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MORRO CASTLE FIRES
ON OUR SQUADRON.
Ten Shots Sent a!

Our Vessels.

None of Them, However,
Took Effect.

Tlis Big Ships Fired Ho Shots
in Retaliation.

Captain Chadwick Turned His Back
in Silent Contempt.

The New York Captures the Spanish Trad-
ing Steamer Pedro and Sends Her to

Key West?Dispatch Boat
Anita's Narrow Escape.

OFF HAVANA (on board the flag-
ship New York), April 21\.?(Copyright-

fighting squadron of the United Stat"S
at 11 o'clock last night. About tea
shots were sent in the direction of our
ships, but not one of them took effect
and no shots were fixed in return.

The Spaniards evidently had seen the
lights of tile New York while the lat-
ter was signaling to a ship of the
squadron.

The Bring was reported by the officer
of the deck, Ensign J. R. Edie, to

the time. The young officer asked the
Captain in command whether the New
York had not better discontinue sig-

MNo," muttered Captain Chadwick,

no necessity for stopping the signals.
Go ahead."

A little later Captain Chadwick *$ys
on the forward bridge, whence he
watched the tongues of flames shoot
out from Morro Castle. He glanced
in the dlrei tion of the Spanish forti-
fications for a few seconds and then
turned his back on them in silent con-
tempt and went back to his bed, per-
fectly certain the Spaniards could do
no damage at five miles, which was
then the approximate distance of th i
flagship from Morro Castle.

works. They can't hit anything any-

There was no excitement on board
the flagship during the castle's futile
attempt at gunnery. The discipline
v. as i tally splendid.

The United States cruiser Cincinnati.
Captain C. M. Chester, reported to the

prise." The extent and value of the
capture made by the Cincinnati is not
known at this writing.

ii irro Castle light, which was burn-
Ing brightly all the evening, was put

time had been to serve as a guide for
the fleet of the United States.

the squadron's appearance before Ha-

dispatcbes, form an intensely interest-
ing initial chapter of the history of the

Havana was fifteen miles distant, the
squadron was signalled into battle In
formation of double column, the New
York leading the battleships and the

hoisted on the flagship: "Disregard
movements of Commander-in-Chief."

Can. A Steamer has been sighted and
the Admiral wishes to capture her."

A'few moments later smoke was pour-

southeast. The squadron, led by the
lowa, continued on its course in a
southwesterly direction. The New York
was soon tearing through the water at
a rapidly increasing speed and was fast
having the squadron in the rear.

rnist-eovered hills of Cuba, midway be-

and aft, and the oflicers and crew of the
N. \v Yolk gathered on her decks, eager-

The Admiral paced the forward bridg
n? calmly as if watching a potato race.
The New York gained rapidly on the

the latter would cut off the steam-r

fi. m . scape. Tie irow «*j the New Yo>rk

the guns were loaded and trained. Whwi
the Spanish flag was seen flying at tic
stranger's stern, a cry cf delight went

no from the blue jackets on board 'lee
New York. It was evident that the
li ? niarrl vns doir*r her best to Etet

ing in nearer and nearer to the coast,
hoping to Bad safety in shallow war- r.

where the warships could not dare fol-
low.

When the Bpc iard was 3 but throe
tym Bl ore and about a mile from

i . New York, an S-jnch gun from the

cruiser's forward turret suddenly

bell hed out a stream of fire, followed
by a crashing report. It was only meant
as a warning ishot, but the steel pro-
jectile went riocheting over the water
in dangerous proximity to the ileemg

merchantman.
The echo of the report had hardly

died away among Cuba's hills when the
Spaniard hove to. About ten minutes
latet the New York was near her. In
the distance a few lonely looking houses
could be seen perching on a wild look-

A prize crew, commanded by Lieuten-
ant E. E. Capehart and composed of
Assistant Engineer Neal, four marines
and a boat's crew, ail well armed, were
lowered over the side of the cruiser and
amid exultant cheers from their com-
rades en board the New York th.-y

pulled over to the Spaniard, which
proved to be the Pedro of Bllboa, an ex-
cellent prize Scarcely had the prise

crew left the New York for their ne*v

command before a blank shot was fired
from a forward 1-inch gun of the New
York. This was a signal for a steamer

to the westward to stop.

Once more the New York swiftly cut
the dark waters, once more her four en-
gines throbbed as if impelled by the ex-
citement of the chase. Then again the
4-inch gun bellowed out its note of
warning, this time hurling across the
water a steel injunction to emphasize
the order to heave to. The second
stranger soon came to a stop and was
board* d. But great was the disappoint-
ment on board the New York when it
was seen that she was flying the Ger-
man flag.

Ensign Brumby, who boarded the Ger-
man craft, reported that she was a
tramp steamer, the Remus, Captain
Schwarner of Hamburg, bound from
Havana to Santiago de Cuba, in ballast.
The commander of the Remus said he
knew nothing of war having been de-
clared by the United States and Spain
and Ensign Brumby made the usual
apologies. The Remus Was then per-
mitted to proceed, after having had a
narrower escape than falls to the lot of
a merchantman.

The sun was setting: casting red,
angry looking rays on the desolate ap-
p< aring hills of Cuba, when the New
York returned to the Pedro to take her
in tow and proceeded to rejoin Ihe
se.uadron.

The tiagshin and her prize were almost
off M<»rro Castle at <5 p. m. and six miles
aft shore. The harbor lights of Ha-
vana could be plainly seen from the
decks of the flagship which, during the
afternoon, had been stripped for action,

and showed no light at all. Ensign

Brumby joined Lieutenant Captain
Hart cm board the Pedro and the prize
sailed for Key West without an escort
at ii p. m.

The New York then steamed to the
northwest and eventually picked up the
squadron. in so doing a serious col-
lision was narrowly averted. A news-
paper dispatch boat, the Anita, unable
to distinguish the flagship in the dark-
ness, attempted to cross her bows. The
New York was then under good head-
way and to the correspondent of the
Associated Press who was on the bridge
it seemed Impossible to stop the New
York in time. The presence of Ensign

Edie, the officer of the watch, who sig-
nalled to reverse the engines, and had
them put hard to port, at the same time
blowing the signal to close the water

tight bulkheads, saved her.
The Anita slipped by the New York

without twenty yards to spare, thanks
to the cord judgment and prompt action
of Ensi-n Edie.

At '.» o'clock the Admiral and Captain
Chadwick had turned in for much
at eded rest. They slept in the chart
loom instead of their comfortable
cabins. The Admiral said to the cor-
n spondent previously: "I shall not re-
port the blockade to the Secretary of
the Navy until it is thoroughly estab-
lish"d. This, it is likely, will be to-mor-

The Admiral's plucky dash with the
New York almost on to the Cuban coast
and its satisfactory termination, have

a* d new laurels for him with his al-
ready enthusiastic and devoted com-
mand.

During the concluding features of the
boarding of the Pedro and the Remus,
the r<st of the United States squadron
bad disappeared from view and there
was no one to dispute the honors with
the New York of the first capture in

lowed her. but was left far behind in

U] just as the prize crew of the Pedro
was embarking on board the steamer.

The entire plan of action here is
fraught with danger, not so much from
the Spanish guns as from the difficulties
of maneuvering a large squadron at

Spaniards are doing and as to what they
Intend to do. It is not believed Ad-
miral Sampson will confine himself en-
tirely to a blockade of the island, al-
though he informed the correspondent
that he did not expect any action to De-

tain, however, thr?t some movement will
be made SO Matanzas. probably to-mor-
row. Whether this will be simply in the
nature of a blockade or for the purpose
of seeming a base of supplies cannot be
ascertained with any degree of assur-
ance.

POOR GUNNERY.

None of Moro Castle's Shot Reached
Their Mark.

KEY WEST. April 23.-6:98 p. m ?

(Delayed in transmission.)? The first
shot from Spain was fired last night
when Morro Castle opened its batteries
on the United States fleet. This news
brought here this afternoon by the tor-
pedo beat Ericsson, which left the fleet
at 1»> o'clock this morning and reached
nere ai a clock this afternoon. Cap-
tain Usher of the Ericsson says his
beat was ordered out eaYty last night
< n scout duty. The fleet was lying
about eight miles off Havana. Eights
were out are! all hands wore ready for
actios. The little craft scudded swift-
ly towards the enemy and brought up
almost under Morro's guns, being en-
abled to reach such a close point be-

cause for the first time in years Mor-
ro light was not burning. At 11 p.
m. the Spanish artillery roared out its
first welcome to the American fleet.
The firing was done more in a tenative
way than as an attack. Not a shot
found a billet and the American fleet,
disdaining Spain's wretched gunnery,
maintaned a dignified silence.

Before the firing began, a newspaper
dispatch boat, which had lost its bear-
ings in the cloudy night, got within
three miles of Morro Castle and before
she knew her whereabouts the boat
found Morro Castle firing on her. She
was saved by the unskilled marksman-
ship of the Havana gunners, getting
away unharmed and eventually bring-
ing Up with the lleet.

Havana had not been bombarded up
to the time the Ericsson left. The
squadron lay out in a line about eight
miles long, maintaining the blockade.

According to the proclamation the
ships of neutral Powers are allowed to

A third capture was made this morn-
ing at dawn, however, when the Erics-
caught a little Spanish two-masted
fishing schooner carrying a crew of five
nun. The torpedo boat had no prize

crew to put aboard so she chased her
to the fleet and tied her up alongside
the Cincinnati.

Captain Luzarraga of the Buena
Ventura, declares his vessel is not sub-
ject to capture by the United States,
holding that she is owned by an Eng-
lish firm, was bound for neutral ports
and that war had not been declared
when she sailed.

Her crew is still on board the Dol-
phin, but those of the Pedro remained
with the latter. The Captains and
crews of both vessels, sixty-two in all.
await the disposition of the prize court
of inquiry, which was appointed to-day
by wiie by United States Judge Locke
at Jacksonville. G. 11. Patterson and
two other attorneys at Key West con-
stitute the court.

Captain Lyon of the Dolphin asked
Mayor Maloney if sufficient protection
could be guaranteed the Spanish sail-
ors if they went ashore. The Mayor

consulted with the leading Cubans and
was assured they would not be molest-
ed, but they remain aboard.

The Mangrove has gone out. equipped
with a corps of expert electricians. It
is reported she is assigned to cut the
cable between Jamaica and Cuba, so
that all dispatches to or from the
Spanish Government must go through
Key West.

The torpedo boat destroyer Eagle, of
the mosquito fleet, arrived here from
Xew York this afternoon.

HOW THE FLEET SAILED.

Loft Key West and Took Its Station
Before Havana.

OFF HAVANA (On board the U. S.
flagship New York), April 22.?Copy-
righted. 1896, by the Associated Press.?
A few minutes after 4 o'clock this (Fri-

day) morning the signal was flashed
from tho flagship to get under way and
ac 4:25 the capstan was hauling up the
anchor.

Dawn was breaking as the great gray
warships crept out from Key West nar-
bor and took their designated places in
line. Hear Admiral Sampson, in com-
mand of t he fl, et. pacvd the quarter deck
briskly and on the New York's forward
bridge sto..v> Captain Chadwick, in com-
mand of as fine an armored cruiser as
ever led a lleet. With him were Lieu-
ti-r.ant Commander Potter, Lieutenant
Roller, the navigating officer and En-
sign Rrumby. On the after bridge were
Assistant Chief of Staff Staunton, Flag
Lieutenant Bennett and Cadet Austin.
Ensign Brumby and Cadet Austin were
the two aides.

The capstan creaked and groaned as :t
dragged the anchor from its bed, where
it had been lying since the day after the
battleship Maine was blown up in Ha-
vana harbor. There was no confusion, no
shouting and no singing.

When at 5 minutes past 5 Captain

Chadwick gave the order to go ahead,
the clang of the engine bell could be
heard all over the ship.

At slow speed, the flagship leading,
the fighting squadron took a SOUth-
s.outhwest course and Key West faded
out of sit;ht.

About fifteen miles off Key West be-
tween 7 and 8 a. m. a tramp steamer
was sighted bearing down on the fleet
and off the cruiser Nashville's quarter.
The steamer hoisted a Spanish flag,
whereupon the Nashville promptly sig-

naled her to stop. The Spaniard paid no
attention to the signal and continued
on her way at full speed. The Nash-
ville then put a shot acros her bows.
This had no effect, but in a minute a
puff of smoke curled out from the Nash-
ville and the first shot of the war, fired
in earnest, sped close to the Spanish
steamer. A second later down came the
Spanish flag and the steamer hove to.
The steamer turned out to be the
Buenaventura of Bilboa. She was
boarded from the Nashville, the fleet
stopped and after a hurried investiga-

tion the Nashville was ordered to take
her prize back to Key West. It was
not a very important capture nor was
it an exciting engagement, but the in-
cident added greatly to the enthusiasm
prevailing among the rank and file of
the fleet.

At S a. m. Admiral Sampson hoisted a
Rear Admiral's flag and as the two
white stars on the blue ground appeared,
salutes were fired. Captain Evans
headed the battleship lowa nearest the
flagship and his crew joined in giving
three rousing cheers for the Admiral.
The ships followed each other in a well
kept line through the dark blue waters
of the Gulf, the guns shining brightly
in the sunlight. The scene resembled
more peaceful evolutions at Hampton
Roads than the menacing progress of a
death dealing force. It was almost im-
possible to realize that this was war.
Orders were quickly given and were as
quickly carried out. Neither the officers
nor men showed the slightest trace of
excitement. Rear Admiral Sampson
strolled leisurely up and down the star-
board side of the quarter deck, while
on the port side the officers off duty
smoked and chatted as unconcernedly £-.3

if in the harbor.
The trip from Key West was male

over smooth seas, with a gentle breeze
blowing and the sun shining brightly.

The warships of the United States now
lie off Havana harbor in sight of Mono
Castle light. At this hour of writing. S
p. m.. no shots have been fired from the
land.

Ihe flagship New York captured the
Spanish tramp steamer Pedro of Bilboa
tx tween Matanzas and Havana at ti
o'clock this evening and put a prize crew
upon her. The Pedro is now on her way
to Key West. Two shots were fired at
her after an exciting chase.

The German steamer Remus from Ha-
vana was also stopped and boarded,
and subsequently released. Intense en-
thusiasm has been aroused throughout

the fleet by the capture of the prizes.

WAR WILL
BE

FORMALLY

DECLARED.
President Wiil Ask Con-

gress To Oo So,

A Resolution WiH Be Intro-
duced To-day.

Spain Has Made a Formal Reply to
Our Ultimatum.

The Document is a Formal Acknowledge-
ment of Its Acceptance by that

Country as a Virtual Decla-
ration of War.

WASHINGTON, April 24.?A resolu-
jtion formally declaring war against

jSpain will be introduced in the Con-
gress of the United States to-morrow.

; The decision to do so has been reached
! after mature deliberation. All the ar-
!guments pro and eon were discussed
| this afternoon at the White House at
I a conference in which President Mc-
| Kinley. Attorney-General Griggs, As-

sistant Secretary Day and Senators
IDavis and Hale participated, and on its
I breaking up announcement was made

that Congress to-morrow would be
asked to declare what it is held already
exists. This was the most important
Washington development on the first
war Sunday.

The President will send a message to
Congress to-morrow, to be delivered

| immediately after its convening, set-
I ting forth the facts in the case andjasking Congress to formally declare
war, in order that there may be no mis-lunderstanding on the part of otherna-

I tions. The most important point in
Ithe message from a news point of view
Iwill be the announcement that Spain
jhas made a formal reply to our ulti-
matum.
j This reply has not been giv<jn to the
public, and it was supposed that none

| had been received. The document is a
i formal acknowledgment by Spain and
jan acceptance by that country of the

I ultimatum as a virtual declaration of
jwar. Congress will therefore be asked
ito recognize this condition of affairsland to declare it to the world, using
[Spain's concession as a reason for it.

The war resolution has been pre-
pared, and it is understood that the
(two committees having charge of the
jforeign affairs of the two Houses of
Congress will be prepared to report on

iit very shortly?probably immediately
after the reading of the message. An
effort will then be made to have the
resolution taken up and passed forth-

! with, and it is not now believed that
there will be any formidable opposition
to this course in either House. Other-
wise the news of the day here related
almost entirely to plans hitherto ex-
pected.

For the President and his Cabinet
officials Sunday passed quietly and un-
eventfully. Secretary Alger took his
daughter to the White House during
this morning, and the latter, in com-
pany with the President, attended di-
vine services at the Metropolitan Meth-
odist Church, Secretary Alger going to
a Piesbyterian church. Secretary and
Mrs. Gage also drove to the White
House and ccompanied the President
and Miss Alger to the Metropolitan
Church. Mrs. McKinley has not yet
returned from her trip to New York
city.

General Corbin and Secretary Alger
conferred during the afternoon respect-
ing the arrangements for calling on the
Governors of the States and Territories
for the quota of troops they are to fur-
nish under the President's proclamation
asking for 125,000 men. The number
of men in each branch of the service,
viz., infantry, cavalry and artillery, re-
mains to be settled, besides many other
matters of detail.

In the State, War and Navy Depart-
ments many of the officials Were at
their desks, directing the execution of
policies heretofore determined upon.
Neither Secretary Alger nor Secretary
Long were on hand, but Assistant Sec-
retary Moiklejonh and Assistant Secre-
tary Roosevelt were on duty for sev-
eral hours. Mr. Meiklejohn has al-
ready received a large number of ap-
plications from newspapers to permit
their representatives to accompany the
army. but. as stated in the circular is-
sued yesterday, the number to be ac-
corded the privilege will be limited.
Assistant Secretary Day is busily en-
gaged in making the general prepara-
tion for the transportation of trooos
overland and also to Cuba, for which a
large number of vessels will be char-
tered. In the Quartermaster's office
nearly the whole clerical force was on
hand.

The details are far from complete,
but the Quartermaster General believes
everything will be in readiness by the
time the troops are reads' to move. It
may be that railroad arrangements for
the transfer of troops overland will be
left to the immediate charge of the
quartermasters of the various army de-
partments, who are fully acquainted
with the facilities at hand for doing this
work. Sotue unelerstanding with the
railroads on the basis of uniform rates
of travel will be arranged if possible,
so that the soldiers may be sent by the
shortest possible route with the least
charge to the Government. Questions of
eeiuipment of the troops with uniforms
and tents also are to be settled, al-
though many of the State organizations
are prepared in this respect. The de-
partment has a number of branches in
which tents, uniforms, etc., are manu-
factured, but it will be compelled to call

on the service of outside manufacturers
to meet the demands.

General Miles was at his office for
some time in conference with the staff
oflicers. Anticipating active service in
the field the General has had manufac-
tured several hundred sabretache or
officers' dispatch cases, which are in
use among the European armies. They
are manufactured of leather, are about
nine inches square and can be attached
to the belt around the officers waist.
With them is a fairly good sized isin-
glass map case by which an officer may

always have a thorough outline of the
country he is traveling. It is said at
the Navy Department that all the mil-
itia which will be used in the deep sea
patrol vessels already have been ordered
to them. Those remaining will be util-
ized in manning the signal stations
along the coast and the vessels of the
close-shore auxiliary fleet.

Commander Richardson Clover ex-
pects that the gunboat Bancroft, which
he is to command and which is now
undergoing repairs at Brooklyn, will sail
for Norfolk within a few days to take
on her ammunition. The probability is
that the vessel will then te sent to join
Admiral Sampson's fleet.

It is said to be definitely settled that
Captain Albert S. Barker, a member of
the Joint Army and Navy Defense Plan
Beard, will command fhe protected

c ruiser Newark, now fitting out at Nor-
folk. She wil be ready for service some
time in May.

Assistant Secretary Roosevelt to-day
announced that the Government has
purchased the steam yacht Aliene tor
the navy. This vessel, like many others
that have been acquired, is of fight
draught and excellently fitted for patrol
duty in shallow waters. She is of 151
tons gross register, 111) feet long and 20
feet beam. She was built at Chester,

Pa., and her home port is New York. It
was said at the Navy Department that
no additional information had been re-
ceived of the movements of the Spanish
fleets rendezvoused at Cadiz and at the
Cape de Verde Islands. Every step

taken by these fleets is promptly re-
ported to the department by the agents
abroad. One officer explained that it
was necessary to guard with the great-
est caution reports of the ships, as
Spain naturally will try in every way to

mislead the United States.
Most of the vessels of the Asiatic

squadron, which according to the Asso-
ciated Press dispatches, is to sail With
sealed orders, according to the- latest
published advices, were rendezvoused at
Hongkong. The squadron is under com-
mand of Commodore George Dewey, a
well known and trusted naval officer,
and is made up of several vessels, ex-
cluding the colliers recently purchased
by the department. The Olympia, a pro-
tected cruiser, is the flagship, with a
speed of over 21 knots, while the other
ships are the protected cruiser Balti-
more of 20 knots, the protected cruiser
Raleigh of 1!) knots, the protected
cruiser Boston of 15 knots, the gunboat
Concord of nearly IT knots, the gunboat
Petral of nearly 12 knots and the iron
ship Monocacy of 11 knots.

!ANOTHER STEAMER CAPTURED

| The Miqnel Jover is Worth Nearly :
Half a Million.

KEY WEST, April I*4.?The gunboat
IHelena captured the Spanish steamer

! Miguel Jover early this morning. The
iJover's cargo is composed of cotton and
! staves. The prize is estimated to the
lvalue of $400,000. her cargo alone being
jworth iiUoO.fKM). She belongs to the Pen-
nillo line, P.areelona.

The Helena did not sail with the fleet
[on Friday morning, but remained here
juntil yesterday, when she sailed out to
sea. She was cruising about 150 miles
hi a southwesterly direction when the
Jover, steering for the southeasterly

| coast, hove in sight early this morning,

jThe Helena fired a blank shot and the !
jSpaniard instantly hove to. The gun-
Iboat then put a prize crew of twelve
Imarines, an engineer and sixteen blue
jackets on board the Jover, and under

I command of Ensign McClellan, who had
with him Ensign Lewis and McFarland.
The gunboat convoyed the prize into
port. The Jover was bound from New
Orleans for Barcelona, via Havana.

Captain Charles V. Munson, employed
|by the Clyde line and formerly with tne
| Ward line and revenue service, arrived
jhere last night, having been called for
last Thursday by Admiral Sampson.
Captain Munson will act as fleet pilot.

IThe Dolphin will take him to the llag-
jship.

According to the Bureau Veritas, the
!Miquel Jover, in English the Michael
Jover, Captain Bil. is a Spanish steamer

jwhich sailed from New Orleans on April
122d for Barcelona. She was formerly
the Port Denison, is bark-rigged, is of
L\L!r>4 tons net register and was built

lat Newcastle, England, in IST". She is

!373 feet 5 inches long, has 42 feet 2
inch beam and is 20 feet 9 inches deep.
The Bureau Veritas has it that her
owners are the Empress Trans-Atian-
tica of Barcelona.

A RUMOR DENIED.

United States Has Not Spoken of
Patroling the Mexican Coast.

MEXICO CITY, April 24.?A per-
sistent rumor was circulated to-day,
which found its way into the papers
that the American Government had
sent a second note to the Mexican
Government asking what means it
could command for maintaining neu-
trality along the Gulf coast and it was
added that in case Mexico could not do
this the United States would senel war-
ships to patrol the Mexican Coast. This
rumor caused much talk among the
Spaniards.

Minister Clayton told the correspon-
dent of the Associated Press there was
no truth in the report and he had only

communicated a formal notice of the
estal)lishmeent of the blockade of the
Cuban ports.

A WARNING TO SPAIN.

That Is What the Notice of the
Powers is Thought to Mean.

WASHINGTON, April 24.?The pro-
posed concerted action of the powers
for the protection of the flags of neutral
powers is believed here to be designed
more as a warning to Spain than to
have any other significance. Tiie rep-
resentatives of the powers say that the
contemplated action is a very likely

and natural move, although their home
Governments have transmitted to them
no notification of negotiations to that
end. It is a measure of precaution
sanctioned by the usages of past con-
flicts, but there is not to be implied in
it, as understoood here, any disposition
to question the sincerity of this Gov-
ernment as expressed in the formal no-
tification as to the course it will adopt,
which has been communicated to all
the foreign Governments.

The full observance of the neutrality
laws on the part of the Spanish Govern-
ment is not regarded as at all certain.
At the Embassies of the powers seek-
ing concerted action, Germany, France,
Austria and Italy, and at several oth-
ers likely to be interested, there was no
information on the subject. This shows
that the powers are carrying on their
negotiations independent of conferences
with the representatives in the two
contending countries, and will await
some definite result in the way of a
formal understanding and agreement
on concerted action before communica-
tions are opened at Washington, and
probably Madrid. It is possible that
no concert of action can be agreed
on. On various occasions efforts at
concerted action on neutrality enforce-
ment have failed by the refusal of one
of the great powers to participate.

A SPARTAN MOTHER.

She Accompanies Her Son When
He Marches to His Duty.

CHICAGO, April 24.?A sight for
Spartan eyes was witnessed here to-day

| as the first detachment of naval recruits
from Chicago and Milwaukee marched
down the smooth asphalt of Jackson
Boulevard to the Pennsylvania depot en
route for Xew York to enter active

Iservice.
Notwithstanding that the escort of 000

| blue Jackets of the Illinois naval reserve
were showing a faultless drill, while the
strains of "Star-Spangled Banner" were
resounding from a gorgeously arrayed
band, said to be one of the finest out-
door organizations ever gathered in
Chicago, nofhwithstanding that every
man of the 124 recruits was waving a
small American flag, there was some-
thing else that had greater interest for
the crowds of people that lined the side-
walks in front of the hotels, clubs, the-
aters and Board of Trade, everybody
watched one figure in black.
) Right among the marching recruits
and keeping close alongside of a strap-

? ping young fellow in a light overcoat
!who was carrying a small traveling grip
iwas a woman of nearly 00 years. She
1 was dressed in mourning and many a
ihurrah was hushed as they caught the
jfirst glimpse apparently of a widowed,
Igray-haired mother personally taking

jher son into the rank and fileof the boys
in blue. She kept an arm on him and

iher head bowed, noticing no one else,

jPerhaps twenty other women and girls.

!mothers, wives and sweethearts, walked
Iwith the recruits, but the attention of

the spectators followed only the lone

'woman in black until she was lost in the
jdistance.

BUENAVENTURA'S OWNERS.

; They Declare That Her Cargo Was
Not Worth Over $15,000.

LIVERPOOL, April 24.?The owners
lof the Spanish steamer Buenaventura.
captured by the United States cruiser
Nashville, had an office here. They de-

| Clare her cargo is not worth more than
: $15,000, and they add that the steamer

should have been further on her way
jacross the Atlantic than the spot where
she was captured,
j It is conjectured therefrom that she
iwas intercepted some time before the
? time of her capture. Many Liverpool
shipowners have instructed their agents

:to avert shipping contraband of war,
and have ordered their captains to in-
stantly comply with tho commands of
any war vessels they may meet, and
to make no attempt to escape.

!
OUR SHIPS AT HONGKONG.

Five of Them Will Leave There
Under Sealed Orders.

HONGKONG. April 24.?Five war-
! ships belonging to the United States
! squadron, accompanied by two store

! ships will leave here to-day under
sealed orders.

The United States cruisers Olympia
and Baltimore will wait the arrival of
the United States Consul. O. F. Wil-
liams, from Manila and will follow the

Illeet to-morrow.
The foreign enlistment act has been

? proclaimed by the British authorities
here, thus enforcing the neutrality of
British subjects.

NOT A SHOT FIRED.

That is What Dispatch Boats From
Havana Say.

KEY WEST, April 24.? ti:.'?0 p. m.?
According to dispatch boats which

jhave just reached this port from the
United States fleet the port of Havana
is blockaded, but otherwise the situa-

! tion is unchanged. Contrary to re-
? ports previously received these boats
jsay that not a shot has yet been fired
on either side.

Quartermaster Joseph Hanson, of tho
gunboat Helena, one of the prize crews
which brought in the Michael Joves.
accidentally shot himseif on the steam-
er this afternoon. His wound is not a
serious one.

GLADSTONE IS SINKING.

A Change for the Worse and His
Family Were Sent For.

LONDON, April 24?The newspapers
say that Gladstone is sinking fast. A
change for the worse was observed last
night and Dr. Haborsolm and Sir
Thomas Smith, surgeon extraordinary
to the Queen, were hastily summoned
to Hawarden and spent the night
there.

It is considered significant that no
bulletin was issued to-day from Hawar-
den. Mr. Gladstone's family has been
summoned.

Not Short of Coal.
MADRID, April 24.?0 p .m.?The

Cabinet council to-day approved the
general budget. Despite published
statements in New York to the con-
trary it is declared here that the Span-
ish navy is fully supplied with coal. The
Government has received no official in-
fotmation of the capture of any Amer-
ican vessels.

Instructions to Capture the Paris.
MADRID. April 24.?11 a. m?lt is

said here that as a result of the meet-
ing of the Spanish Cabinet just held, in-
structions were sent to the Spanish
naval authorities to effect the capture
of the American line steamship Paris on
her way from Southampton to New
York.

Saw No Warships.
SOUTHAMPTON. April24.?The Brit-

ish steamer Mexican, which sailed from
Capetown on April tlth for this port, via
the island of Maderia. arrived here at
nown. The commander reports that she
did not sight a single Spanish war ves-
sel during the voyage.

SPAIN
OUTLINES

HER POLICY.

Maintains Her Right In
Privateer.

Only Auxiliary Cruisers Will be
Used at Present,

But She Will Treat Foreign Priva-
teers as Pirates.

Thirty Days Will be Given to United
States Ships Anchored in Her

Harbors to Depart Free
From Hindrance.

MADRID, April 24.?1 p. m.?Thd
royal decree says Spain maintains her
right to have recourse to privateering,

i and announces that for the present
only auxiliary cruisers will be fitted out-
All treaties with the United States are

; annulled; thirty days are given to the
United States ships to leave Spanish
ports, and the rules Spain will observe
during the war are outlined in live
clauses, covering neutral flags and
goods contraband of war, what will be?
considered a blockade, the right of
search and what constitutes contraband
of war, ending with saying that foreign

J privateers will be regarded as pirates,
jContinuing, the decree adds:

We have striven with the strictest
jfidelity to observe the principles of in-
ternational law, and have shown the

I most scrupulous respect for morality

jand the right of government. There, is an opinion that the fact that we have
not adhered to the Declaration of Paris
does not relieve us from the duty of
respecting the principles therein enun-

ciated. The principle Spain unques-
tionably refused to admit then was the
| abolition of privateering. The Govern-
i ment now considers it most indispens-
; able to have recourse to privateering
; when Aye consider it expedient, tirst
'organizing immediately a force of
{cruisers auxiliary to the navy, which
will be composed of vessels of
our mercantile marine, and with equal
distinction in the work of our navy.

Following is a summary of the more
important of the five clauses outlining
the rules Spain will observe during the

Iwar:
Clause I?The state of war existing

between Spain and the United States
annuls the treaty of peace and amity of
October 27, 17!>.">, and the protocol of
January 11. 1N77, and all other agree-
ments, treaties or conventions in force
between the two countries.

Clause 2?From the publication of
these presents thirty days are granted
to all ships of the United States an-
chored in our harbors to take their de-
parture free of hindrance.

Clause 3?Notwithstanding that Spain
jhas not adhered to the Declaration of
jParis, the Government, respecting the
law of nations, proposes to observe, antl
hereby orders to be observed, the fol-
lowing regulations of maritime law:

1. Neutral flags cover the enemy's
merchandise except contraband of war.

2. Neutral merchandise, except con-
traband of war, is not seizable under
the enemy's flag.

3. A blockade to be obligatory must
be effective, viz., it must be maintain-
ed with sufficient force to prevent ac-
cess to the enemy's littoral.

4. The Spanish Government, uphold-
ing its right to grant letters of marque

'will at present confine itself to organ-
jizing, with the vessels of the merchant
jmarine, a force of auxiliary cruisers,
which will co-operate with the navy ac-
cording to the needs of the campaign-,
and will be under naval control

5. In order to capture the enemy's
ships and confiscate the enemy's mer-
chandise and contraband of war tmd< r
whatever form, the auxiliary cruisers
will exercise the right of search on the
high seas and in the waters under the
enemy's jurisdiction, in accordance
with international law and the regula-
tions of which will be published.
I <>. Defines what is included as con-
traband of war. naming weapons, am-
munition, equipments, engines and in
general all the appliances used in war.

7. To be regarded and judged as pi-
rates with all the vigor of the law are

ICaptains, masters, officers and two-
; thirds of the crew of vessels which, not
being American, shall commit acts of
war against Spain, even if provided
with letters of marque issued by the
United States.

SPAIN'S ATTITUDE.

State Department Officials Deliber-
ating Upon It.

WASHINGTON, April 24.?The Span-
ish article published by the "Gazotia"
as to the attitude of that Government
regarding privateering and the ques-
tion whether or not coal shall be held
contraband of war. was discussed by

the State Department officials to-day.
In response to questions put to him by

a representative of the Associated
Press, Judge William L. Penfield, the
solicitor of the Department, made the
following unofficial statement, which he
said is not to be regarded as indicating

in any way the action and policy of
thus Government, but is given for the
information of merchants and .shippers:

"This Government has not yet offi-
cially prescribed a list of articles which
it will treat as contraband of war. If
Spain has taken any such action it is
not yet made public.

"Each Government is competent to
prescribe its own list for the guidance

of its own authorities. Such list is
conclusive upon the Government inak-

(Continued on Eighth I'age.j


