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FORESTIER-WALKER
TO THE WAR OFFICE.

Has No Further News of the Gen-
eral Situation.

May be Safely Predicted Nothing Will
Happea To-Day,

Truce, Either Formal or Informal,

Being Kept for Observance of

Christmas?Boers Still Extend-
ing Trenches at Modder River

and English Waiting for Eng-

land to Realize the Situation
and Send More Men.

LONDON, Dec. 24.-4:30 a. m.?The
War Office has received a cablegiam

from General Forestier-Walker, dated
at Cape Town yesterday, sa-ying:

"Have no further news of the gen-

eral situation."
It may almost be safely predicted

that nothing will occur to-day. A

truce, either formal or informal, is be-

ing kept for the observance of Christ-
mas by the opposing forces.

The Duke of Connaught again

pressed to be allowed to go to the

front, but the Government declined to
give Its assent. Then waving consid-
eration of rank, he offered his services
to Lord Roberts in any capacity as a
staff officer. Lord Roberta consented,

but the Government again declined.
The "Morning Post's" correspondent

at Chiveley, telegraphing on Monday,

December 18th, and confirming intellig-

ence already cabled, says:
"At dawn to-day the column struck

camp and formed a new one, three
miles to the south, owing to the scarc-
ity of water."

A dispatch from Modder River, dated
December 18th, says:

"The Boers continue extending their

trenches. They now have nearly

twenty miles of entrenched works due
north of the British camp, which also
is in an admirable position for defense,
as the surrounding country is perfect-

ly level. The Boers, moreover, are
compelled to keep a force estimated

at 20,000 in order to contain the British
column. A large number of Lord Me-
thuen's wounded have recovered and
are ready to resume their places in the
ranks."

A dispatch to the "Daily News" from
Modder River, dated December 18th,
says:

"We are now waiting until England

shall have realized the actual facth.
It has to be admitted that, man for
man, we have found ourselves pretty-
well matched, but the Boers have al-
ways had the choice positions.

"Let England then become alive to
the need for a further hundred thou-
sand men. Such a force will prove the
truest economy in both blood and
treasure."

Among minor news items it is an-
nounced that Colonel MacKinnon has
been appointed to command the city
of London Imperial Volunteers. Thi.
Sixteenth Lancers have been expected
to proceed from Bombay to the Cape
to meet the pressing need of cavalry.
The Canadian Colonel Rouasard has
been appointed to General French's
staff.

It is remarked that the Free State
is about to move the seat of Govern-
ment from Blomfontein to Winbnrg,
the former being indefensible.

Dr. Leyds, who has been again inter-
viewed, asserts that the Boers have
ample arms and ammunition, declar-
ing that they have Mausers enough to
give each Burgher tw> and an equal
number of Martini-Henrys.

The morning papers are criticising
the fact that General Sir Charles War-
ren's fifth division is being utilized to
reinforce various points, instead of be-
ing concentrated at once.

RECONCENTRADO ORDER.

Persons Within Twelve Miles of
Camps Must Come in or Leave.

CAPE TOWN, Dec. 18.?General Gat-
acre, in order to check insurrection
among the Dutch colonies and to pre-
vent disaffected persons giving infor-
mation or other assistance to the
Boers, has issued a mudified reconcen-
trado order.

By its terms all males over 12 y< are
of age. of whatever nationality, residing
outside of towns or villages, but within
a radius of twelve miles of military-
camps now established or hereafter to

be established north of Sterks-torm, are
required immediately to vacate their
places of residence and either to re-
move to some place outside the twelve
mile radius or to form a camp in close
proximity to the nearest military camp
?the spot to be Selected by the Officer
commanding?where they must reside
until further notice, providing for their
own needs. All persona found within
the radius without passes will be ar-
rested. ,

Advices from Colesburg assert that
not many colonial Dutch hays joined

the Boers In that district.

FRENCH RECIPROCITY TREATY

"Journal dcs Debats" Favors Rati-

fication by Both Nations.
PARIS, Dec. 24. ?The "Journal dcs

Debats," in the course of a long article

favoring the Franco-American recipro-
city treaty, says:

"Some are opposing the treaty be-

cause they have become the dupes of

English newspapers, which are spread-

ing the idea that the United States are

only a branch of Great Britain. The

Americans, however, nave affirmed

their determination to be independent.
President McKinley's message showed

their ability to disentangle themselves

from English embraces when thes- be-

come compromising.
"As for ourselves, until there is some

proof to the contrary, we must regard

the Americans as our allies and friends.

Their conclusion of a treaty with us
was a friendly act and must be con-
sidered as such. Our only desire should
be the ratification by our own Chamber
of Deputies and the American Senate

of an agreement so significant and pre-
cious for the maintenance of the tradi-
tional relations between the two coun-
tries."

THE HOLY YEAR.

The Pope Inaugurated ItYesterday

at Rome.
ROME, Dec. 24,?The Pope solemnly

inaugurated the holy year by perform-
ing the impressive ceremony of opening
the holy door of St. Peter's Cathedral
at 11 o'clock this morning. The cere-
mony was performed in the vestibule,
which was handsomely decorated, in
the presence of the papal officers, the
members of the diplomatic corps, lead-
ing representatives of the Roman no-
bility and a number of specially invited
guests.

After donning the pontifical robes, the
Pope, borne on the sedia gestatoria and
escorted by the papal guards, proceed-
ed with the Cardinals and the court
to the Sistine Chapel, in the Vatican
Palace, where were gathered represent-
atives of the Roman religious orders
and clergy. After a brief prayer be-
fore the Holy Sacrament a few mo-
ments of solemn silence followed, the
Pope and the papal dignitaries in their
state robes being grouped before the
door. Then the latter swung back and
the officials of St. Peter's laved the
threshold and the door posts with
holy water, while Leo opened the.
psalm "Jubilate Deo," which was taken
up by the pontifical choir. The Pope,
having covered his head and holding j
in his right hand a crucifix and in his !
left a lighted candle, knelt at the!
threshold amid the strains of the -Te j
Deum." Rising to his feet, he stepped
alone within the portals of the vast
and empty basilica. The Cardinals
and others followed. At this moment I
all the church bells in Rome rang out.!
Leo stopped before the altar of Michael
Angelo. where the janitors of the holy ;
duor for the coming year kissed his i
feet. He addressed a few words to j
them on the importance of the cere-1
mony, and then proceeded to the altar, !
where the sacrament was offered, fol-'
lowed by a short prayer. Then advanc- j
ing on the sedia gestatoria to the high
altar, he pronounced a solemn benedic- \u25a0
tion, according to the plenary indul- j
gences.

By quarter past 1 he had returned to j
his private apartment, having per-
formed the ceremonies with great ap-
parent satisfaction. He was smiling
throughout, but grew pale and showed
signs of fatigue toward the end. Nev-
ertheless, he gave three blows upon
the door with considerable force.

Profound silence was maintained
throughout the ceremony save when the :
Pope gave his blessing, which evoked;
loud vivas. The weather was fine and
an enormous concourse assembled in
the precinct of the basilica. Order was
preserved inside by the pontifical
guards and outside by the Royal Carbi-
neers and the police.

THE KENTUCKY FUTURITY.

Palo Alto is One of the Largest
Nominators, With Twenty.

LEXINGTON (Ky.), Dec. 24.?Secre-
tary Horace Wilson of the Kentucky
Breeders' Association announced that
second payments' in the $20,000 Ken-
tucky Futurity for foals of 1899 have
been made on 834 colts and fillies out
of a possible 1,083, which is the largest
number :a ince 1893. This is the tenth
futurity, and has become the leading
icolt trotting stake of the world. 'The
entries come from thirty-eight States
and Canada, and represent the cream
of the American breeding farms. Cali-
fornia has thirty. Among the largest
nominators is Palo Alto, with twenty. ,

There are 225 different stallions rep- ;
resented, twenty-three of which have
records of 2:10 or better, forty-nine j
others of 2:15 or better, and fifty-four
Others of 2:30 or better, making 06 per j
cent, of the stallions that are developed ;
sires. j

Of the mares, 143 have records from >
2:06% to 2:30, and 174 others are the j
dams of from one to six winners. \
Nearly 40 per cent, of the dams are j
thus possessors or producers of stand- j
ard speed.

The nominated colts include brothers j
and sisters to Joe Patchen, 2:01%, Di- j
rectum, 2:0514; Planet, 2:04%; Jupe,
2:07%; John Nolan, 2:08; Bratton Boy.
2:ov; Directum Kelly, 2:08%; Sunol.
2:08%, Charlie Herr, 2:10; Serpol, 2:10; !
Extacy, 2:10/4; Boralma, 2:13, etc.

SILVER BRICK SUIT.

It Will Take Considerable Gold to
Carry It On.

DENVER, Dec. 24.?Judge A. W.
Rucker has returned from St. Louis,
jwhere he conferred with a number of'
!leading silver men of the country con- j
jcerning the proposed silver brick suit, ;
fwhich is to be carried into the Supreme I
ICourt of the United States. The Judge
ISays no final plan was adopted, as it is
necessary to consult with others before i
the movement is put under way. He ,
found many Democrats in sympathy 1

\ with the idea, but Mr. Bryan is yet to j
be heard from.

j "Judging by expressions of prom-
Iinent men who came to St. Louis to
italk over the question," said the Judge,
| "the feeling is quite strong for the,measure. It was shown that two suits

iare now pending, one from Michigan
jand the other from Illinois, in which
:perhaps the same principles are to be '|decided as in the case which has been
lander discussion. I was invited to go!
ito Washington and appear before the j
iSupreme Court in the two cases. It is
possible that the whole question may i
jbe determined in the opinion in the';cases now pending. Senator Morgan of\
;Alabama and George Fred Williams of
: Massachusetts have volunteered to as-
sist in the legal fight without com-
pensation, and others are ready to do
the same thing. It is necessary, how-
ever, to raise $2,000 or $3,000 for ex-
penses, and that is a question which is
to be decided soon.

Kitchener Arrives at Malta.
MALTA, Dec. 24. ? General Lord

Kitchener, chief of staff ?o General
Lord Roberts, arrived here to-day from j
Alexandria on board the second-class'
cruiser Isiss. He went immediately on j
bnard the cruiser Dido, which sailed

jfor Gibraltar, where he will join Lord
Roberts.

Duke of Westminster Cremated.
LONDON, Dec. 24.?The remains of

: the Duke of Westminster, who sue-
Iclimbed to pneumonia last Friday at his
jtown residence, Gr House, wore
icremated to-day at Woking Cemetery.

The deceased had been active in the
|promotion of cremation and was Presi-
dent of the Chester Cremation Society.

THE BRAZNELL
MINE DISASTER.

Horror Grows in Intensity With
Every Hour.

The Nnmbsr of Dead Now Estimated at
Forty.

It May Yet Paw That Figure?

Strong Presumption That the

Laws Regulating Mining Were
Carelessly and Probably Crim-
inally Disregarded ? Naked

Lights Used for Several Days

Before the Explosion.

BROWNSVILLE, Dec. 24.?The hor-

ror of the Braznell mine disaster grows
in intensity with every hour. The num-
ber of the dead is now estimated at
forty and may pass that figure. At

the same time there is a strong pre-

sumption that the laws regulating min-

ing were carelessly and probably crim-

inally disregarded.
To-day the first bodies of the victims

were brought out of the mine and
never in the history of mine disasters
were human beings so horribly mu-
tilated. It was nearly 11 o'clock be-
fore the first five bodies were ta«.en

out, twenty-eight hours after the ex-
plosion. At 5:30 three more were
brought to the surface and again at

0:30 three came up in the cage of the
main shaft.

The dead taken from the mine so
far are:

Henry Hager, 30 years old, leaves a
widow and six children.

Peter Orosory, 30, widow and four
children.

"William Thomas, 33, widow and four
children.

Michael Rohtell, 24, single.
Samuel Meese, 39, widow and three

children.
Albert Meese, 13, died after being

rescued yesterday.
Michael Mahio, 28, leaves widow and

two children.
George Kovitz, 40, single.
Joseph Potsky, 22, leaves widow.
Joseph Magyer, 19, single.
William Molok, 33, leaves widow and

two children.
Paul Proloc, 24, leaves widow and one

child.

At least twelve bodies are in sight
but cannot be reached, owing to the
debris. The estimates of the number
of the dead are conflicting.

Among the men missing and known
to be dead in the mine are the follow-
ing Hungarians:

Michael Parahek, Andrew Parahek,
brothers; Paul Laundis, Thomas Kue-
land and Andrew Toursiski.

Mine Inspector James Blick, who has
been in the mine almost constantly
since last night, came out to-night and
gave a graphic account of its condition.
Inspector Blick said:

"At the bottom of the two shafts the
mine is a complete wreck. Only
enough debris has been removed to
allow of the bodies being brought out.
There are undoubtedly a number of
corpses under the wreckage. The lower
parts of the mine are flooded and the
water is rising, as the pumps are dis-
abled. The pumps will not run for a
day or two, as the 0-inch pipes draining
the mine have been twisted and broken
like reeds. I penetrated to the face of
the mine to-day and saw the bodies
there, but the after damp was thick
and I had to return quickly. Nothing
further will be done to remove the
debris until the water has been pumped
out. None of the men can possibly be
alive. It will require several days to
clear the mine. The bottom of it is
wrecked, but the roof and sides are
intact. There is no fire in the mine."

Rough but reverent hands carried the
bodies of the victims when they reached
the top of the shaft to the temporary
morgue on the hillside, a hundred feet
away. Of one of the men, Peter Crosby,
but a portion of the trunk and the
back of the skull remained, and that
was virtually but a cinder. He was
identified by a shred of his shirt that
had been blown into his flesh. Of the
twelve dead there was but one that was
not a hideous spectacles. Among the
men at the Braznell mine to-day were
many who had been at many other ex-
plosions, but never had they seer; such
mangled, burned and distorted bodies.
Dr. N. H. Taylor, Coroner of Fayette
County, arrived early in the morning
from Uniontown. He impaneled a jury
who viewed the bodies as they were
brought to the surface. The inquest
will be held at Uniontown as soon as
all of the bodies are recovered.

A. B. Braznell, President of the
Stockdale Coal Company, this after-
noon said he believed that but twenty
to twenty-five men had been killed.
Men who were working around the
mine yesterday morning give different
figures. They say thirty-five to forty
men were down the mine shaft in the
cages, while about twenty climbed
down the steps in the elevator shaft.
From fifty-five to sixty men were in
the mine and of this number but twelve
have been recovered alive. All the rest,
whatever the number, are dead.

John, or as he is popularly known,
"Jonah" Meese, is one of the thirteen
men who escaped from the mine alive.
He is fearfully burned and is lying at
his home with his head swathed in
bandages. He told this story to-day

"I was in the stable." Meese said,
"currying my mule when the explosion
occurred. My brother. Sam, was by my
side and his boy, Albert, was standing
in front of him. Then came the crack
of the explosion. Never in my life have
I heard such a terrific report. I
thought my head had been blown off.
In about two seconds the mine was
filled with a dazzling light as the fine
coal dust in the air was consumed. My
brother Sam dropped to the ground as
if shot through the heart. He must
have been killed instantly. His boy
Albert swayed and fell over upon his
father. I began to back out of the
stable, that is why my face is so ter-
ribly burned. I was afraid to turn my
back upon the mules for fear they
would stampede and run me down. I
did not know then that they had all

been killed by the explosion, for our
lamps were blown out and we were in
total darkness.

"AfterI got out of the stable I heard
Albert crying for help. I weni back
and found him and Henry Atwood, a
driver. I proceeded half leading and
half carrying them to the foot of the
mine shaft. They were both delirious,
and I believe I was too. Both of them
persisted in standing up and began to
walk around. I immediately rorced
them to lay down, to get them out of
the path of the fatal after damp, which
hovered about four feet above the
ground. Then I felt myself going to
sleep, but I did not care, although I
realized that it was the sleep of death.
I laid down upon something which I
could feel, although I could not see,
was a corpse, and fell asleep as calmly
as ever I did in my life. When I awoke
someone was forcing me to shallow
brandy and coffee, and I was trying to
explain that it would be needless for
me to drive a wagon, as there had been
an accident in the mine.

"The force of the explosion was ter-
rific, my face and scalp is literally
filled with coal dust blown into it, just
as if it had been shot out of a gun
held within a few inches. Another
evidence of the force of the explosion
was discovered to-day. On the hill-
side, fifty feet back from the main
shaft, was discovered an arfn and a
foot. They were portions of a victim
killed 108 feet below the surface, and
blown out of the shaft like a bullet
from a rifle."

From statements obtained 10-day it
seems clear that the presence of quan-
tities of gas in the mine was . er-
fectly well known and that naked lights
were used for several days before the
explosion. According to creditable au-
thority not a safety lamp was used in
the mine by the working crews »ince.
last Tuesday morning, four days be-
fore the explosion. Fire Boss James
Ratcliffe, whose duty it was to look
after the safety of the mine and upon
whose care and intelligence the lives
of the diggers depended in a large de-
gree, told his story. Ratcliffe has not
yet recovered from his narrow escape.
The fire boss said:

"I believe that the explosion was
caused by a sudden fall which occurred
just before the explosion. Ido not be-
lieve that there was enough gas in the
mine to be dangerous. As a matter of
fact the coal itself gives off little gas,
but the gas comes chiefly from the roof
of the pit. After the-explosion I went
into the mine with Jones, the pit boss.
I went from the entrance of the main
shaft toward the airshaft, 150 yi;rds
away. Everything was filled with after
damp and smoke. Jones gave out in a
few moments and I dragged him tc the
bottom of the main shaft where there
w-as a little air."

Ratcliffe said the explosion must
have occurred within 200 or 300 feet
of the main shaft. He said the mine
was well supplied with air.

"It was awful," said the fire boss.
"The men were trapped here like rats
and there is no hope that a single man
is alive. The two shafts were both
disabled and there was no other exit.
I have never seen a more terrific n.'ine
explosion. Stone copings two feet thick
and cemented together were utterly de-
stroyed. Not even particles of rock
remained. The stone was blown into
dust."

William Pastorios. a driver in the
mine, tells a sensational story. Pasto-
rios, who has lived in Brownsville for
many years, and is regarded as i man
of intelligence, says tna* Pit Boss Jones
on last Tuesday morning issued a gen-
eral order that all safety lamps might
be dispensed with and in their stead the
miners were permitted to use naked
lights. Pastorios also states that the
lamps were unlocked, contrary to regu-
lation.

"The miners always prefer to use
naked lights," said Pastorios, "when-
ever possible, as they give better light
and are more easily handled. I have
been working here a couple of months
and used a safety lamp until last Tues-
day morning. At that time mine safe-
ties were infuse by drivers and others
who were constantly moving about the
mine and therefore exposed to greater
risk than a digger in a room. Contrary
to the mining regulations, the safety
lamps in use were in many cases un-
locked. The safeties were provided by
the company as usual and they should
be locked so that it is impossible for aminer to open them while at work. My
lamp was unlocked and I frequency
opened and closed it. On Tuesday thepit boss issued an order that the men
could use open lamps and they of
course discarded the safeties, which
made a poorer light. About 100 yards
from the bottom of the main shaftthere was a fall which had been board-ed up and in which the gas stood
against the roof. I think it was thisgas which exploded"

Superintendent Royer who is the su-
pei ior of Pit Boss Jones, when told ofthe above statement said:

"Iknow nothing of the order to dis-pense with safety lamps."
He would make no further statement.

CANADIAN BATTALIONS.

Objection is Made to Sending the
Second One.

OTTAWA (Ontario), Dec. 24.?When
the first Canadian battalion was sent

ito South Africa a strong protest against
;giving military aid to Great Britain;came from the majority of Premier:Laurier's following in Quebec. The re-
bellion among his French supporters
was only quelled by assurances that
the Canadians would be paid by Great
Britain, and that no more contingents
would be furnished.

The offer and acceptance of a second
;battalion has caused open revolt,

jFrancis Lourasha, the Liberal member

Ifor St. Johns, Quebec, has resigned his

'seat in Parliament in protest, and oth-
|ers are likely to follow. D. Monte, the
jLiberal member for La Prairie, Quebec,

Ihas written to "La Patrie," the French

'Liberal organ in Montreal, protesting
| against sending a second Canadian con-
tingent and declaring his intention of

'voting against Laurier on that ques-

! tion. He says the first contingent waa
jsent as a matter of politeness, but he
[will not stand the sending of another
I contingent without consulting Parlia-
| ment and the people, and if twenty-five
jof his constituents vote for his resigna-

Ition he will construe it as a protest.
He quotes Edward Blake's remarks
about the wrar being unjust and oppres-
sive and thinks Canada has no right
to mix up with foreign wars.

MillDestroyed by Fire.

AUGUSTA (Ga.), Dec. 24.? J. M. Ber-
ry's flour and meal mill was to-nigh
totally destroyed by fire. Loss, $115,-

--1
000; insurance, $83,000.

TWENTY-ONE OF
THE CREW DROWNED

British Steamship Ariosto Wrecked
Off Cape Hatteras.

They Tried te Reach Shore in a Small
Boat.

ItWas Swamped and AllLost Their
Lives?Captain and Bight of the

Crew Saved by the Heroic Ef-

forts of the Ocracoke- .Lifo-Sav-
ing Crew Under Captain How-

ard?Worst Wreck on the Shore
Since 1876.

CHICAGO, Dec. 24.?A special to the
"Tribune" from Norfolk, Va., says: The
British steamship Ariosto, Captain
Baines, bound from Galveston to Ham-
burg, was wrecked at 4 o'clock this
morning, six miles south, off Hatteras,
N. C, and twenty-one of the crew were
drowned. Captain Baines and eight ofi
the crew were saved by the heroic ef-
forts of the Ocracoke life saving crew,
under Captain James Howard.

Those who lost their lives attempted
to reach the shore in a small boat,
which was swamped shortly after it put
off from the ship. Captain Baines and
the eight men remained aboard and
were landed by the life savers in the
breeches buoy, but not until after a
struggle which lasted all day.

Wrecking tugs are on the way from
here to the scene of the wreck and if
they reach the stranded ship in time
may save it, as the wind is in the
wrecked vessel's favor.

The Ariosio wreck is the worst on
these shores since the German ship
Elizabeth went ashore in IS7O, when
fifty-live people were drowned.

Thick fogs have prevailed along the
Virginia and North Carolina coast for
several days and a number of vessels
have narrowly escaped destruction.
Last night, however, the air was clear,
but the wind averaged from forty to
fifty miles an hour and the sea was
furious around the point which has
been designated as the "Grave Yard of
American shipping."

The Ariosto, a vessel of 2,205 tons,
sailed from Galveston for Hamburg,
via Norfolk, on December 17th. The
skipper, Captain Baines, and his crew,
consisting of twenty-nine men, were
all British, The Ariosto which had a
general cargo, had all the way from
port encountered heavy weather.

The coast patrol from Ocracov-. was
returning to the station about 4 o'clock
this morning when he discovered a big
ship ashore. He immediately lighted
a signal to notify those aboard that
they were discovered and ran to the
station to arouse others of the life sav-
ing crew.

Against the fierce wind the life sav-
ers dragged the heavy apparatus, con-
sisting of the Lyle guns, breeches and
car, and it was almost daylight when
they reached the scene of the wreck.
They could see the outlines of a big
steamer, but could not accomplish any-
thing until daybreak.

The wind caught up particles of sand,
which were blown into the faces of the
life savers until their cheeks were cut
as ifby a rawhide.

When daylight broke the sailors were
seen huddled together on the wreck-
ed ship, waving their arms in an ap-
peal to be saved

To launch a boat in such a sea would
have meant instant death, so the life
savers placed their gun in position and
fired.

The Ariosto was some 000 feet out
and the line fell short. Line after line
was fired to the stranded ship, but all
failed to reach.

In the meanwhile the waves Tere
dashing over the ship and Captain
Baines called his men together for a
consultation, explaining to them that
the chances were about even if they
should take to the small boats or wait
for the life saving crew to fire a line
on board. So far as he was concern-
ed, the Captain said, he would wait for
the life savers, but he left it to the
crew to decide among themselves.

Eight sailors said they would "stick
by the Captain. These were saved.
Twenty-one declared they were doomed
if they remained aboard, and they left
the ship in a small boat. All of them
lost their lives.

The boat in which the twenty-one
men put off was one of the regular life-
boats. It was strong in ordinary weath-
er, but a cockleshell in such a sea. The
ship was tossing heavily, and with dif-
ficulty it was swung from the davits.
The twenty-one men in their excite-
ment had made no provision for the
overturning of the craft, and one by
one they clambered in, in haste to go to
their deaths.

Captain Baines and the remaining
eight men from their perilous position
watched the little boat put off, shout-
ing luck to the departing sailors.

Tossing about on the great waves, the
sailors pulling a strong stroke, the boat
seemed in a fair way of reaching shore,

when a wave swept with mighty
on the little craft, engulfing it. The
twenty-one men were thrown into the
sea, and although the watchers on shore
were witnesses to the disaster, they
were powerless to render aid.

The sea swallowed the unfortunate
men only for an instant, for they ap-
peared high on the crest of a wave,
making a last desperate fight for their
lives. Finally one by one, they sank
out of sight.

Captain Baines, on the wrecked ves-
sel, as he saw his men perish?this
mariner who had sailed the world over
for twenty-five years?wept like a child.

Meanwhile the Ocracoke life-saving
crew stood its ground and continued
firing lines to the stranded ship. About
four hours after the Ariosto first struck
a lifeline was cast over the ship's side.
Captain Baines and his remaining men
made it fast, and an hour later they
had dragged the big hawser aboard.

The life-savers slowly ran out the
breeches buoy and it reached the ship
in safety. Through the blinding spray
the men were then one by one hauled to
the shore, more dead than alive, and
by nightfall all were safe.

When the disaster was made known
here wrecking tugs started for the
scene, and it is a matter of steam
against time if they succeed in reaching

the Ariosto before the vessel goes to
pieces.

The Ariosto was seven years old and
was owned by R. McAndrews & Co. of
London.

ANOTHER ACCOUNT.

The Rescue of Survivors Attained
With Much Difliculty.

CAPE HENRY (Va.), Dec. 24. ? The
Weather Bureau officialat Hatteras, N.
C, reports that the British steamship

Ariosto, Captain Baines, from Galves-
ton to Norfolk for coal, thenoe to Ham-
burg, loaded with cotton, corn, wheat
and meat, stranded on Ocracoke beach,
six miles south of the Hatteras Weath-
er Bureau Office at 4 o'clock this morn-
ing. The steamship carried a crew of
thirty men. Twenty-one men aban-
doned the steamer and took to boats
soon after she stranded. The boats
were wrecked in the heavy seas and the
entire twenty-one were drowned.

Captain Baines and the remaining

eight men were taken from the ship

by Captain James Howard and crew
of the Ocracoke life-saving station.
The rescue was effected with difficulty,
owing to the heavy sea, the landing

taking almost the entire day. Captain

Baines and the eight surviving mem-
bers of the crew are now being cared
for at the Ocracoke life-saving sta-
tion. Some water is making in the
hold of the vessel, but she is still in
good condition and probably can be

saved ifprompt assistance is rendered

News Sent to Washington.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 24.?Superin -

tendent Kimball of the Life Saving Bu-
reau, to-night received the following

dispatch:
"British steamer Ariosto, Captain

Baines, stranded at Ocracoke beach at
4 o'clock this morning. Twenty-one
jdrowned and nine saved in breeches
jbuoy. HOWARD, Keeper."

FAMILY CREMATED.

Supposed That the Father Killed
the Children and Himself.

KANSAS CITY (Mo.), Dec. 24.?A
special to the "Times" from Chillicothe,
Mo., says: The charred remains of
"William J. Thomas, a farmer, and his
three children were found in the ashes
of their home, eleven miles southwest
of here this morning. It is supposed

I that Thomas murdered the children and
Iset lire to the house and took his own
| life.
I About a year ago Thomas' wife com-
imitted suicide by taking poison. Thorn-

las had frequently told his neighbors
|that his wife on her deathbed exacted
ja promise from him that he would
'make away with the children and him-

I self and follow her. The dead are:
William Thomas, -the father, aged 55
Edna, 10 years old.

I David and John, aged 14 and 18, re-
!spsctively.

The affair was not discovered until
iearly this morning, when a neighbor

Iliving about a mile distant saw that

(the house had been burned. He hurried
over, and it was a sickening sight that

imet his gaze. The house had been
| totally destroyed by fire, and the

1charred and blackened bodies of Thor-
n and his three children weiie laying
in the ashes.

Thomas i>ad been the victim of a
long series of financial reverses. It was
a result of these reverses that his wife

| took her own life.
A story is told that at the time his

!wife killed herself it was the under-
standing between her and Thomas that
he was to kill himself and the children

Sthen, but his nerve failed him and he

failed to carry out his part of the
agreement.

On Saturday a Kansas City livestock
firm took under a mortgage foreclosure
his last hoof of stock. Thomas went to

some of his neighbors to try to get
help to save his horses, but was re-

Ifused. Then he went to town, borrowed

a pistol and a target rifle. Returning,

he stopped at a schoolhouse where his

little girl was attending a Christmas

entertainment and took her home. Not j
jtillthis morning was anything seen of j
any of the family.

The bodies were burned beyond recog- j
nition, and the manner in which they j
met death will probably never be

iknown.

I The iron of a pitchfork in the ruins
! leads to the belief that Thomas spread
hay over the house after murdering the
children and shooting himself and set

the place afire.

SIXVERITE'S PREDICTION.

Dubois Says the Transvaal Will
Win the Silver Cause.

CHICAGO, Dec, 24.?"1f the war In
the Transvaal continues for two or
three months longer, the cause of silver

will have been won," said former

United States Senator Dv Bois of
Idaho, one of the silver Republican
leaders, who was in Chicago to-day.

"The short time it has been in prog-

ress," continued Mr. Dv Bois, "has fur-

bished proof,of the contentions of the
friends of silver that there is not
enough gold in the world to form the

basis of the world's money and if the

war continues the length of time I have

indicated, the truth of this will have be-
come too apparent for successful con- ;
travention.
"I believe the Transvaal war will bo

a mighty influence in the campaign of|
next year in this country and that the
object lesson will convince the major- i
ity of the people of this country that it?
is not safe to place on gold the errtfro
burden of the monetary volume of the |
world.

"It may be interesting to observe that
the panic in New York was simultan- ;
eous with the passage of the House
gold standard bill. Now, Ifa panic had
followed the passage of a silver free
coinage bill the wise men and the press
of the land would have attributed It to
the passage of the bill."

Mrs. Potter Palmer to be Appointed !
CHICAGO, Dec. 24.?Mrs. Louise E.

.Mann, Secretary of the Woman's Na-
tional Auxiliary of, the Blue and Gray!
Legion, has received a letter from
President McKinley saying that Mrs.
Potter Palmer will be appointed dlrec-
for of the American Woman's Depart- i
ment at the Paris Exposition.

The Texas Passes Cape Henry.

CAPE HENRY (Va), Dec. 24.?The
X'nited States battleship Texas. Captain I
Sigsbee, passed in the Capes to-night. I
She has on board the remains of the
Maine dead, taken aboard at Havana
Thursday.

EVENTS OF THE
LAST FEW DAYS

Have Had a Great Effect on Cuban
Pelitics.

A Restful Feeling Apparently Exist* Among
All Classes.

???

Circumstances Attending the Ar-
rival of General Wood and De-
parture of General Brooke and
His Speech Have Satisfied the
Cubans That Cuba WillCertain-
ly be Independent Within a
Reasonable Time.

HAVANA, Dec. 24.?The events of
the last few days have had a great ef-
fect on Cuban politics, the circum-
stances attending the arrival of Gen-
eral Wood and the departure of Gen-
eral Brooke, taken with the speech of
the former at the farewell banquet to
the latter, in which the intentions of the
United States Government were re-
stated, have satisfied the Cubans that
Cuba will certainly be independent
within a reasonable time.

More than this the arrival and pub-
lic and private utterances of Horatia
Rubens have increased the restful feel-
ing that now apparently exists among
all classes. Mr. Kubens has, without
doubt, considerable influence. Wher-
ever he goes he is cheered by the peo-
ple; his room at the hotel is thronged
with Cuban officials seeking an inter-
view, and altogether he is regarded
somewhat in the light of an oracle.

Every influence is being brought to
bear to stop the proceedings against
the custom house appraisers now under
arrest on charges of frauds. The
Judges, the Supreme Court officials and
many other important officials are re-
lated to the persons under suspicion.
General Wood says that if the apprais-
ers are guilty they must be punished,
no matter who is hurt. If the relation-
ship to the Judges is such as to dis-
qualify the latter from giving them an
impartial trial, a Judge or Judges from
some other province will be assigned to
try them. General Wood declares that
if Judges decline to perform their
duties they will be impeached in Cuba,
just as they would be anywhere else.

The "Patria," commenting upon Gen-
eral Wood's remarks at the farewell
dinner to General Brooke says:

"It was a most satisfactory speech,
with a pleasing military simplicity. Ob-
viously the United States Government
intends to fulfill the terms of the joint
resolution and General Wood is the man
selected as the instrument for this
task."

AT MOODY'S HOME.

The Funeral Willbe Held To-Mor-
row Afternoon.

EAST NORTHFIELD (Mass.), Dec.
24.?The famiiy of the late Dwight L.
Moody remained Indoors nearly the en-
tire day, owing to the constant down-
pour of rain, leaving the house only for
a brief interval during the forenoon to
attend services at the Congregational
Church. Mrs. Moody, who had been
much affected by the arrival of her
sister and brother, Fleming Revell and
Mrs. William M. Holden of Chicago,
last evening, was in her usual health
after a night's rest, and showed only
slightly the struggle which she has
experienced during the past few weeks.

The services at the Congregational
Church this afternoon were conducted
by Rev. C. J. Schofiedd, the pastor, as-
sisted by Rev. R. A. Torrey of Chicago,
who had been associated with Mr.
Moody at the Bible Institute at Chi-
cago. Mr. Torrey's talk was principally
on the life of the dead evangelist.

The funeral is to be held Tuesday
afternoon at 2:30 o'clock, and the de-
tails have been completed. The body
will be taken to> the church at 9 a. m.
by the Mount Herman students, and
will lie In state until 2:30 in the after-
noon, when the services will be held,
after which it will be taken to the last
resting-place on Round Top. The only
music during the service, aside from
singing by the regular choir of the
church will be the singing of "Rock
of Ages," one of Mr. Moody's favorite
hymns, by the Mount Syman Male

Quartet. Honorary pall-bearers have
been named as follows:

Colonel J. J. Janeway, New Bruns-
wick, N. J.; R. C. Morse of the T. M.
C. A. National Committee, New York;
George C. Stebbins, Brooklyn; Ira .D.
Sankey, Brooklyn: General J. J. Estey,
Battleboro, Vt.; Colonel C. A. Hopkin-
son, Boston; N. M. Moore, Boston; Dr.
N. T. Wood, Northfield, and Professor
A. H. Cutler of Mount Vernoi»
CHICAGO, Dec. 24.?Dwight L. Moody

was remembered in the songs, the
prayers and the speeches of thousands
at the Chicago Avenue Church and the
Bible Institute to-day.

The favorite hymns of the evangelist
were sung at all the meetings. The
Very Rev. W. R. Nell, Assistant Super-
intendent of the Bible Institute,

preached at the various gatherings,
touching upon the character and
achievements of Moody as a preface to
his regular sermon. He advocated glad-

ness and resignation instead of grief.

FIRE IN NEW YORK.

Over Three Hundred Girls Thrown,

Out of Employment.

NEW YORK, Dec. 24.?The six-story

brick building at 134-130 Williams

street was gutted by fire to-day, and
the adjoining structures at 132 and 188
were damaged considerably. The fire

resulted in a loss of about $80,000. The
building was many years old, was
owned by the Berlin-Jones Envelope

Company, whose loss is estimated at

$55,000. The building at 132 Williams

street was occupied by Henry Allen,

wholesale druggist, whose loss is said

to be $10,000. No. 138 was occupied

by Thurston & Bradish. importers of
guns, whose loss is $15,000.

More than 300 girls employed by the

envelope company will be thrown out

of employment.


