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ENERGETIC
WARLIKE
MEASURES.

Great Activity in All Offi-
cial Quarters.

Sailing of the Spanish Tor-
pedo Fleet Toward Guba

T DA

bR

Causes Much Anxiety in Department
Circles at Washington,

Captain Sampson Appointed to the Command
of the Squadron at Key West, Vice
Admirai Sicard, Granted Leave
on Account of 1il Health,

ez

|
|
[

was fully considered, and the
vas advised that naval strat-
sarded it as essential that this

is not known.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

announcement

ting the placing of our

on and fleet on a war

small craft suitable as torpedo bhoats
and dispatch boats.
There was additional satisfaction at

the Navy Department at the large

number secured in a single purchase.

The names and amounts paid for the
various yachts and tugs are not dis-
closed, as it is said this would prove
an embarrassment to the Government
in promoting speculation on other craft
for which negotiations are now pend-

ing.
THE SITUATION GRAVE.

Throughout the day the White House

—

resented an
| Senators and Representatives from

| both political parties calling to confer
with the President. Among the callers
Senators Cullom, Fairbanks, Ald-

rich, Jones of Arkansas, and Spooner,
land Representative Bailey, the Demo-
| cratic leader in the House,

ai several of his | Y
.l_' e President said to several of 'l | Messrs. Dayton of West Virginia
Visitors to-day in discussing the situ-|

ation that he would do everything con-

m

the country to avert war, and that he |

still believed war could be averted. He
also said that he believed the Govern-
ment of

pain was as anxious for peace
as we were, but at the same time he

id not hesitate to admit the gravity

of the sitvation. The President frank-
lv acknowledged that he believes the
report of the Board of Inquiry will find
that the Maine was blown up from the
‘-m[* de

THE MAINE DISASTER.

His programme has been definitely
decided. It is the purpose to treat the
blowing up of the Maine as an inci-
dent. The report of the board will be

sent to Cong

on Monday. A very

brief me relating to the events

leading up to that point, and informing
Congress that the facts contained in
the report have been cabled to Madrid
to be laid before the Spanish Govern-
ment by Minister Woodford, will ac-
company it. No demand will be made
upon Spain, but the layi ng of the facts
before the Spanish Government will be
equivalent to calling upon Spain for
an explanation and such action as she
may deem proper.

It is the purpose of the House lead-
ers to refer the report and message to
the Committee on Naval Affairs with-
out debate, and to this purpose it is
eved the Democrats of the House

have acquie

ed, reserving the right to

demand prompt action if the repost

from the committee is too long delayed.

Much will then depend upon Spain’s
response, but there are those close to
the President who believe that from
the time the report is sent to Con-
gress it will drop out as a factor in the
situation.

THE CUBAN QUESTION.

The second part of the President's
programme reaches the main question,
and Invorves intervention on humani-
tarian grounds within a week or ten
days aftér the report of the board goes
to Congress., It will be intervention to
relieve the starvation in Cuba, and up-
on Spain’s acquiescence in or objection
to this act will depend peéace or war.
A prominent member of the House said
to-day that in his opinion the next
two weeks would determine which it
vould be,

Such information as exists here leads
those close to the President to helieve
that the Spanish Government will g0
to any length it dares to preserve
peace. The Queen Regent is especiallv
anxious to prevent war, and it is be-
lieved the Ministry will go just as far
as it can without jeopardizing its own
Xistence and survival of the present
Spanish dynasty.

MOVEMENT OF WARSHIPS.

The Navy Department was advised
to-day of the sailing of the monitor
Terror from New York for Key West;
arrival of the Texas at Hampton
1ds and the

Puritan at Newport
News, and of the monitors Monadnoclk
ind Monterey at San Francisco. The
battleship Texas came up from Key
West, making an exceptionally quick
run for a vessel of her class.

The Spanish authorities here have

formed that some time ago Cap-
tain Sigsbee asked permission to use

in the destruction of the

[ wreck of the Maine. This was refused

ain-General Bianco, for the
reason, it is officially explained, that
are evil-disposed persons who
i1t that the Maine was blown un

Om external causes, the Spanish au-

thorities do not want the wreck de- |

as it affords all the evidence
obtainable as to the actual cause of the
disaster,

McKINLEY WANTS MORE TIME.

Hopes to Secure Peace in Cuba by
Diplomatic Means.
WASHINGTON, March 24.—Some of

who ited the President to- day
and yester( L.\ have gathered the im-
press from his carefully guarded

recommendation to Congress
he wants more time in w hich

1o « luct negotiations \\nh Spain with
tl hope of securing peace by diplo-
matic means. Some of them have |

: conclusion that he is hope-
‘uring Spain’

‘dence of the island, or at leas
0t a condition approaching independ-
T by other means. He suggested to
that the recognition neither of
C¢Y. nor independence would

ient t

to bring relief to the starv-

in its immediate effect.
suggested that there are
‘uities in the way of sending
to the island, one of the prin-
of which is the fact that such a
se is a practical assistance to
in 1o sustain herself in the conflict.
He urged upon them the especial im-
portance of doing all they could to
suppress r-xcitemﬁnt. and prevent ac-
tion by Ceongress in connection with
the receipt of the report of the Maine
disaster.

The visitors think the President’s es-
pecial desire at this time is to eliminate

Sps

(Continued on Sixth”Pagé.S_“

animated appearance,

istent with the honor and dignity of |

cal expre

bate on the bill should be

motion of Boutelle, O
Naval Committee, the

able reauireme nts to
gency that mi

he said, patriotic ally and
labored to meet all the
demands, and as g
pains had reported the bil]

upon a detailed
and the inerease and
provisions it carrieq.
his remarks he replied
termed an
upon himself whi
York paper Ve
\a"ith responsibility for the lack
gineer officers in the

| marks he attempted to
for closing
gested O o'clock to-night,
was a chorus of prots
moved that the committee
purposs

the debate should close.

it prevailed by a narrow
to S8,

Democrats. Speaker Reeq
marched through the tellers.

moved that general de

promise
| agreed that the
| close at 1 o'clock to-morrow. The ses- |

* Senators and members of the House |

he will not immediately |

assent to the |

and that either act would |

WAR MEASURES

DEBATED IN HOUSE.

The Naval Appropriation Biil Under &

traditions of their

Consideration.

' An Arranzement Made fo Close General

Discussion This Afternoon.

and Armnold of Pennsylvania;
Take Advanced Positions ini"

Favor of Aggressive Action to
Stop the War in Cuba.

WASHINGTON, March 24.—The na-

val appropriation bill was taken up
in the House to-day, and after con- |
siderable difliculty an arranzement was
madec to close

o'clock to-morrg
pressure for a time but the leaders

eneral debate at 1
There Wwas great

decided to limit, as far as possible,
the opportunity for inflammatory ut- |
terances. The debate to-day was not |
on sens:

ional lines, but every radi-

was cheered to the echo

by the crowded galleries. The speeches
of Messrs. Dayton of West Virginia
and Arnold of Pennsylvania, both of
whom took advanced positions in favor | S
of aggressive action to stop the war
in Cuba, aroused intense ‘enthusiasm.
Messrs. Boutelle, Ct
val Committee, and

rman of the Na-
yver (D.) of Lowis-
S0 a member of the committee,

their remarks closely to the

bill and the extraordinary emergency
whichh necessitated the large increase
it

carried. Several of the other speak-

ers discussed political questions.

HOUSE PROCEEDINGS.
WASHINGTON, March 24.—The gal-

eries of the House were crowded to-
day in anticipation of some exc iting |
Sbreches on the Spanish crisis during |
the consideration of the naval appro-
priation bill. The lea

had arranged
programme by which the general de-

: confined to
our hours, two hours on a sid
As soon as the journal was read, on

hairman of the
House went into

"-"lel-i(im' of the Whole, Sherman (R.)
of New York in the chair, for

sic

the con-

leration of the bill
I

1
telle stated that it

was exceed-

ingly important that the bhill should be
passed as speedily
the most
| strengthening the naval
€ver reported to the Hous
reasons were too ol
mentioning.,
he presided had héen
an earnest desi
the expectatio
country in providing
of the naval

as possible. It was
complete measure for
establishment
The
ious to require
The committee over w hich

impressed with
r'e 10 meet c« mpletely
s of the House and the

this great arm

defense with alj rea

meet any exi-

ht arise.
3outelle took oce asion

: to resent some
the

icisms which had he 'n made
nst the committee, The committee

earnestly
extraordinary
‘esult of infinite

With this preface, Boutelle entered

eéxplanation of the hill
extraordinary
In the course «;f
. to what he
‘eXtraordinary slander’

ch aj m.-«”“(] in a

New
sterda

charging hins

of en-
service,

At the conclusion of Boutelle’'s re

arrange a time
‘neral debate. He

sug-
but there
» Whereupon he
rise for the
> of fixing the time at which

The motion was hotly contested but

margin—93

Several Republicans voted

13

When the committee rose, Boutelle
lebate be closed at
o’'clock.

Richardson (D.) of Tennessee

mo-

tion, accepting the statement of Bou-
telle that he intended to move the
previous question on the

maotion.
The latter motion was put after some

sharp parliamentary wrangling. The
| motion for the previous question
defeated—91 to 92,

was

'1'hvv'vmwn Boutelle demanded the

ayes and nay for the purpose of put-
| ting on record the Republicans who
refused to vote to sustain his motion.

Before roll-call was concluded a com-
was reached, by which

‘neral debate should

sion of the House was then (-xrwndmlf
to 6 o'clock to-night This arrange- |
ment was ratified, and then the dr-bnt»‘
| proceeded.

Myer (D.) of Louisiana, one of the

members of the Naval Committee, then
, | took the floor. Myer, after referring
|to the extraordinary

¥ circumstances un-

j der which the naval bill came up for |
| consideration at this time. said that |
| the theater of war, if such
would not be on.the land, but on the
sea. Our army required no addition |
to place us in a position of defense. It |
is large enough for peace purposes, and
can easily and quickly be expanded in
event of war.

must come,

“But,” said he, “you cannot improvise

{a navy, even with S50,000.000 or S1040),-
000,000 placed at the diseretion of the
President. You may have an
supply of officers, vet even these
quire experience in the handling of
ships and in habits of command, Nor
can you make a sailor as quickly
you can a soldier. Still less
improvise a man-of-war's crew with
a thorough knowledge of al] digcipline
and training to make them effective in
a sea battle,
‘,rut
ithan Rome was—not even in the oid
ia‘m}'s of wooden ships could a war fleet
be improvised or built expeditiously.

ample
re-

as
can you

A battleship or armored
er is not built in a day, any more

“It is obvious that to wait for a war,

and to await naval preparations unitil

war actually arrives,
d. fllsxmntv m na\ al foreg can be speed-
idea unworthy of
md p'n.trioti(‘ men, It is the
very acme of human folly.

“So much has been said in the press
and on the stump about the ‘new navj
have grossly over-

assert that the ships we have
and our personnel
equal to the highest
predecessors. It is.

United States

j changed the history

first-class now
the Secretary teils us,
before the latter
t- en to twenty months f
» torpedo boats—an essential part of

part of 1809, say «

W)L, 000 people are
250,000 more,

York spoke briefly,
ing the enormou

establishment
that Spain was

with the |
himself |

\
moved |
to amend the motion by making the |
hour 4 o’clock
Chair declined to recognize the

to-morrow, but the|

setts and Governor

Joston men will be sent on beard
Monitors Catskili and Lehigh
Yorkers may pro-
{ceed to Philadelphia and take their two |
naval officer will be
lin <ummand ot each in

i naval militia officers and
sufficient seamen

aboard auxiliaries,

comprise the ¢
drilled militia
zations and these will be first drawn on.

in*the hope that

:apacity. True,

navy, compared |

f wooden ships that
or any other nation|

is far inferior to

the present navies of IFrance, (1«41'nmn.\"f
is a very small navy!
that of Great Britain.!
It is inferior to that of Italy, a country |
with about one-third|
and still more in-|
and the interests she
to defend.
“There are only four battleships of|
two of the second-
of them—the Maine—now |

i
|
|

Havana Harbor,

of an assassin’s

instigators, whoever |
| they may be, evidently tock no thought
the English states-
‘assassination has never
of the werld.”

we have only five battle-

five more of the
built, and these,
will not be ready

from now. ¥ven

defense-—will not

considerable time to

a private
water in the James River at 10:02 to- |
y at the immense plant of the New-
port News .\‘hiphuildin > and Dry Dock
Company. At 11:35 a second ship, the
exact counterpart of the first one, ex- |
cept in name, followed. They were

AND KENTUCKY,

Two More Fighting Machines Added

i Our Fiest,

Successfully Launched ai the Newport News

Ship Yard Yesterday,

Are Both Formidable Battleships,

Embodying in Their Design and

opment Up to Date in Ofensive
and Defensive Warfare.

NEWPORT NEWS (Vt.), March 24.—

: first great battleship launched from

! christened respectively the Kearsarge

views as to cur duty |
necessities, I welcome
modest and reasonable
battleships and six
torpedo boats and six torpedo boat de-

the bill. With
I hail the steps

{which propose to give our warships ade-
quate docking and repair f¢
and Gulf Coasts.

y million appropriation unan- |
imously voted by Congress was not only
a declaration of our purpose to stand by
in time of war; it was also
Congress that we are!
g, sadly lack ng, in preparation for :
whatever money, freely
atone for our past
ineglect and want of foresight would be
i , 1»1'nmpt!v given.”

.) of \\ u\t Virginia, a mem-
, in discussing the
of the Maine ex-
blowing up of the

1(

ilities upon

|

a mere incident

greater and more
which is tr

anspiring |
and which we, as

enlightened nation, insist
(Great applause.) Two hun-
American sailors
Havana harbor;
dead in Cuba, and

women and chil-

starved to death. We
Spain blew up the
we do know that she is re-
ible for the deadly murder in Cuba.

I hope without

* 1S necessary, let it come

Arnold (R.) of Pennsylvania discussed
' minutes Spain's responsibility
* blowing up of the Maine, When
arbitration would not
American people,
s a round of applause. Our flag,

insuited, and ou

Tate (D.) of Georgia, a member of the
Drig

(D.) .of New
‘mer ¢ontrast-

ic

extravagant expendi-
: present day with the frugal-

early days of the

Fox (D.) of Mississippi spoke of the

the country, and

l.) of New York, in comparing the
s abroad with those of this coun- |
said that had the steps now being |
en 1o increase the navy been taken
United States to-day |
: fitted to cope with the navies

rabroad on a more equal footing.
North Carolina re-
ferred to the war preparations, and said
country in Europe was
augment its military
possible conflict, and
“hawking its depreciatad
y market to secure means |
|

‘he nthm‘ speakers were Fitzgerald
Kitchen (D.) of North
Carolina and Osborne (D.) of Wyoming. !
the House udjuurm-d.
el

NAVAL MILITIA i

Those in New York and Massachu-
sctts Called Into Service.

24 —A dispatch to|
Washington says: |
first time the
: and the Governors of \ul‘“’;
achusetts and New York are requested |

e their naval militia to assums= |
charge of the monitors assigned yester- |
» the protection of the harbors of
York, in conjunction!
e land fortifications. The orders,
* Wolcott of Massachu-
Black of New York, | «
for tre msmls\xun to the commanding offi- |
ral militia, inform them
liil'l"‘t‘:d to assume

militia is called

s assigned to each

.‘.»t in the second |

onitor, and under

from each organiza-
tion to give the ships their complements.

Instructions have also been set to the |
organizations to hold them-!
readiness for transportation!
they will be sent| ¢
and. with what reg-
procured, are to!

Illinois and Ohio

Scholarships at the University.
March 24.—The holders
1s¢ =cholarships in the
of California have formed
When the State decided to
establish twenty-eight scholarships in
the seven Congressional districts, Mr.
Strauss offered to duplicate the num-
lvanced the requisite money
to carry out his intentions. The result
State and Hearst
there are now seventy-
four students, about equally divided in
regard to sex, attending the universi-
who would otherwise be unable to
go through ccllege.

EERKELEY,
of the Levi Str

scholarships,

Kentuceky;
| Herbert Winslow, U. S. N., the only sur-
viving son of the Captain who com-
manded the famous old Kearsarge in her
fight with the Alabama; members of the |
House and Senate Committee on Naval |
Affairs, and other distinguished visitors !
from Washington.

game of naval strife would be played |
on the coast line of the Tnited States. |

Into their broad huils are packed
of the engine power, the armor and the
ordnance that the highest scientific
; ability is able to concentrate in g float-
ing structure that is able to seek
of operations, a

the Kentucky, broad and historic

names that have just representatives in

splendid fighting machines put

ufh;dt to-day.

I'he ship of the nation" was launched

first, and long before the hour an-
nounced for the ceremony 18,000 people |
were pushing and jostling around the
powerful hull of No. 18, as the Kear-
sarge was known in the shipyard.

Just before the preliminary prepara-
tions were finished the christening party
arrived, and was conducted through the
vast throng to the gaily decorated stage
at the bow of the Ke
vas composed of Calvin B. Orcutt,
President of the Newport News Ship-
| building Company, Mrs. Herbert Win-

slow, sponsor for the Kearsarge, and |
her maid of honor, Miss Margaret East-
| man of

Dradley, sponsor for the Kentucky, and
* maids of honor, Mis
i wood, Lillian Stege,
i Abbie Ballard and Alice C
the Blue Grass State
Webb of Paducah, Ky., Mrs. William O. |
Bradley, Governor Tyler of Virginia and
i staff, and a number of State officials of
Lieutenant-Commander |

arsarge. The party

Washington; Miss Christine

ses Mary Gate-

Miss Anna

THE CHRISTENINGS.
saw severed the pieces that held

the Kearsarge in place, and the splendid
hull started on her journey to the water,
As it started Mrs, Winslow broke a bot- |
tle of champagne over its bow and ex-!
claimed clearly and
christen thee Kearsarge.”
glided smoothly into therivercheer after
cheer went up from the crowd, and the
shrill whistles of the steamers in the
barbor welcomed the new naval cham- | j
pion to its natural element. The cruiser
Brooklyn and monitor Puritan, lying out
in the stream, were the representatives
of the navy present.

The chris

distinctly *1
As the vessel

several bottles of Old Bourbon

whisky were hurled agaisnt her sides
Kentuckians who were opposed to]
the water christening
spring on the Jefferson Davis farm in |
Kentucky was also smashed on the ves-
sel’s sides.

Both launchings were successful in
every particular.

The invited guests and distinguished
vistors then boafded the steamer New-
port News and proceeded to Old Point,
where the shipyard officials tendered a
snificent banquet..

Water from the

Covers were laid
GO0 persons. It was entirely in-

formal. Among the toasts responded to
vere “‘Kentucky,’
, and ‘“Virginia,” by Governor Tyler.
In his speech Governor Bradley de-
clared that the people of Kentucky
“earnestiy desire that the nation shall
intervene to prevent further atrocities
upon the suffering people of Cuba; and,
if the investig
avenge the death of our sailors, not/|
only by demanding an indemnity in |

by Governor Brad-

ation should justify, to

money, but an indemnity in bloqd.”
Of the ship Kentucky he said: *“No
ship has ever been christened as it has
been. Not according to the custom |
pirate vikings, clad with the skins
wild beasts, but with sparkling
water from the spring which quenched
» thirst of him who gave freedom to |
race and saved our country from |
destruction. Purity and
have to-day been blended in the chris- |
t. nn. x of the ship which I predict wili |

patriotism

more fame, gather more laurels

accomplish more good than any |
that have ever swept the seas.”

FORMIDABLE WARSHIPS.

There are larger battleships afioat on
the ocean than the twin sisters Kear-
sarge and Kentucky: there are even
! larger armored cruisers in the British
i navy, such as the splendid Powerful
and Terrible, yet it is doubtful whether
! prudent naval commander, even |
i leaving out of his calculations that
great facter represented by the superb
: .uh\‘m" qualities of the American
sailor, weuld care to venture a hos-

meeting with one of these steel

bulldogs of the seas; for the new Am-
erican battleships embody in their de-
sign and construction the highest de- |
velopment up to this date in offe nsive

defensive warfare as the great

all

a base

Larger

deration

lis the explanation of the fact—g new

THE KEARSARGE

vard in the South Kkissed the |

ening party then proceeded |
to the bow of the Kentucky. This cere-
mony was an exact counterpart of the |
former except that Miss Christine
Bradley broke a cut glass bottle of water
i from the spring on the old Lincoln farm,
and said “I christen thee, Kentucky.”
Then, as the vesel started down the

power of boilers, e

hu

States Senator White leaves this after
noon for Washington. In an interview !
to-day he said he did not know whether
> { there would be a war with Spain or
i not, but he thought it better to be in

a supply of fuel and am- |
munition and an opportunity to hea
wounds received in  battle.
gh,rg those of deaper draft necessarily,
may not enter or attack our ports at

fighting range, and this consid
was alwavs kept in‘mind by Chief Con-
structor Hichborn when the Kearsarge
and the Kentucky were planned. That

one in naval design—that these ships,
with a displacement of 11,523 tons,

draw only twenty-eight feet six inches
of water, less than the armored cruisers

New York and Brooklyn, which would
not combined be equal in combat to
one of the battleships. Light draft on

heavy displacement is only one of the |
many valuable qualities of the battle-

ships, though by no means the least.
THEIR ARMAMENT.

Save the Indiana class, they carry

the heaviest batteries in accord with

modern naval practice, and with pri-

mary batteries fully equal to that class

they mount secondary guns in such
fashion as to make the combination al-
most unequaled in naval architecture.
The big rifles, four in number, are

{ mounted in two turrets, one sweeping
the entire sea from directly ahead, fuliy
{ half way astern, the other with equal

THURSTON'S
~PLEA FOR
THE CUBANS.

Speaks by Command of
Silent Lips

range, placed so as to command the |

sea from either bow straight astern.
These are of thirteen inch caliber, yet
the British navy now confines its guns
to twelve-inch. 1In inches the differ-
ence seems small, yet the American

{ gun has about 25 per cent. more power.

Construction the Highest Devel- |

At this point in the armament of the

ships the American designers have em-

barked in a bold and enterprising ex-

| periment, the result of which will be
{ awaited with interest by the whole |
maritime world. Instead of descending

at one move from the heavy primary
battery to the small caliber rapid-fire

guns, as is done in the case of cruisers,

For the Thousands of Fam-
ishing Reconcentrados.

Vivid Picture of the Horrors Being
Enacted in the Island.

it has become the custom of naval ar- |

chitects to interpose a battery of me- |
| dium caliber guns, six or eight-inch |
guns for instance, and these are placed |

in smaller independent turrets about
the ship. It occurred to the American

designers that if they could dispvns»-]
with the weighty and space-consuming !

machinery attached to these turrets,

such as the turning engines and ma-
chinery, independent ammunition hoist

shields and the like, much more en-

gine power could be placed in the hull
of the ship and much more armor could

be

rried. They solved the problem
by rigidly attaching the4smaller tur-

rets, each containing two eight-inch |

rifles, to the top of the big thirteen-
inch turrets. The plan had another

advantage than weight-saving. Theo- |

retically, it tended to a terrible con-

centration of the fire of the ship. Proh-
ably the craft does not float that would
survive the awful impact from the four
guns of one of these combined turrets
upon one ‘small section of its hull, and |
because they are trained in unison their |
| projectiles must strike close together.

| SPLENDID AR) ! PROTECTION
vlie Bronston, | b ARRGS PROTECTION.

tleman, all!

With this saving in weight the de-

slgners were able to give splendid ar- |
| mor orotection to the ships. All of this
{ armor is of Harveyized nickel-steel,
{ of American invention, and the best
in the world up to date, as is show n by |
| the many European efforts to equal it

by other processes of manufacture,

Moreover, it is skillfully disposed, so as
i to make every ounce of steel count for

the protection of the crew. The big |
turrets are seventeen inches thick in

{ front, diminishing in thickness to fif-
| teen inches in the rear, where they are
{less liable to be struck because.in ac-

tion the guns are supposed always to
bg turned towards the enemy. The
smaller turrets above, for a like rea-
son, vary in thickness from eleven to
nine inches.

To make sure no stray shot strikes

the ammunition hoists leading from the |

magazines to the turrets, the former

are inclosed in tubes of hardened steel |

fifteen inches in thickness. Mounted
in this fashion the guns are almost
invulnerable, from the eight-inch rifles
mounted high in the air with good
range and capable of piercing the walls

of most armored ships at fighting quar-

ters, to the big thirteen-inch guns that
can project their armor-piercing shot

a dozen miles across the sea.

AUXILIARY BATTERY.
The combination battery is supple-

{ mented by a numerous auxiliary bat-
tery of smaller guns perched on every
| convenient point of the superstructure.
All are rapid-fire or machine guns, for
the Navy Department has profited by
the lessons taught in the Chino-Japa-
nese war of the terrible power of guns
of this type. About four motions suf-

fice to load, discharge and reload one

of these guns, and in rapidity of fire
they are equal to three of the ordinary

navy breech-loading guns. The larg-

est are five-inch caliber, fourteen in
all, :]:~~lrvrul behind six-inch steel
{ walls to wminimize the effects of an ex-
pledipe; she

[I in any compartment. Then
there are six-pounders, one-pounders

and Catlings, mainly for the warm re-
ception of hostile torpedo boats or to
clear a deck or an open porthole or
carthwork. :

To facilitate this some of the ma-

chine guns are placed high in the mili-

tary tops, where they can rain bullets

down below. To protect the hull, which
carries all of this offensive power, six-

teen and one-half inches of armor is

piaced along the sides, dipping four feet

below the water line, and numerous

heavy bulkheads are disposed to pre-

vent any shot that may enter from

| traversing. ‘The engines, the vitals of
the ship, are covered by an arched steel
deck two and lhrvv-qusu(rr incnes
thick, placed on an angle calculated to
deflect and throw upward any project-

ile.
PROPELLING POWER.

Under that deck lies 10,000 horse

gines and ether ma-

hinery capable of pushing the vast

11 through the water at the rate of

at least sixteen knots, a good gpeed for

i train on land, and besides
are no less than eighty smaller
es to hoist anchors, pull up boats,

3 and otherwise help the
turrets swing noiseles
1y and quickly by electricity, the larg-
est applicaticn yet made of electri
power in this way, and everywhere in

the ship, from winches and ventilators
to lighting and telephony, the electric

fluid plays a useful part.
The Kearsarge :u'(l the Kentucky are

{ 308 feet in length, T2 feet 5 inches beam |
tand 23 feet € inches draft. They carry |
normally 410 tons of coal, but may take
| aboard 1,210 tons, and 511 officers, sail-
ors and marines are required to na\'i-
| gate each nt' !'nem

Left for Walhington.
LOS ANGELES, March 24 —United

| Washington. He has been here for
some time on private business.
e ——
Rates for Convention Delegates.
SAN FRANCISCO, March 24. — The

‘~«)uthvm Pacific Company nffer~: a spe-
cial one-third rate return ticket from
all points on its lines to delegates to the
State conventions of fruit-growers to
be held in Los Angeles on April 11th,
and Riverside on April 14th.

Declares That the United States is the
Only Power Which Can Intervene,
| and That the Time Has

|

s Come For Action,

1

|

; E—
WASHINGTON, March 24.—A scena

i

dramatic in the intensity of its inter-
est was presented in the Senate to-day
during the delivery by Thurston of
Nebraska of a speech on the Cuban
situation. Not since the inauguration
of President McKinley have so many
people been on the Senate Side of the
Capitol as were there to-day. The gal-
leries were packed with people, many
of whom had arrived at the Capitol
{as early as 9:30, in order to obtain
| seats. KEven the diplomatic gallery,
{ which is rarely occupied, was filled,
among those in it being Senor Men-
{ donca, the Brazilian Minister, and
party; Ex-Secretary of State John W.
Foster and Mrs. Foster, and many
ladies and gentlemen from the various
foreign legations.

Within a few minutes after the Sen-

ate convened every Senator who could
be present was in his seat, and by the
time Thurston began his speech
dozens of members of the House were

either standing or occupying chairs in
the arena without the semi-circle of
seats.

A jartsaf roses had been placed on
Thurston’s desk, but he spoke from
| that of Hawley, in the central part of
the chamber. His first sentence, “I
am here by command of silent lips"—
a delicate and touching reference to
the loss of his wife on his memorable
inlp to Cuba—commanded instant at-
tention. A hush fell over the great
audience, which hung with almost
breathless attention and interest upon
every word.

Some surprise has been expressed
that Senator Thurston should appear
in public prominently so soon after the
death of Mrs. Thurston, but the first
sentence of his speech furnished a keys
to his action. It is true that Thurston’s
speech to-day, viewed from one stand-
point, was an unusual proceeding, but
{ it was justified by the conditions at-
tending it.

Mrs. ’Ihuutnn S d)mf' request to her

SENATOR JOHN M. THURSTON.

husband was that he should lose no
time on account of her death to do his

}
|

{ utmost to save and free Cuba and its
|

|
f
{

people. 1In accordance with this re-
quest, therefore, Senator Thurston
sacrificed his personal feeling, and de-
i livered his speech—a speech that was
ia tribute to the memory of his wife.
| Without knowing the motive which
animated Thurston and inspired him
to his best efforts, his auditors in-

stinctively realized and sympathized
with his emotion. The speech was
very generally regarded as a masterly
cne, and even those who could not
agree with his conclusions conceded the
power of his oration. As he neared
the end of the speech his voice, which
| had been clear and ringing, noticeably
| broke. He was almost overcome with
emotion, but rallied with an effort and
closed in a manner that thrilled his
!audionce

| Staid and dignified Senators turned
away and wept, and in the galleries
tears welled to hundreds of eyes. It
was a remarkable scene, and the still-
ness until the last word had been pro-
nounced was as of death itself.

As Thurston sank into his seat and
buried his face in his hands, the gal-
| leries were swept by such a tumuilt
of applause as has not in a long time
been heard in the Senate chamber.

As a brother might have done, Allen,
Thurston’s colleague from Nebraska,

|
|
|z

(Cont.mxed on Seventh Paxo.)




