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Correspondence of the Crescent.
The Weather—Duanger af 5 Travvi—President Bona-
parte~French Affairs~— European Wants—The Astor
Library—=Bank of Commerce—Stave Case, ete.
New Youx, Jan. 13th, 1549,

Eds, Cresy The weather ks to.day moderated very
sensibly, and Y wow fine, c'ear and sparkling. without
being dangerous to vose nad ear. Limbs, however, von-
tinue 10 suller, and many sre the legs nnd arms that demand
repain of damages 1ocoived 1rom the thousand and ove ene-
mies that lnrk in every path. The icc on the side. walks is
ooe of the woist of the o, but ot the only oue that reflects
disoredit upon the polos regolations of (he city. Almost
every streel—in which (e iravel by stages and carts i not
wrent—that presents & dee'ivity of any extont, s crowded
with boyy, ench boy atiach d 10 8 sled, and stanting from the
more wlevated points (hey msh Jown, uitedy regandloess of
Iife or limb, either of hemeaives or of pesons pacsing, fre.
quently coming in contact with each other, and inflicting
injuries, often of a nrious ter. Two or three ladies
have been seriously buit in this manner, und yot the nubance
continues unabated

The Ameiica bringy ve President Bonapurie's msugural
address, which | presume has been lorwanded o youo, rer.
batim, by Telegmph. It 1+ worthy of &'l commendation,
especially in point of brevity.  Its sentiment m as demooratic
na sny aver utteted by his lustrious predecessor and uncle,

The fint nct of Citizon Honapurie, it is to be observed,
savon of wonarchy. The composition of & Ministry is
referred to & Previier — M. Odilion Barrot. His magnani,
mous treatment of Cavaignac was princely, nnd there is
fittle doubt that the General taliy appreciated the motive of
biv ndvances, He, howsver, 'ittle as he reganin the policy of
mere expodience, thonght it bost not 1o give ** the Prince ™'
the vold shoulder, sad besitatod but a moment to receive the
tendered hand,

1 have no idea that Louws Napoleon is going 10 be satisfied
with the position of a Presulent merely—anid even if he him.
il were 30 disposed , his /rionids wonld not fuil 1o change
Iis disposition. The ccoud Sundsy in May, 1954, is three
yours amd a half distant i 1ho Tolure, and wuch o period
affords ample tme—~in Fance emesially—for the public
mind to undergo 8 change. No chauvge of chameter takes
place in France ; the Franchman of 10 day differs nothing
from the Freuchman of | An VI, slthough be wnay seem,
and really be, ditferent lrom the Frenchman of yestenlay.
He loves change, but iv vnchaugrable. Heobs nuchangeably
changeable. But “estenlay Lamartine was his ido!, but soon
hurled from lis high porition, Cavaignac was placed upon
the pedestal, and recaiveil the homage now transterred to
President Louis, aml won 1o b given to the Frince, ot
diverted to anvther mushroom haro.

Gormany wanw an emperor | and 19 doe: France; snd
the trath can not well be i o) o that vach an srticle, under
0ne name or another, s 6 neoe-sary evil thronghont Eorope]
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, and similar catoh.words, are
catch-words only. They will woon grow unpopular, and
then again unlawiul,

Nothing of impoitance is going on in the Legislature to.
duy up to two o'closk. Inthe Senate, the bill to incorporate
the Astor Libmry Tinsters was passed, ooe man, Floyd,
voting in the negative

The Telegraph reports thn weather in Albany as rather
verging on the tovere, At suniie this moming the mercury
sood at 28 degmes below zero, und at 10 o, M. at16, The
Telegraph snd Madame Rumor resembie each other in point

of credt—their word har 1o be taken nlwaps with an
allowance,

The Bank of Commerce of this city has to.day published
its quaiterly ropoit, wud ihows an enormons bulnes socount.
I round nombers its reoun 5 ane

Loans and Disconnts, .., bas

Real Estats, Stock and Promis ory Notes

Cush and Cash ltoms T

Expense Account,

.. 998,744 900
1,079 600

« 1,357 000
.40

Profits 8319,000—within w st time *'Lhe IJIM(*I!.:::‘I“;H“O(”.“
A branch of the mewnt lave cre comes up 10.morrow
before one of the Broosiva couts, in the form of a suit by
Clayton, (one of the Brooklyn officers who seizod the negro
tn New York,) agnivat the officers who arres'ed hitn (Clay.
ton) as oneof the abdocias. He provecstes those officers
for dumages, etc. Youn, etc Isvicaror.

The Law of Libel=Moges ¥ h=—New York Buank.
ing—Heavy Dame ~The West India Mail—Eng-
lish we anid Cant—American Securities—Floating
Iee"®lifornia Feeer—Fire, cte

New Yong, Jan, 13th, 1849,

Messrs, Editors . The law of libel in New York State is
a curosity,  Almost every Judge ou the bench eatertuins
views different from bs fullow Judges, and expounds the law
to snit thosw views. Une presiding Judge will toll the Jury
that the * greater tho truth, the grestor the libel,'” and
another, thag if the nllodged libelons matter be true, it is no
libel and (hi wast he no damagen.

For the last two duye we hava had » libel cnseon the carpet
of the Superior Coun, 1o ewing, per ar, no pasticular inter.
out, but illosteating i it aue, the olastic chinmacter of our
code.

John Thompson, & Hioker in Wall strest
editor of n Bunk Note Reporter, prosees
& Sons fora hibel, which « ted in the " 8y ubout a
yeur and ahalf ago. Tho Heach was u speculator in banks
s well as a newspaper pablishar. and conducted the two
branches of his business v the same office.  Une concern he
startesl himsell, nndes the lee banking law of this State,
and calied it the ** Manutacturen’ Bank of Ulster.” The
bills purporting to be tned » tiage of that nume, were
roally issued at the Sun Offiow in this city, principally in
paying ofl the numerons smployses of his extablishment,
paper.makeis, ofc. By this arrungement, onebalf of one
per cent. was clears! on #/l the paper redeemed, and as large
amounts were contimually retuining, and being reisued, his
profits were immenss.  Not eatistind, however, with ane-half
per cont. profit for haudling n il once, hostruck out & scheme
by which he could make 1wo and & half. This was to be
done, and wes done, by the purchae of two old chartars of
banks in other States ; one i Now Jersey and one in Flo-
nda. These he paid out. or procuid o be wsued &t par,
and redeemed them for reivsnance at rates of disconnt vary.
ing from one and a ka'f 10 two aud & bs'l, or thres per cent,,
until it suited his inteiest (o raise the mte. Doring the time
that he was desirous that the bils of one of these banks
should stamd well with the ¢ y, Th d
in quoting them in lits Reporter at sbout their real value—
from forty to sixty ceats on the doilar. This excited Mr
Beach's ire, and henoe the il

Thompson lad his damages st 810,00, The onse was
made out—without, however, aay ARETAVALING clreum-
stagces. The Court charged that ** mo editor may publish the
truth, but be s beld 1epousible for every thing that is not
true. It 1 no excnse that the articles were written by some
ove i their em ploy—they ure responuble for every thing that
appears in their columas.””  He pronousced the article com-
phuned of, & ** diabolioa! lihel."

and publ‘sher or
Moses V. Beach

,' namely, that ding the ndmi

newspaper afresh, and carried his eyes up it, and

u oledd resouroes of America, her Federal tu?ck " to
De had at this moment, at 4 lower price than those of revolu.
tionized France and distracted Austnia.’’

This Inst aseriion is made in the face of the fact that
United States Sixes had sold for 98, dividend off, and at the
date of the Chronicle's niticle could ot be bought for that
price. The highest point touched by the French Five per
cents was 77 51, and by the Three per cents, 47.10f. To be
equal to ours they should stand at 81601, and 491 respect.
ively, | have no douht that United States Sixes, payable in
1968, will be in demand in the London market st 110, in
loss than three months from this time,

Our own stock market is buoyant to.day again—United
Stwres Sixes, '68, having touched 1004 ; those of '57,
108% ; and Treasury Notes closed at 109, OF the latter
the sales today amounted to $51,500, not all bomu fide,
howover,

Both rivers are filled with floating ice, which ruxhes up
and down the bay at a fearful mate, with the flow and ebl
of the tide, and does much damage to the shipping and
wharves. The weather has moderated very much, and
promises to give us rain,

There is no sbatement in the Califoruia fever. Almost
every young man in the city worth three hundred dollar,
and without a dependent family, has gone or is making ar.
rangements 10 go to Ban Francisco, Thers are forty-five
vessols now nctually loading with goods for that port, Ma
chinists and manufacturers of wire wate are doing a fine
business.

Femando Wood is out with 8 cand denying that heisa
partner with * the becretary of State or any member of the
Cabinet,"” in his speculniion in California trade. He says
be does ** not belisve that the Goveramen! is in possession
of any information on this sulyect not gemerally known."

We had a fire last might in a distillery in Sheriff’ street, ln
this city, and one to.day in w church in Brookiyn. The
chureh is that of the Rev. Dr. Beecher, in Cranberry street.
It took fire fiom the henting apparstus in the basement.
The damage sustained wiil amount to about $500. Nelther
the walls nor the roof were injured.

Respectfully, yours,  INpicaToR.

S
Boy's Cliristmas Tale.

THE HAUNTED MAN AND THE GHOST'S
BARGAIN.. . A Faxcy yor CHRISTMASTINE.
BY CHARLES DICKENS.

[Continued.]

Mr. Tetterby sought upon his screen for a passage
appropriate to be impressed upon his children’s
minds on the occasion, and read the following :

“*It is an undoubted fact, that all remarkable
men have had remarkable mothers, and have re-
spected them in after life as their best friends.’

"hink of your own remarkable mother, my boyx,”
said Mr. Tetterby, “ and know her value whils she
is still among you!

He sat down agnin in his chair by the fire, and
composed himseli, cross-legged over lis newspaper.

g anybody, I don’t care who it is, get out of
bed again,” Teiterby, as a generul proclamation,
delivered in # very soft-hearted manner, ““ and as-
tonishment will be the portion of that respected co-
temporary ! which expression Mr. Tetterby se-
lected from his screen. ** Johnny, my child, take
care of your only sister, Sally; for she’s the brightest
gem that ever sparkled on your early brow.,”

Johnny sat down on s little stool, and devotedly
crushed himself beneath the weight of Moloch.

“ Ah, what a gilt that hnbr is to you, Johnny ' ™’
enid his father, “and how thankful you ought to

! ‘It is not generally known,' Johnny,” he
was now referring to the sereen agnin, ** ‘but is o
fact ascertained, by accurate ealenlations, that the
following immense per centage of babies never at-
1ain to two years old ; that is to say—'"

*“Oh, don’t father, K!eue !" cried Johnny. “1
can’t bear it, when I think of Sally.”

Mr. Tetterby desisting, Johnny, with a profonnder
senle of his trust, wiped his eyes, and hushed
his sister,

“ Your brother, "Dolphus,” said his fiuther, poking
the fire, ““is late to-night, Johnny, and will come
home like & lump of ice. What’s got your precious
mother ™

“Here's mother, and 'Dolrhun. too, father!”
exclaimed Johnny, “ I think.’

“You're right,”” retorned his father,
* Yes, that’s the footstep of my little

The process of induction, by which Mr. Tetterby
had come to the conclusien that his wife wasa
litle woman, was his own secret.  She would
have made two editions of himeelf very easily.
Considered as an individual, she wns rather re-
markable for baing robust and portly ; but con-
sidered with reference to her hushand, her dimen-
sions became magnificent.  Nor did they assume a
less imposing proportion, when studied with refur-
ence 1o the size of her seven sons, who were but
diminutive. In the cuse of Sally, hewever, Mrs.
Tetterby had nsserted herself, at Inst; as nobely
knew better than the victim Johnny, who weighed
and measured that exacting idol every hour in
the day.

Mrs. Tetterby, who had heen marketing, and
carried # basker, threw back her bonnet and
shawl, and sitting down, fatigued, commandad
Johnny to bring his sweet charge to her straight-
way, for a kiss, Johnny having complied, and
rone back to his stool, and again erushed himself,
.klmher Adolphus Tetterby, who had by this time
unwonnd his “Torso out of a prismatic comforter,
apparently interminable, requested the same favor.
Johnny having again complied, and again gone
back to his stool, and again crushed himself, Mr.
Tetterby, struck by a sudden thought, preferred
the same claim on his own parental part. The
satisfiuction of this third desire completely exhausted
the sacrifice, who had hardly breath enongh left
o get back to his stool, crush himself agoin, and
pant nt his relations.

“ Whatever you do, Johnny,” said Mrs. Tet-
terhy, shaking her head, *take care of her, or
never look your mother in the face agnin.”

** Nor your brother,” said Adolphus,
vor your futher, Johnny,” added Mr. Tetterhy.

Johnny, much affected by this conditional re-
nunciation of him, looked down a1 Moloeh's eyes
to see that they were all right, so far, and skillfully
patted her back (which was uppermost) and roeked
her with Lis foor.

“Ars yon wet, "Dolphus, my boy !" said his
father. **Come and take my chair, and dry
yourself,”

** No, father, thankes,” said Adolphns, smooth-
ing himself down with his hands. * I an't very
wet, I don't think. Does my facs shine much,
father "

“ Well, it does look waxy, my boy,” retnrned
Mr. Tetterhy.

“Itis the weather, father,” said Adolphns, pol-
ishing his cheeks on the worn sleeve of his jucket.
* What with rain, and sleet, and wind, and snow,
and fog, my face gets quite brought out into a rash
sometimes.  And shines, it does—oh, don't it,
though ! "

Master Adolphus was also in the newspaper line
of life, being employed, by & more thriving firm
than his father & Co., to vend newspapers at a rail-
way station, where his chubby little person, like a
shnbbily-disguised Cupid, and his shrill little voice
(he was not more than ten years old,) were as well
known as the hoarse panting of the locomotives,
runuing in and ont. His juvenility might have

0 at some loss for a harmless outlet, in this early
application to traffic, but for a fortunate discovery
e made of & means of entermining himself, and of
dividing the Jong days into stages of interest, with-
out neglecting business. ‘This ingenious invention,

k.

e ble, like many great discoveries, for its sim-

fistoning.
" g

The jary wure absent ball an hoar, and d with the
following verdict

* Wao reader s voraict ior the (oll amoant elaimed, $10,000,
as secarity for the pullio against the publication by news.
papers of libels against wdividoals, "
right a jury has 10 bung s such & verdict, 1 cannot
conceive. 1tahould be set susde.

The royal mail steamor ** Dre’* arrived today, in six days
from Bermuda, bringing the West Indin malls, She has no
news ol importance.  Mr. Mitchol was unwell, and had been
vo for a week previous 1o the aailing of the Doe. The cold
lias been intense at Bermuda. bat thers was wo sullerings
The Des bas had besvy stocme throughout the passage.

The Eastera mail biings ug the European papers. Some of
those from England are filled with spitefal and insolent com.
ments ou the President’s Mussge. The London Moming
Uhronicle speaks i this wise

* For the fint fime in het (America's) history, openly
"I.t.‘ to the winds the prevepts of ber okder .
sho has vmbarked i w caner of conguest : and there i evory
remson Lo fear that My, Folk has begueathed 10 his sncoessorns
l-h: b-mu:-:; only of naounl buniens increased, but of

) Pporm Ly e i .
blot of mpudiation nm::-'-:.h’-:: mﬁ-l TI-.M:!&: .
four yenrs just passend, while Ly have seen that vast incrense
on which Mr. Polk insus The montoes of the lnion,
have not swen e kew towards washing it out.
The nsete, indood, hive incroaed. but the liabilities have
fot diminished, and comssjuently, while the Amercans

&ve mote money, they have less honor. (ne fact s woith
a about the * chy of the nation ad.

plicity, consisted in varying the first vowel in the
word “ paper,” and substituting, in its stead, at
different periods of the day, all the other vowels in
grammnatical snecession.  Thus, before day-light i
the winter time, he went 1o and fro, in his little oil-
=kin cap and cap>, and his big comforter, piercing
the heavy air with his cry of “ Morn-ing P':per!"
which, abont an hour before noon, changed to
“* Morn-ing Pep-per !"* which at about two, changed
to *“ Morn-ing Fip-per!" which, in a couple of
rs, © to ** Morn-ing Pop-per!” and so

declined with the sun to *“ Eve-ning Pupper!” to
the great relief and comfort of this young gentle-
man’s spirits,
Mn.'Pl"etmby. his Iady-mother, wio had been
sitting with her bonnet and shaw! thrown back, as
aforesnid. thoughtfally turning her wedding rlmi
round and round ncn her finger, now rose, and
divesting herseI{ of her out-of-door attire, began 10
Iy the cloth for supper. .

“ Ah, dear me, dear me, dear me!" said Mrs.
Tetterby. * That's the way the world goes ' "

“ Which is the way the world goes, my dear?”
asked Mr. Tetterby, )m;mg ';‘“e“m]riry

** Oh, nothing,”” said Mrs. Tettsrby.

Mr. Tetterby elevated his eyebrows, folded his

down it, and across it, but was wandering in bis
attention, and not reading ir.

Mrs. Tetterby, at the same time, laid the cloth,
but rather as if she were punishing the table than
preparing the family supper; hitting it nnnecessa-
rily hard with the knives and forks, slapping it with
the plates, dinting it with the salt cellar, and com-
ing down heavily upon it with the loaf.

“ Ah, dear me, dear me, dear me!" said Mm.
Tetterby. “ That's the way the world goes!”

“My duck,” ruturned her husband, leoking

round again, ** you said that befora. Which is the
way the world goes 7"’

*“0, nothing ' said Mrs, Tetterhy.

« Sophin ! 1 hew'd d, “you

said that before, too.”

“ Well, I'll say it agnin if you like,” returned
Mrs. Tetterby. ** Oh nothing—there ! And agnin
if you like, oh nothing—there ! And again if you
iike, oh nothing—now there ? " =

Mr. Tetterby brought his ear to bear upon the
partner of his bosom, and eaid, in mild astonish-
ment :

** My little woman, what has put you out ?

“T'm sure 1 don’t know,” she retorted. * Don't
nsk me. Who said 1 was put out at gll? [
never did.”

Mr. Tetterby gave up the perusal of his news-
peper asa bad job, and, taking a slow walk across
the room, with his hands behind him, and his
shoulders raised —his gait acconding perfectly with
the resignation of his manner—addressed himself to
his two eldest offspring.

*““Your supper will be ready in a minuts, "Dol-
m " said Mr. Tetterby. * Your mother has

n out in the wet, to the cook’s shop, to huv it
It was very good of your mother so to do. You
shall get some supper too, very soon, Johnny.
Your mother’s ploased with you, my man, for being
80 attentive to your precious sister.”

Mes. “Tetterby, without any remark, but with a
decided subsidence of her animosity towands the
table, finished her preparations, and took, from her
ample hasket, a substantinl slab of hot pease pud-
ding wrapped in paper, and a basin coverad with s
saucer, whicl, on being uncovered, sent forth an
odor so agreeable, that hn- three pair of eyes in the
two beds opened wide, and fixed themselves npon
the banguet.  Mr. Terterhy, without regarding this
tacit invitation to be seated, stood rapeating slowly,
“ Yes, yes, your mn{mr will be ready in & minute,
*Dolphus—your mother went out in the wet, to the
cook’s shop, to buy it. Tt was very good of your
mother so to do”—until Mrs. Tetterby, who had
been exhibiting sundry tokens of contrition behind
Lim, canght him round the neck, and wept.

“ 0, "Dolphus!” said Mrs. Tetterby, * how
could I go and beliave =0 "

This reconeilintion affscted Adolphus the younger
and Johnny to that degree, that they both, as with
one accord, raised & dismal ery, which had the ef-
fect of immediately shutting up the round eyes in
the beds, and utterly routing the two remaining lit-
tle Tetterbys, just then stealing in from the adjoin-
ing closet to see what was going on in the eating
way.

“I am sure "Dolphus,” sobbed Mrs. Tetterby,
“ coming home, I had no more idea than a child
unborn—""

Mr. Tetterby seemod to didlike this figure of
speech, und observed, “ Say the bahy, my dear.”

“—Hal no more idea than the haby,” said Mrs.
Tetterby.  “ Johnny, don't look at me, but look at
her, or <he "Il fll out of your lap and be killed  and
then you "Il die in agonies of & hroken heart, and
werve you right.  No more idea 1 hadn’t than that
darling, of being cross when 1 came home ; but
somehow, "Dolphus—"" Mrs. Tetterby paused and
?inin turned her wedding-ring round upon her

nger.

“1 sen! wid Mr. Tetterby. *“T understand !
My little woman was put our. Hard times and
hand weather and hard work, make it trying now
and then. | see, bless your soul! No wonder!
"Dolf, my man,” continued Mr, Tetterby, exploring
the basin with a fork, ** heve 's your mother been
and bought, at the cook’s shop, ibide pease pud-
ding, a whole knuckle of lovely roast leg of pork,
with lots of erackling left upon it, and with season-
ing gravy and mustard quite nnlimited. Hand in
your plate, my hoy, and begin while its simmering.”

r Adolphus, needing no second summons,
received his portion with eyes rendered moist by
npr-, te, and withdrawing 1o his particular stool,
fell upon his supper, tooth and nail.  Johnny was
not forgotien, hut received his rations on hread, lest
he should, in a flush of gravy. trickle any on the
baby. He was required, for similar reasons, to
keep his pudding, when not on active serviee, in
Lix pocket.

There might have been more pork on the knuckle-
bone—which knuck!-bone the carver ai the cook’s
shop had assuredly not forgotten in earving for pre-
vious eustomers, but there was no stint of season-
ing, and that is an aceessory dreamily suggesting
;]-nrk. and pleasantly cheating the sense of taste.

he pease pudding, 100, the gravy un! mustand,
like the Eastern rose in respect of the nightingale,
if they were not absolutely pork, had lived near it ;
%0, upon the whole, there was the flavor of a mid-
dle-xized pig. It was irresistible to the Tetterbys
in bed, who, though professing to slumber peace-
fully, crawled out when unseen by their parents,
and silently appealed to their brothers for any gas-
tronomic token of fraternnl affection. They, not
hard of bart, presenting seraps in return, it resulied
that a party of light skirmishers in night-zowns,
were careering about the parlor all through supper,
which harassed Mr. Tetterby exceedingly, and
once or twice imposed upon him the necessity of a
charge, hefore which thess guerrilla trovps retired in
all direetions, nnd in great confusion.

Mrs. Tetterby did not enjoy her supper. There
seemed 10 be something on Mrs. Tetterby’s mind.
At one time she laughed without reason, and at
another time she eried without reason, and at last
she laughed and cried together in 8 manner so very
unreasonable that her husband was confonnded.

“ My litdle woman," said Mr. Tetterby, *if the
world goes that way, it appears 1o go the wrong
way, and o choke you.”

** Give me u drop of water,” said Mrs. Tetterby,
struggling with herself, * and don’t speak to me for
the present, or take any notice of me. Don't do it '™

Mr. Tetterby, having administered the water,
turned suddenly on the unlucky Johnny (who was
full of sympathy,) and demanded why he was wal-
lowing there, in gluttony and idleness, instead of
coming forward with the baby, that the sight of her
might revive his mother. Juhnny immedintely ap-
proached. borne down by its weight; but ‘Mre.
) hy holding out her hand to signify that she
was not in a condition to bear that trying appeal to
her feelings, he was interdicted from advancing
another inch on pain of perpetual hatred from all his
denrest connections, and aecordingly retired to his
stool again, and erushed himeell as before.

After a pause, Mrs. Tetterby suid she was better
now, and began to laugh.

** My lintle ."" said her husband, dubiousiy,
*“ are you guite rure you're better ! Or are you, So-
phin, about to beeak out in a fresh direction 1

*“ No, "Dolphus, no,"” replied his wife. 'm quite
myself” With that, seuling her hair, and press-
ing the palms of her hands upon her eyes, she
laughed again.

“What a wicked fool T was, to think so for a
moment! " sid Mr. Tetterby., *Come nearer,
"Dolphus, and let me euse my mind, and tell you
what Lmean.  Let me tell yon all shout it

Mr. Tetterby bringing his chair closer, Mrw, Tet-
terhy laughed again, gave him a hug, and wiped
her eyes.

“You know, "Dolphus, my dear,” said Mrs. Tet-
terby, * that when I was single, I might have given
mysell away in several directions. At one time,
four after me at once ; two of them were sons of
Mars.”

“We're all sons of Ma's
Tetterby, * jointly with

“1 don’t mean that,” replied his wife, “ 1 mean
soldiern—sergeants.”

“Oh!" waid Mr. Tetterby.

* Well, "Dolphus, I'm sure T never think of such
things now, 10 regret them ; and I'm sure I've got
as good a hushand, and wounld do as much to prove
that | was fond of him, as—""

** As any little woman in the world,” said Mr.
Tetierby. *‘ Very good. Very good.”

If Mr. Tetterhy ﬁul been ten feet high, he conld
not kave expressed & gentler consideration for Mrs.
Tetterby’s fairy-like stature ; and if Mrs. Tetterby
had been two feet higha she could not have felt 1t

ue.

more appropriately her

my dear,” said Mr.

“But you see, 'Dolphus,” said Mrs. Tetterby,
““this being Cliristmas-time, when all people whoe
can make holyday, and when all people who have
got money like to spend some, I did, somehow, get
u little out of sorts, when 1 was in the streets just
now. There was so many things to be so'd—such de-
licious things to eat, such fine things to look at, such
delightful things to have—and there was so much
enlenlating necessary, before | could lay ont a six-
pence for the commonest thing; and the basket
was 80 large, and wanted 5o much in it; and my
stock of money was so small, and would go such a
litde way. You hate me, do n't you, *Dolphus "

““ Not quite,” anid Mr. Tetterby, *“ as yer.”

“Well! 17 tell you the whole truth,” pursued
his wife, penitently, “and then perhaps you will.
I felt all this so much, when 1 was trudging
ahout in the cold, and when I saw a lot of other
cnlenlating faces and large baskets trodging about,
too, that I began to think whether T might n't have
done better, and been happier, if—I—had n't—"
the wedding ring went round again, and Mru.. Tet-
terby shook her downeast head ns she turned it

“ Isee,” said her husband, quietly ; *“if you had
n’t married at all, or if you had married somebody
f‘lFﬁ (.'

* Yes,” sobbed Mrs. Totterhy. “ That’s mlly
what I thought. Do you hate me now, *Dolphus "

“ Why, no,” said Mr. Tetterby, ** | do n't find
that | do, as yet.” ¥

Mrs. Tetterby gave him a thankful kiss, and
went on.

“1 begin 1o hope you won’t, now, "Dolphus,
though I am afraid I hav n't told you the worst. |
can’t think what came over me. I don't know
whether 1 was ill, or mad, or what | was, but 1
could n't eall up any thing that seemed to bind us
to each other, or to reconcile me to my fortune.
All the pleasure- and enjoyments we had ever had—
they seemed so poor and insignificant, I hated them.
I could have trodden on them.  And I could think
of nothing else, except our being poor, and the
number of mouths there were at home,”

“ Well, well, my dear,” said Mr. Teuerby, sha-
king her hand encouragingly, * that s truth, afier
all. We are poor, and there are a number of mouths
at home here.”

“Ah! but, Dolf, Dolf!” eried his wife, layinz
her hands upon his neck, *“ my good, kind, patient
fellow, when I had been at home a very llll!ﬂ
while—how different!  Ob, Dolf, how different it
was ! | felt as if there was a rush of recollections
on me, all at onee, that softened my hard heart, and
filled it up till it was bunsting.  All our struggles
for a livehiwod, all our cares and wants since we
have been married, all the times of sickness, all
the hours of watching we have ever had by one
another, or by the children, seemed 1o speak 1o me,
and say that they had made us one, and that I never
might have been, or could have been, or would
have been, any other than the wife and mother 1
am. Then, the cheap enjoyments that I could
have trodden on o cruellygot to be so precions to
me—aoh, so priceless and dear'—that [ could n't
hear to think how much I had wronged them; and
1 snid, and say again a hundred times, how could 1
ever behave so, "Dolphus, how could 1 ever have
the heart to do i !**

The good woman, quite carried away by her
honest tenderness and remorse, was weeping with
all her heart, when she started up with & scream,
and ran behind her husband.  Her cry was so ter-
rified, that the children started from their sleep and
from their beds, and clung about her.  Nor did her
gaze helie her voice, as she pointed to a pale man
i a black cloak who had come into the room.

“Look at that man? Look there! What does
he want ™

“ My dear,” returned her husband, “ P'll ask him
if you'll let me go. What's the matter? How you
shake !

* Isaw him in the street, when 1 was out just
now. He looked at me and stood near me. I'am
afraid of him.”

“Afraid of him! Why!”

*“ Idon’t know why—I—stop ! husband ! for he
was going towards the stranger.

She had one hand pressed upon her forehead and
one upon ber breast ; and there was a peculiar flut-
tering all over her, and a hurried, unsteady motion
of her eyes, as if she had lost something.

** Are you ill, my dear? "

“ What is it that is going from me again?™ she
mutiered in a low voice. “ What is this that is
going away? "

Then she abruptly answered: “ 11! No, I am
Tlilr well,” and stood looking vacantly at the
floor.

Her hushand, who had not been altogether free
from the infection of her fetr at firt, and whom
the present strangeness of her manner did not tend
to reassure, addressed himself 1o the pale visiter in
the black cloak, who stood still, and whose eyes
were bent upon the ground.

“ What may be yonr pleasure, sir,” he asked,
“with us?”

“1 fear that my coming in unperceived,” re-
turned the visiter, * has alarmed you; but you
were talking, and did not hear me.”

** My little woman savs—perhaps you heard her
say it,” returned Mr. Tetterby, *“ that it’s not the
first time you have alarmed her to-night.”

*“I am sorry for it. 1 remember to have observed
her, for a few moments only, in the street. [ had
no intention of frightening her.”

As be raised lus eyes in speaking, she rained
hers. It was extraordinary 1o see what dread she
had of him, and with what dread he observed it—
and {'el how narrowly and closely.

“ My name,” he said, ** is Redlaw. 1 come from
the college hard by. A young gentleman who is o
student there, lodges in “your house, does he not ?

** Mr. Denbam ? ”* said Tetterby.

“Yes '

It was & natural action, and so slight as 1o be
hardly noticeable ; but the little man, before speak-
ing again, passed his hand across his forehoad, and
looked quickly round the room, as though he were
wsible of sume change in its atmosphere, The
Chemist instanily transferred 10 him the look of
dread he had directed towards his wile, stepped
back and his face turned paler,

*““"I'he gentleman’s room,"” said Tetterby, *“is up
stairs, sir. There’s & more convenisnt private en-
tranee ; hut as youn have come in here, it will save
your going out into the cold, if you'll take this littls
stairease,” showing one communicating direetly
with the parlor, “and go up to him in that way, if
you wish to see him.”

“Yex, I wish to =e him,” said the Chemist,
“ Can you spare a light 1

The watchiulness of his haggard look, and the
inexplicable distrust that darkened it, seemed to
trouble Mr. Tetterby. He paused ; and looking
fixedly at hum in retorn, stood for a minute or =0
like & man stupified or fascinnted.

At length he said, *“ Ul light you, sir, if you'll
follow me.”

“No,” replied the Chemist, “Tdon't wish to
be attended or anuounced 10 him,  He does notex-
pect me. I wonld rather go alone.  Please to give
me the light, if you can spare it, and ']l find the
way."”

In the quickness of his expression of this desire,
and in taking the eandle from the newsman, he
touched him on the breast.  Withdrawing hix binnd
hastily, almost as thongh he had wounded him by
accident, (for he did not know in what part of Lim-
self his new power resided, or how it was commu-
nicated, or how the manner of its reception varied
in different persons,) he turmned and ascended the
stairs,

But when hie reached the top he stopped and
looked down. The wife was standing in the same
}»lm-. twisting her ring round and round her finger.
I'he husband, with his head bent forward on his
breast, was musing heavily and sfllenly. The
children, still clustering about the mother, gazed
timidly after the visiter, and nestled together when
they saw him looking down.

“Come ! " said the father, roughly. “Theres
enongh of this. Go 1o bed here !

“The place i inconvenient and small enough,”
the mother added, * without you. Get 10 bed.”

The whole hrood, seared and sad, crept sway ;
lile Johnny and the baby Ingging last. The
mother, glancing contemptuonsly round the sordid
room, and tossmg from her the fragments of their
meal, stopped on the threshold of her task of clean-
ing the table, and sat down, pondering idly and de-
jectedly.  The father betook himself to the chim-
ney-corner, and impatiently raking the small. fire
together, bent over it as if he would monopolize it
all.  They did not interchange a word.

The Chemist, paler

than before, stole upwards

like a thief, looking backwanl on the change be-
low, and dreadi a‘m\HY 10 g0 on OF return,

* What bave I dope!” f.z raid, confusedly.
“ What am I going todo? "

*“To be the benefactor of mankind,” he thought
he heard a voice reply.

He looked round, but thers was noth
and a passage now shutting out the little
from his view, he wenton, directing his eyes
him at the way he went.

“ It is only sincs last night,” he muttered, gloom-
ily, “that I have remained shut up, and yet all
things are strange to me. I am strange to myself.
I am here as in a dream.  What interest have 1 in
this place, or in any place that | can bring into re-
membrance ' My mind i= going blind !

There was & door before him, and he knocked at

there ;
rlor
fore

it. Being invited, by & voice within, to enter, hay

complied.

“* Is this my kind nurse 1 said the voice. * But
I need not ask her. Thure is 1o one else to come
here.””

It #poke cheerfully, though in a languid tone, and
attracted his attention to a young man lying on a
conch, drawn before the chimney-piece, with the
back twoward the door. A meagre, scanty stove,
pinched and hollowed like a sick man’s cheeks,
and bricked into the centre of & hearth that it could
scarcely warm, contained the fire, to which his
fince was turned.  Being so near the windy house-
top, it wasted quickly, and with a busy sound, and
the ashes dropped down fast.

“They chink when they shoot out here,"” said
the student, smiling, ** so, according 1o the gossips,
they are not coffine, but purses. | shall be well
and rich yet, some day, if it pleass God, and shall
live perhaps to love a danghter Milly, in remem-
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