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FIFTEEN CENTS A WEEK. NEW ORLEANS, WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 17, 1848. VOLUME I NUMBER 64. 

il»« 

CARRIAGE MANUFACTORY, 
*~*r)%dtUt *1-, bitween Gracier and Uniu 

(«ggsrts&'teS, 
A«»-4" •FLÖSW 

• rAHRIAGBS !—CARRIAGES ! 
. nisTFRN PKfCKS, at the Commission CAR-

itftw1REPOSITORY. JVO. 66 
V K' yô, r.v opposite the Com-
•' 1 lanK —On hand an'l constant. 
•^ÄSllKOiABIJ-J OAKRI->rflMBR . a I.—- «limnt 4 rAm f 11. 

>°y . . . 
• ir fcc., for style, finish and price equal to any in 

lilt®' p' tnmers are invited to call and see tor tbemselv^ 
H. H. SMITH, <S6 St. Charles gt 

aha #« 

iL latest styl«, direct from the manufactories : 
BARpüCHEb,^ BUG-

OABRIAGE REPOSITORY, 
. 01 <mil 83 Common street, between St. Charles 8tree 

X# 81 and Hewlett's Exchange, 
» UIRKH DENMAN & GO.CMMSO0M» to RALPH 

u ..«& Co.)âàeep constantly on w 
1; ff Ünü «Srtra«nt V A R -
'H'KS from the best manufactories 
' .1i'ni'i«l States, and are receiving .ill _ 
"iff. Like New York Packets. tresli suppliés from their 
' t ,Lre in New Jersey. Their stock is at all times large 
»r,l% „omberine irom 100 to 150 CARRIAGES of 

a«t üaDroved styles and patterns, tor city and country 
"ft* Wim «"• «inality. POrchaseis are particnlarlv iu-
* I,,,,ii «od examine, and judge lor themselves, 

"nlJ3m '• '«ARtfll DENMAN & CO. 

OAE&IAGE MANUFACTORY. 
.«IHK Patronage that lia» been extended to us so very liber-

iilvtJie last seven years, while in Corn. _ V „ 
* JLj has induced us the last summer 

SïSSS&'œ-
au* sow one ol the largest bhops in tlie fconlliern 

/ ,, *( miliare prepared, with good Northern workmen, 
Kbeitof matenals, to build any style of Carriage to 

Üw i»d guarantee then two yean il used in the country. 
• r»ie «1« bettor prepared than ever before for repairing 
""L iud can restore tliein almost to their original beauty 
JiîrâUty, although apparently worn out and useless. 

»ill say «eight on carriage» seut us to repair. We will, 
' boioii Und an assortment, ol NEW and BKCOND-

ID L3UIIU«S which will be sold low. Old CARRIAOES 
,n ig trade lor New ones. We invite the attention of 

" mtnf New Carriages, or their old ones repaired, to 
,1 nul Manufactory and Repository and judge for theui-

»tu« unur if QR.l VI ER aniTCji H UMDFJ. K T 
•mit mat door lo the Office of the Commercial Water 
\«L'rear of tlie Ht. Charles Hotel, New Orleans. XjT MATTHEWS te DENMAN. 

r. PLAMTEES, MERCHANTS, DRAYMEN and 
11 ' 'STEVEDORES. 

rllEmitlersisoedliason hand, and is constantly receiv
ing «general assortment of Philadelphia 

aiiaiautnrecl Wheelwright work, such as 
I, leuA'S, CAR TS, DRJtVS, Extra 
«t, VUS II CAR TS, BORROWS, 

UXD TkJUCKS, 6,-c., manufactured ol tne oesi mate. 
. and by the best workmen, on the most reasonable 

Ii, WM. T1TTERTON, 
id tittle corner of Lafayette and Magazine st«. 

D A G U E R R E O T Y P E .  
ELECTRO-MAGNETIO PORTRAITS. 

BV the application of the above mysterious agent to Pa-
«errcolype, (a discovery of the subscribers,) tlie under-

.iirtl is enabled to produce PORTRAITS of the most 
RRIOF kind in a SINCJI.K SECOND—catching the precise 

, *»1011 instantly, and fixing it indelibly upon the silver 
Those who wish to retain in their families good 

juisass of relations or friends, can do so al a moderate 
ice. lUoais, corner of Canal and Chartres sts.—Entrance 
kiCaartres street. [my3 ly] VV. H. HUTCH1NGS. 

MAftUIHE'S DAGUERREOTYPE. 
IM. would respectfully return thanks for the liberal patron. 
J. see bestowed on him .since he first had the honor ot 

rodacmg the DAGUKRREOTYPE into NewOrleans, 
f yeana^o, during which time he has taken more portraits 

nu my otlier person in the world. His specimens were 
imbued at the Fair, in competition with others taken by 

liet«toperator from New York, and he was awarded the 
FifflPremium. No specimens exhibited at his establishment 
/tiiftwetaken by himself. J. M. assures the public that his 
omaiü will continue to be what they always have been— 
lam?. His long experience, and constant practice are 
:.*totiadQcemciiLs to persons desirous of instruction in the 
^datifol art. Genuine Voigtlander Cameras 'A) per cent. 
-.Miptf than any in the city ; all other articles the same, 
las at $2 per dozen ; Scornlhs No. 1 for $3 25—guarantied 
(l«t plates made in the United States ; Cases 75 and 

J3äO;|lewYork Cameras at $18. 
If Ofden» from the country promptly attended to. 
^Entrance No. 6 CAMP street. mhll tf 

J. WEST, Practical Dentist, 
H700LD raipectfully inform the citizens of NewOrleans 
u that he has removed hi» office to 129 

''DTOWHCLIT STREET, corner of Poydras 
>«,opposite ttie Church. Thankful tor 
t libérai patronage heretofore bestowed 
>-«iiiim,Mwoud solicit a continuance of the same. Alter 
«iwtioeol'eight years in the mechanical deiiartment, both 
ifoiropeand the United States, and having availed him-

of all tlie late improvements, he feels confident that he 
fill giro satisfaction to all those who may favor him with a 

List of Prices. 
'a/leTooth, mounted on tine gold plate .$7 50 

pivot 3 00 
i beging with fine gold, per cavity 'J (Hi 
i «fling Teeth 3 CO 
1 Alailietof Teeth, highly finished, on a new principle 
I r vi adbe>iou 150 00 
j iietosfcof the Palate supplied, without clasps orJiga-
1 menu from $30 to 100 00 
I i.W. warrants all his operations to be the best of work-
I uwiipan.l material, and to give satisfaction to those who 
a isvwtronize him, or no charge will be made. 

' i plates remoilelled and repaired at the shortest notice, 
in the country may rely on having their work 

1 " f a correct mouel. 
itli Lathe instruments, &c. 

. .. many arsons who are now en-
m«VM Ueuetitji of ins practice. ap8 6m 

' E N T L 5 M E N ' S  B O O T  A N D  L A D I E S  
^ SHOE STOIiE. 
m I ne sntwenber has just received from^ . 
I ̂  Manuhictory, a splendid assortment ot rrWftt 
j| BP0*3 and .SHOES, made under his own eye, and 

f i. material and workmanship, and of the 
">• lashiubable and tasty styles, compri&ing— 

^ jjstni fine Calf Skin HOOTS; 
„ hue Calf Skin 

fine Morocco *4 

. Puent Leather GAITERS; 
, tbtii » 
il }jne Calf BROGANS: 
„ Hough and Ready IIA LF-BOOTS; 
„ > ALF-G A ITERS ; 
.. {V;'jw'HERS--<'alf ami Patent Leather; 

VeivH and Calf SU PPKRS; 
, »ijintinï nod Riding BOOTS, etc., etc.: 

w GAITLRS and SHOES, of the most 

m uie counrry may rely 
fowptiy attended to, by sending a c 
^ DENTISTS supplied with 
A D —J. \V. can refer to many p< 

. IjtWonable styles; 
ffi'i. ,?U"K' Patent Lrat her liROGANS; 
'•««nil s français UAITERS, Morocco Uutlons, l'a-

tent Leather, and Calf SU". IliS, etc. 
, , JOHN II. WORTH, 

"** n^l.^Cl.arU Hotel, romxr < Vimmnn «t. 
rni|f o, .. , NOTICE. 
l im n I '«»'np. by Act of February 13,184«, be-
- ' '• Hicardo, Notary Public, of Ibis city, acquired 
W Tifee '.'î.'en,or °r rhe K 1RE-PR< >t >F C( )N-

/r.^ll A HS. and Patentee of the same, by 
' ' r,i™ -J; Ill® riirhl assoie atrent of said 
v ' M,r , 'llnffand vending said Patent Grate liars in the 
^i,win(liiJÜil,L?li4na-®n^ Alabama, ami on the Mississippi 
'iMii!w|eV/|or

Ulf"(f'. n.°T si ves notice that he is prepared 
-in ? arl,c'^- I bey are especially recom-

' •' |io ednr^f.? >i e
l
rs an,t owners of steamboats, as being 

Aif?i!!.!îlan {£e ordinary Grate Bars. 
upon said patent, by ia,'rin,'ini 

thf f,J?«5.or similar articles without authority 
Würluni? \iW l!. 1 '*Io«.l to the extent ot tin- law. 

,ea,b' March 18.184«. DAN IE L DAN A. 

Mr. », NEW ORLEANS, March 13,184*5. 
11 • .. Jîave.nsed, in taking off'two crops of sugar. 

,"r<' aJsU^rtor, irom their 
* Jtfi',.l°.airaui;,laitlies 
,  » > e t l m e »  a s l o n i ; .  R e s p e c t  l  u l l  - ,  

VV. CAMPBELL. 

... Mr. Win. FerréU."and 1 
cave surface, to the ordinary 
ill. from their peculiar forma-
.'.ont I'm 111- • • 

rpSj|®:TaiWG WORTHY OF ATTENTION. 
^ ^>bi?rln'et^r!0' tiieSt. Charles Loan Office invites the 

Ï3 U,e pu,,lic to large s^ock of un-
' ;>iî> r,!, '•,Vou>l!,l-»u? of Watches, Diamonds, 

Itsiols, Clothing, Fancy Goo»ls,j^;k 
"'"f 'liin^l t c 0Us w'm to purchase t xcel-^a^b 

•;,nUBt^»0rtiieirown wear will lind this an excellent 
,^oifiïLlÛ»-b0 a,' a comparatively little cost. All «he 

in ;m,f , ür have been thoroughly examineti and 
4 !rt,,,air by a skilful European watchmaker, 

^ t'u'riHK? wmtHnially rj,e establishment expressly 
loanii.i \Z' • AnV I't'r-on acquainted with tlie nature ol 

<4ü^oÄ,^,nrSsvv'111 assured that greater bargains 
. arf"g«!ai m»2 proprietors than i»crsons doing business 

0 ,e>l tor Är- ) at ç h es that originally cost $150 can 
'Option n a'J tl,at su,n- ,n *hi® establishment 

iriou>aruokJ^ ,),aet|W|d. (|ne price is asked for all the 
'"fp'iH'at tlip " n°."eviation made in any case. By this 

"l'w lifinjr--'k lno^»}ne*l,eriencet' n,a>' purchase without 
r4ii anifi,.«1 ' .• {'itizensand strangers are requested 

Uan o/r"11'' °I themselves. Remember, the St. 
I ' Ul?fler tbe right wing of the St. Charles 

^*'onr oT rt00^r0,n tl,e corner o!'<iravier 8treet-
aud i; «•'t!l 11 os• on which advances have 

•ibove. le 01 keeping expired, are offered for sale 
p4 3m 

AGRIOULTTTRAL WAREKOPSE. 

CfUhof street—Exclusively for the 
>.«c .,', n!?"on Implements _ 

a. jL lM> establishnieii 
ttei >aj ' a" as*>rtment o. - v 

'in|>roveil uiiple. 
i'ätl^M, '"."'.i'11 'niteil Stat.--, .outaiiiinirmore 

.. i, mi'i i <'t*'th'-:it(>d EAtiiiE, sward, culti" 
J sa, 1,1 .l;1.1s?."!'lukes ; SI I'. Holl,, self-sbarp-

V
L'!FC,P>iid . 51 :,.''are>''s. the improved Sloop, 
' • * » « ' » U 1 | < I U  =  e v p a n d i i i K  C U L T I V A -

«Ii iftf "Jar«'"--. Kollers, Seeil Sowers ami Corn 
loralii Ol ad M/.es : (,'orn and Cob 

and straw- Cutters, of ten patterns 
• >JW »'H». < «Jins. Ttoaihin* Ma. 

tt 'an Mill,; Sugar Mills ; Root Pullets: Brush 
»iS?® Cradl« ; 

8B®W(2T2M<£,m?'- — — . 
>«1, •' en ^ut'iues. Pumps, Flower Syringes, Rakes] 

I-wV rat!U; Shovels ; Spades- Axes, etc. 
UanLn P1"'11' of HORTICULTURAL 'I 

KNOWLES & NOEL, 
rn.ic R I C . J  I . N \t rc H  M A K E R S ,  

35 CANAL street, first door ^ 
below Camp, JSTe to Orleans, kee\t(^s^sv^ 

M/ «Ik constantly on hand a larg% andÄ— 
F '^'^Bwel 1 selected assortment of Swiss and Knglish 
_  ,  .  L E V E R  W A T C H E S ,  
Jewelry, Silver Ware, Pocket Cutlery, Gold Pens, Spectacles, 

and Fancy Goods. 
Our personal attention will lie devoted to repairing every 

description of FINE WATCHES, CLOCKS, and JEWELRY ; 
which shall perform satistactorily, or no charge. jxiy'2, tf 

FINE WATCHES, JEWELRY,-SILVER AND 
PLATED WARE, GOLD PENS, tec. 

NELSON A. YOUNG, No. 8 Camp street, 
would respectfully invite tlie attention of his 

friends and the public to his new and extensive as
sortment of line English and Swiss 

LEVER WATCHES, 
from the best and most celebrated manufactories of London, 
Liverpool, and Geneva, carefully put Up, and werranted in 
line Gold or Silver Cases of the most approved Patterns, to 
suit Ladies or Gentlemen. -Also, to a very large assortment 
of WATCH TRIMMINGS—comprising every variety of 
Ladies' and Gentlemen's Fine Gold GUARD CHAINS ; 
Vest and Fob CHAINS ; Watch Ribbons ; 
Keys and Seals, of the latest and most fashionable patterns; 
Ladies' Fashionable BROOCHES, Ca great variety ;) 
Diamond, Ruby, Garnet, Pearl, and Plain Gold FINGER 

RINGS, NECKLACES, &c. 
A great variety of Gentlemen's Shirt Studs, Sleeve and 

Collar Buttons. Breast Pins, Scarf Pins, Seal Rings, Silver 
Suspender Buckles, Gold and Silver Spectacles of every des
cription, Gold and Silver Pencils, Silver Spoons, Forks. Cups, 
of every description. Ladles, Fine Silvei-plated Sheffield 
Castors, Candlesticks, Trays. &c., Levi Brown and Spencer's 
celebrated Diamond-pointed Gt)ld Pens, in Gold or Silver 
Holders, Fine Cutlery and Fancy Goods, which he oilers for 
sale on the most reasonable terms. 

Persons from the country, wishing to purchase fine Time 
Pieces, or Jewelry, would do well to call and examine lu» 
stock before purchasing elsewhere. 

tW Particular attention given to REPAIRING Clocks 
and VVatches, at short notice, by the most skilful workmen to 
be found in the country. 

LjtT Every description of Jewelry made and-repaired to 
order. mod lm 

REMOVAL.-WATCHES, JEWELRY, &c. 

(i REDON respectfully inlbrms liU frinds and the public 
J* that he has removed his JE VVJ2LRV STORE i"~v> 

to the New Building on the corner of CHAR- vpÄk 
!J'RKS ami CTWOMHUU&K Streets, where 
he will open, on- MONDAY, May 1st, a splendid 
establishmenf. He has spared neither pains nor expense to 
make it in every way worthy the attention and patronage of 
all, and he therefore hopes that he will meet with a due share 
of encouragent. As heretofore he will constantly have on 

hand a large and varied selection of rich 
and beautiful JEWELRY andFANCY 
ARTICLES, Gold and Silver Watches 

and Chains, Silver and Plated Ware, China, Chrystal and 
Bronze Ware, Clocks and Mantel Ornaments of every de
scription, Work-boxes and Dressing-cases.1 Papier-mache and 
Japaned Goods, tine Pocket hnd Toilet Cutlery, Dirks and 
Pistols, Choice Perfumery.and a variety of other articles.— 
All of which he is determined to sell at the most moderate 
prices. ap28 12t 

WATCHES JEWELRY, ETC. 
I? D WARD A. TYLER, 39 Camp street, would respect-

-i fully invite the attention of his Inends and the 
public to his line and well selected stock Of JE IV- wy^\ 
EJJKY, etc., comprising Watches of the most ap- Jgr« 
proved manufacture, in Gold and Silver, Hunting 
and Open-faced cases : Silver Ware of every descripuon, 
consisting in part of 'l ea, Table, Sugar, Salt and Mustard 
Spoons, Forks, Ladles, Castors, Cups, Pitchers, Toast-
Racks, etc. 

A great variety of Jewelry, Cutlery, Rich Fancy Goods, 
Perfumery, etc. 

PIANO FORTES. 
Just received from the manufactories ol 

Messrs. Rutins 6i Fischer, and A. 11. Gale 
CO., a large supply of their superior 

_ PI AN OS, in new style cases—a few with 
Coleman's /Eoiian AUauhment, and Ives's Tuneable Reeds. 

Please call and examine. apo tf 

FLOWER GARDEN AND SEED STORE. 

THE FRESHEST GARDEN SEEDS can be 
obtained at the Seed Store of MATTHEW, 

BYRNE, ut the corner of HT. CHARLES and 
GRAVl&R Streets; warranted to be the finest, 
collection now in the city. 

ALSO—FRUIT AND ORNAMENT ALTREES, ol 
the choicest kind ; together with the best collection ol 

•«-» SHRUBBERY to be found in the market. BOU-
U,L ETS put up to order at the shortest notice. ap24 

Hgf" Persons purchasing Plants or Seeds, and finding them 
not to be as they are represented, will be returned their money. 

NEW GARDEN SEEDS. 
JUST RECEIVED—By ship Atlanta—A fresh supply of 

GARDEN AND FLOWER SEEDS, war- ' 
ranted genuine, consisting o. every variety of the È&F&0 
season, and sold cheat» by the subscriber, 

J. AFFLECK'S Cottage Seed Store, 
101 ST. CHARLES Street. 

âlàoRNAMENTAL TREES AND SHRUBS, and the 
•J* » best collection ol Gieeu llot House Plants in the city. 

Ladies and Gentlemen supplied with Practical and Experi
enced Gardeners. «* mhl8 

FRESH GARDEN, FARM and FLOWER SEEDS. 

fTMlE subscriber lias now on hand a fresh and well selected 
JL stock of GARDEN SEEDS, all warranted 

fresh and genuine. Planters furnished with boxes 
containing a well assorted variety of Garden Seeds, 
at from to $iJU per box. 

Country Merchants supplied with Seed by the dozen 
or hundred papers, for retailing. 

Market Gardens supplied seed by the pound or bushel, at 
moderate prices. D. MAUPAY, Seedsman and Florist, 

uihlü 3m No. Do Camp street. 

STORAGE FOR COFFEE. 
WE can take on storage on one lioor, second story, in a 

dry and dark place, 15,000 bags. Also, in another 
store, from Ü0.Ü0U to 30,000 bags. Merchants having cotfee 
to store will tind it to their advantage to call and examine our 
warehouse. EMERSON TOURNE & CO. 

ap;20 158 Tchoupitoulas street. 

JOHN STROUD JOHN STROUD, JR \VM. STROUD 
JOHN STROUD & CO., 

145 COJIIJWOJV Street, between Carondelet and Baronne, 
DEALERS IN ' ' 11 

MA R B L E  M A N  T E L  - P I E C E S  
KNAMKI.I.KU ORATERF, MONUMENTS,,SFCF??3U 

TUMBU. TOM« SLABS, URAVK STONES,' 
and M A 1\ B L E in all its different varieties ; 
THOMASTON LIME, CALCINED PLASTER 
OK PARIS, ROMAN AND HYDRAI LFT CEMENT, 

PLASTERING II AIR, WHITE SAND, 
ENGLISH. I^NSACOLA AND PITTSBURG 
FIRE BRICKS. 

FURNITURE DEPOT—134 Philippa Street. 

ING-G LASSES, F U KMS1JING _ . 
MATERIALS and MATRASSES- ®,: 
would respectfully inform the public 
that he can manufacture and supply all articles 
superior quality, at .as reasonable rates as any house in the 
city. 2^"" Housekeepers, wishing to consult economy, 
would do well to call on the subscriber before purchasing, 

JOS. B. HUBBARD, 134 Philippa street, 
ap26 lm Between Poydras and Perdidostreets. 

OFFICE UNION TOWBOAT CO. April 13,1848. 

IT* ROM ami aller this date, the following .regulations will 
be in force in regard to assistance of vessels on the 

"Bar,7' viz: An assisting boat will be furnished, either 
inward or outward, whenever it may be thought necessary 
by an agent of this Line; and no charge_ will be made lor 
the same to vessels drawing less than 15 feet. To vessels 
drawing 15 feet, and less than 16, half rates will be charged, 
and all over lti will be charged full rates. This regulation 
applies only to vessels towed uo and down by this Line ; and 
when they are loaded by the head the draft will be taken 
Irom tlie stem. All vessels that may have paid for an assist
ing boat inward will be "transported" once tree ol charge, 
provided she is not moved out of the limits ol the Corporation, 
nor to the shipyards. 

anlT im JUNiUö BEEBE, Manager. 

SADDLERY, HARNESS AND TRUNK WARE
HOUSE, JVo. 11 Canal street, NewOrleans, 

JA. HORTON has now on hand a large assortment of 
. every style of Saddles, Bridles, Martin- t"% 

gales ; Coach, Gig, Buggy, Wagon, and 
As. Cart HARNESS; Dray Bridles, fei 

: Collars, Whips, Stirrups, BittaWirVI ft n—nml 
and Spurs. Also, a general assortment ot 1N DIA 
RUBBER GOODS; together with the largest 

stock of Trunks, Valices, Saddle and Carpet-Bags, ever 
before offered in this market, to which he invites the attention 
of purchasers, as al! the above goods will be sold at GREATLY 
REDUCED L'RI( ES. 

fcc^ The subscriber has also the agency for the sale of 
SPANISH SADDLE TREES, of a great variety of pat
terns, and at the manufacturer's prices. mh7 6m 

Tools, 

v - 1 luster ol 
:ARDEN SEEDS. 
Paris, Lime, Guano. 

,l*. Will ca.L
r^ 1 y - RIFLE, used at Monterey and Ruena 

MOST EXTRAORDINARY WORK, 
RPO THE MARRIED AND THOSE CONTEM-
J PLATING MA RRIAGE-TIIE MARRIED WOMAN'S 

PRIVATE MEDICAL COMPANION—by Dr. A. Mauriceau, 6th 
Edition. Price $\. 

This work is meeting with most astounding sales—24,000 
copies have already been disposed of. Every female is get
ting a copy, whether married or unmarried, although it is in
tended especially lor the married, as it discloses important 
secrets which should be known to them particularly. Here 
every female can discover the causes, symptoms, and the 
most efficient remedies, and most certain mode of cure in 
every case. For sale in New Orleans by 

m>8 lm J. B. RUSCONI, No 40 St. Charles st. 
Copies will be sent by mail, free of postage, on the 

receipt of $1. Publishing office. 1:29 Liberty st.. New York. 

AWNINGS. TARPAULINS, ETC. 
npHE subscriber would respectfully inform his friends and 
I the citizens of New Orleans that he still continues to 

manufacture every description of WOOD and JROA-
FR. LME AJVXLYGS, lor Stores, Steamboats, Offices, 

etc. etc. He also manufactures every description 
of Military Tents, Tarpaulins, and Dray, Wagon, and Horse 
Covers, at tlie shortest notice. Particular attention will be 
paid to Splicing and furnishing Wheel and other Purchase 
Ropes for Stores, etc. , , , 

An t^ere has been a great deal said, wit hin the la5t year or 
s o .  a b o u t  w i i a t  s o m e  p a r t i e s  e r r o n e o u s l y  c a l l  W A i f c K -
PROOFING, the subscriber offers his services in that capacity 
l'or a small compensation, and to those of his customers who 
would prefer saving the exj>ense by doing it themselves, he 
will cheerfully give the receipt, which in itself is very simple, 
and yet most useful in preventing rot or mildew on any article 
of cloth or canvas that may be exposed to wet or damp. 

All orders lef> on my slate, at the Clothing Store ot 
ALFRED MUNROE & CO., will meet with prompt at-

mhlâôra H. CASSIDV. 

DAILY CRESCENT. 
FUGITIVES FROM LABOR. 

U. ß. SENA TE — MAY 3, 1848. 

Mr. BUTLER made the following Report: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
were referred certain resolutions of tlie Legislature 
ot Kentucky, "in favor of tjje passage, of a 
law by Coiigross to enable the citizens of slave-
Holding States to recover slaves, when escaping 
into non-slaveholding States," have had the same 
under consideration, and have bestowed upon them 
that degree of attention and deliberation which 
resolutions of such grave import should at all times 
demand from the Legislature of the Confederacy. 
The facts and circumstances which occasioned 
these proceedings are fully set forth in the report of 
the Committee, and the action of the Government 
of Kentucky; and areJELS follows: 

REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS of the Legislature of Ken
tucky in favor of the passage of a law by Congi\ess,to 
enable citizens of slaveholding States to recover slaves 
when escaping into v on-slav eh aiding States. 

The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom were re
ferred the proceedings of a meeting of the people of the 
counties of Trimble and Carroll, in relation to a recent abo
lition mob in the town of Marshall, Slate of Michigan, have 
had the same under consideration, and submit the following 
r e p o r t  :  . . .  *  

It appears to the satisfaction of the committee, thai one 
Francis Troutman was employed as agent and attorney, in 
fact, for Francis Giltner. of the county of Carroll, to go to 
tlie said town of Marshall, in the State of Michigan, to re-
ckiîm, take and brim; back to the State of Kentucky certain 
fugitive and runaway slaves the property of said Giltner; 
that said Troutman proceeded, under the authority thus 
given him, to said town of Marshall, for the purpose of re
claiming and bringing home to the owner the slaves afore
said ; and whilst endeavoring to arrest said slaves, a mob, 
com posed.of free negroes, runaway slaves, and white men, 
to the number of irom two to three hundred, lorbid said 
Titratman, and those who accompanied him for that purpose, 
to arrest and take into their possession the slaves aforesaid ; 
and by their threats, riotous and disorderly conduct, did pre
vent said Troutman, and those associated with him forthat 
purpose, from taking into their possession the slaves aforesaid. 

Your committee regret that the citizens of the town of 
Marshall, in the State aforesaid, have thus acted and con
ducted themselves; and such conduct and snch outrages, 
committed upon the rights and citizens of the State of Ken
tucky, or any other State of this Union, «ust- necessarily re
sult in great mischief, and is well calculated,'and must, if 
persisted in by the citizens of Michigan, or any other of the 
free States of this Union, terminate in breaking up and de
stroying the peace and harmony that is desirable by every 
good citizen of all the Slates of this L^nion, should exist be
tween the several States, and is in violation of the laws of 

-the United States and the constitutional rights of the citizens 
of the slave States. The affidavit of said Troutman.-is ap
pended to this report and made part hereof (marked A.) 
Wherefore, 

Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of the common
wealth of Kentucky, That the legislature of the State of 
Michigan be, and is hereby, respectfully but earnestly re
quested to give the subject that consideration which its im
portance demands, and to take such action thereon as in the 
judgem^pt of the said legislature is deemed proper and right, 
with a view to maintain that peace, amity and good feeling 
which ought to exist between the1 citizens of the States of 
Michigan and Kentucky, and for the purpose of enabling the 
citizens of Kentucky to reclaim their runaway and fugitive 
slaves to the State of Michigan. 

Resolved further. That, our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress be requested to turn their attention to the sub
ject embraced in the foregoing report and resolution, and urge 
upon the consideration of Congress the importance of passing 
such laws -«s will fully enable the citizens of the Statejjf Ken
tucky, and the other slave Stales, to reclaim and obtain their 
slaves that may run away to thç free or non-slaveholding 
States of this Union: that they also declare by said laws the 
severest penalty for their violation that the Constitution of 
the United States will tolerate. 

Reso/red, That the Governor be requested to forward to 
the Governor of the State ol Michigan a copy of the forego
ing report and resolutions, with a request that he submit the 
same to the legislature of his Stato for its consideration and 
action; that he also forward a copy of the same to each of 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

LESLIE COMBS, Speaker of House of Reps. 
ARCHIBALD DIXON, Speaker of the Senate. 

Approved March 1,1847. - VVM. OWSLEY. 
By the Governor : G. B. KJNKEAD, Sec. of Sîàfe. 

[A.] The affidavit of Francis Troutman. 
This affiant states that, as the agent, and attorney of Fran

cis Giltner, of Carroll county, Kentucky, he proceeded to 
the town of Marshall, in the county of Calhoun, and State 
of Michigan, and in company with the Deputy Sheriff and 
three Kentuckians, on the morning of the L'7th January, 
went to a houœ in which they found six fugitive slaves, the 
property of Giltner. The slaves were directed to accompany 
us to the office of a magistrat* ; sosie of them were prepar
ing to obey tjie summons, but bafpre affiant could get them 
started, he was surrounded by a mob, which, by its violent 
threats, menaces, ami assaults, prevented the removal of the 
slaves to the office of the magistrate. Affiant directed the 
Sheriff, time after time, to discharge his duty, and he as often 
made an effort to do so, but so great was the excitement and 
violence of the mob that the officer was afraid to seize the 
slaves. Resolutions were offered by some of the most influ
ential citizens oft he town, which were calculated greatly to 
excite and encourage the negroes and abolit ion rabble, who 
constituted a partoi the mob. 

The negroes engaged in the mob were estimated at from 
forty to fifty, many of whom are fugitive slaves from Ken
tucky, as affiant was informed and believes. The number 
of persons engaged in the mob were variously estimated at 
from two to three hundred. All the resolutions offered by 
those engaged in the mob were sustained by general accla
mation; man? of the mob pledged their lives to sustain them, 
and at the same time had guns, clubs, and other weapons in 
their hands with which to execute their purposes. Affiant 
contended for some hours with the mob, and still insisted ou 
taking the slaves before the magistrate tor trial ; but the in
fluential meii of the mob told affiant that there was no geed 
of atrial, and that any further ati^nipt to remove the slaves 
would jeopard the lives of all who might make the attempt, 
and they were determined to prevent affiant f om removing 
the slaves from town, even if he proved his right to do so ; 
they stated, further, that public sentiment was opposed to 
Southerners reclaiming fugitive slaves ; and that although 
thelawwasin our favor, yet public sentiment jnust and 
should supersede the law in this and similar cases. Affiant 
then called upon some of the most active members of the 
mob to give him their names, and inform him if they con
sidered themselves responsible for their words and actions on 
that occasion ; they promptly gave their names to affiant, 
and he was told to write tnem in capital letters and bear them 
hack to Kentucky, the land of slavery, as an evidence of 
their determination to persist in t ne defence of a precedent 
already established. The following resolution was then 
offered : "Resolved, That these Kentuckians shall not re
move from this place these (naming the slaves) by moral, 
physical, or legal force." 

It was carried by general acclamation. Affiant then di
rected thdwheriff to summon those leading men of this mob 
to assist in keeping the peace ; he did so, but they refused 
their aid, and affiant understood them to say that they would 
assist in preventing the arrest of the slaves. A consultation 
was thfn held by eight or ten of the mob, out some distance 
fiorh tlie'main crowd, a* to whether affiant might lake them 
before the magistrate : the decision was in the negative, and 
the following resolution was then offered : " Resolved, 
That these Kentuckians shall leave the town in two hours." 
Some penalty in the event of a failure was attached, which 
affiant does not recollect. It was sustained by the unani
mous vote of the mob. 

A warrant for trespass was then issued and served upon 
the Sheriff, affiant and company ; we stood trial ; the magis
trate, who was an abolitionist, fined us $100. A warrant 
was then taken out against affiant for drawing a pistol upon 
a negro, and telling linn to stand back, when said negro 
was making an attempt to force himself upon affiant and 
into the house where affiant hail the slaves. On trial alliant 
proved his agency, and that the slaves were the property of 
Giltner, tor whom he was acting as agent, yet the court re
cognised this affiant to appear at the next circuit court 
tor trial. 

Many were the insults offered affiant by the leading men 
of the mob. who informed him at, the same time that it was 
just such treatment as a Kentuckian deserves when attempt
ing to recapture a slave, and that they intended to make an 
exampje ol him, that others might take warning. That t^re 
had been attempts by slaveholders to reclaim slaves in their 
town, but that they had. always been repulsed, and always 
shall be. The insults onèred this affiant, as a private indi
vidual, were treated with a veto of silent contempt ; but 
such as were offered him asa Kentuckian. during the time of 
the mob and the progress of two days' trial which succeeded, 
were resented in such a manner as this affiant believed the 
honor, dignity and independence of a Kentuckian demanded. 

Given under my hand this 15th February, 1847. 
F. TROTTM^N. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY, set : Personally before the under
signed, a justice of the peace for said county, this^lay came 
tlie above named Francis Troutman, who made oa*h, in due 
form oi law, to the truth of the statements as set forth in the 
foregoing affidavit. 

Given under my hand this 15th day of February, 1847. 
H. WLNGATK, J. p. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. ) 
Frankfort. Ky., Dec, 11, 1847. S 

Sir : The last general assembly adopted the annexed re
port and resolutions in reference to certain proceedings had in 
a meeting of the people of Trimble and Carroll counties, in 
this State, which I now have the honor to forward, agreea
bly to the directions of the Legislat ure. 
1 have the honor to be, vcy respectfully, yonr oh t. serv t., 

WM. OWSLEY, Governor. 
W. D. R£ED, Secretary of State. 

To Hon. Joseph R. Underwood. 

These proceedings disclose a state of things affect
ing deeply the relations of the States to each other, 
and to their common Union under the Constitution; 
and the rights and duties of both are essentially in
volved. What laws may be and ought to be adopt
ed by Congress, for the protection of slave owners, 
in reclaiming their fugitive slaves escaping into 
non-slaveholding States, depends upon the provis
ions of the Federal Constitution, and the laws of 
Congress made for their enforcement, as well as 
upon the laws of the non-slaveholding States, that 
may in anywise affect or interfere with the reme
dies which the citizens of the slaveholding States 
supposed were to be found in, and were affected 
by, them. The second resolution urges upon Con
gress the "importance of passing such laws as 
will fully enable the citizens of Kentucky, and the 
other slave States, to reclaim those slaves that may 
runaway to the free, or non-slaveholding States of 
the Union; that they declare by the said laws the 
severest penalty for their violation that the consti
tution of the United States will tolerate." 

This plainly expresses a fearful truth that the 
laws upw in force are inadequate to remedy the 

evil ; or, that the non-slaVeholding States will not 
recognize and enforce them according to tlie obli
gation which it was intended they should impose 
on the parties lo the federal compact. 

That compact originated in the interest, and was 
intended for the mutual security, of all its mem
bers. It was adopted by wise and practical slates-
men in a mutual spirit of concession, of compro
mise, and of'justice ; and the abiding guarantee 
for its harmony and preservation, .and perpetuity, 
must be t;oor> FAITH. When that ceases to ope
rate on the confederate States, these guaranties 
will lose the sustaining breath of their life. They 
will be appealed to in vain, when there is a reluc
tance or avej-sion -to observe and enforce them. 
There were some elements of discord, arising from 
dissimilarity of sectional feeling, more than sec
tional interest, to be adjusted by those who framed 
the federal compact. But the great and wise men up-
on w bom the task devolved did not loök upon these 
elétnents a& theoretical philosophers, or speculative 
legislators. " Nor did they suffer sectional prejudice, 
much less sectional bigotry, to control their coun
sels. All the different parties had their peculiar 
rights, and it was the object of all to respect and 
secure thew in subservience to the common desire 
—mutual security—as one people, involved in a 
common destiny. » 

TJie slavelKjlding States, at the time, the strong
est porlion, but from obvious causes, likely to have 
a peculiar position, would not have entered into 
the confederacy without express recognition of their 
institutions, and-without, what they supposed, 
some practical guaranty of their rights'to use and 
en joy them, capable of enforcement. Whilst they 
reserved to themselves the right of determining 
their own po!ir;y in reference to slavery, they claim
ed the right in the constitution of prohibiting Con
gress from interfering with them. Nay more, that 
Congress should protect them against the interfer
ence of others, both against foreign powers and 
against the legislation of their confederate mem
bers. The latief entered into a constitutional 
pledge to give to the slaveholding States tlie. full 
dominion and control over their slaves escaping 
into their'territory, with express stipulations to de
liver up to their masters or owners, • shell fugitives 
as miglifeflèet their escape into a free territory. 

The clause of the Constitution more immediate
ly involved in the subject matter of this report is, 
as follows: See 4th article of the Constitution, 
section 1. 

2. " A person charged in any State with treason, felony, 
or oilier crime, who *iiat| tire from justice, and lie found in 
another State, shal1, on demand of the executive authority 
of the Stale from which he tied, be delivered up, to be re
moved to the Slate having jurisdiction of ihe cfime. 

3d clause. " No person held to service or labor in one State, 
under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in con-
sequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shaMc delivered up on claim 
of the party to whom such service ot labor may be due." 

" The latter clause becomes especially important 
in the consideration <K this subject ; whilst the first 
will shew in what point of view, the States from 
which fugitives may have gone, had a right to re
gard them. In both, the character of. the person 
fleeing must be referred to the understanding and 
laws of the State having the original right and ju
risdiction over him. 

For many years, the clause immediately under 
consideration had a self-sufficing efficacy ; hftving 
all the incidents and advantages conceded to it of 
an extradition treaty. The common practice of the 
times was, an honest and imposing commentary on 
the intention and object of the provision. A slave 
escaping into a non-slaveholding State, could lie 
pursued, and, in general, could be as easily appre
hended there as in the State from which he had 
made his escape. It was not uncommon, as your 
committee have been informed, for judges to re
mand to a slave State to be tried, a person of color, 
an issue involving his freedom; and State courts, 
and judicial and ministerial officers of non-slave
holding States, were in the constant habit of using, 
as a matter of recognized obligation, their jiower 
and agency in bringing about the delivery of a fu
gitive slave to his pursuing master. The risfht of 
the owner to apprehend», where the slave could be 
identified as a fugitive, was not. disputed, much 
less impeded by State laws or the violence of ir
responsible mobs. The paramount authority" of 
the constitution, and its active energy, were ac
knowledged by common consent. 

It executed its provisions by the active coopera
tion of State authority, in the fulfilment of what 
they then recognized as a constitutional duty. The 
duty to " deliver up" seemed to be regarded as equal 
to the right of the owner to demand his escaping 
servant. The term " deliver up," had a meaning 
so pregnant and obvious that it carried with it all 
the obligation", by common consent growing out of 
its use ; as it imparted a conceded right, so it was 
regarded, as containing a perfect obligation. The 
dictate of good .faith found in the non-slaveholding 
States po disposition to evade or deny its obligations. 
The framers of the constitution were then the liv
ing and honest expounders of its meaning and active 
operation. The jealousy of political interest was 
then not strong enough for hostile and unconstitu
tional legisJp,tion. Your committee are not inform
ed that there was, in the early days of this govern
ment, any real occasion calling for remedial legisla
tion on the part of Congress, for the purpose of en
forcing the provisions of' tlje clause of the constitu
tion last referred to. HowTong it would have con
tinued to execute itself, must now be a matter of 
conjecture ; and in the end it may be regarded as 
unfortunate that Congress ever undertook to as
sume any legislation on the subject, as there are 
many reasons to suppose that the States might have 
gone on in the spirit of concurrent duties, to dis
charge their obligations under the constitution.— 
Until 1793, and for many years afterwards, such 
had been the tendency of events. The clause of 
the constitution relative to persons escaping from 
service, had never "been brought to an actual test 
for its enforcement. 

It appears from statements now before the com
mittee. "that, in tiie year 1791, the Governor of 
Pennsylvania, under the provision of the constitu
tion relative to fugitives from justice, made a de
mand on the Governor of Virginia for the surrender 
and delivery of three persons who had been indict
ed in Pennsylvania for kidnapping a negro, and 
carrying him imo Virginia. The Governor of Vir
ginia hesitated as to the course to be pursued, and 
referred the matter fo the Attorney General of the 
Slate, who advised, that the demand ought not to 
be complied with. Upon this refusal, the Governor 
of , Pennsylvania addressed a communication to 
Congress through the President. The President ac
cordingly laid the proceedings before Congress, and 
their deliberations finally resulted in the act of 1793, 
which was passed without opposition, and is as 
follows : 
AN ACT respecting fugitives from justice, and pergons esca

ping from the service ot their majors. 
§ 1. Beit enacted, A-c., That whenever the executive au* 

thority of any State in the t'nion. or of either of tlie Terri
tories northwest or south of the river Ohio, shall demand any 
person as a fugitive from justice, of the executive authority 
of any such State or Territory to which such person shall 
have fled; and shall, moreover, produce, the copy of an in
dictment found, or an affidavit made, before a magistrate ot 
any State or Territory as aforesaid, charging the person so 
demanded with having committed treason, felony, or other 
crime, certified as authentic by the governor or chief magis
trate of the State or Territory from whence the peßon so 
charged lied, it >ha!l be the duty of the executive authority of 
the State or Territory to which such person shall have tied, 
lo cause him or her to be arrested and secured, and notice of 
the arre-t TO be given to the executive authority making such 
demand or lo »Tie agent of such authority appointed to re
ceive the fugitive, and lo L;.usethe fugitive to be delivered to 
such agent when be shall appear : But if no such agent shall 
appear" w ithin six month» from the time of the arrest, the 
prisoner may be discharged. And ali josts or expenses incur-
red in the apprehending, securing and transmitting such tu-
gitive to the State or Territory making such domand, shall 
be paid by such State or Territory. . in 

5 2. That any agent appointed as aforesaid, who shall re
ceive the fugitive into his custody, shall be empowered to 
transmit him or her to the Slate or Territory from which he or 
she has tied. And if any person or persons shall, by force, 
set at liberty, or rescue the fugitive from snch agent while 
transporting, as aforesaid, the person or persons so offending 
shall on conviction, be fined not. exceeding five hundred dof-
iare, 'and be imprisoned not exceeding one year. 

§ 3 That when a person held to labor m any of the L nited 
State* or in cither of the Territories northwest or south of the 
river( Hiio. nnderthe laws thereof, shall escape intoany other 
of tlie .-aid Srates or Territories, the peison to whom such la
bor or service jnay be due, his agent or attorney, is hereby 
empowered to seize or arrest such fugitive from labor, and to 
take him or her before any judee of the circuit or district 
courts of the United States, residing or being within the 
State, or before any magistrate of a county, city, or town 
corporate, wherein such seizure or arrest shall be made, and 
upon proof, to the satisfaction of such judge or magistrate, 
either by oral testimony or affidavit taken before and certified 
by a magistrate of any such State or Territory, that the per
son so seized or arrested doth, nnder the Jaws of the State or 
Territory from which he or she fled, owe service or labor to 
the person claiming him or her, it shall be the duty of such 
judge or magistrate to give a certificate thereof to such claim
ant, his agent or attorney^ whfch shall be sufficient warrant 
for removing the said fugitive from labor to the State or Ter
ritory from which he or she is fled. . , 

§ 4. That any person who «hall knowingly and willingly 

obstruct or hinder such claimant, Iiis agent or attorney, in !0 
sei/.ing or arresting such fugitive from labor, or shall rescue 
such fugitivefrom such claimant, his agent or attorney, when 
so arrested, pursuanttothe authority herein given or'declared; 
or shall harbor or conceal such person, after notice that he or 
sfce was a fugitive from labor, as aforesaid, shall. for either rif 
tne said offences, forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred 
dollars. Which penalty may be recovered by and for the ben-
etit of such claimant, by the action of debt, in any court 
proper lo try the same ; saving, moreover, to the person 
claiming such labor or service. Iiis tight of action for, or on 
account of, thesaid injuries, or either of them. 

Approved, Fcbruaru 12, 1793. 

' The clauses of tRf.se acts are statutory commen
taries upon the understanding of the times, by the 
decision of an unanimous Congress, that the owner 
or his agent had a right to apprehend and seize his 
own slave wherever lie coujd find him, without let 
or hindrance; and, that he had a right to apply as 
'well to the State Courts as to the United Slates offi
cers, for assistance in procuring a certificate for the 
removal of a fugitive slave. The act -was but the 
confirmation of previous usage, and only prescribed 
an uniform ami convenient mode of dealing with 
the subject. It may well be said that it instituted 
no new practice, but only enforced an old one. 
" The colonial history of the country would show 
that, atone poriod, slavery was recognized as a le
gal institution in all the colonies ; and, that in all 
of them a conventional or customaryjlaw prevailed, 
which conferred on the owner of a fugitive slave 
the right to reclaim him wherever he might be 
found." After the revolution, the public sentiment 
of some of the northern States, in which slave la
bor hail beconie of little value, commenced under
going a change. In 1780, Pennsylvania passed an 
act for the grailual abolition of slavery ; and, in the 
same year, Massachusetts made provision for the 
prospective emancipation of her slaves. In a few 
years afterwards, these examples were followed by 
all or nearly all the New England States. The 
southern States, however, for obvious causes, from 
soil and climate and local relations, continued tore-
tain the institution. This state of things was calcula
ted, and, in fact, was leading to angry controversies, 
and to conflicting, and retaliatory legislation, un-
propitious to the harmony and peace of the States. 
The compromises of the constitution, under which 
we entered into the Union, arrested this tendency 
gf things, by containing such guaranties *as gave 
confidence and supposed security to the slavehold
ers of the south. These guaranties and solemn 
pledges were generally observed in good faith until 
about 1819. About that time, the institution of ab
solute slavery (it still being continued in a modified 
form) was expiring under the acts of previous legis
lation in New York. About the same time, the 
voice of discord was heard in the debates on the 
Missouri question. It was, as Mr. Jefferson ex
pressed it, like the sound of a fire bell in the 
night." It roused dormant elements of mischief. 
Sectional prejudice and sectional ambition have as
sumed an alarming shape, weH calculated to arrest 
the profound attention of all patriots who are inter
ested in the perpetuity of the Union. 

From the date referred to, the legislation of the 
non-slaveholding Slates has taken the direction of 
design, and has assumed a form well calculated to 
undermine the guaranties of the constitution and to 
put in jeopardy the rights of the slaveholding por
tion of this confederacy. A justification of these 
remarks will be found by a reference to the acts of 
several non-slaveholding States, ail pervaded by a 
common feeling, and all having, apparently, a sys
tematic aim ; to make war, both upon slavery and 
the political power of slaveholders—a design dep
recated by many non-slavehqlding citizens, but pro
moted by more, it is certain that legislative enact
ments, and even judicial decisions, from the time 
referred to, have assumed a pew character in the 
non-slaveholding States. In New York, 17 John
son's Reports, 4, it has been decided that the State 
courts have no power or right to exercise any juris
diction conferred on them bv an act of Congress ; 
and. as a consequence, that Congress cannot vest in 
the State magistrates and sheriffs and constables 
power to execute the act of 1793, as is attempted by 
that act. Without questioning tlie soundness of the 
decision, it gives to the constitution a different con
struction from that which Congress "unanimously 
entertained at the time the act was passed, and, in 
effect, deprives the slaveholding States of a re
cognised remedy for the security and protection 
of their property. 

The legislation of some of the non-slaveholding 
States has been of a less equivocal character, and 
more palpably unconsiitutional as it has been de
termined, by judicial decisions, the paramount law 
of the land. In all, or nearly all, the eastern and 
northern non-slaveholding States, laws have been 
passed, since 1820, prohibiting, under high penal
ties, the owner of a fugitive slave from apprehend
ing such slave withoutnhe previous authority of a 
magistrate ; and, after an apprehension so effected, 
in many cases, giving the slave the writ of habeas 
corpus and the sight of trial by jury, thus throwing 
vexatious and hostile impediments in the way of the 
owner, well calculated to deter him from asserting 
his rights, and in palpable violation of the consti
tution. 

Your committee have not time to refer specifical
ly to these laws in detail ; and, as they are gene
rally of the same purport, it is unnecessary. One, 
however, must be referred to, not by way of in
vidious distinction, because it was not as objec
tionable in ils provisions as others, but for the rea
son that it has undergone an elaborate judicial in
vestigation, and its character settled by an authori
tative judgment of the Supreme Court. We refer 
to a law of Pennsylvania, passed in 1826. It may 
be remarked here that New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and several other States, had laws 
going beyond this in design and operation. 

The first section of that act provides that, " if any 
person shall, by force and violence, take and carry 
away, or shall cause to be taken and carried away, 
or shall, by fraud and false pretence, seduce or 
cause to be sed uced, or shall attempt to take and 
carry away, or to seduce any negro or mulatto from 
any part of that commonwealth, with a design of 
selling and disposing of, or causing to be sold, or of 
keeping and detaining, or of causing to be kept and 
detained such negro or mulatto as a slave or ser
vant for life, or for any term whatsoever, every 
such person, by aiding and ahettiug, «fee., shall, on 
conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of felony,and 
shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than five hun
dred or more than one thousand dollars ; and, 
moreover, shall undergo imprisonment for any term 
or terms of years not less than seven nor more than 
twenty-one years, and shall be kept anil confined 
to hard labor." 

There are other provisions of Ihe statute in ex
press conflict with the act of 1793, to which it is 
unnecessary to advert on this occasion. 

One Prigg was indicted under this statute for 
taking and carrying away a certain negro woman, 
named Margaret, into the State of Maryland, with 
tlie design and intention of selling and disusing of 
and keeping her as a servant foriife contrary to tlie 
statute. The defendant pleaded not guilty to the 
indictment, and at the trial, the jury found a special 
verdict, which, in sub tance, states that the negro 
woman, Margaret Morgan was a slave for life, and 
held to labor and service under and according to the 
laws of Maryland, to a certain Margaret Ashmore, a 
citizen of Maryland ; that the slave escaped and fled 
to Pennsylvania in 1832; that the defendant, as 
the legally constituted agent of 3Iarsraret Ashmore, 
in 1837, caused the said woman, Margaret, to lie 
taken and apprehended as a fugitive from labor by 
a State constable, undera warrant from a Pennsyl
vania magistrate ; that the said woman was there
upon brought before the said magistrate, who re
fused to take further cognizance of the cause ; and 
thereupon the defendant did take and carry away 
the said negro, <fcc., out of Pennsylvania into 
Maryland, and did deliver her to her owner, Marga
ret Ashmore. , 

Upon this state of facts, the courts in Pennsylva
nia. both on the circuit and on appeal, adjudged 
that the defendant was guilty of the crime charged. 
In effect, holding that a citizen of a slaveholding 
State could not pursue and apprehend Iiis fugitive 
slave in a non-slaveholding State. 

The cause was carried to the Supreme Court ol 
the United States, and there underwent discussion 
and investigation becoming the magnitude of the 
questions involved in it. The case is to be found 
reported 16 Peters. 611. The essential question, in-
volving the guilt or innocence of the accused, de-
pended upon the proper construction of the article 
of the constitution relative to fugitive slaves, and 
the act of 1793, made to enforce it. And that 
question presented this important consideration to 
the court : Had the owner of a fugitive slave, 
escaping into a non-slaveholding Sta», the right to 
apprehend and seize him or her in such State, as 

one of the incidents of perfect ownership? The 
act of Pennsylvania had made it criminal for one 
to make such seiztire of his own slave while in the 
territorial limits of Pennsylvania. Judge Story 
delivered the judgment of tne Supreme Court, re
versing, on all the points, the judgment below. 
Upon the point just referred to, his judgment is full 
and instructive, lie uses the following language : 
" Historically, it is well known that the object of this 

.clause was to secure lo the slaveholding States the compléta 
right and title of ownership in their slaves, as property, in 
every State in the Union into which they might escape 
from the State where they were held in servitude. The rail 
recognition ol the right and title was indispensable to these-
curity ot this species of property in all the slaveholding 
States ; and, indeed, was so vital to the preservation of the 
domestic interests and institutions, that it cannot be doubted 
that it constituted aTfundamental article, without the adop-
tion of which the Union could not have been formed.'' 

This clause was of such controlling and para
mount importance to the Southern States, that they 
in effect made it a sine qua non; the non-slavehold
ing States seemed to have regarded it in the same 
light, for the clause was adopted into the constitu
tion by the unanimous consent of the framers of it. 

The clause manifestly contemplates the existence 
of a positive, unqualified right on the part of the 
owner of the slave, which no State law or regula
tion can, in any way, qualify, regulate, control or 
restrain. It puts tlie rights of the owner, with all 
its incidents, upon the same ground in all the 
States. His-right, to be perfect, must be the same 
in all the non-slaveholding Slates, as in the State 
from which the fugitive fled. The owner must, 
therefore, have the right to seize and repossess the 
slave, which the local laws of his own State confer 
on him as property, and that is a right recognized in 
all the slaveholding States. 

Thus far, the right of the owner to apprehend his 
slave is well recognized and maintained by the 
opinion ; but there is another question of more com
plexity involved in the discussion of the case: 
How shall he ohlain the possession when there is 
a detention or denial of right on the part of indi
viduals ? The constitution is explicit that a slave 
escaping into a non-slaveholding State shall not be 
discharged from service or labor, but shall be de
livered up, on the claim of the party to whom such 
labor may lie due. For many years, as has been 
stated, the State authority, both judicial and min
isterial. contributed actively to aid in measures for 
the delivery of the fugitive to his master. The act $ 
of '93 pre-supposes such an agency to be implied as 
^n obligation of duty. One of the grounds taken 
in the case adverted to was that (-ongress, having 
exclusive jurisdiction over the subject, was bound 
to supply and enact all the legislation that might.be 
required to carry fully into effect the article of the 
constitution ; and that, therefore, the States had no 
authority to legislate one way or the other on the 
subject—that is, either to provide for the delivery of 
a fugitive, or to impair the rights of the citizens of 
slaveholding States in a remedy aff orded by the 
laws of the Union. The court decided that the 
power of legislation being exclusive in Congress, 
iiould not. for any purpose, be concurrent in the 
States. The consequences of tlie decision could 
not have been foreseen ; and inferences have been 
drawn from it by most of the non-slaveholding 
States, certainly repugnant to the drift of the deci
sion, and in violation of the spirit of the constitu
tion, and in opposition to ancient usage ^id con
temporaneous construction. w 

The views which were taken by Chief Justice 
Taney, evince the circumspection and wisdom of a 
great constitutional magistrate. They are the 
views which the framers of the constitution had 
taken, and which seemed to have been confirmed 
by a mutual understanding of the States for many 
years. 

The chief justice concurred with the court en
tirely in all that was said in relation to the right of 
the master, by virtue of the 3d clause of the 2a sec
tion of 4th art. of the constitution, to arrest his slave 
in any State wherein he might find him ; and in 
pronouncing the law of Pennsylvania, under which 
Prigg was indicted, unconstitutional and void. 
His reasons for this opinion are strikingly out. He 
does not. regard any other question as necessarily 
involved in the case, so far as it regarded thfe inno
cence or guilt of the party charged—nor do the 
committee. 

The court did, however, go on to say, and per
haps to decide, that the power to provide a remedy 
for the master was exclusively vested in Congress ; 
and that all laws upon the subject, passed by the 
States since the adoption of the constitution, are 
null and void ; even although they were intended, 
in good faith, to protect the owner in the exercise of 
Iiis rights of property, and do not in any way con

flict with the act of Congress. So far from main
taining that the States are prohibited from interfer
ing by legislation to protect and aid the master, the 
learned chief justice says : " They are not prohibi
ted ; but, on the contrary, it is enjoined upon them, 
as a duty, to protect and support, the owner when he 
is endeavoring to obtain possession of his property 
found within their respective territories." It doe* 
seem to the committee, that this view of the matter 
is unanswerable. The argument so ably sustained 
is summed up in one sentence: "The States are, 
in express terms, forbidden to make any regulation 
to impair the master's right; but there the proliibition 
stops." Justices Thompson and Daniel, in well 
sustained judgments, concurred with the chief jus
tice. Judge Thompson said he had filed his opinion 
principally to guard against the conclusion that, 
by my silence, I assented to the doctrine that all 
legislation on the subject rested exclusively in Con
gress, and that all State legislation, in the absence 
of any law of Congress, is unconstitutional and 
void. Several of the non-slaveholding States, 
those to the east and north esjiecially, have, since 
the above decision was made, which was in 1842, 
shaped their legislation in such a manner as to re
peal all State laws in favor of a master in pursuit . 
of his fugitive slave, holding such laws as uncon
stitutional, and as a dead letter on the statute book. 
And these States, or many of them, have gone 
much further, and have passed laws making it ]ienal 
for the judicial and ministerial officers to interfere 
or give aid in the apprehension and delivery of 
a fugitive slave to his owner. Instead of being 
friends under the constitution, to afford active aid 
in the delivery, they have devised a system of hos
tile legislation to deprive him of aid. Instead of 
being allies to discharge an obligation imposed on 
them, they have become hostile opponents to de-
feat it. 

Let these laws speak for themselves. The fol -
lowing are the laws of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. Having an identity of design they use the 
same language : 

5 1 No judge of any court of record in this State, and no 
justice of the peace, shall hereafter lake cognizance or grant 
a certificate in ca-.cs that may arise nnder the thinl «cüon of 
Ihe act ol' Congress, passed February U, 1/JJ. and entitled 
'• \|| act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons es
caping from" the serviceof their masters to any person who 
claims any other person as a fugitive slave within the jnns-

'sheriff deputy-sheriff, coroner, constable, jailor, 
or other officer of' this Slate, shall hereafter arrest or detain, 
or aid in the arrest or detention or imprisonment, in any jail 
or other building belonging to this ntate, or to any conntj;, 
city, or town thereot. of any person for the reason that he u 
claimed as a fugitive slave. 

5  3  A n y  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  p e a c e ,  sheriff, deputy-sheriff, coro
ner constable, or jailor, who shall offend against the provi
sions of this law m any way, directly or indirectly, under 
the power conferred by the third section of the actot Con
gress aforementioned, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding nvs 
hundred dollars for every such offence, to the u>e oftbebtate. 
or shall be subject to imprisonment, not exceeding six month* 
in the county jail. 

Laws of the same effect are now in force in all 
the northern and eastern States, and in some of the 
northwestern non-slaveholding States. 

This subject was very much discussed during 
the last session of the legislature of New York ; and 
as an evidence of public opinion in that State, it 
may be stated that one of the branches of that le
gislature gave its sanction to a bill to prohibit the 
State officers from interfering to assist a master, im
posing high penalties on such as should give active 
aid to the owner in his efforts to apprehend bis fugi
tive slave. It seems that this bill did not pass, upon 
the ground that State officers had no authority tinder 
State laws, they being a dead letter ; and that, 
therefore, there was an implied inhibition on state 

-officers from interfering in such ca-es. 
What remedy have the slaveholding States now 

left for the enforcement of their constitutional ngti 
to the delivery of their projierty escaping into non-
slavehold ing communities ' They have the 
ment guaranty of the Constitution, without ability 
to enforce it themselves, and with the hostile legis
lation of the non-slaveholding States to defeat them. 

What now is left for the citizens of the slave-
holding Slates, as the available means, under the 
constitution, to protect those rights intended to be 
secured by it Public opinion, the only great poU-


