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China and the Ohinose.
THE MONAROHY, GOVERNMENT, LANGUAGE, AND CHAR-
ACTERINTIO QUALITING OF THE CHINESE,

are parental affsction, filial phety, veneration fur
learning, reepect for mbmi-lon o rule, i
tality and industry. is, alas ! another
to the picture : thuy are profligate to a frightful ex-
tent ; chastity is unknown among the jower onders
of women, and is only preserved amongst the hi
by wtriot wenfusion ; they are deficient in ity,
both in wond snd deed. Distrusting all, they are
cunning and jealous beyond measure ; sorvile and
shjeet to their superiurs, they exhibit tymuny and
injustics to all below them. Gain is the end of &
Chinaman's lifs, and he reganls not the means by
which be sitaine it.  All classes, from the highest
in the lowest, nrs nddicted to gambling, and frand
is provalent in their very amusements, However,
thers is one tealt in a Chinaman's character which
is worthy of imitation, and that is fliul piety, which
i corminly carried to & very great extent, and 1
have known instances where servants have hoanded
up all their earnings with serupnions care, in order
1o contribnte 10 the comfort of their aged parents,
A non s often permitted to suffer punishment for a
fisther who bas infringed the laws of his country ;
and should the officers of justica be unable to find
& son who bas been ruilty of any offance or crime,
they delibemutely put the father into prison, knowing
full well that the delinquant will soon appear to
liberate his parent.  Nothing is so sbhurrent 1o all,
both high uad low, as filial disobedisnce, which s
seversly ponishod by law, from policy. The Em-
peror culis himseli what be ought to be, the Father
of his people, and wisoly considers he will not hs
ded in that light, or treated with becoming

The Chiness Monarchy being absol without
the slightest check, tho punishments of the empire
are most cruel, and ill-proportioned to the crimea
for which they are ssverally inflicted ; for the
slightest offence, n mandarin is degrmded, bankshed,
and deprivad of all property. It frequently hap-
penn that the Emperor not only visits the sine of the
father upon his children, but extends his wrath to
the collaters! branches of the family, inflicting
upon thom the same punishment proncunced upon
the offender.  The abe ble system of espi ra
was never carried 1o & greater extent either in
Franve or Austris, than that which is practiced in
Chinn; the smallest sxpression, which may be
sonstrued into 1 reflection upon the Emperor, bs re
ported to him, sod the eculprit’s punishment is
death. The Emperor, when he condemns an old
favorite, ns & mork of favor, sends him a sword,
with an intimation that he may take nway his own
fife; his denth is frequently followed by the exscu-
ton of his children, and nearost relations, Theft
is punished with the bastinndo, and torture. Man-
slnughter and homicide are clamed with murder,
and capitally punished ; this makes the Chiness
even liesitats to appronch a dead body, or give in-
formution if they have seen one, lonst they sbould
be nocused of the deed. There are varions modes
of infiicting capiml pusishwents; snmetimes the
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culprit is behended, or strangléd by the bow-atring ;
at others, that most cruel practice of hewing the
living vietim to pieces is resorted to. The ox-
ummti’:-i are ﬁn!:"urendm:dmn t:exmnl. Linl
parts being carefully avoi in order to ong
the pain and suffsring of the victim. Fllxpn'l“di--
obedience is considered a crime nest in umcil( o
murdar, and is punished by the bastinado, and se-
vere beating with bamboos of various sizes. When
a man becomes rich, and, in Lis folly, or through

pamimony, neglscts 10 present offsrings, or, in
other words, to bribs the mandarin of his distriet,
he is invarisbly nocused of swome alfence, seized,

and tortured, to extract some of his wealth, The
modes of torture are various—hut those generally
adopied are, the rack, and gradual roasting hefore
n slow fire,

Traffic In opium ix most soversly punisbed ; n
man detectad in smoking opium, s put to the tor-
tury, uniil ho gives up thename of the person from
whom he beught l[:-v poison—and each person,
throngh whoass hands it s traced, is similarly dealt
with, until the smuggler is discovered. The offand-
ers sre punished by the bastinado, pillory, banish-
ment aud forfeiture of property. This punishment
hias often been extended to the son and hrothers of
the emuggler. Tha reason that punishments for
smoking and smogeling oplom are mrely heand of,
is owing to the presenta and bribes which are
heaped upon the mandsrinn by thove who are guilty
of practicing thoss offences. in, W
he discovers an offender, is able to carry on & most
profitabla trade, by holding the secusation in fer-
rorum ovor him, till he bas squeezed all he can out
of him. Bribery and corruption are carried on to
an enormous extent throughont the whole stats and
and are in o great measurn countenanced by the
emporar, if not the immedints result of his will
He remunerates his viceroys, mandasine and other
sorvants, with salsries 20 absunily low, as to be
quite inndequate to the support of their respect-
ive starione. There are no judges, properly speak-
ing, to admininter the laws, but each mandarin
exercises the office of judge over ull beneath him,
including even ile mandarine who are his inferiors
inrank. All important cases, however, nre reforred
0 the emperor in pemon.

Thers are considerable diff:rences of opinion
relative 1o the population of China, the estimated
aecount varying from thres hundred o three hun-
dred and sixty-five milli while the populati
of Canton slons is computed by some at one million
two hundred and thiry-six , by others
even higher. When we take into consideration the
vast multitude who reside upon the river Canton,
the pumbers who reside in each boat, and the
dense mftinner in which these bouts are congregated
togethior, the immense lation residing in the
streets of the eity uu! its suburbs—ono houwe,
among the lower and sret classes, being often
inbabiied by three or founr generations—it is far
from ineredible that the whole population on the
river, in the city nud without, the wall may amount
to 1,236,000, All the vilinges, towns and cities of
Chinn, with the rivem in their vicinities, are

jed apparently 1o the same extant, ‘nud it most
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be remembered that ths aguatic p N possess

respect, shoul] his subjects be deficiont in filial obe-
dirnee to their natural parents.  The following are
some of the morml mexims among the Chinese upon
the suhjsct, extractsd from their ancient sages, and
hung about thefr dwelling=, which are worthy of
the most refined and enlightened nation :

* Lat a son honor his pasents, not observing their
faults, which he should canefuliy conceal ; he may,
however, remonstrate thres times with them rela-
tive to their fuulta; sbould they disregard him, ke
must obeerva towands them the same undiminished

ety
e’ )A son should never refer to old nge or infirm.
ities before his parents."

“Let every other ocenpation be promptly laid
nside to answer a paront’s eall."”

“8hould his parenta be in tronbld, a son must
not visit noe meelve his frisnds, Should they be
ill, hin dress and countenmnce should ex hin
worrow ; he should refraln from music, and he must
particularly resist gotting inio s pamsion.”

“To have a proper estimntion of filial duty, & sen
shoold attend to ‘1.5 parents when they speak ; ho
should ses them, though not in their presence.”

“ A son should be careful that his father and
mother are warm in winter and eool in summer,
He shonid visit their chamber night and morning,
to inquire after them, anul see they reguire nothing.™

“ Jtis not proper that u son should Ait on the sane
mat as his faiher.”

Would thatall the vther moml lessons inculcatsd
by their anclent sges weme equally observed with
the preceding ! Were sueh the case, China would
be one of the most moral nations in the warld, in-
stead of the most depraved

1 must riot omit to mention, that the Turks am
not greater fatalists than the Chinese. 1 have heard
of & Chinese merchant at Canton, who was smok-
ing his pipe at the time the intelligence was brought
to him, that his warehouse, which was filled with
the most valuable merchandise, was on fire, who
coolly replied, “ Maskie,” (which i the Anglo-
Chinese for ** Never mind™) and added, * If s to
burn, it will bumn ; if not, it will not!" hethen very
quist!y continued 1o smoke his pipe. Ths Chiness
are all grea: stoics in thelr way, and have been
known 10 endure the grentest bodily suffering and
wriurs, which they have borne without flinching
miher than surrender their wealth, Suill, during
the late war, thers were many instgnces where ter-
ror so far prevailed, that they seem to have been
netusted 10 adopt very dissimilar courses @ for in-
sinace, Upon entering & town, our troops have found
written, in Iarge characters, in the Chiness lan-
guage, over the doors of many houses, ** Tnke all
wa have, but spare our lives.” In other towns,
which they found completely deserted, horribied
spectacies awaited them ; in every houss they en-
tored, the wretched women wem found with their
throats cat, some cold and others dying ; in othar
plinces, tha walls have been found filled with fe-
males, and the women have been soen in the act of
drowning themselves and their offspring.  Again,
on entering the residence of a very wealthy man,
the howe was found deserted by sll but the pro-
pristor, who was dixcovered, partially consumed,
sented fn hia richest robes, and bound to his chair,
in the midst of his books, furniture, and vaiuables,
which were piled in heaps around him, and set on
fire. ‘This again seams to be contrary to the char-
actar or profession of the individoal, who proved to
be one of thelr greatest plilosophers.

There are threo prevailing desires implanted in
the brenst of every Chinaman. First, he anxiously
looks for muale offspring, to p-r‘tumv his name nud
sacrifice to his manes ; secondly, he labors indefati-
gably to acquire landed property, to enrich his off-
° ; and, thirdly, he desires l'nnp-vn , in order
l;::l may live to soe his ehildron’s children in the
enjoymont of the wealth he has sccumulnted.

“Tug Insorzxcx oy Orrior."—The follow-
ing, from tha N. Y. Journal of Commerce, will find
subjscts in this Intitude as well as at the North:

We find no complaint so universal as that of im-

olitencss, and oven insolence, in persons who
R‘lppcn 10 be ina position to forget propriety and

o unpunished. It fs well to bonr in mind that po-
rm-rw-- is exactly ux choap as rodeness, and that in
the long run it in much cheaper. Clorks in public
offices are especinlly remarknble in this respoct, as
also officers of steamboats and conductors on mil-
ronds. It isa capital wethod to wmake one's sif

)

no habitations upon the Jand. Where these facts
are considered with the vast extent of the empire,
whose inhabitants mrely, if sver, migrute—it
would, by no means, be astopishing to find as the
result of 20 accumts consus, that its total popula-
tion even exceedad the Inrgerestimats ol 365,000,000,
The sound of the spoken Junguage is exceedingly
disagreeable toan unnocustames! sxr, from the pacu-
linrity of its monosyliabic pronnneistion, which ia
uttered in n measured tone.  Alth the written
language is univenally uudemtood throughout
Chunn, yet the spoken language of one province is
uninselfigible to the inbabitanis of another, and they
are constantly obliged to express their idens by the
formation of charsowrs, and they may be frequently
seendoing »o, by menns of their fore-fingor, writing
them, ms it wers, in the air. In the written lan-
Jhey sy, there ars 80,000 charactars or hiero-
lyphics, each of which stands for a word, The
5lmmhy. then, of u'qmnnf s perfect knowledge of
the written fany » must be apparent to all : but
it has of Tv:l and evident advantage, that of al-
ways rennining the stme, an the chameter or symbol
weill alwayw repressnt the object_or thing originally
intended to he represented ; unliable to vanation,
which is not the cage in o spokan language alpha-
betically writter, which is constantly subjeet 10 va-
rintions in the sound or orthogmphy, arising from
fashion or caprice. The Europestis who have stu-
died the Chiness language, usoally divids it into
four distinet dinlecis—namely, the Kow-ou-an,
which is not sed st prasent, except by philosophers
and sages, who sre much enamored of it ; Owen-
le-hang, which is urad for itssulilimity, and adapted
1o complimentsry compasitions snd i-flown tlat-
tery. 'This language, or dinloot, in held next in es-

ppy, totreat every one upon whom he may
confer n favor, with roughness and it-manners,
An official may reply 1o a_question which is axked
with all politeness—*' ! haven't time 10 anewer
weations, "’ ns we lward one of this ciass reply a
jow days sines in a public office. In that reply
were contained four words more than wonld have
answered the query ; but the clack choee 10 sand
nway a gentleman with an intimation that he waxs
impertinent, and to render himsell unhuppy in the
reflsction that he had been actually ungentlemanly,

The world would move along much mure easily
than it now does, if the miles of politences and

ntleness ware better observed. [t drags alon
g:l\-’“)‘ when, as 0o hmpmull;. the \_\hedn Inck
the oil of kindnees. It will be found in goneral,
that, except when sel -interest directly prompts the
other course, men in public officen, particularly
clerks and thoss dependent on individual pomina-
ton nod not popular votes, for their pinces, are the
most habitual negicctors of the ordinary rles of
ctiquette.  We have always chosen o regard their
conduet in office as a fair test of their claim to po-
sition out of i1 ; and cannot regard may roan as a
genteman who finds any excuse iu sny time or
place for Inying aside the name.

Goop.—While the stesmer Michi was lying
at Detroit, on a trip down, & mw- Hoowior
entored the cabin, and confronting s Inrge pier
glnes, which is framed and sel sumething like a
wata-room door, carelemly addressed his reflecting
image with the inquiry :

" When's this boat goin’ eout 1" X

Pending the answer, ha leisurely cast his syes
around the :hin, surveyi (nwmmn“ ¥
and receivigg no responss, f—

“ I say, y'::‘i when's this "ere boat goin® eout "

the sam o

&hﬂ point

Sciences ; whence, na from a renter, they have be-
cume extended wxhelnmﬁmc;nn:hnh.
It was there the original familios of our race dwelt,
and the inventive faculties of Mun were first do-
veloped. It was from the sancient inhabimants of
:‘fx‘luc"x tndm mu;l;o{fl‘);: Mschines -
o Arts, and nota o i

sosn at thiv day, were derived. o

That man at the first imitated the lower animals
in quenching his thirt at the running stream, thers
ean be nodoubt. It was natural, and becauss it
was so, his descendants have always been fouml,
when under wimilar circumstances, o follow his
example. The inhabi of New Holland, and

other savages, quench their thirst in this manner,
(i 0. by lying down.) The inhabitants of Califor-
nia were observed by Shelvock in 1719, to pursus
the same method. ** When they wamt to drink
I.bc“t‘gu to the river.”

Tt heathen Deitios, who in general wers dis-
tinguished men and women, who were idolized after
death, ars represented ns practising this and similar
primeval custotne.  Thus Ovid describes Latonn on
a journey, and languishing with thiret, sho arrives
at a brook—

Stooped a

Ar 3
e ke et W ..i;..l":‘..,":‘_l&"éem. v, 500,

When circumstances rendered it difficult to rench
the liquid with the mouth, then *“the Acllow of the
hand ' was used 10 transfer it

Gideon's soldiers pursued both modes in allayi
their thimt; and it was the pmctice of the X
which Diogenes” witnessed in a boy at Athens,
which induced that philsopher 1o throw away his
Jug, as an implement no longer necessary.  Virgil
Tepresents E'Nl‘- :&i‘nu it

waler " "

From Tyber's —(Etp:l;.:.“lfndn

And Twmus, in the alsence of a suitable vessel,
made libations in the semo way. The practice

Was cuinmon. A
b e S F
en 8
And lolldl lb:;-:wv; lh;v':‘:ull.; am.vl:-em'
‘Al sunrise the Dmhmine tmke water outof &
tank with the hollow of their hande, which they
throw sometimes behind and sometimes before
them, invoking Behma.™
Herodotun, describing the Nasamones, an sncient
reople of Northern ‘#&m. observes, ' when
plodge their word they drink alernately from eac!
other's hands ;l" (b, i‘\'. 172,)a custom llgl

>

among their Itie, ing to Dr.
Shaw, *'the culy ceremony that is used by the Al-

gurines in their mnrrhw'
A Hindoo, says Mr. Ward, “drinks out of a hrass

oup, or takes up liquids in the balls of his hands."
I'his mode of drinking may appear to ue

and awkward ; but in warm elimates, the flexibili-
ty of the human body, and costom, make the per-
formance of {5 easy and not ungraceful.—Ewbank’s
Hydraulics.

Frasineo.—The Flamingo is » remarkable wa-
tor fowl. It is one afthe tallest and most beautiful.
Ii» body, which iz about the size of that of the
swan, i covored with plumags of the most birilliant
searlet. Itn legn and neek ars of %0 extmordinary
a lengdx'h, tl‘urwhe'?' I;Lllnlnd- erect, it is between
nix and saven feet ts wings, when expand-
ed, rench about ﬂv;‘ fort uuln:'hdﬁ The bill,
which is formed like a bow, is red and
black, and not less than seven inches in length,
The legs and thighs, which are not muoch thicl
than & man's mer. are about two feet and three.
ri‘hu;nnn loog, the neck more than three fest.
The toks are united with a web, like thoss of a

govee.

This extrnordinary fowl, although once well

known in Burape, is now found only on the Afri-

canand American consts,  Iis benuty, its size, and

the peculiar delicacy of i‘n flesh and tongue, have
S 80 S :
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thag it has long since desorted the shores frequent-

od by men, and taken refugs in those that are yet
but thinly . The of this bird was
onoe thought the greatest of delicacies. The Ro-

mane considered it as the most el
history informs ns that one of their had
‘qﬁm hundred of them served up at one of his
enste,
When the Europeans first visited America and
the nouth}em hﬁ;: o; Afn‘:n, they found the*flamin-
on the » of ench continent, perfectly gen-
5?,'....1 not in the lenst distrustfal of nqzk’;i
When the fowlesr discharged his ploce them,
:ilu:v!d“;f: Mi!«l;bglh ;‘l‘un;'i ol"lrt;:;r. which ren-
o m inca) e of flight. regarded the
finll of their companions with a fixed astonishment ;
and when shot r shot was discharged, the
whole flock was sometimes levelled befors

them began to think of eseaping. Misfortune, how-
ever, teaches Ymmmha 10 every creaturs ; and
the disastors which the flamingo has experienced
futal effects of fire um!hum:dudh
M sl
koepa near the salt water lnkes, and swampy h,;
-h:m'm the most inhospitable and unfrequented

ures.

When sean during the day, thess birds alwaysap-
pear in a flock of two or hundred together,
drawn up in n closs line ; and that

lh-r_h,r-n

wbi:cn thn;‘vbwd at a distance, l’ l::-&;:
the ayo the exact representation of &

wall. When they break their ranks to search for
food, one of them is always appointed as a wateh ;
and as soon ns the trusty sentinel perceives the re-
motest & oo of danger, ho gives & reream as
lovd and as schrill s the sound of a trumpet, and
in & moment the whole flock is on the wing.

The flamingo builds its nest in extensive marshes,
wlhiere there is no danger ohum‘n; and the fab-
ric is an greata curioity as architeet.
raised about a foot and a half above the surface
the pool, and i formed of mud, which is hardenad
in son. It resombles the frustrum of &
orone of thows pots which are commonly
upon chimneys. On the top, it is hollowed ont to
the shape of the bird, and in that eavity the female
deposits her eggs, which never excoed two in num-

ber. 'The young ones are & time before thoy
can fly, but dw{ run with ng spoed.  When
tken young, they ars very tractable, and easily

tutned.—Bigland’s Natural History.

From Vexzzuzra—We find the folluwing lot-
ter in the N. Y. Journal of Commerce, duted Porto
Cabello, Oct. 4, 1848:

1 beg to inform you that the
eleven vessols of war in this port, g 1o leave
for Maracaibo to enfores the blac! 3 aid, if pos-
sible, they will fores the bar of that place, in order
w0 attack the constitutional squadron now upon the

- os;n - Intentions of
the so-called governmant of Gen. Monngns. Gen.
Pacz in at the islami of Curagoa, meditating, it is
roported, & descent at sote point on this coani.  The
many mverses which the constitutional or Paez
party have met with in the conrse of the war, bave
tended 1o dishearten them, and if thejr squadron
should e the Monagas fleet, aud be defeated,
the cause of civil [iberty and order must rest for &
length of time in_abeyancs, until the masses shall
become moro enlightened with regard to their own
rightsund interests. Business is very dull here, io-

fleet of

deed, and will not rovive again before the R
won, h commences in November next.
at 5a5%e. ; hides, Sadle. ; indigo, 6i reals per Ib. ;

tmation, by the Inehr.m, to dwblls';:x-ouici-i The
Kow-ha-mo, or conrt language, which is in-
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