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GEN. LAWTON ON
WITNESS STAND.

Narrates at Length Conditions Ex-
isting Among the Soldiers

From the Time of Embarkation at Tampa

Until After Fail of Santiago.

Says That Taking Into Considera-
tion the Conditions the Troop*

Were Obliged to Face, the Char-

acter of the Country and Its

Climate, There Were No Serious

or Gross Mistakes Made.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 4.?Acting for
the War Investigation Commission,

Colonel Denby has taken the testimony

of General Lawton, who was in com-
mand of the Second Division of the
Fifth Corps in the Santiago campaign,
and who has but recently been relieved
of the command of the Department of
Santiago.

His narration began with the em-
barkation of the troops at Tampa. He
said the transports were furnished as
well as could be expected, as they

were not troopships. The medical com-
ml?ary supplies were sufficient to pre-
vent absolute discomfort. There was
some confusion owing to a misunder-
standing of orders, but the General
did not believe that any real hard-
ships had been encountered thereby.

After giving particulars of the land-
ing, etc., General Lawton said that on
the morning before the beginning of
the battle of El Caney, after laying I
his plans before General Shatter, he
rode with his brigade commanders over
the ground, pointing out to each of,
them the position he was to occupy.

Referring to the result of the battle
at El Caney. he said: "I had received
very imperative orders to move to my
left, to the right of General Wheeler's
command, but my situation was such
that it was impracticable for tne to

leave El Oaney until I had captured 1
it."

He said his division had lost 410 men
killed and wounded.

Colonel Denby remarked that a i
statement had been made to the ef-
fect that some of the wounded soldieis;
wandered into the woods and were i
never seen again.

"I never heard that before." he said.
"All the wounded were accounted for,
and they were all taken to the field
hospitals." There were no ambulances,

but some litters?how many he did not
know.

"Knowing there was going to be a
fight, how does it happen that you
did not have enough litters, enough

surgeons and the proper hospital
corps?" Colonel Denby asked.

"Well, I cannot say there were not
enough," General Lawton replied.

"How do you account for the fact
th«t the medical men did not provide
themselves with everything necessary
foT taking care of the wounded?"

"I think they did provide themselves .
with everything they thought neces- j
sary. considering the material they had
to choose from. There was not time
to do more or get more surgeons than
we had. They were distributed to their
various commands."

The General said that while it was
difficult to get supplies to the men
while they lay in the trenches from
the 2d to the 17th of July, he thought

the quantity was sufficient. There had
been no sickn- ss worth mentioning un- ,
til after the campaign. There had been
no tents except the shelter tents, which .
some had until just previous V> the
embarkation for the United States.

Asked where he fixed the responsi- j
bility for not having the tents there,;
General Lawton replied:

"The fact is it was impossible to j
unload them from the transports for;

lack of time and facilities. There was

little complaint on account of the lack

of tents. Complaints did not come to j
me. and I was with my men constant-
|y. That they should have to lie out
as they did was one of the contingen-

dea absolutely necessary in the con-
duct of the war."

It was true as reported, he said, that
men had to wear their shirts for possi-

bly thirty days without a change, but

this was because they had thrown
away their extra clothing. He held

the climate responsible for the sick- j
ness that followed the c ampaign. |
though it was possible that witn more j
appropriate food, better clothing ami

shelter some of the sickness might i
have been prevented. While the health

conditions are improving, there had j
been much suffering among the sol-;
diers left there.

it is mv opinion. he said. that

any one going from this climate to j
Cuba will have to suffer acclimatizing

there. I doubt if 1 P?r cent, have |
escaped absolutely."

Replying to a question as to whether

the navy should not have control of the

transports, he said:
"No. indeed."
"You think that the army ought to

have control of them?"
"Absolutely." was the laconic reply.

"While they are acting together?'

Colonel Denby asked, and the repl>

was: "They won't act together. That
1s where I make the point. Two men
cannot command the same affair."

Summing up. General Lawton said:
"Taking into consideration the condi-
tions that we were obliged to face,

the character of the country, its cli-
mate and other things being consid-
ered. I can say there were no serious
or gross mistakes. I can say there
was tic* lack of care on the part of

any of those in authority whose duty

It was to look after the interests of

the cam:\ We had with us as fine a

staff of officers as there are in the
\u25a0world: none better could be found.
These worked nisrht and day. and no
human being could do more than
they"
TESTIMONY TAKEN AT CINCIN-

NATI.
CINCINNATI. Nov. 4.?The War In-

vestigation Commission resumed its
work to-day. with General Dodge, Gen-
eral Sexton and Dr. Connor present.

pr. Menage, contract surgeon serv-
ing with the Sixth Infantry, testified
as to the absence of hospital tents for

his regiment in Cuba. He treated his

sick in the regiment in preference to j
sending them back to the division hos-
pital, because of the difficulty in trans-
portation. The nearest hospital was
perhaps a mile and a half away. The
medical supplies were reasonably suffi-
cient. His chief trouble was in getting
an ambulance. This he got after a
delay of two days.

The regiment left there about August
9th. At that time there were thirty
or forty men in an acute condition.
Perhaps one-eighth of the command
was reported regularly for treatment.
There had been no yellow fever up to
this time.

The conditions on the transports
were good. The regiment lost no men
on the voyage. The vessel was held
five days in quarantine at Montauk
Point. The regiment was in camp un-
til October. The command did not
materially improve in health in that
time. This he attributed largely to
inability to properly diet the men.

Lieutenant Schenclel of the Sixth In-
fantry was the next witness. At Santi-
ago he was made Commissary. Neces-
sary supplies were always sufficient,
except such delays as were unavoid-
able from rains and difficulty of trans-
portation. After the fall of Santiago
the regiment was fully supplied. At
Montauk Point the supplies were suffi-
cient, but during the first week they
were sometimes delayed until late in
the day by insufficient railway facili-
ties. After reaching Montauk the men
rapidly broke down. Not more than
twenty-five or thirty escaped illness of
some sort. The witness was ill twice.

Lieutenant Colonel Miner, command-
ing the Sixth Regiment, regarded the
Tampa camp as excellent. The trans-
port Miami, in which his regiment went
to Santiago, was not fit for troops.

The men would have died in their
quarters if the voyage had not been
mild, so that the portholes were left
open and air thus supplied. The sup-

plies of the men and officers were the
same.

Speaking of the attack at San Juan
Hill, he said he found when they
reached the summit that Colonel Eg-

bert had been wounded, and he was in
command. That night no supplies
came, and the men were without food
or blankets except such food as they

had in their haversacks.
The witness said the command he-

gan to break down about the 14th.
They had dug trenches at night, and
lay in the wet trenches all day. The
morning after the surrender the wit-

ness took the regiment to higher
ground, and kept them in camp. By

personal appeal to General Kent, he
secured one wagon and cooking uten-
sils, and a change of clothing for vhe
men. If the witness could have got

one wagon after the surrender he
could have kept his regiment supplied.

But nothing could have pre- nt *1 the

sickness that followed the B
of the Cuban campaign.

General Egbert said that while the
! Seneca was not in good condition for
transporting troops, its officers did not

seem to be in command along the voy-

'age as much as the surgeons. When
the Seneca reached Fortress tonroe
the surgeon telegraphed to New York.
The next day, to his surprise, the ves-
sel had not gone. He asked why, and
was told the Captain refused to go un-
til ordered to do so by the Quarter-
master's Department. The witness
called on the Captain, and found this
to be true. After remonstrance against

holding the wounded men in such a

place, the witness told the Captain he
would telegraph to the Secretary of
War telling him of the conditions, and
asking for orders. Meantime he sent
a note to the Quartermaster at Fort
Monroe, and as soon as the situation
was understood there an order was
given for the vessel to sail at once for
New Fork, and the Captain obeyed it.

At the afternoon session Major Grif-
fith testified regarding the camp condi-

: tions at Chickamauga and the hos-
jpitais. He had difficulty in getting
enough tents, and when he secured the

;proper number he found the last ones
were of poor quality. From private and
State sources the regiments were sup-

plied with hospital tents. As a rule the,men detailed as nurses were unfit. Wit-
ness asked Dr. Hoff for female nurses,

iThis relieved the situation.
The staff of the division hospital was

!inadequate when the increase of siek-

''ness occurred. Sickness among the
\ surgeons reduced the working force. He
Isaid there would have been no diffi-
!culty in getting hundreds of competent

surgeons at Chickamauga within a

week. He said he knew many appli-
cations were refused. He attributed the

;failure at Camp Thomas hospitals to

Ired tape and to "peace for thirty

'years," which incapacitated the depart-
ment for expansion for emergency. If
jCongress had established a hospital
corps the trouble might have been

| avoided.
j Captain Springer of the Seventeenth
Infantry was next examined. He co-

-1 operated with the surgeons at and
jafter the battle, and knew the wounded
were well cared for.

Father Valman, Post Chaplain, was
jnext examined. He served at Tampa.
;Camp Thomas. Fort Sheridan and Fo:t
iThomas. The witness heard no com-
!plaint at Fort Thomas from either
jfriends or patients.

i-AMPS ALGER AND MEADE.
CAMP MEADE (Middletown. Pa.).

Nov. 4 ?Chief Commissary Allison and
Other officers went to Harris-burg to-
day to appear before a committee of the

' War Investigating Board. The com-
mittee heard testimony at the Lochiel

iHotel relating to Camp Alger and other
}camps established at the breaking out
jof the war.

Colonel Allison testified that the qual-
ity of rations issued at Camps Alger

jand Meade was excellent. He claimed
jthat ignorance of cooking among the
ivolunteers was the cause of much of

i the sickness at Camp Alger, and sug-

gested that the Commissary Sergeants
jbe appointed from the non-commission-
|ed officers in the regular army. He
jsaid there would be less sickness among
Ithe troops if they did not eat dainties
I shipped to them by friends at home.

Colonel Watts of the Eighth Penn-
sylvania Regiment testified as to the
water supply at Camp Alger, and the
large amount of sickness among the
troops.

Chief Surgeon Girard explained the
i cane s of sickness at Camp Alger, and

tht- efforts that were made to keep the-
Imen in good condition and relieve the,suffering.

After hearing Colonel Duvall. Chief
Ordnance Officer of the corps, and an
Assistant Adjutant General, explain-
ing the work of the department briefly.

| the committee adjourned to meet with
}the full board next week at Washing-
I ton.

General James A. Beaver left to-
night for his home at Bellefonte. to
remain until after the election. Gen-
eral Wilson and Captain Howell went

'\u25a0 to Washington.

KITCHENER THE
HERO OF THE HOUR.

The Commander of the Nile Expedi-
tion Lionized at London.

Presented With a Sword of Honor In Rec-
ognition of Defeat of Dervishes.

Tendered a Banquet in the Even-

ing, Which Was Attended hy

the Marquis of Salisbury and
Many Others of the Highest

Rank in the British Empire.

LONDON, Nov. 4.?The streets of
the city were crowded all morning, an |
immense number of people seeking to

witness General Kitchener's triumphal
progn ss to Guildhall, to receive the
freedom of the city of London and the
sword of honor presented to him in
recognition of his defeat of the Der-
vishes at Omdurman.

The General received a great ovation
as, accompanied by three aides-de-
camp, and dressed in a full General's
uniform, with the Egyptian sash, he
drove through the streets.

At Guildhall there was the quaintest
kind of a ceremony, which was wit-
nessed by 3,500 spectators, chiefly city
dignitaries and their families, though
Lord Rosebery and Lord Halsbury, the
Lord Chancellor and a few other not-
ables were present.

There was a scene of great enthusi-
asm when General Kitchener took his
place on the dais by the side of the
Lord Mayor. Horatio David Davies.
The clerk then read a document setting
forth that citizens, one described as a
butcher, one as a barber, and one as a
stationer, had declared the General to
be a fit and proper person.

In presenting the sword of honor the
Lord Mayor read an address in which
be said this honor was only reserved
for England's greatest son6.

General Kitchener, in replying, ex-
pressed his deep and heartfelt thanks,
and said the success of the campaign
was due not only to the oneness of pur-
pose and cheerful spirit of determina-
tion, but to the master mind of Lord
Cromer (British agent in Egypt) un-
der whose able direction, the Sirdar as-
serted, the Soudan had been recon-
quered.

The banquet given to General Kitche-
ner at the Mansion House to-night was
an exceptionally brilliant affair. A
trophy of British and Egyptian flags
entwined had been arranged above the
Lord Mayor's seat. The guests includ-
ed the Duke of Cambridge, the Marquis
of Salisbury and Cabinet Minis-
ters; Lord Kandahar, Lord
Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, Sir
William Vernon Harcourt, Lord Rose-
berry, Lord Wolseley, the Commander-
in-Chief of the British forces; Lord
Russell, the Lord Chief Justice of Eng-
land; Lord Curzon of Kedleston, the
newly appointed Viceroy of India; Sir
Joseph Lister, President of the Royal
Society; the Duke of Marlborough.
Henry White, the United States Charge
d'Affaires; Baron Rothschild, Judsge
Lambert Tree, formerly United States
Minister to Russia, and others of the
highest rank in the British Empire. In
all there were about 350 guests present.

After the dinner proper, the Lady
Mayoress and a number of ladies were
accommodated with seats in the gallery
in order to enable them to hear the
speeches.

After the loving cup had been circu-
lated the Lord Mayor toasted the
Queen, the Prince and Princess of
Wales and the royal family, to which
the Duke of Cambridge responded.

Lord Rosebery toasted the army and
navy, paying a glowing tribute to Lord
Kitchener and his gallant comrades
and to Lord Cromer and the Egyptian
and Soudanese forces, "whose brilliant
campaign, just closed, is the most con-
summate in the annals of British mili-
tary history for eighty years, and far
more beneficent and extended in its
results than perhaps any recorded in
history." The campaign, said Lord
Rcsel>ery, has wiped out the "bloodiest
and most barbarous tyranny in the his-
tory of mankind." He concluded by
expressing the opinion that Great Brit-
ain had a right to expect from the na-
tion whose territory borders on the
Dervish territory, not ill feeling and
jealousy, but the -fullest measure of
gratitude."

Admit al Sir Newell Salmon, first and
principal naval aide de camp to the
Queen, responded for the navy, and
the Secretary for War. for the army.

The assembly greeted the rising of
the Marquis of Salisbury to toast the
Sirdar with nervous silence, as it had
been whispered that he had an import-
ant and grave statement to make. His

: statement was important, but it was
\u25a0 pacific, as he announced a settlement
of the chief difficulty with France. The
Premier said in part:

"No one can wonder at the vast en-
thusiasm by which the career of this
great soldier has been received, espe-
cially when we contsridesr the strange

dramatic interest of the circumstances
? and conditions amid which his laurels
jwere won by the Sirdar. Besides being
| a splendid soldier, he is also a splendid
| diplomatist. It must have required
junusual talents to successfully carry
I out the delicate mission up the Nile
Iwhicn conducted him into the presence
lof Major Marchand.
j "The Sirdar h:is recently expressed
ithe hope that the difficulties arising

1from the presence of Major Marchand
jmay be Within the power of diplomacy
to adjust. I am glad to say that up
to a certain point he has proved a tnfce
prophet. This afternoon I received
from the French Embassador the In-
formation that the French Government

jhad come to the conclusion that the oc-
cupation of Fashoda is on no sort of
value (prolonged laughter and cheers),

! and that they thought, under the cir-
jcumstances, to persist in an occupa-
jtion which would only cost them mon-
ey and do harm, merely because some
bad advisers thought it might be dis-
agreeable to an unwelcome neighbor,
would not show the wisdom with
which. I think, the French Republic
has been uniformly guided.

"They have done w hat Ibelieve every
Government would have done in the
same position?resolved that the occu-

pation must cease. (Cheers.);. I must
not be understood as saying, that all
causes of controversy are removed.
Doubtless there will be made discus-
sions between us, but a somewhat acute
and somewhat dangerous cause of dif-
ferences has been removed."

General Kitchener, whose reply was
modest and not important, gave un-
stinted praise to the British, Egyptian
and Soudanese troops. The Sirdar said
he would indeed have been an incapa-
ble leader if he had failed of victory
with such soldiers. He gave some de-
tails! as to the experience of the expedi-
tion, dwelling with pride upon its
cheapness, and. in summing up, "the
assests that remain," referred to 00Q
miles of railway, gunboats, a flotilla
of sailing craft and (after a pause) the
Soudan. (Laughter and applaus \u25a0.)

A striking feature of the act asl m
was the presence of a number of young

officers of the Life Guards and Twenty-

first Lancers, who had served with the
Sirdar. Several of them were wounded
and walked with crutches or with their

arms in slings.
UNEASINESS STILL EXISTS.

LONDON, Nov. 4.?Despite the jubi-

lation of the country over the favorable
announcement by Lord Salisbury re-

garding Fashoda at the Kitchener ban-
quet, there is serious uneasiness as to

the real object of continued war prep-
artions, which can hardly be justified
even by Lord Salisbury's warning that
there are still matters in dispute with
France.

A dispatch from Hongkong, received
late to-night, again re4narks upon the
unusual naval and military activity
there. The dispatch says General Black
and his staff have been inspecting the
old frontier of British Kau Lun (Kow

Loon), and selecting points for erection
of defensive works. Field and siege
guns are being mounted, and the men-
of-war lying off Hongkong are embark-
ing large quantities of ammunition. The
fleet has been signaled to send no mails
by the French steamer leaving to-day
(Saturday). This order is regarded as
very significant.

The Berlin correspondent of the
"Daily News" says: "It is asserted in
well informed quarters that the British
war preparations are connected with
the Philippine question, in which the
United States Government is working
in agreement with England. Rumors
are revived that the United States in-
tends ceding to England some of the
islands, or granting coaling stations
there."

FRENCH PARLIAMENT.

THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES
AGAIN IN SESSION.

Ministerial Declaration Read and

Approved by a Large' ?

Majority. \

PARIS. Nov. 4.?The Chamber of
Deputies reopened to-day with a crowd-
ed assembly, after its adjournment on
October 25th, the day of the fall of the
Cabinet presided over by M. Brisson.

Amid great excitement, M. Dupuy

rear the Ministerial declaration. He
began by declaring the Cabinet fully
recognized the difficulties and respon-
sibilities of the task undertaken, and
affirmed the supremacy of civil power
as the fundamental principle of a re-
publican State, and expressed confi-
dence in the army, which, he added,
would faithfully respect the laws of the
republic.

The Premier said further: "In the
opinions of individuals, this is the onl3r

safe means of calming the public mind,
disturbed by an affair which cannot
much longer cause anxiety to the re-
public.

"Other questions call for the atten-
tion and vigilance of a great people.
The permanent interests of the nation
at home and abroad, its greatness and
prosperity, will be the predominating
object of our cares and efforts."

M. Dupuy then emphasized the im-
perative necessity for fulfilling the ob-
ligations of the exposition of 1000, and
continued:

"France must neglect nothing -to
maintain the position the has won by
her loyalty, strength and love of peace.
She must devote herself to strengthen-
ing this position, which was consecrated
before the whole world by a precious
alliance.

"The Government's foreign policy will
be inspired by the clear interests of the
country, and cafe will be taken that our
efforts are only proportionate to the
value of the object at stake."

In conclusion, the Premier said that
the Ministry would rely on the support
of a purely Republican majority, and
expressed the hope that it would give
effect to the continuous policy of prog-
ress and reform.

After the budget was voted the Pre-
mier said the Chamber would be asked
to deal with various financial measures,
including bills to foster agriculture.

The Ministerial declaration was ap-
plauded in both the Chamber of Depu-
ties and the Senate.

In the Chamber of Deputies M. Mir-
man. Socialist, opened the discussion
on the general policy of the Govern-
ment. He complained of the excessive
measures taken in the recent strike, of
the reactionary tendency in the army
and of the dismissal of pro-Dreyfus
university professors.

M. Dupuy replied that the Govern-
ment did not intend to introduce new
jlaws, as those already existing sufficed
to guarantee order and protect the

iarmy.
As to the Dreyfus case, the Premier

iadded, light would be thrown upon it| the day the court renders its decision,
jwhich will be enforced by the Govern-
Iment.
I The Chamber approved the Mini«-
--jterial declaration by a vote of 429 to 04.

Copper River Valley.
JUNEAU (Alaska), Oct. 30 (via Vio-

| toria, B. C, Nov. 4).?Captain Aber-
jcrombie, U. S. A., of the Copper River
jexploring expedition, with the re-
| mainder of his command, has arrived
i here. He predicts a great future in
jmineral and some agricultural devol-
jopment for the Copper River Valley.
IHe states that his party discovered an-
jthracite and bituminous coal in quan-
jtity. When asked to what he laid the
jgeneral disappointment of the season,
Captain Abercrombie said: "To men

< who should never have left the plow-
| handle. Most of them were grub-
stakes. They weakened and remained
in camp."

To tear disappointment bravely is to
disconcert the fates.

SPANISH REJECT
THE PROPOSITION.

Refuse to Accept the Proposal of
the American Commissioners

That the United States Take the Whole of
the Philippine Group.

Further Hold That the Capitula-

tion of Manila, Having Occurred
After the Signing of the Pro-

tocol, Was Invalid, and Make

Formal Demand for the Return

to Spain of Moneys Collected
From Tariff Duties at That

Port.

PARIS, Nov. 4.?The Spanish Com-
missioners, in the course of a two
hours' session of the peace conference
to-day, flatly refused to accept Mon-
day's proposition by the Americans to
take the entire Philippine group and to
reimburse Spain for her "pacific" ex-
penditures there. This negative action
was expected.

The Spanish Commissioners had also
a number of positive declarations which
filled some thirty-seven sheets of a
typewritten presentment. In this state-
ment the Spaniards held that the Uni-
ted States had no ultimate rights in
the Philippine Islands, and could have
none save by the consent of Spain in
these negotiations and upon terms sat-
isfactory to her.

According to the Spanish contention in
the formal statement, thei United States
entertained no thought of annexing the
Philippines when the protocol was
signed, or it would have been ex-
pressed injthe protocol as clearly as the
conditions regarding the cession of ter-
ritory in the Antilles and the Orient.

M. Cambon, before the signature of
the protocol, received from Madrid, the
presentment alleged, a cable message

clearly setting forth that the mainte-
nance of Spain's authority over the
Philippines should not be affected by
the protocol, to which reservation the
United States made at that time no
protest or objection.

This dispatch to M. Cambon. as the
Spaniards claimed to-day, embodied
also the view that the United States
had no valid basis for claims in the
archipelago.

It was further held to-day by Senor
Rios and his colleagues that the ca-
pitulation of Manila, having occurred
after the signing of the protocol, and
thus after the suspension of hostilities,
was invalid.

With all this for a groundwork, the
Spaniards made their first positive
move against the Americans, and it
constituted their counter-proposition.
They charged upon the United States
a wrongful appropriation of public
moneys belonging to Spain by seizing
the tariff duties at Manila, and they
formally demanded the return of these
moneys, in the sum of nearly a million
dollars.

Of the same premises the United
States was to-day declared to have
made and held as prisoners the Span-
ish troops at Manila in violation of in-
ternational law, because done after the
suspension of hostilities under the pro-
tocol. A further charge was that by
the imprisonment of the Spanish troops
at Manila the United States had pre-
vented Spain from quelling the insur-
rection, and had thus contributed to
the violence against Spain after the
cessation of hostilities.

To-day's Spanish presentment also
cited the refusal of the Americans to
consider the Cuban debt, on the ground,
that it was not sanctioned in the pro-
tocol, and demanded an adherence to
this as a precedence to the discussion
of the Philippines, regarding a cession
of which the Spanish Commissioners
held the protocol to make no mention.
In support of these insertions and ar-
guments, the Spanish presentment in-
vokes Spain's record in the correspond-
dence by mail and telegraph, though it
is not known unofficially whether the
Spaniards produced the message said
to have been sent from Madrid to M.
Cambon at the time the protocol was
signed, in which, it was affirmed to-
day, Spain reserved her Philippine sov-
ereignty.

The presentment was read by Inter-
preter Ferguson, being rendered from
the Spanish, in which it was written,
into English. At the close of the read-
ing the Americans said they wished to
have the Spanish statement rendered
into written English for more careful
consideration, and an adjournment was
taken to Tuesday.

NO ULTIMATUM CONTEMPLATED.
PARIS. Nov. 4.?A statement is print-

ed here to-day with much prominence,
that at to-day's joint session of the
Peace Commissions the Americans were
to insist upon a complete surrender of
Spain's sovereignty over the Philippine
Islands, and that in the event of
Spanish Commissioners refusing to
agree to this. Judge Day, President of
the American commission, acting un-
der instructions from Washington, will
present an ultimatum to the Spaniards.

It is further alleged that this seem-
ing haste is due to a desire to settle the
negotiations before the elections in the
United States take place.

#
Reference is made to these allegations

in view of the fact that they may have
also been circulated in the Unit-ed
States. But there is no truth in the
statements made. No ultimatum is
contemplated, and there is no probabil-
ity of drastic measures being taken by
the Americans.

The two commissions are now consid-
ering an open question, and the Amer-
icans expect to carefully weigh the
points involved and to carefully con-
sider the arguments of the Spaniards.

The two commissions met at 2 o'clock
this afternoon. The Americans were
aware before the session opened that
the Spaniards would decline their pro-
posal made on Monday last.

The "Gaulols" to-day says it has
been informed on absolutely reliable
authority that Spain willrefuse to dis-
cuss the unconditional surrender of the
Philippine Islands. Spain, it is further
asserted, has made particular reserva-
tions concerning the retention of the

Philippine Islands, and the Spanish
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Duke Al-
modovar de Rio, had himself at the
time of the signing of the peace pro-
tocol, stated that the island of Luzon
alone should remain occupied by the
American troops, while the peace nego-
tiations were in progress, and that
Spain would resume sovereignty over
the archipelago as soon as a more lib-
eral form of government for the islands
should have been decided upon.

The "Fronde" says: "The claims of
the United States on the Philippine Isl-
ands are looked upon with disfavor at
Sit. Petersburg. The Powers might, in
case of America proving too obstinate
on this point, be provoked to protest."

The "Evenment" says: "Your money
or your life" is the attitude taken by
America In relation to Spain. The lat-
ter, having no money, offers Porto Rico
and the abandonment of Cuba, and
thinks she has thus discharged her
ransom.

" 'Pardon me,' answers Jonathan, 'you
yet have the Philippine Islands, which
are only an incumbrance to you. I
will relieve you of them. Why? Be-
cause, with Fontaine, I have the
strongest reasons for so doing.' "

' llfPARCIAL'S'' COMMEXT.
MADRID, Nov. 4?The "lmparcial"

to-day, commenting upon the peace ne-
gotiations now in progress in Paris,
says:

"Ifthe United States had shown in
the protocol the intention to keep the
Philippine Islands, the matter would
not have taken the course it did. Spain
never considered the Philippines as
lost, nor has she desired their loss.
On the contrary, her intentions were
shown by her facing the anger of
Germany on the question of the Caro-
line Islands."

In conclusion, the "lmparcial" re-
marks: "America, by her conduct, has
lost her place among civilized peoples,
and henceforth will only count as the
most numerous and opulent of hordes."
SHOULD HOSTILITIES BE RE-

SUMED.
WASHINGTON, Nov. 4.?The Ad-

ministration is waiting results from
the Peace Commission with equanimity
in the realization that the Government
is perfectly well prepared for any turn
the negotiations may take. The navy
especially is in a state of prepared-
ness, should it come to a resumption
of hostilities, far in advance of its
condition at the outbreak of the war.
One by one all the splendid fighting
machines of the North Atlantic squad-
ron, which had been brought north at
the earliest possible moment, were
docked, cleaned and thoroughly refitted
at the New York and Norfolk Navy
Yards. Their ammunition supplies
were replenished, and they are now,
with possibly one or two exceptions,
ready for instant service in almost any
quarter of the globe. Admiral Dewey
has dispatched his vessels one by one
to the big British clocks at Hongkong,
where they have been placed in as
good condition as possible outside of
our home ports.

Secretary Long has prudently de-
clined to part with the numerous aux-
iliary vessels acquired by the Govern-
ment just prior to and during the war.
These were all inspected by a technical
board, which found that a number of
them were not particularly well adapt-
ed to navy uses, but the Secretary
concluded that these vessels are still

? sufficiently serviceable for emergency
use. and accordingly kept them in con-
dition to be commissioned at short no-
tice.

As far as the army is concerned,
while the original force of a
quarter of a million men called into
the service by the President has been
largely diminished by the mustering
out of many regiments and organiza-
tions, it is the opinion of expert mili-
tary authorities that the army as a
whole is a more formidable weapon
than it was at any period during the
war. This apparently paradoxical
statement is explained by the fact that
such of the troops as are now in the
service have had the discipline Im-
proved in efficiency, and their officers
know how to take care of them, as
well as to fight battles. The staff
corps have cured many of the evils
from which they suffered during the
war. and are prepared to move troops

with ranidity. with the care for their
] health and for their adequate ration-
ing during any campaign that might
be expecte^d.

In fact, all branches of military and
naval service profited by the experi-
ence of the war, and are now, as pre-
viously stated, in better shape than
ever before.

CABINET SESSION.

Members Discuss ProspecFs of Re-
publican Successes in Elections.
WASHINGTON, Nov. 4.?The Cabi-

net session to-day was without devel-
opments, and in the absence of any
cable information of peace negotiations,
lacked interest. The proceedings were
of a routine nature.

The prospects of Republican successes
in the elections were discussed, the
members of the Cabinet generally ex-
pressing sanguine views as to the elec-
tion of a Republican House. Some of
the local political issues were comment-
ed upon.
" The forthcoming annual message of
the President to Congress was consid-
ered, and some features of the reports
of the departments outlined in a gen-
eral way. The President, however, has
not made much progress in the actual
framing of the message.

There was some attention likewise
paid to military matters, particularly
some reference to conditions in Cuba,
though the discussion along this line
was unimportant. It was significant,
however, that the matter of the
negotiations in Paris was not taken
up. The joint session of the two Com-
missions was not to be held until 2
o'c lock, and Secretary of State Hay had
no advices to present to the Cabinet,
in the absence of which discussion was

deferred.

International Troops Occupy Canea
CANEA, Nov. 4.?The international

troops occupied the fortress at 5 o'clock
this- morning.

CANDIA, Nov. 4.?Eater the Gover-
nor handed the foreign Admirals a dis-
patch from the Turkish Government,

instructing him to retain the remaining"
Turkish contingents pending the result
of negotiations for the maintenance of
garrisons in Crete to represent Turkish
sovereignty.

Traffic Association, to be Dissolved.
NEW YORK, Nov. 4.?The Board of

Control of the Joint Traffic Associa-
tion decided to-day to dissolve the or-
ganization. This was tak**n because
of a. recent decision by the Supreme
Court that the efforts of the association
to control railroad rates were illegal.

MARINE DISASTER
ON ATLANTIC COAST.

A Steamer Burns and Sinks Near
Cape Charles,

All But Five ot the Twenty-Seven Persons
on Board Saved.

The Vessel Completely Enveloped
in Flames Within Ten Minute*

After the Fire Was Reported?
The Rescued Persons Taken to
Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts*

VINEYARD HAVEN (Mass.), Nov.
4.?A disaster at sea, fortunately with,
a small loss of life, five persons in all,
was made known to-day by the land-
ing here of twenty-two persons Who
escaped from the burning steamer
Croatan of the Clyde Line, bound from
New York for Wilmington, N. C, and
Georgetown, S. C

The disaster occurred on November
Ist, about eighteen miles north of Cape
Charles. The steamer sailed from N*tW
York on October 31st with a general
cargo and eight passengers. At .'»
o'clock in the afternoon the burned
hull of the freighter sank beneath the
waves. Of the twenty-seven persons
who were on board, twenty-two have
survived. These were landed at this
port this afternoon by the schooner
Alice E. Clark of Portland, Me., which
had been in the vicinity of the Croatan
at the time she was burned.

The Croatan's list of drowned Is as
follows: Second Assistant Engineer
Jeremiah McCarthy of Nova Scotia,

leaves a widow in New York; Stewaiel
James Curtis, Jersey City; Mrs. James
Curtis, wife of the steward; Frank, an oiler ' (last name unknown);
Jennie Willard (.colored), Wilmington,
N. C.

The story of the disaster is told hy
Captain Hale and other officers as fol-
lows:

The Croatan was but twenty hours
from New York on her way to Wil-
mington, with a smooth sea and calm
weather, when shortly before 3 p. m. a
fireman came hurriedly on deck and
reported that the ship was on fire. A
general alarm was given, and an ef-
fort was made to lower the boats, but
the fire spread with such rapidity that
all efftfrts to reach them were unavail-
ing. In fact, in less ten minutes after
the fire was reported the shin was
completely enveloped in flames from
stem to stern.

Shortly after the fire was discov-
ered an explosion took place in the
cargo, which blew off the after hatches.
A second explosion followed a few
minutes later, and the shin was-then
a mass of flames.

It was at this time that Captain
Hale, seeing that to remain on the ves-
sel meant sure death, gave orders for

all hands to jump overboard and save
themselves as best they could. The
gallant Captain A\as the last man to

leave the ship, remaining on deck with
his first officer until they were com-
pletely enveloped in flames and tho
vessel had commenced to sink.

There seemed to be no panic on
board, and the men and women, after
lashing on their life preservers, calmly

leaped into the water, seeing that their
chances of escape were much more
certain than if they remained on board
the burning ship. Some of the passen-
gers had their faces scorched, and
many had their clothing on fire when
they leaped into the water.

The Captain and first officer suc-
ceeded in securing a yawl boat which
bad been damaged in lowering, and
by hard work rescued eight persons

from the water.
The burning ship was flighted by the

four-masted schooner Alice E. Clark,

which lay about six miles off. and her
Captain sent a boat and crew to aid
in the work of rescue. They succeeded
in rescuing twelve persons, many of
whom had been an hour or more in
the water and nearly exhausted. They

were taken on board the Clark, and
given every attention.

The rescued persons are being cared
for here at the Seamen's Bethel ami
at the homes of citizens, and will pro-
ceed to New York to-morrow.

No explosives were known to bfl
among the ship's cargo, and the origin
of the fire is a mystery to her officers

| and crew.
_

To Defeat Democrats.

GRAND RAP IDS (Mich.). Nov. 4.?
Thomas Jefferson Haynes. Populist
nominee for Congress in this district,

to-day made puMic a statement over

his signature that the Populist ticket
was put in the field for the sole pur-
pose of defeating the Democrats. He
says he was promised $300 for the use
of his name as a candidate. He admits
that he has already received $100, but
says he accepted it for the solo pur-
pose of exposing the scheme. He does
not divulge the names of the person
who gave him the money.

Will Leave Fashoda.
PARIS, Nov. 4.?A semi-official not?

says the Government has resolved not

to retain the Man-hand Mission at Fa-
shoda, adding that this decision was

arrived at by the Cabinet, after an ex-

haustive examination of the question.
The Government, replying to an inter-
pellation to be asked in the Chamber
of Deputies, will avail itself of the op-
portunity to explain the motive for this
resolution.

North Carolina Election.

RALEIGH (N. C). Nov. 4.?The out-
look at noon to-day is that the election
on Tuesday will be a quiet affair, and;
tfiat no serious disturbances will tak»*
place at the polls. The acquittal of
Captain Kitchen and others charged
with intimidating a Registrar is cited
by Democrats as an evidence that the
reports of intimidation were exagger-
ated.

The Santa Fe Limited.
ALBrQI'KEQrE (N. M.), Nov. 4.?

The first Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe limited train for this season to
ifornia reached this city to-day, one
hour behind time, the delay being occa-
sioned by heavy winds in Kansas.


