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GENERAL CALIXTO
GARGIA DEAD.

He Passed Away in Washington
Yesterday.

- ———

The Famous Cuban Leader Came Here
Only to Die.

Pneumonia Fastened on Him and |

Carried Him Off—Many Promi-
nent Men Called to Express
Condolence and President Mec-
Kinley Sent a Letter of Sym-
pathy—Only One of His Family
With Him at the Last.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.—General
Calixto Garcia, the distinguished Cuban
warrior and leader, and the head of the
commission elected by the Cuban As-
sembly to visit this country, died here
this morning shortly after 10 o’clock, at
the Hotel Raleigh, where the commis-
sion had its headquarters. The sud-
den change from the warm climate of
Cuba, with the hardships he had there
endured, to the wintry weather of New
York and Washington, is responsible
for the pneumonia which resulted in his
demise. He contracted a slight coid in
New York, which did not assume an
alarming stage until the early part of
last week. On Tuesday night General
Garcia, in company with the other
members of the commission, attended
a dinner given in his honor by Gen-
eral Miles, and it was a result of the
exposure there that culminated in his

death. During the twelve hours or
more preceding dissolution, General !
Garcia was unconscious most of the
time. At intervals he recognized one |

or more of these about him. In his dy-
ing moments, as all through his busy
active life, his thoughts were for his
&eloved country and its people and
among his last words were irrational
mutterings, in
to his son, who is on his staff, for the
battle which he supposed was to occur
to-morrow, and in which he understood
there were only 400 Spaniards to com-

bat. Just before he died he embraced
his son.
Rev. Father MecGee of St. Patrick’s

Church was called in during the day
and was ‘with General Garcia until the
end, administering the last rites of the
Catholic Church. Other members of
the counsel in this country were also
in the bed chamber when the end came.
The remains were immedlately pre-
pared for burial and were placed on a
bier in the room in which’he died. A
large Cuban flag served as a covering,
and the head rested om one of smaller
dimensions. The face «&d brst were
left exposed to public view. The fea-
tures had a remarkably life-like ap-
pearance, and gave no indication of the
suffering which the deceased had
borne. Just above the head rested a
magnificent floral piece of red and
white roses and cross palms tied with
a pure white ribbon. By direction of
Major General Miles, a detachment of
soldiers from Battery E, Sixth Artil-
lery, at the barracks here, under com-
mand of Lieutenant Cox, was detailed
as a bodyguard for the remains.

After General Garcia’'s death steps
were taken to notify the Government
and also the Cuban Assembly, which
has its headquarters at Marianao,
Cuba. Secretary Jose Villoan eof the
commission sent a telegram of notifi-
cation to Mendez Capote, the Presi-
dent of the Cuban Assembly, who is
now in Havana. As soon as the death
became known a number of visitors, in-
cluding many public men, came to the
hotel to express their condolences.
President McKinley manifested his
sympathy by sending a suitably word-
ed letter and Vice President Hobart
sent his card. Among those who called
were Senators Foraker, Money, Proc-
tor and Chandler and Major Generals
Lawton and Wheeler,

Letters of condolence also were re-
ceived from Secretary Hay, General
Miles and Senator Foraker. Secreta-
ries Hay and Alger
General Smith left their cards, as also
did Assistant Secretary Meiklejohn and
Generals Miles and Gilmore. The sev-
eral letters of condolence were as fol-
lows:

Executive Mansion, Washington, D.
C., Dec. 11, 1898—My Dear Sir: I have
heard, with deep regret, the melancholy
news of General Garcia's death. I heg
to offer my heartfelt sympathy in your
sorrow and the tribute of my sincere
admiration for his eminent qualities as
& patriot and soldier. The people of the
United States will join with the people
of Cuba in mourning the loss of one to
‘whom the cause of Cuban liberty is
deeply indebted. Sharing in your grief,
I am, sincerely vours,

WILLIAM McKINLEY.
Senor Don Justo Garcia, ete. ete.

Department of State, Washington,
Dee. 11, 1898—My Dear Mr. Quesada: T
am deeply distressed to hear this la-
mentable news. Cuba has lost a pa-
triot and a soldier who can never be
replaced. The admiration I have al-
ways had for him has been greatly in-
creased by my too brief personal ac-
quaintance. No one could know him
without a genuine regard and affec-
tion. The name of Garcia will be for-
ever revered in free Cuba along with
those of Marti and Maceo and many
others who have given their lives for
their country.

I beg to offer my sincere sympnathy
to you and all your associates in this
frreparable loss. Yours faithfully,

JOHN HAY.

Headquarters of the Army, Wash-
ington, Dec. 11—Hon. Horatio S. Ru-
bens—My Dear Sir: It is with the
deepest regret that I learn of the death
of the distinguished soldier, patriot and
statesman, General Garcia, who has so
nobly championed the cause of Lis
country for the past thirty-four years.
He would have been an ornament to
any country and his loss will be great
to the cause for which he has labored
so long and so earnestly. Very sin-

cerely yours, NELSON A. MILES,

' Major General Commanding U. S. A.
United States Senate, Washing:on,

Dec. 11.—Hon. Gonzales de Quesada.

which he gave orders |

and Postmaster |

the Raleigh—My Dear Sir: T have just
heard of the death of General Garcia.
Allow me, through you, to tender my
heartfelt sympathy with his family, his
friends and his country, on account of
the great loss they have sustained.

As Admiral Sampson recently said
of him, he was indeed a “grand old
man,” and I shall always account it
good fortune to' have personally met
him. It seems hard, indeed, that, just
as the cause for which he did so much
is triumphing, he should have been
called from life. It was his great am-
bition to see Cuba free and independ-
ent with a Government chosen by the
people of the island, and he would have
done more than almost any one else to
bring all this about. For his death
to occur at such a time must be a hard
blow to all of you. You can have the
consolation, however, of knowing that
his good name and great services and
character will live to inspire him who
will take up his work and carry it for-
ward to that ultimate and complete tri-
umph so justly deserved. Very truly,
etc., J. B. FORAKER.

General Garcia left a large family,
only one of whom, Justo, Cap-
| tain on his staff, was with him when
he died. His widow and Mercedes, a
daughter, 17 years of age, are at
Thomasville, Ga., where the girl is quite
ill; Mario, a son 19 years of age, is
with the mother at Thomasville; and
Colonel Carloa Garcia, another son, is
in Cuba. A daughter, Leonora. who
married an American, is now living in
Paris. General Garcia’s mother is still
alive and resides in Havana.

General Garcia, whose name will ever
be linked with those of other patriots
who have fought against unequal odds
for the freedom of his country, has had
a most active and varied life, much of
which has been spent in fighting for the
|cause of Cuban liberty, which he had
{the satisfaction of seeing accomplished
|so short a time before his death. He
i\\'as a man of culture and refinement,
of splendid education, and came from a
idistinguished family of Jaiquani, of
| Santiago de Cuba province. He was
{bern in Cogquin, October 14, 1839, and
| was therefore in his sixtieth year. Gen-
jeral Garcia was educated in Havana
and in Spain. In 1864 he was married
|to Isabel Velez. General Garcia was
the original conspirator in the uprising
of the Cubans against Spain in 1868,
jand in that war under Gomez he at-
|tained the rank of a Brigadier General.
I October of 1868 he captured the
towns of Jaiquani and Baire, and re-
cruited many hundreds of patriots. He
had command of the eastern depart-
ments during that revolution after
1873, and won many notable victories,
{including those at Melonez and Aures.
While the revolution was in a critical
state in the other provinces, and its
outcome was uncertain, he maintained
it with vigor in the territory under his
ccmmand.

In 1875, while reconnoitering with his
escort, he was surrounded by 2,000
Spaniards. Preferring death to capture
1and subsequent e ~ution at the hands
|of his enemies, he attempted suicide by
| vlacing his revolver under his chin and
(firing. The bullet came out between his
eyebrows. For months he lay between
life and death, but was saved finally by
Spanish surgeons, who possibly had
owed their own lives to his mercy. The
Spanjards, believing he was about to
die, gave him a pardon. The hole which
the bullet made when it entered the
chin and came out between the eye-
brows was always visible, and shows
piainly in the calmness of death. For
his participation in the revolutionary
movement General Garcia was sent to
'Spain, where for four years he was con-
{fined in castles and fortresses. He then
|returned to the United States and, to-
gether with Jose Marti, attempted an-
other revolution. He landed in Cuba
with a few followers, but the country
was tired of war, and wanted to try
the home rule offered by Spain. He
capitulated to the Spanish forces in or-
der to save his few remaining followers,
and was again banished to Spain in
1880, where he remained under surveil-
lance until 1895, when the last revolu-
tion broke ‘out in Cuba. Then he es-
caped to France, and later to New
lY(nrk. His movements since that time
and his active participation in the war
are familiar to many newspaper read-
ers.

After coming to this country he en-
;dcnvm‘ed to get an expedition to the
{island of Cuba in the steamer Hawkins,
but this met with shipwreck in a storm,
|and the cargo was lost. General Gar-
{cia was the last man to leave the ves-
|sel. Undaunted by his failure, General
| Garcia made another attempt to ship
stores for the insurgents, this time ob-
|taining the ship Bermuda. He was in-
| tercepted, however, by United States
lauthorities, and was arrested on the
|charge of filibustering, but was released
jon $3,000 bail. He forfeited this bail,
{and in a final attempt landed on the
| eastern coast of the island with one of
'the largest expeditions that ever
|reached Cuba. After landing he suc-
| cceded General Antonio Maceo in com-
imand of the eastern department, hold-
{ing the rang” of Major General, General
| Muceo marching west with his men.
{ At Maceo's death Garcia was elected
‘L.rutenant General of the Cuban army,
| which position he held to the close of
|the war. During this command he as-
saulted and took by siege Tunas, Guisa
and Guiamaro, and cleared the interior
inf his department of Spanish troops.
After declaration of war between the
United States and Spain General Miles.
|t'rrmmanding' the American army, sent
{ his representative to General Garcia,
and subsequently the American and
Cuban Generals co-operated in their
|movement against Santiago. All the
officers who participated in the active
work around Santiago bear testimony
to the great aid, assistance and loyalty
manifested by General Garcia during
the campaign.

When the Cuban Assembly met at
the close of the war, General Garcia
was one of the principal advisors. agd
was elected Chairman of the commis-
sion directed to come to the United
States and confer with the authorities
here with reference to the work in
hand.

The arrangements for the funerai of
General Garcia have not been complet-
ed. The expectation is that services
will be held in one of the Catholic
churches, possibly St. Patrick’s, on
Tuesday, after which the remains will
| be placed temporarily in a receiving
vault pending final interment in Cuba.
There having been as yet no official
recognition given the commission by
the President, it seems unlikely that
there will be an official participation as
such, although it is expected that mem-
bers of the Cabinet and members of
Congress may attend in their individ-
ual capacity.

(Continued on Eighth Page.)

COMMISSIONERS
ARE RESTING,

Hardly Realized the Intensity of the
Strain, .

Have Formed Friendships and Exchanged
Calls,

Spaniards Forced to Decline an
Invitation to Dinner—Provis-
ions of the Treaty as Signed—
Spanish Government Approves
of the Memorandum of Protest
Filed by Senor Montero Rios.

PARIS, Dec. 11.—The United States
Peace Commissioners rested to-day af-
ter the long strain of daily conferences
and almost daily sessions with the
Spaniards, the intensity of which they
hardly realized until it was over.
Warm personal friendships and mutual
regard have arisen between the two
commissions as the result of their ex-
tended controversy at close quarters.

To-day several members of both com-
missions exchanged calls. The Ameri-
can Commissioners unofficially inform-
ed the Spaniards they would be glad
to have the two commissions dine to-
gether. The reply, which, like the in-
vitation, was conveyed diplomatically
through a third party, was that the
Spaniards would be most pleased, but
feared it avould be inadvisable because
it might be misconstrued at Madrid,
where already much feeling existed
against the Spanish Commissioners.

Several members of the United States
commission were inclined at first to
publish the text of the treaty, but Sen-
ator Frye made a strong plea yester-
day for the observance of courtesy to-
ward the United States Senate, and his
arguments prevailed.

Further details, however, have been
learned as to the wording of the treaty,
which provides that Cuba is to be re-
linquished and that Porto Rico and
the Philippines are to be ceded. The
Americans are to pay for the repatria-
tion of the Spanish troops from all the
colonies. The Spaniards are to return
all prisoners held by them. They are
to retain possession of all military
stores and munitions of war in the
Philippines and of such ships as have
not been captured.

The commercial treaties between the
two countries which the war ruptured
are to be renewed at the convenience
of the two nations.

The United States Commissioners
have been almost overwhelmed with
offers of dinners in England, prompted
by the desire of prominent Englishmen
to emphasize the Awglo-American en-
ent#, but they will remain in Paris un-
til the day before sailing for the United
States,

They will make formal calls upon
President Faure and high officials here
to thank them for official hospitalities.
Unofficial hospitality to the TUnited
States Commissioners has been osten-
tatiously lacking in Paris.

GOVERNMENT APPROVES

The Memorandum of Protest Filed
by Senor Rios at Paris.

MADRID, Dec. 11.—The Government
entirely approves the memorandum of
protest against the action of the
United States Commissioners filed by
Senor Montero Rios at Paris.

“El Liberal” says: “The Paris nego-
tiations offer a far sadder spectacle
than the ships which are bringing back
our repatriated soldiers, deplorable as
the condition of the latter are.”

The Cabinet, it is said, will meet the
Cortes intact, Senor Sagasta will ask
an indemnity bill for the cession of
the Philippines,

The Cabinet will then declare, as it
finds itself at a crisis, it cannot ad-
mit any debate and will, therefore, de-
mand the immediate adoption of the
bill, after which Senor Sagasta will
submit the question of confidence to
the Queen Regent,

“El Heraldo” says the Government
believes that, in the present circum-
stances, the holders of the Philippine
debt will accept the arrangement ar-
rived at and considers that the Cuban
bondholders should demand of the fu-
ture Government of Cuba a fulfillment
of the contract by claiming a mortgage
on the customs which guarantee the
debt,

The memorandum protests against
the refusal of the Americans to surren-
der the dgecurities deposited in the
treasuries of Cuba and Porto Rico by
private Spaniards, remarking that
“never has a civilized nation committed
such an act of violence.”

Secondly, it protests against the ulti-
matum demanding the Philippines.

Thirdly, it protests against the posi-
tion in which those Spaniards are
placed who desire to remain in Cuba.

Fourthly, it protests against the ref-
erence to the destruction of the Maine
in President McKinley's message to
the United States Congress.

On this
point the memorandum says: ‘“‘Spain
has proposed arbitration, but the

United States refuses to give her the
right which is granted to g criminal,
namely, the right of defending her-
self. The Spanish Commissioners leave
the care of fixing the responsibility
for the explosion to the entire world
which will say whether those are re:
sponsible who desire the truth, or
those refusing to seek it.”

The newspapers generally express
relief at the signing of the treaty.
The independent organs, most of - the
provincial papers and the Carlist and
Republican journals, attack both po-
litical parties. Conservative and Lib-
eral, reproaching them equally with
having brought the country to the
present pass

“El Imparcial” alone publishes the
contents of the treaty, which pro-
duces a less unfavorable impression
than had been expected, owing to the
commercial and other concessions to
Spain.

-

Fatal Collapse of a Sewer.

BARCELONA, Dec. 11.—A large
quantity of brick work in a sewer in
course of construction here, collapsed

this afternoon, burying many of the
workmen. Eighteen bodies have been
recovered.

CITIZENS AFTER HIM.

Resignation of a Detroit Police
Commissioner Demanded.

DETROIT, Dec. 11.—The resignation
of Police Commissioner Ralph Phelps,
Jr., was demanded to-day at a mass-
meeting of representative citizens, held
in one of the leading churches. This
action is the direct result of recent agi-
tation toward the enforcement of iaw
and abolishing of vice by the Good Gov-
ernment League of Detroit and others.
Mr. Phelps is charged among other
things, with being on fifteen Iliquor
bonds prior to his appointment as Com-
missioner, when the law expressly pro-
vides that no one shall gign more than
two, and not being released from the
bonds after his appointment, with ab-
senting himself from this city for al-
most a year while Police Commission-
er, after having accepted the responsi-
bilities of office and with not being in
full sympathy with the enforcement
of the laws. The speaker, Rev. Walter
Hughson, then continued:

“We impeach Mr. Phelps before the
tribunal of the city of Detroit for his
incapacity, and demand that Mayor
Maybury shall, on our behalf, demand
his resignation. The honor of the city
demands his retirement and it can best
come about through his resignation. A
large number of pegple have lost con-
fidence in him. Wi want no man in
office who fails to appreciate trust and
responsibility and we charge this man
with incompetency. § We can have lit-
tle hope for the siticere enforcement
of law until there is#& change.”

The Good Governm@gnt League sprang

into existence at theé:last election and |

took a prominent pdrt in it. A f2w
weeks ago several local divines com-
menced a crusade wagainst so-called
“stall saloons” and have been since
waging relentless war upon them and
other forms of vice as well. This mass-
meeting of to-day, which embraced in
the audience a number of the city's
prominent business men and politicians,
partook .of the nature of a combining
of the forces of the Good Government
League and all the others who are ac-
tive in the presen® movement for the
enforcement of la and prevention of
vice. The membi of the league say
that to-day’s action is merely a start-
er, and that unless a change is made in
the policy of other city officers, more
charges and demands of resignation
will follow.

BRYAN HAS RESIGNED.

His Successor Has Been Decorated
by the Chinese Government.

SAVANNAH (Ga.), Dec 11.—General
Keifer, who is in command of the re-
maining troops of the Beventh Army
Corps since General Lee’s departure for
Cuba to-night, confirms the rumor of
Colonel W. J. Bryan’'s resignation of his
command. Both General Lee and Gen-
eral Keifer endeavored to induce Colo-
nel Bryan to go to Cuba, but were un-
successful.

Lijeutenant Colonel Vifquain of the
Third Nebraska Regiment, who will
succeed Colonel Bryan upon the latter’s
resignation, received notice to-day
from the Chinese Legation at Washing-
ton that the Bmperor of China had con-
ferred upon him the decoration of the
Order of the Double Dragon, in recog-
nition of his services to the Chinese
residents of the Republic of Colombia,
when he was United States Consul at
Panama.

Lieutenant Colonel Vifquain is a
graduate of the Royal Military Acad-
emy of Brussels, and served in the
service of the present King of Belgium.
He served throughout the clvil war in
the Union army, and was breveted
Brigadier General by Abraham Lincoln.

SPAIN'S PROTEST.

The “Times” Denominates It Un-
reasonable and Unjustifiable.

LONDON, Dec. 12.—The editorials in
the London morning papers express sat-
isfaction at the signing of the peace
treaty, the negotiations for which, the
“Daily News” remarks, have occupied
rather a longer time than the war.

The “Times,” pretty accurately rep-
regenting the views of the other papers
says:

“‘Spain has lost her colonies because
her colonial system was founded upon
speliation and tyranny.
States have not treated her any more
harshly than Germany treated France
in 1871, or Russia treated Turkey in
1878. Therefore, the Spanish memor-
andum of protest is unreasonable and
unjustified.”

The article then refers to the difli-
culties facing the United States and
expresses confidence that the ‘“healthy
vigor and practical capacity of the
Anglo-Saxons’” will be fully competent
to deal with them.

Pottery Syndicate Succeeds.

TRENTON (N. J.), Dec. 11.—The op-
tion secured by a syndicate of capital-
ists onr a large number of general ware
potteries in the United States, notably
those of East Liverpool and Trenton,
has been extended to April 1st. Tren-
ton manufacturers are confident the
syndicate will succeed and expect the
deal to be closed within a few weeks.
It is intimated that the absorption
may also include the potteries now be-
ing operated by the Trenton Pottery
Syndicate.

A Satisfactory Interview.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Dec. 11.—Os-
car Strauss, United States Minister to
Turkey, had an audience with the Sui-
tan on Friday. It was exceedingly cor-
dial and it is understood satisfactory
assurances were given to the American
Minister regarding a satisfactory set-
tlement of all' pending questions be-
tween the United States and Turkey,
including the payment of indemnity
for American losses in Armenia.

2 Dreyfus to Return.

PARIS, Dec. 11.—“Le Soir” this ev-
ening announces the return of Dreyfus
at an early date. It asserts that the
Government has decided upon this
course and has ordered a body of sol-
diers to be in readiness to escort him
from the port of landing to Paris.

Po of the Vatican.
ROME, Dec. 11.—The Pope has de-
cided that the Spanish policy of the
Vatican shall be anti-Carlist and not
neutral,

Picquart to be Released.
PARIS, Dec. 11.—“La Libertad” says
the temporary release of Colonel Pic-

quart has aiready been ordered,

"The United | ffer next previous

!with whom she lived near Caldwell,

T0 ADJOURN AT
AN EARLY DATE,

High Joint Commission of Americans
and Canadians.

Sessions Will Not Be Resumed Till After
March 4th,

Canadians Realize That They Will
Get Much Smaller Concessions
Than They Had Hoped For—
Woman Charged With Having
Poisoned Her Fifth and Sixth
Husbands.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.—It has been
agreed by the High Joint Commissions

of Americans and Canadians, which has |

been in session here several weeks, to
adjourn at an early date.
vet been formally anounced, but it is
understood that the day fixed for ad-
journment is December 20th. On the
evening of December 19th the Cana-
dians will give a banquet, to which the
Americans will be invited.

The understanding is that the ses-
sions will not be resumed until after
March 4th next, when the American
Commissioners, who are members of
the House and Senate, will have leisure
to devote to the negotiations. Whether
the sessions will be resumed at Quebec,
where they were begun, or in this city,
has not been stated.
adjourn has grown out of the develop-
ments of the past week. While there
are several protocols in the proposed
treaty, notably the Behring Sea, the
North Atlantic fisheries, reciprocity and
questions affecting the great lakes, re-
ciprocity is the one great subject in
which the Canadians are
Last week the High Commissioners
came nearer than they have ever been
before to the discussion of that sub-
ject. The Canadians had submitted
proposals, and on Wednesday the
Americans submitted counter propos-
als. These counter proposals showed
that the Americans were disposed to be

very unyielding, and that much smaller
concessions would really -be made than!

had been expected. The negotiations of
last week also convinced the Canadians

that free lumber, a consummation they

and all their people have devoutly
wished for, was impossible. The Amer-
ican Commissioners not only told the
Canadians so, but the lattér were in-
vited to the Capitol, and while there
met several prominent members of the
House and Senate, who impressed the
fact still more firmly upon them. It is
said that the Americans have agreed
to a small reduction of the duty on
live animals, and have intimated that
they may agree to a smail reduction in
the @uty on lumber, now $2 per thou-
sand. The Canadians had hoped for
much larger concessions.

This condition of things, and the ap-
parent impossibility of reaching an
agreement before Christmas, are said
to have led to the decision for an ad-
journment. The Senate may be called
in session after March 4th to transact
business, when there would be ample
time to present any {reaty that may
have been framed with Canada.

At present the outlook for an agree-
ment is not bright.

POISONED TWO HUSBANDS.

Oklahoma Grand Jury So Charges
Mrs. Lulu Johnson.
PERRY (0. T.), Dec. 11.—Mrs. Lulu
Jchnson, 60 years old, has been indict-
ed by the Grand Jury, charged with the
murder of her last two husbands, Shir-
ley and J. W. Johnson. She has had

six or seven husbands altogether, and
The |

has been a widow as many times.
body of Johnson was taken up recently,
and arsenic was found in the stomach
and liver by Professor Edward Barlew,
chemist from the University of Kansas.
husband, Shirley,

Kan., died four years ago. Professor
Barlow has now found Shirley’s liver
well preserved by the arsenic in it.

Johnson was strong and healthy, but
soon after his marriage he began to
have attacks of nausea and headaches,
and finally succumbed after an illness
of thirty hours.

No doctor was called, and Mrs. John-
son and her little boy were the only
persons present at the death, Some
time after the funeral there was so
much gossip among the neighbors that
the body was taken up and examined.
Mrs. Johnson’s husbands were: Leon-
ard, Davis, Humphreys, Parks, Shirley
and Johnson. Her trial was set for
Friday.

PORTO RICAN CURRENCY.

PROBLEM FOR OUR GOVERN-
MENT TO SOLVE.

Result of Spain’s Foreing Depreci-
ated Coin omn the
Island.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.—Assistant
Secretary Vanderlip, who is not expected
here until December 20th, in his second
informal report of his observations in
Porto Rico, says the history of the cur-
rency situation is about this:

“The island some twenty-five years
ago was using American currency. At
the time of the emancipation the Span-
ish Government found the value of sil-
ver declining, and it discovered that it
would be profitable to make payment
in Mexican dollars, and in that way tke
currency was brought to a silver basis.
The heavy payments for crops made a
reduction in the currency, and a great
deal of it was shipped away.. Eventu-
ally the Government decided on a coin-
age for the island, making a further
profit by debasing the silver in the
peso. The silver in the peso is 900 fine.
The Spanish Government gave this new
peso a certain redeemability, offering to

This has not |

The decision to|

interested. |

redeem it at the Bank of Spain at Ma-
drid at 95 in gold, and I understand
that some of the coins have been re-
deemed at that rate, although compara-
tively few of them have been carried
back to Spain,

“One of the American commanders
reports to me that a condition that
must be taken into account is the
ownership of most of the plantations.
They are nearly all owned by Spaniards
—a great many of them by Spaniards
residing in Spain. This has resulted,
instead of an apparent balance of
trade considerably in favor of the
island, in a real balance against the
island. The great sugar plantations
owned by people residing in Spain
have, after years, raised a crop of
sugar at an extremely low labor cost.
The sugar has been sold abroad, and
practically the whole return for it has
remained abroad, creating no demand
for exchange against the island. About
the only thing that has been imported
is a little calico, and while the trade
returns show a large excess of exports,
the value of those exports never re-
turns in any form to the island. When
the American troops landed it was
thought an easy temporary solution of
the situation to fix the rate of exchange
as between American dollars and pesos
at two for one. That worked satisfac-
torily for a little while, but the ex-
change dealers soon found that they
could make a more profitable rate of
exchange, and our ratio, therefore, he-
came ineffective and inoperative. The
| settlement of the question lies between
two extremes: on the one hand the fix-
ing the value of the peso at the exact
value of the bullion, and, on the other,
giving it an equivalent gold value,
equal to the nominal redeemable rate
of 95, which the Spanish Government
fixed.

“An army officer with whom I talked
is in favor of an immediate forced sub-
stitution of our currency for the pres-
ent Porto Rican currency, and thinks
this might be done by military order
fixing the rate of exchange. The ques-
tion is, what rate should be fixed? It
is not believed the average rate of ex-
change for a series of vears should be
taken. - Exchange dealers have con-
trolled the situation, with little refer-
ence to the actual balance of trade. It
would be a hardship on the debtor class
I to have the peso too high, and the
debtor class ig the whole working popu-
lation of the island. There is a great
amount of small debts. No one seems
| to work without the spur of a debt
behind him, and to compel the repay-
ment of these debt® in a coinage more
| valuable than that in which they were
{ contracted would be a great hardship.

“Attempts are now being made to
collect internal taxes, but at present
armed guards have to be sent with the
collector. The scheme of taxation is
something like this: The central Gov-
ernment levied on the municipalities (a
municipality covers not only a city, but
a district) a certain amount that must
be collected for the support of the Gov-
ernment. The municipality adds to
that further sums for local expendi-
| tures. The scheme of taxation by which
! this total amount was collected varies
| in the different municipalities. It is
Iquite the reverse from our internal
i revenue taxes, for little, if anything, is
laid on the manufacture of spirits and
| tobacco. The best opinion is that the
| judicious introduction of our internal
| revenue system and the abandonment
| of the Spanish system would be wise.
| The raising of taxes on spirits would
{ be a popular movement, and the aban-
| donment of other forms of taxes would
i give the new scheme further popular-
lity. It is thought by some that for the
present we are collecting too much rev-
! enue, for the reason that up to this
| time there has been practically no ex-
penditure.

“There has been a good deal of dis-
turbance and destruction of property
in Aguadilla, the province at the north-
west corner of the island, and in Maya-
guez. It is thought $500,000 worth of
property has been destroyed in Agua-
dilla, and that practically nothing could
be raised there this season.”

GENERAL LEE SAILS.

He Will Not Enter Havana Till the
First of January.

SAVANNAH (Ga.), Dec. 11.—General
Lee and staff sailed for Cuba this af-
ternoon on the transport Panama.
Crowds of people lined the wharves
as the transport passed down the
river. As the tug boats cut loose, the
siren taken from the Spanish cruiser
Almirante Oquendo after the battle of
Santiago, and now on the tug Cam-
brit, screeched the Panama a parting
salute.

General Lee will remain outside of
Havana until January 1lst, when he
enter the city.

The Panama will land at Marianao,
where General Lee will establish his
headquarters on the camp site selected
by Colonel Hecker for the Seventh
Corps, and will remain there until he
enters Havana. With General Lee on
the Panama were Lieutenant Colonel
J. H. Dorst, Adjutant General and
Chief of Staff; Lieutenant Sartoris,
aide; Major R, E. L. Michie, Assist-
ant Adjutant General; Lieutenant
Colonel William Livermore, Chief En-
gineer; Colonel O. E. Wood, Chief
Commissary; Lieutenant Colonel Mgus,
Chief Surgeon; Lieutenant Colonel R.
Curtis Guild, Inspector General; Lieu-
tenant Colonel Roger Birnie, Chief
Ordnance Officer; Lieutenant Colonel
Charles H. Ribbel, Judge Advocate;
Lieutenant Colonel J. E. Maxfield,
Chief Signal Officer, and Major Russell
B. Harrison, Provost Marshal.

In addition to his staff, there were
on board Major George Fowler, Con-
sulting Surgeon; Lieutenants Wilson
and Field, Lieutenant Metcalfe, Assist-
ant Provost Marshal; Lieutenant
Schuyler Schieffelein, aide to General
F. V. Greene; Lieutenant Goodman,
Assistant Engineer. The party num-
bers about one hundred, including
clerks, orderlies and couriers, The
corps headquarters wagon team was
also on board.

The Panama carried no troops out-
side of General Lee’s staff and other
officers accompanying him. She is ex-
pected to arrive at Marianao Tuesday.

Statement of Imports.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11. — The
monthly statement of imports into the
United States for the month of No-
vember, made by the Bureau of Sta-
tistics, shows that during that month
the imports of wool amounted to $647,-
384, as against $1,052,384 for Novem-
ber, 1897. During the same month the
imports of tea aggregated $816,066, as
against $1,685,040 for November last
year, both showing a material de-
crease. The imports of sugar, how-
ever, increased from $2275407 in No-
vember, 1897, to $3,637,495, or about
60 per centum,

NICARAGUA
CANAL BILL,

Senate Proceedings Will Depend on
Its Disposition.

Senator  Morgan Will

TO'DI].

Call It Up

Opponents of the Bill Will Pro«
pose to Defer Consideration of
It Until After the Christmas
Holidays — Appropriation Bills
Will Have Right of Way in the
House — Army Bills in Both
Houses Likely to Provoke De«~
bate.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.—The course
of proceedings in the Senate this weekl
will depend upon the disposition that is
made of the Nicaragua Canal bill. It
is Senator Morgan’s intention to call
up this measure Monday and he has
expressed the hope that he will secure
action at the Monday session. Few of
his most sanguine co-workers agree
with him in this opinion and the best
indication is that unless agreement can
be reached for postponement, severak
days at least will be consumed in it9
consideration. The opponents of the
measure will meet its supporters with aj
proposition to defer consideration until
after the Christmas holidays, and they
will give as their reason for this re-
quest the fact that the report of tha
Government Commission appointed to
investigate the feasibility of the canal
has not yet been made, urging the ime
portance of receiving the informatiomnt
which the commission will be able to
furnish before acting upon so important
a question. If the bill is taken up in
earnest it will consume the greater por=
tion of the Senate’s time until finaky]
disposed of.

Another subject on the calendar is
the anti-scalping bill, which Senator
Cullom has informed the Senate he
will seek to get up at an early day,
but he will meet with opposition if he
makes the effort and is rot likely to
succeed thus early in the session.

The special order for Monday at 2
o’clock is the bill providing for the reg=-
istry of foreign built ships, but if the
Nicaragua Canal bill should be taken
up the registry bill would not be ale
lowed to consume much time. Senator
Morrill has given notice of a motion
Tuesday to consider the bill providing
for the purchase of a site for the Unit=
ed States Supreme Court, but the pro=
ceedings with reference to this meas-
ure will be confined to a speech by the
Vermont Senator.

The urgent army deficiency bill will
receive attention early in the week. The
Committee on Appropriations will meat
Monday and it is not believed more than
one meeting on the bill will be neces-
sary. Senator Allison, Chairman of
the committee, hopes therefore, to get
the bill before the Senate for considera~
tion Tuesday.

It has been prophesied that the army;
bill would be used as a pretext for dis-
cussion of the Spanish war and the fear
of such a course has not entirely sub-
sided.

Beyond the first three days there is
no program mapped out for the House
this week. To-morrow will be devot=
ed, under the rules, to the consideration
of business relating to the District of
Columbia and on Tuesday the District
of Columbia appropriation bill will be
taken up. This is in pursuance of the
determination of the leaders to give the
appropriation bills the right of way
whenever one is ready. There is noth-
ing in the district bill this yvear to at=
tract opposition and unless the unex-
pected happens, the bill ought to pass
Tuesday or Wednesday at the latest.
The Appropriations Sub-Committee on
Pensions will commence work on the
pension appropriations bill to-morrow,
but it can hardly be ready before next
week. It is confidently expected how-
ever, that the bill will be passed before
the holidays. It is possible that Chair-
man Hull of the Military Affairs Com-
mittee will be able to bring in the army;
reorganization bill as soocn as the dis-
trict appropriation bili is out of the
way. He is exceedingly anxious to get
the bill into the House at the earliest
possible moment, as he is particularly;
solicitous that it should pass the
House before the holidays. If it should
follow the district bill a very interest-
ing debate would be precipitated. The
future policy of the Government is out-=
lined in the bill for the increase of the
standing army and the whole subject
will be opened up. The Democrats are
divided upon the question of increasing
the regular army, but how far the op-
position will go in antagonizing the
measure it is impossible to forecast.
Only last week during the debate on
the uggency deficiency bill, De Armond
(Mo.), one of the leaders, evaded a ii-
rect reply when the question was put
fairly at him by Cannon, Chairman of
the Appropriations Committee, If the
army reorganization bill does not come
up the various committees under the
call will probably be allowed to rlean
up business which they have on the
calendar.

SAILED FOR CUBA. %

Transport Saratoga Took the Tenth
‘Infantry Yesterday.

CHARLESTON (S. C.), Dec. 11.—At
noon to-day the transport Saratoga,
with the First Battalion of the Tenth
Infantry, sailed for Cuba.

Colonel Pierson, who commands tha
Tenth Infantry, was in command to-
day, and in addition to the men the
Saratoga carried baggage and supplies
for the regiment. The Saratoga left her
dock at 12 o'clock, and an hour later
was at sea. The transport will return

here in a few days for the Second Bat-

talion of the Tenth Infantry.

The Last One Gone.

NILES (Mich.), Dee. 11.—James
Shaw, the only surviving member of
the State Legislature of 1847, when
Detroit was the capital of Michigan,
died last night, aged 86.
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