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NEWS MEAGER
FROM SEAT OF WAR.

Available Telegraph Wires Running
to South Africa

Mctnpollzed by the Savernment md Brit-
ish Siaff Officers.

Late Particulars of the Battle Near
Ladysmith Show That the Brit-

ish Made an Heroic Stand in

Face of Big Odds, Surrendering

Only When Their Ammunition
Had Given Out.

LONDON, Nov. 2.?The breakdown of

the Delagoa. Buy cable route,
with the monopolization of the avail-

able telegraph lines by the Government
and British staff officers, is responsible
for the fact tnat nothing further has

arrived from South Africa. The Gov-

ernment has received dispatches recti-

fying the casually lists. These will be

published to-day (Thursday). Up to

midnight nothing had been received
concerning Monday's casualties.

The War Office officials are working

under great strain. Captain Ferriott,
staff Captain to the Military Secre-

tary, has just died, his end being hast-
ened by anxiety and overwork.

An unconfirmed statement is pub.

lislied that General Sir Redvers Bullet
has left Cape Town for Ladysmith.

A belated dispatch from Ladysmith,
describing Monday's fight, says: "A.

couple of squadrons of Hussars had a
narrow escape from disaster early in

the day They found themselves sud-
denly fronted, within easy range, by

an overwhelming force of Boers, who j
seemed to spring from the bowels olI
the earth. The Hussars were splendidly |
handled, and were extricated with only

one man wounded."
The Queen is credited with expressing

sincere pity for George Stewart White, j
and the officials are in nowise inclined
to judge him harshly. So far as the j
public is concerned, however, while
gratification is felt at the manner in
which the isolated battalions surren-1
dered, there is still severe criticism of
General White and Lieutenant Colonel
Carleton for allowing the column to get

out of touch, for the absence of proper
scouting and for not retiring when the
ammunition was lost. In favor of
Lieutenant Colonel Carleton the expla-

nation is hazarded that he believed it
was imperative to the success of Gen- j
eral White's operations that he should i
hold the position at Nicholsons Nek.

BOERS CLOSING AROUND LADY-
SMITH.

LONDON, Nov. I.?lt was announced
to-day in a special dispatch from Lady- j
smith that the Boers again closed J
around that place on Monday night,

\u25a0ending shells into the British camp, j
The two guns landed from the British j
cruiser Powerful opened fire on the
Boers at dawn Tuesday. The Boers
brought up more guns, but some of j
them were silenced. It is added that
the Boers' loss must have been heavy.

The garrison of Ladysmith is described :
as being in good spirits and confident,
WBd the troops are said to be full of;
light. The artillery duel was still in

progress) Tuesday night.

I APE TOWN, Oct. 31.?(Delayed in j
transmission.) ?Guns of the British 'naval brigade have knocked the Boer j
forty-pounder clean off its platform, 1
and have silenced the Boer guns on j
Hepwoith Hill. The Boers abandoned
their positions.

NEWSPAPER COMMENT ON THE
BATTLE.

LONDON. Nov. 2.? The "Morning

Post" comments severely upon the Brit-
ish contempt for the enemy, as shown
by the belief that the large Boer force
at Actonhomes could be held in check
by Carleton's small column. It points
out that even if the British there had
been well supplied with ammunition
they couid have held out only a few
hours longer, inasmuch as they were
in the most complete sense detached,
and because nobody apparently at
Ladysmith had any idea of their dis-
tress or took measures to rescue them.

"The column was sacrificed," says the
"Morning Post," "because it was sent
into action gagged and blindfolded. It

had neither scout nor patrol. Twelve
hundred men were thrown away for
lack of cavalry which would not have
been missed from another part of the

field."
The "Standard," which comments tn

similar terms upon "the fact that Gen-
eral White made no effort to extricats
the colmun from the impossible situa-
tion into which he had thrust it," draws
a sad picture of the men "hoping for
relief, and then realizing with bitter-
ness of heart that some one had
blundered: that they had been forgot-

ten by their General and his staff, and
that nothing was left but suirender
and imprisonment at Pretoria until the
end of the war."

The "Daily Chronicle" says: "It is
evident that some one blundered, but
more details are required befor the
blame can be apportioned."
A PLEA FOR AMERICAN MEDIA-

TION.
BERLIN, Nov. I.?The "Tageblatt"

says Count Bothmer, President of the

German Peace Societies. has telegraphed
to Queen Victoria praying her to ac-
cept the mediation of the United States
in the war with the Transvaal.
BRITISH MAKE A HEROIC STAND.

LONDON, Nov. I.?The gloom caus-
ed by the British disaster at Lady-

smith was in a measure relieved by
to-day's story giving an account of
the heroic stand made by the deci-
mated battalions until their last cart-
ridges were gone. The British nerve
was momentarily shaken by General
White's use of the word "capitulate" in
hia first telegram, but now that it is
known that the Gloucesters and Fusil-
eers fouirht against overwhelming odds
and upheld the best traditions of the
British army, the tension has been re-
lieved, since there is no longer any
ground to dread that the loss of life
was accimpanied by dishonor.

The details to-day show the catastro-
phe In a brighter aspect. The full bat-
talions were not engaged, and therefore
the Hst of prisoners is materially re-
duced, while the disaster now appears
to have been ont so much the conse-
quence of defects in the plan of action
as to the misfortune whereby the col-
umn was deprived of ammunition. Still,
it seems incomprehensible why the
plight of the luckless column was not
known at headquarters, as the scene
of the surrender was only about three
miles northwest of Ladysmith, and
Lieutenant Colonel Carlton must have
expected relief to reach him or, in-
stead of attempting to occupy a de-
fensive position, he would have re-
traced his steps to Ladysmith when he
suffered the loss of his ammuition.

Apart from General White's state-
ment that the losses are very numer-
ous, there ,is nothing to indicate the
extent of them except a vague report
that the soldier who brought the news
to Ladysmith said the British dead
and wounded were lying in heaps and
that hundreds needed doctors. This,
however, is hardly borne out by the
long list of captured officers.

The concluding* sentence of General
White's dispatch, relative to the safety
of Ladysmith, was received here with
a certain reserve, in view of the fact
that similar official assurances were
given recently at Dundee and Glencoe,
and there is intense anxiety for news of
the renewed attack, which is> not men-
tioned in the dispatches.

The calamity has served to alarm the
British and their friends. The papeis

comment on the splendid reserve of
patriotism existing in the far away
colonies, and.the deep-seated feeling of
friendship and sympathy of the great
kindred nation across the Atlantic.

The "Standard" sums up the feeling
of the nation, saying: "From the Uni-
ted States and our colonies alone we
hear the voice of friendly sorrow and
encouragement. But that suffices. All
others are welcome to congratulate
themselves over the misfortunes of
Great Britain."

It was learned to-day by a repre-
sentative of the Associated Press that
the British Governm.nt has been obliged
to refuse permission for the United
States to send four officers to watch the
Transvaal war, owing to the precedent
which only permits one repres?ntative

Iform each recognized Power. Captain

iStephen l'Hommedieu Slocum, the Uni-| ted States Military Attache at Lisbon,
has been selected. He was in London
to-day buying an outfit, and sails Sat- I
urday. Colonel Samuel S. Sumner, the !

| United States Military Attache here,
jremains in London.
GENERAL WHITE'S DESCRIPTION

OF THE BATTLE.

LONDON, Nov. I.?The British War
Office to-day made public a dispatch r««. ceived from General White, desribing
the operations of Monday. It follows:

"Ladysmith, Oct. 31, 7:30 p. m.?l
took out from Ladysmith a brigade of ,
mounted troops, two brigade divisions
of the Royal Artillery, the Natal Field
Battery and two brigades of infantry, i
to reconnoiter the enemy's iKjsitionJ

| to the north, and, if the opportunity
! should offer, to capture the hill behind
jFarquhar's farm, which had on the pre- |
ivious day been held in strength by the j
jenemy. In connection with this aJ-
jvance a column consisting of the!
I Tenth Mountain Artillery, four half I
jcompanies of the Gloucesters and 3ix j
I companies of the Royal Irish Fusileers, j

the whole under Lieutenant Colonel |
ICarlton and Major Adye, Deputy As-
Isistant Adjutant General, was dispatch- j
!ed at 11 p. m. on the 29th, to march
iby night up Bellspruit, and seize Nich-

olson's Nek, or some position near, Nicholson's Nek, thus turning the ene-
! my's right flank. The main advance

was successfully carried out, the ob- I
; jective of the attack being found evac-
uated, and an artillery duel between j

jour field batteries and the enemy's j;guns l and Maxims is understood to have i
Icaused heavy loss to the enemy. The I
ireconnoissance forced the enemy to i
| fully disclose his position, and, after

,
ja strong counter attack on our right,,; the infantry brigade and cavalry hay- '> ing been repulsed, the troops were slow- ''\u25a0
! ly withdrawn to camp, pickets being i
left on observation. Late in the en- ?
gagement the naval contingent undor \u25a0
Captain Lambley of her majesty's

| steamship Powerful, came into action
and silenced, with their extremely ac-
curate fire, the enemy's guns in po-

sition.
"The circumstances which attended

the movement o£ Lieutenant Colonel ;
: Carlton's column are not yet fullyI
known, but from reports received the

I column appears to have carried out
the night march unmolested until with- 1

:in two miles of Nicholson s Nek. At'
this point big boulders rolled from the
hilland a few rifle shots stampeded the 'military ammunition mules. The |
stampede spread to the battery mules, |

Iwhich broke looae from the leaders j
? and got away with practically the who.c

of the gun equipment and the greater 1portion of the regimental small-arm
ammunition.

"The reserve was similarly lost.
"The infantry battalions, however,

i;fixed bayonets and, accompanied by the
'.personnel of the artillery, seized a hid
ion the left of the road, two miles from
?ithe Nek, with but little opposition, j| There they remained unmolested until \: dawn, the time being occupied in or- \, ganizing the defense of the hill and
| constructing stone sangars and wails 1?, as cover from fire. At dawn a skir- \u25a0
.mishing attack on our position was'jcommenced by the enemy, but made
i,no way until 9:30 a m., when reinforce- i
:, ments enabled them to rush to the at-< jtack with great energy. Their fire be-
I came very searching and two com-
| panics of the Gloucesters, in an ad-
i vanced position, were ordered to fall: back. The enemy then pressed to
! \u25a0 short range, the losses on our side be-
II coming very numerous
? | "At 3 p,m our.ammunition was prac-

i tically exhausted, the position w-as cap-
tured and the survivors of the column. | fell into the enemy's hands.. j "The enemy treated our wounded with
humanity. General Joubert at once dis-

? jpatching a letter to me ottering a safe
;| conduct to doctors and ambulances to. jremove the wounded. A medical of-. jfleer and parties to render first aid to. j the wounded were dispatched to the
[I scene of action from Ladysmith last,; night, and the ambulance at dawn this,| morning.

? j "The want of success of the column
jwas due to the misfortune of the mules

? jstampeding and the consequent loss of
\u25a0 the guns and small-arm ammunition
r reserve. ;

\u25a0 "The security Ladysmith is in no
way affected."

UNITED STATES
MILITARY FORCES.

Ninety-nine Thousand Men at Pres-
ent in the Service,

Awarding to the Annual Report of Adju-
tant General Corbin.

After the Regulars and Volunteers
Who Have Been Ordered to the
Philippines Have Arrived at

Their Destination the Strength

of the Army in the Islands Will
Aggregate Over Sixty-Five

Thousand Officers and Men.

WASHINGTON. Nov. I.?The annual
report of the Adjutant General of the
Army, Brigadier General Corbin, to the
Secretary of War was made public to-
day.

General Corbin sums up the military
forces now in the service of the United
States as follows: Regular army, 64,-
--586; volunteers, 34,574; total, 99,160.

The regular establishment consists of
ten regiments of cavalry, seven of ar-
tillery and twenty-five of infantry. The
volunteer establishment consists of one
regiment of cavalry, twenty-four regi-
ments of infantry and a Porto Rico
battalion.

The distribution of these troops up to
Octoberlst last was as follows: In the
"United States, 34,229; Porto Rico, 3,-
--303; Cuba, 11,187; Philippines, 32,315;
en route to Philippines, 17,099; Alaska,
499; Hawaiian Islands, 400.

General Corbin adds the following to
this summary: "It is ordered that by
December Ist next all the infantry reg-
iments, United States volunteers, shown
as in the United States will have sailed
for the Philippines. These, with the

I troops now there, will give a total
; strength of 2,117 officers and 63.008 en-
| listed men, an aggregate of 65,725."

The service of many of the troops

Iafter their enlistment had expired

jcauses General Corbin to say in his
Ireport:

I "The patriotism of the regulars and
Ivolunteers who had enlisted only for
jthe war with Spain by willingly and
actively serving after the expiration
of their terms of service, calls for evi-
dence of appreciation on the part of
the Department. To this end it is re-,spectfully recommended that each of-

;fleer of the several volunteer regiments
Iand each enlisted man who continued
in service in the Philippine Islands
jafter the 2d of March, 1899, until hon-
|orably discharged, be awarded a suita-
| bly inscribed medal."
I _P tlrinS tae year there have been 62.---; 175 enlistments and re-enlistments, of
! w-hich 53,024 were native born and 9,-- foreign born. In point of color
50,154 were white, 6,000 colored and
twenty Indians.

The following recommendation Is
jmade for extra pay for the officers
!serving in our new possessions.
| "The pay of all officers below the:grade of Brigadier General should be i

'increased at least 33 1-3 per cent, while Ion duty in Cuba or our new possessions. !
Most of these gentlemen have families,that they are unable to have with them,
|and therefore are compelled to main-
? tain two establishments. Also, that
Iprovisions be msde that all officers be-
-1 low the grade of Major General who
retire by reason of age or wounds re-

Iceived in action shall do so on the next
igrade above the rank held by them in
; the regular army on the date of their
retirement."
jOfthe criticisms on the staff organiz-
jation of the army General Corbin says:

"Much has been written of late con-
: cerning a better staff system. Ours is
ithe result of years of legislation born
jof the best thought and labor of our
jbest military mt*, and has stood sue-

' cessfully the test of all our wars. The
criticisms of our system are too often i

\u25a0 the result of disappointment. Seldom i
has there one appeared in print whose:
author has not been a long standing
applicant for a place in one of the;staff corps or departments. The sug-

'gestton that our staff officers are not
experienced in the duties of line of-
jcers is not borne out by the facta"

The report dwells on the courtesies
(shown our troops by the British Gov-
| ernment officials, while stopping at Gi-
braltar and elsewhere, en route to the

IPhilippines, and says this international
courtesy will long live in the memories
of both parties to the spontaneous ex-
change.

The report speaks of the unsatisfac-
tory conditions in Hawaii in relation
to land for military uses, saying:

"Sales of government lands and leases
of crown lands have continued to the

!present time, and there is very little
|of either class left in immediate con-
| trol of the Government. Should this
action be permitted to continue, it will

Iresult in embarrassment to the United I
States. It is urged, therefore, that cer- I

! tain tracts be taken without delay from |
I the control of the Hawaiian Govern-
ment and secured to the future uses of 1
the United States, or have them de-
clared as reservations for military pur-
poses."

Recommendation is made that mili-
tary officers serving abroad as military
attaches be given increased rank andpay.

As the increased army calls for an
additional number of military acade-
mey cadets to fill vacancies, it is rec-
ommended that the President be au-
thorized to appoint ten annually andthat two be appointed at large from
each State.

Satisfaction is expressed that the
army canteen embarrassment has been
removed from the War Department by
the action of Congress in establishing 1
certain restrictions.

Recommendation is made that non-
commissioned officers be giiven addi-
tional pay, m order to attract to these
places a worthy class willing to stay
in those grades, and that twenty-five
years' service as an enlisted man shall
be sufficient to admit him to the retired
list of enlisted men.

The condition of the artilley service,

especially of the sea coast, the report
describes as not altogether satisfactory.
Is is believed that the time has arrived
when the artillery branch of the service
should be organized, and the field ar-
tillery separated ? from that engaged
in the coast defense. It is recommend-
ed that the regimental organization of
the artillery be abolished.
and that a corps of field artillery
and of sea coast artillery be provided
for, separate and distinct from each
other.

In resume, General Corban says:
"The regular army is now practically

at a maximum, as are also the volun-
teer regiments. The work incident to
all these changes, brought about by
the acts aforesaid, involving the en-
listment of 238,500 volunteers, the in-
crease from the regular army from 20,-
--000 to 62,000, its subsequent reduction,
and then again its increase to 65,000,
necessitating numerous orders and in-
structions bearing on the same, to say
nothing of the complete military record
of every officer and man of this large
force, has vastly increased this office's
work, the magnitude of. which cannot
be understood until undertaken. That
this work has been done with accuracy
and intelligence is now history. Ali
credit is due to the assistants and the
clerical force of the office."

The report also calls attention to the
fact that not a single life has been
lost by accident incident to travel in
the course of all the transportation to
the Philippines.

In Conclusion, General Corbin points
out an omission of the law in failing
to provide chaplains for the volunteer
regiments, and recommends that chap-
lains be provided for as soon as pos-
sible, as the presence of one with such
regiments is deemed very necessary.

SIR THOMAS LIPTON

SAILS ON THE STEAMSHIP ST.
LOUIS FOR HOME.

The Owner of the Shamrock Given
an Enthusiastic Farewell

Reception.

NEW YORK, Nov. I.?Sir Thomas
Lipton sailed to-day for his home. He
received a surprising tribute of the es-
teem in which he is held by a great
many people, in a kind of a triumphal
march through several downtown
streets, and a great reception at the
pier, where he went on board the St.
Louis, and a series of informal re-
ceptions from thousands of people. He
also received word of the presentation
of the loving cup which will be ready
by Christmas for him.

Sir Thomas and a few friends left
the Fifth Avenue Hotel at 8:30 o'clock
to go to the Astor House to meet the
Loving Cup Committee. When the
Astor House was reached the Eighth
Regiment band was in waiting, with
some of the members of the commit-
tee, and the band played as the car-
riages were driven up. The party re-
mained but a few minutes at the hotel.
The band, followed by the carriages,
started off down Broadway playing a
lively air.

All the way to the pier. Sir Thomas
got a reception that surprised him.
People lined up on the sidewalks and
cheered him, and many rushed out to
shake hands as his carriage slowly
passed.

At Washington Market a lot of mar-
ket men in their working clothes ran
out and stopped the carriage, making
Sir Thomas shake hands with them.
He was soon surrounded by longshore-
men, street sweepers and vendors, and
Sir Thomas smiled as he shook hands
right and left. Both of his hands were
shaken by the crowd, which good na-
turedly half pulled him out of the car-
riage.

Sir Thomas and his party ascended
to the floor of the pier, where a plat-
form had been erected. The long lloor
had been decorated with banners and
bunting, and a large crowd had assem-
bled, including many women. At the
banquet platform was a floral represen-
tation of the Shamrock, with hull of
immortelles and sails of white silk. The
sea was made of white and yellow
chrysanthemums and red roses. The
vessel was four feet long. At the mast-
head floated the flag of the Royal
Ulster Yacht Club.

When Sir Thomas and the others had
ascended the platform ex-Mayor Wm.
L. Strong, Chairman of the Loving Cup
Committee, signaled for silence, and
John M. Beach, one of the committee-
men, formally advised Sir Thomas of
the loving cup that is to be presented
to him, adding that he and everyone
else trusted that Sir Thomas wouldsoon return.

Sir Thomas was cheered half a dozen
times before he was allowed to reply,
when he said:

"It is impossible for me to convey at
once my feelings at this moment. This
extraordinary reception that I have re-
ceived has gone to my heart. The
great kindness shown me here has en-
deared the American people to me, and
I am proud to be held in such esteem
by you. I will always cherish the cup
which is to follow me, and I will prize
it, I assure you, much more than I
would the America's cup.

"As you know, I came here with de-
signs on one of your most valued pos-
sessions. I did not accomplish my
purpose. But I have been thoroughly
compensated. It was a square and fair
race, and I was squarely and fairly
licked. I could not have received
kinder or more courteous treatment.

"I am sorry to be leaving you, but I
sincerely thank you for your kindness
and goodness."

Sir Thomas shook hands with all who
could get near enough as he pushed his
way to the gangplank, and a great
cheer went up as he stepped on the
plank.

On board the St Louis a surprise
awaited Sir Thomas. This was the
presentation of a handsome loving cup
by a committee representing the Amer-
ican guests on Sir Thomas' yacht Erin
during the yacht races. The presenta-
tion speech was made by Edward A.
Sumner.

Sir Thomas, in accepting the cup,
'said: "I have failed to win the cup,
but I have won the good wishes and
the heart of the American people, and
I shall prize that more than the cup.*

The yacht Shamrock and her convoy,
the steam yacht Erin, did not start to-
day upon their voyage back to En-
gland, as was intended. The weather
was stormy, and it was deemed pru-
dent on that account to delay the de-
parture of the boa**

GREAT CHANGE
IN PORTO RICO.

Nature Shows How Much She Can
Do for the Fertile Island.

Effects of the Recent Destructive Hurri-
cane Are Fast Disappearing.

Large Trees That Were Practically

Stripped of Their Leaves and
Small Branches Now as Verdant

as Ever, Sugar Cane Growing

the More Luxuriantly After the
Flood and Grass Higher Than a

Man's Head Where Recently

Was but a Deposit of Sand.

(Correspondence of the Associated Press.)

PONCE (Porto Rico), Oct. 25.?While
commerce and commercial enterprises
of every kind are waiting for the

United States to give to Porto Rico a
market in place of the one taken from

her more than a year ago, nature seems
to be trying to show how much she can
do for this fertile little island, and It

is indeed surprising to behold the
changes she has wrought in the past

two months. Large trees that were
practically stripped of leaves and small

branches are now as verdant and yield
almost as abundant shade as before
the terrible hurricane of August Stli.
Young sugar cane that was broken
down and flooded has straightened up

of its own accord and is growing all

the more luxuriantly on account of the
deposit of mud and soil from the mount-
ains which was washed down upon it.
It is true the older cane was ruined,

but cane that was mature and about
ready to cut was replanted in nature s
own way. Whole fields of such cane
were leveled to the ground and more
or less soil was laid over them. Wher-
ever a joint of cane touched the soil oi

was covered by it, several new cane
stocks put forth and a large bunch ot

roots reached from the same joint down
into the soil. Thus practically all thfe

mature cane was turned into seed cane,
and such fields were abundantly seeded.
Of course the planter loses the time
while the new crop grows, but he is
saved the labor of clearing and pre-
paring the fields and replanting the
cane.

Grass grows with great rapidity, and
to-day there is grass higher than a
man's head where two months ago was
a deposit of mud. Grass is never cut
and cured here, as in the United States,

but is fed green to the horses and cat-
tle all the year round. It is cut by

the natives and tied In sheaves, and is
thus sold daily to owners of.catt> "nd

horses who do not possess pasturage.
But nowhere is the rapidity of veg-

etable growth shown more clearly than
in the banana palms. The storm broke
them all off close to the ground, and
yet long green shoots put forth at once
from the center of the old palms, and
to-day they are almost as large and
perfectly formed as ever, but it willbe
some months yet before there will be
any fruit.

The change in postage between the
United States and Porto Rico from for-
eign to domestic rates was welcomed
by every one with much rejoicing. It
makes the island seem much nearer to
the new mother country, and already
the quantity of mail matter has nearly
doubled. But there is much displeas-
ure expressed here, especially by the
resident Americans, at the action of the
postal authorities in withdrawing the
efficient mail clerks sent here by the
United States and putting in their
places Porto Ricans who are inexperi-
enced and incompetent, but who work
for less than half the salary received
by the Americana

Another complaint is of the irregu-
larity and uncertainty of the overland
mails. Although there Is much to con-
tend with in the way of bad roads,
still intelligent supervision of the pres-
ent working force and some common
sense changes would, it Is claimed,
more than double the efficacy of the
postal service.

Spanish law still prevails, but it ts
modified and otherwise changed by ar-
bitrary military orders, and everything
!is in a great state of confusion and
uncertainty. The native courts, under
Spanish law, administer justice accord-
jing to Spanish ideas, which very fre-
quently differ very materially from the
American, conception of justice. The

{methods of taxation are such as have
:not been known in most countries since

Ithe middle ages. The land-owners
istrive to unload the taxation on the
!merchants, and all sorts of unjust and
discriminating taxes are placed on busi-
ness and on private enterprise.

And yet, in spite of these conditions,

and, it is claimed, the lack of proper
recognition by Congress, much progress
is being made in Americanizing the isl-
and. But the fact must not be over-

Ilooked that the Porto Ricans are losing
the kindly feeling they had for Ameri-
cans, and, it is asserted, unless Con-
gress acts and acts promptly, it will
take years to overcome the evil ac-
complished by a few months' delay.

Numerous schools of various kinds
have been opened or are now in process
of organization; a battalion of native
Porto Ricans has been formed and is
doing efficient military service, partic-
ularly in guarding the Jails; a revocable
franchise for a large and modern pier
at San Juan has been granted and work
on it has been begun; land has been
purchased and work willsoon be com-
menced on a large pier in the harbor
of Ponce, and a large and modern
naval station Is being located at San
Juan. Civil Engineer Lieutenant
Charles W. Parks of the United States
navy has been in San Juan for some
months, drawing up plans and making
estimates for the harbor improvements
and the'naval station. The most likely
location for the naval station is the one
recommended by Engineer Menocal
some months ago, and includes some
forty acres to the west of town, to-
gether with Isla Grand. The old arsenal
comprises about four and one-half
acres, covered with buildings, lying

? south of town, near the Playa Marina

and surrounded by private property
in such a way that it would be impos-
sible to enlarge it to the magnitude that
is demanded by the strategic position
of Porto Rico. Officers who are fa-
miliar with naval affairs think that
Porto Rico should have a naval sub-
station that is first class in every par-
ticular. At Key West and Dry Tor-
tugas the Government has coal sheds
and docks which, when improvements
now under way are completed, will
hold 30,000 tons of coal. Porto Rico
is more than 1,000 miles nearer the
South Atlantic station, and lies directly
In the course of vessels bound from
New York for the southern station. It
should, therefore, the people here say,
have a station as large as the other two
put together. A small amount of dredg-
ing in the entrance willmake the land-
locked harbor of San Juan deep enough
for the use of our largest vessels. The
same considerations that make San
Juan a desirable coaling station also
make it a fine location for a drydock.

Census officials have been appointed
for all the districts of Porto Rico, and
the first enumeration will be taken be-
tween Nov. 10th and Dec. 20th. Al-
ready the various officers are busily en-
gaged in the preliminary work, and
they are making every effort and tak-
ing every precaution to avoid errors
and to get complete and accurate dajta.

The Porto Rican Benevolent Society
of Ponce deserves much credit for the
work it has done in relieving the misery
and distress among the poor of this
city, especially among the poor and
sick women and children. The so-
ciety is made up of the leading ladies
of Ponce, and has over 100 members,
only eight of whom are Americans.
The ladies work systematically, and
personally visit the poor and help them.
This is quite a departure from the an-
cient customs here.

The society is going to hold a bazar
in the remodeled La Perta Theater in
December for the purpose of raising'
funds to establish an almshouse in'
order to take the numerous beggars off
the streets of Ponce. There Is no such
institution here, although there is
great need of one. When the alms-
house is instituted, a large number of
the indigent can thus be taken care of
for a comparatively small sum. Now
the cripples and Infirm are seen on the
streets and are supported by the pen-
nies given to them each day.

The society is sending to the United
States by this mail hundreds of let-
ters to prominent merchants and man-
ufacturers asking for contributions of
goodsd to be sold at the bazar. It is
hoped there will be a generous response,
for the contributions will serve the
double purpose of helping a worthy
cause and of introducing American
merchandise into what is soon to be
a new market.

GENERAL FUNSTON.

Will Sue Archbishop Ireland and
"Monitor" for Criminal Libel.

KANSAS CITY, Nov. I.?A special
ftom Albuquerque, N. M., says that
General Frederick Funston has wv-ed
his Topeka attorneys, Gleed, Ware &
Giled, to bring proceedings against
Archbishop Ireland of St. Paul for
criminal libel, because of statements
attributed to the Archbishop in a re-
cent interview. General Funston also
instructed his lawyers to bring crim-
Inal and civil prosecutions against the
"Monitor," a Catholic paper of San
Francisco, which first printed the
story.

In a recent Interview at Chicago,
Archbishop Ireland was quoted as say-
ing that General Funston had been
charged with looting Catholic churches
in the Philippines. The charges al-
leged to have been referred to by the
Archbishop were made by the editor of
the "Monitor" soon after the landing
of the Kansas troops at San Francisco.
The "Monitor" stated, it is said, that
General Funston had taken two mag-
nificent chalices from a certain Cath-
olic church in the Philippines, and had
sent them home to his wife.

Archbishop Ireland, in his Chicago
interviews, was quoted as calling upon
General Funston to deny the truth of
the article and sue the editor of the
"Monitor" for libel, or the public would
be obliged, against its will, to believe
him guilty of the criminal acts of which
he has been accused.

General Funston is highly indignant
at the accusations, and says he will
prosecute the matter vigorously. He
intends, he says, to put a stop forever
to the malicious stories put in circula-
tion regarding him.

General Funston says that he not
only refrained from desecrating houses
of worship at Manila, but that while
Colonel of the Kansas regiment issued
a positive order prohibiting the looting
or mutilation of church buildings. He
supplemented this with verbal instruc-
tions to his company commanders to
see that the order was rigidly enforced.

ST. PAUL (Minn.), Nov. I.?Arch-
bishop Ireland appeared somewhat sur-
prised this evening when he heard that
General Funston of Kansas was report-
ed as about to sue him for libel on
account of statements attributed to him
in a Chicago interview. He said ha
had made no charges against General
Funston, but had in conversation ex-
pressed the opinion that the statements
of the San Fiancisco paper charging
the General with having taken a
priest's robe from a Philippine church
should be denied by General Funston
at once, lest a failure to deny led to a
wrong impression. The Archbishop ad-
mited the substantial accuracy of the
Chicago interview, but was not willing
to admit that he had made any libelous
statements.

Transit Duty in China.
PEKIN, Nov. I.?The Government

ment has decided to farm out the col-
lection of the llkln (transit duty) of the
province of KwSng Lung (Eastern
province) for a yearly payment of 4,-
--000,000 tae la Foreigners regard the
placing of the taxation of trade in
private hands with considerable mis-
giving, and as calculated to impose still
heavier burdens on foreign trade with
the interior. If the experiment is suc-
cessful from a Chinese point of view,
it will be extended to other prlvinces,
to the great detriment, it is claim-
ed, of commerce generally.

Russia's Financial Condition.
ST. PETERSBURG, Nov. I.?The

"Novosti" says M. de Wltte, the Min-
ister of Finance, has recently addressed
the directors of a number of private
credit institutions, and assured them
that the Russian financial condition ex-
ceeded that of France or Great Britain.
The dearth of money, he added, was
the result of the world's general finan-
cial position, and did not afford ground
for uneasiness.

PERISHED IN
NORTHERN WATERS.

Four Memoirs of an Alaskan Pros*
pecting Company

Lost Their Lives Through the Overturning

of Their Little Steamer.

Were All Residents of NeW York
City?Typhoid Fever Raging: at

Cape Nome, Many Deaths Hav-
ing Occurred?A Million and a

Half Dollars Brought Down

From Alaska on the Roanoke.

SEATTLE, Nov. I.?The treasure
ship Roanoke, which reached hero

sixteen days from St. Michael and
eleven days from Cape Nome this

morning, brings the first story of the

death ot several New Yorkers, members
of an Alaskan prospecting company.

The dead are: Mr. and Mrs. Emfl
Kuhner, Oscar Becker and a man
whose name is unknown.

Becker's body was washed on the
beach at St. Michael Island, and later
was found an overturned steamer and
a scow loaded with machinery, which
represented the assets of the company.
Two survivors are John, Becker and
Theo. Diederick.

The news was brought to St. Michael
by natives, who claim to have se*m
the steamer overturn during a severe
wind storm which prevailed about Sep-

tember 15th. The Government launch
Nordica was detailed to the scene of
the accident. She returned two days

later with the scow and Oscar Becker's
body. Owing to the high surf, the
crew of the Nordica could not make an
examination of the overturned steamer,

which no doubt contained the bodies of
Mr. and Mrs. Kuhner and the unknown
man.

Upon Becker's body was found
papers, but owing to their water-
soaked condition, they were not legi-
ble.

The party was made up in New York
City in the spring of 1808. The Beck-
ers and Kuhners lived, it is said, at
110 East Seventy-first street. The
Beckers, it Is said, were people in com-
fortable circumstances. Kuhner, who
was a jeweler, had married a Miss
Becker.

The family formed a party and pur-

chased a small iron steamer and named
it the Jennie K. It was shipped to
Seattle last June, and from here sent
to St. Michael on a steamer. From there
the party sailed for Hamilton Station.
Severe storms were encountered and
other difficulties caused considerable
dissension. One day, it is said, Kuh-

.aatviUyeataned to shoot Oscar Becker
and Diederick. John Becker left the

"party on January Ist. Later Oscar
Becker and Diederick deserted and
took up new quarters. Oscar Becker
rejoined the original party later, but
John Becker and Diederick secured
other positions.

Diederick said to an Associated Press
representative at St. Michael, who in-
terviewed him, on October sth: "The
last I saw of the party was on Septem-
ber 3d. Then the steamer was anch-
ored in midstream between Kucklik
and Hamilton, on the Yukon. They

were probably on their way to Cape
Nome. Mrs. Becker, the mother, lives
at the party's former home on Seventy-
first street, in New York City."

Owing to the lateness of the season it
will be impossible to make further
search for the missing bodies.

The Roanoke had on board, according
to her owners, drafts and dust from
Cape Nome amounting to $1,500,000.
The principal portion of this is repre-
sented by drafts held by John Brynte-
son, Jafet Lindeberg, P. S. Anderson
and C. W. A. Kjillman, four of the
original locaters of the camp. There
were fully 200 others on board with
dust valued at from $500 to $15,000

each, a large portion of the same being
beach dust.

The principal holdings are about as
follows: Lindeberg and Brynteson,

J. R. Anderson, $100,000; C.
W. A. Kjillman, $75,000; N. P. R.
Hatch, $50,000; F. Schow, $30,000; H.
C. Wilkinson, $30,000.

Owing to the alleged impurity of tha
water at Nome typhoid fever was quita
general at the time the Roanoke left,
and twelve deaths had occurred. Six
of the patients who were sufficiently
well to travel came down on the Roan-
oke, one of the big state rooms having
been fixed up as a temporary hospital.
Jafet Lindeberg, one of Cape Nome's
richest men, was among the unfortun-
ates.

James H. Girling, a well known En-
glish mining expert who went north
last June for the Anglo-Alaskan syndi-
cate, died October 22d on board the
Roanoke at Dutch Harbor. Typhoid
fever caused his death. At Unalaska
the body was prepared'for burial at the

!Bessie Lee Home, and later interred.
IHe had spent about twenty years in
jSouth Africa but considered London
his home.

DR. WACRXNDORF.

The Case May Never Be Submitted
to a Jury for Its Verdict.

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. I.?Therj

iis a possibility that the case of
|Dr. C. J. Wachendorf, at present on
|trial before Judge Carroll Oook and a
jury for the murder of John Kehlen-
beck, may never be submitted to a
jury for its verdict. Counsel for tha

!defense made a motion In court to-
day that virtually amounted to a mo-

ition to dismiss the case against tha
defendant.

The attorney objected to the form of
the testimony which he asserted had
not established the cause of death?
only one-sixth of a grain of morphine

!from the dead man's stomach, not near-
ily enough to kill an adult The test!-
--imony, the attorney asserted, tended ta
Ishow motive for the murder, but mur-
jder had not been proved.

Fatal Boiler Explosion.

SHEFFIELD (Eng.), Nov. I.?A
boiler explosion at the steel works of
Southern & Richardson her* to-day
killed four and injured twenty persons*


