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FRIGHTFUL
DISASTER IN

WASHINGTON.

Terrific Explosion in a
Coal Mine

In Which From Seventy to
Eighty Men Wore et Work.

Twenty Dead Bodies Already Taken
Out by the Relief Corps.

While a Number of tbe Workmen Escaped,

There Are Many Yet Missing, and Are
Believed to be Buried Under

Fallen Rock and Earth.

CARBONADO (Wash), Dec. 9.?
Shortly before 11:43 o'clock this fore-
noon this extraordinarily quiet coal
mining village was stunned with the

first report of a terrific subterranean
explosion in the mine of the Carbon
Hill Company, the tunnels of which
run for miles under the town. There

was an ominous rumbling, smothered
sound for a few moments, and then it
ceased abruptly. The people who had
been accustomed to a livelihood by
mining knew at once what this meant,
and stood around with blanched faces.

Apprehensions of some fearful disas-

ter were confirmed in a little while,
with information that the morning
shift in tunnel No. 7 had been caught
in an explosion of fire damp. Between
seventy and eighty men were at work

in the mine at the time, and the mea-
ger report conveyed the information

that all must have been killed, as there

was no chance of escape. Those who

were not killed outright would be hem-
med in by the falling walls and the

timbers and suffocated by the fumes

and smoke before any opportunity of

relief could come.
A rush of the inhabitants was made

in the direction of the mouth of'the
tunnel. Women, the wives of the men
supposed to be in the shift, ran to r.nd
fro screaming and wringing thejr hands
with anguish, crying children clinging

to their skirts. It was all that D. T.
Davis, the Superintendent of the mine,
could do to keep the friends of the
doomed miners and their wive3from
plunging madly into the tunnel's
mouth.

The coal mines here are those of the

Carbon Hill Coal Company, but they
really belong to the Southern Pacific
Railway Company. The coal is a soft,
bituminous variety, productive of a
large proportion of gas, and has been
much used in gas manufacture. The
foreman in charge of the shift was
Jonah Davis. It is said that seventy-

eight men were working under him.

Twenty bodies, mangled almost beyond
recognition, have so far been taken out
by the relief corps. i

So far details of the disaster are
meager, as Superintendent Davis and
Foreman Jonah Davis of the day shift
are now down in the mine engaged in

the rescue.
The number of men employed in the

first day shift was seventy-two. Their

hours are from 7 a. m. to 3 p. m. The
explosion occurred between 10 and II
a, m., as near as can be ascertained.
Jonah Davis, the foreman, escaped un-
hurt, and besides him about twenty

Fins. Most of the men are Welsh, and
several of the Welsh miners also es-
caped, but they immediately turned to

and went back into the mine in an
endeavor to rescue those ln the mine.

The following, killed either by the

e-plosion or suffocated by black damp,

which usually follows, have been taken

from tie tunnel: Rees Jones, fore boss,

aged 30. unmarried; Dan Davies, 18;

Evan Lewis, 20; Richard Burr, s. young
man, leaves widow and child; John
Jones, 04, leaves widow and married
daughter; Thomas Edwards, 40, leaves
widow; Evan Richards, 30, '.eaves

widow and six children; Howell Mere-
dith, f>9, leaves widow and nina chil-
dren; Joe Thomas, 27. single; Evan

Lewis, f-ingle; Watt Jones, 30, leaves a
mother; William Richards, 48. leaves a

family; ? ? Mullen, 30, leaves a
mother; Gustav Knutt. H. Knutt,

Johnson, 40, leaves a family; Ben Sed-

dler and B. Seddler, father and son;

B. Thomas, 50, leaves a family; Will-

iam M. Davis, 35, leaves a family.

The first five bodies to be brought up

the long incline were those of Watt
Jones, Joe Thomas, Evan Lewis, Rich- j
ard Dare and Daniel Davis. Watt i
Jones was the chief starter. Daniel
Davis was a son of the foreman of the !
shift. None of the bodies were at first

recognizable, because the faces of the

dead men were charred and blackened

beyond Identification. It was oniy af-

ter they were conveyed to the morgue

and the corpses were wr ashed that it

could be told who they were.
Howell Meredith was working consid-

erably above the water level when the

explosion occurred, and he lowered him-
self down a timber chute to rescue one
of his sons, Daniel Meredith, working
below. The son came out unharmed,
but his father met with death.

The tunnel in which the explosion
took place is about one and a quarter
miles in length, on a water level un-
der the southwest part of the town.
There are several air chutes running
up to the surface of Wingate Hill, west
of here.

The force of the explosion was such
that it knocked down John Ryan, so-
called, a Finn, who was working at the
eighth crosscut, 320 feet above the
water level.

The other Finns escaped up through
another timber chute running up to the
slope of the hill. These were all un-
injured, but most of them ieft the mine
at once without helping the rescue
tarty.

Lave Lew's was working with Howell
Mtredith at the time, hut he managei
to escape. Ryan, the Fina. Hal all lie
«.r»ui.i do to crawl throusrh the fallen
timbers, which blocked all e.^irjis.

In-.im(lately after the explosion trie
foreman. John Davis, gi/-i the alarm
to the men working on the different
levels, shouting as loud as he could:

"Look out far the black damp, and
get out for your lives."

The Finns were quick to take advant-
age of the timber chute. Altogether
some thirty men escaped by this means,
many of them being hoisted up by
ropes. Rees Meredith, a son of Howe.l
Meredith, descended the incline from
near the company's store and off-ce,
fc-bcut two hours after the explosion,
with several other men. They could
only go a distance of a half mile when,

their progress was checked by .he
black damp, which is air from which
all oxygen has been burned, and is
strongly charged with carbonic acid
gas.

Ever since the catastrophe Superinr
tendent Davies and Foreman Jonah
Davis have been fighting against the
great odds of this deadly gas, aided by
the brave Welshmen.

Just at this moment, 8:43 p. m., a
number of men have been pullel uu
through the timber chute near the sum- j
mit of Wingate Hill from a depth of!
several hundred feet. They were Pick-
ed up from six of the levels near the
water level. Three more have been
rescued up through the inclined tram-
way. All of them are badly blackened
and burned, and they are immediately i
taken to the company's hospital ana |
are wrapped in cloth soaked in linseed i
oil by doctors Juswart of Carbonado,
Johnson of Fairfax, Charles Taylor of
Wilkeson and Loughten and Rummel
of Tacoma.

The scenes at the hospitals are piti-
ful. Men whose clothing is almost
burned from their bodies are laid out

!as fast as they arrive, their eyebrows
and hair singed and their faces black
and bleeding. Women and children
surround the building weeping.

A crowd of voiceless men stand in
front of the mouth of the incline, wa.t-

I ing to see who of their friends will next
|be brought out alive. Occasionally a

shapeless body comes up on the car.
Rescue parties are working both in the
incline and at the old timber chute on
the hill.

Sadness fillsthe Meredith home. Mrs.
Meredith, with eyes flowing with tea.s,
fears that not only has she lost her
husband, but her son, Daniel Meredith,
who, although said to be saved, has not
appeared across h.s accustomed
threshold. A crowd of sympathizing
women, neighbors, are grouped around
her offering their consolations.

At present it is stated confidently
that a large proportion of the unfortu-
nate miners may be brought out alive.
It was customary to work 115
divided into three shifts, but the first,
the morning shift, was the largest.

Several years ago an explosion of fire
jdamp occurred in this mine, and two

! men lost their lives. Nobody so far j
blames the company, as the explosion
is regarded as an accident common 'o

jall coal mining districts. Timber gang*
[ are now at work replacing the deranged
j timbers and incidentally rescuing ihi

imprisoned miners or taking out an
occasional body. The fans are wo.k.ng
well, and most of the black damp is
rapidly sucked out of the mines. The
fans were not stopped at all by the ex-
plosion.

The work of rescuing the living was
completed at 9 o'clock. By that time

jthe mine had been purified by the fans
to such an extent as to permit free in-
gress and egress.

Down in the canyon, a mile from the
town, is the tunnel mouth leading to

jNumber 7. Nearly two miles up the
jhillside is the shaft to the mine, and it \was here that the work was pushed
vigorously. Men went down in little
parties of two or more, and searchej !
for the living as fast as the deadiy |
damp would allow progress. Those'
who were brought to the surface were !
mutlled in sacking to protect their i
burns until they could be hdiy.ed to tha
top of the incline and carried to tha

ihospital. There were not many cf
jbut the search was continued until all
I hope of saving life was at an end.

Many cases of heroism On the part of
the workers were brought to light. Men

; would continue until overcome by the j
; gases. They would be carried to the

I air to revive, and go down again. In

J one case a miner named Meredith
escaped to the pit mouth after the ex-

jplosion. He had been working with his
son, and the boy did not come out with
him. The father returned to look lor
the boy, and he is now among the dead.
His son was rescued alive.

The first body to be brought to the

surface was that of Watt Jones, the
only support of a widowed mother. The

MONTAGUE WHITE
ON WAR IN AFRICA.

Kruger's Former Agent, Now Liv-
ing Quietly in England,

Discusses tbe Conflict Between the British
and Boer Forces.

\u25a0

Believes That Both Sides Will
Grow Tired After More Hard
Fighting Has Taken Place, and
That Then an Offer From Presi-

dent McKinely to Arbitrate

Will he Accepted.

(Copyrighted, 1899, by Associated Press.)

LONDON, Dec. ».?A representative
of the Associated Press has discovered
the whereabouts of Montague White,

the former Boer agent here, who, after
spending the recent weeks with Dr.

Leyds at Brussels, has returned to his

home in England, where he is living

quietly. While he has no official con-
nection with the Transvaal, Mr. White

keeps in touch with those who sympa-
thize with the Boers. He has been in-

vited to lecture in the United States,
but has declined. Mr. White intends

to return to Johannesburg, where he

has much property, when the war is

over. But he doubts if his holdings

there are worth much, believing the

Boers will wreck the town and mines
before surrendering.

"We no longer," said Mr. White,
"have cable connection with President
Kruger, so I am unable to speak defi-
nitely regarding the Boer opinion of
the progress of the war. Ido believe,
however, that after both sides have
had more fighting they will grow tired
and an offer by President McKinley to
arbitrate will be accepted. President
Kruger willnot surrender until the last

ditch, and that will not be reached be-

fore battles are fought far harder than
have yet marked the campaign.

"Even if President Kruger wished to
make terms he could not do so. The
women alone would prevent it, for the
Boer women, though usually phleg-
matic and taking little part in the af-
fairs of men, when roused to the pres-

ent pitch are, perhaps, a more serious
faotor than the Boer commandos. The
British public is only just beginning
to realize the extent of the disaffection
in Cape Colony. When the fighting is
all over nothing will have been accom-
plished, for the Dutch, though sullen-
ly obedient, will take no part and no
interest in international matters, har-
boring, with racial tenacity, the mem-
ory of their wrongs and instilling hate

of the English into their numerous off-

spring, thus laying the of con-
tinual unrest."

The removal of the Irish magistrates
exhibiting tendencies to sympathize
with the Boers continues at a lively

rate. Connor O'Kelly, Chairman of the
Mayo County Council, is the latest vic-

tim, while it is said that a number of
other magistrates in the west have been
asked by the Lord Chancellor for. an
explanation of their speeches, which is

a probable preliminary to their re-
moval.

James Bryce, Liberal member of

Parliament for the South Division of
Aberdeen, has been challenged to re-
sign his seat by one of his leading con-
stituents and test the feeling of the

voters on the stand he has taken on the
South African war

Colonel Herbert Eaton of the Grena-
dier Guards, who has been promoted to
Major General, is the husband of a
daughter of The late F. O. French of
New York. General Eaton's mother is

also an American. He had seen no
active service and commanded the

Grenadier Guards when they were sent
in disgrace to Bermuda.

As a sequel to Emperor William's
recent visit to England, Queen Victoria

has intimated her intention of confer-
ring the order of the Garter on the
German Crown Prince. The ceremony
will probably occur during the Queen's
visit to Potsdam in 15X10, when the re-
cipient will be 18, the same age at
which the Emperor received a similar
decoration. «

The Prince of Wales will be the guest

of Heber R. Bishop, formerly of New
York, from December 11th to December
13th at Houghton Hall, which Mr.
BlsMop rents from Lord Cholmondeley.
Elaborate preparations have been made
to entertain his royal highness.

It is announced that the Bull Hotel
at Rochester, so much associated with
the late Charles Dickens, is to be sold
at auction during the present month.
It contains a quantity of Dickens' fur-
niture. One little sitting-room is en-
tirely furnished with things formerly
used by the novelist.
\u25a0R. C. Lehmsnn has again been chosen
to coach Cambridge for the inter-'vp.r-
sity boat race. Associated with h'm will
be H. Willis, who was at Harvard with
Lehmann. The latter says next yew's
race will probably occur April 4th. and
he expects to do most of his coaching
in March. He does not contemplate
another American triD.

It is said that Pierre Lorillard will
race again in England next season and
W. C. Whitney willhave a lot of hopes
here, which indicates, according to an
English racing authority, that mors
money will go to America than before.

A qtgstion as to the eligibility "of
Lord William Beresford's Democrat,
now the favorite for the next Derby!
has arisen, the race being officially de-
scribed as for colts and fillies, whlU
Democrat is a gelding. But th# is. not
likely to prove a serious obstacle, as
other geldings have run in previous
Derbys. But it might result in regula-
tions on this point governing future
entries.

Montauk, Don Alonzo, Blondin IT.
and Dakota, the steeplechase winners
this week, were all bred in America

Lord Cottonham and Lady Rose
Nevill were married before a registrar
a few hours after the latter's husband.
J. Blundell-Leigh, had an absolute de-
cree nisd granted him, Cottonham being
the co-respondent.

Demetrius Constantinidi, a London
stock broker, was granted this week a
separation from hia wife on the ground
of desertion. She is a daughter of

Stephen Ralli, a well-known citizen of
New York, where the firm is known as
Rail! Bros. Mr. Rail! settled £51,000 on
his daughter, but this was not touched
by Constantinidi.

Reports have been current that
Archibald Forbes is dying, but a repre-
sentative of the Associated Press learns
that they are unfounded. The celebrat-
ed war correspondent has been in poor
health during the last few years, but he
is no worse. He Is now living quietly
in London with his American wife.

Sir Richard Tarrat, on whose plans
the Mills houses, New York, were built,
and who planned London's Rowton
house, as the Poor Men's hotels are
called, intends establishing a similar
institution for women. He has received
an offer of £50,000 from a personal

friend in America to this end.
Sir Richard Tarrant was interviewed

by a representative of the Associated
Press, but refused to divulge the don-
or's name. He denied the rumor, how-
ever, that it was D. O. Mills. The
amount offered will build one house
holding 500 women. The building is
intended for the use of women able to
pay 80 cents per week for a room. The
institution will be self-supporting and
interest will probably be paid on the
£50,000, though the sum' is given inter-
est free.

The French appeal courts have decid-
ed that a woman of foreign nationality
can be punished in France for adultery.
The decision was rendered in the cele-
brated case of Mme. di Musella, who,
in Febreury last was condemned for
this offense. The names of Major Pan-
izzardi and Captain Dreyfus were
dragged into the trial, which was fol-
lowed by various appeals on the ground
of Mme. Trezza di Mussella being a
foreigner, and, therefore, not liable to
punishment. Now this point has been
decided, further arguments will take
place, and the trial promises to be one
of the longest causes celebres.

French statistics of the past year
show that the number of deaths has
increased by 50,564, while the number
of births has decreased hy .15,174, a
si- iking confirmation, it is pointed out,
of the strictures made on tiie Nation
in Zola's latest book.

CATTLE QUARANTINE ORDER.

The State North of San Francisco
WillNot be Included.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9.?The usual
annual quarantine order against the
area where the splenetic or Southern
(Texas) fever exists among cattle will
be issued shortly by the Department of
Agriculture, to take effect January Ist.
The order will be substantially like that
of last year, the most important dif-
ference being that where last year the
whole of California was included in the
proscribed area, the quarantine line
now, in view of the co-operation of
State authorities, will be drawn across
the State in an easterly line from San
Francisco.

The quarantine area will consist of all
of the States of South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Alabama,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Indian Territory
and parts of the States of North Caro-
lina, Tennessee. Texas, Oklahoma and
California. The boundary lines may
be modified slightly later, where the
co-operation of State authorities may
justify it.

Germany's New Island Possessions.
BERLIN, Dec. 9.?The semi-official

"North German Gazette" says that a
dispatch dated December 7th from Gov-
ernor Bennigsen, who after formal

| transfer of the Caroline, Marianne and
iPelew Islands to Germany had reached
! Macassar on his way back to Herbert-
| shoe, reports that the prospects at
i Panape are favorable for a peaceful de-
| velopment. Governor Hahl will take
iup his residence there. Perfect tran-
; quility reigns at Yap and Saigan, the
jprincipal islands of the West Carolines
| and Mariannes, respectively. Coal has, been discovered in the Pelews, and it
; is also expected that gold will be found.

Failure Due to the Hurricane.
PONCE (Porto Rico), Dec. 9.?The

! first failure on account of the hurri-

! cane is that of Felici Costa & Co., who

Ihave been declared bankrupt in the
| United States Provisional Court. Their
inabilities are $400,000 and assets $500,-- but the latter consist largely of
! non-negotiable paper of planters and
: others. Henry Fritz has been ap-
]pointed Commissioner and Hermino
i Armstrong receiver. The firm has been

jestablished thirty-five years, and did a
| large coffee and general commission
< business.

Germans in Samoa Pleased.
BERLIN, Dec. 9.?Dispatches re-

ceived here to-day from Apia, Samoa,
under date of November 27th, say that

ithe news of the final settlement of the
j question has been hailed with

ikeen satisfaction by the ;erman resi-
idents and a larjre majority of the Sa-
\u25a0 moans. The dispatches add th-it Malic-
! toa Tanu's people are repressed overth?
; matter, and that a majority.vf the Eng-
lish residents begrudge Germany her
success. *

Distribution of Seeds.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 9.?The Depart-

ment of Agriculture will begin its dis-
tribution of seeds a little earlier this
year than last, shipping them south the

1 beginning of January and perhaps
| sending a few shortly before the first.

jThis year the seeds for distribution to
all parts of the country will consist of

! 13,000,000 packets of vegetable seeds,
1.588,000 of flower seeds besides field
and lawn grass seeds.

The Revolt in Venezuela.
CARACAS ,Dec. 9, via Haytien cable.

?A great battle is expected to take
place to-day at Maraicaibo. The Gov-
ernment has stopped private messages,

iAn American steamer was not per-

| mitted to enter Maraicaibo. The re-
port that the Colmobia army would in-
vade Venezuela is untrue.

Death of a Prominent Southerner.
NEW HAVEN (Conn.), Dec. 9.?

Judge Eleaseer K. Foster of Gainesville,
iFlorida, died at the hospital in this city
last night. Judge Foster came North
for his health ibout a week ago. He
was a Trustee of the University of the
South at Suwanee, Term., and held
other prominent positions in the South.

A Washington Mansion Burned.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 9.?Early to-

day fire totally destroyed the Welling
Mansion, at Fourteenth street and
Welling Place, occupied by Dr. T. H.
French*. Loss on residence $00,000: on
contents about $50,000. Dr. French was
slightly burned while trying to save the
female servants.

THE ROBERTS
INQUIRY RESUMED.

A Secret and Also an Open Session
Held by the Committee.

Proceedings of the Hearing Behind Closed
Doors Later en Made Public.

Roberts Pleads Not Guilty to the
Charges of Polygamy and Then

Offers a Demurrer to the Juris-

diction of the Committee?The
Alleged Second and Third

Wives of the Acensed Likely to
be Summoned as Witnesses.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9.?The consid-
eration of the case of Mr. Roberts of
Utah was resumed at 10 o'clock this
morning by the House Investigating

Committee, Mr. Roberts being present
to plead to certain specific interrogato-
ries which had been framed. The pro-
ceedings continued to be behind closed
doors.

Mr. Roberts was first asked if he con-
ceded the existence of the court record
wherein he pleaded guilty in 1889 un-,
der the Edmunds-Tucker law. This he
conceded. He was next asked whether
about 1887 he had married plural wives, j
and had lived with them since that
time as wives.

To the whole of this charge Roberts
pleaded not guilty, and then demurred j
to the jurisdiction of the committee, i
for the following reasons:

"First?On the ground of violation of]
constitutional rights, in that it attempt- ;
ed to try him for a crime without pre- j
sentment of indictment by Grand Jury, ?
and without trial before jury and due
process of law.

"Second?That it was an attempt to
deprive him of vested property that he
held in the emoluments of an office for
the full term.

"Third?That the only evidence that
could be rightfully considered in the
committee was a court record and the
establishing of the guilt, confessed or
proven, of the Representative-elect, and
that the committee has no right to
consider any other evidence.

"Fourth?That the crime alleged,
namely, that of unlawful cohabitation,
even if proven, would not constitute a
sufficient crime to bar a member or de-
prive him of his seat, because inno-
cence of polygamy or unlawful cohabi-
tation is nowhere enumerated in the
Constitution as a qualification of the
office of a member of Congress, nor is
it named in any United States law ap-
plicable to Utah, or any other State." ,

Mr. .Roberts argued these points fori
nearly two hours, referring to law
books and answering queries. It was a
legal controversy throughout, the facts
not being gone into at length. Mr. Rob- j
crts concluded by asking that his prima
facie right to a seat be at once consid-
ered, as the present status denied to a
sovereign State representation in the
House at a time when injurious legis-1
lation affecting that State might take!
place.

At the conclusion of Mr. Roberts'
statement the committee held an execu- !
tive session, and then adjourned until
2p. m. The Chairman announced that
subsequent meetings would be open and I
publicity was also given to the official
stenographer's report of the morning
session.

This showed that Tayler of Ohio had I
submitted the interrogatories. In the
course of these Tayler said:

"Charges are made that you were
convicted in 1889 of unlawful cohabita-!
tion, and that since then you have been'
guilty of the same offense. Some years
ago you contracted plural marriages,
and ever since then have maintained
polygamous relations with these j
wives."

Tayler also stated as a basis for the
inquiry that "one of the material facts
to be ascertained is as to whether or
not you contracted as early as 1887
plural marriages, and have maintained
ever since polygamous relations with j
these plural wives. The committee in- j
.structs me to say that if you wish|
to make any statement about this or
any other matter which is charged, you
may do so in your own way."

Mr. Roberts was also shown the affi-
davits on file, on which the foregoing
inquiries were made. His answer was
substantially as heretofore given, the
written text submitted by him being \u25a0
as follows-:

"First?Roberts concedes the fact es-'
tablished by the records of the United
States Judicial District Court in and for
the Territory of Utah, submitted for his
inspection, to-wit: That in 1889, in 1
the Territory of Utah, he pleaded guilty
to the misdemeanor charged agains
him of unlawful cohabitation. \u25a0

"Second?ln the testimony submitted,
it nowhere appears that there is any
affidavit or testimony offered before
the committee that Roberts, about 1887,
or previous to October, 1890, or since,
contracted plural marriages further
than may be inferred from his confes-'
sion to the misdemeanor of unlawful I
cohabitation in 1889, as set out in the |
court records, and, therefore, on that
point he enters no plea, because there
is no charge or testimony alleging it.

"Third?ln the papers ' submitted
which are supposed to sustain the loose
and irregular charges against Roberts,
it nowhere appears that there is any :
affidavit or testimony that Roberts, !
either before or since 1890, contracted 1
plural marriages, but as to the inquiry >of the committee on this subject he!
specifically denies that since October, j
1800, he has contracted plural mar- j

riages.
"Fourth?That to the charge that;

ever since 1889, when Roberts pleaded i
guilty to unlawful cohabitation in the!
then Territory of Utah, that he has j
lived in polygamous relations in viola-
tion of law, he pleads not guilty.

"Demurrer: Roberts demurs to the
proceedings instituted by the commit-
tee on these grounds:

"First?That the committee has no
jurisdiction over me to try me for the
alleged defense or the offense charged. I

"Second?Roberts further demurs to]
the evidence and papers on which the|
charge of continued polygamous living!
is based, on the ground that the said

\u25a0papers and facts do not state facts suf-
ficient to constitute a charge against
me that is in any way regular and ten-
able or sufficient to deprive me of my
prima facie right to take the oath of
office and occupy the seat in the House
of Representatives to which I have
been duly and legally elected, and which
election and right is not contested.

"Third?That said papers and evi-
dence are ambiguous, unintelligible and
incompetent, and of such character as
to make the same not worthy to be con-
sidered by the committee, and I ask
that my prima facie right to my seat
be now considered."

THE PUBLIC HEARING.
The first of the public hearings in the

Roberts case began at 2 o'clock. At
that hour the committee room was
crowded with members, reporters of the
press and delegates representing the
Gentile element of Utah. Mr. Roberts
sat at the end of a long table, with
documents piled up before him. His
Secretary was near at hand, bringing
him books and other data of reference.

Chairman Tayler announced that per-
sons who had participated in framing
the charges were present, and he asked
that they be heard.

A. T. Schroeder, one of the Gentiie
delegation from Utah, then stepped for-
ward and was about to proceed, when
Mr. Roberts rose hastily and raised his
hand in protest.

"I object," he said, "I object to this
witness, if he comes here as an at-
torney. I object to him if he comes
as a witness, on the ground that he is
unworthy of confidence. And I pro-
pose to establish by the records of the
Supreme Court of Utah that he is ut-
terly unworthy of belief."

Roberts said he would present the
Tenth Utah Supreme Court report in
support of his allegations.

Mr. Tayler answered that Mr. Schroe-
der was not present as a witness or as
counsel, but merely to give the com-
mittee such information as he could,

and the committee would treat t,he mat-
ter as it saw fit. ?

Mr. Schroeder remarked that helid
not understand that he was on trill.

Mr. Roberts did not press his ob-
jection further, and Mr. Schroeder pro-

ceeded. He said it could be established
that Mr. Roberts had maintained and

is now maintaining the status of a
polygamist. In 1889 he pleaded guilty
of unlawful cohabitation and has since
that time continued in that relation.
Specifically, Mr. Schroeder said, it could
be established that there had been re-

cently born children to his polygamous
wives, among them being twins born
to Celia Dibble Roberts, the reputed
second wife of the Congressman-elect.
These children were represented to be
born, he said, August 11, 1897. and un-
til this morning he had understood they

were 'acknowledged by Roberts as his.
It could also be shown that he has

been holding out Dr. Maggie Shipp
Roberts as a wife, and is now maintain-
ing the status of a husband toward her;
that during all of these times he had
living a lawful wife, Louisa Smith Rob-
erts, who also has borne him children.

Mr. Schroeder said the witnesses were
in Utah, readily accessible if the com-
mittee desired to summon them. He
suggested that Miss Adah Roberts, the
daughter of Mr. Roberts, was now ln
the city, and might be available as a
witness.

Rev. Dr. Iliffof Utah was asked if
he desired to add anything, but stated
that Mr. Schroeder had covered the
general question sufficiently, and that
the detailed evidence would be ready
if the committee desired.

At this point Representative Mc-
pherson of lowa, a member of the com-
mittee, stated that he thought there
was a misunderstanding among mem-
bers as to the status of Mr. Roberts.
Some thought he had made his state-
ment in order to frame an issue. Others
thought he had appeared as a witness,
and should be subject to cross-exami-
nation. He said he feared the commit-
tee was gradually drifting to the point
where it would have to go 2,500 miles
to Utah to hear witnesses, or else bring
witnesses 2,500 to Washington.

Chairman Tayler stated that Roberts
had not appeared as a witness, and was
not under oath.

Mr. Roberts said his statement was
for the purpose of joining issues. He
rested, and desired a ruling on liis de-
murrer and time to present authorities
on this demurred, for, he said, he was
not through with that. He stated also
that as a witness he would hardly be
expected to give evidence against him-
self.

The public hearing then went over
until Tuesday morning at 10 o'clock,
and the committee held a private ses-
sion.

Mr. Tayler said after the executive
session that the committee was consid-
ering whether it should go to Utah or
have the witnesses come here, and that
no decision had been reached.

Mr. Schroeder, against whom Roberts
made his protests, "said after the meet-
ing: "Mr. Roberts refers to a civil
suit brought to set aside an execution
sale made by the Sheriff of Salt Lake
County. I was the attorney of the
judgment creditors, and at the Sheriff's
sale became the purchaser in my own
name, with the consent of my clients.
It is a long story, but suffice it to say
that Judge Bartch, now on the Su-
preme Bench, who tried the case, in
rendering his oral decision, expressly
exonerated me from all imputation of
actual fraud. Mr. Roberts goes a long
way to find means for distracting at-

tention from himself, but the case is
urgent, and perhaps I ought to consider
him justified in going to any extreme."

It is understood that the opposition
to Roberts has suggested that the wives
with whom he is alleged to have main-
tained polygamous relations be sum-
moned as witnesses. The first wife, it
is said, would be exempt from testify-
ing against her husband, as she has a
legal status as wife, but this exemption
would not extend beyond the first wife.

A sub-committee consisting of Messrs
Morris, Littlefield and Myers have
been appointed to set up forms, etc.,
in connection with the summoning of
witnesses.

No Tidings From the Niagara.

BUFFALO (N. V.). Dec. 9.?No tid- \
ings from the Canadian steamer Ni-
agara, supposed to have foundered in !
Lake Brie in the gale of Tuesday with

a crew of sixteen men, have been re-
ceived to-day. Haines & Company, as-
signees of the Niagara's cargo of
shingles, said to-day that they had
practically abandoned hope for the ves-
sel's safety. The Niagara's cargo was 'insured for $8,200. The vessel was
valued at $24,000. and was uninsured.

Colonel Ibbetson, who died recently in
England, was the hero of the last sen-
sational elopement to Gretna-Green. He
ran off forty-four years ago with Lady
Adela Villlers, daughter of the Earl of;

Jersey. She died six years after theyj
were married.

TAYLOR'S VOTE
IN KENTUCKY.

Official Figures Give Him a Plural-
ity of 2,382 Over Geobel.

Certificates of Election of Republican Can-
didates for State Offices Signed.

Commissioner Poynts Declines to
Attach His Signature to the
Certificate, Excepting in tho
Case of the Railroad Commis-

sioners?Tho Court of Appeals

Announces Two Decision*
Having an Important Bearing
Upon the Late Election.

FRANKFORT (Ky.), Dec 9.-At 9:45
this morning the election certificate of
William S. Taylor was sig!«ed by the
Election Commissioners and he was de-
clared to be Governor-elect of Ken-
tucky. The official vote filed with the
Secretary of State is as follows: Tay-
lor, 193,714; Goebel, 191,331. Taylor's
plurality, 2,353.

The operation, which ended, for the
time being at least, the bitterly fought
gubernatorial contest, was conducted
in the simplest manner. The majority
opinion of Commissioners Pryor and
Ellis and the minority opinion of Com-
missioner Poyntz were not read, as was
the original intention. The three Com-
missioners walked first to the office of
the Clerk of the Stale Supreme Court,
where they filed the two' opinions. They
then passed into the office of the Secre-
tary of State, Clerk Chenault, of the
Board of Commissioners, read the fig-
ures, showing that the Republican can-
didates for office on the State ticket
had received the largest number of
votes, and then the certificate* of el c-
tion were signed at once, that of Mr.
Taylor being first on the list.

There were only fourteen people in
the room at the time, and of this num-
ber only two were there as spectators.
There was no crowd around the build-
ing, and no interest was manifested in
the work saved by those engaged m it
and these who stood looking on. The
three Commissioners were all apparent-
ly in good humor, although Commis-
sioners Ellis and Pryor, who had dona
the most work In preparing the long'
and elaborate work, looked worn and
tired.

The certificates, as soon as signed,
were filel with the Secretary of Stata,
and commissions will be issued to the
elected men by Governor Bradley.

Late last night, when the dec'sion had
gone forth to the public, Commissioner
Ellis, upon whose shoulders tha
greatest part of the work of preparing
the opinion has fallen, discussed the
luatter freely.

"This has been a hard thing for mV
he said, his eyes inflamed by tha l?sa
of sleep and the heavy lines in his face
bearing witness to the truthvof his
statement. *"It has teen a hard thing for us all.T wish, however, that all of the poople
of the County should know how nobly
Judge Pryor has acted in this matter
and how conscientiously he has dene
what he considers his duty. He is a
great man, one of the greatest, in my
opinion, that Kentucky has ever pro-
duced, and I am sure his conduct in
this case has been but another piece of
his long and honorable career as a pub-
lic officer.

"Speaking for myself," continued Mr.
Ellis, "Isay frankly I did not.like to do
this thing, but, under the law and the
evidence, there is nothing else! I can do
and be an honest man.

"Why, Iwas an original G°e*>el man.
I was a Goebel man long before he re-
ceived tho nomination, and I am' a Goe-
bel man now and a Goebel partisan. It
would give me greater pleasure than I
can express to be able to declare- far the
Democrats in this thing, but I cannot
do it. The proceedings before the
board were so overwhelmingly in favor
of the Republicans, and they had so
much the best of the arguments, that
it is almost idle to discuss the affairs.
There was. to the minds of Judge pryor
and myself, only one thing to do. Audi
that we have done."

The statements made by Mr. Ellis
have been upheld by his conduct from
first to last throughout the canvas:';. H.i
did all of the questioning of the attor-
neys, and seemed at every stage to ba
most anxious to obtain the truth and
to be impartial to both sidea

Mr. Goebel was apparently in the best
of humor after being told that Mr.
Taylor's certificate had been signed. He
laughed and shook his head when asked
if he had anything to pay.

"Not a thing, I am not talking."
"When will you make a contest?"
"I have not decided yet, and I, of

course, cannot discuss it when I do not
know it myself."

The defeated candidate was game to
the last, and if there was any ill-humor
In him nobody knew It but himself.

Mr. Taylor was modest and reticent
as usual.

"I expected it, of course," he said. ' I
knew that if the Commissioners went
by the law and evidence they could do
nothing else than decide the way they
have done."

Commissioner Poyntz declined to s'.gn
the Republican certificate of election,
saying that he stood by the opinion he
had rendered, and could not consistent-
ly do so. He consented to- sign the cer-
tificate of the Railroad Commissioners,
however.
THE COURT SETS A PRECEDENT.

FRANKFORT (Ky.). Dec. 9.?At to-
day's session of the Court of Appeals
the tissue ballot case frdm Ohio County
was decided and the decision was con-
curred in by four of the seven Judges.

The Court held that all ballots should
be printed on white paper, sufficiently
thick that the printing cannot be dis-
tinguished from the back, and if bal-
lots are used at an election which do
not substantially comply with the law
the election is not requir-
ed by law, and is invalid.

The opinion of the court comes too
late te affect the decision, of the State
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