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The SouM Meeting came off at the St. Louis 
Ball Room on Saturday evening. The orchestra 
was tastefully decorated with American flags, 
which bore only twenty-eight stars and stripes in­
stead of thirty-one. The room was filled but no. 
crowded. Gentlemen inform us that it was easy 
to pass from one end of the hall to the other. In 
prudent anticipation of an overflowing house, accom­
modations had been prepared for a meeting down 
stairs ; but there was no necessity for any such 
precautions. There was room within the hall for 
all who wished to listen. "The sea of moving, 
jostling, surging humanity," moved, and surged 
and jostled only in the Delta. It was barely a 
respectable meeting in point of numbers; but 
no respect did it equal the great Union meeting 
the St. Charles—not one-fourth the number of per­
sons were present. Mr. Génois, the Recorder ol 
the First Municipality, presided, assisted by about 
ninety-four vice-presidents, not one-fifth ot whom 
answered to their names. A letter was attempted 
to be read from Mr. Chas. Gayarré, but it was very 
long and prosy, and the audience became restifT 
they had come to hear " the Saladin of the South" 
and were not to be kept standing while the inter­
minable letter of the romancer of history was read 
Soulé, Soulé, Soulé, drowned the letter, and Mr 
Soulé made his appearance. He spoke about three 

hours. 
We have always accorded to Mr. Soulé the pos­

session of great oratorical talent. His reputatio1 

as a statesman wan at stake, and he fought valiantly 
his death Jight. From the clearness and slownet 
of his articulation, we were able lo follow him, and 
now submit a faithful report of his speech. 

We have always had our doubts whether lu 
teally unde|stood the nature of our Government 
This Bpeech converts all these doubts into convic 
tion. In the observations which we shall make 
this singular speech, we shall use the report of the 
Delta, which bears the marks of coming from hii 
pen. 

Out of his own mouth we shall convict him of 
Disunion sentiments. He speaks of the admission o 
Califonia wiih the Wilmot Proviso ; of the organi 
zationof the territories (with the exclusion of the 
Proviso,) and the Texas Boundary Law, " as most 
unjust aud enormous extortions and wrongs." 

Of the law abolishing the slave trade in the Dis 
trictof Columbia, he thus speaks : 

tenance the silly charge that opposition »o Mr. J excluded from California ? He asked no credit for 
Soulè has grown out of his foreign birth. It his own opinions—others may differ from him— 
must be borne in mind that Mr Soulé first agitated 
this subject, by denouncing Yankee influence in 
New Orleans as injurious to its prosperity, and 
something that must be shaken off! 

We must not omit to speak in complimentary 
terms of a lithographic likeness of the Saladin 
which was peddled about the room. The meeting 
proved such a failure in every respect—it presented 
such a contrast to the Union meeting, both in num­
bers and enthusiasm, that we really felt sorry for 
the clique who had struggled so hard to get up 
sorry a meeting. 

bolit spirit* w*o threatened »och resistance t Fellow-ciuens, 
I dial-Re th* lanpuageof threat*—o* menaces. Lei us demean 
ourselves like men—who. when they a t, do not proclaim 
their purpose* to the world in loud, vociférons threats." 

He considers submission to those m<a=ures "as 
« surrender of your rights as freemen, of your honor 
as men, and of your equality in this Confederacy ol 
Sovereigns." And yrt, btrange to tell, Mr. Soulé 
himself voted for the Territorial BillSpeaking 01 
Mr. Downs, he says ; 44 We voted together alco for 

"the Utah and New Mexico Bills." This very bill 
he stigmatizes in these terms : " Not satisfied with 
excluding us from California, they proceeded to 
shutua out of Utah and New Mexico, by a territo­
rial organization, which, if did not expressly exclud-
slavery, referred the matter to the decision of a tri 
hunal, a majority of whom are your enemies," (the 

Supreme Court.) If this bill is an enormous and 
unjust extortion and wrong, justifying resistance, 
why did he vote for such an abomination ? 

He spoke of Quitman and Davis, of their brilliant 
military services, and of their present position. He 
places himself by their side. A few days since, we 
published extracts from the message of Governor 
Quitman to the Legislature of Mississippi, recom­
mending in plain terms secession. Mr. Davis ha* 
published a letter, in wlych he recommends a 
series of measures, ending in a Southern Confedera­
cy, which shall demand from the other States such 
guarantees as the Confederacy will deem necessary 
for the protection of the Southern States, (these 
guarantees are not named, nor even indicated ;) 
if refused, sécession is tlte ultimate remedy. 

With persons holding and publishing such 
opinions, Mr. Soulé begs leave to be classed 

Mr. Soulé, in close connection with these gentle­
men, drags in the names of Washington and 
Arnold, both of whom wero branded as traitors. 
Arnold was one of the most desperate soldiers who 
ever fought for the freedom of his country, and his 
deeds of valor would not lose their lustre, even if 
compared with those of Buena Vista or Cheru-
busco. And yet he proved a traitor to his country— 
valor in the field is not the question to be decided. 
Is secession treason ? If so, all the heroic deed» 
ever performed cannot change the nature of the 
crime. 

Mr. 8oulé declares that four out of the five Com­
promise measures " are most unjust and enormous 
extortions and wrongs." That they are palpahli 
and direct infractions of the Constitution. "1 
you wish to bring dishonor, disgrace and ruin on 
the South, then submit to these oppressions, arid 
sitxk to the level of your slaves, and take their 
place in the social aud political scale." Pie 
recommends resistance only when all peaceful 
remedies fail. What are the remedies he propose 
First, the repeal of the law abolishing the slave trade 
in the District. (What would his friend, President 
B >yer, of //ay ft", have said to this ? ) •• Then we 
are to demand compensation for pa-u injuries and 
wrongs, and some security for the future, some t er 
tain guarantee against continued aggression 
thing that can give you peace aud security in the 
Union." This is all fine writing—" a very pretty 
smoke of rhetoric," as Armado says, but it would 
have been much more satisfactory if Mr. Soulé had 
stated plainly what this compensation and indem­
nity are to be. Has this successor to Calhoun 
reived no system ? does he himself know what 
these high-sounding words mean ! All hut the 
enlightened •• six " are entirely in the dark as to the 
terms of this indemnity and compensation. This 
is the very gist of the matter. He counsels resist­
ance, unless the Scuih receives compensation and 
indemnity, and neglects to declare of what they 
shall consist. 44 Redress for the past and security for 
the future ! " This reads well, but what means it ? 
Wiîl Mr. Soulé condescend to inform hi* constitu 
ents what he will consider a compliance with thin 
demand ? But if the obnoxious law is not repealed, 
and if the South receives no redress and no securi­
ty, then resistance is to follow. 

Is not this the avowal of Disunion sentiments? 
It is but just to Mr. Soulé to say, that when driven 
to the wall, he has at length given a full answer to 
the interrogatories of the 44 79." There is no 

'longer any evasion or equivocation. He boldly 
avows Disunion if Congress does noi repeal one 
of the laws of the Compromise, and if it does not 
pass some measures not yet conceived, which shall 
satisfy Mr. Soulé and his friends. 

The laaatics of the North are making desperate 
efioits to repeal the Fugitive Slave Law: the 
fanatics of the South are equally strenuous in their 
opposition to the Slave Trade Law. Both are 
united in their determination to break up that sys­
tem ol mutual concessions which alone can save 
the Union. Mr. Soulé wishes to make the South 
the sole judge in a question to which the North is 
also a party. If the South refuseMo abide by the 
Compromise in those particulars which are counter 
to our prejudices, the North will have the same 
right. We must not forget there are two parties 
to this controversy. That the moderate men ol 
both sides have united in carrying out a series of 
measures which yields something to each. It is 
only by acting oil the principle of 44 bear and 
forbear" that equals can ever reconcile a serious 
difficulty. Mr. Soulè ammo* to decide in favoi 
of the South, and if the North w ill not submit, then 
civil wir. We shall to-morrow examine his unfair 
and dioingenuous attack on Mr. Downs—an at­
tack mere in keeping with the character of a Jes­
uit, thau of an American Senator. The resolutions 
passed, it will be seen, do not respond at all to the 
speech. They speak of secession in the event of 
future aggressive legislation ; they by no me 
sanction the views of Mr. Soulè, who insists 
resistance unless there is a decided législation fa­
vorable to Southern rights. Jle is far alidad of his 
tnends We leave them to settle the d lfljrem e. 
Tlie resolution which recognizes the rights of nat­
uralized citizens, we suppose, is intended to coun-

The « Southern Klghti Meeting." 

On Saturday night last, there was a large gath­
ering of citizens of New Orleans at the St. Louis 
Ball Room, in the First Municipality,—the object 
of which was to adopt the resolutions given bel 
and to hear the Hon. Pierre Soulé's exposition of 
his views on the questions now agitating the public 
mind. 

Hon. Joseph Génois had been selected to preside 
'er the meeting. Ninety-four Vice-Presidents 

and eight Secretaries were named. 
Recorder Génois, on presenting himself, said that 

those who were opposed to the objects of the meet 
ing, charged them with hostility to the Union. He 
repelled such a charge with indignation. He could 
»ay, with an honest heart, that he deeply cherished 
the Constitutional ties by w hich the Union of the 
States was bound together. He said that the m 
ing was called to give expression to the views 
'ertained by a very large portion of the citizens oi 
New Orleans, which expression was embodied 
the resolutions to be submitted to the consideration 
of the meeting. Mr. Génois said that the H< 
Charles Gayarré was originally selected to preside 
over the meeting ; but, having been unable to be 
present, he had addressed a letter to the meeting 
which, said Mr. Génois, fully expressed his own 
seniiments. He asked its reading. 

The letter set out by stating that but justice had 
been done to its author, as a gentleman, a South­
ern man, and a citizen of Louisiana, in assuming 
thai he would most heartily contribute his 
«he maintenance of the rights of the South, so 
long ns a proper respett was shown to the Consti 
lUtton by which those rights were protected 
to whether those rights had been infringed by the 
iction of the last Congres-», there was a divisior: 
of sentiment amongst the people ; and, with those 
who believed they had been, there was a diversity 
.»f opinion as to the mode of redress, which 
opinion of the writer, was pregnant with life and 
death. This diversity would suon be merged inn 

unanimity of sentiment, or there would be a «lus 
solution of the Union. 

At this point, the reading of the letter 
rested by the entrance into the room of Mr. Soulé 
who, amidst much confusion and noise. 
lucted to the rostrum. Alter the cheering had 
ubsided, and quiet was restored, Mr. Soulé began 

Iiis addreßs. 
Mr. Soulé'8 Speech. 

He said that he did not come to court appl; 
>r to deprecate censure. He did not seek approba­
tion for the opinions expressed or tlie votes given 
by him on the momentous questions which engaged 
ht consideration of Congress at its last 
l'houe opinions and those vote*: w>ru befure the 
country, and by them he was determined to stand 
or fall. He had acted from a ci iscieniious regard 
o w hat he believed was required by the interests, 

the honor and dignity of the State of Louisiana, 
and he should not supplicate mercy as to the mo 
lives by which he been impelled. He was 
present as an humble suppliant, for compliments 
which his heart deprecated. He was there 
freeman, in the midst of a free people, to speak out 
his sentiments regardless of the prejudices they 
night provoke. 

The great contest which had been carried 
months was said to be adjusted by the 
passed by the last Congress. It was proper that 

bjects embraced in the one, and settled by 
the others, should be impartially investigated 
matters of history. 

You remember, said the speaker, the excited 
state of public feeling which existed before the 
sembling of the last Congress. Resolutions had 
been adopted by nearly ail of the Southern States 
expressive of the apprehensions then entertained 

Î the purposes of the North. The Mexican 
had just been brought to a close. After lavishly 

pouring out their life's blood for the rich territories, 
which were the boast of the country, Southern 
citizens were about to be excluded from any parti­
cipation in the enjoyment of them. Fellow-citi­
zens, said he, do you not recollect the excitement 
then prevailing in all the Southern States ? Do 
you not recollect that whigs and democrats cor­
dially agreed in their support of that man for the 
Presidency whose election would give the greatest 
security for the South? It was then maintained, 
equally by whigs and democrats, that Gen. Cass 
would surrender the rights of the South, and that 
Gen. Taylor would not. 

And what were the interests of the South which 
claimed protection ? The question simply was, 
whether we, of the South, through whose exer­
tions mainly the valuable territories had been ac­
quired of Mexico—whether we, of the South, who 
have to pay two-thirds of the debt contracted by 
that war, should be permitted a foothold on those 
territories ? He, for one, had been elected a U. S. 
Senator when public opinion had decided that the 
South should insist upon her rights, and defend her 
Constitutional privileges. Such was the state of 
things when the last Congress opened. How could 
he, having under such circumstances become a 
U. S. Senator, surrender those rights which were 
guaranteed by the Constitution which had sealed 
and cemented that Union which had, for more than 
half d century, been the<pride and boast of American 
citizens ? 

He said that, on the opening of Congress, the 
questions between the North and the South were 
only two iu number: the Territorial and Fugitive 
Slave questions. These constituted the issue then 
before the country. In these were embraced the 
grievances to be redressed on behalf of the Southern 
States as equals in a Confederacy of Sovereigns. 

A scheme of pretended Cotnp omise for the set 
tlement of these two questions—which were rami­
fied into five—had been parsed. Now, we have to 
ask, said he, what shall the South do under this dis­
position of those questions ? (" Acquiesce," said 
a voice.) Yes, we are told that we should submis­
sively acquiesce ; but, that we may know what ac­
quiescence means, we should know what are the 
measures which have been passed by Congress. 
The Speaker repeated them by their titles. These, 
said he, constitute the great scheme of Compromise. 
He proposed to examine into this scheme, and its 
bearing upon the future destinies of the nation. 

We were just emerging from that war which 
was denounced by the abolitionists of the .Vorth as 
haviug alone for its objects, spoliation aud theft, 
when those very men, who had thus denounced it, 
undertook to appropriate to themselves all the ad­
vantages acquired by it. Mark w .11, nark well, 
said he, that seventy millions had been expended 
in that war; that fifteen millions were to be paid, 
and had, in part, been paid, in the purchase of ter­
ritory, and that three millions were to be paid in 
discharge of claims held by citizens of the United 
States against the Mexican government—makiaga 
suiu total ol ninety millions of dollars which the 
war with Mexico had cost the United States 
niuety millions of dollars which, to exonerate the 
Treasury, the Government will have to pay within 
the next ten or twelve years. Need he say to this 
commercial community that, through the operation 
of the existing Tai ill laws, the Southern Suiten 
will have actually to pay two-iUirds of this debt— 
fully sixty millions of dollars ? Ah, said the 
speaker, if it were only a pecuniary sacrifice to he 
made; if our pocket» only had to sutler, he would 
say pay twice, thrice, an hundred times, rather than 
place ourselves at issue with the North ; but when 
we are asked lo surrender our dignity as freemen, 
our honor a- members of a sovereign State, our 
equal rights as citizens of oue great Confederacy of 
States, he, for one, would never advise such a 
course. 

California was presented with a Constitution ex­
cluding slavery from one hundred and fifty-three 
thousand square miles, not one-tenth part of which 
had been occupied by those who had gone there, 
and the balance they never even saw ; yet, assuming 
to have all authority ov*r this vast territory, they 
incorporate in their Constitution the Wilmot Pro­
viso, and ask and obtain for it the sanction of Con­
gress. Now, said he, let the subuiissionists of the 
South answer, on what grounds slavery was thus 

but he felt fully authorized to state that, without 
the Wilmot Proviso clause in the Constitution ot 
California, she could never have been admitted as a 
State. And by what authority, he asked, did a 
few Californians assume to be umpires between 
the North and the South? What right had they 

the South, you have poured out your 
bjlood, and may expend your treasure, for this vast 

valuable territory ; but, take care, put not a 
foot upon it?—California was admitted. Every 

ndment that was presented, which bore any 
semblance of justice to the South, was summarily 
voted down. 

the Territories of Utah and New Mexico 
slavery is effectually excluded by the laws now in 
existence there, and those Territories are powerless 

pass laws for its introduction. This power, 
while they remain in the condition of Territories, 

only be exercised by Congress, by which, it 
needless for hiin to say, it would never be ex­

ercised for such purpose. Congress, so far from 
giving an inch of territory to slavery, had wrested 
from the Soulh eighty-three thousand square miles 
of the territory of Texas, and forced the country to 
pay ten millions of dollars for the spoliation ! 

Shall we, he continued, speak of the Fugitive 
Slave bill ? (Here a great disturbance arose. Some 
fellow was summarily hustled out of the crowd. 
Quiet was restored by the tune of 44 Yankee Doo­
dle" from the band, and the Speaker proceeded :) 
We see it stated every morning in the newspapers 
that the law for the recapture of fugitive slaves is a 
concession to the South, and ample compensai;on 
for the spoliations of territory it lias suffered by 
the other measures. He asked the people of the 
South to examine into this matter with truth and 
candor, and to determine for themselves what con­
cession there is in this. Many seemed to look upon 
the Constitution as a sealed book. The surrender 
of fugitive slaves a concession to the South! Is 
that book so sealed that it can no longer be opened» 
that the people of the South may see what rights 
it guaranties to them as citizens of the Con­
federacy? He would impress the inquiry upon 
the heart of every freeman who heard him—Did 
they know that the clause which imposed the obli­
gation to surrender fugitive slaves was the very one 
which constituted the greatest difficulty in the 
formation of the Constitution, and without which 
it would never have been formed ? And yet, said 
he, you are told by these mendacious tongues that 
the enactment of a law to enforce a provision of the 
Constitution is a concession to the South ! The 
Constitution proclaims that fugitive slaves shall be 
surrendered to their masters ; and yet, when a law 
is passed which only puts the provision in opera­
tion, you are a*ked to regard it as a very great con­
cession Î Ah, fellow-citizens, said he, it was deeply 
mortifying in Congress to see the South reduced to 
such an abject condition as to be under the neces­
sity of begging that protection which the Constitu­
tion gives ' It remains yet to be seen what part of 
the Fugitive Slave law will be put in execution, 
and what not. 

In regard to the law abolishing the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia^l have to say a few 
words : Let me remind you, said the speaker, of 
the resolutions passed by the Legislature of Louisi­
ana, which deel red that the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia would be cause for the 
dissolution of 'he Union. And why ? Because of 
any practical loss the South wo ild thereby sustain ? 
There were not more than twelve hundred slaves 
altogether in tue District. What was there, then, 
in the opinion of the Louisiana Legislature, in the 
abolition of slavery in that District, to justify seces­
sion ? It was the usurpation by Congress of the 
power to legislate on the subject. It was, there­
fore, the principle and not the thing itseli ; and, if 
the principle, was there not already sufficient cause 
for dissolution? That law is but the entering 
wedge for the unconditional abolition of slavery in 
the District. The principle, so deeply cherished 
by the South, because its very existence depends 
upon its maintenance, h s already been violated. 
Congress has an equal right to say for how many 
hours of the day we shall work our negroes, as to 
impose penalties on the owners of slaves for offer­
ing them for sa'e in the District of Columbia. In 
short, said he, Congress has already exercised that 
power which Louisiana has said would be sufficient 
cause for a dissolution of the Union. The contin­
gency to which the resolutions of the State Legis-
lature pointed, has already arrived in principle. In 
this crisis of aifairs he called upon the citizens of 
Louisiana to act as becomes freemen, conscious of 
their rights and determined to have redress for the 
wrongs they have suffered. Let them, without 
boisterous words, without threats before hand, pre­
pare themselves for the accomplishment of the ob­
jects they have in view. 

The speaker said that, as there might be some 
curiosity as to his own views, he would endeavor 
to present to the country the lights by which he 
had been guided, and, while doing so, he would 
place his finger upon the wounds from which the 
Soulh is suffering. He then introduced the fol­
lowing extract from the Globe of the 29th of Jan­
uary, 18oU : 

it contes*, in the whole courte of my life. 
• than it was when 1 

Compromise ; and I 
all, bu> purpose of «Ii-

so/emnhi against it. I consider 
'ompromise at all VVhat. sir. does it grant promise 

to tlie Soulh ? I 
What 

nothing but thai, that can at all be considered 
the -**ouih ! 

'• I am «ure that the people of the South will not con*' 
it a Coinnrom 
1 c 

a iIiis great Ci 
Stale and two or three Tt „ 
I lie bolit on of the slave trade in 1 lie Piairict of Columbia to 
the North, without any concession ichatrver t., tue South, 
they will not be satisfied with it No gentleman can show me 
that it. contains a sin if 'e concession lothe .South, and therefore 
J protest against it." 

Whose words were these, asked the speaker ? 
Not his; but those of the eminent and patriotic 
Senator, his colleague, whom but a few evenings 
since the citizens of New Orleans honored with 
the most flattering public reception. He was 
proud to say that his personal relations with him 
had been those of friendship and of the most exqui­
site courtesy. He did not doubt that, in all his 
conduct, he had been prompted by sentiments of 
patriotism. If he had been deluded, it was a delu­
sion of the head, and not of the heart. Now, I ask 
of you, said he, when, lying on a sick bed in Wash­
ington, I read those burning words, could I have 
entertained but oue opinion of the views of my 
colleague which were then in embryo? (Here 
there was a disturbance, and cries of 41 take him 
out.' ) The Louisiana Legislature was then in ses-

ion. It was thought proper by himself, his col­
le '.gue and a portion of the delegation in the House, 
to address it in a communication expressing their 
views on tne questions then agitating the country, 
and their opinions as to the course Louisiana should 
pursue. In that communication, which had been 
extensively published in the newspapers of th 
State, he and Iiis colleague full;* and cordially 
agreed. On these subjects, also the retiring 
Governor had plainly spoken his sentiments, and 

Jining Governor had done so equally plainly 
and even more fully. They were supposed to 
speak the sentiments of the people of Louisiana 

momentous questions, especially the newly 
elected Governor, who was fresh Irom among them 

ould it be supposed that, in following such 
lights rs these, he could be misled as to the course 
he himself a*.ould pursue ? He again read from 
Senator Down's speech, embracing a passage from 
Governor Walker's message to the Louisiana 
Legislature, in which were the words : 
" If the equality between all the. members of the Confetl-

guarantied by th« 

slaveholding 
the Union ot an end." 

44 I heartily concur in the above,'' said Senator 
Downs I, too, concurred, said the speaker. with 
great emphasis . and, while others had forgotten 
this, he still concurred. 

Some time afterwards, resolutions, bold, manly 
and patriotic, were introduced in the Senate of the 
State Legislature, expressing views entirely con­
current with those previously expressed in the mes 

sages of the two Governors. These resolutions 
were unanimously adopted. No, 1 mistake, said 
he, there was one, only one, dissen ing voice. 
Many seemed to have forgotten this fact, to whom 
he suppose«) it was very commodious to forget. By 
one of th«»se feat-s of legerdemain, sometimes resort­
ed to in legislation, the House of Representatives 
was prevented from Retint on these resolutions; 
and thus they were defeated. If it were suited to 
the occasion, he could readily state t rough whose 
exertions, through who*.- evil influence, tins result 
w as accomplished. Could he and his colleagues, 

from such evidences as these of the state of public 
sentiment in Louisiana, '»e in doubt as to the course 
they should pursue ? 

He then proceeded to read extracts from remarks 
of Mr. Clay, from Mr. Webster, and from Mr. 
Brooks, editor of the N. Y. Express, and one of the 
Representatives in Congress from the city of New 
York, all going to show, in the opinion of the speak­
er, that the North had gained everything by the 
Compromise, and the Soulh lost every thing—but 
her honor. Fiom Mr. Brooks he quoted the fol­
lowing : 
" The territory for which Southern blood was shed, as well 

at Nor hern blood ; tor which Southern treasure wa« lavished, 
as well as Northe n tr*asnre; to which the South had equal 
rights with the North—ALI. IS ot'Rs! WJiv heap coal-o' 
tire on Southern heads? Is it not enough to hare the. soil 
ft ce, to h ire, carried ever y thins before us, wit hont re­
proaching the Soulh more, exasperating it further, and jeop­
ardizing the very existence of our glorious Union ? " 

These were plain words and bold. 44 All is ours," 
said this eminent man, speaking for the North. 
('• All right," said a voice in the crowd.) Then, 
said the speaker, with great power, if this be 44 all 
right," let us surrender without another cflort, and 
henceforth be slaves. All this was theirs, and still 
they continued to heap burning coals on our heads. 
When will they be satisfied ! How can they be 
satisfied ! When was the oppressor ever satisfied 
while the oppressed was kneeling at his feet and 
asking for mercy î 

We have been told that these grievous wrongs 
should l>e acquiesced ill by the South, that the 
peace of the nation might not be disturbed. We 
have been told that the acts of the Webster», the 
Dickinsons and the Casses would be concurred in 
by the whole country as wiee and patriotic above 
question ; and that though the South had suffered 
much, she should endure her sufferings, and be 
vat -!• id to live in peace. He had read a speech de­
livered at Btton Rouge, a few days since, in which 
the speaker stated that the great names before men 
tioned.had ihe confidence of the country, and that 
they would quiet the storm of Northern fanaticism 
What were the facts ? Webster had lost every 
inch of ground he had ever held in the affection of 
the people of Massachusetts. Dickinson would be 
cast from his seal in the U. S. Seuate by the elec­
tion of a whig legislaturein New York, and Ham­
ilton Fish he put in his place. Cass, notwithstand­
ing all the influence he was able to exert, sees 
his friend Buel defeated hv the infuriated fanatics 
of Michigan. Are these the evidences, he asked, 
of the omnipotent influence on public sentiment in 
the North, of the names of those eminent and truly 
patriotic men ? 

The speaker then alluded to the three instances 
in w hich attempts to execute the Fugitive Slave 
Law had been made. In the instance of the two 
Georgians who went to Boston to reclaim their 
slaws, they themselves were arrested three times ; 
three times had to give security for their own per­
sonal appearance in the amount of $10,000; the 
slaves in the meantime escaped, and the masters 
had finally to fl-e Boston as thieves ! The attempts 
at recapture in the two other instances—one in the 
State of New York, the other in Pennsylvania— 
had resulted in equally signal failures, Yet, von 
are told that this Fugitive Slave Law is the panacea 
for all the ills you suffer; this is the concession 
made you by Consress for all your untold grievan­
ce« and spoliations ! 

The speaker then quoted from the N. Y. Express 
and the N. Y. Sun to show the general repugnance 
of public sentiment in tke nou- dave holding States 
to the execution of the Fugitive Slave Law. And 
yet, said he, we are to sit quietly by. a id see and 
hear these things, and, if we say a word, or do an 
act, which indicates a purposp to redress these 
grievances, to resist these aggressions, we are 
branded as traitors ! 

In regard to all these questions how stood the 
Louisiana delegation in Congress ? He voted with 
his colleague on the California Bill, and with two 
of the democratic members in the House. For the 
bills organizing territorial governments for Utah 
and New Mexico, he and his colleague both voted— 
being desirous himself of showing every disposition 
to settle these agitating questions in any mariner 
not positively inconsistent with the honor of the 
South. He had voted against the bill fixing the 
boundaries of Texas, because he was unwilling to 
see the South deprived of a large amount of terri­
tory, and turned over to free-soilism, and at the 
same time mulcted in the amount of $10,000,000. 
On all the measures of the so-called Compromise, 
with the exception of the one last mentioned, he 
and his colleague, and the democratic portion of the 
delegation in the House, voted together. 

Now we are exhorted to speak with tenderness 
of the North, lest we should give offence ; and if 
we should dare to say a word, expressing uneasi­
ness at the grievances which have been imposed 
upon us, we are called disunionists and traitors 1 

A certain party, which possesses a reiaarkable fa­
cility in assuming shapes, and changing names, 
has created a new party, with the style of the Na­
tional Union party. Whether this was nota stroke 
of policy intended to sever and ruin the democratic 
party, was yet to be seen. He was unwilling to 
make a difference between the memoers of the two 
parties ; but on questions which involved the honor, 
the dignity, the very existence of the South, every 
minor consideration disappeared before the impend­
ing necessities of the crisis. 

Now, he asked, what is the remedy ? Shall we i 
dissolve the Union? For one he was ready to an­
swer—The Union of the States is no longer a 
Union of equals. It is no longer the Union of the 
Constitution. As long, said he, as all the States 
of the Confederacy enjoyed the saine equal rights, 
lie was for standing by it; but if the time should 
come when the rights of the South should no longer 
be respected, when our claims to an equal partici­
pation in the advantages of the Union, should be 
disregarded, our honor tarnished, our dignity in­
sulted, when, in short, the South shall be required 
to kneel in slavery at the feet of the North, then, 
however great the sacrifice, he should say—Let the 
Union be dissolved. 

He had come from a land of oppression ; on as­
suming the duties of American citizenship, he had 
sworn allegiance to the Constitution of the Union, 
and he had no respect for any obligations but those 
which were derived from it. 

How is it that we constantly hear from the press 
and the hustings such men as Quitman and Jeffer­
son Davis denounced as disunionists and traitors ' 
These are the very men who have signally illus­
trated the arms of the nation by their heroic deeds 
on the fields of Monterey, Buena Vista, C' uru-
busco and Chapultepec. By whom are they called 
traitors ? By those who wished for their immola­
tion by Mexican hands. The former are traitors— 
the latter patriots î If such are patriots, said the 
speaker, he, for one, should be proud to be a 
traitor. 

lie had alluded to the National Union party. 
This was a mere pretext—a net, devised by whigs, 
in which to catch unwary democrats. Only those 
would be caught who wished to be. On the great 
questions to which he referred, there were only two 
parties—the North and the South. What do those 
mean at the South who -tyle themselves Union 
men ? Tlicy seem to have forgotten that there is 
a Constitution. The Union, the Union, is the 
great word, and disunion is the great curse. He 
was lor the Union inside of the Constitution—that 
Constitution which was cemented by the Mood of 
our fathers; but if outside of it, it was not the 
Union lo which he had sworn allegiance. Now, 
he asked, who are the disunionists .' (Some fellow 
cried out, 44 The whigs," whereupon there was 
considerable laughter in the crowd.) Are those 
disunionists, those who insist upon an adherence to 
the principles of the Constitution ?—those who 
demand what is right, and are determined to sub­
mit to nothing that is wrong ' 

There were two traitors in the Revolution whose 
names history will transmit to the latest posterity. 
The one who revolted against the mother country—* 
WASHINGTON ; the ether who attempted to betray 
ihe revolutionists to that mother country—BK.NE-
OICT ARNOLD! The name of one was exalted 
above those of all men living or that have ever 
lived ou the tide of time : the name of the other will 
go down to unborn ages with the black curse of 
infamy upon it. Thus, it i* seen that the term 
traitor has been applied to the noblest and most 
laudable of deeds- the greatest an«i best of men--
as well as to the lowest and most despicable of 
deeds—the most unprincipled and depraved of men. 

And now we come to the question, shall we pas­
sively submit? What shall we do ? (44 Resist," 
•aid a solitary voice.) No, not yet resist ; not 
until every means to obtain redress has been ex­
hausted. What shall we do ? (44 Transport the 
negroes," cried out some one.) Yes, so say the 
abolitionists of ihe North. 27/wy would have us 
give up three millions of slaves, and tiiteen hun-

dred millions of property. In such an event, what 
would become of the vast solitudes of the South ? 

As to his own opinions as to the proper remedy, 
he would say, if there be any one of the measures 
referred to, the repeal of which can afford any ae-
dress to the South, let its repeal be insisted upon. 
Such he thought the law abolishing the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia. Let us, said he, ask 
from the North some guarantees against future 
aggressions—some compensation for the losses 
which the South has suffered ; and, until the North 
prove recreant to every principle of justice, and to 
the sacred provisions of the Constitution, let us 
stand by the Union ; but, if it should come to that, 
that our political rights and equal privileges under 
the Constitution shall no longer be respected, and 
no guarantees given us for our safety agamst future 
aggression, then, 'hen, said he, let us stand up for 
the rights of the South, be the consequences 
what they may. 

His energies were nearly exhausted. He had 
returned home from the Federal Capitol with the 
hope of being able, in retirement, and in the bosom 
of his family, to recuperate his health, which had been 
greatly impaired by the rigorous climate of a North­
ern latitude, and the arduous duties of a protracted 
session of Congress ; but, notwithstanding this, lie 
felt that that he owed it to his constituents to come 
before that meeting, and to give a plain and candid 
statement of his sentiments on the momentous 
questions before the country. 

To sum up all, said he, let us hope that we shall 
yet obtain justice from our oppressors. When this 
shall be obtained, he would be among the first to 
erase the wrongs of ihe past from his memory. But 
if justice will not be done us, and no redress is 
offered for the grievances which have been imposed 
upon us, then I recommend to you the memorable 
words of Burke, in speaking of Harnden and his 
compatriots: 4* I like those ntdi!e men for their 
sistenee even to our abstraction. They do hut fol­
low a glorious example in our history. Was it for 
the twenty shillings John Hamden rebelled ? would 
that amount impoverish him ? No, but the pay 
ment of that twenty shillings would have raadi 
him a slave !" 

Let the Norih hear from us no threats, but assu­
rances that we know our rights and that we are de­
termined to maintain them. 

The speaker resumed his seat amidst great 
applause. 

The following resolutions were then offered and 
adopted : 
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The following resolution was, on motion of Mr. 
Avegno, unanimously adopted : 

Re olvcd. That we have a well founded and abiding con­
fidence iu the perfect fidelity of tlie naturalised citizens of 
Louisiana lo nil our inst'tu'ions, t<e they Sfite or 
domestic; that we hear willing and solemn testimony that 
they have never been lound recreant to any tlm duties 
wnii h they owe 'her ad »pied country ; aud tha' we will, 

tlie exerc'w- of all their ngii s and privileges, wherever and 
wherever they shall be assai'eJ. 

The Hon. ALEXANDER WALKER , in response 
to a call of the assemblage, made a short speech, 
in which he gave a certain Criminal Judge " par­
ticulier thunder/' His remarks were warmly 
applauded. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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"11 'e Pri 

(CARPETING, CURTAINS, etc.—We are in 
receipt of. and öfter for t-ale at low prices, choice M\ lea 

ot C • R PETI NG, etc. : 
Velvet Wilton Tupe-trv Carpeting ; 
English Three-thread Tui»esiry Brussels Carpet'n g ; 
Imueria' Three-plv Ingruiu do ; 
Superfine, Fmeand Common Ingrain do; 
K ugs. Baizes. Bordered t 'rurnb * 'lo'hs. Stair Linen ; 
S'air Ri-ilr. 'I ran "parent Shades, e.c ; 

1 Cloth, 3 io -'4 ft. wide, cut to any size, and put 
r> al fliort notice ; 
Material» : Silk and Wool 7-4 rich Curtain Da-

mnsK, new stvie; 
fl-4 Worsted rich ''urtain Damask, new style; 
Embroidered Lace aud Muslin Curtains ; 
10-4 e tru rich (fullembroidery) Bobbinet Curtains latest 

Window Cornices.Pins, letups, Ta>«e!s, Cord*, etc • 
For sale low, by CMITTENDI N fc "AMI RON,'  
nil üdp tf Chartres st., and 27 Customhouse st. 

Fire Hrit;k c 
• #8, and tlie Scotch 

At ther*nMtof Mr. Keniiall we pnl into our furnace. ,u 
which we melt iron, one ol Mr. Kendall'« brick, with one of 
I lie very Ije-i Scotch Fire Buck. The Scotch BrtiJt meiled 
slightly; Mr. Ken.,all snot at all, neither broken or cracked. 

,,i . , , , LEED8 Si CO. 
I lanters order« and warranting our brick to 

age WM. II. EAGER, 
-• .... - « .-nt !tit'.\i St^nm It rieb Works 

13 KP PK H 3(10 hags, in bond and store, lor sn • 
A by [ui£] E. J. Ii ART Ai'CO. 79 Tchoupitoalas 9:, 

'ing I'la 
t *3 anil 

-•v t.. . T.-.- .j ' ,. ' 

isJ v:vl' ^fc. > -


