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PHILIPPINES
CRITICAL

POINT.

All Interest is Now Cen-
tered There.

On Result of Engagement With
Dewey's Fleet

May Depend the Outcome of the
Present War With Spain.

Some Anxiety in Naval Circles as to the
Destination ol the Spanish Fleet

Just Sailed Frcm Cape
Verde Islands.

WASHINGTON. April 30? All inter-
est to-day was concentrated on the
Philippines, though it seemed almost
hopelt-ss to expect any news directly

from that point, which is for the pres-
ent, at least, the critical point of naval
operations. Indeed, one high official,

well versed in the plans of the Strategic

Board, declared that upon the result
of the engagement which Commodore
Dewey is expected to have had with
the Spanish fleet to-day, or within a

day or two, at least, might depend to
an extent the outcome of the war.

When Secretary Long left the Navy
Department he had received no word
from Commodore Dewey, nor from any
point in the East. He had been very

busy during the day, and the same
thing was true of Secretary Alger, both
being obliged to give up the greater
part of their time to Senators, Repre-
sentatives and other persons of sup-
posed influence seeking to secure the
appointment of constituents to places
in the army and navy.

Secretary Long received a dispatch

fiom Admiral Sampson relative to the

shelling of the Matanzas batteries, but
had no information whatever as to the
reported attacks upon Cardenas yes-

terday. The impression prevails at the
department among those who are not
taken into the secrets of the Naval
War Board that the moves of Ad-

miral Sampson are of a strategic char-
acter, and not accidental happenings,
as might be supposed from their ap-
parently spontaneous character.

Key West is evidently to be made a

base of the first order of importance,

so far as the fleet is concerned, other-
wise Secretary Long would never have
c alled upon an officer of such high rank

as Commodore Reemy to command the

station. The Commodore has been re-
lieved at the Portsmouth Navy Yard

by a retired officer of equal rank.

Two more retired officers of a high

order of ability are to be called into

active service Monday, in the persons

of Naval Constructors R. W. Steele

and W. L. Mintoyne.

The Board of Bureau Chiefs is now-
engaged in preparing the advertise-

ment calling for the construction of

torpedo boats and destroyers. By a spe-

cial provision of the naval bill, the ad-

vertisements will run only three weeks,

instead Ol three months, aS is usual.

The department will describe only the

general characteristics of the torpedo

boats, leaving to the builders the sub-

mission of plans for their construction.

Chief Constructor Hichborn said to-

day that when the department has

placed the contracts for the vessels

authorized by the pending naval ap-

propriation bill the Government will

have under construction at one time

a greater number of vessels than it

ever has had before since the war, and

a greater tonnage in the aggregate than

at any time during the civil conflict.

There will be not less than thirty-six

vessels altogether thus placed under

construction, three battleships, sixteen

torpedo boat destroyers, twelve torpedo

boats, four coast defense monitors and

one gunboat on the lakes.

The honor of being tleet engineer of

the numerous mosquito fleets, which aft

expected to be one of the mainstays in

the defense of the Atlantic Coast cities,

has fallen to a retired officer, Chief En-

gineer Henderson, who is now a prjs-

perous business man in New York, but

has consented to sacrifice his personal

interests to fight in the navy.

More electricians are wanted in the

navy, and the Secretary to-day directed

a special recruiting station be opened at

the Washington navy yard at I o'clock

Monday to recruit electricians.
The Chinese Minister, Wu Ting Fang,

called at the State Department to-day

nnd had a talk with officials concern-
ing the war situation. He did not bring

a notice of China's neutrality, nor has

he received word thus far frcm his Gov-

ernment that China will declare h?.r

neutrality. The authorities here would

not be displeased if China withheld her

decree a month later, as such course
might be of distinct advantage to the

United States in case Commodore
Dewey's fleet falls to effect a landing

on the Philippines, and is obliged to

seek some oi>en rx»rt. With an Ameri-
can fleet in Asiatic waters, this becomes
hazardous, unless a belligerent port is
captured, or a neutral port remains
open. Up to to-day all countries occu-
pying Eastern Asiatic territory had de-
clared neutrality except China. The
notice of Corea was ziven two days
ago, thus closing the port of Chemulpo.
Japan gave notice to-day. thus closing
all Japanese ports, including Yokohama,
which is the most advantageous harbor
in Asiatic waters, and nearer the Philip-
pines than any other port. The British
and French decrees closed Hongkong
and ports of British India and French
Tonquin. When Wu Ting Fang was
seen at the Chinese Legation to-night
he said, that having received no notice
of China's neutrality, he presumed none
had been issued by the Imperial Gov-
ernment. At the same time he had
noticed press dispatches that the Amer-
ican fleet left Mirs Bay, which is a
Chinese possession, owing to a condi-
tion of neutrality.

The Minister believed this condition,
if made, was given by the Viceroy, and
applies only to the Province of Canton.
As to whether the Emperor will decree
neutrality he is not able to say. It is
remembered, however, that no decree
of neutrality was issued during the
Franco-Prussian war, and that China
has not been in the habit of issuing

neutrality decrees on the outbreak of
wars in other parts of the world. Now,

however, that China is keeping in touch
with the methods of international pro-
cedure, this former inaction may give
way to the adoption of an attitude of
neutrality. This would have been done
during the Franco-Prussian war had
not President Grant used his good of-
fices to bring about an arrangement by
which French and German ships at

Asiatic ports refrained from hostilities
while there.

While China entertains the most
friendly feeling towards the United
States, Mr. Wu feels that this would
not justify the withholding of neutrality
if it in any way redounded to the ad-
vantage of the United States as against
Spain, as that would array Spain
against China.

China has a large number of treaty-
ports with fine harbors scattered along
her coast. They are well equipped
with coal and other supplies, and any-
one of them would be most advantage-
ous as a harbor for the American fleet
in case one was required in the Far
East. It is said, however, that even
without a neutrality decree by China
these harbors could not be used as a
naval base of operations. At most they
could be used only for temporary refuge
and for such coal and supplies as would
take the American fleet to the next
port.

The authorities feel that the United
States would have profited much by se-
curing a coaling station from China
during the recent controversy which led
to Germany securing Kiao Chau Bay as
a coaling station. Russia securing Port
Arthur and England securing Wei-Hai-
Wei. There is good reason to believe
that the friendly spirit of China toward
the United States would have made it
possible for the United States to have
secured the harbor of Mirs Bay or some
other advantageous point on the Chi-
nese coast. At the present time, how-
ever, it is said that China could not vol-
untarily grant such a concession with-
out assuming a distinctly hostile atti-
tude toward Spain. It is possible that
China's neutrality decree may be issued
any day, and yet the delay is in no way

exciting the authorities here, owing to
the feeling that it leaves China's ports
open to Commodore Dewey's fleet..

The Portuguese Minister called at the
State Department to-day and gave offi-
cial notice of Portugal's neutrality.
Afterward the Minister expressed re-
gret at the published report attributing

delay to Portugal's disposition to favor
Spain as against the United States.
The Minister says that such reports are
unwarranted, and the official dispatch,
which he received from Lisbon last
night, shows that the authorities at
Lisbon acted with promptness. The
dispatch stated that the notice of a de-
claration of war was received at Lis-
bon on the 2<ith, whereupon a meeting
of the Council of State was called im-
mediately for the following day. This
is not the regular Cabinet, but is a
political organization which must be

convoked of distinguished persons seat-
ed. The Council met on the 27th and
agreed upon the decree. It was pre-
sented to the King on the 28th, and re-
ceived his signature. The Minister
says this action shows unusual dis-
patch. The dispatch he received from
Lisbon stated that the warships of the
belligerent powers would not be allowed
to make more than a brief stay in the
ports cf Portugal. As to the return of
several of the Spanish torpedo-boats to
the Cape Verde Islands because of in-
jury from the collision, the Minister
says such injuries, if bona fide, permit
warships to remain long enough to re-
pair damages. This cannot be made an
excuse for an extended stay, however.

The War Department has assigned
the officers who are to perform the
duties of Quartermaster and Commis-
sary of the volunteer troops at the
various State rendezvous prior to their
mobilization at the central points. In
a number of States the officers are the
same as those detailed for mustering
duty. In the following States inde-
pendent officers for the Quartermaster
and Commissary duties are appointed:

Arizona?Second Lieutenant Herschcll
Tupes, Fifteenth Infantry.

California ? First Lieutenant S. A.
Cloman. Fifteenth Infantry.

Kansas ?First Lieutenant Harry A.
Smith. Fifteenth Infantry, relieved as
mustering officer and appointed Quar-
termaster and Commissary; Second
Lieutenant W. F. Clark, appointed
mustering officer.

Missouri ?First Lieutenant George D.
Moore, Twenty-third Infantry.

Nebraska ?First Lieutenant George
McKay Williamson, Eighth Cavalry.

New Mexico?Captain Charles L.
Cooper, Tenth Cavalry, as mustering

officer, Quartermaster and Commis-
sary.

Texas?Second Lieutenant Alfred
Drew, Twelfth Infantry.

Washington?First Lieutenant John
H. Whomy, Twenty-fourth Infantry,
relieved as mustering officer and ap-
pointed Quartermaster and Commis-
sary; Captain Frank Taylor, Four-
teenth Infantry, appointed mustering
officer.

SPANISH NAVALFLEET.

Anxiety as to Destination of War-
ships From Cape Verde.

WASHINGTON. April 30.?A cable-
gram was received here this morning
stating that the Spanish torpedo boats
Azore, Rayo and Ariete had sailed this
morning from St. Vincent, Cape Verde
Islands, for the Canaries. The Azore
and the Rayo, the cable said, were
towed by the transports San Francisco
and Ciudad Cadiz.

The fact that the two torpedo boats
were in tow of transpotts naval offi-
cers regarded as a sign that in the
collision which these vessels are re-
ported to have had yesterday the ma-
chinery of the boats was disabled be-
yond the possibility of repair at St.
Vincent. It is by no means a safe un-
dertaking to tow a torpedo boat that
long distance between Cape Verde and
the Canaries, and it would not surprise
naval officers if one or more of the
little boats were missing when the re-
mainder of the small fleet arrived at
the Canaries.

Anxiety is felt as to the destination
of the more formidable part of the
Spanish fleet that has sailed westward
from Cape Verde. If they are headed
for Cuba the Navy Department cal-
culates that they are likely to reach
Porto Rico about May 7th. It is not
to be expected, however, that the ar-
rival at Spanish ports would be made
public by the Spanish authorities con-
trolling the cable, and supposing that
they are not detected by any of the
United States naval vessels which will
possibly be thrown out as scouts, the
first news of the arrival of the fleet on
this side is likely to be conveyed by
some neutral vessel trading between
Porto Rico and an outside port.

The strategy involved in the Spanish

movements is rather puzzling to the
naval officers. Assuming that the four
cruisers have actually started to Cuba,

it would seem that if they arrive at
Porto Rico they would be in imminent
danger of capture or destruction at the
hands of Admiral Sampson's squadron,
which is unquestionably superior in of-
fensive. In other words, the cruisers
would be situated as were the Oquendo
and Vizcaya before the outbreak of
hostilities, when they prudently fled
from the port of Havana.

It was reported in department cir-
cles to-day that the flying squad ion

was about to sail from Fortress Mon-
roe. The officials refused to affirm or
deny the correctness of the statement,

but it is assum- i that if the report is
true the vessels are to be used as scouts
to detect the approach of the Spanish
vessels. It is not expected that in
case the armored ships were sighted
by Commodore Schley an engagement
would be attempted, unless the circum-
stances were peculiarly favorable, for
he has but two armored ships in his
squadron to pit against the four heavi-
Jy armored Spanish vessels. He would,

however, be able to hang on the flank
of the Spanish squadron and annoy
them greatly while rushing ahead one
of his flyers, the Columbia or Minne-
apolis, to warn Admiral Sampson and
secure reinforcements in the shape of
a battleship that would insure victory

in action.
No word has yet come from the Phil-

ippines, and, as already explained, even
if there has been an action between
Commodore Dewey and the Spanish na-
val force there, the Navy Department
is scarcely in a way to hear of it for
several days. Even if the Commodore
should manage to land at Manila, he
probably will be unable to operate the
cable, owing to a lack of skilled opera-
tors, and perhaps the apparatus itself
may be disabled before it falls into his
hands. There is good reason to believe
that the Commodore will not directly
attack Manila in the beginning. The
report that he took aboard before leav-
ing Homrkong one of the most popu-
lar leaders of the Philippine insurgents
is regarded as evidence that the Com-
modore relies largely upon insurgent
support to maintain his footing in the
islands. If this be so, he would very
likely avoid Manila, the Capital, and
seize first another port where the in-
surgents are in greater strength, and
where there are no fortifications to
overcome.

While there is no doubt that one of
the objects of Commodore Dewey is
to crush the Spanish squadron in the
East Indies as ihe most effective meth-
od of protecting the important trade
interests in that quarter, it is beyond
doubt part of his purpose to seize and
hold a port suitable for use as a coal-
ing station. The coaling station is not
only desirable, but is absolutely neces-
sary from a naval point of view, unless
the United States is prepared to sur-
render all commerce in American bot-
toms with Asia, and fully realizing this,
the naval officials will proceed with
their campaign.

Whether the station will be retained
after the war by the United States will

not now be determined. It is positively

asserted that, up to this moment, these
European menaces have taken no offi-
cial form, and as yet no protests have
been lodged with the Department of
State. If any such should be made
based on diplomatic reasons it would
not be hard for our Government, point-
ing to the wholesale seizures of almost
the major portion of the Chinese coast
by the European powers, to justify our-
selves in seeking to obtain at least so
much of a foothold in that section of
the globe as would suffice to give our
warships a safe home port in time of
stress, and afford a moderate degree of
protection to our commerce, which in
comparison with that of some of the
European powers who have been most
forward in their threats, is by no means
insignificant.

The State Department officials are
more amused than concerned by the re-
port from Madrid, originating with
Captain-General Blanco that the Aus-
trian and French Consuls at Matanzas
have lodged a protest against the bom-
bardment of that place by Admiral
Sampson. They say in the first place

there has been no bombardment at that
place, and owing to the distance that
Matanzas lies away from the fort at

CABANAS
FIRED

UPON.

The Lesson Taught at
Matanzas Repeated.

Captain Sampson Again Si-
lences the Spanish Guns.

Nothing Definite Known as to Dew-
ey's Fleet in the Philippines,

Though It Is Thought at Singapore That a
Naval Battle May Have Already

Taken Place Otf the
Island.

ATLANTA (Ga.), April .'!0.?A special
to the ?Journal" from Key West says:

Fort Cabanas, a small fortified town
thirty-five miles west of Havana, on
the northern coast of Cuba, was fired
upon Friday evening and somewhat
demolished. The fire began at (5:30

and lasted fifteen minutes. Then shots
were fired from the New York's bat-
teries. The New York and Helena
tried to draw the fire from the batter-
ies of Havana and Muriel, but failed.

About noon the New York steamed
up the west coast. Following the flag-
ship for quite a distance came the
lowa, Indiana, Helena and torpedo
boats Porter and but after
Havana was passed, where the Helena
went in so close that a crash gun from
Morro was momentarily expected, the
ships, with the -exception of the tor-
pedo boats, soon returned to their sta-

tion.
Under a full head of steam the flag-

ship bowled along until Muriel was

reached. It was easy, from aboard the
dispatch boat, without glasses to see

the commotion raised by the presence

of the warships in the pretty little vil-
lage. The people rushed about wildly,
and small boats quickly put in shore.
But there was no apparent life in either
of the forts on the two hills that cover
the approaches to the harbor. The Por-
ter steamed within half a mile of them,

and the New York swdng leisurely at

anchor at a mile range.
After Admiral Sam peon had surveyed

Muriel to his apparent satisfaction, he
sent the flagship clipping merrily fur-
ther up the coast. Again the flagship
rode unconsciously half a mile from the
forts, and the Porter and Ericcson
pushed their way ahead. Suddenly
there was a roar of a heavy gun, a
puff of smoke from the shore, and the
little torpedo boat came scurrying back
under the lee of the flagship.

The officers and men disappeared
from the decks of the New York like
magic, and in less time than it takes
to'tell it, one six-inch gun from her bow
belched forth. The evening was fad-
ing fast. Quick, good work was neces-
sary. Another shot from the flagship,
one more from the shore.and the fort's
guns were silenced. Three six-inch
shells had sufficed. Five more shots
put a quietus on the fortifications.

The first shot was fired at 6:20. At
(!:.'{"> the New York let go two six-inch
shells at the fortifications. There was
no answer from the shore. Ten min-
utes later the flagship let go two of her
eight-inch turret guns, and the shriek-
ing shells left a trail of fire easily seen
in the dark shadows of the evening.

At this time the shore was hardly vis-
ible, and the New York put back to
her station.

THE CABANAS AFFAIR.

Full Details as Given by a Witness
on Board the Flagship.

ON BOARD THE FLAGSHIP NEW
YORK, April 29, 11 a. m. (via Key
West. April 90).? (Copyrighted, 1898,
by the Associated Press). ?The full de-
tails of the Cabanas affair are that the
New York was lying quietly outside the
picturesque harbor of Cabanas about
two miles off shore, an inspection trip
of the coast having just been com-
pleted. The flagship was accompanied
by the torpedo boats Porter and Krice-
son. A return to the station off Morro
Castle, Havana, was contemplated, and
the band was playing its usual dinner
music, when, from .a hill to the east-
ward of Cabanas harbor, came the
sound of volley firing. It was plainly
a small arms attack, though no smoke
was seen. The enemy was thought to
be hidden close to the beach, and in
front of a ruined white building, which
sloped as if it once had been the
hacienda of a tobacco plantation. Now
and again individual firing was heard,

and well-regulated volleys continued at
intervals. It was conjectured that one
troop of cavalry, dismounted, was doing
the firing.

The officers of the flagship stood on
her deck trying to ascertain definitely
the exact location of the enemy, more
amused than annoyed at this novel
method of attacking an armored cruis-
er. However. Rear-Admiral Sampson
and Captain Chadwick decided that the
lesson taught at Matanzas must be
taught again at Cabanas.

"Man the port battery," was the or-
der.

At a few minutes past 6 o'clock the
4-inch guns in the after port battery-
sent a shot flying over the water into
Cuba's soil, raising a little cloud of dust
about Pk> yards in front of the hacien-
da, and just above where the Spanish
cavalry stood. Before the hills, grow-
ing dim in the evening mist, had ceased
echoing and reverberating the first re-
port, the other 4-inch gun In the after
battery had landed its projectile. A
few more shots from this battery were
fired,' but the ground was evidently
damp, as no dust arose, and it was
hard to tell where the shell fell. They

were fired at 3,HR> yards' range. The
Spaniards were not heard from after
the first shot.

The New York then turned her bow
eastward. The target practice was ap-

parently over for the evening. Her
starboard batteries now bore on the
coast.

A moment or so later Captain Chad-
wick saw the Spanish cavalry, then
mounted, ascend a hillside toward the
hacienda, and he personally trained a
4-inch gun and planted two shots, the
second one plumping right among the
Spaniards, who scattered in all direc-
tions.

The New York then steamed about
toward Morro Castle, and the band of
the flagship continued its musical pro-
gramme.

Most of the crew were on deck
watching this little lesson given to the
Spaniards, but there was no excite-
ment.

The trip, which ended in the target
practice at Cabanas, commenced about
noon, when the flagship, with the Eric-
cson and Porter, started westward. The
Admiral was anxious to personally in-
vestigate the blockaded harbors. When
Mariel, twenty-five miles from Ha-
vana, was reached the flagship came
to a standstill, and the gunboat Cas-
tine, which was guarding that port,
was hailed. Cax>tain Berry thereupon
went on board the flagship and had a
consultation with the Admiral. A care-
ful inspection of Mariel harbor revealed
the presence of two small Spanish
gunboats and four schooners, well in
behind an old fashioned martello to wet-

on one side, and a flimsy fort on the
other.

The combined battery of the two
??fortifications" is one muzzle loading
cannon. The last block house of the
westward trocha loomed up on a sharp
bluff shadowing the little town.

It is believed that in spite of its peace-
ful abearance, mines have been laid
beneath the smooth waters of Cabanas
harbor.

The blockade confines as before. The
flagship lies to the westward of Havana.

The tornedo boat Porter, while close
in to shore last night, reports having
been fired on by the Cojimar battery,

which is to the eastward of Morro Cas-
tle. Tho Porter escaped unscathed.

The coast of Cuba is being carefully
patrolled by the Spanish cavalry.

Captain Taylor of the Indiana came
on board the flagship to-day and had a
long consultation with Rear Admiral
Sampson.

News of the movements of the United
States army is eagerly awaited by the
fleet, and there is much speculation as
to when the troops will be ready.

The weather, which is cool and calm,
could not be more suitable for military
operations.

While the Dauntless, the dispatch
boat of the Assocated Press, was mak-
ing her way from Key West early this
morning, she was sighted by the flag-
ship. The lookouts on the New York
were unable to make out her identity,
owing to the mist and the distance
which separated her from the flagshin,
and a 4-inch shell was fired in her di-
rection. It was aimed at the Daunt-
less, but was only sent near enough to
make her heave to. The Dauntless,
thinking she was being fired at by the
Spanish boat, promptly put about an 1
steamed away. Then she was recog-
nied, and a few minutes later the re-
cognition became mutual, and the
Dauntless ran alongside the New York.
Dated she proceded to Matanzas.

Hearing that mines and earthworks
were being placed and built at Mariel.
in the province of Pinar del Rio, not
far from Havana, the flagship then
moved in that direction, accompanied
by three torpedo-boats, but there were
no signs of movements at Mariel, and
the flagship proceeded to a point twen-
ty-five miles west of Havana and about
ten miles beyond Mariel. There suspi-
cious movements were observed' ashore,
probably by workmen on the fortifica-
tions. Consequently the flagship fired
three shots in that direction from one
of her big guns. The firing, however,
brought no response, and the flagship
returned to her station.

A strict watch against a possible tor-
pedo attack is being kept on board the
flagship. All the available officers take
deck watches at night, including the
Chaplain, paymaster's clerk and As-
sistant Surgeon.

The small craft captured by the W:l :
mington yesterday was only taken to
Key West because her crew were mem-
bers of the second Spanish naval re-
serve. It is thought that they might
be members of the crew of one of the
torpedo gunboats, for which vessels a
very sharp lookout is being kept.

IN THE PHILIPPINES.

A Naval Battle Already Thought to
Have Taken Place.

NEW YORK. April 30?A dispatch to
the "World" from Singapore says: Tlie
naval battle between the United States
and Spanish fleets may have been
fought off the Philippine Islands, it is
thought here.

The deepest interest in the result of
it is felt in this British colony.

Admiral Montejo, the Spanish com-
mander, has only three effective fight-
ing ships among the large number un-
der his command. These are the sin-
gle-screw second-class cruiser Reina
Christina, of 3,000 tons, and the single-
screw third-class unprotected cruisers
Don Antonio de Ulloa and Don Juan
de Austria, of 1,150 tons each. The
rest of the fleet will be of little fighting
value while in combat with the modern
vessels of the United States squadron.

The truth regarding the battle is not
likely to be known until Commodore
Dewey, the American commander, gets
control of the cables at the Philippine
Islands. All telegraph messages from
there now are vigilantly watched and
rigorously censored by the Spanish offi-
cials.

Commodore Dewey has with him on
the flagship Olympia for consultation
a former Philippine rebel General, Jose
Alexandrino. This officer is the son of
a wealthy and influential sugar planter
of Arayal. Pampanga Province. Th'
father was taken from his estate by
the Spanish and deported because he
had been denounced by the priests as a
rebel. He died from the exposur - Mid
privations to which he was subjected

on the road, having been compelled to
travel while he was critically ill.

General Alexandrino was educated in
Belgium as a civil engineer, and took a
leading part in the late rebellion. He
will be of great assistance to the Com-
modore. Moreover, the knowledge that
he is with the American squadron will
encourage the natives ashore to revolt.

General Aguinaldo, the head of the
insurrection, whose name is a talisman
among the natives, will take an active
part himself soon in organizing and
directing military operations on the isl-
ands. His efforts will tell in aiding
the American commander's operations
at sea and in liberating the Philippines
from Spanish misrule. It would be pre-
mature for me to tell at this time what

| his plans are for future movements and
jaction in the war.

General Aguinaldo had a private con-
fidential interview a short time ago

with the editor of the Singapore "Free
Press" in the office of that journal. His
disappearance from Hongkong having
been reported to the Spanish Consul
here, efforts amounting to political es-
pionage were made to discover the
presence and plans of the Philippine
refugee, if in Singapore. The local Ma-

!lay police were employed secretly for
jthis purpose, but the exposure of the
| Consul's action in the "Free Press"
jcalled the attention of the Governor,

| Sir Charles Mitchell, to the improper

Iintluence brought to bear on the police.
IThis will not occur again.

DEWEY'S FLEET.

Would Have a Difficult Task in
Capturing Manila.

HONGKONG, April 30?(2:30 p. m.)
?The British steamer Meanon, which
has just arrived here from Manila, re-
ports having seen the Spanish fleet
cruising outside of Alanila. She also
met the British steamer Esmeralda,
chartered by the banking companies of
this place, which is on her way to Ma-
nila to take on board the specie there.
She did not see any vessels of the
United States fleet. The latter is sup-
posed to be close in shore, trying to

communicate with the insurgents pre-
paratory to continuing on to Manila.

If the reports which are current here
are correct, the United States fleet has
a difficult task to accomplish. It is
said that the entrance of Manila Bay
is commanded by from fifty to sixty-
heavy guns, well placed, and it is add-
ed that it will be impossible for the
American warships to enter the bay

without battleships, or without the co-
operation of a strong land force. There-
fore, it is believed, Commodore Dewey
will not attempt to force an entrance
into the harbor, but will blockade it

until the insurgents move on Manila.
Agents of the insurgents here are

trying to charter a steamer, in expecta-
tion of being able to transport a force
of insurgents to the vicinity of Manila
and capture the strong fortress of Cav-
iet, inside Manila Bay.

The cable to Manila is still intact,

but the transmission of news regard-
ing military movements in the Philip-
pines is barred.

The British warships and torpedo
boats at Hongkong have been forbidden
to commence fresh repairs, which would
seem to indicate the possibility of a
movement in the near future upon the
part of the British fleet.

GERMAN CRUISER IRENE.

Sails For Manila to Protect German
Interests There.

NAGASK I, April 30.?The second-
class German cruiser Irene, carrying

a crew of over 3.">0 men, has started for
Manila, to protect German interests.
She is a steel vessel of 4.400 tons dis-
placement and 8,000 indicated horse-
power. She was built in ISB7 and ca-
pable of steaming about nineteen knots.
Her heaviest guns are four five-inch
rifles and eight four-inch quick-firing
guns.

LOYAL JEWS.

|Demonstrate Their Patriotism For
the Cause of the United States.

CHICAGO. April 30.?Three thousand
Jewish residents of Chicago to-day took

'part in probably the most unique dem-
jonstration of patriotism in the United
I States since the war with Spain began.
In the language of the most ancient of
nations, and according to the forms of
the religion of Moses, prayers were of-
fered in the Jewish Tabernacle of Anshe
Knesseth Israel for the protection and
guidance of President McKinley, for
the success of our army in the war with

! Spain, and the continued welfare and
jprosperity of the United States Gov-
I ernment.

Rev. Israel Kupfer, the Rabbi of the
congregation, conducted the services,
which took the place of the principal
Sabbath celebration. A large number
of those in attendance are still unac-
quainted with the English language,
being chiefly Russian refugees. The
men had their shoulders draped with
the regulation scarf and gown prescrib-
ed by the religious rites.

William Zolotokoff delivered the prin-
cipal address. He declared it was a

peculiar and providential happening
that in a land of liberjty the Jews as-
sembled as respected citizens of a great
nation to pray for the success of the
armies of their country as against the
army of a nation that had persecuted
and oppressed their ancestors.

"The persecution of the Jew," he said,

"was the beginning of the decline of
Spain. To-day Spain is tottering to
extinction, while the people she sought
to destroy are hopeful and strong. The
Jew who enjoys the freedom of this
country is willingto give his life to
the end that freedom to the posses-
sions of Spain in this hemisphere be at-
tained, and he will rejoice in the down-
fall of the nation that once drove his
people from her shores."

Death of a Retired Army Officer.

ST. PAUL, April 30.?Brevet Briga-
dier-General Edwin C. Mason, U. S. A.,
retired, died at his home in this city
at 2:15 o'clock this afternoon. His
affection was acute heart disease, with
numerous complications. The General
was 07 years of age, and his life had
been chiefly spent in arduous duties in
the military service. He was stricken
while at church some weeks ago.

Fred Grant Commissioned a Colonel
ALBANY (N. V.), April 30.?Gover-

nor Black has commissioned Frederick
Dent Grant as Colonel of the Four-
teenth Regiment.

Acquitted of Murder.
CAMDEN (N. J.). April 3<».?The jury

in the case of Eli Shaw, charged with
the murder of his grandmother last Oc-
tober, this morning returned a verdict
of not guilty.

GERMANY
STRICTLY

NEUTRAL.

Emperor Joseph Pleads
With the Kaiser

To Assume an Unfriendly At-
titude Toward America,

But the Latter Insists on Retaining
the Good Will of This Country.

The Queen Regent of Spain Appeals to the
Czar of Russia to Assist Her in

Her Conflict With the
United States.

LONDON, May I.?The Vienna cor-
respondent of the "Sunday Special"
telegraphs a story to the effect that
Emperor William left Dresden last Sat-
urday after a disagreement with Em-
peror Francis Joseph arising from a
heated discussion had in the afternoon
relative to the Spanish-American war,
in which the Austrian Emperor vainly-

tried to convince the Kaiser that it is

his duty and interest to assume, if not
an unfriendly attitude toward the
United States, a modified neutrality to
Spain.

Emperor William reiterated that Ger-
many's interests pointed to a policy of
strict neutrality, and the retention of
the good-will of the mighty Republic.

QUEEN REGENT'S APPEAL TO THE
CZAR.

LONDON, May I.?The Berlin corre-
spondent of the "Sunday Special" as-
serts that the Queen Regent of Spain
has appealed to the Czar, through Em-
peror Francis Joseph of Austria, to as-
sist her in her conflict with the United
States. Emperor Nicholas replied di-
rectly to the Queen Regent, assuring

her of his deepest sympathy with Spain,
on which country the United States had
forced war, stating, however, that he
does not consider matters ripe for Rus-
sian diplomatic or military interven-
tion, but that he will do whatever is
possible at the proper time.
URUGUAY PROHIBITS RAISING

FUND FOR SPAIN.
MONTEVIDEO. April 30 (via Gal-

veston).?The Government of Uruguay

having declared neutrality during the
war between Spain and the United
States, has prohibited performances
and the raising of subscriptions in pub-
lic for the purpose of adding to the
fund being raised to increase th©
strength of the Spanish navy.

SPAIN'S NATIONAL WAR FUND.
MADRID, April 3D.?The greatest ef-

forts are being made here and through-
out the country to increase the na-
tional war fund. It is proposed, for
instance, to have tables ornamented
with the national colors at all the Ma-
drid churches throughout the month
of May. These tables will be attended
by society ladies whose names and
the amounts they collect for the fund
will be published in the newspapers.

The traditional festival on May I'd,
in honor of Daoiz Velar, will be cele-
brated by a procession of veterans to

the monument in tlie Prado, whese
open air masses wil be celebrated, ac-
companied by artilery salutes.

The Spanish colony in Mexico tele-
graphs that, besides contributing a
warship, a subscription in aid of the
national fund to increase the strength
of the Spanish navy has been opened

in Mexico and that 1.500.0U0 pesetas

have already been collected.
MADRID, April30.?10 P. m.?U.> to

this hour no news has been received
from Manila.

During the continuance of the debate
in the Chamber to-day Senor Sllvela. the
Conservative leader, declared that this
was not a moment for political discus-
sions, as the matter was now in the
hands of the army and navy.

It is pointed out here that since Ger-
many has made no declaration of neu-
trality, German factories are not pre-
cluded from supplying Spain with war
materials.
ANTI-BRITISH FELIX AT SANTI-

AGO DF. CUBA.
Kingston* (Jamacia), April SO.?Mr.

Evans, the Colonial Secretary, refused
to-day to allow an American dealer in
metals here to ship twenty tons of lead
to New Orleans, defining it as contra-

band of war.
The cable to Santiago de Cuba is

working twenty-four hours a day. Long

cipher dispatches are sent and received.
The Cubans who have just arrived

here by the steamer Remus assert that
a strong anti-British feeling prevails
in Santiago de Cul>a. The street crowds
a few nisrhts ago cried "Death to the
English" in front of the British Consu-
late and threw stones at the Consul,

who has charge of the American relief
work. He has been threatened with
personal violence. The authorities have
placed a guard over the Consulate.

G. W. Ramsden. the British Consul at
Santiago de Cuba, has cabled to the
colonial authorities his belief that a
British warship should be sent there
to protect British interests. It is prob-
able that the British third-class cruiser
Pallas, now at Port Antonio, this Isl-
and, will be sent to Santiago de Cuba.

SPANISH TORPEDO BOATS.
GIBRALTAR. April 30.?The Spanish

torpedo boats are still cruising off Ceu-
ta, on the African coast, and at the en-
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