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AWAITING
AN ANSWER

FROM SPAIN.

The Vita! Point in Cuban
Question

Has Been Shifted From Wash-
ington to Madrid.

As to Nature of Reply Depends
Future Course of this

Government,

Believed That It is Now Rut a Question of
an Exceedingly Short Time Before

the inevitable Crisis
Must Come.

WASHINGTON. March .TO? The vi- j
tal p. int in the Cuban situation, viz..

Independence, has shifted itself from .
Washington to Madrid, where the I
Spanish Government is now giving

grave and earnest consideration to

propositions presented by the Govern- ?
ment of the United States. On tho j

*y,ooa iinmiisiiion'; deoends Ianswer to utese propositions j, "uo

tween Spain and the United States. It j
is believed that it is now but a ques- !
tt f n exceedineVv <=hort time be-'lion 01 a 5 c <- si
fI
,
TP the inevitable crisis must come, i

The Spanish Ministry will hold a Cab- J
met Council to-morrow after the prop- !
ositions have been submitted to the ',
Queen Regent, and as a result of that

conference it is expected by the Admin- j
i<--tration that a definite answer tJ its
proposals will be received.

The propositions submitted by this j
country contemplate a complete and \
immediate cessation of hostilities in j
Cuba the return of the reconeentrados
to their usual avocations, and the in- j
dependence of Cuba, this last feature

to be secured probably on an indemnityI
oasis by which the island WOUftt pay]
a substantial sum for its freedom fiom j
Spanish rule. These propositions take j
a wide scope, and there are many de-j
tails in the alternative propositions, the j
purpose being to present every possi- j
Cuban problem so long as an end of j
the Cuban war and Cuban indepr:nd- !
ence were embodied in the ultimate re-
suit

It has been made perfectly clear to j
Spain that nothing less than a close

i( the war and the independene? of j
the island will suffice as an adequate j
settlement. Such lesser methods as

have been contemplated from time to

advanced and positive positions. It is |
now for Spain to accept or reject these

tenders. There is no disposition to urge \
one rather than another, so long as the j

termination of the war for Cuban in- |
dependence. Never before now has the*

Spanish Government even for a mo-
ment entertained such propositions. ]

lively hope of satisfactory' result. Rut

It involves a grave ciisis In Spain, and

it cannot be foretold what the rinal

ICtIOU at Madrid will he.

SPAIN IN A YIELDING MOOD.
Until to-day it was believed that

OSitlon involving the independence of 'Cuba or American intervention, or the ,
disappearance of tho Spanish flag from
the island, either through purchase by

the Cubans or otherwise. There w as

the i«est of reason for the official be-
lief that as between peace and war on j
these propositions Spain would choose

war, but more hope apparently Is en- j
tertained here of Spain being in a j

yielding mood, as the American plans

for solution are being carefully weigh- 'ed with a view to a general decision.
As stated, that answer is stated to

be believed to be only a question of
perhaps two or three days. When it is

received the future course of this Gov-

ernment will be determined. It is th"
View of the Administration that the
present week will shape the policy of
the future, whether it is be one >f
peace or one of war.

Naturally this critical juncture has
occasioned the greatest interest here.

word was passed about that the last
Stage in the negotiations with Spain
Was reached. Many representative men
of Congress, Senators and Representa- !
tives. called at the White House and
conferred with the President. To the

leaders in Congress he stated that \
definite results were expected from
Madrid by Friday. This served to allay

the intense feeling which had been
manifested in Congress, and through
the influence of the leaders further
radical action by the Senate and House
was for the time being deferred.

EXCITEMENT UNABATED.
At the Capitol excitement was una-

bated. The meeting of the Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations occasion-
ed a great deal of interest because of
the many warlike resolutions which
were introduced yesterday an.d re-
ferred to that committee.

On the House side there was an in-
tensity of feeling. After the vote on
the Bailey resolution many Republi-
cans went to the White House to con-
fer with the President, and to express
to him their hope that something might
be promised which would relieve the
strained situation. The assurance of
the President was given to these mem-

bers that by Friday night at the lat-
est something definite could be ex-
pected.

The Senate committee had an after-
noon session, at which Captain Brad-
ford, the Chief of the Bureau of Equip-

ment of the Navy, presented his know l-
edge of the relative strength of the
Spanish and United States navies. This
prow 1 only incidental to the main sub-
ject under discussion, which was the
value of the Island of St. Thomas or
some other point in the West Indies for
a naval station.

Th-- situation at the Capitol is one
of waiting expectancy. Senators and
Representatives are willingto give the
President an opportunity to carry out
his plans, hut there is impatience to
have these plans made known and
many say they will not delay action
too long.

TALK OF MEDIATION.
It was stated to-day in a high diplo-

matic quarter that the Spanish Govern-
ment within the last ten days had ad-
dress 1 a note to the great powers of
Europe, fully setting forth the grave

aspect of the controversy with the
United I'tates, and at least inferenti-
aily suggesting that the time was now
opportune for European influences to
be exerted. It is said that this note
led to the utterance of Premier Hano-
taux in the French Chamber last Sat-
urday, and has been the cause of ac-
tivity at European capitals within the
last few days in connection with Span-
ish-American affairs.

Dp to the present time, however, no
actual step toward mediation or inter-
vention has been taken by any foreign
power, although there is little doubt
that France stands ready to take the
initiative if there is the slightest evi-
dence that the United States Govern-
ment will view such a move with fa-
vor. The French Embassador at Wash-
ington, M. Cambon, has received no
definite instructions directing *him to
tender the good offices of France. At
the same time, the Embassador, taking
the cue from the remarks of Premier
Kanotaux, has called on Judge Day.
and has said that if this Government
at any time feels that the French Gov-
ernment can aid in averting the pres-
ent crisis and maintaining peace, he has
no doubt that will readily un-
dertake to exert such good offices as
will be acceptable to both powers.

This, as stated, is not a formal tender
by the French Government, for as yet

the French Embassador has received no
positive instructions, but it clearly in-
dicates the tendency and wiiingness of
France to act as mediator in the pres-
ent emergency at any moment. It is
probable that the suggestions have not
taken a more formal form, owing to
the delicate character of such over-
tun s. A tender of good offices is one
of the last resorts of diplomacy, when
all other means of averting war seem
to be at an end. There is additional
difficulty from the fact that when two
nations are involved in a crisis, any

external influence may be resented as
an intrusion. There is reason to be-
lieve that the French authorities are
fully conscious of these delicate and
difficult phases, and that no step will
be made unless it is clearly apparent

in advance that the United States de-
sires the friendly offices of other na-

The Spanish Government has earn-
estly hoped within the last week that
se me of the European Powers, and more
likely Austria or France, would take the
initiative without Avaiting to consult
the desires of this Government. This
fa Be baa proved vain, however, and it is
said to-day on high authority that re-
cent negotiations in Europe have dis-
closed positively that while the sym-
pathy of some of the continental Powers
was toward Spain, no one of them stood
ready to espouse her cause by media-
tion or by arms. Most has been ex-
pected of Austria, owing to the dynas-

tic relations between Austria and Spain.

' p to the present time, however, Aus-
tria has not felt ready to take the initia-
tive. The reports from Vienna last
night that the Austrian Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Count Golouchowski, had
Instructed the Austrian representative
at Washington to co-operate in th? steps

to be taken hy France are not borne out
by any actual developments which have
thus far occured here. The Austrian
Minister has not been at the State De-
partment the present week, nor have
any suggestions in this line been re-
ceived by the State Department from
him. It is a passing coincidence that
the French Embassador, the Austrian
Minister and the Spanish Minister are
mere closely associated together than
any other diplomats in the corps.

SECRECY PREVAILS AT WAR AND
NAVY DEPARTMENTS.

The greatest secrecy prevails in many

;of the bureaus of the War and Navy
Departments in regard to the various

;projects of defense and naval move-
ments now going on. and the officials in

; many cases positively refuse to make
:public steps that have been determined
upon. The most notable instance of the

[kind, probably, is in the Navy Depart-

Iment where Captain Crowninshield of
jthe Bureau of Navigation has issued an

jorder forbidding subordinates to make
ipublic any information except on per-

jmission from himself. The order is as
;follows:

"Officers, clerks and all employes of

the bureau are forbidden to make pub-
lic- any information concerning the
movement of ships, orders to officers or
other officialbusiness of the bureau, ex-
cept that they have personal and ex-
plic it information from me."

SPANISH VESSELS COMING.

A Formidable Fleet Headed for
Cuban Waters.

WASHINGTON, March 30. ? There
was the usual number of callers at
the State, War and Navy Departments
to-day to interview the officials regard-
ing developments in the Cuban situa-
tion, and for the transaction of numer-
ous items of business which have been
brought to the fore, as a result of the
preparations for war that are rapidly
going on.

A matter that caused a good deal of
excitement around the corridors and
among the officials was the information
of the departure westward of a formid-
able Spanish fleet of three vessels. Nat-
urally there was a disposition to criti-
cise the action of Spain in this par-
ticular, in view of the many oeace
protestations that have been made by
that country, and such action was re-
garded as anything but a friendly
movement.

The information of the sailing of the
Spanish Beet was contained in a dis-
patch to the State Department from
United States Minister Woodford", at
Madrid. The ships sailed from Car-
thegena, a Spanish naval station on
the Mediterranean, and according to
the Minister s dispatch they were head-
ed -westward.'' This, it is said, is
undoubtedly the most formidable ar-
ray of vessels that has departed from
Spain in this direction during the pres-
ent crisis and the prosumption gener-
ally held by the Navy Department of-
eials is that they are headed ultimately
for Havana, and will be first heard
of at the Canaries. The fleet is com-
posed of two armored cruisers of the
second class under the convoy of a
formidable torpedo boat destroyer.

The names of the cruisers are In-
fanta Maria Teresa, a sister ship to
the Viscaya, which visited New York
preliminary to her trip to Havana,
where she now is, and the Cristobal
Colon. The former is built of steel, is
364 feet over all, 05 beam, and has a
displacement of 6,890 tons, with a
mean draft of 21.6. Her speed is put
down as slightly over twenty knots an
hour. The Cristobal Colon is 328 feet
long and 59.8 beam. She is of fj,S4O
tons' displacement, and has a speed of
twenty knots. Both cruisers are heavi-
ly armored. The torpedo boat destroyer
Destructor is a formidable specimen
of about 400 tons' displacement, and
capable of excellent service.

COALING STATION IN WEST
INDIES.

As stated in these dispatches, the
Navy Department has had in view the
acquisition of a coaling station in the
West Indies. The Government is now
without any coaling station in any
foreign country of any importance, a
matter of considerable regret among
naval officers. Ever since the trouble
with Spain has been threatened. Cap-
tain Bradford. Chief of the Bureau of
Equipment, has been looking over the
field very caretully and has indicated
to Sec: tar., .Long several desirable
places in the West Indies, where excel-
lent harbors exist which, in his judg-
ment, might be acquired by the Gov-
ernment. One of these locations was
the Island of St. Thomas, a Danish
possession, where it is said the facili-
ties for the establishment of a coaling
station are admirable.

Secretary Long has recognized the
force of Captain Bradford's arguments

and representations, and has laid the
matter before the State Department of-
ficials, with a view to the acquisition
of St. Thomas. It is said at the Navy
Department that no purchase of the
island has yet been consummated, but
that negotiations are under way. The
Associated Press announced last week
that the Island of Navassa would not
he selected, but that the tendencies
were toward the Danish island, which
could be purchased for a considerable
sum.

GENERAL SCHOFIELD.
One of the most prominent visitors

at Secretary Alger's office was Gen-
eral John M. Seofield. who formerly
commanded the army, and who is now
on his way to (New York. General
Schofield is President of the National
Volunteer Reseive Association of the
United States, which, is seeking to en-
roll in its ranks from 1,000,000 to .">.-
--000,000 men who will respond to any
call that will he made upon them by
th" Government in case of war. Other
persons who saw the Secretary were
Senators Mason. Proctor and Hawley
and General Siehler.
COMMANDERS FOR AUXILIARY

T< >RPEDO BOATS.
In execution of his policy of prepar-

ing the navy for a possible hostile con-
tingency. Secretary Long to-day de-
tailed officers to command all the aux-
iliary torpedo boats recently added to
the navy service. These details are as
follows: Lieutenant James Hellman.
to command the Hornet: Lieutenant
W. 11. Boutherland, to command the
Ragle: Lieutenant John Hood, late of
the Maine, to command the Hawk;
Lieutenant Roger Wells, Jr.. to com-
mand the Tecumseh; Lieutenant F. R.
Brainard, to command the Uncas;
Lieutenant Parcell, to command the
Osceola; Ensign W. R. Gerhardi, to
command the Sioux: Ensign W. S.
Crossley, to command the Algonquin.

All of these officers have been in-
structed to report for duty without de-
lay. The vessels under their command
will form a part of the Mosquito fleet,
the main purpose of which is to act
as a second line of defense to the prin-
cipal harbors on the Atlantic and Gulf
coasts. The whole floot will he under
command of Commander Horace El-
mer, who is now in New York arrang-
ing for its organization and distribu-
tion into squads at sea-board cities.

WOODFORD HEARD FROM.

Spanish Cabinet Expected to Reach
a Conclusion To-day.

WASHINGTON, March 30. ? Thr-
President received this morning a cab-
legram from Minister Woodford, at
Madrid, in which he confirms the pub-
lished report that he had an extended
conference with Premier Sagasta yes-
teiday. No definite conclusion was
reach, d, as the Minister desired to place
the matter under consideration before
the Queen Regent and the other mem-
bers ot the Ministry. The conference
was adjourned until to-morrow (Thurs-
day).

Although Mr. Woodford does not give
any details of what transpired at the
meeting, yet his message is very hope-

ASTORMBREAKS
FORTH.

Ail Uproarious Scene Oc-
curs in l!ie to.

Bailey Attempts to Force the
Hand of Ropubiioans

On a Proposition to Pass a Resolu-
tion for Cuban Independence.

Members of the Majority Refuse to Support
the Democratic Leader, Sus-

taining Speaker Reed's
Ruling.

WASHINGTON, March 30.?A wild
and uproarious scene occurred in the
House to-day when Bailey, the Demo-
cratic leader, attempted to force the
hand of the Republicans upon a propo-

sition to overrule the Speaker and
pass a resolution recognizing the'inde-
pendence of the Cub??n Republic. He
was cheered on by the crowded gal-
leries, but the members of the ma-
jority refused to support him. Many

of them sympathized with the purpose
of the resolution, Hull, Chairman of
the Military Committee, going so far
as to indorse the proposition, under
the impression that it provided for a
declaration of war, but most of the
radicals who yesterday were in favor
of any sort of revolutionary method
had been won over to the policy of
sticking to the party organization, and
refusing to do anything until the in-
itiative came from their side. They

were rallied by two of the leading ad-
vocates of armed intervention, and tho
Speaker himself from the chair made
an indirect appeal to his party asso-
ciates to stand dim, at the same time
intimating that if their impatience was
curbed a little longer they would have
the opportunity coveted.

When the vote was taken only two
Republicans, Acheson and Robbins of
Pennsylvania, broke from the party

lines. About a dozen more sat in their
seats and refused to vote. The scene
throughout was most dramatic, ami
the members and spectatois in the gal-
leries were Wrought up to a high pitch

of excitement.
Several times, later in the day, during

the consideration of the naval bill,

whenever the Cuban question was
bioached. the members swarmed
around the Speaker, and the galleries
cheered. This was especially the case
when Cummings of New York spoke.

Boutelle, who objected to a request

for extension of his time, was hissed.
The only important action on the naval
hill to-day was the refusal of the Chair
to sustain a point of order against the
provision for a lloating steel dock at
Algiers, La.

THE STORM BREAKS FORTH.

The storm broke immediately after
the reading of the journal, when
Bailey, the Democratic leader, demand-
ed reeogniton as a matter of privilege

and offered a resolution.
A profound sensation followed. Mem-

bers rose en masse all over the House.
No one knew what the resolution con-
tained, but all knew that it_ related to
the all-absorbing topic of Cuba.

Evans (R.) of Kentucky interposed to
declare that a pension bill coming over

from last night was in order, and amid
intense excitement the Speaker, with
white, stern face, held that the regular
order was the consideration of the pen-

sion bill, which he directed the clerk to

read.
While it was being read Bailey re-

quested that the resolution he sent
back to him. As soon as the pension

bill was passed he was again on his
feet demanding recognition, but Bou-
telle, Chairman of the Naval Affairs
Committee, was also calling for recog-
nition, and the Speaker recognized him,
pausing amid the clamor and confu-
sion to inform Bailey calmly that his
rights would be respected.

Boutelle then moved that the House
go into Committee of the Whole and
lesume consideration of the naval ap-

propriation bill.
"Pending that motion," announced

the Speaker, "the gentleman from
Texas states that he desires to present

a privileged question. The gentleman

will state it."

BAILEY'S RESOLUTION.
Bailey then offered the resolution for

the recognition of the independence of
Cuba, as follows:

Resolved, by the .Senate and House of
Representatives, that the heroic strug-

gle of the Cuban people against the force
oi arms and the horrors of famine has
shown them worthy to be free; and

Second, the United States hereby re-
cognizes the Republic of Cuba as an
independent State.

The reading was listened to anjid sil-
ence profoundly impressive, and at its

conclusion cheer after cheer was given
from the galleries and the floor. The
Republican side was ominously silent.

The Speaker rapped vigorously for
order, and warned the galleries that no

demonstrations would be allowed.

POINT OF ORDER.
Boutelle immediately made the point

of order that the resolution was not
liivileged, and upon that Bailey de-
manded to he heard. He called atten-
tion to the fact that in the Fifty-third

Congress, when Mr. Crisp was Speaker,

Boutelle, who now made the point of
order that this resolution was not priv-

ileged, presented a resolution of a simi-
lar character relating to Hawaii, which
the Speaker held was privileged, but
must go to a committee. Against that
latter ruling an appeal was taken, and

the whole Republican side had voted
against tabling the appeal. When he
said that at the head of a list of distin-
guished Republicans v. ho voted on that

occasion was the honorable Speaker ot
this House, the Democrats went into
rapturous applause.

Meantime the confusion, was great.

The Republican leaders were evidently

rallying their forces.
Hull, Chairman of the Committee on

Military Affairs, who was one of the
prime movers in the movement for a

prompt and vigorous action on the Re-

publican side, came forward with a

strong appeal to Republicans not to be
carried off their feet.

"I state now," said Hull, "that I will
go as far as any man on this floor for
the purpose of preserving the rights of
the struggling patriots in their heroic
efforts on that island (applause on the
Republican side), and I am in favor of
the United States controlling the des-
tinies of this continent and saying to
Spain that she must get out of the
Western Hemisphere."

THE SPEAKER'S RULING.
Amid profound silence the Speaker

then made his ruling. He spoke in de-
liberate, distinct and emphatic tones,

and decided that the resolution was not
privileged. In the course of his decision
he said:

"The gentleman from Maine (Boutelle)
some time ago presented to Speaker
Crisp a resolution which had in it
certain elements charging the
Executive was interfering with
some, of the rights ayd privileges
of the legislative body. The Speaker
ruled that it was a questicn of privilege
and you will perceive that it is entirely
different from the present proposition
has no aspect li&e at all; not the faint-
est resemblance to it, but the Speaker
ruled\hat that was a privileged ques-

tion. He also ruled that being a priv-

ileged question, it should go to a com-

mittee.

' Weil, now, against that doctrine, the
Chair has always been opposed, and
the questions, as members wiil see by
turning to the record, that were put to

the House were on that part of the
Speaker's decision as to whether it
should go to a committee or not, and if
it appears as the gentleman from Texas
says, I voted on that subject, I voted
according to my rights, and voted
against it. But he has omitted to state

to you that this other question, the
same question almost, was put before
Speaker Crisp, and by him promptly de-
cided to be out of order at an earlier day
on the .*?Oth of July. 1894.

"The gentleman from Maine (Bou-

telle) demanded its immediate consid-
eration as presenting a privileged ques-
tion, and the gentleman from Missouri,

an obi and experienced member (Dock-

ery). made the point of order that the
resolution was not privileged. (Laugh-

ter an.'l applause on the Republican
side.) Wed. now as a matter of course,
the Speaker sustained the point?and
that is precisely this question."

Bailey?May I inquire of the Chair if
there was any appeal taken on the de-
cision of the Chair?

The Speaker ?There was no appeal.
It was too clear for an appeal even.
(Laughter and applause from the Re-
publican side.)

BAILEY APPEALS.
Bailey immediately appealed from

the decision of the Chair.
In putting the question on the appeal,

Speaker Reed made the following sig-
nificant and impressive statement:

"As far as any question arising out
of this matter is concerned, the Chair
has not the slightest doubt that the
wisdom of the House, which has al-
ways been able to arrive at important
questions in a suitable way, will get

at them now and at a speedy time for
the occasion." (Applause on Republi-
can side.)

Bailey?ln reply to that suggestion,

which was not a part of the decision,
of course, I understand it was made to
hold our friends on the other side, and
I venture to say

THE APPEAL TABLED.
At this point Boutelle moved that the

appeal be laid upon the table.
The division was eagerly awaited.

The Republicans arose en masse when
the Speaker called for the ayes. The
Democrats, who anxiously surveyed
the solid phalanx for a sign of a
break, were disappointed. A solid mi-
nority \oted against the Republicans.
The division resulted in 180 ayes to 130
nays.

As soon as the result was announced
the ayes and nays were demanded, and
the roll was called, resulting: Ayes
1Stnays 189.

On the roll call two Republicans,
Atcheson and Robbins sf Pennsylva-
nia, voted with the Democrats.

The Republicans enthusiastically ap-
proved their victory with a round of
applause.

A parliamentary wrangle followed
over an attempt of Bailey to appeal
from what he contended was a ruling

of the Chair.
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL.
The House then went into commit-

tee of the whole and resumed consid-
eration of the naval appropriation bill.

Cannon (it.) of Illinois. Chairman of
the Appropriations Committee, made a
point of ruder against the paragrapn
authorizing the construction of a float-
ing steel dry dock at Algiers, La.

The Chair overruled the point or or-
der.

REPUBLICANS TEMPORIZING.
From time to time during the after-

noon the Cuban question was brought
forward and aroused feeling.

Wheeler (D.) of Alabama said this
morning that the country had been stir-
red up by the announcement that the »?-v-
--publicans had at last revolted, and ac-
tion was to be taken. To-morrow the
American people would be humiliated
when they found the Republicans ot
the House had joined the temporizing
policy, which was betraying the Ameri-

can Government and the American
name.

Cummings (D.) of New York asked:
"How much time, considering the pros-
pective alliance of the Governments of
Spain and the United States, will it re-
quire the allies to put down the patriots

in Cuba?" (Applause.)
"I have bowed my head in humilia-

tion," replied Wheeler, "at the conduct
of this affair so far, but I cannot be-
lieve that this Administration wiil ex-
tend a friendly hand to the murderers
of the sailors of the Maine and the pat-

riots of Cuba." (Renewed applause in

the galleries.)

Without reaching the provisions relat-
ing to the increase in the navy the com-
mittee rose, and at 5:05 o'clock the
House adjourned.

IN THE SENATE.

But Little Reference Made to the
Cuban Question.

WASHINGTON. March :»o.?Permis-
sion was granted by the Senate to-day
for the Foreign Relations Committee
to sit during the sessions of the Sen-
ate. Following this action, the resolu-
tion providing for the recognition of
the independence of Cuba, introduced
yesterday by Allen of Nebraska, was
at the request of Frye of Maine, re-
ferred to the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee without debate. Beyond these
two points no reference was mad ;- by

the Senate to the Cuban question.
Caffery of Louisiana concluded his
speech on the national quarantine bid,

after which the mea.sure making fur-
ther provision for a civil government
of Alaska was passed.

Again to-day the galleries of the Sen-
ate were crowded to the doors, and the
corridors were packed with disappoint-
ed hundreds who vainly sought seats
from which they might listen to the
proceedings.

Rev. John K. McLean of the Pacific
Theological Seminary of Oakland, Cal.,
offered the invocation.

DavtS, Chairman of the Committer*
on Foreign Relations, asked that the
committee be permitted to sit during
the sessions of the Senate from day
to day, and the request was granted

Frye of Maine reported from the
Commitee on Foreign Relations the
Senate resolution:

"That the President he requested, if
not incompatible with the public inter-
est, to transmit to the Senate all of the
consular correspondence relating to the
conduct of war in the Island of Cuba,
the condition of the people and other
matters relating thereto."

Frye asked that the resolution lie on
the table until to-morrow, when he
would ask for its consideration.

Hawley of Connecticut of the Mili-
tary Affairs Committee reported a joint
resolution providing that in any case
of emergency in which the immediate
erection of any fort or fortification is,
in the opinion of the Secretary of War,
deemed necessary and urgent, where
the Legislature of the State is not in
session, so much of the existing law as
prohibits the erection of such fortifica-
tion until the consent of the United
States has been obtained, shall be sus-
pended, and to authorize the construc-
tion of such temporary fort on the
written consent of the owner of the
land.

flavley asked for'immediate consid-
eration of the resolution, but Pascoe of
Florida, desiring to examine it, olrject-
ed, and it went over.

Frye of Maine inquired of Allen of
Nebraska if he had any objection to
the reference of his resolution offered
yesterday to the Foreign Relations
Committee, that committee now having
under consideration resolutions of that
character.

Allen consented to the reference of
the resolution, saying he was satisfied
that the committee would promptly

take action' upon the subject matter.
A hill authorizing cities and towns

in the Indian Territory to secure, by
condemnation or otherwise, lands
necessary to public improvements, was
passed.

Allison of lowa reported the sundry

civil bill, and announced that he would
call it up for consideration to-mor-
row.

Consideration was then resumed of
the measure making further provision

Cor a civil government of Alaska, the
pending question being upon a Substi-
tute offered hy Hansbrough of North
Dakota for a part of an amendment
offered by Perkins of California.

At this point the floor was yielded to
Wolcott of Colorado, Chairman of the
Committee on Postoffiees and Post
Roads, as he desired to make a state-
ment. He made a remarkably caustic
arraignment of the Secretary of the
Treasury, on account of the Secretary's
flippant treatment of a request made by
Wolcott's committee. Wolcott said that
on March 10th the Committee on Post-
ofßceS and Post Roads had asked th?
Secretary of the Treasury for his opin-
ion on a postal savings bank system.
A similar communication had been sent
to the Postmaster General, and a cour-
teous and extended reply in due time
had been received. The views of th?
Secretary of the Treasury upon the
question were particularly desired by
the committee, as it was expected that
some opinions of value would be pre-
sented.

After waiting for an unusual time,
the committee, Wolcott said, had re-
ceived the Secretary's reply. "I have
to report to the Senate," said he, "that
the reply was of such a nature that I
have been unanimously instructed by
the committee to respectfully return it.
Before it was sent to the committee it
was given to the newspapers, it was
net of a character in consonance with
the importance of the subject. The
whole circumstances of the case are
most remarkable. I will not ask here
to have tho letter of the Secretary
read. It was flippant and impertinent,
and has no place on the records of this
body." ?

Wolcott then asked that the entire
correspondence on the subject be print-

ed, and it was so ordered.
At this point Caffery of Louisiana

was recognized, and concluded his
speech on the national quarantine
measure.

After Caffery had finished Perkins
withdrew his amendment to the Alas-
kan bill, and the measure was passed.

At 3:33 p. m. the Senate went into
executive session, and soon afterward
adjourned.

Death of a Newspaper Man.
SAX DIEOO, March HO.?James Ed-

ward Friend, a well-known newspaper
man of ability, formerly of Birming-
ham, Ala., and later of El Paso, Tex.,
a soldier of the Confederate Army in
the war of the Rebellion, and a man
of genial habits and a large circle of
friends, was found dead in his bed in
the Willard House this morning from
internal hemorrhages. Age, 50 years.

SPANISH
PREPARATIONS

FOR WAR.

While Outwardly the Sit-
uation is Calm

Lie Actual Position of Affairs
is Regarded Grilioa!.

Saverai Warships Purchased and
Other Negotiations Pending.

Orders Issued to Mobilize Naval Vessels
and More Troops Going to Canary

Islands to Strengthen the
Garrison There.

MADRID, March P.O.?While the sit-
uation here is outwardly of the calm-*

est description, the actual position of
affairs is regarded as critical by both
the United States Legation and tho
Spanish Government.

The United States Minister, General
Stewart Woodford, is working ener-
getically, and wiil continue to work
energetically for Spain's peace until the
first gun is fired. It is known that
the Spanish Government admits the de-
sirability or necessity of comp'ying

with the demands of the United States,

and it was only the disinclination of
the Ministers to put this \villingnes3 in
concrete form that the danger lies. If
a conference were to be held with Brit-
ish, German or French diplomats, the
matter would be settled without ques-
tion.

The point which General Woodford i<*
now pressing is that in the interests
of humanity hostilities in Cuba must
cease immediately. No date was fixed
either in the first nor in the present
r.ote, but the United States is now
dwelling upon the meaning of the word
"immediately," and insisting that
Spain accepts its general interpreta-
tion. The public generally is taking
little apparent interest in the situa-
tion, but there is a general disinclina-
tion to believe that war is likely.

A dispatch from Barcelona says that
the armed steam yacht Giradla, pur-
chased by the Spanish Government
from Harry McCalmont, the English
;ace horse owner, after the vessel ha 1
been rejected by the lTnited States, is
now being fitted up as a dispatch boat.

"El Pais" says four warships have
been obtained by Spain in France, and
that negotiations are pending for the
purchase of several torpedo boats in
Great Britain.

"El Pais" also says that orders havo
heen issued to mobilize all the Spanish
warships, and that the torpedo boat
Halcon is to sail immediately from Car-
thagena for Cadiz, where a second tor-
pedo squadron is being prepared.

Military engineers are starting for
the Canary Islands, and the Balearic
Islands are being fortified.

Italy, it is said by "El Pais," has de-
cided to sell the armored cruiser Giu-
seppe Garibaldi, of 11.840 tons and well
armored, a sister ship of the Varez.. to
Spain.

Two regiment:? still, according to "El
Pais," are going to the Canary Islands
to strengthen the Spanish garrison

there.
The Armstrongs' Spanish agent, o.

Spaniard, who is in touch with the
Government and commercial ;>eople in
gpoin, has expressed the belief that
unless the Powers intercede there wMI
be war.

He added: "Ifthe United States of-
fered money fat our clearing out of
Cuba, we could not accept, but if the
proposition emanated from another
power, It is not unlikely that it would
be accepted."

This view of the case is echoed hy a
portion of the Spanish press, which ad-
vises Spain to wash her hands of Cuba.

Senor Oitlx De Saratc, a prominent

former Carhst Deputy, who has just
been uefeated at V ittoria, expresses
the opinion that there would be no war,
saying: "We have neither ships, sail-
ors, soldiers, pians, nor money, und
the Government knows it. It Wffl strug-
gle to the last end, then cave in."

Senor Sarato. who was recently at
Cadiz, says the Spanish warship:: Pe-
layo and Cailos V., which the Govern-
ment announced ready for sea, cannot
possibly he made ready sooner than in
two months.
EECONCENTBADOS ORDER TO BE

RESCINDED.

WASHIXGTOX, March 80. ? The
Spanish Legation here late to-night re-
ceived a cablegram from the Gover-
nor-General of Cuba, saying the Cap-
tain-General reported the pacification
of the eastern provinces so far ad-
vanced that it had been decided to re-
scind the reconeentrados order in three
provinces, and allow all subjects of this
decree tc return to their homes in the
country. To aid in the re-establish-
ing oi tiie reconeentrados upon their
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