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ploa; from time 10 time he raised his hand to his
forehead in despair; one would have suid that he
war endeavoring 1o draw (rom thence some saluts-
1y bea. * Unfortanate— most unforiunnte " eried
he, 10 be detnined on the ruad, not 10 he able 1o
honor one's engageament —it i terrible—it is fright-
ful!" ““What is the matier, Father Bonevolo 1"
»aid the hostess; * why do you torment yoomell
thoe!™ "Whyl—y«n sk me why! B, you do nnt
know it is necessnry that I should be, day afier fo-
morrow, at Salerco, 1o bave & m‘-dy performed ™"
“Well, Father Benevolo 1" * Well, | have a s
perb troupe, 8 wagnificent princess, with eyes like
two black dinmonds, and as mvishing & voice as
ever lot fall from two red lips the harmonioas ver-
sex of the poete”  “In that case, why do you In-
mean! “I have alwo," recommanced Banevolo,
*“an admirable clown, a frighiful face, & wonderfol
grinner—it in Hemeliios end Democritue In the
mms hody.”  * Why then " —again demanded the
hotese—** why thissdnces "' * Ak ! it is becnuse
there i wanting an essential chameter which |
cannot find ; T am in wantof & tragedian.” *“The
ddutice,' eriedl the hostens, ** that is vexing.” “The
more vering that my combinstionis destroyed ;
adien 1o my representations at Salerno, adien my
go'den dacats which | have seen in dresiss '™ and
the poor director clasped his baming bead betwesn
s baode, ** Listen," said the hostems, ** [ vsteem
you, and desire (0 e you suocerd, | going 10
supply your want.” * My tragedian1” * Your
tragedisn ; & young man of this city, who has fled
irom his family 1o bocome an actur, and who asks
but the tragie dagger to becoms celebratad and
make the fortune of any director,” “ Oh! what
good fortune ! Holy Virgin you then protect me !
Bring your yuung man quickly, soms one will per-
haps earry lum off from me” *“ The advice of
Benevolo wita usclons; his protectress had disap.
peated.  She returned lending a great boy by the
band. ** Here, there i your man.” ** A child,"
said piteomnly the director, lookiog st the ehubby
hoy, * whe nepires 10 represent the Emperors of
Rome and the tribmoes of the lalian Republict*
A child who will make his way," replied the
good woman in atone of pigue. * Hem, look at
ttle, weo that attitude, see his gestores—ihat
Bravo, bravo, hravisimo ! cried Bene-
valo, “ you will do sdmimbly in Othello, you will
make an admirile M with a litte bronxing ;
bold thers, my gallant ; 1 will take gou s the clilef
pomvonage, [ will pay your traveliog expenses, and
mote ; before your dehut hors are twenty duca
for your pockst wonoy ; does that satiefy you 1"
* Considerably,” replied the child. ** How an: you
caled 1" “ Luidigi” * Luidigi what 1™ ¢ Luidi.
g, in short,” unld the hostess, * this child has res.
woua far not telling his family name, fur he may be
cotpalled to return 1o the shespfold, * And the
stroy lamb hae no fanny for i, sdded Benevolo,
smiling.  *In that cass et nx collect our packoges
and depart. | am going to placo our fisvt tagedian
on n mile, and he will ot by our side.”  An hoor
aftecwards Benovolo, Laidigh, and the entire des-
matie troupe had quitted the city. The director,
on hin arrival at Salerno, had it announced every
where that the youig tragedian, Luidigl, would ap-
pesr in an important part of the play ; sod be pee-
seniied him beforeliand to the public as nu extraor
dinary phanomenon of talent, at an early age. The
result of this vkilful preparatory moverrent was not
decelving. An immense crowd filled the hall uf
represenintion on the evening of opening.  Already
Benevolo rubbed his hand ; aleendy wan Luldigi
onveloped in his costume of the middle age, prac-
tising, behind the curiain, the imperious and proud
attitodes of the Roman Emperors; alroady the
enshier of the company piled the gold recelved.
All was joy present and oy to como.  But, alaa!
what deceptions in this world!  Destiny blew up
on this castle of cands and upsot the whole edifice.
Six consnbles entered on the scene with the can-
didate and seized his peron in virtue of an onder
of I M. Jonchim Murat, King of Naples. They
acted in the name of the family of Luidigi, and
were commissioned to carry the vagrent back to
the consereatory of masie, whero ho had studisd,
before his flight, under the learned director, Mar-
cello Pervino, * Lond ! Lond ! wo grent a tragedian
opposed In his voeation,” eried Beuevolo. * Do
uot grieve my brave friend,™ repliod Laidigi, peess-
ing his hand, ** 1 will t1ke my rovenge, 1shall be
a tmgedinn in spito of them.” * And my profis
Towt 1" 1 will hold mryself responaible for all this,""
continued the child who was wtruggling In the
hands of the constables. * Aod my cutlay for
your pocket money 1" “ I will repay you in time,"
and the poor aspirant of tragedy was led nway,
“ At least,” said Bonevolo, smiling to himself,
“1 have not lost all, they have not taken every
thing ; the little fellow luas Jeft e i trwnk.”  In
fact, Luldigl had fuegotton o lnrge and beavy trunk,
1he director broke the lock, hoping that the con-
tents would indemnifly him for hin expenditure.
Oh misforiuoe ! The trunk wasonly filled with
samil ! Luldigh, who undemstood the miseries of s
artin's making & fint appearnnce, had taken it 1o
give him a respoctable footing atthe inoe.  The di-
rector wrote 1o bim feom Salerno: “Youaren
roghie 3 you have lell in my hands an object with-
out value. Tt will be 10 your conmcience a econ-
wtant remorse, but, that which canses me the most
pain.  You will not be a tragedian.  Benevolo,™
Luidigh replivd o him in the sme Inconic style :
“ Yuunma fool. Koep the objent, such s it s
1 will rebuy it of you before ten m at \wenty
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times the money which 1 have d from you,
anl that in playing vagedy.  Lukligh"

Ten yenrs, twenty yours pased, and Bonevolo
received no news fnm his pupil, when one day he
finkshed by no lunger inkiog of haw *The
child bas forgotien me,” he said 10 himeelf, * the
more certninly as he has failod in the most ipor-
ot part of bis promise. e in singing in opers
instond of pl.ylo‘ |u¢ody what fully!™  Ouve
day, , Who lived modems
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retired ln & garret at Naples, recelved the follow-
ing lines : “ Come and see mo immedintely, my old
fellow, and bring the trunk Alled with sand ; 1 will
pay you for i, Here are five hundred france to
pay your traveling oxpenves. Luldigi, Blchalioy
street, 104, Paris.”

Benevulo nearly went mad; he mnde no prepa-
ration, ok nothing but the reclaimed trunk, and
after soma days arrived in Paris, where his aucient
him in his arms. ** Hero, my
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old friend,” sai Luidigi, who bad become of an
enormous rotundity, ** take this contract for rent of
1200 francs ; it in the ransom of my trunk of Saler-
00" * 8o much money—my doar,” said the ez
director, * bat 1 dare not™ * Take I, neverthe-
losn; my fortune baw increased with my fglre.”
AR pepliodd Benewolo, “ 1 sm vary happy,
Luddigh; but one thiog only paine me—it s that
you are & singer inmicad of bolng « sragedinn aa yoa

promised me 0 be. " What would you have I'




