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It M curious to ohnerve how i 
»täte it-Herts itxelf in iho people ai 
him; nay, io the very parranntn, tree* ami «tone«. 

Reuben Mark wan au infestation in the neiglt-
ixiriiooil where he re.-wletl. The very night of him 
pro lu- oil I-IT -, u similar 10 the ilin«loo magical 
called It 1114, which ij saiii to bring on ci 
«torma ami earthquakes, ifis wife s»eine<l lean, 
sharp ari'i uncomfortable. The heads of his hoys 
bad a bristling aspect, as if each individual 
hair .-1 ood tin end with ; • irpstii il fear. The rows 
poked oui their horns horizontally, as soon as he 
opened the barn-yard pate. The doff dropped hid 
tail between his legs, and lroked askance to see 
what humor he was in. The cat looked wild and 
craggy, ami hail been known to rush straight up 
Ihe chimt.ny when he moved towards her. Fumy 
Keruhle'rf rxprf.HHve description *<f the Fennnyl-
vania stage horses was exactly niited to Kuuben's 
fioor old nag. " if is hair resembled an old hair 
trunk." Continuai whipping and kicking had 
made him such 11 stoic, that no amount, of blows 
could »jui' k in hi« pace, and no chirruping could 
clianpe the dejected drooping of his head. All his 
natural language said, as plain a-i a horse could s iy 
it, that he was a most unhappy heust. Even the 
irees of Reuben's premises hail a gnarled and knot
ty appearance. The bark wept little sickly tear« 
of gum, nu l the branches pre* -  ar.ry, os if ihey 
felt the continual discord, and made . »rry face# ul 
each other behind their owner's lurk. 

il*s fields were red with sorrel, or run over with 
ntulleiis. Everything seemed as hard and arid .s 
bis own vi- ;ige. Every day ho cursed ins town and 
the neighborhood, because they poisoned his do/», 
and atoned his le-ns, and shot his cals. Continual 
lawRtiiiH involved him in so much expense that he 
had ii'. ither lime nor money io spend on ihe im
provement of his farm. 

Against .Joe Smith, a poor laborer in the neigh
borhood, lie hud brought three suits in succession. 
Joe said he had returned a spade he had borrowed, 
and Reuben swore he had not. He sued Joe, and 
recovered damages, for wlceh he ordered the 
inherit! to seize his pig. Joe, in his wrath, called 
him an old swindler, and a curse to the neighbor
hood- Fliese remarks were soon repeated 11 Reu
ben. He brought an action for libel, and recovered 
twenty-live cents. Provoked at the laugh thi* oc
casioned, he watched for Joe to piss by. und set 
lus h flog upon him, screaming furiously, " call 
me an old swindler, will you ? '  An evil spirit is 
more contagious than the plague. Joe went home 
and scolded hi- wife, and boxed little Joe's ears 
and kicked the cut; not one of them knew 
what it was all for. 

A fortnight alter, Reuben s b'g dog was found 
dead by poison. Whereupon he brought another 
action against Joe Smith, and not being able to 
prove him guilty of dog murder, he too* his re
venge by poisoning a pet lamb belonging to Mrs. 
Smith. 

Thus tliCjlKag game went on with mutual wor-

tive. and the love of talking over his troubles at 
the grog-shop increased upon him. Poor Mrs. 
Smith cried, and s.tid it was ail owing to Reuben 
Hlaek ; lor a better-hearted man never lived than 
her Joe when she first married him. 

Such was the State of things WIJMII Simeon 
• 
! iie es'ate had been much neglected, and had 
' • - '  -it le* and m ul le 11 if in tiie neighboring 
:ie!ds. Ii.it Simeon was a diliirr-nt minhissed 

lided nature in the 1 
Hi" provident in-'i 

/".V 
I le horn*. J. diijir 

ould biing art action against him if he did not 
ke> p that «log at home ; and Simeon answered very 
quietly that he would lake better care of him. For 
several days a strict watch v\ds kept, in hupen 
Tow/.er would worry the ge» se again; but they 
passed home undisturbed, and not a single bow
wow lurnished excuse for u lawsuit. 

The new neighbors not only declined quarrel« 

towards a friendly relation. Simeon's wife sent 
-t full of very fine < 
expected attentions, she 

impatience, except whtiling the smoke through his 
pipe a little faster and fiercer than usual. But 
when the hoy was going out of the door, and the 
friendly words were again repeated, he exclaimed, 

Don't make a fool of yourself, Peg. They want 
to give us a hint to send a basket of your pears ; 
that's the upshot •! the business. Von may send 

1 '  ' '  they are ripe ; for I scorn to be 

i by J. A. beard. 

pear to have a» much spirit a» a worm, for » worm . Kxlenvlw nm! liberal Cedit f,.|e 0. 

oiks 

extricate 

Poor Peggy, whose arid life had been for the 
moment refreshed wich a Utile dew of kindness, 
admitted distrust into her bosom, and the halo 
that radiated round the ripe glowing cherries, de
parted. 

Not long alter this advance towards good neigh
borhood, some lahorers employed by Simeon 
Green, passed over a bit of marshy ground, with 
a heavy-team, stuck fast in a bog occasioned by 
long continued rain. The poor oxen were entirely 
unable to e * "" 
tured 
who was working at a short distance*. Reuben 
plied grullly, "I've got enough to do to attend to 
my own business." The civil request that he 
might be allowed to use his oxen and chains for a 
lew moments, being answered iu the same surly 
tone, Simeon silently walked off in search ot a 
more obliging neighbor. 

The men who were left wailing with the patient 
suffering oxen, scolded about Reuben's ill riat 
and said they hoped he would get s 
bog himself. 

Their employer rejoined. " If he 
our duty *nd help him out." 

" There is such a thing as being too good-na
tured, said they. " If Reuben Black takes the 
notion that people are afraid of him, if makes him 
trample on them worse than ever." 

"Oh, wait awhile," *aid Mr. Green, smiling: 
'• 1 will kill him before long. Wait and see if I 
don't kill him." 

It chanced soon after, that Reuben s team did 
stick last in the same bog, as the workmen had 
wished. Simeon observed it from a neighboring 
field, and gave directions that the oxen and chains 
should be immediately conveyed to his assistance. 
The men laughed, shook their heads, and said it 
was good enough for the old hornet. They, how
ever, cheerfully proceeded to do as their employer 

" \ on are in a bad situation, neighbor," said 
Simeon, as he came alongside of the 

; in the s 

! will«! 

i ii,ii 
i are coming with tw« yoke 
c shall soon manage to help 

' Y< 

iiliriff ab'iut with 1» 
>wny little chicken 
f his way, but ilapi 

hole. II • wife was a woman 
t she hoaietUTie« .-aid to lier 
uiet kind of satisfaction, "Every 
band that kr.ows him. They 

nrquaintance* knew that be 
!ii- life; but they predicted that 
:>o-si|i!e ! 1 a\"id it now. They 

he was like J,-lui Lilbiirrie, of v% 
hm- tend, " Ii the world wasempi 
sou but himself, l.iiburne would 1 
lohn, and John with Lilb 

lik' 

still quarrel with 

at his 1 hara. 1er !" : aid Simeon, " If lie 
it u|H»u me, i will soon kill him." 

ry neighborhood tin.re are individuals who 

"JEfy I 
it 11iHl.es a little ripple ol excitement in the dull 
stream «»I lile, like a contest between dogs and 
game cocks. Such people were not slow in 
repe.,!.' g Simeon Green's remark about his wrang
ling neighbor. 

"Kill me' will he?" exclaimed Reuben. He 
said no more . but his tightly compressed mouth 
had such a significant expression that his dog 
«lodged him, as lie would the track of a tiger. 

'I : 1 ; » t very night Reuben turned his horse into 
th» highway, iu hopes that he would commit some 
depredations on neighbor Green's premises. But 
J t»e Smiih. seeing the animal at large, let down the 
bars of Reuben's own corn-field, and the poor beast 
walked 1.1 and feasted as he had not done for many 
a year. It would have been a gre.it satisfaction to 
Reuben il he could have brought a lawsuit against 
his horse ; hut as it was, he was obliged to content 
himself with beating him. 

Jlis next exploit was to shoot Mary Green's 
handsome chanticleer, because he stood on the 
s-tone wall and crowed, iu the ignorant joy of his 
heart, two inches beyond the frontier line that 
bounded ihe contiguous farms. Simeon said he 
was sorry for the poor bird, and sorry because his 
wife and children liked the pretty creature ; but 
otherwise it was no great matter. He had been 
intending t<fhuild a poultry yard with a good high 
fence, that his hens might not annoy his neighbors, 
and now he was admonished to make haste und do 
it. lie would build them a snug, warm house to 
roost in ; they should have plenty of gravel and 
oats, and room to promenade back and forth and 
crow and cackle to their heart's content ; there they 
could enjoy themselves and be out of harm's way. 

I'm Reuben Black had a great degree of ingenui
ty and perseverance, whi' b might have produced 
gr< at results to mankind, had those qualities been 
devoted to some more noble purpose than prov king 
quarrel.--. A pear iree in his garden very improperly 
Mrefehed over a friendly arm into Simeon Green's 
I remues. W hether ihe sunny state of things on 
this side hail a more cheerful e flee I on the tree, I 
know not, but it happened that this overhanging 
bough bore more fruit, ami glowed with a richer 
hue than other boughs. One dav little George 
Gr. en, as be went whistling along, picked up'a 
pear that had fallen into his father's garden. The 
instant he touched it, be felt something on the back 
of his neck like the sting of a wasp. I? vvas Reu
ben Black's whip, followed by such a dream of 
angry words that, the poor child rushed into the 
bouse in an agony of terror. But this experim nt 
failed also. The boy was soothed by bis moth-r. 
nun told not to go near the t>tar in-e again ; and 
there »lie matter ended. 

This imjierturahle goo 1 nature vexed ii-üben 
more than all the trick 
others. Evil efforts lie could understand, and re-
p->y 1 

quarrelsome, till at last nobody would employ him. 1 BY J • 1. IKI.tit;), Auction 
About a year after the memorable incident of the j £v\'f 1 '  . 
watermelon, some one stole several valuable hid, s ' Vi-J 1'" ..." .1 
from Mr. Green. He did not mention the circum- • ,*'»«'• K«. <•" «> the ^ ,, 1 
stance to any one but his wife: and they both had j 
reasons for suspecting that 
The next week the following 

nent appeared in the 

'• of™ 

ireo in the newspaper of the county 
stole a lot of hides on Friday night 

the fifth of the present month, is hereby informée 
that the owner has a sincere wish to be his friend. I vs-'J,';,1,?; 

y tempted him to this false st«p the owner I Fn'Vr-i,'. *n >r.< 
will keep the whole transaction a secret, and will j A£'" ' VVll!  

gladiy put him in the way of obtaining money by li 
cans more 1 kely to bring him peace of mind." 
This singular advertisement of course excited 
good deal of remark. Thwre was much debate 
hether or not the thief would avail himself of the 

friendly oiler. Some said he wo lid be a green 
horn il he did, for it was manifest!) '.rap to catch 
him. But he who had committer • dishonest 
deed alone knew whence the benevolei:- (fer came, 
and he knew that Simeon Green was no*, a man to 
set traps for his fellow creatures. 

A few nights afterwards a timid knock was heard 
at S meon's door, just as the family were retiring 
to rest. When the door opened, Joe Smith was 
seen on the steps, with a load of hides on his shoul-
der. Without raising his eyes, he said in a low, 

, iJ.-'r.rs 

humble tone, "I have brought these back, Mr. Brick Dwelling on Girod *tr«ct. 
Green. Where shall I put them. i ßY J* A. liMAKii. Auctioneer. 

" Wait a moment, till I can light a lantern, and S^TV'-IM U A , N ; £ - U S R  ̂ U  • '  W  

I will goto the barn With you," he replied. "Then I > cr.a ..u» i ;  .»V (iKotJMi •„ e boumjed iyju:U. 
you will come in and tell how it happened. We ! o„ r" v f ! 'j1 ' ;  i 1 »h ^ : ; 
will see what can be done for you." r ' 1# f.-.-.'n .• "u-r'ii^ 

Mrs. Green knew that Joe often went hunt ry, ! ' 11 " r  . 1 '  :J ! ' 'j r ;  a c-t ;c t«f>. oi-y • r.k 
and had become accustomed to the stimulus of rum. j Ton' xi,>. c-.f., j ^.m-hncre-' • f. r, 
She therefore hastened to make hot coffee, and I ' '  « •"».I»* 4;r- p r... «uiOpr m.; '.r.rf 111J. 
brought from the closet some cold meat and pie. j -i, '" r, r. 5" f"' s 'yM ' 'J '  •*" -c> ü ' 'Xi 

I ^l^y^'mi^hriie! ̂  Wi.er ^r a' luÄ ! ha,c  ^l»»endid and Fa^iionoble 

uTtoÄ^IerÄid tt^ak" ÏÏnL'U \ T : HX t *' . „ 
h ^ head against the chimney, and afser a moment' i * ~ 1 -• ,  • \ 1.1" •. 
silence he said in a choked voice—" It was the first. J '" Vik ItV'.rV koivVti• hecaiii * . 8 
time that fever stole any thing, and I have felt . :>« ' • '  . 
very bad about it. I do i t know how it is ; I didn't |  s ' V- '  • • 1 • " 
think o»ce 1 should ever come to .e what I am. j f ' ," l '*n « », t'.»t « -,'s ..f ci'iuii inVciw/te! "'• 
But 1 took to quarrelling, and t! en t» drinking. |  Î' ' '• ' . 1 ' . 
Since I began to go down hill every body gives me i ••• ••••' • 1. ... '. r. t\ 
a kick. Vou are the first man tha» has offered rne Uwer r.!7.v' ,i' '** r j r  N ' '7" , ,  er'P 
a helping hand. My wife is feeble and my chil- J nt'i,.- .t.«-!**ï.'. ':* Fwrm arc m the 
dren starving. You have sent them many a meal, T-. r '  '• '^»vcry. is a- - witno«u rwrw. n7_ 
(r id bless you ! and yet I stole the hides from you, 7s »(mores ol Ground, containing ISN» Lots, with 
meaning to seil tl. in the first chance £ could get. j a new and modern built ilwellin«, alter the Gothic 
But 1 t» 11 you the truth, Mr. Grot-n, it is the first j »ty'e, in tiie town of CnrroUiou. 
t me 1 ever deserved the name of thief." t Al-o, riioice llaltnre Property« situated at Algiers. 

"Lei ii i.f t i. e I i.-t, my friend." a tid Siineo-i, r  .. '» * A. HEAK 1), Auctioneer* 
i.r- ii.g l.i band kindly. "Tl •«•MI »hall r- |  : r  * , • '  . ;•• ' '• 
main betwve ir?e!ves. \ i re voiini;and ran . ' ' '• • i m, •. Y , '• 

make of this perpetual 
Bcemed I«» him there must hesomelhii 
ous m it. He disliked Simeon Green more than all 
the rest of the town put together, because be 
him feel so uiicomforiable iu the wrong, and did not 
atlhrd him the slightest pretext for complaint. 1 
was annoying to see everything in his neighbor'! 
domains looking po happy, and presenting Mich a 
bright contrast to the forlornne*» of hU own. 
When their wacom passed each oilier on the road, 
it seemed a* ii Simeon's horse tossed his head 
higher, and flung out bis mane ns if he knew lie 
was going by Reuben Black's old nag. lie often 
said lie supposed Green covered his bouse with 
rosea and honey-suckles on purpose to shame h h 
bare walls. But lie didn't care, not he. He wasn't 
coing to be fool enough to tot his boards with such 
stuff. But no one relented his disparaging remarks 
or sought to provoke him in any way. The mses 
smiled the bor e r.elghed, and the ca'f capered, 
but none of ill m bad the h ast idea thai they u»*r*» 
insulting Reuben Black. Even the dog bad no 
malice in his heart, though he did one night chase 

-y 'ake your oxen back again," replied 
Keuben. '  I don t want any of your help." 

In a very friendly tone Simeon answered, " I 
cannot consent to do that, for evening is coming 
on and you have very iittie time to lose. It is a 
bad jt.o any time, but it wiil be stiil worse in the 
dark." 

Li-lit or dark, I don't ask your help,'" replied 
Reuben emphatically. " I wouldn't he'p you out 
of the bog the other day. when you asked ;/</•." 

" The trouble I had in relieving my poor oxen 
teaches ine to sympathize with others in the same 

words, neighbor, it is impossible for me to go 
home and leave you here in the bog, and night 
coming on." 

I fie tram wa« auon drawn out, and Simeon and 
his men went away without waiting for thanks. 
W hen Reuben went home that night, he was 
unusually silent and thoughtful. Alter nmoking 
awhile in deep contemplation, he gently knocked 
the ashes from his pipe, and said with a sigh, 

What do you mean '  ' said Ins Wife, dropping 
her knitting with a look of surprise. 

" You know when he first came into this neigh
borhood he said he'd kill ine," replied Reuben, 

he has done it. The other day he asked ine 
> draw bis team out of the bog, and I told 
had enough to do to attend to my own busi-
To-day my team stuck fast in the same hog. 

and he came with two yoke of oxen to draw it out, 
I felt sort ashamed to have hi m lend me a hand, so 
I told him I didn't want any of his help; but he 
answered, Ju>t as pleasant as if nothing contrary 

he was not willing to leave me there in the mud." 
It was very good of him," replied IVggy. 

" He is a pleasant spoken man, and always has a 
pretty word to say to the boys. His wife seems to 
be a nice neighborly body too." 

Reuben made no answer; but after meditating 
a while, he remarked, " Peg, you know that big, 
ripe melon down at the bottom of the garden '  You 
may as well carry it over there in the morning." 

I I  *"e said she would, without asking him to 
here " over there" was. 
en the morning came, Reuben walked 

back and forth, and round and round, with a sort of 
aimless activity olten manife-ted by hens, and by 
fashionable idlers who feel restless and don't know 
what to run after. At length the cause of hi* un
certain movements was explained, by his saying in 
the form oî a question — 

•• I guess 1 may its well carry the no Ion myself; 
and thank him for his oxen. In my Hurry down 
there in tiie marsh I didn't '.hink to say I was 
mnoh obliged to him." 

He marched oft' towards the garden, ami his 
wife stood at the door, with one band on her hip 
tnd the other shading the sun from her eyes, to 

s-e if he really w.mid carry the melon into Simeon 
Green'a bouse. It was ihe most remarkable ii,ci
llent thai had happened since her marriage. She 
could hardly believe her own eyes. lie walked 
quick, as if afraid h », would not be aide to carry 
me unusual impulse into action if he stopi ed to re
consider the question. When lie found him«e!f in 
Mr. Green's house, he fell extremely awkward, 
a..d battened to sny, " Mrs. Green, here is a melt n 
my wife feut you, ami we reckon it's a ripe one." 
VS ithout manifesting any surprise at : udi an unex-
pert -d courtesy, the friendly matron thanked him, 
and invited hiin to sit down. But lie stood play
ing with the latch of the door, r.n l, without raising 
his eyes, said, '  .>Iay bo Mr. Green is not in tins 
morning !" 
" He. is at the pump, and w ill be in directly," 

«he ivplicd, and b fore her words were spoken, 
the honest man walked in with a face u.v fresh and 
bright as a June morniric. lie s.'epred right up to 
Reuben, shook his baud cordially, at.d said— 

" I am glad to see you, neighbor, 'lake a chair 
i'ake a chair." 
" Thank you, I can't stop," replied Reuben. 
He pu be.! his bat on one side, rubbed bis head, 

'ook .1 out ol ti e window, and 1 hen said, suddenly 
, " The 

right about the 
" M/'Ver mind, n-wr mind," replied Mr. G-ecu. 

" Perhaps I shall get into the bog again some of 
these rainy «lays. If I do, I shall know who to call 
upon." 

"  ̂  l'Vi yen see," said Reuben, still very much 
confused, and avoiding Simeon's mild, clear eye, 
"you i-ee the neighbors about here are very ugly. 
If I bad always lived by such neighbors a- you are, 
I shouldn't be just as I am." 
" Ali, we must try to ha to each other what we 

want them to be to us," rej ined Simeon. " You 
know the good book says so. I have I arned by ex
perience that if we speak kind words that we bear 
echoes. If we try to make others happy, if (illti 
them with a wish to make 11s happy. Perhaps you 
and I can bring the neighborhood round in time. 
Wim knows? Let us iry, Mr. Bho k, let us try. 
Bui come and look at my orchard. I want to show 
you a tree which I have grafted wilh very choice 
apples. If you like, I will procure you some from 
1 lie same stock." 

'I'iiey went into the orchard together, ami a 
friendly « hat soon put Reubt n ai bis ease. When 
he returned f,o lne, be made no remarks about his 
visit, for he could not, as yet, summon sufficient 
greatness 01 h,„| lo  I(.| | , lh  Ulf,. t |,nl  he  ,md ron. 
lessed himself m ihe wrong. A gun stood behind 
the kitchen door in readme.-s to shoot Mr. Green's 
dug l„r harking at bin bur»«, lie now firsd tile 
; ;r"'-r: »7 ,i r.I"" Il.e gl". a«ay in lb-

rn. I ron that day, henceforth, be nev-rsought 
or .my prolei. lu 'i 'iarr-I will, ei.b.-r the dug,,, his 

, '  "" " : r. J'« Smith, to his iitirr 
asiomsliniriii, .„w him |wi T.,»2,. r  <„, the he.nl 
and beard Iura Bay, " (inud fellow ! " 

Simeon Green was far too magnanimous to re 
peat tl. any one I but l,is  .,imrrelwine neii'.hl.,,r't.no 
«•ot.ie.,, ,! I,uns,-II; t,, I,lame. He merely «...led '... 

Hber a vvhile '  g W"uM ki" 1, i ln  

Joe Smith did not believe in *urb doctrines 

fimily early in ; 
lb ,1 • me 
b .y can at leas 
row, and drink 

L pro-

.d I will >m;.l»y you 

ff-e. it dl 1' ' • 

You Will find it hard 
but k 'cp up a brave 
wife and children, and ,t will soon b '< nine e1 

When you feel ihe ne-d of coff.e, teli my 31... , 
... 

Joe tried io ear and drink, but the f .-od seemed to J i-" rc l '- :-- r i '  ^ '  rts 
choke him. He was 1. rvoinan ! excited. After ; MICCC#HIOII ol" ( yrus <«reen —Imnroved E'ronr.-i 
»» !  >«• ' :: ' '  ^ .-.ui. - .id . "" lui,,. 'Vimifîi.iiî. '" 
head on the 'able and wept like a child. . , 15 Y «T• A. UEAltU, Auctioneer. 

After a wbÜe Simeon persuaded him to bathe I c'W; "\Vi ^i0 '1 ~xs 1a :."" 
hi- IJ-id iu .-old \\;:I *R, a:.! i;e :it-' an : (irMik u i-•' " r. ' 
a good appetite. Wh-n i.e went away, the kirtd- ,

if5u-. 
hearted host s*id : "Try to do well, Joseph, and Cyrus 1 r>" tS" §" 
youshall find a friend in me." ! . a :."y <•»' 0 t>rvn,v..- ..,i. 

The poor fellow pre^sii-l his hand and rep'ied, I 
•• I understand now how it is you kill had neigh- i 
borf." 

He entered I\Ir Green's service the next day, ' i  

and remained in it for many years, an honest and ; 
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