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OFFICIAL Jovl“l-
Second

Lyceum llnll Lectures.

On Friday evening, Dr. J. L. Smith delivered the
wighth of his courss of lectures on chemistry, in the
above place. He commenced by recapitulating
what he had on the previous evening said on the
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physical properties of the P 3 an that It
possessed weight, was capable of extension and
compression ; that by means of It sounds were
iranemitted, all of which he had then illusimed.
e then cama to spesk more particularly of i
chemical properties ; showed that it conuisted of
nitrogen and oxygen gases, four-fifths of the for-
1aer 10 one-fifth of the Iatter of thess by vulume ;
-xhibited and explained the usual mades followed
by the chemint when be wishes 1o obtain these in
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Anccdote of General Ripley.

A friend who arrived in this country ia 1532,
with Ietters of intreduction to the late Gen, Ripley,
listened one morning at the breakinat table with
intense interest 1o the following recital of his early
history. He immediately repaired to the room
ansigned him by the Genewal's hospitality, and
committed the narrative to paper,  Wae are permit.
ted to publish from the original in our hands, dated
“‘rplvmb!’ 8, 1892
* bom in Dartmouth, N. i
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ive qualities. He mentioned that the more usual con-
clusion amang chemists was that the wbove grees
existed morely in a mixed state in the atmosphers,
and not s & chemical compound ; that all jts qual-
itien were tha same as that obtained when these are
mised in the raquisita proportions, and are not at
all what would be expected to result weors there &
chemical combination of these in the stmosphers.
He spoke of the more common opinion among
chemists s to the purpose or purjoses which nitro-
gen performed. He had showed them, he said, that
while axygen took an netive part in all rhemtc-l
lhvmge- going on around s, such, for instance, ax
the other namely, nitro-
gen, which formed by far the greater bulk, took no
part whatever ; it did not, he had proved to them,
support combustion ; it was in this respeot neu-
tral; and hence he sid it was inferred that it
ohief use was to render less motive 1he oxygen,
which, without being thus diluted, must have re.
sulted in producing very marked chunges in both
the organic and inorganicWworld from thoss which,
under the present arrangement are foand

Heo next took up the subject of carbon—apoke of
it in the varions forma in which it is found in na-
ture, as charconl, the dismend, black leal, ete.
The immense beds of coal found in different parts
of the world, was chiefly composed of this. He
then wpoke of the combinations which it forms
with the other olements, nad especially of itx com-
binations with oxygen, which he explained and
Hustrated. In connection with this part of his
subject, he explained and, by the use of a disgram,

pointed out the changes which are produced in the

blood by the action of the oxygen of the air in the
lungs of an animal, The whole precess of respi-
ration was shortly and intelligibly dwelt on by him.,

variety of incing and neatly perf d experi-
ments ; which form, to & popular audience, besides
greatly sting in explaining the changes which
it in the object of the lecturer to inform them in, &
never failing source of intellectunl delight, which
they long agnin to renew; and hence one reason
why chemistry in the popular subject which it in,
when properly presanted. It in not, in sbort, so
dry an many of the other sciences are to the unini.

tiated, and therefors, ax & general rule, draws &

grester number to the lectuta room.

mawaron, Felruary 7
After 1h- preseatation of

Sexare.

ote., Mr, Winthrop rose and said that, on Wednes.
day, hie received a certificate of the election of Mr,
Robert Rantool, Jr,, to the seat in the Senate he
nr:uénﬂl It was sent to him by the Secretary ol

the Commonwealth, with a request either to
seat it to Mr, Rantoul or to the Senate. My,

tending that as no seceptance of the office by
Hantoul was ev
to eccupy his seat.

Mr. Davis, of Mass,, offered a resolution that Mr

appeared.

plied, and therefore the vacancy was filled.

was vacant upon the sssembling of the Legisia-
ture of his Stare

agreeing with Mr ‘Rhett; Meanrs. Downs, Brad-
ngfeeu..ﬁ with Mr. Davis, of Mass.

Loat-—yean 22, nays 23,
Aml vm aut ukmg a vote, the Senate adjourned

Hou
the W hul- ou the State of the Union, (Mr, Me.

upon cinimn referred to them.
by G Gongress

board would afford no remedy.

to-morrow at two o'clock.
The House again went into

The lecture throughout was azaply illustrated by a

toul wax not present, and to prevent any uu-’-,.m.
straction of his conduct, he presented the creden.
uaderstanding thereby that hin office was ter.
minated.

Mr. Clay raised the question of privilege, cnn.

dent, Mr. Winthrop was enmlrd

Winthrop was entitled to his seat till Mr. Rantoul

r. Batler contended that the credantinls being
presented, Mr. Rantoul's acceptance must be im.

M:. Rhett offered a resolation, that the term of
» Seaator holding office by Exeentive appointment
A debate ensued, Mesars. Berrion and Borland
by, Walker, Hale, Seward and Underwood

ale moved to. Ily the wb}nel on the table.

—The Houne went into Committee of

aryland, in the chair,) and proceeded to
of the wpecial order—the bill es-
ublulun s & board of three commissioners, to act

Mr. Nelson ndvocated the neceasity of the men.
ware, and showed how little was done for claimants

homas opposed the bill, believing that it
wnuhl lead to fraad and corruption, nnd that the

Mr. Venable advocatsd the bill, and deprecated
the delsy of Congress to give claimanta a fair hear.

iny
‘fll- committes rose, when, on motion of Mr
Burt, a resolution was sdopted to close the debate

mouth of that river, and was nf-ll day's sail from
it. Now that river has pressed oot at that par-
hnln.rhm , fifty or sixty miles. It has made its
channel and it banks thore, leaving & gull upon
each side, That old channel has 1o exiat,
and llm river has changed o & totally different

and there i uul‘m. but & mmall cansl,
.n-tud of the channel of the Nile, at that pha
where the Nile originally flowed.

Well, these things must go on ropidly bere in the
Hn--nnl river; and the greai gueation, the
nu;luy pnﬂ-u in, to determiny how this thing is

be remedind. It isa matter not for Louisans
l!m, vor for uy partioular section alone, but it is
- subject for the refloction of the whole nation, and
much desire that the attention of the nation
-hanﬁ be brought to the sul Anan inhabitant
of the ln-h-m walle am obliged to the
Senator from Louisians {kr Downs) for having
brought before ua this proposition to print and eir-
culate this document, which will give some infor.
mation upon the nbjcql, and ensble men to reflect
upon
PﬂNw.l do not know what can be done b'ﬂ{
thia difficulty in the valley of the Missisnippi.
believe the -&:mpmdu wa make here to Louisiana
in totally inefficient. | haveno idea it will approach
within one-tenth of the amount of the actual cost
which will be necessary to produce (he rewule - [
think the chasnel will have necessarily to be nd
from some point near the mouth of the Red
extending to the Vermillion or Atchafala; h’..
lhu there will have to be a wide one effected by
mbankments, 50 a8 to carry off the surplus water,
hnl yet not deep enough to divert the water from
the channel of river. Some wuch mode must
be adopted, or the great city of New Orlesns muat,
1 have no doubt, in the course of two or three een.
turies, be sacril Now. 1 suppose the acientitic
observations of these engineers, which I have not
looked at, but desire much to see, will be able 10
satisly us as to what can be done, and [ denire that
the public attention may be particularly called to
the subject.

The 1nrq[-—Th depm-wl under which the
iron interest of the whole country is suffering—a
depression which bas ruinously affected other man-
ufacturing interests also has become so serious
to threaten the proapective destruction of that i
portaut branch of industry. The statistics of the
iron business in Pennsy show a p

and sdmirstion of tho ehm'lr of. th dis-

"lud wead the most remote distriot in the United

v(zfn the Pacific—an empite has boenadded tn thia

and noble-looking men in this
how frail the tenure is by which we hold our lives;
evidence of the certainty of death ; and in the

only troe philosopher who, bnhnv-ng the trath of
the poet, in always propared:

whed Representative.
“g‘. 'h-nl few ago [ had the honor of
Mr. Ka: wn the first member alact
lhe wate of Texan, the dintrict I then repre.

tates,  Sir, since that time an empire has arisen

vernment, and is now y
the Senata of the Uni

Jrﬂl

frailty of all human efforts.

Not twenty-four hours since he was bere in our
in the active duties of

legivlation ;
nor wae there a member of this body with
b‘l;'hm prospect for a loog and useful career.

nfman was smong the youn, bor-t. mont nbul.
.
There is no more trite or truer sentiment than

the recent melancholy event is oaly anot

A"ll;‘r 7o Powson ox Suirsoann, —The

Barnstable Patriot suys, & lster has heen received
in that wown from Capt. Wmn. Loring, of bark Gov-
ernor Hinekley, in which he ways that when ten
days out of N«w\'o l.l-n-lun AN Attempt was
made by the cook to mhon
gers on board his bark by introducing some poison-
ous substance into their coffse.  The captain and
mates, the capiain's daughter and two or thres pas-
sengem partook of the coffee, but not in sufficient
qunutities 1o proye fatl 1o any ons of them. ‘They
were ilomedintely taken with vomiting, and re-
mained sick for some tims from iw effcty, bat re-
covered for the most part, befure renching o,

officers und passen-

Ax Exrrrivexr—Professor Grant, 1o whom

Congress appropriated 85000 for experimental pur-
posen, made an experiment with a new Light at New

York on Wednesdsy week. For brilliancy and

clearness it is said to be unsurpassed. It waa dis.
played from the bluff of Staten [sland, at Fort

decline, for which the tanil system now in force
offers no remedy ; nad in referring to Peansylvania
we do not intend to intimate that the iron interest
is & nectional or local one in which this State alone
has coneern. For if there be any brasch of indus.
try connected with manufacturing art which is
particulurly national, that of the iron manufacrare
may be ealled truly so. There in scarcely a State
in the Umonﬁpmbahly not one, in which there are
not depovits of iron ore, with the capabilitios of its
being coaverted into metal, under & proper system
of protection to domestic mdumy

iron ore, and in mines of conl to furnish fuel for
fornnces and forges.  OF the sixty-two counties in
that State, there are forty-five which now contain
iron-works ; and of the seventeen counties in which
there are no iron-works, nine contain an abundance
of iron ore and conl, but having no facilities of get-
ting to market, these resources of natural wealth
remain untouch

There

168813 toun—showing a decrease of 1
or forty-nine per cont in threo years,

not affect our home manufectu

and then, when protection was most n

continues.

onpital invested of over seven miilions and a

amounted to
wu
yrars of 606,574 tons, or thirty-three per cent.

invested cupital of $20,502,076. Sotme thirty thon-

wards of thirteen thousand horses,

the value of farms, grist and saw mi
property, wagons, tools, and the dwell

Iabor employed in them.

ut Pennsylvania in especially rich in mines of

2t .
ferred to by Mr H-mpmn. Intmber of the Hmln
of Hepresentatives from the Pittsbargh district, in
a speech in the House some days ago—theee hun-
dred blast furnaces in Penunylnnm, with an aggre-
gate capital invested of §12,021,576, Fitteen of
these establishments were sold by the Shesif
during the first four months of last year, and other
sales under execation will reduce the number in
biast wtill more. The quantity of iron made in
1847 by the Pennsylvania furnaces amounted to
389,550 tons ; in 1830 the quantity produced was

rﬂ 537 tons,

It in to be noted that the disastrous effect of the
ad valorem system of duties, adopted in 1840, did
iron during the
yrear 1847, by reason of the high prices that iron
commanded iu England under the influence of the
radlway mania then raging st its height.  With the
fall of prices abroad, the home duties on iron fell,

our ports wers thronged with cargoes of the sur-
plus iron of England and Wales. The depression
of our domestic iron interest then began and still

The number of forges and rolling mills in Penn.
sylvania is about two huadred, with an sggre, -rn

dollars. The iron produced by them in luv
7% tons ; in 1549 the production
136,853 tous. Hereisa falling off within two

The total number of iron-works of all kinds in
Pennsylvania is five hundred and four, with an

sand men, und more, are employed in theia when
they nre all in operation ; they also ewiploy up-

In the estimate of capital invested in thess warks
and stiuilar
gt of work.
men near large cities, are excluded, Lenanse,
Allhrmgh belonging to the works, and though their
value ix greatly affected by them, yet they lave o
somne extent an independent value. The value of
the coal lands supplying the works with coal is
also excluded from the sccount ; also the eapital and
men, snd horses employed in mmmg, and trans-
porting the coal to the works, and carryiug the iron
to market; alwo the value of the ore-baoks belong-
ing to farmers in the vicinity of the works, and the

From estimates deeined accurate in the main it
is believed that there nre from eleven to twelve

pkins, and from aboat half-past seven until af-
ter eight o'clock, the rays were thrown on Castle
Gurden, a distance, in & direct line, of cight and &
ball miles, whereby the superiority of the light
over any other, at least on the coast, was clearly

demonstrated. Alfter that time, the light was so

arranged a8 to cast the rays on the lightship, an-

chored about four and a hall miles south-east of

Sandy Hook.

The Mexienn government has mmnrml for the
construction of five revenus schoooars in New York,

The report of the Treasurer of the Washingt

Natonal Mooument P-M -un- that n-m the year

the morinis were 835,100 and w1pend

LTI

A Imluvrm being asked why nne nf hn S
ly the ninth pm al“w- man, beos:

I'm not n(nnl of s hnnl u( cnda o .
1918 tempernros from your sppear.
Anproach," was §

Senor J. 8, Thrasher, editar of the Faro ,!u’ll‘
trial, of Havana, i+ & Maine v‘"""."’p‘“" h, who
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On Suniny week thees pevity young lad
haptived in the udron river in the presence of
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ety of the Tuir commturvs most have I-vn very andent.
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thousand men, not in the pay of the

a motion that the

when
Mr, MoKean, of Ky., spoks in favor of the blll
and, without finishing hin -pc!ch be gave way [m

but d J

mnlmu wn ugvcglu of

which p

and the Houss adjourned.
The Mesal

Rive

course of operation :
STRECH OF MR. RWING.

and wvery natural oan

Wihen n young lady eatches you alone, lays vio- | averflow its banks.

don’t you do it

Wihen n petolant individual politely obwerves to

yoa—" You had better eat me up, hadn't yoa?
don't you do it

Whien a horne kicks you, and you feel n srong

disposition to kick the horse in return, don't
you do it
"lion you are shinning it very expeditiousl

round town, in search of somebody with something
over, who can ansiat yon with = loan, and you sre
u ldmly nuticipated by somebody, who wants to

barrow fram you, don't you do it

R PO yOu, expressing ‘pop" in evory

sisippi, and the protection of that stream, is, [

i itade and i

Y

Should you happen to eatch yoursell whistling | threatens to destroy thewm,

1 A printing office, and the compositors tell you to

whistle louder, don't you do it.

1f on an odd occasion your wife should exclaim
to you—" Now, tumble over the cradle and break

your neck, do ! don'c you do it,
When you have any business to transact with

with him, .lm. t you do it.

Hon ﬂ-rlmd Brodhead, the newly elected Uni- | ay has been the case with other rivers,
in a tanner | the carliost records of history. If Homer and the

at Kitta. | Greeks can be implicitly relied upon in regard 1o
ning, in the weslern part of 10e Btate 5" Disiel | ke govraphy o,‘ y gar miles lang, was taken from the district | represent,
Brodhead, of revolutionary memary, was for  con-

ted States Senator from Pennsylvani
by trade, and served his apprentices|

the whols st

m above. his proce

their country, the island

:;d«ml.le tiwe sommandant at Fort Pit, now Pitta- | coast, and lies fifty or sixty miles from one of th
wg

h PP
On the motion of Mr, Downs to print 5000 copies
of the report on the improvement of this river, Mr.
Ewing, of Ohio, made a few remarks which we
publish, The True Delta has published the report
in full. Its great length excludes it from our
columns. [t is merely o description of the hydro.
graphy of the valley, na is gathered from genera
observation, and an uecoant of the explurations and
careful aurveys intended to be made. It is well
known that the delts s continually encroaching on
the waters of the Gulf, and important chavges in

1 think, Mr. President, if there is any docament
that ought to be printed, for the purpose of informa.

portion of the valley perhaps aearly as much ax the
lower portion, Tt is s matter of great lmponnr-
that the outlet of the Missiswippi river should be in
some way protected from xnund-hon. which are
increasing yearly, and incrensing from very obvions
Some improvemenis
which have been attempted to be mads in the navi-
gation, by cutting off bends in the river, have
tended to increase the flooding of the Lower Mis
wisnippi very much, as, by making the current mare
rapid, a larger and heavier quantity of alluviam has
been carried down and deposited very deeply in
t] the bottom of the stream at its mouth, of course
slevating the surface of the river, and cansing it to

The improvement of the mouth of the Missis

ture 1o say, the greatest work that was ever uml-v.
w | taken my nnn 1 am satisfied thers is nothing l‘hvn

proa P
u‘l know that m n"y country changes ate oon- i
tinually going on near the months of rivers passing Butooiux or Mx. Kaurstan—The death ‘of
through an alluvial country,  The banks continue
0 overflow as the wurfuee of the river rises from
the accumulation of allavial deposits at its mouth ;
and where the country becomes inhabited, and | Morse, Hownrd, and MeLanshun. That of Mr.
bm)dmx- are erectod, and towos built, o that the | Morse will interest many of our readers on Red
t becomes fixed and stationary in elevation, the | River. Mr. Morne rose and said :
mu. constantly tending to rise above that level, In seconding the resolations that have just been

Now, sir, unless some means are taken to remove | word to the eloquent notice which has been taken
the difficulty at the moath of the Misnissippi, the | of his decease by his colleagus. There are reasons
spot oa which New Orleans stands must inevitably, | why the portion of Lovisiana which I have the
in the course of one or two hundred years, become
utterly uninhabitable, and & place where no aity | her voive with that of the Representative of her
can exist atall, The river is conntantly pushing .uln State,
& | its mouth into the Gulfl by pressing forward thin
modern finuncier, and he avke you to go und dine | alluviam. That makes the inclined plane con-
tinually less, and coustantly elovates the body of

Pharos, wh:rh in now connected with the E'ypnn-v

on the iron bus
luwvn-- five persons ax the family of each laborer,
more lllnn two bnndml thousand persons—unearly
tenth of the pop the thus
connected with that great braneh of industry,
To the capital of $30,502.076 invested 1n lands,
buildings and machinery wlone, an equal amount
may be added an necessarily employed n carrying
on and kupmq in order the iron-worke of Pear-
n actual of some
l‘nq millious of dollars in that basiness.
The iron imported into the United States for the
fincal year ending June 30th, 1549, amounted to
319,975 tons; coating $15,658 961 Now it i
fairly estimated that nine-tenths of the value of iron
ready for market couxists of the labor bastowed
upon it In importing iron, then, to the amount of
more than fifieen millions of dollars, we pay nine-
temths of that amount to British or foreign labor,
while to a corresponding extent our own labor is
wnemployed.
This foreign labor, moreover, employed in making
the above named quantity of imported iron, requires
to be sosrained by food, which we who bny the iron
are not permitted to wupply beyond the limited
extent to which the British crop may be deficient.
If the iron were made at home, our own farmers
would huve 1he exclusive privilege of supplying the
manufacturers with the means o? subsistence,
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and manufactures of iron and steel inw the United
States have amounted to upwards of eighteen mil-
lions and n Lalf of dollurs. ~ In connection with this
largo pportution, to which may be added
importations of ather articles, we are called upon to
remember that paymeats have been made to large
extent in stooks and bonds which, exacting interest
at present, will have to be themuelves redeemed by
and by. In other words we are ronning in debt to
Europe, and have slready standing against us ncross
the water some huudnJ and filty millionn of dal.
Inrs of ene kind of scrip or another, snd yet we are
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