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To Our Advertising Patrons. 
KlT Our advertising friends are earnestly requested to 

wwl in all advertisements intended for Monday morninc' 
paper, a» Tar as practicable, during Samrday ; and the 

earlier in the day the better it will «nit 

See advertisements of Auction Sales on first page. 

See first and fourth pages for a variety of in­
teresting matter. 

Union Meeting.—Invitation to Gen. Foote to 
visit New Orleans.—We are requested to state 
that there will be a meeting of the Union young 
men of this city, both native and adopted, without 
distinction of party, this evening, at seven o'clock, 
at Banks Arcade. One of the objects of the meet­
ing, we understand, is to invite Senator Foote, of 
Mississippi, to visit NewOrleans en route for 
Washington. We heartily approve this movement 
It will be a most gratifying spectacle to see the 
Chalmette Guards and the Fillmore Rangers meet­
ing to do honor to Gen. Foote, for his gallant and 
noble stand in defence of the TJ nion of these States. 
Let all who love the Union and the Constitution 
turn out ! 

We are compelled, for want of space this morn­
ing, to defer our notices of new books until to­
morrow. 

Medical Text-books.—We inadvertently omitted yesterday 
to direct the attention of medi'-ul students and others, as it 
-was our pnrpnse to do. to the advertisement, in its appropri­
ate place, of J. B. Steel, No. 14, Camp street. He often tor 
sale, on excellent term', a large assortment of Medical text-
kooks. Steel, by *he way. kepps a magnificent establish, 
ment ; and strange to say offers his books at publishers' 
price* .' This in anew feature to us in the book trade. 1 sup­
pose it wi.l pay the sell ir—he should know best : it is cer-
.taiuly bight) advantageous to the public. 

We accidentally omitted yesterday to acknowledge our 
«bligations to the ever obliging officers of the steamboat* 
Oregon, Alhambra, A'eck Scott, and Buena Vista, for fa-
vow in their respective lines. 

American Theatre.—This evening will be performed the 
sterling comedy of "The Soldier's Daughter"—Widow 
Chetrly, Mile. Marie Duret. After a variety of dancing, 
the cr.tertainments will conclude with the celebrnted af:er 
piece of "The Married Rake," in which Mile. Marie Duret 
Will appear. 

Corps of Players at the St. Charles Theatre.—We 

bave been furnished with the following list of the 
dramatic company engaged at the St. Charit s for 
the ensiling season : 

Mrs. Parker, (late Mrs. R. Russell), Mrs. W. G. Jones, 
flute Miss Wa : staff.) Mrs. Chapman, (lute Miss Julia Drake) 
Mrs. Lannr, from the Histrionics; Mrs. Russell, Mrs. Mary 
Mill; Miss Kinc; Mrs. An demon; Miss S. Bennett: Miss A. 
Bennett; Mrs. Shea; Misses Schoolcrafl — Mr. Walter M. 
Leman; Mr. J. M. Weston; Mr. W. G. Jones; Mr. Ben De-
Bar; Mr. Henry Chapman; Mr. Wellesley Venua; Mr. J. B. 
Fuller; Mr. C. Watson; Mr. M. Smith; Mr. T. Bishop, vo-
oalut; Mr. Boswell; Mr. Veitch; Mr. S. B. Leaman; Mr. 
Wantlj: Mr. Edwin; Mr. Cantor; Mr. Geddes; Mr. Everett; 
Mr. Fredericks; Mr. Uhl; Mr. Barclay; Mr. Morand; Mr. 
Lud low, and Mr. Sol Smith.... Stage Manager, Mr. DeBar; 
prompter. Mr. Hnntly; clerk and treasurer, Mr. C. Chesley; 
principal scenic artist, Mr. Laidlaw; leaderof the orchestra, 
Mr. Waidauer: principal machinist, Mr. D. Ellsworth: cos­
tumer, Mr. Cantor. 

We learn with rauch satisfaction that Mrs. Fer­
ren, whose recent engagements in St. Louis, Phil­
adelphia and Baltimore, and other cities, have been 
attended with such brilliant success, is engaged for 
a brief season at the St. Charles. Mrs. Farren's 
friends and admirers in New Orleans are legion. 
She may soon be expected to arrive. The St. 
Charles opens on Wednesday. 

We invite the attention of our city renders to the advertise­
ment of Henry Hamburger, Merchant Tailor, No. 164 Camp 
street, which will be found in another column. We had 
ca«0te, a few days since, to examine his stock of goods, and 
we can say with sincerity that we have aeeu nothing 
fine to surpass it. Those who prefer having their clothing 
mndtt to order, may rely upon Hamburger for a perfect fit, 
and for a candid and fair representation of the quality of the 
goods offered. 

We are requested to call the attention of buyers to the sale, 
by catalogue, of extra tine French cloths and 
rich merino shawls, ginghams, and other style« of fresh 
ported dry goods ; also, four cases warranted genuine j 
Maria Cologne Water. The whole just received direct from 
the manufactory, and to be sold this day. by Vincent & Co., 
at No. 6 Conti street, at ten o'clock, for cash. •#» 
Mud Islands at Moutli or the Mississippi. 

NOVEMBER 4, IS 10— 8 p. M. 
Messrs. Editors—This afternoon we spent a short Mme in 

the examination of one of the many " mud islands" that are 
appearing and disappearing abeutthe mouths of the Patses 
«f the Miwisaißpi river. Our survey brought us near 
many ot them, and the time spent on one, to which our 
tendon had been directed by Capt. La F.. who had p 
vbusly examined it, was certainly well compensated, a co 
p liment we cannot pay to the survey itielf. 

For the benefit of those who may nerer have read of or 
•een those mud lumps, or as some call them "sand blows," 
let me premise that they appear and disappear suddenly, as 
compared with the usual history of island growth, even on 
the Mississippi river. For instance, one having about two 
hundred feet diameter, near the Island below described, has 
appeared within two yea«, risen to an elevation of six feet 
above the Gulf water, and is now fast bein< removed by 
waves, weather and sinking. Others have uuch greater dura­
tion, and b come permanent additions to the cres.ent banks 
along the Tames. 

Artesian Isle, as we have named this, th-,t made its appear* 
ance inlHjU, and has pretty well maintained its form and di­
mensions to the present time. It has a length of about »WO 
feet, a width of about 230 feet, and a present maximum height 
of 7 feet 4 inches. 

Not far from its eastern end the re il a sa't spring, which 
forms the leading feature of the Island, and furnishes its on I y 
obvious solution. 

As you approaoh it, a cone appears some two or three feet 
high, and of 60 feet base, from the summit of wh ich you 
babblings, and on nearer view you find that a thin dark lead 
colored mud or slime is lieing constantly discharged, with 
occasion*I emissions of sa- , the mud running over *luggUhly, 
and flowing down the sides of the cone, uutil the 
evaporate, and leave the mud to for«n permanent additions 
1o tUe growing cone. This process continues in each 
the cone reaches au altitude of "ome s.ven feet above the 
water level, when the spring breaks ou', in some less elevated 
place, or cea=e« to run. The surface of the island has evi. 
deuces of many such tumuli having been forne.1 upon it, yet 
the mass of the is and has not-thus been formed. On thecon-
trarr, the mud: islands often show themselves first without 
spring», rising in a hemispberiodal form from the water, and 
ihe springs appear subsequently. In other cases, however, 
the springs are discharged into the Gulf water without ever 
producing an island, the mud, if any. is discharged, being 
carried away by waves and current«. 

The water, when settled, H very strong salt water, without 
*ny foreign taste,and upon the drying mud and clay the whole 
island glistens with crystal salt. The mud forms a blue clay 
which attains a great hardness on being dried and burnt, but 
retains it» intense salt tuste after being hiked into solid 
brick. The sediment of the spring is almost destitute of sand, 
but it mixes with the deposits of the Mississippi, and alter­
nates with its sands, forming a lu ruinated clay, breaking as it 
does on the surface, iuto discoulal fragments, and crescent 
eeptaria of many curious forms. 

On sounding the •pring, which we did by eonstrneting a 
bridge aero» it. the lead sunk U5 ft et, aud slowly ceased to 
descend. Others have sounded with a larger lead to twenty, 
five fathoms. Be'ow that depth either the mud thickens, or 
the direction of the channel changea, so that soundings are 
not practicable. In the case of 25 fathoms sounding, the 

parteu ^ ̂  wil'ldrawn' but adhered till in strong line 

Islands ot this character seem to rise only about the Passes 
or wherever there is a great amount of sedimentary matter 
deposited. In the shallow bays on either side of the river there 
are none visible. If any have heretofore formed, when their 
margins were in a position tsmilar to the banks along the Gars 
of the river, they have been worn down beneath the waters, 
or havo sunk by their own specific gravity. 

When any ot'the-e islands cease to be supported by dis-
charging springs, ihey soon disappear from these two causes. 

The mud i-landsseem to have escaped the searching eye of 
Mr. Lyell ; and the solution given by Dr. Dmke of these 
wonders, is to me unsatisfactory. My own previous mo e 
cursory exnminntion led me to the same conclusion with him. 

•But 1 am satisfied now that the eaus.-s assigned by him are 
not adequate to the effects produced. 

I ofler a hypothesis, based on geological consideration*, 
without attempting lice to demonstrate its reasonableness. 

Those who know die Geology of nearest uplands,nort Ii oft he 
ulf and west of the River, need not be told of the salts pring, 

that abound in the terfhr/ beds, in Middle and Northern 
liouisiana. The beds from which they issue, dip south w ard 
IM!, ÄTbeiieÄlh ü,e diluvi&' aud alluvial bed* about 
latitude 41 d«,g. north. 

No,rVh' lhroughout the States of Arkansiis and 
-Missouri, a saUfsrous group underlies the coal measures, and 
ÏJ™ P "f8*lil® ruplure °f die superincumbent beds per-
Z, «"»M- i» '»ri»E.. of ,r»Uf „r I» 

' 'I« "«Shlionn^oniorop, or elevation 0f il» croup 
r with this phenomenon, and requires. Geologists M* 

its explanation. 
SapiK«»m.of ü>~.Ud,1 wl,«h„ .«co„dw or 

"um Hon. to »„toll, Üiu portion of th. delta. dippmC ,onlh. 
wan!I, from an elevation .ome fw above the Ou r, ami that 
a ropture occur» about tlie present deboujl,u„ of the Mini, 
uppi river. Permitting tha utinc. to ri. to ,U»,ium 

cape through it to die watersof the Gulf. 
If thi. bypotluu. he true, man, of theee jet., aloni the 

bam oi the nver, jet covered and choked with the depo.it« uf 
the nver mud; and us th.. ha. liront tenacity In p. iemi.du 
•olve.1 .tradition, the dynamic force of the Artesian «pr ni 
would elevate large ma-Hes of the mud to several leet elevd 
lion before it would put sufficiently to let tire accuinulatini 
water, escape. It is probable, too. that mm,y of the« spHne. 
"Item.", on principle. well known; and if », the bland 
would gradually .ink to the level of iu bas-, even without 
the aid ol the waves and current», whioh form powerlul aux 
iliariea. Where no deposits occur, of course the sprint. 
*»n entablish their channel of disoliaree inio the Uulf-and 
when this happens near the rarf.ee. the springs are visible in 
the oooa'ai t bubbling and In llie disürict color of the water 
I am credibly Informed that eon* get np to the surface in four 

What do the Agitators "Want T 

The California bill, even if it were wrong, is now 
past repeal. California is now a State; and there 

no ascertained legal process by which she can be 
pelled from the sisterhood. The Constitution 

gives Congress the power to admit new States, but 
prescribes no formula by which it must be done, 
except that they must be republican in their form 
of government. There is nowhere to be found, 
eilher expressed or implied, the power to revoke 
the admission of a State. If California wants 
lavery, she has the unquestioned power to adopt it. 

If she had it now, she has an equally unquestiona­
ble power to abolish it. Her course on this subject 
will scarcely receive direction from the caprice 
which governs Northern or Southern fanatics. 
Men everywhere consult their best interests, and 
there can be no doubt that, if slave labor can be made 
profitable in California or elsewhere, it will be put 
in requisition. The wildest fanatic readily aban­
dons his scruples to the dictates of self-interest. 

But granting that the admission of California was 
premature and illegal, the objection is heartless, 
and highly technical. Thousands of our citizens 
bad gone thither ; they were without government 
or laws ; Congress had neglected them ; they 
elected delegates to a convention ; a majority of 
those delegates were Southern men ; they, volun­
tarily, provided against slavery ; the limits they 
proposed did not compare with those of Texas 
size ; there was 'not near the length of sca-board 
belonging to Florida; and yet, with such facts before 
them, these disturbers of our national fraternity 
•omplain of "fraud upon the South," "toolarge 
State," " too much sea-board," and for such, and 
ither wide-shooting notions, must kick up a fuss 

generally. We advise them to recur to the history, 
tnd their own advocacy, of the admission of other 
States. 

The suppression of the slave trade in the District 
»f Columbia is only such a municipal regulati« 
is Mississippi, Kentucky, and other States have 
heretofore adopted. Mississippi had the provision 
in her constitution. Congress has exclusive juris-
'iction over the District of Columbia. Unless 
ire greatly mistaken, the adoption of this 
will have a salutary effect. It is simply intended 
to suppress the slave prisons in and about Wash 
ington. Every man, who has visited Washington 
City, ktiows it to be a concentrating point for slave 
lealers, from Virginia and Maryland. Thousands 
d slaves are brought there in manacles and chains 

and are put in these prisons, until sold ; and art 
then, perhaps, carried away in irons. This has 
always excited Northern prejudice. They have 
consequently assailed and denounced the institution 
of slavery, and pointed to those scenes as true speei 
nens of it as it exists in the Southern States. Ii 
s well to remove so exciting a cause of dissatisfac­

tion and crimination. 
The citizens of the District lose nothing by the 

law. It only reaches the traffickers. A citizen 
take a slave into the District, for his own use, n 
as well as he ever could. 

We have now given a synopsis of the whole. It 
cannot act as " a dangerous precedent " of legisla­
tion ; because it embraces all our territory. Of 
what, then, have we to complain ? What do the 
agitators want ? 

We have already reviewed their position. When 
we take into consideration the facts, that before the 
last session of Congress convened a constitution 
for a Soulhern confederacy was prepared by those 
who have the will to shatter fhe Union any day in 
the vain hope that upon its ruins they may estab-
ish themselves in power; that a distinguished 

Senator, whose mantle Mr. Soulé fain would wear, 
proposed to Southern members to amend the 
Constitution of the United States, by providing fur 
the election of two Presidents—one North and one 
South—with the double veto power ; and that 
other and more startling means, not yet disclosed 
to the public, were discussed, in midnight caucus, 
for the evident object of disunion—when we con­

sider these facts, we cannot well misconoeive the 
inntives and actions of the agitators. 

What do (hey want ? To use one of Mr. Soulé's 
finest expressions, we ask them to clear away 
' every rubbish,'* and permit us to see what they 

after. If they will not lake the comprom: 
what will I hey have 
that they are imposed i 
fions will continue to 
magnitude. They tell 
mise men are hypt 
Wo would ask ar 

Th|f tell us themselves 
, and that these iraposi-
ncrease in number and 
i that Northern compro-

ritical, and cannot be trusted, 
their friends and coadjutors. 

the abolitionists, more to be trusted ? If they tell 
us truth, had we not l etter cling to the compro 
mise, as betler than we could get, if it should be 
disturbed ? Tho very admission that the North is 
faithless, proves that if we go further, we may 
fare worse. With such a belief, why will Ihey 
co-operate with the abolitionists to undermine the 
only ground of our safety ? They pretend to he the 
peculiar guardians of the South ! They are senti­
nels over our household ! Such sentinels! They 
cry out " robbers," ami call us to the uncertain 
strife, while they throw open the gate to let the de­
predators in. 

lie proclaim them disuvionists, madly ambitious 
i the distinction their own merits deny them of 

being called great and good, and wi*e. They say 
our rights are violated, and must be restored ; 
which means that the compromise must he altered, 
or we will secede. In the next breath they say, 
the whole North are treacherous, and will deceive 
us, which means, that coming aggressions ^re 
to be greater than those we now have. Of course, 
then, ihey make it clear that, in either case, we 
niH't go out of the Union. The verdict is made up; 
give to Soulé, Quitman & Co. all their position 
culls for—concede all they say—and dissolution is 
inevitable. 

If we have mistaken them, will they clear up 
" every rubbishatid tell us what they do want 

Tribute of Ilcspect to tlio Memory of the 
Lute lion* S. S* Prent ISM. 

At the opening of the U.S. District Court yesterday 
morning, being its first meeting since the adjourn­
ment in July last, the following highly interesting 
proceedings were had. Mr. Hunton, tha District 
Attorney of the United States, rose and addressed 
the Court as follows : 

Muu It please the Gourt-Since your adjournment in July, 
dittingu-Bhed member of the Bar has tormina ted hi» earthly 

career-- has been summoned from this to a higher tribunal; 
and uta meeting of the members of the Bar ofNew Orlsan.»,' 
on the occasion of hid death, resolution# were adopted ex' 
pressing regret and sorrow for his loss, and admiration for him 
as a man ami a lawyer. 

t have been requested to present these resolutions, and to 
k that they be inscribed ou the records of the Court, whiuli 

1 now do. 
It is not my purpose to pronounce a eulogy on Sargfant 

3. Prentisi ; neither the time, nor the place, nor the occasion 
, in my judgement, appropriate for such a proceeding ; and 
regret that expectations have been e.\ci:ed that such a por 

pose was entertain'd. 
Under other ciicuinstances, it would give IIIP mournful 
ea-ure to trace the brilliant career of that extraordinary 
an, trom tho time when lie arrived in Mississippi, th» poor, 

friendless,stranger boy, till the period of his death, to djlin 
eat® hi« character—to tell how, at a single leap, he bounded 

om obscurity to renown, from the very foot to the topmo-t 
round of'the I.adder of Fame ; and to show how, by hia in 
domitable spirit and mighty mind, he was enabled to main­
tain, against all compttitors, that proud position so suddenly, 
ivt 'ohonorably won. 

Hi. wa. a life of eon«ant Itrusgle«, and of action, llo 
wssalway« engaged in the heat and dust of professional or 
!>oliucal efforts. In these efforts, he, perhaps, some!une? in­
dulged in unwarrantable invective und b tterness, yet I lie-
iieve all who knew him will bear testimony with luu. that 
alter the excitement of debate was over, he had no memorv 
for any thing he had uttered against his adversary ; lie bore 
110 "Ml"»; indeed Iii« bieaot wan filled with the milk of hu-
maii kmdaew ; l,e was geuerous to hi, foes ; faithful to hi, 
friend., and devoted to hi.elient.-he made their eau» hi. 

ûiîûû' 1 fn(* ,iery temperament, yet there was a 
sand amenity ot deportment about this re 

n ,or l»'n the confidence and atlection 

lie had 
singular blandut 
markable 
of all who knew him intimately. 

He «aine anions u. here with a «nutation a> a popular om 
r. almost uneimalled in the South.we»t. His fame »s an 

Advocate had extended all over the Re,ml,lie; hi.claim how 
ever to high rank as a lawyer were,mentioned and contest«!, 
yel ne .en soon save unernnf prooli that hawa. not only the 
brilliant Advocate, but was a sound, acute, and discrimina 
tiug lawyer; his reputation as such was advancing with 
steady progrès«—he was widening and deepening the founda­
tions of his legal learning. Rich imaginative tueulties, with 
high intellectual endowments of solid order, were unitoU m 
the mind of Mr. Preutiss in a higher degree tluu 1 have e\t-r 

known m any other man. 

Of his social qualities—his sparkling wit—his humor—his 
unchanging cheerfuluetn, 1 forbear to speak. Iiis eloquent 
voice will no more be heard—his bright face will no more le 
seen in these Halls. When such a man dies, it is meet and 
proper that we pause for an instant and take note of the 
event. I therefore move that these resolutions be placed on 
the enduring Record« of the Court. 

[ The resolution* are the same as those passed at 
! a meeting of the Bar in July last, atjd published, at 

the lime, in the Crescent.} 

five fathoms of water. ' *wu' I »ranting the motion just made by the District Attorney, 
These islands lie bare for several years, until the rains wash "ha" 1)0 excu»ed. 1 it 1 embrace the occasion to make 

ont some of the salt, when so idagos and asten, andwv.ral 1 aromarks. 
S8ES doUiüig thorn With inch gov. I Amid the painful rg,reu w. experienoe st tho \m of Mr. 

y Pranusi, we can Kill dwtll with a uel&no'<oiy pleasure upon 

his many noble qualities of head and heart. A' the learned, 
able and eloquent advocate, he was at all times the object of 
our warmest admiration ; as the kind and confiding friend— 
the honorablfe and chivalric gentleman, he bad secured our 
afff ctionate and lasting regards. In our sorrowful reflections 
upon his depan ure f-otn the active scenes of life, we can truly 

', thut a lawyer of expensive and profound acquirements, 
orator of rare powers of argumentation and of most bril­

liant fancy, a man of unsnltied honor, a patriot of anient de-
votion and undaunted courage, and a friend whose generosity 
knew no bounds, has prematurely passed from the theatre of 
his usefulness and his fame. 

The intellectual endowment» or Mr. Prenti«s presented a 
remarkable example, in which great logical powers and the 
mo«t vivid imagination were happily blended. With alibis 
readiness in debate, he n»ver failed when an opportunity 
offered, lo enter into the most laborious investigations to ob-
tain the mastery of a subject. If he frequently ought to 
amuse, he rarely failed at the same time to instinct an audi­
ence. The rapidity with which he seized 'he strong points 
of a case, added to his untiring assiduity, rendered him at all 
times a most formidable adveisary. 

In happy exhibition« of extemporaneous eloquence—in 
striking i lu-trations by a rapid and harmonious succession of 
brilliant metaphors, he was rarely, if ever, excelled. But 
those who regarded him as a merely eloquent declatTcr, were 
widely mistaken in ther estimate of his powers. His honor-
able zeal in the assertion of the rights of a client, his high 
professional pride, his respect for an adversary and the court, 
prompted him, in all cases of importance, to a diligent and 
careful preparation. His own wonderful powers of illustra­
tion were at nil times supported by the solemn inundates of 
authority ; and the facility with which he was wont to call to 
his aid the thought or effusions of others, proves him to bava 
h'»en a student of an extraordinary memory, and of unremit­
ting diligence. His ideas of intellectual excellence were formed 
by an attentive study of the best models ; and those who en­
joyed with him the pleasures of social intercourse, are aware 
with what humility and veneration he paid hi* devotions at 
the shrine of ancient genius. No man with all his admiration 
of modem excellence, was more prompt in according superi­
ority to those master spirits of antiqui'y whom modern geniu» 
with all its boasted progress has yet tignally failed to out-
lightning-like strip in the race of true greatnass and glory. 

It was in 1845 that Mr. Prentiss removed from tin State of 
Mississippi to this city, wiili the view to a permanent resi­
dence among n -, aud for the purpose of pursuing the prac-
t oe of his profession, lie came with a brilliant reputation as a 
lawyer aud an oritur, and I think it will be admitted by every 
candid mind, that the public voice in other sections of the 
Union had not been extravagant in its estimate of his abili­
ties. His almost unprecedented success as an advocate be­
fore the tribunals of Mississippi : his eloquent efforts in tho 
politic d arena, before lar/e pop ilar as-emblages in diflerent 
parts of the country, and in the H dlofthe House of Repre­
sentatives of the Unheil States, had gained him universal ap-
1 lause, and indisputably established lis claims to the posses­
sion of talents of the highest order. It was my cood fortune 
to be present nt 'he Cat.itol at Washington in 1838, during the 
long and exciting debate which arose out of the Mississippi 
contested election. The most prominent champions who c 
t..-red the lists on that intero3ting oc-.asion, were Mr. Prenti 
himself, then claiming his s^at, anil Mr- Legare, the di t"' 
Buished jurist and scholar from fouth Car »Una. It is neither 
my province nor desire to decide lo whom beh ngedthe chap 
of victory. It issufficient to say that the powerful an I bri liant 
efforts of Mr. Pientias in defence of his trying and important 
position as challenger of all comers, received the in st enthti 
siastic encomia from political frieuds and foes; ami I take 
pleasure iu testifying that from uone did I hear a more 
qualified f xpression of apurobaiion than was given to 
subsequently in a rocial interview, by the gene ous and 
compüshed antagonist, to whom I have alluded. 

The speech of Mr. Prentiss, on that occasion, was published 
in the journals of the day, and is among the very few of his 
runarkable exhibitions of argument and oratory remaining 
for the admiration of posterity. 

We are told by Macaulay, in his elegant Review of th^ 
Writings of Sir William Temp'e, that " of the parliament-
ary eloquence of the celebrated riva's, (Shaftesbury and Hali-
fax,) we can judge only by report. " * * * ** Halifax is 
i escribed by Dryden as 

* Of piercing wit and pregnant thonght. 
Endowed by nature and by learning taught, 
To move assemblies' 

Yet his or a ton' is utterly and irre'rievubly lost to us, like that 
of Sorners, of Boi ngbroke, of Charles Townehend—of many 
o'hers, who were accustomed to ride amidst the breathless ex-
p >ctation of senates, and to sit down amidst reiterated bursts 
of applause. Old men, who had lived to admire the eloquence 
of Poultney, in its meridian, und that of Pitt in its splendid 
dawn, s'ill murmured thut they had heard nothing like the 
great speeches of Lord Halifax ou the Exclusion Bill." 
'1 hese observations on what must ever be regarded as most 
important omission!« in the ann-ils of parliamentary and foren-
s o eloquence iu England, remind us forcibly of simi ar omis­
sions in onr own history—omissions the more to be regretted 
because they deprive us forever, as in the cas o' our lamented 
friend, of the noble sentiments lumin nsly arrayd, oef those 
wi'hwhom for years we have daily enjoyed the delights of 
social intercourse. 

In the case of Mr. Prentiss, the omission is the more unac-
countab'e. and perhaps the more unpardonable, because of 
the great advantages hep »sessed 'of a finished education,and 
of his extraordinary readme s tis a writer ns well a* a -peaker. 
It was in des d a source of regret among hi» countless admirer», 
that with all his professional pride, with all hts aspirations foi 
professional distinction, and all his ambition for victory in the 
political arena, heshou!d have manifested such utter indider­
en ce to posthumous fame. He was sensitive in every thing 
telating to his character as an honorable mnn ; he was care 
ful to preserve untarnished the fair escutcheon of an honora­
ble name; jet in the great intellectual conflicts in which he 
was so frequently engaged, he was contant with the contenu 
porary applause HO bountifully bestowed, and looked no far­
ther. Posterity indeed will never be able to a ppreciate his 
intrinsic worth; but his powerful logic, h:s brilliant wit, the 
radiant coruscations of his fancy, his keen sarcasm and Ins me'-
ting pathos will be treasured in the grateful recollections of 
tho e who were permitted to experience their effect. They 
will l»ng be remembed as the 

Frnits of a genial morn and glorious noon, 
A deatiless part of him who died too soon. 

I have alluded to the profe-sional pride of Mr. Prentiss. 
Wo man regar'ed with more profound venerntion tho lumin­
aries of the law, aud no man was more emulous of their tri­
umphs. He felt that the science it«elf presented tho noblest field 
for the exertion of tho intel.ectual faculties, and was deeply 
sensible of UM high responsi bill lies as-umed by all who em­
bark in it as a means of acquiring a livelihood. Me treated 
with scorn the vulgar prejudices against it, founded upon the 
faults or delinquencies of its unworthy members. It was the 
profession which, in his opinion, furnished the materials to 
form the statesman. It was the profession from which the 
patriot could provide the most efficient weapons to vindicate 
the freedom and honor of his country. The boldest and most 
devoted champions of popular liberty, in ever/ civilized age, 
and every civilized clime, were, in his opinion, to be found in 
tho ranks of the lesal profession. He believed that iu our 

they afforded one of the strongest bonds of our 
ion. His sentiments on this subject wer-deliv-

ered with characteristic energy and zeal, and were suggested 
by the invitation with which he had been honored by the 
Law Association of Harvard University, lo deliver the Ad-

ul celebration. 1 can never forget the 
feelings of gratified pride he ex près-ed on tho reception of ihat 

itation.or the emotions of regret he betrayed at being 
compelled, by ins feeble health, to decline it. Had his phy­
sical strength been edequate to the task, Petrarch in the soli­
tudes of Vaucluse, never responded with a prouder enthusi­
asm to the summons from tt.e metropolis of tho world, to 
receive in its capitol and from the hands of a Senator of 
Rome, the lanrel crown as the reward of poetic merit, than 
would our gifted orator havo obeyed the request of the 
member« of his noble profession iu that ancient University, 
But the triumph of Petrarch was not reserved for our friend. 
Iiis melancholy late more solemnly reminds us of that oth'r 
devoted child of Italia i song, who had " poured his spirit 
o»er Palestine," and whose summons to the honors of the 
laurel « reath, was but a summons to his grave. 

We feel that it was but yesterday we beheld our f.iend here 
in this hall in the ardent and energetic discharge of his profes­
sional duties, with a countenance pale and emaciatid, but 
radiant with the fire of genius—witn a frame feeble and 
exhausted from the cruel ravages of'disease, but with a spirit 
undaut.led—a mind ever luminous, and exhibiting in every 
effort its almost superhuman energy. His nigh y soul seemed 
" swelling beyond the measure of the chains" that bound it 
wiJiin its frail tenement. His surrender at last to the King of 
Terrors was the result of anoiher victory of genius over a 
favorite son, ami forcibly recalls the lins» of the poet, in allu­
sion to the death of a kindred spirit : 

" 'Twas thine own genius gave the final blow. 
And helped to plant the wound thai laid t'iee low 
So the struck engl«- Mretche.i upon the plain 

stitutional. Th»s is, in my opinion, a mistake. That society 
basa ri «lit to pro's et itself against the idle and worthless, no 
reasonable man can doubt. That it may punish those who. 
being able to work, and possessing no means of honest, liveli­
hood, lead designedly an iilleand vagrant life, is evident ; for 
such persons must obtain their means of livelihood by the 

No ii 
e»p- . 

s through rolling clonus 
i feather i i the la al dart, . ed his 9 L . 

And winged the shaft, that quivered 

Amid tho excitemeut of tha forum he w 
the ripid decay of the organs oi life. Heedless alike of the 
solemn admonitions of friends and the increasing debility of 

'•tasked and broken constitution, he continued, day 
iy, to redouble« his exertions, and seemed to regulate 

his physical action by the mighty energies of a mind that 
«1 all sympathy with the feeble frame on which it wa* 

dt-pen'-ent for supp.irt. One at' the must important argu-
nts made by him before this tribunal—I allude to that in 
ca-e of the lu irs of Poultney vs. The City of Lafty-

i—was delivered 
d ring it imposHible 

; and yet, I m 
geneiou* antagonist 

f with t 

t,—hu deelin'ng health i 
>tand iu the 
lideuce appeul to his able and 

hear testimony to the 
itic arrangement and masterly ability with which every 
'lit, and all the learning that could tund to the élucida-
the important questions involved, were presented to 

I have thus, gei.tlemen of the bar, in a manner perhaps 
»mewhat unusual, though I trust not inappropriate to the 
.'casion, availed myself of the opportunity atfoided by the 
r^sentation of your eloquent resolutions, to mingle my owii 

fo'ble voice with the strains of eulogy which have already 
been heard, in hea tfelt tributes to private and public worth ; 

' .i uiy own huuiblo ofièring at the shrine of Genius ; to 
hang my own garlaud of sorrow over the tomb of a long cher-
ihed friend ; 

To mourn the vanished b >aiu—and add my mite 
Of praise, in payment of a long delight. 

bled ami honest poor. 
This Slate, and pa liclilarlv this cil; 

a large a c s-ionoi these criminally i< 
can a: d will not work, who 1»MV« no t 
who, if left I 

ty, receives every winter 
idle persons, of men who 

ins of livelihood, and 

< -.i !•»•!ter to clir-'l; the \ ii r- i- bud, than to wait 
blooming—to prevent the emmi -'ion of great crimes, than 
to punish them af er they were committed It was, thereto e, 

'bjeit from the earliest organization of the Territory, to 
ive from our limits, or to confine those who were most 

likely 1 > be guilty of offences. Hence the vagrant laws. 
In 18tHJ, the Territorial l.emslattue passed ' an act on vaga­

bonds and suspicious persons," approved .Inn« 7th, of that 
—-J--— L—Jar es vjigabomlasre 

nately through-
i modeot trial. 

of subsistence ; tho-e who frequont grog shops gain-

r. «libit* testiir - of their good conduct ami morals; and 
those who oeg in the parishes where they dwell, with-

out permi sioa to thai effect, shall lie deemed idle and disor­
derly persons ; and Mich as «ill be in any of tho above cases, 
shall, upon conviction, be condemned to give security for 
their good behavior during twelve months, to the satisfaction 
of the Justice of ihe Peace before whom they shall be pro­
duced or denounced, which security shall be of such sum as 
s lid Justice shall deem proper to fix ; and in case of refusal or 
impostlbility on their part to give the »aid security, the faid 
Ju-ticeof the Peace shall, at discretion, condemn them to be 
committed to the Mouse of Correction, tobe there kept to 
haul labor until they give the said security, or fur a time not 

Ü. All those who shall be found wandering abroad nt 
night, or who lodge and sleep in grog shops or other suspi­
cious places, in out-bou es or in the open air, and who shall 
not lie able to give some account of tin mselvcs and tliei- oc­
cupation?, nor be avowed by son:e person ; all personsappre. 
bended with an v picklock or other instrument, with the prob-
able intention feloniously to break ami enter any dwelling-
house : or with any offensive weapon, with probable intent 
feloniously to assault any person; or who shall be found in 
any dwelling house, out house, store, yard, or garden, with 
provable intent to steal, shall be r-'pnte I vagabonds and sus­
picious persons ; and those who shall be in any of the above 
cases, shall, upon conviction, be punished with imprison» 
ment in the House of Correction, and with hard labor, or 
whh tith' r, at the discretion of any Justice of the Peacf», and 
according to the gravity of the case, for a term riot exceeding 
ihr.'e months. 

3. All persors who, being in any of the cases mentioned in 
the two preceding sections, or who shall give a falso account 
of themselves, alter warning of the consequences, or who shall 
commit a seoonil offence, slia'l be der med incor igible vaga­
bonds, and h ill upon conviot'on ot any of the aforesaid acts, 
be condemned at the discretion of competent judges, and 
according to, the gravity of the case, to imprisonment in 
the House of Correction and at hard labor, for a term not 
exceeding threa yeais nor lei-s than six months: Provided, 
that nothing herein contained may be construed to deprive any 
per ons of tue trial by Jury when it may be prov ed for. 

There are other parts of the act which it is need le -s to refer to. 
Thus the law continued until March ltith, 1818, when an 

act was passed supplementary to the act of June 7th, lStti. In 
the meantime the Territory ot Orleaus lia I become a State ami 
lia i adopted a Constitution, which declared in article ti, sec­
tion 18: 

"In all crinvnal prosecutions, the accused has the right of 
being heard by himself or counsel, of demanding the nature 

' of the accusation against him; of meet'n g the wit-
• H k ' : - ' *' r obtain-

his fu\or, and m i>ro->'< uüoin by imlii 
information, a speedy public triai by au impartial jury of 

pelled to give evidence 

ne. s s face to face; of haviug comp-i 

the vicinage, nor sha'The be 
against himself.'* 

The Legislature of 1S18. considering this part of the Con­
stitution, and justly believing that un offence which subject­
ed a person to imprisonment at hard labor from one month to 
three years, should be tried by jury, directed by the 8th sec-
t on of th" act last referred to, that " in and for the county of 
< irleans," (.the only county in which the tint et was likely 
to be enforced) "the District Court shall be vested with all 
and singular the pow ers and jurisdiction which by the act to 
which this is a supplement were vested in the -ustieesof the 
Peace ami Mayor ot New Orleans, and it shall be tlieciu y of 
theAttoruey < funeral ot the State in said county, to pros-cute, 
by information before said Court, every person or persons 
coming under or within the provisions of said act : Provided, 
however, that nothing in this flection contained shall be «.» 
eoustrued a- to .prevent the sectional Ju-t^-.-s.-f the Peace and 
Mayorof the city ot New Orleans from arresting or causing 
to be arrested, an y vagrant or vagrants, or takimr any prepa-

whicli they majr denn advisable to bring 

junction with committees from other Councils, to employ 
counsel to act in the matter, reporting to tha Council the 
naine of the counsel engaged and the fee to be paid. There 

also a resolution providing that the Council shall proceed 
on the second Monday iu January next, to the election of two 
trustees. The whole was adopted. 

Ramos, from the Special Committee to which was 
referred the letter of Mrs. Castinado, in relation to land 
required for the opening of Esplana. e : treet, reported in favor 
of purchasing the land required from Mrs. C., for the sum of 
•39'JU. Adopted. 

Mr. Fahre, from the Special (%mmittee to which was 
referred the opposition of the representatives of the various 

ineteries, to the widening or Canal street on the Métairie 
tge, reported in favor of sustaining the objections made. I 

The committee visited tho spot, and found that it w*» not 
necessary at present to widen Canal street beyond the limits of 
the cemetery fences. With the report was u lesolution pin-
viuing for the construction of a plank road on the l'irst Muni­
cipality side of Canal street, a portion of the same to be made 
jointly with the Second Municipality. Adopted. 

Mr. Herbes, from tha Special Committee, to which was re­
ferral the subject of t he proposed alterations in the new Cus­
tom house, submitted a report, accompanied by a memorial 
and documents to be transmitted to the Secretary of the Trea­
sury, remonstrating against the proposed alterations as detri­
mental to the interests of the Municipality. A resolution to 
transmit the saine was adopted. 

A resolution was offered, appropriating $2000 to Messrs. P. 
Soulé ami T. J. Durant, for services rendered in the U. S. 
Supreme Court, in a suit against the Municipality. Conade. 
rable discussion followed, and the resolution was finally la d 
on the table, subject to call. 

The report of Mr. Fabre, relative to the improvement of 
the Place d'Armes. We have already given the substance 
of the report and resolutions. The square is to bo improved 
according to a plan procuied by Madame de Pontalba in 
France. The trees are all to be cut down. The report and 
resolutions were adopted. 

The Council then adjourned. 

Third .Municipality Council-—'This body met last even­
ing. Present, Recorder Seuzenean, Messrs. II eres, Crozat, 
Beauregard, Hooper, Weisheimer, Ueno, Laloire, and Her­
nandez. Absent, Messrs. Boulet, Pad "y and Bruneau. 

A message from Mayor Crossiuan was read, dissenting from 
the action of the Council at its last sitting, in tabling the 
ordiuauce passed by the Ceneral Council, respecting public 
balls. Mr. Beauregard took ground that the right to license 
or prohibit balls rested with the Municipality Council, and 
on his motion, the Couucil resolved to persist in its course. 

The Attorney of the Municipality reported that be had 
commenced suit against the Levee Cotton Press Company ; 
and in reference to the Sulphuric Acid Manufactory, that the 
Council had the right to abate such nuisance-' withoutsuit. On 
motion, the Recorder appointed Drs. Lewis, Browning and 
Davidson, a Medical Commtttee to examine and report the 
facts respecting the lust mentioned grievance. 

Au appropriation of J>JU0 was voted to repair the engine 
house of Fire Company No. 9. 

The Special Committee on McDonogh's will reported that 
it was not at present necessary to appoint commissioners, but 
asked power to act in conjunction with committees of other 
Municipalities, and employ an ab'e attorney. Agreed to. 

A resolution was adopted, declaring Mr. Wilt/., Comptrol­
ler and accepting his securities. Yeas, Messrs. Beauregard, 
Crozat, I leres. Hooper, Hernandez, and Laloire. Nays, Mr. 
Weisheimer. Blank, Mr. Deno. 

After this, the Council proceeded to the election of day and 
night police, during which our reporter left. 

Supreme Court —This court opened yesterday morning, 
present Chief Justice Eustis, and Judges Rost, Slidell, and 
Preston. A large r,umber of legal gentlemen were present, 

.lied and fixed for trial. 

D. of T....Meeting Tliin Afternoon. 

Tchoopitoulas street. 

Aurt loi» Sales - Tbl» Day. 

KKS, HYDE & Co. will sell, at half-oast 10 o'clock, at 51 
Magazine street—Groceries, Provisions and Liquors 
AU»», Tobacco.... At ID o'clock, on the Levee, opposite 
Lafayette street—Hams. 
Levee, opposite C 

VINCKNT C.i will fei», 
street—Dry (foods. 

WM. P. SCOTT wdl sell at 
t 'amp street—F urni ure 

.At quar'.er-past 10, on the 

No. 6 Conti 

half-past 10 o'clock, at No. 87 

t or vagrants to trial.'' 
By the act of March 3d, 1810, the jurisdiction of these and 

ot!;- r cf*s was siven to the Criminal Conn of NewOrleans, 
the first section ol that act declaring that said court "shall 
henceforth have original ami exclusive cognizance of, and 
shall hear and determine, according to law, all prosecutions 
upon all crimes, misdemeanors and o Hen ces whatever, wnioli 
may have been, or shall be, committed by any fret person or 
per.-ons within the limits of the first judicial district;" anil 
the 5th section directs that al! prosecutions pending in t'ie D.s. 
trier and Parish Courts shall be transferred t > that court. By 
the act of 184»i, establishing the District Courts in NewOr­
leans, the jurisdiction formerly possessed by the Criminal is 
transleired to the First District Court. 

Thus far the law is perfectly plain; vagrancy is defined, a 
punishment isatlixed to its commission, ami the accused is 

i constitutional trial by a jurv 
The whole difficulty in relation to the ..... 

of the act to establish workhouse* and houses of refuge in the 
several Municipalities of the City of NewOrlean*, and f.r 

finitic 

Approved,March 5th, 1841. 
» the üe-

. of June 
the Mayor, Recorders and 

AlJerineii, the right lo hear, try and cundein 
of vagrancy, and to confine them in the purish prison, or in 
the work-hou-es and houses of refuge of the diflerent munici­
palities at hard labor for periods vary ing from one month to 
one year; and the 7th secti in provides that " in any c:i«e 
where a person committed under this a t shall dann atrial 
'•U jury it shall be lawful lor the criminal court of the first 
district to take cogmzanceof the same an t to afford a trial as 
provided by law lor o-her criminal offence- ; b it no thing i:i 
tins act shall be construed as meaning that any such person 
shall be released m the mean time from commitment in the 
wr rk home, prison, or house of refuge atore-aid. until ac­
quitted by a jury or until the expiration of the term of coin-
mitraeiit. 

This is literally to pnnish a mi 
wards, in aselie should claim a tri: 
ritorial law, which the legislat 
to a I pt it to the constitution o 
of which it tfns oppo ed, and ffiHMUl ... 
tensive form. This law. however, is not only opposed to the 

first and try him alter 
ai. It re» ores the old ter 
found it nec-ssary to alter 

1812, to the letter and spirit 
its most of-

. nowever, is not oi ' 
— -  -  d ie time of ils adopt1S, 1IMMr 

clearly repugnant to t he new constitution of the State Ths 
varies materially ami design-

. deela f 

'• the right, t 

formerly quoted ; 
- ent or itif rm | 

apart ial jury 
, • ( , _.ve evidence 

shall h ivethe right of being heard by 
- ... t ^ h 

ises in hit 

The former constitution gave to the accused the ncht of 
trial by jury, in the same nnnner a* this gives him the ripf.t 
J| being heard by himself or counsel, which right he might 
po sib y have waived; but the present one s-.ys nothing of 
'lus right, be directs positively and absolutely that be .-hall be 

ifj[>ub:ii- po icy to prott-i.-i tin- we ik, 
Slbh, r the ignorant fr >m placing their liberty or 

•• " • "iproper consent, and was designed to 
lor all olb-ncs, independent of tho will 

ndividual. It is. therefore, the 

i jeopardy by 
i a »»e ilw tuai by 
f the Legislature or of t 
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the insufficiency of the 
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that is true, for it does 
win» a vagr mt at all. nor 

lb ing J vi'-!'iOWW,/i! that the 
H. Ulanchaid ; and that iistiffi -ient 

J objection to the cornmum 
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accuracy, in the woul-

tnev on which ..... ^JRHL. 
ollence is not s»*t forth with so ill. 
>t the law. It is tru^, the 
this respe'-t, ar 1 ' ' 1 

much better to have stated the charge ii 
; but is sufficiently spec-tic to leave no doubt of 

t would have been 

I that t: 

ordsof tin-

ugh to hold the prisoner for trial. t?ew 
. 1, p. 110, pt «eq. 

i lie ihm. ground for urging »ne discharge of the prisoner is 
that he iE committed tor trial before the First District'-ouri 
when "the late law organizing the Mayor and Recorder's 
court of New Orleans, was în'ended to give jurisdiction 
alone to that court, and the case should lmve been s-nt 
tlo e. W ere this ground wHI taken, it would only be the 
u; ly ol the court to change the commitment mi remand the 
prisoner for trial before that court, under theft&l article of 
tho Lode of Practice. I lie petitioner i« possiidy correct as -o 
wh it was mt i tided to be done by the !a\y to which he refers, 
but such an intention is not exprested in ir. The jurisdiction 
ol that court it confined, by ths second section of the act 
crea.mg it, to cases * in which the punishment prescribed by 
:aw is line, not ex<- -eding one tliousa >1 dollars and imprison-
ment, irithout hard labor, not exceeding one year. " The 
: ant.hment »or vagrancy isi imprisonment with hard labor. 
II..- Mayor and Ke.-oo.c,- , I ourt, « might h iv.- been 
made exceedingly useful has, therefore, little or nothing to 
do, nul the i verburd' ned criminal docket of this court, must 
be tnriher encumbered with the cares of vagrancy. 

i-'ioin the »receding review uf tlie pre»»iit application, 
there is no sufiicieut reason to discharge the pri oner. 

it IS, therefore, ord ;red that he be remanded to i-riaon to 
await his trial, or until discharged hy due course of law. 

rst Municipality Council.—An adjourned meeting of 
this body was held last evening, Recorder Cenois in the 
chair. 

A resolution was introduced prohibiting the vending of 
1 nor by the glass on any of the wharves of tho Municipality, 
ider a penalty of *50. The wharf at the Ferry Landing 
particularly referred to. The resolution was adopted. 
A communication was received from the President of the 
as Company, asking the Courcil to set apart the notes re­
ived from the rents ot the markets for the payment of the 
is bill. Referred to the Finance Committee, with power to 

An elaborate repo 

L O C  A L  N E W S .  ••• 
First District Court.—Tlie trial of criminal 

menced in this court yesterday, and the first c 
came up, was that of John Clayton, 
of vagrancy, and brougrit before "the 
bras corpu*. The following decisic 
be found highly i 

The 
rslmg : 

, Join 
Parish Prison, h 
el.arge thai he * , 
(" gain a living, aud uuable 

b;s good mora s," " i 
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•»urt, or until he b1» discharged by due coursa o 
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der it the following 
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i what manner it was proved 
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i ih'li c* Orleans, uns iiitended to give jurisdiction 

«ai court, aud dm casa should have been sent 

•.Oedings under which he is detain• 

very broul i 

4th. That the whole i 
defei S-kfiic 

:eived from the Finance Com-
e extension of six mouths, asked for by 
for the completion of their paving con­

tracts, Accompanying the report was a resolution authoi-
tale five diflerent contracts for p ving, providing 

that the present co tractors do not furnish satisfactory secur­
ity for ho failli!til performance of their contracts within 
three days after the passage of the rjsoliition. A lengthy 
discussiou followed the reading of the report and reso'ution, 
but the resolution was finally adopted. Tlie committee also 
reported in favor ot accepting tho tecuiity of several other 
contractors, and in favor of allowing an account for im­
provements in the Library aud Ly ceum Hali. Mr. Fabie 
slated that under a resolution of the Council, passed some 
lime since, for the estab.ishnient of a Library and Lyceum, a 
mom had been fitted up iu the Municipal Hall, and that a 
collection of between three and four thousand volumes of ex­
cellent books had been made. 

On motion of Mr Fabre, tlie Council proceeded to the 
election of a lax c ollector on rea'estate and slaves. Charles 
iMmlK-rne was unanimously elected. 

Mr. Silk, from the Improver 
solution authorizing tho Mayor to advertis 
budd a school-house iu the Second Ward, on a lot of ground 
belonging to the Municipality« Some opposition was made, 
ami considerable discussion ensued. The lot was purchased 
two years since for the purpose of building a school-house on 
it, and Mr. Fab« thought that the queslio'. was a very plain 
one, whether the Municipality should build a school-house, 
or rent a building for the purpose. He thought that school-
homes were the grcates; ornaments which could be plnced 
on the Streets. Thcveas rnd nays w ere called for, and the 
resolution was adopted by a vote of 7 to 4. 

Mr. Ram.-s offer*! Mr. V\ m.C. C. Claihoi 
oi I'har es Claiborne Referred to the Finan 

Mr. Derb s, trom ihe Judie ary Committee, submitted 
1 engihy repoit, but it contained no items of public iiupo 

Mr. Derbes, frt 
referred the will . 

security 

who I, Uueuioi'i 'ul'iiieinw i'»«mn *v" 'ind\T,«cr,.Ve l |ie oi-inion ofthe Auorner of the Municipality-, there « 
,'"rî.lu> ^ We'l be examined firet. ' * ' nothing m the will contrary to the laws of the Slate . 

I be vagrant law, like many othur portions of ou 
I»« traced through mnny d tWnt and 

tnients in on'er to tind out what • 
statute*, i penal I Louisiana. The committee do not think 

H ^ pt al- present to appoint trustees, butthink it best touwaittbi 
and some of iheae enactment« are eoutiVTy\*o portions 1 a , 'vt rs<* Accompanying the report wm a 

of'the constitution of the State, .i has been rather hastily ion- i lwn* "'»Uu riie Attorney of ihe Munioipa it; • 
eluded that ail existing laws pauiiidr»g vagranuy are onooa- | defending tJie will, and giuhorizing the romnnttee, 

rupectfnlly requested 
ud Ucn on streets, oi 
o'clock, P. M , to mi 

United States District Court.—This court opened yes­
terday mo niug, Judge McCaleb presiding. On the opening 
of the court, the Judge read a most elotiuent eulogy on the 
lateS.ö. Prentiss which will he fonud in another column. 

On motion of Mr. Ilunton, United Statts District Attor-
r.ey, the resolutions already adopted by the members of the 
bar were ordered to be placed on the m nutes of the court. 
Mr. H. prefaced the motion by some appropriate remarks. 

A large number of cases were then called, and fixed for 
trial. 

The Orand Jury.—The following gentlemen composethe 
Grand Jury, which was organized yesterday :—James P Fre-
ret, foreman; F P Le Beau, H Hopkins, G VV Patterson, 
Ö Wickham, J A Druilhet, J C Shannon* Leon ï'ere, J L" 
havillebeuvre, A P Cleveland, James Connelly, Wm Mas-
sey. L Y Lnsk, P iMins, R A Hart and Newton Richards— 
sixteen in a 1. The jurors took the oath prescribed by law, 
and Jndge Larue proceeded to deliver his charge, which was 
listened to with great attention by both jurors aud spectators. 
The jury was then discharged until Friday next. 

Relieved of a Watch.— A gentleman was robbed of a 
valuable gold watch, in the crowd at the Post-office on 
Saturday last. Pick-pockets are plentiful in all parts of the 
town, and gentlemen who carry well filled purses and valu­
able gold " tickers," cannot be too cautious about getting 
into crowds. The light-fingered gents have a mode of snap­
ping the ring which attaches the watch to the chain, in so 
quiet a manner that tlie opérât eu is not felt by the owner ol 
the watch. 

Robbery on a Raft..—A certain dealer in timber, named 
Lane, floated down the Mississippi and hauled up his raft at 
I a I ay et te, leaving the same in charge of a man employed by 
him as assistant navigator. The latter individual, being very 
enterprising, resolved to commence speculating at once, and 
he accordingly appropriated two watches and in mon jj, 
with which he landed, leaving the raft to take careof itself. 
Mr. Lane pursued, and finally got track of his man in the 
First Municipality, where he was arretted. 

Ei anima/ion on a Charge of Arson.—Paul Avril, a free 
mulatto hoy. eighteen years of age, was yesterday brought 
before Recorder Caldwell for examination, on the charge of 
setting fire lo a bather's shop adjoining the Louisiana Hotel, 
on Thursday night last. It will he recoliected that the place 
was set on lire on a previous occasion. A large number of 
witnesses weie summoned, and the examination was a very 
tedious one. Tlie boy accused was employed in the shop, 
but we believe he had no interest in it. On the occasion of 
the first lire, a trunk containing a canister of powder caught 
lire, and the powder exploded, causing a report winch aroused 
the whole house. The fir*t fire yvas generally supposed to 
have been the result of accident, until tho second fire took 
place. It is not known whether the trunk which contained 
the powder was robbed of the money it also conta in« d or not, 
as it was entirely cousumed. Nothing positive was elicited 
against the boy, and he was discharged. 

Mayor's Court —This august tribunal was convened 
aguir. in the Second Municipality yesterday morning—pre­
sent his Honor tl.e Mayor, Recorder Caldwell, and Alderman 
Johmon, also the Second District Attorney, a Deputy 
Sheriff, and about half a dozen jurors. The District Attor-
uey read over the names of several persons charged before 
the court with vagrancy, and several of the accused were re­
presented by counsel. Counsel for the priconers excepted to 
the jurisdiction of the court in all cases of vagrancy, and 
went into an elaborate argument to sustain the exception. 
Thoy took the ground that vagrancy was not punishable 
with a tin»: not exceeding $1000, or by imprisonment without 
hard labor not exceeding one year, which is the wording of 
the act creating tha Mayor's court. After some deliberation 
the court came to the conclusion that it had no jurisdiction in 
cases of vagrancy, and the prisoners now confined on this 
charge were ordered to be released. The lion. "Mayor's 
and Recor ler's Court of New Orleans" has now nothing lie-
tore it, and there is no more necessity for i s meeting. 

Death in the Parish I'ris<-n.—The celebrated Phil. Hoyer, 
noted as the leader in the large robbery on the steamboat 
Latona, died on Sunday evening last in the Parish Prison. 
He hud been tried for and convicted of the robbery, and was 
under sentence of ten years at hard labor in the Penitentiary. 
He has not received a final discharge from all the lower courts, 
and has to stand tried before that high tribunal from which 
there is no appeal. 

Attempted Arson.—An attempt was made on Sunday night 
latit, to set fire lo the house of Mr. Stump, situated on Dryades 
street, adjoining the engine hou -e of Fire Company No ÜU. 
The fir.," was fortunately discovered before it had made much 
progress, and it was extinguished before much damage had 
been done. We should have thought that the incendiary 
would have selected a place further removed from an engine 
huuse, for the scene of his operations. 

Cotton Thieves.—Notwithstanding the numerous arrests 
which have lately been made for stealing cotton on the levee, 
the business appears lo be carried on a3 extensively as ever. 
Upwards of twenty sacks of stolen cotton were yesterday 
seize 1 by the First Municipality police, on a dray driven by 
a negro named Louis, who was nrrested. One of the cotton 
thieves was also caught and brought before Recorder Get.ois, 
who committed him to appear before the First District Court 
for trial. The police should follow up these thieves with rigor, 
and the law in its utmost severity should be enforced in all 

Found.—Three new squares and a handsaw were picked 
up on Julia street by the Second Municipa'ity police, on 
Sunday night. The articles are supposed to have been 
dropped by some thief who, ut the moment, was probably in 
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