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IVter Barker belonged ti> lliat numerous class, 
who are neither better nor worse than other men. 
fWt an orphan in his infancy, the patliH of life were 
rough and lonely at the outset, lie hail a violent 
ici I(>< r and a good heart. The Jirxt was often roused 
into activity, and punished with energy kindred to 
its own ; the last remained almost undeveloped, for 
want of genial circumstances und reciprocated af
fection. One softening gleam fell tijion his early 
path, and he loved it like the sunshine, without 
comprehending the great law of attraction that 
made it so very pleasant. When lie attended school 
in the winter months, he always walked home with 
a little girl named Mary Williams. On the play
ground he was with her, always ready to do baille 
mth anybody wno disobliged her. Their comrades 
laughed, and called him Mary's beau ; and they 
blushed and felt awkward, though they had no 
idea what courting meant. Things had arrived at 
this state of half-revealed consciousness, he being 
foiirleen years old and Mary twelve, wl»-n her 
friends removed to the West, and the warm, bright 
influence passed out of Iiis life. lie never rightly 
knew whether he was in love with Mary, but years 
afterward, when people talked to him about marry
ing, he thought of her, wondering where she was, 
and whether she remembered him. When he drove 
his cows home from pasture, the blackberry bushes 
on the way brought up visions of his favorite school
mate, with her clean cape-bonnet thrown back, her 
glossy brown hair playing with the winds, and lier 
innocent face smiling upon him with friendly greet
ing. " She was the best and prettiest child 1 ever 
saw," he often said to himself ; " 1 wonder whether 
she would lie as pleasant now." Sometimes he 
thought of going to the West and seeking her out. 
Ifut tie knew not where to find her ; his funds \vere 
»mall, and his courage fell at the thought, " Oh, it 
is many years ago since we wereChildren together. 
Perhaps 1 should find her married." Gradually 
lliis one ray of poetry faded out of his soul, and all 
Iiis thoughts fell into the common prosaic mould. His 
lot was cast with rough people, who required much 
work, and gave little sympathy. The image of his 
little male floated farther and farther away, anil 
more and more seldom her cjear blue eyes smiled 
upon him through the rainbow-mists of the past, or 
from the air-castles of the future. In process of 
time he married, after the same fashion that a large 
proportion of tnerido; because it was convenient 
to have a wife, and there was a woman of good 
character in the neighborhood, willing to marry 
whoever first offered her a respectable horn '. Her 
character bore the stamp of harmless mediocrity. 
•She was industrious and patient, but ignorant,dull, 
and quietly obstinate. The neighbors said she was 

I well suited to him, he was so rough and passionate ; 
j and in the main he thought so himself ; though her 

imperturbable calmness sometimes fretted him as a 
i rock chafes the lashing ocean into foam. The child 
j that was born to them they both loved better than 
! they had ever loved ; and according to their light, 

they sincerely strove to do their duty. His bodily 
wants were well supplied, often at the cost i f great 
weariness and self-*acrifice ; but their own rude 
training had given them few good ideas concerning 

I the culture of an immorial soul. The infant did 
more for them, than they for him. Angelic influ
ences. unseen and unliflgt'l amid the hard struggles 
of their outward life, became visible and audible 
through the unconscious innocence of their little 
one. For the second time in his life, a vision of 
beauty and love gleamed across the rugged path of 
that holiest, laborious man. Vague impressions of 
lieauty he had constantly received from the great 
panorama of the Universe. His heart sometimes 
welcomed a bright flower in the sunshine, or a 
cluster of lilies on the stream ; he marveled at the 
splendor of the rainbow, arid sometimes gazed rev
erently at the sun sinking to rest in his rich drapery 
of purple and gold. But these were glimpses of the 
Infinite ; their beauty did not seem to appertain to 
him; it did not enter like a magic charm into the 
sphere of his own existence, as did the vi yon of 
Mary Williams and his own little Joe. Tne dor
mant tenderness there was in him leaped up at the 
smile of his babe, and every pressure of the little 
lingers made a dimple in the father's heart. Like 
the outbursts of Spring, after a long cold Winter, 
uas this revelation of infancy to him. When lie 
plodded home, after a hard day's work, it rested 
him body and soul, to have the little one spring into 
his arms for a kiss, or come toddling along, tilting 
his little porrineer of milk, in eagerness to eat his 
supper on father's knee. 

But though this new influence seemed to have 
an almost miraculous power over his nature, it 
could not quite subdue the power of temperament 
and habit. As the darling babe grew inlo boy
hood, he was sometimes cherished with injudicious 
fondness, and sometimes repelled by bursts of pas
sion, that made him run and hide himself from 
the over-indulgent father. Mr. Barker had him
self been educated under the dispensation of pun- j 
ishment, rather than attraction, an<l he believed in 
it most firmly. If his son committed a iault, lie i 
thought of no other cure than severity. If a neigh- j 
bor did him an ill turn, he would observe, in près- | 
<-nce of the boy, " I will watch my chance to pay i 
him for it." If the dog stole their dinner, when | 
they were at work in the woods, he would say, ( 
" Run after him, Joe, and give the rascal a sound , 
beating." When he saw the child fighting with j 
some larger lad, who had offended him, he would | 
praise his strength and courage, and tell him never 
to put up with an insult. He was not aware that | 
all these things were education, and doing far more i 
to form Iiis son's character than anything he learned j 
at school. He did not know it, because Iiis thoughts ! 
had never been directed toward it. The only mo- j 
ral instruction he received was from the minister j 
of the parish ; and he usually preached about the j 
hard-heartedness of the Jews two thousand years j 
ago, rather than the errors and temptations of men | 
and boys, who sat liefore him. 

OnceSle received an admonition from his neigh
bor, Goodwin, which, being no\. ' and unexpected, 
offended him as an impertinent interference with 
hii rights. He was riding home with Joe, then a 
lad of thirteen, when the horse took fright at a piece 
of white paper, that the wind blew across tl • road. | 
Mr. Barker was previously in an ill humor, because j 
a sudden squall of rain had wet some fine hay, all 
ready for the barn. Pursuing the system on which 1 

he had himself been educated, hé sprang to the , 
c round and cudgelled the poor lieast unmercifully. 
Mr. Goodwin, who was passing by, inquired the | 
cause of so much severity, and remonstrated I 
against it ; assuring him that a horte, was never 
cured of bad habits by violence. Ile spoke mildly, 
but Mr. Barker was irritated, and having toliHiim 
to mind Iiis own business, he continued to whip the 
poor frightened animal. The humane neighbor 
turned away, faying, " Tiiat is a bail lesson for 
your son, Mr. Barker." 

'• you say much inore, 1 will flog you, instead 
of the horse." muttered the angry man. " It isn't j 
Ais horse. What business is it to him ?" 

lie. did not reflect in what a narrow circuit he j 
was nailing up the sympathies of his child, by such j 
words as these. But when he was re-seated in the 
wagon, he did not feel altogether pleased « ilti him
self, and his inward uneasiness was expended on 

il < horse. The poor bewildered animal, covered 
with foam, and breathing short ami hard, tried his 
utmost to do his master's will, as far as he could 
understand it. But nervous and terrified, constantly 
m excectation of the whip, he started at every 
sound. If he went too fast, he was reined in with 
a sudden jerk, that tore the corners of his mouth; I 
if he weiit too slow, the cruel crack of the whip | 
made him tear over the ground, to be again [ 
restrained by the violent jerk. 

The sun was setting, and threw a radiant glow-
on every tree and little shrub, jeweled by the re
cent shower. Cows grazed peacefully in verdant 
hollows, birds sang, a Tittle brook rippled cosily by 
the wayside, winds played gently with the flowers, 
and kissed the rain-drops from their faces. But all < 
this loveliness passed unheeded by human hearts, 
because they had at the moment no inward beauty ] 
to harmonize with nature. Perhaps the familiar 
landscape seem-d quite otherwise to the (»or horse, 
than it would have done, had he traveled along 
those pleasant paths guided by a wise and gentle 
hand. 

Had Joseph continued to be little J'*, his eager 
welcome and loving prattle might soon have tamed 
ihe evil spirit in his father's soul that night. But 
lie was a tall lad, who had learned to double up 

j selves. He still loved his father better than atiy-
i thing else in the world, but the charm and the 
! power of infancy was gone. He reflected hack 
I the vexed spirit like a too faithful mirror. He was 
j no longer a transparent unconscious medium for the 
I influence of angels. 

Indeed, paternal affection gradually became a 
! hardening, rather than a softening influence. Am

bition for his son increased the love of accumula
tion ; and the gratification of this propensity, nar
rowed his sympathies more and more. Joseph had 
within him the unexpanded germs of some noble 

j qualifies; but he inherited his father's passionate 
: temperament with his mother's obstinacy ; and the 
J education of such circumstances as I have described 
j turned Iiis energies and feelings into wrong chan-
I nels. The remarks, " It isn't hin horse ; what bu-
I siriess is it to him!" heard in his boyhood, expressed 

the views and habits of his later years. But this 
j mental growth, such as it was, pleased his father, 
j who often said exultingly, "There is no danger of 
i Joe. He knows how to fight his own way through 
I the world." 

Such was th«*ir mutual product of character, 
j when .Mr. Barker was summoned to a jury, in a 
1 case involving death. He was vexed to be called 
j away from hi« employments, and had never re-
j fleeted at all upon the fearful responsibility of a 
j juryman. James Lloyd, the prisoner, uas a very 

young man, and Iiis open, honest countenance gave 
no indication of capacity for crime ; but lie was ac-

I cused of murder, and circumstantial evidence was 
! strong against him. It was proved that a previous 

quarrel had existed between iiim and the murdered 
man, and tint they had been se^n to take the same 
road, the prisoner in a state of intoxication, the 
night the violent deed was committed. Most peo
ple thought there was no doubt of Iiis guilt ; others 
deemed the case by no means certain. Two of the 
jury were reluctant to convict him, and wished to 

j find the evidence insufficient; the penalty was so 
I dreadful, and their feelings were so much touched 
! by the settled misery of his youthful countenance. 
1 Oibers talked sternly of justice, and urged that the 

Scripture demanded blood for blood. Of this num
ber was I'eter Barker. From the beginning, he 
was against the prisoner. The lawyer who pleaded 
for him had once been employed in a law-suit 
against Mr. Barker, and had gained the cause for 
his client. The juryman cherished a grudge against 
him for his sarcastic eloquence on that occasion. 
Moreover, it so happened that neighbor Good win, 
who years ago had reproved his severity to the 
horse, took compassionate interest in the accused. 
He often consulted with his lawyer, and seemed 
to watch the countenances of the jury anxiously. It 
was a busy season of the year, and the jury were 
impatient to be at their work-shops and farms. Mr. 
Barker would not have admitted it, even to himself, 
hilf all these circumstances helped to increase his 
hardness against the prisoner. By such inconceiv
ably slight motives is the conduct of men often 
swayed on most important occasions. 

é' If the poor young fellow really did commit the 
ad,'" said one of the jury, "it seems likely that 
he did it in a state of intoxication. 1 was once 
drunk myself ; and they told me afterward that I 
had quarreled with a man, and knocked him down 
a high flight of steps ; but I hail no recollection of 
it,. If 1 bad killed him, and they had hung me for 
it, what an awful thing it would have been for my 
poor father and mother. It taught, me a lesson, for 
I was never again intoxicated. 1'erhaps this poor 
youth might profit by his dreadful experience, if a 
chance were allowed him. He is so young; and 
there is nothing bad in his countenance." 

" As for his womanly face," replied Mr. Barker, 
" there is no trusting to that. The worst villains 
are riot always the worst-looking. As for his being 
intoxicated, there is no telling whether it is true or 
not. That cunning lawyer may have made up the 
story for the sake of exciting compassion, arid the 
witnesses may b& more than willing enough to be
lieve everything strange in the prisoner's conduct 
was the result of intoxication. Moreover, it won't 
do to admit that plea in extenuation; for then, 
don't you see, a man who wants to kill his enemy 
has only to gel drunk in the first place ? If anybody 
killed my Joe, drunk or not drunk, I should want 
him to swing for it." 

By such remarks, urged in his vehement w ay, he 
swayed minds more timid and lenient than his own, 
w ithout being fully aware of what he was doing, 
lie was foreman of the jury; and when the awful 
moment anived on which depended the life of a 
fellow being, he pronounced the word "Guilty," 
in a strong, firm voice. The next instant his eye 
fell on the prisoner, standing there so pale, and 
still looking at him with sûch fixed despair. There 
was something in the face that moved him strongly. 
He turned quickly away, but the vision was before 
him, always and everywhere before him. "This 
is weakness," he said to himself. " I have merely 
done my duiv. The law required it. I have done 
my duty." But still the pale young face looked at 
him—always and everywhere it looked at him. 

lie feared to touch a newspaper, for he wished 
not to know when the day of execution would 
arrive. But officious neighbors, ignorant of his 
state of mind, were eager to talk upon the subject ; 
and when drawn into such discourse, he strove to 
fortify his own feelings by dwelling on all the. worst 
circumstances of the case. Notwithstanding all his 
effort«, the night preceding the execution, he had 
troubled dreams, in which that ghastly young face 
was always conspicuous. When he woke, he saw 
it in the air. It walked beside him as he ploughed 
the fields, it stood before him on the threshold of 
Iiis own door. All that the merciful juryman had 
suggested came before him with painful distinct- ( 
ness. Could there be a doubt thai the condemned I 
had really committed murder! Was he intoxica
ted? Might he have happened to be intoxicated 
for the first time in his "life ? And he so young ! 
But he drove these thoughts away, saying ever to 
himself, " The law required it. 1 merely did my 
duty." Still everything looked gloomy to him. 
The evening clouds seemed like funeral palls, and 
a pale despairing face gazed at him forever. 

For the first time in his manhood, he craved a 
companion in the darkness. Neighbors came in, 
and described the execution ; and w hile they talked, 
the agitated juryman beat the firebrands into a 
thousand pieces, and spoke never a word. They 
told how the youth had written a long letter to his 
mother, and had died calm and resigned. " By the 
way, perhaps you knew his mother, Mr. Barker," 
said one; "they tell me she used to live in this 
neighborhood, Do you remember a girl by the 
name of Mary Williams ?" 

The tongs dropped from Mr. Barker's hand, as 
he gasped out, " Mary Williams ! What he An-son ? 
God forgive me? Was he her soil?" And the 
strong man laid his head upon the table and wept. 

There was silence in the mom. At last, the 
loquacious neighbor said, in asubdued tone, " I am 
sorry 1 hurt your feelings. I didn't know she was 
a friend of yours." 

The troubled juryman rose hastily, walked to the 
window, looked out at the stars, and, clearing his 
choked voice, said : " It is many years since I knew j 

her. But she was a good-tempered, pietty girl; j 

ami it seems but yesterday that we used to go j 
together to pick up our baskets full of berries. And j 
so she was kin mother ? 1 remember now there was j 
something in his eye that seemed familiar to me. 

Perhaps the mention of Mary's beauty, or the 
melting mood, so unusual with her husband, might 
have excited a vague feeling of jealousy in Mrs. 
Barker. Whatever might have been the motive, 
she said, in her demure way. without raising ber 
eyes from her knitting—" Well, it was natural 
enough to suppose the young man had a mother ; 
and other mothers are likely to have hearts that can 
feel, as well as this Mary Williams." 

Ile only answered by shaking his head slowly, 
and repeating, as if to himself, "Poor Mary! and 
so he was her son." 

Joseph came in, and the details of the dreadful 
scene were repeated and dwelt upon, as human 
beings are prone to dwell on all that excites strong 
emotion. To him the name of Mary Williams 
conjured up no smiling v isions of juvenile love ; 
and he strove to fortify his father's relenting feel
ings. by placincr in a strong lieht all the arguments 
in favor of the prisoner's guilt. The juryman was 
glad to be thus fortified, and replied in a firm reas
sured voice, " At all events 1 did my duty. -
for months after, the pale young face looked at him 
despairingly from the evening air,and came between 
him and the sunshine. But time, which softens all j 

things, drifted the dreary spsotre into dim distance ; ; 
and Mr. Barker's faculties wm again completely j 
absorbed in making money ft»r his son. 

Joseph was called a fine, proniisins young man ; 
but Iiis conduct was not altogether satisfactory to 
his parents. He was fond of dress and company, 

" " not unfrequently 

occasions, they feared he had been a little excited 
by drink. But he was, in reality, a good-hearted 
fellow, and like his rough father had undeveloped 
"jerms of deep tenderness within him. His father's 
life was bound up w ithin his ; his mother loved him 
with all ihe energy of which her sluggish nature 
was capable ; anil notwithstanding the inequalities 
of his violent and capricious temper, the neighbors 
loved him also. 

What then, was their consternation, when it was 
rumored that, on his twenty-fourth birthday, he had 
been arrested for murder ! And, alas ! it was too 
true that his passions had thus far over-mastered 
his reason. He wished to please a young girl in 
the vicinity, and she treated him coolly, because a 
rival had informed her that he was seen intoxicated, 
and in that state spoke over-boldly of being sure of 
her love. He drank again to drown his vexation, 
and while the excitement of the draught was on 
him he met the man who informed against him. 
Unfortunately an axe was at hand, and, in the 

: double fury of drink and rage, he struck with it 
j again and again. One hour after, be would have 
! given ail he ever hoped to possess, nay, would 

gladly have died, could he have restored the life he 
had so wantonly destroyed. 

Thus, Mr. Barker was again brought intoa court 
! of justice, on an affair of life and death. How dif-' 

ferently all questions connected with the subject 
j presented themselves now ! As lie sat beside that 
j darling son, the pride of his life, his only hope on 
j earl h, oh, how lie longed for words of fire, to plead 

that his young existence might be spared for repent
ance and amendment ! How well he remembered 

j the juryman's plea for youth and intoxication ! ami 
j with what an agony of self-reproach he recalled his 
j own hard answer! With intense anxiety he watch-
i ed the countenances of the jury for some gleams of 
j compassion. But, ever and anon, a pale young 
j face loomed up between him and them, and gazed 
! at him with fixed despair. The vision of other 
j years returned to him ; and Joseph, his best beloved, 

his only one, stood beside it, pale and handcuffed, 
j as be had been. The voice that pronounced his 
j son guilty sounded like an awful echo of his own— 
! and he seemed to hear Mary Williams whisper, 
i " And my son also was very young." 

That vigorous off-shoot from his own existence, 
so full of life and feeling, and, alas, of passion, 
which'misguides us all—he must die! Xoearihly 
power can save him. May the ALL MERCIFUL 
sustain that poor father, as he watches the heavy 
slumber of his only son in that dark prison ; and 
while he clasps the cold hand, remembers so well 
the dimpled fingers he used to hold in his, when 
little Joe sat upon his knee and prattled childish 
love. 

And the ALI. MERCIFUL Mms with him, and sent 
influences to sustain him through that terrible 
agony. It did not break his heart; it melted and 
subdued him. The congealed sympathies of his 
naiure flowed under this ordeal of (ire ; and, for the 
first time, he had a realizing sense that every hu
man being is, or has been somebody's little Joe. 

" How kind you are to me," said the prisoner, 
in answer to his soothing words and affectionate at
tentions. 

lie replied meekly, " Would I had always been 
so !" Then turning his face away, and earnestly 
pressing Joseph's hand, he said, in an agitated 
voice, " Tell me truly, my son, does it ever occur 
to you, that 1 may have been to blame for this 
great misfortune that has beftllen you?" 

" You, dear father!" he exclaimed. I do not 
understand what you mean." 

Still keeping his face turned away, and speaking 
with effort, Mr. Barker said, " Do you remember 
once, when 1 was beating my horse cruelly (you 
were a boy of twelve then,) neighbor Goodwin re
marked tome, that I was giving a bad lesson to my 
son ? I was angry with him at ihe time ; and per
haps that resentment helped to make me hard 
toward a poor young fellow who is dead and gone; 
but his words keep ringing in my ears now. May 
God, in His mercy, forgive me, if I have ever done 
or said anything to lead you info this great sin. 
Tell me, Joseph, do you ever think it might have 
happened otherwise, if you had had a less violent 
father ?" 

"My poor ,:fai her ! " exclaimed the prisoner, 
pressing Iiis hand convulsively, " it almost breaks 
my heart to hear you thus humble yourself before 
me, who so little deserve it at your hands. Only 
forgive me my violent outbreaks, dear father ! for 
iu the midst of them all, I always loved you. You 
have always sought to do me good, and would 
rather have died than have led me into any harm. 
But since I have been here in prison, I have 
thought of many things that never occurred to me 
before. The world and all things in it are placed 
before me in a different light. It seems to me men 
are all wrong in their habits and teachings. I see 
now that retaliation and hatred are murder. I have 
read often, of late, the exhortation of Jesus fo for
give c;!r brother his offences, not only seven times, 
but twenty times seven ; and 1 feel that thus it 
ought to be w ith human beings in all their relations 
with each other. What 1 have done cannot be un
done ; but if it will be any satisfaction to you, rest 
assured that J did not intend to kill him. 1 was 
wretched, and I was fool enough to drink, and then 
I knew not what I did. Violent as my temper has 
been, I never conceived the thought of taking 
his life." 

" I know it, my son, I know it," he said, " and 
that reflection consoles me in some degree. While 
I have a loaf of bread I will share it with the 
mother and sister of him you " he hesitated, 
shuddered, and added, in a low, deep tone—" you 
murdered." 

" I was going to ask that of you," replied the pri
soner; "and one thing more, dear father ; try to 
bear up bravely under this terrible blow, for the 
sake of my poor patient mother." 

" I will, I will," he answered ; " and now my 
dear misguided boy, say you forgive your poor 
father for the teachings of his violent words and 
actions. I did not foresee the consequences, my 
child. I did it in my ignorance. But it was wrong, 
wrong, all wrong." 

The young man threw himself on his father's 
bosom, and they had no other utterance but tears. 

* * * * * *  

After his only strong link to life was broken by 
the violent arm of the law, Mr. Barker was a 
changed man; silent and melancholy, patient, gen
tle and forgiving to all. He never complained of 
the great sorrow that wasted away his life ; but the 
neighbors saw how thin and sad he looked, and the 
roughest natures felt compassion for him. 

Every year, she who had been Mary Williams, 
received a hundred dollar note. He never whis
pered to any mortal that it ws sent by the jury
man who helped to condemn her son to death ; but 
w hen he died, a legacy of a thousand dollars to her 
showed that he never forgot the pale, despairing 
face, that for years had haunted his dreams. 

Once npon a time an argument arose 
Between two ladies, turn colloquial foes. 
llow eloquently each in turn «lescanted Î 
How rapidly ! for breath she almost oanted ; 
To irony at length they both resorteo. 
And ihus unité sharply with each other sported : 
Said C., " < »ne most be wrapped in mental blindness. 
Not to perceive you are the milk of kindness ." 

" indeed," cries J., " one must be milk and water. 
Not to percei\e that you are cream of Tartar 

I.oss OF THE BRITISH STEAMSHIP FORTH.—The 
Charleston Mercury has been furnished with the 
following account of the loss of the mail steamer 
Forih, by a gentleman who came passenger in the 
Isabel from Havana. It may be fully relied on as 
correct : 

The Royal West India mail steam packet Forth, 
eighteen hundred and fourteen tons, five hundred 
horse power, commander Sturdee, was lost on the 
the south-east |>art of ihe Alacranen"at f> A. M.,on 
the 14th ult. The Forth left Havana at 8 A. M. on 
the 12th, with thirty-two passengers and the mails, 
for Vera Cruz direct. At noon on the 13th she was 
one hundred and seventy-five miles distant from 
the Alacranes ; and the vessel's loss is attributed to 
a strong current setting in to the northward. Of 
one hundred and twenty-six souls oil board the 
Forth at the time she struck, not one was lost— 
eighty-five were saved in the starbo.tril paddle box 
life boat, the rest crossed the reef in the two cut
ters. They went to the Island of Perez, seven 
miles distant, where they found a brigantine 
wrecker at anchor, which vessel they chartered to 
take them to Campeachy. 

[Written expressly for the 44 
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California Crescent."] water. If the water in Ihe receiver gets warm, let : he deemed the most secure depository for books and 
it be changed. The mercury will thus all be dis- i papers lbat could be devised. It has answered the 

, ! tilled off as vapor and condensed in iLs original form purpose admirably, for, notwithstanding the intense 
Spsiilfutälio" IsOhl Ï'JImI Ï t1^ liOralltIPS» with but small loss, and saving the constitutions i heal of the burning rubbish by which it was cov-«lllHg UU1U«UIU .1» «us» s. ^ ̂  ^ ̂  ̂  ̂  ^ ̂  ̂  ,nek ered durjng the whole njght) on ope„ing the vault, 

the other moiles of washing. That adopted by the j when the way was cleared to it this morning, not 
mint for their yearly sweepings, in which dirt is J 
mixed with much gold, is a round tin bowl like a : 
wash bowl without the ring on the bottom, which | 
is usual in tin wash-basins, but that employed by 

BY ROBERT JACKSON'.  SI .  D.  

Having finished the routes, I now proceed to 
give a description of the most eligible modes of 
separating the gold. Gold,whenin place, is usually 
found in quartz, between two layers of talcose 
slate, but volcanic action is an agent so powerful, 
and its freaks so singular, that no regular theory 
will apply to such regions. California may be con
sidered a continua'ion of the Peruvian range, and 
could we reach the bottom of the Pacific lying be
tween the two countries, we should find it as rich 
in metallic wealth as either of the two. In 1730, a 
piece of gold was found weighing 43 pounds, in 
Peru. At present, 500 men are employed in mines 
near the ltiver Pyschma, where the gold is found in 
thin plates or leaves, and in s|>ongy nests, as well 
as small masses, exactly like the California speci
mens. If 100 pounds of sand contain 24 grains of 
gold, it is worth working. In Africa they yield fi3 
grains. Some of the Georgia ore is worth only 
25 cents the bushel, yet is worked up iu the stamp
ing mills. The same quantity of California earth 
yields 2 to 4 or more ounces. The specific, gravily 
of gold is 19.610 to 1000 of water. It is more gen
erally found native than any other metal, but alloy
ed with silver, copper or iron, sometimes all three. 
In its reguline stale it is in angular crystals, com
posed of yellow octohedrons or irregular masses, 
and it has been found in cubes in Transylvania. 
It is found sometimes in limestone or hornblende, 
and also in pyrites, forming probably a sulphuret 
of gold. The commencent of' John C. Calhoun's 
nine at Dahlonega, in Georgia, yielded S 10,000 to 
the bushel, but it was.only a deposite on ihe top of 
a hill, and soon ceased to yield profitably. Dr. 
Singleton's mines have yielded from §10 to $100 a 
bushel and more, but are not now so rich. In North 
Carolina, the prevailing rock is argiliffe, but much 
is in a matrix of quartz, accompanied with decom
posed iron pyrites, copper, malachites,etc. In South 
Carolina, it is much the same, except at Black's 
mine, where it is found in veins in white quartz, 
very pure. The average of the California gold is 
21s carats, and worth 'JO cents ihe pennyweight or 
§18 the ounce. Pure gold is worth $1 02 the 
pennyweight or §20 40 the ounce. The vast quan
tity of quartz, which is the chief matrix in which 
the Georgia and North Carolina gold is found, is a 
grand obstacle to its extraction,especially by smelt
ing—though this has been attempled by Mr. Bis
sel! of Charlotte, North Carolina, w ho visited Hun
gary, etc., to inspect the European methods, the 
matrix being so different—the Hungarian being 
lalcose slate, like the virgin mines—he did not, un
fortunately, succeed, and was cut off by death in 
the midst of his valuable experiments. His brothers, 
however, continued them with some hopes of suc
cess. In Georgia, Dr. Singleton and others have 
subscribed a fund of $10,000 as a reward to any 
one who will devise an improved method of sepa
rating tile gold. 1 would suggest to these gentle
men a trial of the following: Roast well the ore, 
and by pouring cold water on, it will split up in 
smaller pieces. Then heating well a large rever-
beratory furnace, add a quantity of alkali to make 
glass w ith the quartz, in a cast-iron kettle or shell 
of oval shape and considerable size to cover the 
whole bottom of the furnace. When vitrified, by 
raking occasionally with iron rakers to stir it up, 
which is necessary, gold will be discovered adher
ing to them ; then by laying in iron bars and stir
ring occasionally with wooden poles, which in
creases the combustion, the whole of the gold may 
be expected to precipitate arid the glass can be 
used profitably in the manufacture of coarser or 
finer glass-ware, according to ! he purity of the mat
rix. If iron is found to be mixed with the gold, dis
solve it out with sulphuric acid diluted. Lead for 
glazing and making glass is found in Non h Caro
lina. The modes of separation adopted in Georgia 
and Carolina are from the simple frying-pan to the 
rocker. The dirt is put into the frying-pan and 
water dipped up from the stream, and by continued 
agitation and pouring off the w ater, the gold is left 
in one side at first mixed with a black sand which 
is a magnetic oxide of iron, which also disappears 
Willi fresh washing, but it is very wasteful, and 
quicksilver is almost always used, and after press
ing the amalgam through buckskin to separate the 
free quicksilver which is valuable, they hum off'ihe 
mercury from the remaining spongy mass or amal
gam by putting it on a dry frying-pan on ihe fire. 
This, however, is also very wasteful, and from ihe 
workmen hanging over ihe vapors of the metal they 
often contract bad mercurial diseases which render 
life a burden. 1 recommend, in order to avoid this, 
that a simple retort such as a common tea-kettle, 
of cast iron, be used. Put in the amalgam after 
pressing out the uncombined mercury through 
buckskin an I applying to the spout au iron lube 
such as an old gun barrel, attach a bottle at fhe 
other end, lute the lid of the kettle and both unions 
or junctions of the tube which ought to slope down
wards a little, and having the'kettle on a furnace 
or fire, let the receiver or bottle be in a basin of cold 
water, and laying a rag on the whole extent of the 
gun barrel, let it be kept cool and wet with cold 

them is one-half deeper, say like half a hollow 
globe. In this you could rock and wash the gold 
either with or without mercury, still on a small 
scale, but more than you could in a frying-pan. 
The chief method and most effectual adopted in 
Georgia and the Carolinas, is the rocker or 

even a paper was found to be scorched, ana the 
atmosphere w ithin v\as as cool as if there had been 
no fire in its vicinity. 

It is imjiossible lo name the loss of Hoe & Co. 
with any degree of accuracy, as they have had no 
opport unity as yet lo examine their books and as
certain the value and amount of the stock in the 
warerooms. It will range, however, from $10,000 
to $20,000, and is nearly, if not wholly covered by 
ihe insurance. The building was also owned by 

••radie made as follows : [See also plate :] Saw off j the Company, and is insured. 
seven or eight feet of a large poplar tree, or any i The fire will iri no wise interfere with the usual 
other suitable wood. Cift off the upper third the arrangements of Hot: & Co., nor seriously impede 
whole 1 ugth, and then hollow out a trough per- ! their business. The premises destroyed were mere-
fectly smooth and round inside. Put stays across i ly used as a wareroom for the deposit of pressesand 
like thwarts to a boat, at equal distances, to give 
strength lo the fabric. I,et two boards, of six inches 
wide, or flanges, be nailed on each side of the top, 
the whole length, to prevent water washing over 
the side- Put on three rockers,diminishing iu size, 
so that the whole machine may gently incline or 
slope downwards at one end. The upper end is to 

other aritcles which it was more convenient to have 
in the lower than ihe upper part of the city, and 
the repair shop. The machinery of the latter is 
indeed so little damaged, that it can be put in opera
tion as soon as the rubbish is cleared away. The 
main establishment is in the upper part of the city, 
where all orders will l>e attended to with the usual 

be stopped up with a hoard nailed on. Then two I promptness, until the down-town branch can again 
feet below you nail a sheet of iron or copper, perfo- j be put in working order. The adjoining building, 
rated willi holes the same as the board covering the 
end in shape, but. as this in to come inside, you will 
readily perceive it is accomplished by turning up 
the edge, and by that edge you nail it on all round. 
In this part you throw the dirt, previously sifted in 
a coarse sieve, to separate large stones. You then 
pour water on it in as continuous a stream as possi
ble, and it causes all the finer portions and gold dust 
to pass into the body of the.rocker, which you keep 
in agiiation all the time. Whatever gold is iu 
lumps you will doubtless be sharp enough to pick 
up, in place of throwing away with the large gravel. 
The copper or iron plate may have |ierforaiioiis in 
it of one-eighth of an inch in size, and as I did not 
wish to puzzle with too many directions at once, 1 
now come to the description of the body of the 
rocker. First, then, one foot below the copper di
vision, put a cleat or rib, two and a half or three 
inches high, to go round equally, same as a lining 
of hoop, and each foot below put another cleat of 
two inches high, making five or six cleats, accord
ing to the length of your rocker. On the upper side 
of these ribs or bars, the gold deposits by its weight. 
If quicksilver is to be used, two [lounds on the tirsi 
bar, one and a half on the second, one on the third, 
and half a pound on the fourth, would be enough 
for a large quantity of gold, and its color and con
sistency would show w hen it was saturated. This 
machine could be made in this city, either out of 
sheet iron entirely and of small size, or full size out 
of narrow wooden plank, ploughed and grooved, 
and put together on arrival out. These could be 
lied together, and carried out as baggage by sea. 
The other end is often left open, but I recommend a 
sate or sluice to be fitted on, so that after rocking 
some time and letting it have time for the finer gold 
to subside, much more might be saved. Then add
ing a little fresh water, finish the washing in hand 
basins or frying pans. 

occupied by Wm. I lager à Co., type founders, C. 
Davison Co., stereotypers, and J. T. Crowell & 
Co., printers, was somewhat dainwged in the upper 
part. The loss is light and covered by insurance. 
New Y ork Commercial. 

I Sickles & Co . Importers and Dealers in Drugs 
j and Medtrines, Paints, (J:L and Dye-stuffs, 24 Mag*z ne street, 
j New Orleans. j»30 lyW 

" G. N. Morison, Wholesale and Retail Druggist, 
eattr in Pants, Otis, Glass, Dye stuffs, etc. No. 12 Magazine and Z?i 

T Orle 
N. U. Direct IIUJK. 

J. ETERNOD 

• of ENGLISH CHEMICALS. J*I9 lyW 

B. A*TOONlNl. . n. TRKRRINI. 

. New Orleans. 
1st», BILLIARD TABLES, wiih nil nectary i 
j»iy ly W J. ETERNOD Är CO. 8 Conti 

ami Printers, 34 
i Business Cards, Bill-heads, 
he neatest n 

tW Shields & Collins, Entra 
Camp street. New Oileaus. Visitiuff " ' 1 

" eu i fis. Slumps an<l Jewelry EugTaveu 
Wood Engraving in all Ks branches. 

Fl 

ki 
j prices, 

lain 

Ja20 lyW 

*3^ Seedsman and Florist. — Garden, Farm and 
..wer Seed*; (forden Too'* , Agricultural Implements; Fruit Treef, 
all kinds ; Shruliherv; Green-house Plant» ; Dutch Bulbous Flower 

nuts; Books ou Gardening, Farming etc. ; for sale at reasonable 
Nu. 9 Gravier street, New Orleans. 

ja20 lyW WILLIAM PINN, Agent. 

Wholesale Silk Goods Establishment. —C. 
YALE, JR. & CO., Silk, Fanny and Straw Goods, Millinerv Arti
cle«, Ribbons, Laces, Gl v-*. Shawls, Hosiery and Linens, No. 27 
Magazine st., bet ween Common and Gravier sts., N.Orleans. d2 ly W 

C."̂  E. Heaton, Wholesale and Retail Saddlery 
Warehouse, No. 1'J Canal street Row, (Opposite the Customhouse.) 
New Orleans. J**0 lyW 
JAMBS M. POOl.K IDWD. R. POOLÇ. 

Foole & Brother, Cotton Factors and Commits-
sion Merchants, No. 90 Magazine street. New Orleans. dS lyW 

Hat and Cap Store.— NIB 
J BREWSTER, iH 

Wholesale Hit and Cap Store, No. 17 Common street, New 
Orleans. »30 JyW 

BF. JJMIRH & BROCKLEBANK, 
. nt .VT.il. SVRGEOJtS. Nonh 

Stamping Mill Machinery and Hockers. 

This mill is, of course, for rock in which gold is 
found, ür. Singleton's is situated on the bank of 
a stream, which is dammed across and goes by 
water power. It is a building of one story, the 
wheel being next the river. At the back is a 
sloping place or inclined plane, to carry down the 
ore. already reduced by hammer or roasting to 
small size, directly under fhe stampers, which are 
six in number, weighing with their shoe of iron 

*500 pounds each. These are large square posts of 
heavy wood, with square ends of iron a foot or 
more in depth. They stand in a row, and are 
guarded above and below with cross-beams, and 
of course are quite loose, excepting that each two 
come into a strong iron box willi a bed of solid 
iron. They are raised up by a large shaft running 
round, forced by the water-wheel, and encircled 
by a row of large w ooden pegs, corkscrew fashion, 
or spirally. A peg on each stamper, at a proper 
height, causes ihn stampers to be lifted up in succes
sion, and they fall by their own weight and crush 
the ore. 'Any one familiar with the Irish linen 
beetling mills must see that they are on the same 
principle. Directly in front of each two stampers, 
is a sheet of iron perforated, which, when water is 
let on by a sluice, admit, by a sloping wide spout, 
the fine sand to the rockers. The rockers are 20 
feet long, and are such as have been described, ex
cept that you will see that the first comparlinent in 
the hand-rocker is not wanted. The rockers are 
three in number, and are put in motion by a move
able crank on the same shaft, so that pushing them 
out of gear their motion can be stopped. It is very | Jaeti 
rapid from side to side, and when the w hole mill is 
in motion it makes considerable racket, the w ater 
splashing up, but being forced back by the flanges 
does not come over the side. There are three bars 
iu each rocker. In the first is deposited 1 pounds 
of quicksilver; in the second, 2 pounds ; and the 
third, one. These work on an axle or pivot at each 
end, as many of the Georgia and Carolina ones do : 
the hand ones resting on i wo short posts. Many or 
the hand ones are rocked by treadles, olliers by a 
pole, sloping angularly, fastened securely at the 
back, and going through a hole in the centre of fhe 
bottom, which gives power over the whole ma
chine, if not too large. 

CLOTHING. 

EMIGRANTS TO CALIFORNIA SHOULD REMEMBER 
that the next thing in importance to that of having a 

ftood supply of Provisions for the inner man, is to have a 
due regard to the wants of the outer man. We distinctly 
s'ate that we are not selling at coif, but at as low prices as 
any other house in the city. Those in want of CLOTHING 
for the " Cold " or any other " Diggings," are respectfully 
invited to call at the ca«h store of 

JOHN SOUTHWELL & CO.. 21 Canal st., 
fyl3d&W tf Under the Planters' Hotel. 

PROTECTION FROM BURGLARS AND FIRE. 

IMiE Subscriber lirt^ constantly for <.alf» agool assortment 
of RICH & CO.'S IMPROVED PATENT SALA

MANDER HOOK AND JEWELRY SAFES, embrac-
uig a great variety of sizes and patterns. The capacity of 
this article to resist hot M fire and bnrglars, has been repeat
edly tested, and uniformly with a triumphant result. The 
confidence of the public in RICH & CO.'S SAFES, is 
abundantly demonstrated by sa]es of over 1800 of them in a 
period of six years, including 635 in this market. Those mer
chants and other* who nre using theo'd styles of Iron Chests, 
have only to inquire of those who experienced their worth-
les*ne>s at the lire m Chartres street, in March, 1847, and on 
previous occasions, in order to be convinced that they are 
thus subjecting their Honks, Papers, Money, etc , to great 
hazard. Orders for SAFES, accompanied bv plans for the 
interior arrangement, will be promptly executed, on applica
tion to 

fy3-lmd&W 
ISAAC BRIDGE, 

76 Magazine Street. 

te* 
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DEROSNE'S SYSTEM OF MANUFACTURING 
A N D  R E F I N I N G  S U G A R .  

IN consequence of false reports circulated by nnpuncipled 
partisans as well as Government officials, tending to de-

c**ive the pu-lie with reparti to the availability ana °ÄP®-
bUity. a* well as the unprecedented success of DEROSNE'S 
SY STEM, the subscribers feel it their duty to make the 
public acquainted wrh the facts in regatd to those points es
pecially. Its availability will be s*en by the list of prices ; 
its capability and success may be judgtd of by the following 
facts : There are constantly employed upwards of (WU0) one 
thousand workmen in inakiug the apparatus in the shop«of 
Dero>ne's alone. The largeit refineries, and upwards of 
lour hundred estates in Europe, the Indies. Egypt, and this 
country, all woiking by Derosue's system. In Cuba no other 
system of vacuum is u ed, and among the new estates now 
fitting up in one that will make 150,(00 lbs. per day, by De-
roMie's system ; the largest one now in operation worked last 
jear one hundred and lifreen days, making live millions and 
five hundred thousand pounds, or 47.8J6 lbs, per day, on an 
average ; no other fuel but bagasse was used for grinding the 
cane and making the sugar, and JO hands performed ail the 
labor b--tween the mill and pitting the BUgar, averaging 2391 
lbs per hand. 

We ate prepared to furnish the apparatus, fitted up in a 
simp'e and compact form. that, can be managed by any in-
telligen* per:on. for the following juices 

$8.000 CO 
13 .l*i0 00 
15.000 00 
2*2,000 00 

SPACE OCM;UPI«D. 
35 feet square. 

45 

CAPACITY PER DAY. 
8.000 pounds. 

12,000 .. 
18,000 .. 
24 .OFJO .. 

SI'GAR KETTLES of wrought iron, various sizes, 
constantly on hand, and for sale at 35 Camn street. 

BONNER & SMITH, Agents. 
fy6 12td2tW Novelty Iron Work». 

MUTUAL BENEFIT LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
JVo. 11 WALL STREET, New York. 

r|~*HIS COMPANY completed its third year on the lit day 
1 of May last, at which time the surplus amounted to 

business unparalleled !• 

annually upon all lift 
or more premin mi ; the 

$542,010 58, showing an amount 
the history of Life Insurance. 

Dividends o' profits are decla 
policies, which have settled wc , —, 
profits draw interest at the rate of per cent, per annum, and 
can be made available at. once, to ne extent of two-thirds of 
their amount, where the party has paid hii premiums in fuIL 

Premiums are payable annually, but may be paid semi
annually, or quarterly, and parties taking life policies msy 
if they preler, give their individual notes for one-half the 
annual premium, upon which they will be required to payo 
per cent, interest. 
Statement oj the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Com• 

•pana. JVCIO York, Map I, 1848._ 
This < *orr any has issued, since April 15th, 184Bj 

to this date, (threi years,) 
Policies caucelled and expired 

.Söüi Fol law. 

4708 
»697.446 81 

21.37« 
718.788 04 
17ti.7ifl 4« 

•543.010 68 

Stampni'j Mill and Inclined Plane. 

[The above doe» not include the Rockers, which lie in front, a3 the previous sketch and description are sufficient.] 

S M E L T I N G .  

TEMPERANCE I\ VERMONT.—The recent State 
Temperance Convention at Burlington, Vt., wan 
characteiized by much enthusiar-m and determina- ' 
lion, and the lemperance cause has thereby received 

The only remaining process is smelting, or melt
ing the gold. This is readily accomplished in Hes
sian or black-lead crucibles, of which each emi
grant should have a nest or two, and gold scales 
and weights, as well as strong bottie of nitric 
acid, with an accurately ground stopper, as it will 
dissolve all the base metals, and does not touch 

DESTRUCTIVE FIRF. IN NEW YORK—Hoe 4" 
Co. Burnt Out.—About 11 o'clock hist night [Cth 
inst.] a fire broke out in the fourth story of the 
large double building Nos. 29 and 31 Gold street, 
known as the Hoe Manufacturing Company's 
warehouse, and in a short time the whole of the 
main edifice was in ruins, and all the property in 
the premises destroyed. The first and second 
stories were occupied by Messrs. Hoe <fe Co. as 
offices and warerooms for presses and other ma
terials for printing. The third by J. D. Stouvenal 
<fc Co., glass cutters, whose loss is heavy, and only 

Sirtially covered by insurance. The fourth by J. 
. Chevalier, cutler, loss from $801) to $1000. no 
iuranc«, and Bauer & Boden,' paper stainers, who 

• we 

gold. A small hut substantial pair of bellows is ! 
needed in case of melting, to increase the fire. 

The only other method that the writer can sug- j 
gest, to increase the product of the gold washings, j 
is electricity. A powerful galvanic battery should 1 

be tried by some one having the leisure and op- j 
portuniiy. 

could not learn. The fifth by George W. Wood, I 
as a printing office. His loss is about $10,000, on : 
which there is only an insurance of §2500. 

The cross building, occupied by Leonard & : 
Wendt, shear makers, was considerably damaged, i 
The firm were insured, probably, to the amount of I 
their loss. 

The rear wing, in which were the valuable en
gine and machinery furnishing the motive power of 
the whole establishment, was damaged only by the ! 
water. The books of the Company and those of 1 

their tenants were saved, without receiving the j 
slightest damage. After the large fire of 1835,one ] 
of the partners, who is now in Kurope, planned and i 

: had constructed an arched vault in the basement 
of the building, with walls two feet thick, which j 

Policiei now in force. 
Amount of premiums on 
Received for interest 

Net proceeds 

The recipients of the amount paid fori ones, are 
a» follows, viz : 

Widows « 38 
Husbands 6 
Children ...163 
Creditors » 7 

1 he surplus of the Company, this day. is $542,010 88 
R« »BERT L. PATTERSON. PrewdeaU 

BENJAMIN C. MILLER, Secretary. 

A child has an insurable interest in the life of a parent. Sd 
a single woman, dependent on her brother for her support 
and education, has a sufficient interest in hii life to entitle 
her to insure it. So husbands, sometimes insure the lives o 
their wives ; and, by a recent statute in New York, iti 
made lawful for any married woman, by herself, and in ha 
name, or m the name of any third jjerson, with his assent, a 
her trustee, to cause to be insured for her sole use, the life of 
her husband, for any definite period, or for the term of his 
natural life; and, in case of her surviving her husband, the 
net amount of the insurance becoming due shall be payable 
to, and for her own use, free from the claims of the represea-
tatives of the husband, or any of his creditors. And, in casa 
of the death of the wife before her husband, the amount of 
the insurance may be made payable, after her death, to her 
children, or their guardian, for their use. 

A creditor may insure the life of his debtor, to the extento 
his debt, as an indemnity against the loss of the debt. 

For Prospectus and ail papers necessary to effect In
surance and all information as to the plan of operation!, ap
ply*. H. O. HEARTT, 

10 Banki Arcade, New Orleaas. 
VA LENTINE MOTT. MP., J Medical Board of Coe-
Jkr. VAN RKNHHKLAER, M. D., S sulfation. New York. 
B. CÎTILLE, M. !>.. No. 3North st., opposite Lafayette 

Square, Medical Examiner, New Orleans 

November, 1848. 
THE Ml TUAL BENEFIT LIFE IN8URAKCB 

COMPANV, No. 11 WALL STREET, have issued, since 
May last, four hundred and seventy-nine new policies, riz: 
To Merchant« lfe3;To Cashiers of Banks 
.. Clerks 59, .. Secretaries of IM Cos. 3 

Manufacturers.,.. 51 ~ Ladies 18 
Hole! keepers 
Public ( >mcers 
I'niied States Officer*. 
Members ofCongress.. 
Farmers 14 
Other Occupation!.... 8 

.. Mechanics 42 

.. Clergymen 25 

.. Lawyers 21 

.. Physicians 17 

.. Sea Captains 8 
,. Seamen 5 

Amounting to.. 411 

Total New Poiiciei 479 
Surplus of the Company, November 1. 1848 $690,000 

ROBERT L. PATTERSON, President. 
BIMJ.C. MILSER Secretary. ja!8 


