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ANOTHER
DISASTER

IN A MINE.

Thirty Men Entombed in
a Coal Pit,

With Little Hope Thet Any Will
Be Rescued Alive.

x Separated From the Searching Part-
ies by Walls of Debris,

The Result of an Explosion of Gas in the

Braznell Mine, Near Browns-
ville, Pennsylvania.

PITTSBURG, Dec. 23?A special to

the "Post" from Brownsville, Pa., says:

"There is scarcely any hope that any

of the men in the pit are now alive."
These were the words of Mine In-

spector James E. Blick, uttered by him

at 10 o'clock to-night as he stood at

the rriputh of the Braznell mine, in

whose depths thirty men are entomb-
ed. That they will get out alive is ex-

ceedingly improbable, and to-night

mothers, wives and sisters mourn them

as dead.

Since early this morning the impris-

oned men have been without air and

food. They are separated from eager

searchers by walls of debris which fell
when the explosion took place and

blocked the road to liberty.

At 7:30 this morning the death deal-

ing blast was loosened. Owing to a
shortage of cars, less than the usual

..io -r of men entered the pit. Ine

mine is that of the Stockdale Commer-

cial Coal Company, and lies four miles

from Brownsville and fourteen miles

from Uniontown. It is known as the

Braznell mine, and lies near a station

of that name on the Red Stone Creek

branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad.

At 5 o'clock this morning Fire Boss
James Radcliffe went through the mine

as usual, and found gas or "firedamp,"

in two places. He found about three

inches of gas in the main entry about

100 yards from the main shaft, and

about an equal quantity in a room on
a side entry' a short distance away. The

?fire boss reported the presence of the
gas, but informed the Superintendent

that it was all right for the men to

enter. The men were lonvered into the

mine in the cage, descending the main

shaft, which is vertical. From forty

to fifty men had entered the mine and
dispersed through it, when the gas was
Ignited In some manner not yet ascer-
tained.

A tremendous explosion ocurred. Its

force must have reached every man in

the mine. The cage in the main shaft,
which was at the bottom, was blown

Into splinters, and the hoisting machin-

ery wrecked. About 100 yards from the

main entrance was an air shaft, also

vertical and brick lined. It was torn

by the blast, and the bricks were blown

to the very top.

g Altogether, there were from forty-five

to fifty workers in the mine. The men
descended in the cage of the mine shaft

from eight to ten at a time. A moment

after the fifth load had descended there

was a roar that shook the immense iron

tipple above the main shaft, and rev-
erberated from the hillsides. There

was no need to tell what had happened.

Frantic women and frightened children

dashed out of their dwellings just

across the railroad track, and rushed

toward the mouth of the shaft. They

were driven back by the smoke that
poured up from the mine, a minute

later everything was quiet. The big

engines stopped, and the frn was hush-

ed. There was no possibility of aiding

the imprisoned men through the main

shaft, and a rush was made for the

ventilating shaft, 150 feet away. This

is 112 feet deep, bricked inside to

strengthen it and has iron steps from

top to bottom.
A shout came from below, and It was

known that not all were killed, but who
had drawn the fatal prizes in the lot-

tery of life and death? The anxious
ones at the top waited a few minutes

jt.or the men to appear. They did not
appear, and an investigation was made.
It was found that the explosion had

torn away the brick lining of the shaft,

taking with it about twenty feet of the
iron steps. The men below were in a

tray. Promptly a rope and bucket was
lowered arid the men hauled up. The
first was Albert Meese, 13 years of age,

a tapper. He was unconscious, and was
lifted out and restoratives applied with-

out avail. He gasped once or twice
and then died, a victim of after damp.

Fourteen men were rescued by the
bucket and rope. All were sick, and
some half fainting. They were given

restoratives and sent to their homes,

several having to be carried. As no
"more men appeared at the foot of the

airshaft, attention was turned to the

main shaft, from which the after damp

was pouring out in a thick volume. The

fan was crippled, and the cages would
not work. The first thing to do was to

start the fan. This was accomplished

by 10:30 a. m. and the after damp be-
gan to force its way out of the ventil-
ating shaft.

The brattices in the mine which guide

the air through the workings had been
wrecked by the explosion, and much of

the force of the fan was lost. Gradu-

ally the air around the main shaft be-

came purer, and at 3 o'clock the first

body of rescuers descended, the cages

having been temporarily repaired.

When they got within ten feet of the

bottom the cage stopped. A mass of
wreckage was piled up at the bottom of

the shaft. With their faces blackened

and burned, and their bodies distorted,

laid seven men. The rescuers started
to clear away the debris, but it was
slow work, as the force of the explo-

sion had been terrific.

Pit Boss Thomas and three men went

1back a hundred feet to find the source:
!They think they succeeded, but did not

| have time to investigate, as they were

' overcome by the after damp. Other

members of the rescuing party hastily

brought them above ground, where they
were given brandy and coffee. Thomas

was about dead, and to-night is indeed
suffering severely.

When the first party was worn out
and nearly poisoned, another took its

place, and the work was kept up with-
jout a moment's cessation. The res-
cuers found the carcasses of five mules

that had been killed outright.

At 10 o'clock to-night the work of

rescue had progressed so far that Super:.

| intendent Blower expected to have

some bodies out by midnight. Mine In-
spector Henry Louttit is working away

ir. the wrecked main shaft at the head
i.f gang? of picV ,d men, ..iio ait ,»tiajn-

ing every nerve to save the survivors,

if there are any.

Mine Inspector James Blick, who

reached the scene to-night, said: "I

would not like to say there is no hope

for the men in the pit, but I doubt
whether a single one remains alive. The

fan is running, but the big part of the

mine remains unventilated, and is prob-

ably still choked with deadly after

damp, in which no human being can
live. Ifthe men have not been able to
contrive to save themselves from the

\u25a0
after damp, I fear that they are dead."

One of the mine officials, who spent

almost the entire day working in the

pit, said: "The havoc wrought is al-

most complete, and I have little hope
that the men are alive."

As the night grew blacker the scene
at the shaft became more sorrowful.

The rain came down in pitiless tor-

rents, and each moment the air was
more chill. Back of the fateful pit

| rose a solid mass of mountainous dark-

ness. In front, but far across the rail-

road tracks, were the flickering lights

iof the homes of the miners. At one
iside of the mouth of the shaft, some

huge lumps of coal made a blazing

camp fire and around were seated a
score of workers.

No complete list of the dead can be

1 compiled to-night. The managers of
j the mine have the pay roll, but it has

| been impossible for them to discover

all the survivors. But there is a gen-

; eral opinion that from thirty to thirty-

; five men are entombed. About half are

jAmericans and the balance are Huns

or Slavs. The list as obtained is: Jos-

jeph Wagroyer, single; Joseph Buts-

ehame, 40, wife and three children; Al-

bert Meese, aged 13; Samuel Meese, his

father, pit boss; Peter Oris, 36, mar-
jried, has five children; Henry Hager,

? 50, wife and children; James Thomas,

| married.* Carl Hobidski was hauled up

\u25a0 from the bottom, the rope being tied

; about his wrists. In twenty minutes

iafter the rescue he appeared on the

scene as calm as ever.
Soon after the extent of the accident

became known undertakers were sum-
moned from Brownsville, and a new
building. Just back of the mine, in-

tended for a blacksmith shop, was- con-
verted into a morgue. Here pine boards
on trestles were shaped into receptacles
for the dead. All is in readiness for
the victims of the mine when brought

to the surface.

Recruits For the Boers.
CINCINNATI, Dec. 23.?Thirty-five

recruits for the Boer army were exam-
| ined here to-day. Those who passed

will be forwarded to-morrow. It is be-
lieved that Dr. Leyds, the European
representative of the Transvaal, is fur-
nishing thU means. The recruits will
go from here to New York, and thence
are expected to go via Antwerp to Del-
agoa Bay.

WAR OFFICE
WITHOUT NEWS.

Beyond a Statement That All Was
Well at Ladysmith

Nothing Has Been Received From the Seat
of Hostilities in Natal,

Field Marshal Lord Roberts, Who

is to Assume Command of the
British Forces in South Africa,

Sails From Southampton on the
Steamship Dunottar Castle.

LONDON, Dec. 24.-4:45 a. m.?Be-
yond the statement that a heliograph
message from Ladysmith reports "all
well to Friday afternoon, with no fight-

ing except outpost skirmishes," abso-
lutely no news hag been received from
the seat of war during the night. The
War Office officers at midnight said
they had not received any war dis-
patches.

From a continental Dutch source,
however, comes the incredible rumor
that a British army corps has disem-
barked at Lourenzo Marques and is
marching towards the Transvaal fron-
tier.

Field Marshal Lord Roberts, who is

to assume command of the British
forces in South Africa, left Waterloo
Railroad Station at noon yesterday
amidst scenes of enthusiasm vividly

demonstrating the national interest in
the event and the guarantee that what-

ever can be done in South Africa will
be carried out by thoroughly competent
hands and on carefully matured lines
Although only privileged persons were
permitted to enter the station, this did
not prevent the gathering of immense
throngs at all the approaches and other
points of vantage, who cheered repeat-

edly as "Bobs," accompanied by his
wife and two daughters, drove up.
Seldom has the terminus witnessed such
an inspiring send-off. Every appear-

ance of the Field Marshal was the sig-

nal for ringing hurrahs, lusty shouts
and good wishes. The moment the vet-
eran commander arrived he was sur-
rounded by military officers and other
friends, and held a semi-private recep-

tion in the waiting room. After a per-

sonal leave-taking Lord Roberts reach-
ed the platform, where general greet-
ings and parting words were exchang-

ed. Many ladies pressed eagerly for-
ward to get a last handshake, express

deep sympathy with the distinguished
soldier in his recent bereavement and

bid him godspeed. One woman with
her eyes filled with tears exclaimed:
"God bless you and bring you safely

back to us." This wish was echoed and
re-echoed in varying phraseology by

hundreds thronging the vicinity of the
train.

As the General joined his wife and
daughters at the door of the saloon
carriage he was speedily surrounded
by distinguished statesmen and mili-
tary men, including A J. Balfour, the
Marquis of Landsdowne, Field Marshal
Sir Donald Stewart and Lieutenant
Colonel Carrington, the Queen's equer-

ry. Lord Wolseley and others arrived
late, and it required all the efforts
of the police to clear a passage for
them.

Scarcely had the Commander-in-Chief
joined Lord Roberts when a great cheer

announced the approach of the Duke of
Cambridge. The crush was so great

that the Duke, in spite of police protec-
tion, was so hurtled that more than

once he gave verbal expression of re-
sentment at the -rough treatment he
had to submit to, and the police re-
doubled their efforts, finally enabling

the Duke of Cambridge to reach Lord
Roberts, though in the confusion the

police thrust aside many of those who

were best entitled to remain, including

Wolseley, who, however, took the rough

handling of the police good humoredly.

The ladies present suffered much from

the crowd, but their piteous appeals

were unavailing to stem the crush.

Renewed cheering heralded the Duke
of Connaught's arrival. Then rousing

cheers momentarily diverted attention
from the hero of the hour as the Prince
of Wales appeared and greeted Lord
Roberts in the most cordial manner.
The Prince and the distinguished Gen-
eral engaged in earnest conversation,
and furnished a striking center to a
notable group, which included no less
than five field marshals.

Lord Roberts, who was in mourning

dress, looked fit for anything. In spite
of his 67 years, he was straight and
soldierly, and his rugged features re-
flected determination.

At the time the train was due to
start the Prince of Wales again shook
hands with Lord Roberts, and spoke a
few words to the General, of which
phraseology the phrases "God bless
you," "good luck to you," were caught
by those near by.

The Prince also said: "Good-by, Bob,

a happy Christmas, a prosperous New
Year and every possible luck in your
job."

Mr. Balfour jaade Lord Roberts a sim-
ilar farewell. Amidst the din, enthu-
siasm and excitement no one heard the
signals for departure and in conse-
quence the train was moving while
Lord Roberts was still on the platform,
with his back to the carriage door. The
farewells were abruptly terminated,
and he was forced to make a some-
what undignified scramble for his seat.
As the General disappeared in the salon
carriage a final lusty cheer was started,
and continued until the train passed out
of sight.

The exceeding grave view taken in
some quarters of the present crisis is
evidenced by a circular signed by At-
jtorney General Webster, Solicitor Gen-
eral Findley and General Sir Evelyn
Wood, Adjutant General to the forces,

to the effect that the position of public
affairs is so critical that a greater part'
of the regular forces will be required
abroad, and it becomes imperative for
the purpose of home defense that the
home volunteers should be augmented
and urging that every member of the
legal profession not debarred by age or
paramount duty, enroll himself as an 1

active member of the Inns of Court or
other volunteer corps.

LORD ROBERTS SAILS FOR SOUTH
AFRICA.

SOUTHAMPTON, Dec. 23.?0n arriv-
ing at Southampton General Roberts
was heartily cheered by thousands of
people, and as he boarded the Dunottar
Castle, between a guard of honor of
marines and bluejackets, there was a
renewed outburst of applause. The
Mayor and corporation officials were
present.

In spite of a thick fog which pre-
vailed, the Dunottar Castle sailed at
6:25 p. m.

BULLER'S ARMY.
CHIVELEY, Sunday, Dec. 17.?

Evening?The British army is occupy-
ing its original camping ground. The
Naval Brigade fired a few shells at the
Boer positions. The result is not known,
but the firing is taken to show that the
naval guns are able to command the
Tugela bridge;

BOERS HAVE NOT APPEALED TO
M. DEL CASSE.

PARIS, Dec. 23.?The French Foreign
Office denies the statement of the Paris
correspondent of the* "Daily Mail" of
London, that Dr. Leyds, the European
representative of the Boers, has asked
the services of M. Del Casse, the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, in the cause of
peace.

THE HOSPITAL SHIP MAINE.
LONDON, Dec. 23.?The American

hospital ship Maine sailed from the
West India docks for Cape Town at
2:30 o'clock this afternoon, minus five
of the male assistants supplied from the
New York Hospital. One of these men
is said to have expected promotion to
non-commissioned officer's rank. He
succeeded in enlisting four friends who
a moment before the ship sailed, noti-
fied Major Cabell of their refusal to go,
saying one of their number was ill, and
they had determined to stay. Major
Cabell informed them that their friend
had been left in good hands, and that
there was no reason to desert. The men,
however, made other complaints,
whereupon Major Cabell informed them
that they had plenty of time to con-
sider this beforehand, but if they re-
fused to go they must sign off the rolls
and leave the ship. This the men did,
and standing on the deck they shouted:

"We are too good Americans to leave
a sick friend here for any one."

As the incident occurred at the last
moment, Major Cabell only had time to
say to a representative of the Associ-
ated Press: "These men came at the
last minute to declare that they would
leave, making general complaint of ill
treatment, which I am unable to
fathom. Some of the papers called them
'orderlies,' which they seemed inclined
to resent."

The Maine departed under favorable
auspices. The Red Cross, flag floated
from her foremast, the Queen's ensign
from her main and the Stars and

I Stripes from her mizzen. I Ran-
dolph Churchill was in her stateroom
on the main deck. Mesdames Ronalds,
Blow. Van Duser and others of the
committee were present The nurses,
in blue capes and soft felt hats, and
the surgeons In the newly , designed
semi-United States uniforms added
color to the scene.

Lady Churchill said to the represent-
ative of the Associated Press: "Iknow
of no better way to spend Christmas
than on an American hospital ship
bound for South Africa. The Maine is

!splendidly equipped, and worthy of her
Ipeople and mission. Igo with a grate-
jful heart to all who have so munifi-
: cently aided the committee. I hope we

| may prove worthy of this sacred duty,
jWherever the ship goes I go^"

The final signal for "aILashore" was
! followed by hiany handshakings and
| farewells, and as the Maine moved into
the river three cheers were given for

i the ship, then for Lady Churchill and, finally for the United States. Then
those on board gave three cheers for
the Union Jack, and the sailors on the
surrounding craft cheered the United
States as the white hull disappeared in
the thickening fog.

The Maine will coal at Las Palmas.Canary Islands. She expects to reach
the Cape in three weeks, and will return

! with her first consignment of wounded
late in February.

SECRETARY GAGE.

jSees Nothing in the Money Situa-
tion to Canse a Panic.

NEW YORK, Dec. 23.?Lyman J.
jGage, Secretary of the Treasury, was in
jconference at the Sub-Treasury to-day
! with J. Pierpont Morgan and James
! Stillman, President of. the National
! City Bank. The conference lasted an
jhour, Mr. Morgan taking leave of the
I Secretary in advance of Mr. Stillman.
William Sherrer, manager of the Clear-
ing-house Association, was also at the
conference for a short time.

In his informal talk to the reporters
after the conference Secretary Gage
said:

"I was at East Orange last night,
and I thought I would come over here
to-day to see Treasurer Jordan and talk
with him about the situation. While
here I have been looking up the evi-
dence of this panic we hear so much
about, as indicated by the operations of
the past year. Last Christmas every-
body was happy. Money was easier
and freer. No conditions of distress
appeared anywhere in sight. At the
present time there is a very different
Christmas feeling, and I have been
looking at the facts to see what has
occurred to justify the change.

"I find that a year ago this date the
deposits of the associated banks of New
York were $806,000,000, the loans were
§708,000,000, and cash on hand $218,-
--000,000. To-day the deposits are $740,-
--000,000, a shrinkage of $66,000,000.
Loans show a decrease of $32,000,000;
cash shows a decrease of $24,000,000,
and perhaps at the lowest estimate it
would be safe to say that ten million in
the shrinkage in deposits is due to the
fact that New York charges for check
collections.

"The shrinkage in loans and cash
just offsets the shrinkage of $56,000,-
--000 in deposits. The clearing-house
statement io-day shows an increase in
reserve of' $3,500,000 for the week,
bringing tne surplus reserves of the
banks in excess of legal requirements
to substantially $11,000,000. I cannot
see. looking at It from the outside,
where the panic conditions are justi-
fied by the facts of the case."

The Secretary was asked whether his
talk With Messrs. Morgan and Stillman
foreshadowed any further action on the
part of the Treasury.

Mr. Gage answered: "No, not at all."
"Do you propose to accept any more

United States bonds and extend the
time for so doing?"

"No, Ido not. The option closes to-
day."

LONDON TO-DAY
A DREARY CITY.

Bad News from the Seat of War in
South Africa

Casts a Shadow of doom Over Festivities
Usual In Christmas Season.

The Queen Will Spend Christmas

Day at Windsor Instead of Os-

borne, Sacrificing a Habit Very

Dear to Her for Years Past,

Owing to Her Wish to be Near

the Cabinet During the Trying

Times of War.

(Copyright, 1899, by Associated Press.)
LONDON, Dec. 23?"A baron of beef

for the Queen's Christmas will be roast-
ed next Saturday, December 23d, at the
great kitchen fire, Windsor, in readiness
for the royal dinner party on Monday.

The great joint, when cold, will be
garnished with the royal and imperial
monogram in shredded horse-radish,
and, with a boers head and game pie,
will assist in adorning Her Majesty's

sideboard on Christmas Day."
This quaint announcement in the

court circular, with the spirit of royal

plenty breathed in every line, sounds
almost like a hollow mockery of the
sorrow and death which have turned
the season of rejoicing into one of

mourning.
"Bad news from the Cape," writes

one society authority, "has made Lon-
don the dreariest city in the world at
this season when it ought to be most
gay."

Though this may be exaggerated
there is certainly much truth in it.

The Queen will spend Christmas at
Windsor instead of as for years at Os-
borne, owing to her wish to be nearer
the Cabinet, thereby sacrificing a habit
very dear to her for years past. With
her will be the Duchess of Albany and
her children. The Prince of Wales will
spend Christmas at Sandringham and
the Duke and Duchess of York will
also be there. But, neither at Windsor, at
Sandringham nor in the noblest or low-
est homes in Great Britain will there be
much merry-making, for with 7,000
men killed, wounded or missing in
South Africa there are few families
which have not been touched with this
depression, which only serves to make
the nation more determined than ever,

and which is a silent accompaniment to
one of the most spontaneous outbursts
of patriotism and universal desire to
risk life and give up property that ever
marked the history of any country.
Cooks' sons are no less anxious to serve
their country on the battlefield than
Dukes' sons or than the Dukes them-
selves. The Duke of Marlborough's of-
fer to equip 100 men of his yeomanry
for service in South Africa is merely
one among hundreds of such offers
from his class. Peers with vast busi-
ness, property and political interests
are exhibiting the utmost eagerness in
their desire to have their names en-
rolled among the volunteers who are
going to endeavor to retrieve the re-
verses of the British arms. The day of
wild enthusaism and over-confidence
has passed, and there reigns in its stead
a grim determination to atone for the
mistakes of the past by individual -ef-
fort, regardless of consequences.-

An instant of the spirit which per-
vades the country is that in the Cum-
berland and Westmoreland yeomanry,
of which the Earl of Lonsdale is Col-
onel, every officer and nearly every man
in the regiment has volunteered and is
using every influence to get accepted.
Among the officers is Captain Hugh
Jefferson, well known in America, form-
erly manager of the Sand Creek Cattle
Company of Wyoming. The Duke of
Marlborough will probably receive an
appointment on Lord Chesham's staff.

In the northern countries there is
keen rivalry as to who shall do the
most for his country in the hour of
need. Northumberians, headed by Earl
Grey, have subscribed large sums to
equip 100 men, and the Earl of Durham
calls on the men of his country not to
be outdone by the Northumberians and
heads the list with a substantial sub-
scription. Lords Stanley and Wolver-
ton go as yeomanry troopers, though
the former, at one time, was an officer
in the guards, 'and the latter is an Ad-
miral's son. Two nephews of General
Lord Roberts, both ex-Majors of the
regular army, have volunteered to go
in any capacity in the yeomanry. .The
Earl of Essex, who is a Major of the
Hertfordshire yeomanry, accompanies
the contingent of his county. In short,
the 8,000 mounted men who have re-
sponded to the call for yeomanry, will
have the brains, blood, muscle and
dare-devilry of the famous American
Rough Riders.

By the death this week of the Earl of
Tankerville, Lord Bennett, who married
Miss Leonora Van Marter of Taeoma,
Wash., succeeds to the title.

B The new
Earl is a well known evangelist. He
met his wife at a revival meeting at
Taeoma in 1895. The late Earl was the
oldest member of the House of Lords.
His career was marked by many ec-
centricities.

The theaters are feeling the effect of
the gloomy phase of the war. The
most popular attractions are suffering.
Even at the Shaftesbury, where "The
Belle of New York" had come to be re-
garded as a permanent institution,
notices are up that the company re-
turns to New York forthwith. The sud-
den withdrawal of this production,
however, is due partly to a row between
the company and the managers over a
play which was ultimately to succeed
"The Belle of New York." "The Black
Tulip" has failed at the Haymarket,
and Barries new comedy, not being
ready as a stop-gap for the season, an
old comedy will be substituted.

Ada Rehan returns to the stage In
the spring, opening at Manchester. Af-
ter a long provincial tour she willap-
pear in London.

A Lyncher Convicted.
ST. LOUIS, Dec. 23.?A special to the

'"Post-Dispatch from Palestine, Tex.,

says: The jury in the case of Ed Cain,
charged with conspiracy in connection
with the mob that lynched the three
Humphreys on the night of May 23,

1899, in Henderson County, returned a
verdict of guilty to-day. Cain's pun-

ishment is fixed at life imprisonment.

LAWTON HOME FUND.

Now Amounts to Over Seven Thou-
sand Dollars.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 23?The Law-

ton home fund is coming along with
most gratifying rapidity. The indica-
tions are now such as to encourage the
committee which has undertaken to

collect the fund in the hope, if the con-
tributions continue at the present rate,
they will be able to carry out the idea

of making the fund a Christmas pres-

ent to Lawton's family. The total re-
ported this morning was $7,449.55.

Professor Dean C. Worcester, a mem-
ber of the Philippine Commission, who

was very near to General Lawton, made
the following statement to-day of the
last conversation he had with the Gen-
eral before his return to this country:

"Nothing that could possibly be done

would please General Lawton more
than the prompt response that is being

made to the appeal for funds to put his

wife and children beyond the reach of
need.

"His bravery was something more
than fearlessness. The night before I

left Manila I was with him until 12
o'clock, and just before bidding me
good by I begged him, as his friends
had begged of him hundreds of times,

to be more careful about exposing him-
self to the fire of the enemy. At that
time he had been seriously exposed on
twenty-eight different occasions since
his arrival in the Philippines, and I told
him he ought not to do it.

"He replied that he knew perfectly
the risk he was running, but that it
was simply a matter of business with
him; that with the force at his disposal

i and the work that he was called upon
jto do, he felt it necessary that he

:should personally direct every move-
\ ment. The loss of a little time or an
jerror of judgment on the part of a

subordinate might result in defeat, and
we could not afford to be defeated.
Furthermore, he knew that so long as

Ihe was with them his men would never
jfail to respond to any request or call
jthat might be made upon them, and his
personal bravery was an inspiration to
every soldier in his command.

"He told me that he had not an anx-
ious thought for himself; that he had
been a soldier all his life, and would

'gladly die a soldier's death, but he
thought of what might be in store for
jhis wife and children if he should be
jtaken oif and this weighed heavily upon
jhim. No man ever deserved better of
his country, and General Lawton's

:countrymen will see to it that his wife
!and children are put beyond the fear
lof want."

Secreary Root and Adjutant General
Corbin received a flood of telegrams

ithis afternoon subscribing to the Law-
:ton fund. Among the subscribers was
iPresident McKinley, who contributed

jsloo., Kentucky Election Commission.
FRANKFORT (Ky.), Dee. 23.?The

iState Election Commission met here to-

' day. The vacancy caused by the resig-
nation of Chairman Pryor will prob-

jably be filled immediately by the *lec-
jtion of John A. Fulton. Commissioner
; Ellis will resign either to-day or next
! week, and Commissioner Poyntz and
IPryor's successor will elect a successor
:to Ellis. Those who claim that Gov-
! ernor Taylor has the right to make

these appointments will probably un-
dertake to enjoin the new Commission-
ers from being sworn In.

A Defaulter Commits Suicide.
ST. LOUIS, Dec. 23.?Weary of try-

ing to elude the officers, A. W. Peter-
i son, County Treasurer of Yankton

County, S. D., who fled from Yankton
after a shortage in his accounts had
been discovered, took his own life by

Iplunging into the river feere. Deckhands
| of a ferry to-day found the body, which
jhad been in the water apparently only
I a very short time. Engraved on a sil-
I ver cardcase in one of the pockets svas

the name and address, "A. W. Peterson,
Yankton, S. D."

The Rhein Arrives at New York.
NEW YORK, Dec. 23.?The new twin

screw vessel Rhein, the last addition to
the North German Lloyd fleet of steam 7
ers, arrived at her pier to-day from
Bremen with thirty-five cabin and 532

: steerage passengers and a full cargo of
merchandise. The Rhein was built by

jBlohm & Voss of Hamburg. She is
j10,058 tons gross and 6,39S tons reg-

jister. has four pole masts and has ac-
i commodations for 350 cabin and lover

1,000 steerage passengers.

The Passengers Escaped.
MASON CITY (la,), Dec. 23.?A mes-

sage received in this city to-day direct
from Clarence Dumbolton refutes the
report recently received from Vancou-

Iver relative to the death by drowning
| of Mrs. Dumbolton and four others. The
jvessel was caught in the jam and was

' destroyed with its contents, but the
passengers escaped and were at Del-
awyn.

Verdict in Favor of the University.
CHICAGO, Dec. 23.?A verdict for

$231,367 against the bondsmen of
Charles Warren Spalding, arid in favor

jof the University of Illinois, was re-
| turned to-day. The sum sued for was
j$578,963, the amount of university

ifunds in the Globe Savings Bank, of
1 which Spalding was President at the
time of its failure.

Fatal Crossing Accident.
PALMYRA (Mo.), Dec. 23.?Peter

Nichol, a well-to-do colored farmer was
returning home' in a wagon, when a
train struck and demolished the vehicle
at a railroad crossing, killing the old
man, one of his daughters and a grand-

| child. Another daughter was badly mi-
i jured and a second grandchild has since

died from its injuries.

Transport Thomas at Manila.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 23.?General

Otis has informed the War Department
that the transport Thomas arrived at
Manila last evening, and had ho cas-
ualties on the trip. The Thomas left
New York November 24th, and carried
the Forty-seventh Volunteer Infantry.

Governor-General of the Soudan.
CAIRO, Dec. 23.?Colonel Wyngate

has succeeded General Kitchener as
Sirdar and Governor General of the

1Soudan.

GLEANINGS AT
GERMAN CAPITAL.

Christmas Weather Is Now Prevail-
ing at Berlin.

The Spree Frozen Solid, and Skaters 3

Having a Merry Time.

Public Opinion Fast Changing in
Favor of Great Britain in the
War With the Boers?Papers
Teem With Discussion of Eng-

land's Position in the Future.

(Copyrighted, 1899, by Associated Press)
BERLIN, Dec. 23.?C01d, crisp, white

Christmas weather prevails here. The
Spree is frozen solid, the big Mueggel-
see is alive with skaters, and everybody
is busy with preparations for Christ-
mas. Business is brisk, and many nov-
elties are exhibited in the stores. Un-
fortunately, there is a scarcity o£
Christmas trees, owing to the deep
snow in the Harts Mountains and ev-
erywhere.

The c hange in public opinion in favor
of Great Britain continues. Even the
"Hamburger Nachrichten," which hith-
erto has been intensely Anglophobe,
prints a communication to-day from a
Hamburg merchant, protesting against
blinden Englanderhass (blind Anglo-
phobia).

The papers are full of communica-
tions from literary writers on the sub-
ject of war. The "Neuste Nachrichten -*
to-day contains an article pointing out
that the military success of the Boers,
numbering a quarter of a million,
against a nation which at home alone

| numbers 30,000,000, is explained be-
! cause the Boers are armed with the

Ibest modem rifles, and know how to
use them. The British, the writer adds,

| undervalued their adversary, and failed
jto appear on the scene with a numerical
! superiority, while their strategy was

' largely ordered in London. Again, he

jpoints out, all the British Generals
: neglected reconnoitering, and were de-
ficient in the A B C of field service.

On the other hand, the military critic
in the "Boersen Courier" maintains
that no modern war has been so devoid
of interesting features, of theoretical

iand strategic lessons, and that the
British have proved their stupendous

! "assinity as a military nation in an un-
paralleled manner."

The papers also continue to discus 3
the probability as to Great Britain's
position hereafter, since they claim her
total collapse as a military power has
been proved by this war. The usually

well informed "Kreuz Zeitung" contains
a letter from a high personage at St.
Petersburg, claiming that the question
as to whether it is advisable to use
Great Britain's powerlessne«s is again

seriously considered in Russian Govern-
ment circles.

The military power is urging the
timeliness for an Asiatic advance. The
correspondent of the Associated Press
can assert, on high authority, that aa
concerns Germany no such step will be
joined in unlf-r any cinmmslances, but
that full neutrality will be maintained
to the end.

During 1900 the North German Lloyd
Eremen Company will plan lines to
Singapore, Herbertshohe, Sidney and
Samoa, and to Hongkong, Ponape,
Herbeirtshohe, Friederichwelschafeu
and Sydney, while the Jaluit Company

will also start a line making a circuit
of the Carolines and Marannes.

A sensational trial has just been end-
ed by the sentencing of Herr Joachim
Ghelzen, editor of a Charlottenburg pa-

per, to eighteen months in jail for sys-

tematically blackmailing financially in-
secure banks and similar institutions.
Herr Ghelzan, during Prince Bismarck's
time, headed the press campaign
against Prince Bismarck, instigated by
a number of his court clique enemies.

I The latest administrative measure
jagainst Prussian public teachers is an,

! order forbidding them to go hunting, on
the ground that it is an immoral pas-

time.
Former Lieutenant Breuezwitz, who

as a German army officer murdered a
civilian workman, has gone to join the

Boers. A private letter from him says

he has been appointed commander of a
battery in the Transvaal.

LATE DWIGHT L. MOODY.

The Funeral Willbe Held on Tues-
day Afternoon.

EAST NORTHFIELD (Mass). Dec.
23.?Yielding to pressure brought to
bear by friends, the family of Dwight
L. Moody to-day decided to derer the
funeral of Mr. Moody until Tuesday
afternoon, instead of holding iton Mon-
day. It was made known that the fam-

ily had consented that public services'
should be held in the Congregational
Church at 2:30 o'clock. The body will
lie in state at the church during the
morning. Upwards of a hundred tele-
grams of condolence from all parts of
the United States had been received up

to 11 o'clock.
Rev. F. B. Meyer of London, who has

been a prominent speaker at Northfleld,
and who, with Mr. Moody, held meet-
ings in several of the large cities of the
country last fall, cabled from England.

Among the messages from this coun-
try were those from Commander
Booth-Tucker, Mr. and Mrs. John
Wanamaker and George B. Studd of
Los Angeles.

The Trustees of the Northfield Semi-
nary met to-day and set apart a spot

at Round Top as the burial place for
Mr. Moody. The grave will be school
property, but it is very near the Moody
home.

The selection of pall-bearers and
other details will be attended to on
Monday.

Chief Burgomaster of Berlin.
BERLIN, Dec. 23.?Emperor William

has at last confirmed the election ot
Herr Kirschner as Chief Burgomaster

of Berlin. His Majesty announced hi*
decision at to-day's unveiling of the
monument to his ancestor, ,Electo»
George William, In the Siegea Alee.


