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CONTROVERSY
OVER ARMY BEEF.

Tie Court of inquiry Continues the
Hearing of Testimony

i Relation to the Charges Recently Made
by Major General Miles.

Officers Condemn Practically With-
out Exception the Canned Roast

Beef Furnished as a Travel Ra-

tion, Declaring It Unpalatable

and Wanting in Nutriment.

"WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.?The court
of inquiry engaged in investigating- the
beef charges preferred by General
.Miles continued to-day, the hearing of
testimony bearing on the controversy.

A number of army officers who partici-
pated in the Santiago campaign were
heard. Practically without exception,
the officers condemned the canned roast,beef furnished as a travel ration, and
reviewed complaints about it which the
men very generally made, declaring it
unpalatable and wanting in nutriment.

On the other hand, the refrigerated
beef suffered but little at the hands of
to-day's witnesses, it being generally-
conceded that it was good when deliv-
ered from the transports, and when it
escaped the decomposing effect of the
tropical sun en route to the several
commands it was found to be satisfac-
tory. Difficulty in preventing taint be-
fore cooking was experienced gener-

ally. There was very little in to-day's

testimony pointing to the use of chem-
icals on this beef.

The contention of General Miles that
the army in Cuba and Porto Rico
should have been supplied with herds
of cattle, or beef on the hoof, instead of

refrigerated beet, was supported by

every witness who to-day gave hia
opinion upon this question.

A feature of to-day's examinations
was the general assertion of witnesses
that they would not have felt it due to

themselves or the men to have made
any special report upon the beef had
it not been for the special orders call-
ing for such reports, but rather would
have permitted the unsatisfactory ra-
tion to pass without further notice, as
an incident to warfare and to the pecu-
liarly trying conditions with which the
army was confronted at the outbreak
of the war.

A number of officers testified to the
belief that a very small,, proportion of

siekn«ss in Cuba was due to the beef
or unwholesome rations, but rather to
the climate.
TESTIMONY AT YESTERDAY'S

SESSION OF THE COURT.
WASHINGTON. Feb. 21?The S&S-

sion of the Miles court of inquiry began

to-day with Colonel William H. Powell
of the Seventh Infantry, who was sta-

Jioned at Madison Barracks at the out-

break of the war, on the stand. He said

that he started for Tampa April Wth

with a month's rations and did not
come in contact with the food from

the Commissary" Department at Tampa

until about ready to start for Cuba. The

regiment went through the Santiago

campaign, and after the city was cap-

tured and the regiment quartered in

the city he received requests from his

men for money to buy stuff to eat. He
investigated the so-called canned roast
beef and had some of it served at his
own table.

"I could not eat it," he continued. "It

was a stringy, unwholesome looking

mass more like seaweed than anything

else I can think of. The men were sick

and debilitated and could not keep it

on their stomachs. We had at that

time 152 sick. Soon after that the
fresh beef began to arrive and the men
ate readily and began to pick up in
health. Afterward we were moved out

of camp near the San Juan battlefield.
Here, much of our meats spoiled before

we could get it."
Colonel Davis inquired if "any other

complaints had been received?"
"I would like to emphasize," sail

Colonel Powell, "that the enlisted men
of the army are not in the habit of
complaining. They seem to feel in

campaign that the officers are doing ail

that can be done for them, and I can't
say that I received anything that could
be termed complaints. The officers dis-
cussed the matter freely and the qual-
ity of the canned beef was a matter of
common talk."

Regarding the refrigerated beef, Col-
onel Powell said there was little to be

said against it, except that some of it
spoiled before it was received. There
weie no facilities for cooking while in
the city. <-xcept a fire in the gutter, and
all food had to be boiled. The regiment

worked very hard while in the city,

eighty-nine being on guard duty daily.

Some of these were so sick that they
Ml d<,wn at their posts, and had to be
brought in.

Witness thought the men would be
better off in ihe country, and he di-
rected his energies toward getting them
out of town, rather than reporting on
the quality of the rations. He had tried
to get better qualities, but failed, and
tried to get medical assistance to help
his own contract surgeon, but this
failed also.

"You made no official report at that
time, then?" said Colonel Davis, "nor
any effort to ameliorate the condition
of the men as to their meat rations?"

"No, sir; Imade no official report un-
til after returning to the States, wh n
I was ordered by the War Department
to report on the canned roast beef.''

"Yes, I understand."
Colonel Davis then produced a report

from witness made from Governor's
Island. September 20th, in which he
condemned the canned roast beef, say-
ing it produced disorders of the stom-
ach. Colonel Powell said he had made
that report on an order from the Ad-
jutant General's office, and that it was
based on personal knowledge and re-
ports, from his company commandeis.

Colonel' Powell concluded by review-
ing the decrease in sickness after the
Issue of fresh beef and removal of the
camp to the hills. After replying to a
question, he said he attributed the sick-
ness more to hygienic causes than to
the food. His command was overwork-

Ed and badly quartered and clothed,
and appeared to be a complete wreck.
He expressed an inability to estimate
the amount of sickness due to food.
Explaining his expression "want of nu-
tritive value," he said the beef gave
no pleasure in eating nor source of
strength to the body.

In reply to a question from Colonel
Davis, he said the issue of fresh beef
was made direct through the regimen-
tal commissary, without the interven-
tion of brigade commissaries. Colonel
Davis placed a number of questions to
develop if possible the responsibility
for the fresh beef reaching the regi-
ments in spoiled condition. Colonel
Powell said to Colonel Gillespie that
the fresh beef was generally wholesome
but never thoroughly good when issued
in the morning and often was putrid
when distributed late in the afternoon.
Replying to another question, he said
he had declared to fellow-officers
either at Santiago or at Montauk that
the refrigerator beef tasted as though
it had coma in contact with chloroform
or kerosene. This was noticeably true
when broiled.

For years he had not personally used
refrigerated beef upon his own table
because he felt it would nauseate
him.

In reply to a direct question of Col-
onel Davis, the witness said he had
never entertained an idea at Santiago
or at Montauk that the beef had been
treated chemically to preserve it. Re-
plying further, he expressed the belief
that had a herd of cattle been about
the camp in Cuba all killing would
have had to be done after sunset and
all issued before 8 o'clock in the morn-
ing. Reasoning from his experience in
the Civil War, when cattle on the hoof
were slaughtered and issued at night
and satisfaction resulted, he thought
cattle on the hoof in Cuba would have
been preferable to the refrigerated beef
supply.

Colonel Albert Smith, Fifteenth In-
fantry, followed Colonel Powell and
testified that his regiment left New
Yorkon April 10th and went to Tampa,
but he was relieved om June oth and did
not join his regiment again until late
in July, when he reached Santiago.
General Ames was brigade commander.
Refrigerated beef was being used and
continued to be supplied until August
Bth, when the regiment embarked for
the North.

"The beef was good," he said, "ex-
cept one day when it was spoiled. I
understood that the beef had been ly-
ing in the sun on the dock."

The canned roast beef, he said, was
used on the return trip. He did not
know how much was used, but it was
employed with tomatoes in making
soup. The orders to embark were ver-
bal and the rations supplied at the
Commissary's discretion. Colonel Smith
said he had reason to belieA-e very- little
earned roast beef had been eaten ex-
cept in soup. Investigation made in
September showed that it had given
practically no satisfaction in either
soup or when eaten from the can. He
had never heard of its being received
prior to the Spanish war. He sup-
posed it was intended to be eaten from
the can since it was issued as a travel
ration. Colonel Smith said he had not
felt it his duty to make a report had
it not been called for by the depart-
ment, as he was not directly in con-
tact with his regiment during the time

i when the most dissatisfaction was al-
leged to have existed.

Replying to Colonel Davis, he said he
had no suspicion while using either the
canned or refrigerated beef that it had
been treated with chemicals. In a gen-
eral way he said he should have chosen
beef on the hoof in preference to re-
frigerated beef had he been given the
choice. As there was no option at the
time he had not thought particularly
about the question.

Lieutenant Colonel Charles D Viele
of the First Cavalry, another of the
regular army officers who had been
through the Shafter campaign, followed
with a long recital of his exDerience
with canned roast beef.

Colonel Davis?What did you have as
a meat ration going down on the trans-
ports?

Witness?Canned roast beef.
Colonel Davis?What did you have in

Cuba? -\u25a0
Witness?Canned roast beef, excel*

for a few days before leaving for home,
when we had refrigerated beef.

Colonel Davis?What did you have on
the transports coming home?

Witness?Canned roast beef.
Colonel Davis?What satisfaction did

it give?
Witness?lt did not give any satis-

faction at all.
Colonel Davis?What complaints were

made to you as to this beef?
Witness?There were no complaints.

There was ho chance to get anything
else, and the men took it and said noth-
ing.

Colonel Davis?They did use it then?
Witness?l did not say they used it.

It was issued, and they took it. I saw
a good deal of it thrown overboard.

Colonel Davis?What did you do
toward getting something to replace it?

Witness?l did nothing; there was
nothing to do. There was nothing else
to be had.

Colonel Davis?Have you made any
reports on this subject?

Witness ?Yes, I have made three re-
ports.

Colonel Davis ?But why was it you
made no official reports on this subject
while you were in the field?

Witness ?For one reason, that for a
long time there was not a sheet of pa-
per in my command.

Colonel Viele said that hp did take up
jthe subject of beef after the command
i got back to Montauk, and sent out a
1 circular letter to his troop command-
ers asking for reports. This was before
he received officialnotice from the War
Department that a report on this sub-
ject would be wanted. All the refrig-
erated l>eef his command received In
Santiago seemed to be good. He only-
remembered one issue which was taint-
ed. He had no complaints as to it
from the men.

"Did you have any reason to suspect
while you were at Santiago that the re-
frigerated beef had been treated with
chemicals?" asked Colonel Davis.

"I had never heard of such a thing
at the time," was the reply, "and such
an explanation did not occur to me."

"Did you eat any of the refrigerated
meat yourself?"

"Once; that was enough for me."
Responding to a request from Colonel

Davis for his. opinion as to the compar-
ative desirability of beef on the hoof
and refrigerated beef, he thought the
former would have been preferable, be-
caus cattle could be driven to the
camps, slaughtered, lrsued and cooked

Brigadier General Hawkins was next
called. He said complaints against
canned roast beef and canned corned

REORGANIZATION
OF THE ARMY BILL.

Formal Discussion of the Hull-Haw-
ley Measure

Begun at Yesterday Afternoon's Session in
Upper House of Congress.

Cockrell Speaks for the Opponents

to the Bill,Declaring That They

Were Willing to Give the Pres-

ident All the Money and Men

Desired, but Were Determined
no Standing Army Should he

Fastened Upon the Country

Without Full and Free Discus-

sion.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.?Formal
discussion of the Hull-Hawley army j
reorganization bill was begun in the i
Senate this afternoon. Hawley and \
Warren, Republicans, supported the ',
measure, and Mitchell and Cockrell, ;
Democrats, opposed it, while Proctor, ;
Republican, addressed the Senate in |
favor of some amendments which he j
proposed to the bill. All the speakers j
are members of the Committee on Mili-j
tary Affairs. Cockrell's speech, though ;
brief, was particularly notable, as he j
spoke definitely for the opposition to j
the army bill. He declared practically j
in so many words that the Hull-Haw-
ley bill could not become a law at this
session. He and those who stood with
him were willing to give the President
all the money and every man he
should desire, but they were determined
that no great standing army should be |
fastened uppn the country without full
and free discussion.

The Postoffice appropration bill was |
passed to-day, Butler of North Carolina
and Pettigrew of South Dakota having
concluded their speeches.

Soon after the Senate convened Pet-
tigrew of South Dakota presented res-
olutions from the Legislature of South
Dakota urging the Senators of that
State to support the treaty' of peace.
Commenting upon the resolutions, Pet-
tigrew said that he denied the right of
the Legislature ?to instruct him, al-
though he was always glad to hear
from that body.

"The present Legislature of South
Dakota" he said, "is the third since I
was elected a Senator the last time 1. In
one a resolution was passed indorsing
the free and unlimited coinage of sil-
ver. Both houses of the next Legis-
lature passed a similar resolution. The
present Legislature is in favor of the
single gold standard. If I should un-
dertake to follow the course laid down j
by the Legislature I would be on al- |
most every side of almost every public
question."

The conference report on the legis-
lative, executive and judicial appropri-
ation billwas agreed to.

Allison reported from the Finance
Committee a House joint session
amending the Act of June 18. 1898, by
adding to it a provision that whenever
a bond or note shaJl be secured by a
mortgage or deed of trust, but one
stamp shall be required, that being the
highest for either paper. The bill was
passed.

Quay of Pennsylvania, Chairman of
the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds, presented a batch of reports
favorable to the erecting of public
buildings in various parts of the coun-
try.

A message was received from the
House transmitting the bill passed by
that body appropriating $20,000,000 to
be paid to Spain in' accordance wdth
the terms of the Paris treaty. It was
referred to the Committee on Appro-
priations.

The postoffice appropriation bill was
laid before the Senate, and its consid-

| eration was resumed.
At 2 o'clock the debate closed and

;the voting began.
Butler's amendment reducing the

amount paid to railroads was defeated
?45 to 15.

The bill was then passed.
Hawley was recognized to speak on

the army reorganization bill, and as he
proceeded was given very close atten-
tion. He said he did not see how any-
body could have voted against taking
up the bill, for it was evident to all
that it was necessary to do something
to strengthen the President's arm. He
thought there couJd be no doubt that
the Spanish Cortes would ratify the
Paris treaty within the next two or
three days. With this proceeeding con-
cluded and the exchange completed,
the army necessarily must be reduced
to its original dimensions of 27,000, un-
less some new laws should be enacted.

Mitchell of Wisconsin, also a mem-
ber of the Military Committee, followed
Hawley. He criticised the Hull bill,
saying that it was not, as is claimed,
a reorganization bill, as the only ma-
terial change in the present system
was in the artillery. He then took up
various details of the bill, outlining his
objections to arguments in favor of
them, one by one.

Proctor, a member of the Military Af-
fairs Committee, offered his amend-
ments proposed yesterday. Proctor said
that if the present bill became a law
no proper reorganization of the army
could be expected for twenty-five years.
Under the present system there was a
constant scramble to get out of the
fighting branch of the service and into
the staff, a scramble, which, he said,
was unseemly. The officer with the
strongest "ptril" and the greatest po-
litical influence was able to gain his
point

Warren of Wyoming, a member of the
Military Affairs Committee, delivered
a carefully prepared speech, largely
technical in its nature, in the course of
which he contrasted the Hull-Hawley
bill and also as the "makeshift" offered
by Cockrell. He felt that the Hull-
Hawley measure ought «to be passed
without delay. He maintained that the
day had passed when an army of 25.000
men was sufficient for the needs of this
country. The seacoast fortifications
alone required 21,000. and quite as many
more men were required for army duty;

on the frontiers. This, too, aside from
the men now needed in our island pos-
sessions.

He declared that the regular army,
seemed to be regarded by some as al-
most a pestilence, rather than a thing
to be supported. He thought it not too
much that this nation support as sol-
diers four men in each 5,000 of the
population of the country. He de-
clared that the toilers and taxpayers
were not protesting against a proper
army bill, and) that they would not for-
give those who proposed to leave the
President without a sufficient army
force.

Cockrell, the leading Democratic mem-
ber of the Military Affairs Committee,
agreed that reorganization of the
army was aboslutely necessary. It
was evident, he said, that either the
organization was deficient or the offi-
cers inefficient. Cockrell declared
there was no sufficient time in the ten
remaining days of this session to dis-
cuss, formulate and pass a perfect re-
organization bill, and he added that no
billsuch as had been proposed should ba
passed.

"We propose," said he, "ample pro-
vision for every emergency. We will
give the Executive every dollar and
every man to sustain the Government
thait is necessary."

"I indulge in a filibuster occasionally
myself." said Mason, interrupting
Cockrell, "but I always give full notice
when I mean to do so. I think it per-
fectly permissible under the rules, and
I would like to have the Missouri Sen-
ator inform us if such is his purpose

; now."
j "I'm always frank." replied Cockrell,

i"and I am frank when I say that I
I have no intention of beginning a flli-
: buster. I only want to secure a full
[ and fair discussion of the army bill,
such consideration as so important a
measure should have, and every Scnn-

: tor here knows that it is impossible to
| get such discussion in the days left of

' the session."
"Then," retorted Mason, "we are not

to have an announced filibuster?"
1 Without replying, Cockrell, at 4:30 p.
! m.. yielded the floor to Pritchard, and

> the Senate, on his motion, went Into
executive session.

At 0:02 p. m. the Senate adjourned.
HOUSE PROCEEDINGS.

WASHINGTON, Feb.2l.?The House
reached the last page of the naval bill
to-day, and adjourned with a point cf

I order against a provision fixing the
price of armor plate at $545 per ton.
The provision in the billwent out on a
point of order, on the ground that it, was not limited to the armor to be pur-

' chased with the appropriation in the
bill, whereupon it was modified to meet

| this objection against it, the point of
order pending at adjournment being
raised.

Much of the time to-day was occu-
pied in debating the amendment offered
by Mudd (R.) of Maryland, appropriat-
ing $720,000 to complete the ' three
buildings authorized to be erected at
the Naval Academy at Annapolis. The
Naval Committee, with the exception
of Cummings, strenuously opposed pro-
ceeding with the work of rehabilitating
the Naval Academy until comprehen-
sive plans had been decided upon, but
the House overruled the committee and
adopted the amendment ?75 to 53.

Two important provisions in the par-
agraph providing for the construction
jof the new ships w«nt out on points
lof order. One provided that no more
than two battleships, two armored and
two protected cruisers should be built
at any one yard, and the other provid-
ed that no bid for the construction of
ships should be entertained from any
firm or company which had not at the
time of bidding an adequate plant

Democratic Advisory Committee.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 .?Chairman

Jones of the Democratic National Com-
jmittee has appointed an advisory com-
jmittee to the National Campaign Com-
mittee, the object being to advance the
interests of the Democratic committee
along the lines of the national platform.
The committee, of which Mr. Jones
himself is a member, includes Stephen
M. White of California. D. J. Campau
of Michigan, Norman Mack of New-
York, John P. Altgeld of Illinois and
George Fred Williams of Massachu-
setts. The headquarters will be in
Washington.

An Express Car Robbed.
KANSAS CITY (Mo.), Feb. 21.?A

special to the "Star" from Cherryville,
Kans., says: An express car on the
Cherryville train, on a branch of the
Santa Fc Railway, was robbed of a
large amount of currency and money
orders to-day in , this city, while Ex-
press Messenger Cooper was at break-
fast. The safe was opened with a skel-
eton key. The amount secured is not
given. The robbers escaped,

given. The robbers escaped. It is
stated that the robbers secured about
$-1,000, the Wells-Fargo Express Com-
pany being the loser.

Two Women Fatally Injured.
' CHICAGO, Feb. 21.?Two women were
fatally injured in a boarding house fire
at 330 Michigan avenue. The injured:
Theresa Boyle, jumped from third-story

windcw, both legs broken and internal
injuries; Josephine Wright, jumped
from third-story window, internal in-
juries. Grace Rockwell and Cecil G. L.
Garret were rescued in an unconscious
condition. A number of other board-
ers were compelled to jump to save
themselves.

Baseball Deal.
NEW YORK, Feb. 21.?1n the Coun-

ty Circuit Court at Jersey City to-day
Judge Nevins granted the- application
for the issue- of a new certificate of
sixty-one shares of stock of the Brook-
lyn Baseball Club to William G. Byrnes
in place .of the like number of shares
held by the late Charles Byrnes. Which
cannot be found. With this judgmenc
authorizing the transfer of the Balti-
more Club to Brooklyn, the consolida-
tion of the Brooklyn and Baltimore
Clubs, can now be consummated.

Rowland Wins His Suit.
CHICAGO, Feb. 21.? E. D. Morgan

Rowland, the wealthy young clubman
of New York, who suffered the loss of a
$500 bill which he handed to a waiter
in the Grand Pacific Hotel to pay for a
meal, the waiter decamping with the
money, was awarded a verdict to-day

against the proprietors of the hotel for
the amount lost.

Stockton's Public Building.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21?The Senate

Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds to-day adopted favorable re-
ports on buildings as follows: To in-
crease the amount of cost of buildings
at Omaha. Neb., to $1,800,000: at
Stockton, Cal.. to $156,900.

REBELS PLAN AN
ATTACK ON MANILA

An Edict Issued by an Offcer of
the Filipino Government

Calling Upon Insurgents to Make War
Without Quarter on Americans.

Filipino Families Not to be Mo-

lested, but All Other Indi-

viduals, of Whatever Race They

May be, to be Exterminated
Without Compassion, After the
Extermination of the Army of
Occupation.

?:

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.?The fol-
lowing dispatch was received this af-
ternoon from General Otter:

Manila, Feb. 21.?Adjutant General,
Washington: The following was issued
by an important officer of the in-
surgent Government at Malolos, Feb-
ruary 15, 1899, for execution during
that evening and night in this city

"First?You will so dispose that at 8
o'clock at night the individuals of the
territorial militia at your order will be
found united in all of the streets of
San Pedro, armed with their balos and
?revolvers, or guns and ammunition, if
convenient.

"Second?Philippine families only will
be respected. The,y should not be mo-
lested, but all other individuals, of
whatever race they may be, will be ex-
terminated without any compassion
after the extermination of the army of
occupation.

"Third?The defenders of the Philip-
pines in your command win"attack tha
guard at Bilibid and liberate the pris-
oners and 'presidarios' and having ac-
complished this, they will be armed,
saying to them: 'Brothers, we must
avenge ourselves on the Americans and
exterminate them, that we may take
our revenge for the infamy and treach-
ery which they have committed upon
us; have no compassion upon them; at-
tack with vigor. All Filipinos en-
masse will second you ; long live
Filipinos independence "

"Fifth?The order which will be fol-
lowed in the attack will be as follow s:
The sharpshooters of Tondo and San+a
Ana will begin the attack from without,
and these shots will be the signal for
the militia of Troso, Binonde, Quiato
and Sampaloe to go out into the street
and do their duty; those of Pake, Er-
mita and Malate, Santa Cruz and San
Miguel will not start out until 12
o'clock, unless they see that their com-
panions need assistance.

"Sixth?The militia of Tondo will
start out at 3 o'clock in the morning;
if all do their duty our reve.ige w-ni be
complete. Brothers. Europe contem-
plates, we know how to die as men,
shedding our blood in defense of the
liberty of- our country. Death to the
tyrants. War without* quarter to the
false Americans who have deceived us.
Either independence or death."

The dispatch of General Otis indicated
by dashes, the officials were unable to
decipher to-night. There is no "fourth"
paragraph in the insurgent statement
as furnished to the press.

ALL QUIET AT ILOILO AND
MANILA.

MANILA, Feb. 21.-5:15 p. m.-The
United States transport Newport has
arrived from here from Iloilo with dis-
patches from General Miller to General
Otis. She reports all quiet at Iloilo.
The American troops there are occu-
pying the suburbs of Jaro and Molo.
Business has been resumed generally
with the outside world. Some rice is
coming in from the provinces, ard
there has been no fighting since Febru-
ary 12th. All is quiet at Manila. The
heat is causing some inconvenience, but
no casualties have been reported

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.?The War
Department has received the following-

Manila, Feb. 21.?Adjutant General",
Washington: General Millerreports on
the 19th inst. that the insurgent forces
a few miles out from, Iloiloare believed
!to be disintegrating. Can maintain
his position with present force. Busi-
ness in city being resumed. He has sent
up for representative men officials from
the capital of the island of Negros,
where the American flag was raised
and American protection requested
against small insurgent forces on the
island. Affairs there and in Cebu very
encouraging. Shall endeavor to main-
tain and improve promising conditions.
Affairs here quiet. Small insuigent
forces east of city driven away with
a considerable loss to enemy. Addi-
tional casualties:

First Washington?Wounded, Febru-
ary 19th, Company L, Private Carson-
ellis, blow; accidental Killed, Feb-
ruary 20th, Company X, Privates Alton
A. Reinhart; Company M, John F.
Adams.

First California?Wounded, February
20th, Company L, Privates Arthur
Buhl, thumb; John W. Parno, arm;
Max R. Krux, arm; Thomas C. Haley,
t'.ugh.

Casualties near Iloilo, Panay Island,
February 14th:
IEighteenth Infantry?Killed, Com-
pany A, Corporal Robert S. Grigs uy.
Wounded ?Company A, Sergeant Rob-
ert Jennings, thigh; Company J, Cor-
poral James H. Saunders, nipple. All
wounds above slight. OTIS.

Owing to lack of punctuation and
regard to economy in cable tolls. Gen-
eral Otis' bulletin is not very clear in
some essential points, particularly the
reference to the island of Negros. A
careful study of the dispatch on that
point has convinced the officials here
that General Otis means to say that
four representative inhabitants of the
island of Negros have come to Manila,
having been sent by General Miller to
meet and confer with General Otis in
regard to the extension of American
occupation to that island. Negros is
the fourth island in the Philippine
group of importance. It lies at its
nearest point about ten miles from the
island of Panay, and General Miller's
forces must have been in plain sight
of Negros during the weeks preceding
the capture of Iloilo. Just to the east
of Negros, separated by a very narrow
strait, is the island of Cebu, which
it is also a part of General Otis' pur-

pose to occupy. From General Otis'
dispatch it is gathered that neither at
that point nor at Negros is there likely
to' be a very substantial resistance.
ADMINISTRATION MUCH ENCOUR-

AGED.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.?The Cab-

inet at Its, meeting to-day discussed
the message received from, General
Otis at Manila, and reached the con-
clusion that the situation generally in
the Philippines is considerably im-
proved. From other sources it is
learned that the insurgent leaders have
admitted that when the United States
forces are reinforced by the troops now
nearing Manila their chances of suc-
cess willbe greatly reduced. This gives
the Administration much encourage-
ment, it is generally believed that
the complete subjugation of the insur-
gents will be a matter of a compara-
tively short time.

A LETTER FROM THE POPE.

Reproof of Opinions Expressed in. the "Life of Father Hecker."
ROME, Feb. 21.? The "Oszeravater

Roma" will publish to-night a letter
from the Pope to Cardinal Gibbons,
saying:

"If the term! 'Americanism' signifies
quality as peculiar to Americans and
usages adapted to their customs, then
we have nothing to say against it; but
if it denotes the opinions expressed in

the 'Life of Father Hecker,' we are
convinced that the American Bishops

will be the first to reject them."
The Pope's letter especially reproves

opinions concerning relaxation of dis-
cipline and non-observance of doc-

trinal points, as a pretext for attract-
ing dissenters to Catholicism, the di-

irection of souls by inspiration of the
jHoly Ghost, independent of priestly

Icontrol, the diversion of virtue into

Iactive or passive criticisms of the old

jreligious orders, and concerning unu-
sual methods of preaching Catholicism
ito dissenters.

The letter, which occupies five col-

iumns in the "Observatore Romano,"
|begins by lauding Cardinal Gibbons
and the American Catholics. Alluding

to the many proofs of good will he has

\u25a0. given, them, in the past, the Pope wishes
|them to see in the present document
: another proof of his affection for Amer-

Ilea.
While he makes it clear that the let-

|ter is one of warning at certain refer-

iences to the "Life of Father Hecker,"
jhis Holiness carefully distinguishes be-
;tween the doctrinal aspects of the new
|theories and questions of practical
jeipl'ine, and strongly urges the impos-'

'sibility of any change in the former,

j While admitting that the church has
jalways recognized and acted upon the
necessity of adopting certain points of

discipline to modern requirements, it
rests with the church, the Pope points
out, and not with individuals, to de-
termine how and when such adapta-
tions can be made.

"AH virtues," says His Holiness,

"must necessarily be active. The con-
tempt shown by innovators for what
they are pleased to call the passive vir-
tues has naturally led to a contempt
ot religious life as suited only to the
weak and as an impediment to Chris-
tian perfection and to the good of the
community."

This error the Pope energetically con-
demns, declaring it "injudicious to the
religious orders and in contradiction to

Ihistory."
He reminds the Americans of their

indebtedness to the religious orders,
both active and contemplative.

The letter arouses deep interest in
Rome. The Liberal papers declare
that it constitutes a "solemn manifes-
tation of the intransigeant spirit in
Catholicism." and predict that it will
produce an immense effect in America.

LONDON, Feb. 22.?The Rome cor-
respondent of the "Times" says: "Gen-
erally speaking, the encyclical is re-
garded as a qualified condemnation of
the Hecker doctrines. It would be er-
roneous to suppose that it condemns or
directly affects Cardinal Gibbons,
Archbishop Ireland or the group of en-
lightened prelates who have so largely-
contributed to the spread of Roman
Catholicism in the United States. It
is partly the outcome of a deep laid,
jlong matured intrigue, and if this is the
only result of twelve months' plotting,
iti is clear that, the letter will strengthen

;rather than weaken the position of the
\u25a0 American prelates whom the intrigue
was intended to overthrow. Throughout
the bitter phases of the bitter conflict
which preceded its publication, the
Pope displayed a prudence and per-
spicacity astonishing in a man of his
age, placed in a position where un-
biased information is not readily forth-
coming."

German Warship Going to Samoa.
SHANGHAI, Fej. 21.?The German

warship Coromoran has left Kaio Chou
for Hongkong and Apia, Samoa. The
Coromoran is a third-class cruiser. She
carries eight 4-inch quick-firing guns
and seven Maxim guns of smaller
caliber. I , ''li \u25a0\u25a0J.id)

Over Sixty Years a Postmaster.
TORK (Pa.), Feb. 21.?John Logan,

one of the oldest Postmasters in the
United States, is dead at his home at
Cross Roads, this county. He was ap-
pointed Postmaster during the Admin-
istration of President Van Buren in
1837, and has filled the same office con-
tinuously up to the time of his death.
He was 88 years old.

Fatal Mine Explosion.

CINCINNATI (O.), Feb. 21.?A
"Times-Star" special from Birmingham,
Ala, says an explosion occurred in
Mine No. 2 at Bloekton to-day, and five
men are dead or fatally injured. More
men are hurt.

Condition of the Treasury.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21.?T0-day's

statement of the condition of the Treas-
ury shows: Available cash balance,
$272,253,147; gold reserve, $227,977,170.

Homicide at Chicago.
CHICAGO, Feb. 21.? R. J. Walsh, a

prominent real estate dealer, was shot
five times and instantly killed to-day
by John Driscoll, an employe. The
shooting occurred in the hallway just
outside of Walsh's office in the Roan-
oke building.

A Wholesale Butcher Attached.
LOSt ANGELES, Feb. 21.?An attach-

ment has been placed on the wholesale
and retail establishment of Simon
Maier, a butcher of this city, who has
done a large business here. The at-
tachment is brought by the First Na-
tional Bank of this city for $44,000.
Mr. Maier says to-day that he will
probably-be forced to make an assign-
ment, though he has been trying to
avoid it.

RECENT TROUBLE
AT APIA, SAMOA.

The Friction Growing Out of tie Se-
lection of a King,

As Viewed by a Correspondent There ef
the Associated Press.

Sides With the Stand Taken lis
the Controversy by the Germany

Agents in the Islands, as
Against the American Chiefi
Justice and British Consul.

PAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 21.?An oc-
casional correspondent of the Associ-
ated Press now in Apia sends the fol-
lowing account of the trouble growing!
out cf the election of a King:

For some considerable time after th*
death of Malaetoa the vacant Kingship
gave little concern to the people of'S-
amoa, for the office had been shorn of so
much oi its importance during the life-
time of the late ruler that during the
past few years he was scarcely in evi-
dence at all. Since 1888 Mataafa had
apparently been the popular idol, andi
though since 1893 he had been in exile,
his fame had suffered nothing in the
eyes of the Samoans, who eagerly
awaited Ms return. Hadl Malietoa lived
these people would probably have risen
and overthrown him without a single
wcrd or suggestion from Mataafa, Who
probably could not have stopped such
a movement had he tried, so tired were
the people seemingly of the late King
and s<- anxious were they to do honor
to Mataafa, who. they considered, had
been unjustly exiled and denied' his
rights. .

No district in all Samoa failed to send;
Influential delegations to express t,o>
Mataafa their joy at his safe return,
and with each party came liberal sup-
plies of needed food and property. Dur-
ing the short time that elapsed until
the election took place, it is estimated
that not less than 2.500 cooked pigs
were presented to Mataafa and his fel-
low exiles. On the arrival here of Ma-
taafa and his fellow- exiles, they were
reeHved by the different Consuls with
considerable ceremony, but they de-
manded of him that he and his friends
should promise that, until relieved of
their parole, they should remain in Mu-
llmni, a small peninsula on which is
located the capital. Such a restriction,
after so long an absence angered the
Samoans whom the powers sought to
please bj returning their friends.

When the subject of the vacant King-
ship began to be discussed, though
there Were several candidates in the
field, none had any considerable follow-
ing, except Mataafa. Early in (Yioher? *
H. j. Moors, am American who has con-
stantly espoused the cause of Mataafa,
and who was closely connected with the
late R. Jj. Stevenson In this matter, ap-
plied to the Chief Justice and to the
President that the restrictions placed
on this Chief should be somewhat
ameliorated; that instead of being con-
fined to Mulimni, he should only be re-
quiied to reside there; that during the
d.iytiir.e he should be permitted to free-
ly visit Apia and other points within
the Apia municipal boundaries. The
President. Dr. Raffel, replied that he
had not the slightest objection to such
an arrangement, but that the matter
rested with the Consuls entirely.

Chief Justice Chambers said In his
reply: "I am much .occupied in telling
people that I have nothing to do with
the Chief Mataafa, he having the sa.me
right to aspire to the Kingship as any
other Samoan, and if the people elect
him as Malietoa's successor in a right-
ful manner, and according-to the laws
and customs of Samoa, why shouldn't
he have the office? As to his move-
ments, I can say nothing; that is a
matter absolutely with the Consuls."

Mr. Moors then applied to the con-
sular representatives, who granted Ma-
taafa's request.

Shortly after this young Tamasese
came to Apia and announced himself
a candidate for the Kingship, employ-
ing a local barrister to press his
Of course the friends and relatives of
the late King sought, amongst theiir fol-
lowing a successor to the head of their
family, although it was very well
known that the late King was accept-
ed many years ago only on the under-
standing that he was to be succeeded
by a member of the Tupua family, of
which Mataafa is the head. Finally
Tanu, the 15-year-old son of Malietoav
was chosen to represent their party,
and an attorney named Gurr was em-
ployed to back him up

In Samoa It is very seldom indeed
that the son succeeds to his father's
titles and the rule of the tribal lands.
These titles and responsibilities must
be awarded to a full grown man, who
must, if possible, be without a physi-
cal blemish. The late Malietoa himself
succeeded his uncle, who at the time
of his death had a son of ten years of
age named Faalata.

On the invitation from the Faipules,
or representatives of the late govern-
ment of Malietoa, every important .chief
in Samoa was summoned to Mulimni
early In October for the purpose of de-
ciding on what sort of a rule should
be established and who should be King
in case they decided on having a mon-
archy. Finding themselves with a very
strirling support, Tamasese and Tanu,
at the instance of their lawyers, con-
cluded to form a coalition, putting Tanu
forward as the Kingly candidate, with
Tamasese to be recognized l as regent
during Tanu's minority. These two
candidates were able to delay matters
on Mulimni for weeks, using one pre-
text after another im the vain hope that
they would tire out the large party who
came there in the interests of Mataafa,
and they had this advantage, that their
own supporters nearly all came from
the neighborhood of Apia, and their
supplies were handy, wbile the othera
had to draw their supplies, and even
their fire-wood, from districts in soma
instat.ces sixty miles away.

Finally, when delays would no longer
suffice, and finding themselves totally;
outnumbered, the Tanu-Tamaaeae partyj
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