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SHIPPING. 
F O R C A LIFO R N TA. 

For California. 
r\l,'F \ia the IHTHML* j 
T K11U A N T E I'lS • —T11 e pioneer of «tiis I 

te. iho lirt da«s and favorite H tea m ship 
K. VV Foster, cominunder. will leave the 

wharf toot ot'Uirod -t., for <;OATZACOALC< »S RI VEK, 
touching atVeraCru/., on the lUth December f< r her fiut trip, 
on I lie fOth January iur her second trip, on «he 1st February, 
1H51, for her third trip, and so onsulmtiiuuiitly, 

mty d'i 
Her stop I 

The A!al.-« 

lie cost la gr- ally rednu 
» the raies at foot. The 
id the facilities lor travel 

I ascend the river about 40 

rly HMO miles.' 
i Cruz will beo 
> is »Ii 

. .. ill be observed by 
ry to be traversed in healthy, 

meidend abundant. The road 
n. Mules and horees can be obtained. There are towns 
immodious atoppageH, and the whole distance can be 
in about thirty-six hours. Confirmation of tins can lie 
procured, previous to engagement, by uarlies desirous 
enture No established arrangera " 
ma le by the Tehuantepec (Jump 

ethe 
y of New 

In iiowerCabin 
In Steerage 

Freight 35 cents per cubic foot, 
allowed each fassender. 

$50 00 
45 00 
30 00 

83^° <£0 pounds baggage 

vide themselves with pas?-
poiis from the Mexican Consnl. nsW Hos f. .1. M I - ! : U I : K \ < <> I'.,M 

î*acilir .Hull Steamship Company. 
-J-X&ä FOU C AUFüilM t \la ( II v«;hi;h — 

Direct idtiH to Chaures.-TI.e new and 
1 " » a g n i f i c e n t  d o n b l e - e n g i n e  h i e a m s l u n  P f l l  L A  -
«)K1 I III\, Çapt. F. Stanley, ('. S. N., commanding, 
will 'EN ve on her SI-OOPII tri,, fru «• tin for Cil ACH ES, 
ponctnafl '" WKUNES,,AY MORNING, at 8 o'clock, 

This steamship, together with the new double-enginepteam-
ship CARIIMIKAN. built extirosdy for this trade, will form a 

onthly Line from this city to Chngres rh 
•vith the < 

mi ' 

certainty 
by each • 
leaving i 
Steamers.. 
California and Oregon. 

KATKK Of 
From New Orle 

In Saloon 
In Second Cabin 
In Steerage,with Perth and 

. Mail S te! 

m'punamà 

lihipsOKk 
, CoLUM-

Krancisco and 
rt( K KTS with 
I bedispatche : 

'eminent Mail 

VJ2*rîtf'wilh ^rlh an(1 BeparateMess! 
All iickets for passage and orders I 

•<». urefl d'rectly from the Agent*, as r 
jUiori/ed to hell tickets or contract lor tri 

ARMSTRONG, LAWRASON i 
- 10H Magasine *trf 

^^g|^?BA»0»oo and H A ( 'It A M E.\-
MTY-JO: 
Al new ant 

. .1. Ending, havi 

îwly coppered, well found and 
Li excellent .accommodations for 
•rs. who will be landed at San F 
eferred. Jror freight 

I /apt. James A. 

I,nu nj Cnhf,) 
ry fa ' sailing bark , 
lall of her cargo « ngageil.will 
This ves«1 is of the first clas*. 

or passage, apply to 
WM. J. DliVVEV. 88 Gravier st. 

•\ of the cargo of 
enti directeii to hi 
x to the market. 

•ii an.I Acrii u tur.-i 11;,r k.'Te-

FO R EJ G N P QR TS. 

FOIi \KKA CHI Z— 'The well-known and 
- vome steam-hip A I. All A M A, R. VV. Foster, 

nmander, will leave the wharf, foot of Girod 
Cruz on Tl LdDAY, 10th Oeccmber, ai 8 

Mattressand Separate Mess 30 
I wo hundred and lilty pounds of baggage allowed 

t.«'" F'or freight or passage, apply to 
Prr - Qi ̂  MËEK.LR Äi C< *i>', Toy 11 ras street. 

-The Al ship AHA. FOII I.IXKltl'OOL 
(*lt A.\T, Capt. Alexi 
dispatch for the above port. F'or freight or passage. 

THOS. ROGERS. JR , & IJO. 
or (». W , OIjI V ER. 23 St. Charte- st. 

STEAM BO A 1'S. 
-JP"»KFor Mobiln — Djli-r*»» 

^ I JUU. I.IKE— - - .«if— 
Ttie si'lendid l^w prev.'ire'^âe^ÈaÂSSe 

packet s'eaniers <il-llKli<>\» Captai" B A 11:— —1 
I CUilll)A. Captain VV. T. Gibenoi 

AUCTION SALES. 
BY J. A. BEARD. 

Liberal HbIp or Valuable Improved and Vac 
Property and ftegrofM, lo clone an S^tatc. 

Il Y J. A. BEARD, Auctioneer. 
OATll KDAY. Uecemi «> Vit. iH.iO, . i \U o'clock—Will I.j » ol 

1 dep h of 100 f et t>«iwc?n parallel lint», 
in common in 'lie nr. Ttia ii. pr.»ve-

ei. Tljennpro. eu.en^c 
d kinry Kitchen, etc. in tl 

* in«.t-urcB U\ Itfct 7 iiic'-e >. fronting St. Mary'. Market, I y a depth 
..f 53 feet 1 inch, i.r t N-. 3 ma,urei il fret 7 Inches fro,-, on lit-

€ \ ) t  Dnihj  Craccu i  

ripuJtt ï 

ÎI.Y CRKSCKNT —Three il.jlUr» a yeur. rsyahle in 
Puitmntrrs and others p.ctinp as agcuU, l,y seodln« 

ADVERTISING. 

mrâïïi5^»s<5s«îi5jir{' 

BY SYKES, HYDE & CO. 
Olive Oil Olive Oil Olive Oil. 

I l  Y SYKES, HYDE «St CO.  
\fOND\Y, Decemli r 'J. nt c,uarter-r a»t 4 o'c!.. k-Will le sold 
•>i -n the I.ev.-.f,. ppositc 8-< ••••. • tt. Thi I Municipali-.v— 

DANCING ACADEMIES. 
BRUNS* NATIONAL IIALL, 

CARONDKLKT STRKKT, CORNER OK PERDIOO PTRKET. 

•pASHIONABLK DANCING and WALTZ-
A 1NÜ ACAOKMY.-Mr. h.,1 MMe FREDERICK K. BRUNS 

^ r«'ipectlnl y inlorm the la'iie* an l ^ntlem 
iai.N''»' Orleans thut their rchool will op« 

:i)NESDAV, December II, when the' 

Lai 
been built 

MnNROE, Captain Samuel Gwartney, \ 

lions, (l-adje»' Cabiniall in H at£.roomd)—one nl ihf tbove 
ap^amere will I^ve the Poi.t^hartain Kaikroud DA1LÏ. on 
the armai at tiie LaKeof the 4 oV-loek p. M. c trs—and the 
wuylfiter bag i«ave«tbo office o' ibe Airenu at 3 o'clock 
p. M. ror lreiaht or pa»sa*p. applyoc board, nr to 

iii.M ly J. R. GKD.'.'l.S, hi Hank I'liux. 
fKV twOe^ulnr \ a/.oo Hiver l*a« ket Hteainer 

MUÄHOK—For Leflore, (JrePnvvood, Ma-
K*TI ••mil 1^1 rion, Yazoo City, rfatarti» and Vicksburg.— 

and swift running passenger packet steamer 
Captain Samuel Gwartney, will leave lor the 

11 intermediate landings un MONDAV, the 
5 o'clock p. M. Fur freight orpaasaze, apply on 

M'»J T. It SMITH. IT l»(,ydras»t. 
^ lied Hiver Faeket Ol CK KIVKK-Vor 
"-f Alexandria, Grand Kcore and Shreveport— 

The well-known and fast-runnning steamer 
:IH. J. D. (Jiark. master, ih now recpivini? 
rill leave as abovi 
j'clo«;k p. M. Fo 

oo buard, foot of Customhouse s-ice», ui i«> 
T. B. SMITH. 17 Poydrasstreet. 

P. 8.—The steamer Duck River will run m cor 
with tiie light draught steamer Jim Gilmer, and will n 

» Hiver Packet Stec 

t running passenger packet . _ 
BY, Cap . J. J. Kerclieval, will positively l^Hve for tin 
above and all intermeriate landings, on MONDAY, tin 
9th iiiit., at 5 o'clock p. M. For freight or passage, applj 
on board, loot ol* Canal street, or to 

d7 T. B. S Ai ITH. 17 Poydraa stre-u. 
- t».Hc«nlnr llonnny \ lekHlnir 

MÜ.\iitOiM LH 1 —F 
»V „ JUrfto Lake Providence, iVlilliken's I 

.Heuular Mondny \iekMhnr« Weekly 
—- For Princeton, 

»end, Vickp. 
•and Natchez. 

r ..-»ainer MONT. 
C¥. (.'apt J. H. Estis, will positively leave for the 
d ail intermediate landimis, on MONDA Y, the 9th 
> o'clock P. M. F'or freight or passage apply to 

T. B. SMITH. 17 PoydrasH 

L/'artha^e. G.und Gulf, Rodney 

el y leave for the 

_ .vill positively leave for the above 
and all intermediate landings on TCESDAY, 10th inst, at 
5 o'clock p. M. For freight or passage, apply on board, foot 
of Customhouse street, or to 

T. B. SMITH. 17 Poydras st. 
Alexandria ,  

nd Hcore—Them 
merHAXO.\, E. Commandeur, master, 

Tabove on TUESDAY. 10th inst., at 5 o'clock 
Freight or passage, apply on board, foot of Gravier 

[,i9] E. H. P 'MROY, L'J Common st. 

Bed Hiver, Alexandria, Aaiclii-
well» «nil lira. .1 R-icie-Tlw new and «lib. 
stantial s'eamer HHIOL, Jolm Amiden, mes-

ter. will 1- ave for the above and all intermediate iaiiditius on WEDNESDAY, 1 Ith inst., at ä o'clock p. m. For freight 
or passage, apply on board, foot of Canal street, or to 

BiiIjIHEII. Aîent, -14 (11,1 l.evec. 
MenipliiB— Heutilnr Wednewdny 

ket - The new and splendid passenger 
.. ... , , .. .mer AillKHCI A, Jesse Johnson, master, 
will le,n e for .Memphis, Helena, Napoleon, Mouth of White 
River, Princeton, Lake Providence, Vicksbur?, anil all the 
Hem!«, on WEDNESDAY, the Hth in^t. at 5 o'clock P.M. 
For freight or pa«sai;e. havi... superior accommodations, ap-
ply to PICKETT. PERKINS & < o Agents, 

67 Magazine street. 
N. B.—A clerk h now on the Levee, foot of Canal street, 

i freight for the America. <19 

mington, Monroe, « '"'umliwi, 
:inta Ri ver—The elegant and swift-running passen 
S I ORM, Capt. — will leave for the above i 

iliate landings on W L.DN ESDA Y, the 11th ii 

br!"!i °SMITH. 17 Poydras st. 

WATCHES AND JEWELRY 
.. Watches, Chronometers 
lent s accurately adjusted, in 
tcnl A»»paratus made to order 
)j-ii(.ur Chronometers r>. .-rc. lori.n ,*> . ?25 ly 
: li. MEYER, No. 1 OV> t 'a MP stre'îi, Waich-; 

y \ .  m a k e r  a n d  d e a l e r  i n  J E W E L R Y ,  G O L D  1  
i NS. FANCY ARTICLES, and WATCHES. 

V! Jewell y articles repaire.! a: moderate prici«. mlS 

Fine watchks, jewkliiy, silver"-
WARE, etc. —YOl ft«; A: CO, No. 8 Camp street, 

fiflhe^^TC^^nUonru'Vii'.^^'^T^B^^'iY^lni^ies'Eiig-

!'eîe'cailé«!Jf'u"ont*Leveriu.dTin,.loi t-V..,péments^ul!T.':!; 
i. w. : 1, lull plat.- and three-quarn-rï pltu iiiuveaieut», and—> W 

-Ék 

DANCING ACADEMY. 

jy£E.P.CLIS3EY respectfully informa the ladies 

French Qumlri/les, 
Valse a Deuz Temps, rolka a Mazourka, 
Valse, a Trots Temps, German Polka H'altz, 
Polka du Salon, J.a Redoica, 

The Scottish Polka. 
Mr. C. will leach ihete fashionaMe Dance* to ladies and gentle-

I fif.ee 
03- Pri e Clan 

Cd- Class for ChilcJre 
nd THURSDAYS. 
rn>- Class for gentlem 

rladl 

ï from 3 o'clock ti 

ï frutn half-past G till 10, every night. 

n 9 till 3 o'clock 

ï MONDAYS 

PRIVATE DANCING ACADEMY. 

"1VIADAME LEISE respectfully informs heads 
-LTA of families and her former pupil« and friends of La-

Josephine street. 

wn, by 

would 'info 

•«'s n.NowUr' 

ty-' ! )8: y «' r t r Tu 11 i on w 
KRIDA Y. at 3 o'clock, P. 

1 be »trictiy private, md formed o 
Terms : 

HOOKS—STATIONERY. 
.Yew BMoolc 

No. Gravier 

ti* JOHN «ALL, Agent, is now rei 

Store. 

i superior stocks of Stationer 
n part of— 
.nd Letter Papers, Note Pape 

• former 

r old stand. No. 59, 
...... . _ rnbhc generally thai 

reostablisheil at our old stand. .. 
iu street, ami are preuared to fill all or-_ 
for STATIONERY and BLANK B(K 

•ictory manner. Our stock being entirely i 
argest in the South, we oiler a complete assortment to thi 
vishing to buy. 

CORSON & ARMSTRONG. Stationers, 
59 Camp street 

PI ! E-I DENTS MESSAGE. 
Ftlloip.Citizens uf the Scii ate and l/uuseof Representatives: 

Hr-iog Huddenly called, iii the midst of tiie l-.^i 
session of Congress, l>y a painful •ii.^f»ens''itio!i of Di­
vine Providenc e, tu the responsible stalion which I 
now hold, I contented inyself with such communi-

the Legislature an ihe exigency of the 
eemetl to require. The country was 
n mourning Iur the loss of its venerated 

Chief Magistrate, and all liearis were penetrated 
with grief. Neither the time nor the occasion ap­
peared to require or to justify, on my pirt, any 
general expression unpolitical opinions, or an an­
nouncement of the principles which would govern 
ine in the discharge of the duties to the perform­
ance of which I had been so unexpactedly called, 
ï trust, therefore, that it may not be deemod inap­
propriate, if I avail myself <>f this opportunity of 
the re assembling of '  origress to make known my 
sentiments, in a general manner, in regard to the 
p dicy which ought to I 3 pursued i»y the Govern­
ment, both in its intercourse with foreign nations, 
and in its management and administration of infer­
nal affairs. 

Nations, like individuals in a state of nature, are 
equal and independent, possessing certain rights, 
an I owing certa n du-iestoeacho.Her, arising trom 
their necessary and unavoidable relations ; which 
rights and duties there h no common human autho­
rity to protect and enferce. Still, they are righ-i 
and duties, bind in moral*, in conscience, and in 
honor, although there is no tribunal to which an 
injured party can ap;.»al but the disinterested judg­
ment of mankind, and ultimately the arbitrament 
of the sword. 

Among the acknowledged rights of nations is 
that, which each pos«-e>Hes, ol establishing that 
form of government which it may deem most con­
ducive to the happiness and prosperity of its own 
citizens; of changing that form as circumstances 
may require ; and of managing its internal affairs 
according to its own will. The r ïople of the Uni­
ted States claim this right for themselves, and they 

extent of the pov»er vested in rn^, I shall at all 
times, and in al! places, take care that, the laws be 
faithfully executed. In the discharge of this duty, 
solemnly imposed upon me by the Constitution, and 
bymyoithof «.five, I shall *b*ink from no respon­
sibility, and idiall en feavor to even s a- they 
may ari>e, with firm 
and discretion. 

The appointing p -
til which the Exe 
a sacred trust, to 

of ad van- iog the p 
people. 

as well as with prudence 

is one of the moss delicate 
e is invested, i regard it. 

rcised wi-h the s deview 
rity and happiness of the 
fTiri to elevate tiie aland- |  

fficial employment, by selecting for plac 
f importance individuals fitted for the posts to 
vhich they are assigned, by their kr.own integrity, 
alents, and virtues. In so extensive a country, 
villi so great a population, and where few persons 

appointed to office can be known to the appointing 
power, mistakes will sometime« unavoidably hap­
pen, and unfortunate appointments be made, not­
withstanding the greatest care. In such cases, the 
power of removal may be properly exercised ; ami 
neglect of duty or m tif asirice in office will be no 
more toletaled in individuals appointed by myself 
than those appointed by others. 

I am happy in being able to say that no unfavor­
able change in our foreign relations has taken place 
since the message at the opsning of the last session 
of Congress. We are at peace with all nations, 
and we enjoy in an em neoi degree the blessings of 

ut peace, in a prosperous and growing emmerce, 
id in a I tiie forms of amicable national inter* 

four hundred and twenty-one thousand seven hun- Jations with the Aialnlic States, seem to render .t. 
dred and forty-eight dollars and ninety cents, the duty of the Government lo use all its constitu-
($47,421,7'18 90.) tional power to improve the means of intercoms» 

The total expenditure» during the same period with them. The importance of opening " a line of 
were forty-three million two thousand one hundred communication, the best and most expéditions of 
and six'y-eight dollars and ninety cents, ($13,002,- ' which the nature of the country will admit," be-
168 90.) I tween ihe valley of the Mississippi and ihe Pacific, 

The public debt h is been reduced, since the last j waB brought to your notice by my predecessor, in 
annual report from the Treasury Department, four '»i* annual message ; and as the reasons which he 
hundred and ninety-five thousand two hundred and ' Presented in favor of the measure stiil exist in fu 1 
seventy-six dollars and seventy-nine cents, : force, I beg leave lo call your attention to them, 
276 79.) i and to lepeat trie recommendations then made by 

i lîy the 19th section of the act of 28th January, . 
!  1847, the proceeds of the sales of the public lands |  rhfe  uncertainty which exiits in regard to the 

were pledged for the interest and principal of the j validity of land titles in California is a subject 

The th of th* 
npl.' »pulatinn, a 

•sure f ir it the reff -etöl 
listed that its character 
! to the rights of other 

cct to be readily and 

gjtiated between the 
riniin in April last, for 
th* construction of a 
Atlantic and Pacific 

poses. This instrument 
•ontracting parties, the 

sen effected, and 

unexample 
fie present am unt of its 
means of self-protection, 
all nations; while il is 
<br justic, and a reCa 
States, will cause that i 
cheerfully paid. 

A convention was i 
United States and Gréa» 
facilitating and protecting tin c 
ship canal bat ween the' Allai 
oceans, and for other purposes. 
has been ratified by the contrat 
exchange of ratifications has bt 
proclamation thereof has been du „ 

In addition to the stipulations contained in this 
convention, two other objects remain to b- accom­
plished between tue contracting powers. 

First. The designation and establishment of a 
free port at each end of the canal. 

Second. An agreement fixing the distance from 
the shore w ii hin which the belligerent maritime 
operations shall not be carried on. On the-e point«, 
there is little doubt that the two governments will 
/ (»me to an understanding. 

The company of citizens of the Unii d States 
who have acquired from the Sta'e of Nicaragua 
the privilege of constructing a ship canal between 
ihe two oceans, through the territory of that Slate, 
have made progress io their preliminary arrange-
ii'-ni -. The treaty between the Ui.i'ed Stages and 

Great Britain, of the 19;h of April last, above re­
ferred to, being row in operation, it is to be hoped 
that the guarantees which it offers will be sufficient 

k with all prac-
cablf expe It o'.1 thi.' 

'  othei 

adily concede it to others. Hence it become 
imperative duty not to interfere in the government 
or internal poûcy of other nations ; and although 
we may sympathize with the unfortunate or the 
oppressed, every where, in their suggles for free-
doom, our princip'es forbid us from taking any pait 
in such foreign contests. We m ke no wars to 
promote ur to prevent successions to thrones ; to 
maintain any theory of a balance of power ; or to 
suppress the actual government which any country 
chooses to establish for itself. We instigate no rev­
olutions, nor suffer any hostile military exf »ditions I'.^P u 

to be fined out iu the United States to invade the 
territory or provinces of a friendly nation. Tiie 
great law of morality out to have a national, us 
well os a personal and individual appluation. We 
should act towards other nations as we wish 
them to act towards us ; anil justice and conscience 
should form the role of conduct between govern­
ments, instead of mere power, self-interest, or the 
power of aggrandizement. To maintain a stri't 
neutrality iu foreign wars, to cultivate friendly re 
lations, to reciprocate every noble and generous act, 
and lo perform punctually and scrupulously every 
treaty obligation—these are the duties which we 
owe to other States, an ' by the performance nf 
which we b#t entitle ourselves to like treatment 
from them ; or if that, in any case, be refused, we 
can enforce our own rights with justice and a clear 
conscience. 

In our domestic policy, the Constitution will be 
my guide ; and in questions of doubt. I shall look |  Jeem 

for its interpretation to the judicial decisions of that < urtli 
tribunal which was established to expound it, and 
to the usage of the Government, sanctioned by the j -'erenccs 
acquiescence of the country, t regard all its pro- resP 
visions as equally binding. In all its parts it is the Fresh 
will of the people, expressed in the most solemn ' ^ in l  

form, and the constituted authorities are but agents 
to carry that will into elfect. Every power which 
it has granted is to be exercised for the public 
good, but no pretence of utility, no honest convic- j Pa)' 
tion, even, of what might be expedient, can justify j ; lga; 

would he indefinitely postponed, 
peaceful m ?aaures, for the purpo-e of harmonizing 
conflicting claims io territory in that quarter, should 
be adopted. It will consequently be my endeavor 
to cause any further negotiations on the part of this 
government, which may be requisite fir this pur­
pose, to be so conducted as to bring them to a 
speedy and successful close. 

Some unavoidable delay has occurred, arising 
from distance and the difficulty of intercourse be­
tween this government arid that of Nicaragua, hut, 
as intelligence lias ju-t been received ol the ap­
pointment of an Envoy Extraordinary and Minis, 
t-r Plenipotentiary of that government to reside at 
Washington, whose arrival may soon b' expected, 
it is hoped tint no further impediments will be ex-
f.-rienced in the pr rapt transa 

the t enfs 
the United States 

m of I he two ocean 
•s the Isthmus of Te 

energy, especially when t!» 
' in v. • cir MUIIII'I '. _I ,.li . : 'n»»i 

public debt. The great amount of those land: 
subsequently granted by Congress for military 
bounties, will, it is believed, very nearly supply 
the public demand for several years to come, and 
but little reliance can, therefore, be placed on that 
hitherto fruitful source of revenue. 

Aside from the permanent annual expenditures, 
which have necessarily largely increased, a portion 
of the public debt, amounting t<» eight million sev­
enty-five thousand nine hundred and eighty-six 
dollars and fifty-nine cents, (SS,075,986 o'.).) must 
be provided for within the next two fiscal years. 
It i.» most desirable that these accruing demands 
should be met without re-orting to new loans. 

All experience has '. 'einonstrated the wisdom and 
policy of raising a large portion of revenue, for the 
support of Government from duties oo goods im­
ported. The power to la." these duties is unques­
tionable, and its chief object, of course, is to replen­
ish the treasury. But if, in doing this, an inci­
dental advantage may he gained by encouraging 
the industry of our own citizens, it is our duty to 
avail ourselves of tl at advantage. 

A duty laid upon an article which cannot be 
produced in this country—such as tea or coffee-
adds to the cost ol the article, and is chiefly or 
wholly paid by the consumer. But a duty laid 
upon an article which may be produced here, stim­
ulates the skill and industry of our own country to 
produce the same article, which is brought into the 
market in competition with the foreign article, and 
the importer is thus compelled to reduce his price 
to that, at which the domestic article can be sold, 
thereby throwing a part of the duty upon the pro­
ducer of the foreign article. The continuance of 
this process creates the skill, and invites the capi­
tal, which finally enable us to produce the article 
much cheaper than it could have been produced 
from abroad, thereby benefiting both the producer 
and the consumer at home. The consequence of 
this is, that the artisan and the agriculturalist aie 
brought together, each atfords a ready market for 
the produce of the other, the whole country be­
comes prosperous ; and the ability to produce every 
necessary of life renders us independent in war as 
well as in peaee. 

A high tariff can never be permanent. It will 
cause dissatisfaction and will be changed. It ex­
cludes competition, and thereby invites the invest­
ment of capital in manufactures to such an excess, 
that when changed it brings distress bankruptcy 
and ruin upon all who have been misled by its 
faithless protection. What the manufacturer wants, 
is uniformity and permanencv, that he may feel a 
confidence that he is not to be ruined by sudden 
changes. But to make a tariff uniform and perma­
nent, it is not only necessary that the law should 
not be altered, but that the duty should not fluctu­
ate. To elfect this, all duties should be specific, 
wherever the nature of the article is such as to ad­
mit of it. Ad valorem duties fluctuate with the 
price, and offer strong temptations to fraud and per­
jury. Specific duties, on the contrary, are equal 
and uniform in all ports, and at all times, and offer 
a strong inducement to the importer to bring the 

• best article, as he pays no more duty on that, than 
; upon one of inferior quality. I therefore strongly 
: recommend a modification of the present tariff, 
* which has prostrated some of our most important 
'  and necessary manufactures, and »hat specific du-
i ties be imposed sufficient to raise the requisite 
j revenue, making such discrimination in favor of the 
j industrial pursuits of our own country as to en-

tiZMi oi , courage borne production, without excluding for-
rough eign competition. It is also important that an un­
is iri j fortunate provision in the present tariff which im-

> expect poses a much higher duty upon the raw material 
it enters into our manufactures than upon the 
mufactured article, should be remedied. 
The papers accompanying the report of the Sec-
tary of the Treasury will disclose frauds attempt-

'  " ed tip. *' '  

of business be* 

ve undertaken 
>y means of a 
antepec, under 

Ti e number of Post-offices in the Unite»! Sra'e 
on the first day of July last, was eighreen thousand 
four hundred and seventeen—being an increase ol 
sixteen hundred and seventy during the preceding 

The gross revenues of the Departmen t for the lis. 
«I year ending Jone 30th, 1S50, amounted to fivs 
millions five hundred and Sfty-twro thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-one dollars and forty-eigh: 
2e, ?' '»«'"ding the annoal appropriation of two 
hundred thousand dollars for the franked matter of 
t e departments, and excluding the Foreign pos>-
age, collected for and payable to the British Gov-

shall Î , 
gov- \ 

•s'-ary ; 

ii '  I '  r I <•• ii V - • • \ '  , ,;?/ ed "Pon lhe  revenue, in variety and amount so 
ions' ap i> '  •r'inl ».,. !,mènt\ f thai » " reat '  as  to  Just , ,V lhe  conclusion that it iu onpos-
ibiect and '•>. i; • is < "ii/id-ni'iv n't ri lined that ! "nder any system ot ad valorem duties levied 
i i . . . . .  ! . .  . . . v - , / .  . . . ,  i  . . i t  î '  " . . .  :  :  u p o n  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o s t  o r  v a l u e  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  t o  s e -

duly se; 
try t.tin 
that (lit 

not fail I 
' governi 

ng objecti 
partie 

j ia | | become i l ,pu" l I ie  ,ore i£n cost  or  value of the article, 
the üdvanw •• w inch that oouo- \ CUre ?" ' ,OIie8t  observance and an effectual adinin-

) derive from th0 work aiid learn l 's l ra t 'on °' the laws. The fraudulent devices to 
writ of the I'nit-d Stales desires i eya. t le  the  Iaw '  which l l i ive  been detected by the 
sovereignly < f Mexico in the i-th- '  viß i la ,?ce. ot  , lhe  appraisers, leave no room to doubt 
i unimpaired, the stipulations re- '  s 'm ' 'ar  impositions, not discovered, to a large 
agreed to with alacrity. I ainou t, have been successfully practiced since the 
id vices from Mexico it would ap- 5 enactment of the law now in force. This state of 
that the G 

J : tic 

some of the stipuldtioi 
d in the project of the 
their protection and 
n, it is to be hoped, 

ling betw 

oft 
is prosecuting tl 
ability. 

Although the n 
payment of claim 
_ hat Govt 

mption of any power not granted. The |  formal treaty, yet 
powers conferred upon the Government and their ; eminent ot Porti 
distribution to ihe several departments, are as j payment of thosi 
clearly expressed in that sacred instrument as the |  cepted on the part ol the United States, it gives 
imperfection of human language will allow ; and •• me pleasure to say that Mr. Clay, to whom the 
I deem it my first duty, not to question its wisdom, ! gotiation on the part of the United Slates has bei 

things had a prejudicial influence upon those en-
gagtd in foreign commerce. It has a tendency to 
drive the honest trader from the business of im­
porting, and to throw that important branch of 
employment into the hands of unscrupulous and 
dishonest men, who are alike regardless of la wand 
the obligations of an oath. By these means the 
plain intentions ol Congress, as expressed in the 
law, are daily deleated. Every motive of policy 
and duty, therefore, impel me to ask the earnest 
attention of Congress to this subject. If Congress 
should deem it unwise to attempt any important 

rotations with Portugal for the |  c) ianKes  the system of levying duties at this sea-
of citizens of the United States i s l.0"' 11 Wl11 l )ecom« indispensable to the protection 
mien, have not yet resulted iu a [ °' t l ie  revenue that such remedies, as in the judge-
proposition made by the Gov- 1 ™en, t  ofCongw«» »nay mitigate the evils complained 

al lor th-» final adjustment and |  
has recently bei 

f two Govern 

utnsyinbMe 

requirements, entrusted, discharged the duties of his appointment 
with ability and discretion, acting always within 
the instructions of his Government. 

It is expected that a regular convention will be 
immediately negotiated lor carrying the agree­
ment between the two Governments into effect. 

The commissioner appointed under the act of 
Congress tor carrying into effect the convention 
with Brazil, of the "27th of January ,18*19, has en-

aid to its provision 
nullify its commands. 

Upon you, fellow-citizens, as representatives of 
the States and the people, is wisely devolved the 
legislative power. I shall comply with my duty in 
laying before you, from time to time, any informa-
t on calculated to enable you to discharge your high 
and responsible trust, for the benefit of our common 
constituents. 

My opinions will be frankly expressed upon the j tered upon the performance of the dut;. , 
leading subjects ol legislation ; and if, which I do upon him by that act. It is hoped that those duties 
not anticipate, any act should pass the two Houses ; may be completed within the time which it pre-
ol Congress which should appear to me uuconsti- i scribes. The documents, however, which the im-
totional, or an encroachment on the just power of 1 perial Government, by the third article of the Con-
other departments, or with provisions hastily 1 stitution, stipulates to furnish to the Government 
adopted, and likely to produce consequences inju- i of the United States, have not yet been received, 
rious and unforeseen, I should not shrink from the ; As it is presumed that those documents will be 
duty of returning it to you, with my reasons, for | essential for the correct disposition of the claims, it 
your further consideration. Beyond the due per- ! may become necessary for Congress to extend the 
f'irinance of these constitutional obligations, both ! period limited for the duration of the commission, 
my respect lor the Legislature and my sense of pro- The sum stipnlaled by the 4th article of the con-
pnety will restrain me from any attempt to control ! vention to be paid to this Government has been 

proceedings. With you is the j received. 
power, the honor, and the responsibility of the legis- 1 The collection in the ports of the United States 
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lation of the country. 
The Government of the United Stated is a lim­

ited government. It is confined to the exercise of 
powers expressly granted, and such others as may 

ssary for carrying those powers into elfect ; 
and it is at all times an especial duty to guard 

y infringement on the just rights of the 
States. Over the objects and subjects entrusted to 
Congress, its legislative authority is supreme. But 
here that authority ceases, and every citizen who 
truly loves the Constitution, and desires the con-

auance of its existence and its blessings, will 
•solutely and firmly resist any interference in those 

domestic affairs, which the Constitution has clearly 

ninating duties upon th ssels of Chili 
and their cargot-s has been suspended, pursuant 
the provisions of the act of Congress ot the 24th of 
May, 1828. It is to be hoped that this measure 
will impart a fresh impulse to the commerce be­
tween the two countries, which, ot late, and espe­
cially since our acquisition of California, has, to the 
mutual advantage of the parties, been much aug­
mented. 

Peruvian guano has become so desirable an ar­
ticle to lhe agricultural interests of the Uniied States, 
that it is the duty of lhe Government to employ all 
the means properly in its power for the purpose of 
causing that article to be imported into the country 

anu unequivocally leit to the exclusive authority of ! at a reasonable price. Nothing will be omitted 011 
the States. And every such citizen will alsodepre- 1 my part towards accomplishing this desirabfe end. 
cate useless irritation among the several members ' 1 am persuaded that in removing any restraints 
of the Union, and all reproach and crimination j on this traffic, the Peruvian government will pro-

e portion of the country from j mote its own best interests, while it will alloid 
proof of a friendly disposition towards thi 

ing to alienate 
another. The beauty of our system of gove 

ists, and its safety and durability must consist, 
voiding mutual collisions, and encroachments, 

and in the regular separate action of all, while each 
is revolving in its own distinct orbit. 

The Constitution has made it the duty of the Pre­
sident to lake enre that the laws he fanhfully exe­
cuted. In a Government like oum, iii which all 
laws are passed by a majority of the représenta* 
lives of the people, and these representatives are 
chosen for such short periods, that any injurious or 
obnoxious law can very soon be repealed, it would 
appear unlikely that any great numbers should be 
found ready to resist the execution of the laws. 
But it must be borne in mind that the country is ex­
tensive, that there may be local interests or preju­
dices rendering a law odious in one pari, which is 
nur^öo in another, and that the thoughtless and in­
considerate, misled by their passions, or their ima­
ginations, may be induced madly to resist such 
laws as they disapprove. Such persons should re­
collect that, without law, there can be no real 
practical liberty; that, when ihe law is trampled 
under foot, tyranny rules, whether it appears in the 
form of a military despotum or of popular viol. nee. 
The liw is the only Hire protection of the weak, 
and the only efficient restraint upon the strong. 
When impartially and faithfully administered, none 
is beneath its protection, and none aîyovt; ils con­
trol. Vou, gentlemen, and the country may be as­
sured, that 10 the utmost of my ability, und to the 

which will be duly appreciated. 
The treaty between the United States and Iiis 

Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, whicli 
has recently been made public, will, it is believed, 
have a beneficial elfect uj 
the t 

thosi ts of the Island 
erly colonic 

The relations betwee 
of St. Domingo which were foi 
Spiin and France, respectively, 
settled condition. The proximity of that island to 
the United Slates, and the delicate question: 
volved in the existing controversy there, rendi 
desirable that it should be permanently and speed­
ily adjusted. The interests of humanity ami of 
general commerce also demand this ; and, 
mations of the same sentiment have been received 
from other Governments, it is hoped that 1 
plan may soon be devised to elfect the object 
manner likely to give general satisfaction. The 
Government of the United States will not fail, by 
the exercise of all proper friendly offices, to do all 
in its power to put an end to the destructive .var 
which has raged between the dilferent parts of the 
islaud, and to secure to them both the benefits of 
peace and commerce. 

I refer you to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for a detailed statement of the finances. 

The total receipts into the Treasury, for the year 
«-tiding 3Uth of June last, were forty-seven million 

of the 
inent of Congress 
of, should be at OIK 

As before stated, 
Pinion, all'ord the 

evil ; but, if you should not concur 

itigate the evils 
applied. 
pecific duties would, in my 

perfect remedy for this 
1 this 

then, as a partial remedy, I beg leave respectfully 
am mend that, instead of taking the invoice of 

the articles abroad as a means of determining its 
alue here, the correctness of which invoice it is in 
nany cases impossible to verify, the law be so 
hanged as to require a home valuation or appraisal 
0 be regulated in such manner as to give, as taras 

practicable, uniformity in the several ports. 
There being no Mint iu California, 1 um informed 
at the laborers in the mines are compelled to dis­

pose of their gold dust at a large discount. This 
to be a heavy and unjust tax upon the 

labor of those employed in extracting this precious 
tul ; and I doubt nut you will be disposed, at the 
rliesi period possible, to relieve ilieni from it by 

the establishment of a Mint. In the mean lime, as 
'tablished there, I would re-

spectlully submit for your consideration the propri­
ety ol au'.liorizmg gold bullion, which has been as­
sayed and stam{ied, to be received in payment of 
Government dues. 1 cannot conceive that the 

reasury would suffer any lo?s by such a provision, 
hieb will at once raise bullion to its par value, 

and thereby save (il I am rightly informed) many 
millions of dollars lo the laborer* which are now 
paid in brokerage to convert this precious metal in-

ailable funds. This discount upon their hard 
earnings is a heavy tax, and every effort should be 
made by the Government to relieve them from so 
great a burden. 

Mure I ban three-fourths of our population are 
engaged in the culiivation of ihe soil. The com-

I, manufacturing, and navigating interests 
xtent, depm lent on the ngricul-
ore, th- most important interest 

an 1 Iihk a ju>i claim to lhe fostering 
« ti »ti of the Government, so far as 
xtended consistently with the provi-

are all, t 
tural. It is,"tin 
of the nation, ai 

by the ordini 
ret. .tarnend 
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reau, to collect spicimeris of the 
of our country, and to ascertain, by < 
sis, their respective elein» ills an I j 
their adaptation to useful purposes. 

ion, 1 respectfully 
f tin Agrit illttiral 
duly t.f gi.ing to 
1 industry the en 

s of our country, 
r the employment 
id chemist, who 

on of the liu-

ful aualy-
eriies, and 
should al­
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ich demand* your early considerati"n. Largi 
bodies of land in that State aie claimed under 
grant* said to have been made by authority of th* 
Spanish and Mexican G-wernmen's. Many of 
these have not been perfected, others have been 
revoke«!, and pome are believed to be fraudulent. 
But uni il they shall have been judicially investi­
gated, they will continue to retard the »etil- merit 
and improvement of the couniry. I, therefore, re-
spectlully recommend that provision bemtdeby 
law fur th- appointmentof commissioners fo exam­
ine all such claims, with a view to their fina'a 1-
juslment. 

I al 0 beg Irave to call your aitmtion to the pro 
priety of extending, at an early day, our system of 
land laws, wi:li such modifications as may be ne­
cessary, over the Stale of California and the Ter 
ritories of Utah and New Mexico. The mineral 
lands of California will, of course, fo,.n an excep­
tion to any general system which may be adopted. 
Various methefs of disposing of them have been 
suggested. I was at fir t inclined to favor the sys 
t-tn t«f leasing, as itstemed to promise the larg-si 
revenue to the Government, ami to afford the best 
security against monopolies ; hut further reflection, 
and our experience in leasing the lead mines and 
selling lands upon credit, have brought my mind to 
the conclusion that theie would be great difficulty 
in collecting the rents, and that the relation of 
debtor and creditor between the citizens and Gov­
ernment would he attended with many mischiev­
ous consequences. I therefore recommend that 
instead of retaining the mineral lands under the 
psrraanent control of the Goverriraeut, they be di 
vided into sma'I parcels and sold, under such re­
strictions, as to quantity and time, as will in»ure 
the best price, and guard most effectually against 
combinations of capitalists- to obtain monopolies. 

The annexation of Texas and the acquisition of 
California and New Mexico, have given increased 
importance to our Indian relations. The various 
tribes brought under our jurisdiction by these en­
largement of our boundaries are e.-timated to em-
hrace a population of one hundred and twenty-four 
thousand. 

Texas ar.d New Mexico are surrounded by pow­
erful tribes of Indians, who are a source of con­
stant terror and annoyance to the inhabitants. Se­
parating into small predatory bands, and always 
mounted, they overrun the country, devastating 
farm-;, destroying crops, driving off whole herds ol 
caitl ', and occasionally murdering the inhabitants 
or carrying them into captivity. The great roads 
leading into the country are infested with them, 
whereby travelling is rendered extremely danger­
ous, and immigration is almost entirely arrested 
The Mexican frontier, which, by the llih article 
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, we are bound 
t > protect against the Indians within our border, is 
exposed to these excursions equally with our 
own. The military force stationed in that coun-
11 y (although forming a large proportion of the 
army) is represented as entirely inadequate to our 
own protection and the fulfilment of our treaty sti­
pulations with Mexico. The principal deficiency 
is in cavalry, and I recomm-nd that Congress 
should, at as early a period as practicable, provide 
for the raising of one or m re regiments of mounted 
men. 

For further suggestions on this subject, and 
others connected with our domestic interests, and 
tiie defence of our frontier, 1 refer you to the re­
port of the Secretary of the Interior and of the Sec­
ret »ry of War. 

1 commend also to your favorable consideration 
ti e suggestion contained in the last mentioned re-
p rt, and iu the letter of the General-in-Chief, rela­
tive to ihe establishment of an asylum for the re­
lief of disabled and destitute soldiers. This subject 
appeals to strongly to your sympathies, that it 
would be sujierfluous in ine to say any thing more, 
than barely to express my cordial approbation of 
the proposed object. 

The Navy continues to give protection to oui 
commerce and other national interests in the differ 
ent quarters of the globe, and, with the exception 
ofa single steamer on the Northern Lakes, the ves­
sels in commission are distributed in six dilferent 
squadrons. 

The report of the head of that department will 
exhibit the services of these sqcadrons, and of the 
several vessels employed in each during the past 
year. It is a source of gratification that, while they 
have been constantly prepared for any hostile emer­
gency, they have every where met with the respect 
and courtesy, due as well to the dignity as to the 
peaceful dispositions and just purpeses of the na­
tion. 

The two brigantines accepted by the Govern­
ment from a generous citizen of NewYork, and 
placed under the command of an officer of the Navy, 
to proceed to the Arctic Seas in quest of the Brit­
ish commander, Sir John ranklin, and his com­
panions, in compliance with the act of Congress, 
approved in Mty last, had, when last heard from, 
penetrated into a high Northern latitude ; but the 
success of this noble and humane enterprise is yet 
uncertain. 

I invite your attention to the view of our present 
naval establishment and resources presented in the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, and the sug­
gestions therein made lor its improvement, together 
with the naval policy recommended for the security 
of our Pacific coast, and the protection and exten­
sion of our commerce with Eastern Asia. Our 
facilities for a larger participation iu the trade of 
the Kast, by means of our recent settlements on the 
shores of the Pacific, are too obvious to be over­
looked or disregarded. 

The questions in relation to rank in the Army 
and Navy, and relative rank between officers of the 
two branches of the service, presented to the Exe­
cutive by certain resolutions of the House of Repre­
sentatives, at the last session of Congress, have 
been submitted to a board of officers in each branch 
of the service, and their report may be expected at 
an early day. 

I also earnestly recommend the enactment of a 
law authorizing officers of die Army and Navy to 
he retired from the service, when incompetent for 
its vigorous anil active duties, taking care to make 
suitable provision for those who have faithfully 
served their country, and awarding distinctions, by 
retaining in appropriate commands those who have 
been particularly conspicuous for gallantry and 
good conduct. While it is the obligation of the country 
to mainta n and honor those who, to the exclusion 
of other pursuits, have devoted themselves to its ar­
duous service, this obligation should not be permit­
ted to interfere with the efficiency of the service 
itself. 

I am gratified in being able to state, that the es­
timates of expenditure for the Navy in the ensuing 
year are less, by more than one million of dollars, 
than those of the present, excepting the appropria­
tion which may become necessary for the construc­
tion of a dock on the coaut of the Paaific, proposi­
tions for which are now being considered, and on 
which a special report may be expected early in 
your present session. 

There is an evident justness in the suggestion of 
the same report, that appropriations for the Naval 
service proper should be separated from those for 
fixed and permanent objects, such as building dock^ 
and navy yards, and the fixtures attached ; and from 
the extraordinary objects under the care of the De­
partment which, however important, are not essen­
tially Naval. 

A revision of the code for the government of the 
Navy seems to require the immediate consideration 
of Congress. Its sv»tem of crimes and punish­
ments had undergone no change for half'a century, 
until the last session, though it# defects have been 
often and ably pointed out, and the abolition ol a 
particular species of corporal punishment ; which 
then took place, without providing any substitute, 

The expenditures for the frame period were five 
million» two hnnilred md twelve thonmind nin-
h'jndred and fifty-three dollar, and forty-three cenI. 
—leaving a balance of revenue over expenditure of 
three hundred and forty thousand and eighteen 
dollars and five cents. 

I am happy to find that the fiscal condition of the 
Department is such as to justify the Postmaster 
General in recommending the redaction of on: 
inland letter postage to three cents the single letter 
when prepaid, and five cents when not prepaid. 
He also recommends that the prepaid rale shal! be 
reduced fo two cents whenever the revenue« • f the 
Department, after the reduction, shall exc-ed its 
expenditures by more than five per cent, for two 
consecutive years ; that the postage upon California 
and other letters sent by our ocean steamers sha». 
be much reduced ; and that the rates of postage on 
newspapers, pamphlets, periodicals, and other 
printed matter, shall be modified, and some rednc 
tion thereon made. 

It cannot be doubted that the proposed reductions 
will, for the present, diminish the revenues of the 
department. It is believed that the deficiency, 
after ihe surplus already accumulated shall be ex­
hausted, may be almoat wholly met, either by 
abolishing the existing privileges of sending fr-
matter through the mails, or by paying out of the 
Treasury to the Postoffice Department a sum equiv 
aient to the postage of which it is deprived by suc h 
privileges. The last is supposed to be the préféra 
ble mode, and will, if not entirely, so nearly supply 
that deficiency as to make any further appropriation 
that may be found necessary, so inconsiderable p-
to form no obstacle to the proposed reduction». 

I entertain no doubt of the authority of Concre­
to make appropriations for leading objects in that 
class of public works comprising what are untie Un­
called works of internal improvement. This au­
thority I supple to be derived chiefly from th • 
power of regulating commerce with foreign na­
tions, and among the Slates, and the power of lay­
ing and collecting imposts. Where commerce is ro 
b« cairied on, and imposts collected, there must b*> 
ports and harbors, as well as wharves and c stom 
houses. If ships, laden with valuable cargoes, ap 
proach the shore, or sad along the coast, light 
houses are necessary at suitable points for the pro­
ie« tion of life and prof jrty. Other facilities and 
securities fur commerce and navigation are hardly 
leas important ; and those clauses of the Constitu­
tion, therefore, to which I have referred, have re­
ceived from the origin of the Government a liberal 
and beneficial construction Not only have light­
houses, buoys, and bearons b>en established, and 
floating-lights maintained, but harbors have, been 
cleared and improved, piers constructed, and even 
break-waters for the safety of shipping, and pea-
walls to protect harbors from being filled up and 
rendered useless by the action of the ocean, have 
been erected at very great expense. And this con­
struction of the Constitution appears the more rea­
sonable from the consideration, that if these works, 
of such evident importance and utility, are n<.; to 
be accomplished by Congress, they cannot be ac­
complished at all. By the adoption of the Constifu 
tion the several States voluntarily parted with the 
power of collecting duties of impost in their own 
ports ; and it is not to be expected that they should 
raise money, by internal taxation, direct or indirect, 
for the benefit of that commerce, the revenues de­
rived from which do not, either in whole or in part, 
o into their ow n treasuries. Nordolr ri ive any 
lifference between the power of Conere- ; r. make 

appropriations for objects of this kind on th.'; or an 
and the power to make appropriations for bim ' .lar 
objt-ctson lakes and rivers, w herever they ar.> 1 -ir 
enough to bear on their waters an extensive traffv* 

The magnificent Mississippi and its tributaries, 
and the vast lakes of the North and the North we-', 
appear to me to fall within the exercise of the 
power, as justly and clearly as the ocean and the 
Gulf of Mexico. It is a mistake to regard eipend 
itures judiciously made for these objects a> expend­
itures for local purposes. The position, or site of 
the work, is necessarily local; hut its utility is gen­
eral A ship canal around the falls of St. Mary, of 
less than a mile in length, though local in its con 
struction, would yet be national in its purposes and 
its benefits, as it would remove the only obstruc­
tion to a navigation of more than a thousand 
miles, affecting several States, as well as our com­
mercial relations with Canada. 

luted t 
ing iln 

I- and lhe manure's b-st cal mi- *,as l*ie serv'ce a.state of defectiveness, which 
I't.v.* il • ir nr.niin liv.'i .. * lit- hnMi* calls for prompt correction. I therefore reeoininend 
,Ih of h ne 11 cx^'riaienfrt with su-iahle lhat the whole 8l ,bJect  -be revised without delay, 

. and by t'ie » ollectiou and distribution and such a system established for the enforcement 
of'rare'seeds' and plant.», with instructions »j» to the of di8cipl*ne, *h*11 he al once humane and 
be.-t system of cultivation, tun. I. may be. d..ua to effectual. _ 
promote ilii- great national interest. The accompanying report of the Postmaster Gen-

111 compliance with the act t l Congres» passed eral  P re"entÄ a  satisfactory view of the operations 
on the 231 of May, 1850, providing among and condition of that Department. 
other things, for taking the sevenik* census At the close of the last fiscal year, the lengfc of 
a Superintendent was appointed, am', all other '',e '"'^"d mail routes in the United States (not 
measures adopted which were deemed' necessary embracing the service in Oregon and California) 
to ensure the prompt and faithful r arfbrraauce of was one hundred and seventy-eight thousand si.> 
that duty. The appropriation already made will, hundred and seventy-two miles ; the annual trans 
it is believed, Ihj sufficient to defray the whole ex- portation thereon forty-six million five hundred anc 
peme ol the work ; but further legislation may be twenty-three miles ; and the anuual cost of such 
necessary in regard to the compensation of some of transportation two millions seven hundred and 
lhe Marshals of the Territories. It will also he twenty-six dollars. 
proper to make provision by law, at an early day, for The increase of the annual transportation over 
the publication of such abstracts of the returns as that of the preceding year, was three millions nine 
the public inleret-ls may require. hundred and ninety-seven thousand three hundred 

I he unprecedented growth of our Territories ou and fifty-four miles, and the increa^ in cost was 
the 1 acific in wealth and population, and the con- 1 three hundred and forty-two thousaoa four hundred 
sequent increase of their social and commercial re- • and forty dollars 

So, too, the breakwater at the mouth of the De­
laware is erected, not for the exclusive benefit 
the Stales bordering on the bay and river of that 
name, but for that of the whole coastwise naviga­
tion of the Uni ;d States, and to a considerable ex 
tent, also, of foreign commerce. 

If a »hip be lost on the har at the entrance of a 
Southern port for want of sufficient depth of water, 
ir is very likely to be a Northern ship ; and if a 
steamboat be sunk in any part of the Mississippi, 
011 account of its channel not having been prop »rly 
cleared of obstructions, it may be a boat belonging 
to either of eight or ten Stat-s. I may add, at 
somewhat remarkable, that among all the thirty 
one Stales, there is none that is not, to a gr ater or 
less extent, bounded on the ocean, or the Guif ot 
Mexico, or one of the great lakes, or some naviga­
ble river. 

In fulfilhog our constitutional duties, fellow-citi­
zens, on this subject, as in carrying into effect all 
other powers conferred by the Constitution, we 
should consider ourselves as deliberating and act 
ing for one and the same country, and bear con­
stantly in mind, that our regard and our du;v are 
due, not to a partibular part only, but to the whole. 

1 therefore recommend that appropriations be 
made for completing such works as have been al 
ready begun, and for commencing such others a-
inay seem to the wi«dom of Congress to be of pub­
lic and general importance. 

The difficulties and delays incident io the settle­
ment of private claims by Congress, amount in 
many cases to a denial of justice. There is reason 
to apprehend that many unfortunate creditors of the 
Government have thereby been unavoidably ruined 
Congress has so much business of a public charac­
ter, that it is impossible it should give much atten­
tion to mere private claims, and their accumulation 
is now so great that many claimants must despair 
of ever being able to obtain a hearing. 

It may well be doubted whether Congress, from 
the nature of its organization, is properly constiti: 
ted to decide upon such cases. It is impossible that 
each member should examine the merits of every 
claim on which he is compelled to vote ; and it is 
preposterous to ask a judge to decide a case which 
he has never heard. Such decisions may, and fre 
quently must, do injustice either to the claimant or 
to the Government, and I percive uo better remedy 
for this growing evil than the establishment ot some 
tribunal to adjudicate upon such claims. 

I beg leave, therefore, most respectfully, to re­
commend that provision be made by law for the 
appointment of a commission to settle all private 
claims against the United States; and, as e 
parte hearing must in all contested cases Je very 
unsatisfactory, I also recommend the appointment 
of a Solicitor, whose duty it shall be to represent 
the Government before such commission, and pro­
tect it against all illegal, fraudulent and unjust 
claims, which may be presendted for their adjud 
cation. 

Tli^s District, which has neither voice nor vote 
in your deliberations, looks to you for protection 
and aid, and I commend all its wants to your favor­
able consideration, with a full confidence that you 

tet them not only with justice, but with 
liberality. It should be borne in mind that in this 
city, laid out by Washington, and consecrated by 
his name, is located the Capitol of our nation, the 
emblem ol our U nion and the symbol of our great-

Here also are situated all the public build­
ings necessary for the use of the Government, and 
all these are exempt from taxation. It should be 
the pride of Americans to render this place at 
tractive to the people of the whole Republic, and 
convenient and safe for the transaction of the public 
business and the preservation of the public records 
The Government should, therefore, bear a liberal 
proportion of the burdens of all necessary and use­
ful improvements. And, as nothing could con­
tribute more to the health, comfort, and safety of 
the city, and the security of the public buildings 
and records, than an abundant supply of pure water, 
I respectfully recommend that you make such pro­
visions for obtaining the same as in your wisdom 
you may deem proper. 

The act passed at your last session, making cer­
tain propositions to Texas for settling the disputed 
boundary between that State and the Territory ot 
New Mexico, was, immediately 011 its passage, 
transmitted by express to the Governor ot Texas 
to be laid by him before the General Assembly lor 
its agreemeut thereto. Its receipt was duly a«' 
knowledged, but no official inlormation has yet 
been received of the action of the General As em 
bly thereon ; it may, however, be very soon e \ 
pected, as, by the terms of the propositions sub* 


