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dug, which turned the coutse of the Ecplirases into the Tigre
Dafore it reached Babiylon ; sid 1o ssve the coustry yet mor

nver, buslt with bricks comented with bitumen, which vom.
inarced at the hoad of the aruficial canais, aud extanded bo-
low the eity,

It s plesstug that &t w surly an age we shoubl haveso
expleatly banded down to pemenity moh anitisputed instances
of e shining and beilliant isteliect of woman av the Build.
ing of Bth-. and the formation of luu—nov.el-llhlnl
levers, sl of which works sre scdbed 10 Bemirambs and
Nhwocriv—two ladin of the blood-myal. Semiramis, it bs
satel, wmployed two mithian men at te works

1 have refoerod 10 thawe works, bocsuse it might lereafier
bo attmmpisd 10 suppoct the Levee vyimm, on e gromml
tiat it wis wped with effoat of obl, ard encore that it s
the unveral paances for the dangers of crevame uyen the
Mimmdjpi—but not w0, The Enplenios wae s pigmy weter
rill, in comparion 1o the Father of Watens. The wasem of
that strewmn didd not carry such 3 pouderons sediment, in wolu.
thon ; the baaks of that river were flem and compact, while
the delta ol the Mismimippi b easily ahrmsed, The woman
who conld employ two million men gpom wch & work, had
meem endunited wt hor command, which we kave oot &b
dirvsted the coarm of the whaldriver, and when the eriginal
ehannel was dry, buill brick levees, cementerd with bitumes,
Could the Mimiwepisi be divertod from its chanoel, aoil agnin
st plensure be rerurnad to it—cosld two milbon mes be em.
woyed wpoa it—could bricks and hydranlic lime s fficient to
nroh i hottomt, and cometract kvees, upon sad againet it
ik, bo vitatond, then they might be sffectual.  Could fire
Al water aniw—coukl aleobel be paured upon fire, and ot
{gnite, then, and not until then, will it be posible to mutraln
the Misimippi, permanenily, by bevoss. The present Leves
ayotem, them, is franglt with many snd glaring evile, both
with rmpect 10 the orgssization of the law mgulating the

with suy 300 fuet of levor, or upwanls, may koeg his portion
of the bunk in repair, but his nelghbors nt elther side (umall
Inndhollen) may mason thus: Mr. A, (the large progmetar),
l-hnnh{q..uu-n--mu:l-t.s A should
oan lireak, 5o matter how strong or good Mr. A ‘s froat leves
winy be, bis plastation will be inundeted. And on U other
aod, the largs poprietar (Mr. A) may cossider: wall, thesw
br 00 mow b my attending to the stability of my Wror, becate
my neighbors, 1 aad C, at say rate, will ot sepair thelrs
bt wine, thersfore, take it chanon. I do oot see by what
right | wm obliged 10 build levess to protect the property of
others: wid, I I do not, theirs will break, and I shall be
Booded. 1 have heard thess ressons given for nnmfe bevees
lselog permitted 10 rematn w

Sach & wyvtem of compariag woukl be ensiest, i therw was
8 law pamed by the Leghlntum appointing an Inspeotoe of
Lavees for the whols State, und sl for each Pas.
Inh, whase duty wonld be to exarcie & strict. ** snrvedllance’!
aver the safe condition of the Lavees, 10 tahw roundiug pe-
n):!_llr at the cancave bends, and vigilantly to waich over
the firut
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* concave bonsle. ' the Levees require to be bailt perioddically
and 1 be rearty removed farthor beck fo make room for the
caving and h Gpon the ar their foun.

parts of
e Coregonng., be, he saame A

—i, {QIJ)“‘INMJ::

lation—the matural bank ; bat although iodividuaily, sach
planter dom not immetistely suffer from thw effonts of & cre-
vame, olll i # short time the back water caused by the over,
flow fills wp the canaki, (mpeden the discharge of his drains,
aoxd ghokes the prmp of his draining machine, 17, howsver,
Uiose ovil affocta did not accrue, the great repablican maxin
**the greatest good for the greatest nnmber,” woshd enrire
the adoption of & n-u. by whicha general fund for the
Luilding and repair of Levess would be woured ill.h-u the
Interfersnce of individual and privats caprios.  This principls
shohl not alone apply 10 the banks of the Misimippi, bot 1o
the banks of rivers sl bayous—its tributaries ;: aml not nlone
10 Laveen, but to all methods or wrimasires adopimd, o bere
aller 10 be ndopresd, for the prevention’ of overflows of the

e

A great and meogerablo oluecton 1 Lovom ws an wiasseised
ystem, for the provention of overflows upan the Mississippd,
wlo., o, I» that it bs & ** never mding, still begiuning sys.

befare sated, esentially alluvial, coumpossd of & uﬂ.l-u-
dubris, easil) ncted wpen In any iostason, by Buorstic inf

ence, bt especially when we tnke into conslilerstion the ue-
linr conformation of s bends, in connsetion with the frisble
unture of |ts banks, we mast &t ence be convipeed, that no
miatter haw piausibie the theary, wod how stable U supee.
strocture, whether it be called 8 Lavew or an wrtificial bask,
when the submtrocture, that s the satural bank, b ot to be
depended wpon, gives way and caries s the Lavee, 5o mutter
how lroad i Wase—no matir hew conolidatod i strue-
Uire—the Lavew must share the fats of the sndy foundation
upon whish it stands,

1 have chrefully investigntd thiv matter, and fiod that

have ecvurred wpou the N-—-wri. they
from a caving of \he natural banks, from the
wffocts uf that destroyer of leveen, the crawiish, having borsd
the Jevee, and thereby oocasloned an vwsing, which, not hav.
lu?—-muu._-bdhlmm-hal‘undh
rush of the ters wpan & wew and nncomsoliduted fovee,
which gave way, beconm the prowam wis pot squaliisst,
and the component parts had not had time to denfy. Soch
was the ocomsion of the break a4 Mr. Bauvd’s plastation in
Junowry bt (1550), which, bowever, was happlly arrestad
by the netivity wnd eoergy of the plasiom.

At best, the Loves arstem s n mahe-shift—s emporser
rolief, which, by care, vigilance, mud snoeseng Jowes (o the
Oouspben of praperty at the concave bemds, wnd 3 contimoal
yiwlding up 1o the unintermapted call of the Father ol Riven—
Give! give! of land, honws, gantem, sto. wic., can be keji
off s liwe lovger. Touday retires yoor levew beyoud rour
Ancostur'y improvamosls, many some ) give Wy the hows,
patterres and improvements it by your futhor, and in s fow
yeurs your son will be obllged to give up the habitstion holt
by you, 10 buill new levem, © mise a new dwelling —unios
lbc-lhmv.ﬂﬁwlhwm"hu& foms the
eanlly piekling bank b dafeaded (ram the sliewsive wffect of
s witers, The systom | proposs seidl effees this, will add
10 the soouring power of the cntrent, will cloar awuy the
deposit 00 the bar at the Balles.  Theevileflect of the Laves
wrem s appamst wpon all ivers wheee It has been ailopied.
Lot e ixsstamon e § 0 b Lialy 3 its bed s il above the
Jevel of the ook of te bowss of the adjscont country.
“Fluie in thee witbet of the Leves yyvtem: it induces deoposition
af U sedimentary pare nhnmoﬂhcld 0 the case of
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