but none intact.
Before I left it was stated that ther*
were still forty bodies in the wreck.

CHINA'S PROPOSAL.

Will Lease Talien Wan if Russia
Will Give Up Port Arthur.

PEKIN. March 20.?China, it is said,
has offered to lease to Russia Talien
Wan c.nd to allow the proposed railway
from Petura to Kwang Chun Tv,
Munkden and Port Arthur to be con-
structed, provided Port Arthur remains
in China's hands.

It was rumored yesterday that tho
Chinese Government is increasing tho
Port Arthur garrison by 300 men and hi
also sending troops to Talien-Wan and
Shan-Kwan. The interview which
was tO have been had yesterday by M.

Doboie, the French Charge d'Affaires.
with the authorities was postponed,
owing to the sacrifices in the Tempte
of the Sun. China, it is asserted, pro-
poses to yield only to the demands
relative to the province of Kwang Si.

KID McCOY.

;He Wants to Fight Chovnski After
He Meets Ruhlin.

SPRINGFIELD (Ot), March 80.?-11 l
an interview here to-day Kid McCoy

stated that he will leave early in April
for San Francisco.

"My mabh with GtM Ruhlin will
come off there." said he. ' After that

jI will go after Choynski for a match.
Yes. my wife is a New York woman. It
is none of the public's business though.

She is well connected there, and Bba
does not want it known that >,he has
married a prizefighter. That is all
there is in the secrecy about her
maiden name."

Hirsch Copplnuan Arrested.
NEW YORK. March 20.- Hirsch Cop-

ipieman, supposed to be one of the men
who robbed Max Bornstein of Cleveland
jof $15,000 in this city last November
iby selling his brass filings for gold du-»t,
jwas arrested to-day and held to await
identification by Bornstein. Solomon
Jacobs, the principal witness in the rob-
bery, is now serving an eight years' term

in the penitentiary.

! Mr*. Booth Speaks to Convicts.
TRENTON, March 20.?Mrs. Ballim?-

--! ton Booth spoke this afternoon to about
j400 State Prison convicts in the prison
I chapel. This is Mrs. Booth's fourth

visit to the prison, where she has es-
tablished a league among the prisoners.

Will Search for Andree.

HEREIN. Mar. 20.?Theodore Ledner,
| with an expedition aided from State and

private sources, will start on the
steamer Heligoland next May in searcn
of Herr Andree, the missing aeronaut,
and to prosecute scientific investiga-
tions.


