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MILITARY
SITUATION

AT PRESENT.

No Forward Movement of
Troops to be Made,

Either Upon the Islands ot
Porto Rico or Cuba,

Until Location of Cervera's Squad-
ron is Definitely Known.

The Details of Organizing the New Force
of Seventy-Five Thousand Volunteers

Not to be Taken Up by the War
Department for Some Days.

WASHINGTON, May L>7.?The mili-
tary situation as at present determined
upon by those in authority is to make
no forward movement of troops, either
upon Porto Rico or Cuba, until full and
definite information is received as to
the location of the Spanish squadron
and its posibilities as a factor in the
aggressive movements of Spain. That
being the positive determination, there
is no present purpose to hurry forward
the troops now at the several points of
concentration, but the interval prior to

an aggressive forward movement will
be employed in seasoning the men-

Steps have been taken to secure early

Information as to whether Admiral Cer-
vt'ia's squadron is inside Santiago har-
bor, and whether the American squad-
ion has such advantage cf position out-

side the harbor as to make the escape
uf the Spaniards practically impossible.
In the absence of positive information
that the Spanish Admiral has been shut
in at Santiago, together with the cer-
tainty that he can be held inside the
harbor, there is no purpose whatever
on the part of the War Department to

make an aggressive forward movement
on Cuba and Porto Rico. Tl.ls was

stated to-night in the most positive
manner, and from an authoritative

Unless the Navy Department succeeds
in securing some direct and official in-
formation respecting the Spanish and
American fleets within the next twen-
ty-four hours through the aid of the
West Indian cables, it will resort to the
use of dispatch boats.
It can again be affirmed on the high-

est authority that at the close of the
day the Navy Department had had
nothing mure than a belief, founded
upon unofficial advices, that the Span-

ish squadron was lying in Santiago har-
bor and no news as to Commodore
Schley's whereabouts. However, the
majority of the officials of the Navy

Department entertain no doubt that
Cervera is within Santiago harbor, and
they have succeeded in impressing this
belief upon the President and the
members of the Cabinet.

The reports from the newspaper dis-
patch boats as to the movements of
Sampson s and Schley's squadrons dur-

even to the naval officers here, and one

of them called attention to a statement
coming from the West Indies to the
effect that twelve war vessels were
seen for a short time off Cienfuegos on

Wednesday. This, he thought, was

Schb y's squadron, and in that case he
could scarcely have covered the dis-
tance between Cienfuegos and Santiago

with a slow moving lleet of ironclads in
less tbuti two day« in which case

Schley would not be due off Santiago

until some time to-day. Of course all
this is speculative, but it shows there
is still an element of doubt in the de-
partment's calculations as to the
whereabouts of the fleets.
It was announced to-day that Hol-

land, the inventor of the submarine
boat of that name, was expected here

to-morrow to discuss with Captain

O'Neil, Chief of Ordnance, the feasi-

bility of using ihe novel craft in an at-

tack upon the Spanish squadron at San-

tiago if the vessels are still there. The

officials are disposed to receive in a

kindly spirit any suggestion that might

prove to be valuable in this line, and
they will talk with Mr. Holland over

the details of his scheme.
An important phase to the military

programme is a decision not to take
up the details of organizing the new
force of 75,000 volunteers for at least
a week or ten days. At the Cabinet
meeting to-day inquiry was made of
Secretary Alger as to what steps he
I Dosed taking on the organizing of
this large additional force of volunteers.
Uis reply was that he had not even
considered the details of this question,
and that his plan was not to take up

the matter for a week or ten days. In
the meantime no conclusion has been
reached a? to whether a portion of the
Fo.OOO volunteers will be used to re-
cruit the regiments remaining unfilled
under the first call for 12."i.0'cX> volun-
teers, which would take about 4<),o<X»
men from the second call. This would
leave u">,WO men to be organized in dis-

tinctively new regiments. It would
have the advantage of filling every reg-
iment in the service, instead of leav-
ing most of them with a depleted or-
ganization. On the other hand, it
would destroy the integrity of this
force of 75,000 volunteers as a second
reserve.

The "War Department is anxious to
obtain the views of the Governors of
th»- states and Territories in regard to

the rilling of their maximum strength
the regiments already furnished by
them under the first call of the Presi-
dent, and with this object in view
Adjutant-General Corbin to-day sent
telegrams asking the several Govern-
ors to make recommendations to the
department on this subject.

A number of minor points coming up
constantly in relation to the second call
for volunteers are being passed upon
in a general way at this time. For in-
stance, the question arose to-day as to

Whether colored officers as well as col-
ored troops would be taken as a part
of the organizations offered. General
Alger at once decided that if a colored
company had efficient, soldierly colored
officers, they were as much entitled to
recognition and acceptance in the mil-
itary service as were the troops them-
selves. He made this decision known
to the Governor of Indiana, who asked
for information, and he stated the same
thing to Representative Hull of lowa,

who has an organization of colored
men with colored officers in his district.
In this connection, it developed that
colored men are being considered for
some of the staff appointments, and
the Surgeon-General of the aimy has
accepted a colored man as a surgeon,
with the rank of Captain. The col-
ored surgeon will be assigned to a
colored regiment, and colored troops

and colored officers will be kept to-
gether as far as possible.

FLEETS IN WEST INDIES.

Secretary Long Without Informa-
tion as to Their Whereabouts.

WASHINGTON, May 27?When Sec-
retary Long started for the Cabinet
:meeting to-day he was without infor-
mation in addition to that possestd yes-

terday morning as to the movement of
'of the fleets in the West Indies. Not-
:withstanding the repeated statements

the Navy Department had been
jin communication with Commodore
jSchley off Santiago, the Secretary
| stated that he had not received any
message from Commodore Schley since
his brief report made several days ago

I from another point in Cuba. There-
fore the department is in exactly the
position it has occupied for the last
few days, so far as its knowledge of
the fleets goes; it is has heard through

junofficial (it is hoped reliable) sources
jthat the fleet is in Santiago harbor,
;and that Schley is lying in wait out-
side.

The department, having waited as
long as dignity seemed to require fur

! news directly from the squadron, it is
believed, has now taken steps to se-
jture it through its own inquiries, and
.-consequently it may be expected at
'any moment that some of the dispatch
jboats or scouting vessels will bring

jnews of the squadron to one of the ca-
! ble stations, probably in Hayti, fur

jtransmission to the Navy Department.
There was a revival this morning of

the almust daily rumor that General
'Miles was about to depart on his trip
to Tampa, which is, of course, con-

strued to mean the direct beginning of
the invasion of Cuba. As a matter of

[fact, there is just as much foundation
jfor this statement to-day as during any
iday in the past week. The command-
ing General has had a special car
jready for himself and staff lying in
ithe Pennsylvania Railway station in
this city ready to start at a moment's
notioe for Tampa. He himself has been

; anxious to depart for many days past,
and has been restrained only because

! conditions were not ripe for the move-
!ment. When that time arrives a start
| will be made, but whether it will be
1 to-night Is absolutely not known at
this moment even to General Miles, himself.

The calling of the conference at the
;White House yesterday led to the re-
jvival of the rumor uf an immediate
movement upon Cuban and Porto Rico.

11t may be stated, however, upon the
ibest authority that it has not yet been
finally decided when to begin the Cu-
ban invasion, and, as far as Porto Rico
is concerned, whether to attempt an OC-

: cupation of that island at all or not.
In other words, the plans are in a

; tentative state, subject to alterations
\u25a0at any moment, as conditions develop.
j Another rumor, which was revived
ito-day with some degree of plausibility,
(related to certain attempts on the part.

lof representatives of European Powers
|to secure peace through direct repre-
jsentations to the United States Gov-
jernment. As was the case with like
rumors, this was absolutely denied by

(the State Department, and so far as
iis known neither in Europe to the
i United States representatives nor in
jWashington has our Government been
approached on the subject. The fre-

Iquent repetition of this story is believed
iby the officials to be perhaps in the
jexecution of a policy of inquiry, with a
[view to sounding public sentiment in
jthis country as to the terms of peace
.that probably will be acceptable. The
'conditions mentioned in these stories?

? the retention by Spain of the Philip-
| pines and Porto Rico in return for the
(release of Cuba?represent the very
minimum offer that might be expected

!of the Spanish side, but as most
peace treaties are in the nature of com.

' promise bargains, it cannot be sup-
jposed, of course, that that is the max-
; imum price Spain expects to pay for
\u25a0 her indulgence in a losing war.
| | The Navy Department is making
ready for the purchase of a number

\u2666cf small' steam craft to supplant the
mosquito fleets on the coast. The chief
'of the mosquito fleet, Admiral Erben,
at New York, has submitted to the Na-
vy Department a list of over I<*> such
jcraft which have been examined and
[found suitable. The department was
Iprevented from making any purchases
[on this core, because it lacked the neo
;essary authorization, but now that Con.
igress has passed and the President ap-
!proved an Act appropriating $3*000,0 *\u25ba
ifor the purchase of such vessels, it will
begin at once to acquire them.

MOVE AGAINST ISLANDS.

None to be Made Until Spanish
Fleet is Disposed of.

WASHINGTON, Xtg 27?At the

close of the Cabinet meeting to-day

it was authoritatively stated that al-
though the Government had no official
information on the subject, there was

| n > reasonable doubt that Admiral Cer-
vera's fleet was in Santiago harbor,

I and that Commodore Schley was on
guard at the entrain--. Although the
Information upon which this belief is
based is regarded as entirely trust-
worthy, the Government will make no
important move or change its plans in
the absence of direct confirmation from
official sources. It was also stated that
any contemplated movement against
Cuba or Porto Rico would be held in
abeyance until the Spanish fleet either
jwas destroyed or otherwise rendered
| helpless to seriously interfere with our
plans in any direction. The Cabinet
discussed the situation at length, but
nothing of great consequence was de-
cided upon.

The work of equipping and mobiliz-
I ing the volunteer army will be pushed
with all possible vigor, with a view to
being in perfect readiness for any call
that might be made when the Spanish
Beet shall no longer be a serious factor
in the war problem. All of the mem-
bers of the Cabinet were present ex-

I cept Attorney General Griggs, who i3
at his home in New Jersey.

TWO MORE TRANSPORTS.

The Pacific Mail Steamships Colon
and China Chartered.

WASHINGTON, May '27.? Two more
steamships, the China and the Colon
of the Pacific Mail Steamship Com-
pany, were chartered to-day by As-
sistant Secretary Meiklejohn of the
War Department to carry troops to the
Philippine Islands. The vessels, it is
understood, carry fully 2,500 men, and
if they can be made ready in time will
form part of the second expedition to
the islands.

Mr. Meiklejohn succeeded in com-
municating with C. P. Huntington, the
President of the Pacific Mail Steamship
Company, by telegraph in lowa last
night, while the latter was on his way
East, and as a result of propositions
the China and Colon were secured. The
latter vessel is at San Francisco,
where she is loading a commercial
cargo for the Orient, and was expected
to sail to-morrow. The China arrived
at San Francisco to-day. As soon as
practicable these ships will be turned
over to the Quartermaster's Depart-
ment for such changes as may be nec-
essary.

Five vessels are now available for the
second expedition to the Philippines, the
Centennial, Zealandia, Ohio, Colon and
China. The combined capacity is ap-
proximately 5,000 men, and it is the
opinion of the officials here that they
may be ready to sail for Manila some
time next week.

The acquisition of the China and the
Colon is a source of satisfaction to Mr.
Meiklejohn, who says that the depart-
ment is now in much better shape as
regards transportation. He explains
that there is no desire on the part of
the Government to impress vessels into
the service, unless such action is abso-
lutely essential for its purposes. The
Government wants to be absolutely fair
in its terms of charter, but at the same
time believes that it is paying for the
vessels all that they are worth.

It may be interesting to vessel own-
ers to knnv +Mt the decision has been
reached by Mr. Meiklejohn in making

contracts in the future to concede to
them certain features relating to crew
and fuel, which were embodied in the
charter of the Pekin by the Navy De-
partment.

No further steps have been taken by
the War Department to obtain the six
ships of the Northern Pacific Company,
for which the agents are holding out
fur a larger amount of money
than the Government is disposed to
pay. Mr. Meiklejohn declines to give
any more than last proposed, believing
the benefits which would accrue to the
ships from an American register would
more than compensate them for the
lower prices at which vessels are asked
to be turned over.

IMMUNE REGIMENTS.

General Rules for Examination of
Applicants for Commissions.

WASHINGTON. May 27.?The War
Department has issued a series of gen-
eral rules for the examination of appli-
cants for commissions in the United
States volunteer infantry (immune)
regiments. Applicants will be examined
with reference to their mental, morn!
and physical fitness to hold a commis-
sion and perform the duties of a com-
missioned officer in an infantry regi-
ment. In determining fitness the Board
of Examiners will give due weight to
the following:

The nature and the length of the ap-
plicant's military education.

The time, if any. the applicant has
lived in tropical climates, and the gen-
eral nature of his experience in such
climates.

The facility with which applicant can
speak foreign languages, if at all, par-
ticularly Spanish.

The Examining Board will also give
due weight- to the following:
1 The ability of the applicant to take
proper care of himself and of men com-
mitted fco his care under all conditions,
so far as the same can be judged by
the experience and record of the appli-
cant-

The ability of the applicant to com-
mand men so far as can be judged by
his experience and record.

The examinations are not to be com-
petitive, but the Board of Examiners
will pass upon the qualifications of each
applicant, and recommend to the Ad-
jutant General of the army the rank
which may properly be conferred upon
such applicants.

ENGAGEMENT AT SAN JUAN.

Admiral Sampson's Report to the
Navy Department.

WASHINGTON. May 27.?The fol-
lowing bulletin was posted at the Navy
Department to-day:

The following is a copy of a report
made by Rear Admiral Sampson, con-
cerning the action at San Juan de
Porto Rico:

"Upon approaching San Juan 'it was
seen that none of the Spanish vessels
were in the harbor. It was, therefore,
considerably in doubt whether they had
reached San Juan and again departed
for some unknown destination, or
whether they had not arrived. As their
capture was the object of the expedi-
tion, and as it was essential that they
should not pass to the westward. I de-
termined to attack the batteries defend-
ing the port in order to develop their
positions and strength, and then, with-
out waiting to reduce the city or sub-

ADMIRAL
CERVERA'S

SQUADRON.

The Spanish Fleet Still
/ at Santiago,

According to Advices Received
at Madrid From Blanco.

Also Sa d That an American Fleet Is
Blockading the Harbor.

Blanco Admits That His Opposing the Cap-
ture of the French Steamer Lafayette

Was Because She Carried Coal
for the Spanish,

MADRID, May 27?Blanco cables
that Cervera's squadron is still at San-
tiago, and that the bulk of Sampson's
squadron is blockading that port.
Schley's squadron is watching the Yu-
catan passage.

A dispatch from Havana says Cap-
tain-General Blanco has received news
that nearly thirty American vessels
were yesterday seen in front of Carde-
nas.

Blanco cables that the trover Ter-
ror arrived at Fajardo, Port > Rico. She
intended to go to San Juan but found
four American warships cruising In
front of the harbor.

General Blanco also cables that he
opposed the departure of the French
steamer Lafayette with a cargo of coal,
as the coal was required for Spanish
ships.

The "Imparcial" reiterate* to-day
that Admiral Cervera is at Santiago de
Cuba, which port, it says, possesses ad-
vantages over Cienfuegos.

FROM ANOTHER SOURCE.
CHICAGO. May 27.?A private cable

to the Associated Press from a reliable
person in Port au Prince, Hayti, dated
May 2.">th, asserts that he had positive

information that at that time Admiral
Cervera's fleet was in the harbor of
Santiago de Cuba.

HAVE AMERICANS BEEN OUT-
WITTED.

LONDON, May 28.?A dispatch to the
"Daily Tel-graph" from Kingston, Ja-
maica, says:

Despite the most energetic search, the
whereabouts of the Spanish squadron
remain unknown to the American au-
thorities.

' I am afraid there is little chance of
meeting the Spanish fleet. The proba-
bilities are that Cervera, after discharg-
ing ammunition and supplies for Blan-
co at Santiago, put out again, ran
down the Caribbean to Martinique, and
got out into the Atlantic by the same
way he entered.

"In this way it appears the Spanish
fleet has completely outmaneuvered
the American commanders, and has
succeeded in concealing its movements,
although th- Americans have some sev-
enty warships patrolling the West In-
dian waters.

"It is reported that severe fighting
took place between the insurgents
Spanish near Cienfuegos on Sunday, in
which the Spaniards lost killed and
wounded."

NA V V DEPARTMENT THOUGHT TO
HAVE INFORMATION.

WASHINGTON, May 27?There is
reason to believe that the naval offi-
cers to-night received dispatches from
Admiral Sampson, although at 11:30 p.
m. no bulletins had been made public.

The Associated Press has already an-
nounced that at 2 o'clock this morning
the dispatch boat Dolphin of Commo-
dore Schley's squadron ran alongside
the flagship New York, which was
then off Havana and informed her that
she bore dispatches for Admiral Samp-
son from Commodore Schley. It is
considered probable these dispatches
contained information of the precise
whereabouts of the Cape Verde squad-

ron, and quite naturally the informa-
tion would be sent to tbe naval author-
ities here as soon as boats and tele-
graph wires could carry it.

That the naval officials have received
information is not doubted, but as yet

they have not admitted the fact.

THE CADIZ FLEET.
NEW YORK, May 27.?A dispatch to

the "Herald" from Gibraltar says:

The warships at Cadiz, forming

Spain's reserve squadron under com-
mand of Admiral Camara are busy test-
ing their guns and machinery prepar-
atory to their departure from that port.

Their destination cannot be ascertained.
Large quantities of coal continue to

arrive at Cadiz.

COMMODORE SCHLEY

Informed That the Spanish Fleet
Entered Santiago.

OFF CIENFUEGOS, VIAU. S. GUN-
BOAT HAWK. MONDAY, May 23. -
(Delayed in transmission.) Filed Jack-
sonville, Fla.. May 27, 8 p. m.?(Copy-
righted. IS9B, by the Associated Press.)
?The arrival of the gunboat Hawk, a
converted yacht, put the flying squad-

Ron this morning into a state of fer-
ment and anticipation.

She brought news that the Spanish
squadron under Admiral Cervera, for
which Commodore Schley is looking,
was at Santiago de Cuba. Commodore
Schley made immediate preparations to
go in pursuit of the enemy, but as the
ships were somewhat short of coal, he
had to wait in a state of great Impa-
tience while the battleship lowa took
on ,r><K.> tons and the other ships 'S*>
tons each.

This coaling was conducted with the
aid of the collier Merrimac, which ar-
rived at 8 o'clock this morning in
company with the gunboat Castine.
The squadron is to leave this afternoon
in a chase after the Spaniards, and it
is hoped that Commander Schley will
find them bottled up in the harbor of
Santiago.

The flying squadron is now one of the
strongest aggregations of lighting ships
ever gathered together. It consists of
the Brooklyn (flagship), the battle-
ships Massachusetts, lowa and Texas,
the cruiser Marblehead, the gunboat
Castine and the torpedo boat Dupont.
It has a plentiful supply of coal, and
can stay for a long time at sea. The
men are nut only anxious but eager
to fight, and they express great satis-
faction at learning the whereabouts of
the enemy.

A close examination was made of the
harbor of Cienfuegos last night, but
nothing was seen which in Commodore
Schley's opinion would warrant an at-
tack.

Some concern is felt for the Scor-
pion, which left here last night to take
dispatches to the cruiser Minneapolis
at Santiago. The dispatches of Com-
modore Schley are in cipher, and can-
not be read if captured.

About noon the British ship Adula,
bound from Kingston with orders from
United States Consul Dent to bring off
refugees from Cienfuegos, was hailed,
and Captain Walker said he had seen
the Spanish fleet at Santiago de Cuba
on the previous Thursday, but. under-
stood it was bound for Cienfuegos.

Tuesday: Still off Cienfuegos. (lam
sending this by one of the Associated
Press dispatch boats.)

The flying squadron was reinforced
this morning by the addition of the
cruiser Marblehead and the gunboat
Eagle. It was lying off the harbor, and
the arrival of these two vessels may as-
sist in solving the question of what
is. concealed in the deep harbor which
lies at the end of a long and tortuous
channel, narrow enough at places to
prohibit an entrance being made by
a fleet, except in single column.

The information given by the refu-
gees is to the effect that there are
twenty-one mines laid in this channel,
all contact mines. When they were
originally laid the intention was to set
them off by electricity; but there was
some failure and they were changed
to explode by contact. It is also said
that there are sixteen gunboats of the
enemy in the harbor, and many thou-
sands of Spanish troops on shore.

A clear view of the harbor is not
available from the American ships, and
it is possible that the Spanish fleet is
far inside.

This would be much more advan-
tageous place to land supplies and
troops than Santiago, because of the
fact that there is a railroad connec-
tion with Havana, while Santiago is cut
off by the insurgents.

A strict censorship of news relating
to future movements of the squadron
has been established by Commodore
Schley.

The cruiser Marblehead landed 3.000
rounds of ammunition for the insur-
gents to-day (Tuesday), and knocked
down a block signal house of the
enemy.

TRAPPING OF CERVERA.

iBelieved That Schley Has Accom-
plished the Act.

OFF THE NORTHERN COAST OF
CUBA,May -7 (via Key West.) ?(Copy-

[righted. 1898, by the Associated Press).
?At 10 o'clock last night the Dolphin
ran alongside the flagship New York.
Her light showed that she bore dis-
patches for Rear-Admiral Sampson.
The commander of the Dolphin shouted
through the megaphone: "I have dis-
patches from Commodore Schley to the
Commander-in-Chief." A cheer went
up from the decks. Commodore Schley's

dispatches were dated off Cienfuegos.
"Absolutely nothing definite can be

said," was the reply which Captain
Chad wick of the New York made to
a question as to what transpired.

Since he heard of Admiral Cervera's
arrival at Curacoa. Rear-AdmiraJ
Sampson has repeatedly said he be-
lieved the Spaniards would go to
Cienfuegos or Santiago. To prove the
Admiral was almost sure the Spanish

fleet would be caught, the following can
be given without a breach of confi-
dence: When the ships of Commodore
Schley's fleet were sailing out of Key

West under Rear-Admiral Sampson's
orders the Admiral set this signal to
Captain Phillips of the Texas: "You
are going to nab the Spanish, and
good luck to you."
j Since then Rear-Admiral Sampson
has been cruising around as a purely
precautionary measure. He thorough-
ly believed Commodore Schley would
bottle up the Spaniards either in Cien-
fuegos or at Santiago, but he took all
measures to guard against a possible
evasion of Commodore Schley by the
enemy, and any attempt to make Ha-
vana through- the eastern or western
passage, though there is little doubt
that the Commodore, had he met the
Spanish fleet, could have defeated
them.

There is good reason to believe from
a strategic point of view that more
can be gained by the Spaniards being
bottled up in Santiago than in an en-
gagement, v hich, though it would re-
sult in victory for the Americans, might
have resulted in some damage to our
ships.

In the harbor of Santiago the Span-
ish fleet will be helpless. The channel
leading into the harbor is narrow, and
the enemy can either be kept a prisoner
there, by sinking a few hulks in the
channel, or he can be destroyed by a
superior force.

If Commodore Schley has success-
fully accomplished his object, there
now seems nothing to prevent active
operations on the part of the army.

That is the idea of the best naval au-
thorities. The climate in Cuba is not

what it was a month ago, but it is
much better than it will be a month
hence, ahd before another Spanish
fleet can reach these waters the naval
authorities hope to have troops in pos-
session of the base of operations in
Cuba. The navy-will be able to cover
the landing of the troops, and enable
the military forces to get ashore with-
out hindrance.
i Intense enthusiasm reigns to-night

among the officers and the men over
the news, although it is not absolutely
certain.

Since Rear-Admiral Sampson's
squadron left Key West an intensely
close watch has been kept for the
Spanish fleet, in spite of tho belief that
it was at the south of Cuba. Several
false alarms have been given, the men
on the lookout in the tops being so
anxious to catch sight of the Span-
iards that they would see five columns
of smoke when only one was really dis-
cernible, and that the smoke of one of
Rear-Admiral Sampson's own boats.

The fleet as at present constituted,
without Commodore Schley's command
and without the ships actually engaged
in the blockade, forms the most power-
ful squadron ever assembled by the
United States navy. Then, again. Com-
modore Schley's ships are fully able to
defeat the Spanish force under Admiral
Cervera, even under conditions favor-
able to the enemy, a state of things
which la nut thought to exist at San-
tiago de Cuba. It would be mere pas-
time for the Massachusetts, Texas and
lowa to sink the Vizcaya, Almirante
Oquendo. Cristobal Colon and Maria
Teresa if they attempt to file out of
the harbor.
SPECULATION AS TO POSSIBLE

RESULT.
NEW YORK, May L'7?A dispatch to

the "Herald" from Paris says:
Now that the presence ot Admiral

Cervera's squadron in the Bay of San-
tiago is established, naval experts are
busy studying the problem as to what
will be the probable result in case he is
attacked.

In general Cervera is- thought to have
scored a point, and to have acted both
prudently and rationally in shutting
himself up in the bay. Marc Landry,
in the "Figaro," may be taken as re-
porting the opinions of the most of the
naval officers here. He says this:

'"Spain's only policy is to prolong the
war, without giving a chance for a de-
cisive battle until the odds for victory
are all in her favor. By taking refuge

in the Bay of Santiago, out of reach of
the enemy's cannon. Admiral Cervera
has carried out a policy that circum-
stances have rendered it imperative for
his country to follow, seeing that by
gaining time he enables a junction to be
effected with him by the reserve squad-
ron now being fitted out at Cadiz.

"By entering the bay Cervera im-
mobolizes part of the American squad-
ron. He is completely sheltered in a
magnificent harbor, where he can pro-
vision his ships, rest his crews and put

the boilers of his engines in good order.
He compels his adversary to maintain
a strict blockade, that is to say to be
continually on the alert in all weathers,

to use his coal and wear out his en-
gines and boilers. Finally, he gives
Admiral Camara time to cross the At-
lantic and to joinforces with him or at-
tack another point, in which case part

of the forces blockading Santiago will
have to be called away."

M. Landry considers the possibility of
the Americans trying to cut out Cer-
vera, but thinks the operation so dan-
gerous a one that it is hardly likely it
will be attempted. The sum total of
his opinion is that Spain has no reason
to be downcast over the turn taken in
the conduct of the war.

The "Gaulois," on the other hand,

thinks Cervera is in a dangerous posi-
tion. He is, it says, shut up until the
day he chooses to give battle. This
cannot be long postponed, as his pres-
ence at Havana will become a neces-
sity to prevent disembarkment of the
American expedition. In any case vic-
tory will not be so easily won as Dew-
ey's was. Cervera's forces are about
equal to the American forces. Besides
this, he is supported by good forts and
batteries. Cervera's success then will
depend upon his skill and the marks-
manship of his artillerymen.

CHASING A STEAMSHIP.

The Bancroft After a Supposed
Spanish Auxiliary Cruiser.

KEY WEST. May 21 ? A Spanish
steamship, thought to be an auxiliary

cruiser, was sighted by the United
States warships Wilmington and Ban-
croft, fifteen miles off Key West fast
night, and at last accounts she was be-
ing chased by the Bancroft.

The ship chased by the Bancroft was
a three-masted steamer, and apparent-

ly a merchantman of large tonnage. She
had one smokestack. No doubt was
entertained of her being a Spaniard,
because when the Bancroft put after
her she steamed away at full speed.

The Wilmington was coming in here
for coal when, at about 5:30 last even-

ing, between twelve and fifteen mites
off Key West, she saw the smoke of a
steamer, and turned in this direction.
About the same time the Bancroft came
along and asked the Wilmington if she
had seen anything of a three-masted
steamer which had chased the auxiliary

gunboat Eagle. The Wilmington then
notified the Bancroft of the three-mast-
ed steamer, and while doing so a stran-

ger hove in sight. The Bancroft Went
after her, and the vessel headed south-
east, with the Bancroft going full speed
after her. The chase was a most ex-
citing one when the Wilmington last
saw the two vessels.

It is presumed that the Spanish ship,
observing the nilitary

top, mistook her for a battleship, and
thought it safe to continue scouting,
trusting to her superior speed for es-

cape, but when the Bancroft appeared
the Spaniard wasted no time in trying

to get away.
Captain Todd Of the Wilmincton has

no doubt the Bancroft will catch the
Spaniard.

A Custom House official when hs
heard the story, said he had seen a
strange ship off Key West last night,
adding that she was gone this morning.

Captain Todd i - confident the vessel
being chased by the Bancroft is a

Spanish auxiliary cruiser on scout duty

The Wilmington came in from the
blockade, and reports all quiet .there.

SPANISH SPIES.

An Attempt to Blow Up a Battery

Near Fort Taylor, Florida.

KEY WEST. May 27.?A Sergeant of
Artillery on duty at a mortar battery

near Fort Taylor was fired upon f-arly
this morning by three unknown men.
whom he says he knows to be Span-
iards. The Sergeant was slightly
wounded. The fire was promptly re-
turned, but the men escaped.

The principal in the adventure. Ser-
geant Charles W. Richards, Battery B.
First Artillery, told the Associated
Press correspondent to-day that at I
o'clock yesterday morning men
who looked like Spaniards attempted tt>
enter the gate at the reservation, but
were turned away. On three different
occasions later in the day he saw them
lounging about various entrances, and
at one of these they lingered for nearly

MERRITT'S
ADVENT

AT THE BAY

Already Felt Among the
Volunteer Soldiers,

Orders That Troops be at Once
Properly Equipped.

The Seventh Regiment Furnished
With Complete Outfits.

The Fleet of Five Vessels Constituting the
Second Expedition to Manila Not Ex-

pected to Get Away for at
Least Ten Days.

SAX FRANCISCO, May 27.?General
Merritt, who will command the Ameri-
iean forces- in the Philippines, and who
arrived from Washington last night,
has established his headquarters in
this city at the Palace Hotel. He held
a long conference with Major-General
Otis this morning, but will not divulge

any of his plans for the future.

I General Otis will to-morrow take up
his residence at Fort Richmond, and
will have the volunteers now encamped
there under his eye at all times. He
will enforce strict discipline in the
tamps from now on.

To-day Captain C. L. Hooper re-
ceived instructions from Washington

|ordering him to proceed to Manila by
the next transport, to assume com-
mand of the cutter Hugh MeCulloch,
to succeed Captain Hodgson, who is
'ordered home.
I
| Arrangements have been made by
General Otis for the establishment of
a military hospital near the site of
Fort Richmond. Tents will be erected
for the sick soldiers and nurses will
be always in attendance. There are
many cases of measles and bronchial
affections* among the soldiers, and the
Marine Hospital, which has been used
temporarily, is inadequate to the de-
mands.

It is not expected here that the
transport fleet of five vessels which
will make up the second expedition to
go to Manila with reinforcements for
Admiral Dewey will get away for at
least ten days. The China arrived here
to-day from the Orient, and will not
be turned over to the Government un-
til Monday next. The Colon is here,
and a force of men will be put to work
on her at once to prepare her for the
voyage. The Zealandia is being fitted
up at her dock, but the Centennial and
the Ohio will not arrive from Pug*t
Sound for some days yet.

It is generally understood that the
five vessels will carry 5,000 men, which
will include the Pennsylvania, Colorado
and Minnesota regiments; the Seventh
Regiment of this State, and the Eigh-
teenth and Twenty-third, now en route
from New Orleans.

The work of repairing the New Or-
leans is being rushed at Mare Island,
and she will doubtless convey General
Merritt and his staff to the Philippines.

One good effect of General Merritt's
advent has already been felt. He has
ordered the troops not already sup-
plied with proper equipment to be fur-*
Disked at once with everything neces-

sary to make them comfortable and
ready for active service. Clothing was
distributed to the men of the Seventh
Regiment this morning. They have
been in need of it ever since they were

mustered in. and there were many

broad smiles on the faces of the men
as they ma ved away loaded with
hats, clothes, shoes, etc. About 080
complete outfits, consisting of cam-
paign hats, shoes, underwear and uni-
forms, were distributed.

Lieutenant Hammond, acting Ord-
nance Officer, ieft for Benicia Barracks
this morning. He will probably bring
50U Springfield rifies, '84 pattern, to the
regiment to-morrow morning. When
they are received the regiment will be
about full equipped and ready to start
on the first transports.

Rain to-day and to-night caused con-
siderable discomfiture to the troops at'
Camp Richmond and the Presidio, those
at the latter place suffering the more
on account of the heavy nature of the
soil. Few complaints were made, how-
ever, the men all realizing that greater

hardships than a mild rainstorm are

ip store for them. The Washington

Volunteers, who occupy dry quarters in
the Fontana warehouse, made merry at

the expense of those who lied from that
structure some time since, thinking it
unsafe, and. are now camping on the
wet ground.

Sensational rumors in circulation to-
night to the effect that privates of va-
rious volunteer regiments encamped
here were dead or dying from drinking
poisoned water, are utterly without
truth. Several soldiers in the. Wash-
ington regiment, encamped at Fontana
Warehouse, were ill this afternoon
from eating sandwiches, the meat in
which was slightly tainted, but they
are all right again to-night. There
were no fatalities nor cases of serious

| illness reported to-day. ,(.Continued on Seventh Page.) , ICon United on Eighth Page.)


