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“The m-w.‘ Duel.”
Cratnonns Covwry, Mis., May 5, 1581,
T the Editors of the Crescent !

In the Weekly Crescent of April 19, 1 find, under
the head of ** The Lafi-handed Duel—Aneedote of
Branch T. Archer, of Texas *'—what purporis o be
an sccount of & duel between Dr. B, T. Archer
and “General Crump."” As I know not that Dr.
Arcber will ever see or hear of this fanciful anec-
dote, 1, his near relation, ononot permit it W go

pein

Streot,

Thin case was again eslled up at twelve o'clock,
day, in the Court of Recorder Caldwell. The
accused, Abraham Parker, sppeared somewhat
allected during the proceedings, but heard the evi-
dence with petfeat calmness. The Court was
densely crowded, during the hearing of the case,
nnd every one present appeared to take the most
lively interest in the proceedings, The fallowing

in the evidence given in conclusion of the case :
Napoleon Bomoparte Haller sworn—In cross
examination, ssid—1 sm a printer, nod I follow
that buxiness now. 1 have been in New Or
loana eight years. On the night of the 7th,
it wan nead eleven o'clock, whea | went up
Giravier street. [ knd two friends with me, but
[ don’t know whether | am obliged to tell their
names. One was named Me. Hurd, nod the other
wis pamed Pierce. 1 know the firat well, bot the
other was & stranger to me. [ was onlyintroduced
to bim tbat night. 1 took colfee with them, but |
never was in that hoose before. 1 took the second
oup of coffes on my return, [ did not know any
body in that bouse. | had taken two or three glanses
of ligoor that night. I stayed there the second time
#0 long, because | was talking to the black woman,
and because the two men came in. They both came
into the honse, and one of themn put his arm rovnd
her—that one was Parker. She took a cop of coffee
with me, before this. | did not hear any one speak
to her in the atreet, after she left the room where
Parker was with ber ; bot Parker's friend spoke to
lier as she went out. I did not bear any one go up
the alley way, The bouse has a door in the front,
and & window, nod the counter is about five foet
from the door. At the end of the counter, is
the door leading inte the middle room, through
the partition which divides the colfee-room from it.
I was standing st the eod of the counter, and
could see into the room a few feet, but I could aot
see all that passed, When Parker spoke of his
clothes, she brooght them Ynio the coffee-room,
and threw them down on the chalr. [ am positive
the clothes were thrown on the chair in the coffee-

room. | did not hear the evidence of Suzett in
this euse. | did not hwar the wateh drop; but
when the clothes wern thrown on the ohair, |

loned » rattling noise, Parker's friend was in the
colfee-rootn at that time. | did not see noy ove
pick up a watch case and hand it to Parker's friand
I did not hear Sasett carse the girl, or ask Parker
hiw name. 1 did pot hear Suzett say he would slap
her tace i he was in Parkor's place ; if he had snid
s ut the time she brought the clothes to Parker's
friend in the coffee-room, I should have heard it
1du see Parker strike her on the back of the
neck with his fist, and throw her into the middle

of the toom. 1 suid Parker told the girl that be
bad treated her well, und she ought not to rob him,
She was then in the next room to the colfee-room,
when this was said ; I could see part of her at that
ume; but | could not wee him. | discovered 3u.
tottin the room sfter thin had taken place for the
tirst time. Suzett came from the back roem into
the middle room, and | then was nbout to retire,
as there was likely to be a difficulty, and | then
heard the report of n pistel. | saw Soxzett up to
Puricer when | turned roond, but 1 did not see him
take bold of his arm. Parker had no pistol levelled
at that ime.  After hearing the report of the pistol
| went out of the house, and vaw a watchman
standing at the door. When Suzett appronched
Parker, [ heard some expression, but do not know
what it was. | did not bear that part of the con
versation, between Suzett and Parker, about giv-

ing Parker a chance of ahooting him, or any of the
conversation sworn to by Suzett.  About that time
there was talking.

Recxamined by the Recorder—1 heard Parkor
threaten W shoot ber, or 1o kill her, and I thought
he wud it ina jooulsr manner fo get the money
from her.  Suzett never said anything till he ap-
promched, and then | dirsetly heard the pisol, 1
should not think that mors than ten or fifeen min.
ites elapeed, between the tims Parker and his
frwnd urrived and the firing of the pistal, It was
st nt the eloss of the sffuir that Sugeit came up,
| not have heard, I think, any one pass up
the alley-way, Suzett coold have passed up the
alley way without my knowledgs, He came from
the back room of all.

Henry Waters sworn.—Oun the night of the Tth I
wan at the house No, 211 Geavier street. It was
betweent 12 und 1 o'clock.  Parker was innide. 1
did not wee Suzert thero then. He was ten or il
teen yards from the houss, The woman, Eliza
Phillips, went out to him on the banqueite. 1 did
ot henr what passed between them. 1 saw Suzstt
go into the alley-way, | went into the room to
shiake hands with Parker, and then went out. 1
hward Parker say something to the woman about
bresking his watoh, but this was ssttled amicably,
I remained there two or three minutes, A watche
man eame up, went into the house, spoke to the
black woman and eame out sgain, closing the door,
1 walked to the comer of 8t. John street and then
hened the report of » pistol. 1 mn back and sw
Suzett voma out of the door with a knife in his
hnud, | saked him what had happened, and he
sl that Parker bad shot & woman, 'The knite
Il » blnde five or iz inches long, Suzett was
much excited. The woman was in the mildle
room, and some person was trying to mise the hody
ap. | heard o enll for u knife, and Suzett offered
hin koife, wnich wan open in his hand, to out the

o | Suzstt had the knife open when he
came out of the door, and he did not give it cor
the lnce for hnlf & minute afier. 4 had time 1o go
in wind out of the houss before he gave it

Watchman Jumes Ryan, called by the Recorder
and swirn—1 was conung from Canal street, ou my
way sloug Cireas strser, and heand s ratile sprong.
1 went into Gmvier strest, and saw & crowd round
Eliza Turner's hoose, 1 came up to the waich-
man, who was standing at the door, and 1 asked
bim what was the matter,  He said, “* There s a
whot,” and 1 told him w remain thers,
while 1 went up the alley-way, in search of the
pemson who shot the woman. 1 met the woman
who keeps the houss, Eliza Turner, on the back

gnllery, ] msked her which way the man went.
Nl sl got uver the fence, and 1 then seare hed
all the roome, bat found no ons but thoss who wlept

thare, | then went 10 the front door, and Sugett ran
out ngainst me, and said ho was going for the dog-
e, 1 oould pot find suy one, after searching the
premises, 1 went ino the house, and found o
woman lying dead ; and | then took Suzett into
cimtindy, 10 give information. 1 saw no knifo with
Suzett, but the hr-a of thejdecensed were cul be-
fore | = e

‘roas uumnm!—l did ot henr the pistol fired.
Thin evidenco concluded the care.

The counsel for the prisoner declined to offer
nny evilence in this stage of the prosscution, und
I wia remanded to prison, and the papers sent
w the First Distriet Court.
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flucks of Whita Birds. These are perfectly white,
except the head and tip of the wings, which are
biack., The bill s yellow, duck-shaped ; and the
lege and fret are of the same color. To.ses them
st a distance, one immediately thinks that they
belong o the duck tribe, yet have I been informed
that they are not web.footed. But the pretiest

and 100 traly brave to make a display of conrage.
He never sought & duel with Mr. Otway Crump,
nor with any other person.  He never was wounded
in any doel. He was, in 1826, forced into & duel
with Mr. Otway Crump, whom he bad known
from early childhood, (thelr fathers lived In the
same neighborhood, in Powhattan county, Va.,)
and to whom he had no hostils or unkind feel-
ing, and which dus! Dr. Archer made every enden
vor to sveid,

As an art of justice, 1 will give a brief statement
of all the facts, (10 the best of & frail memory,) as
they were detailed (0 me by Dr. Archer himeelf. 1
will premise that at the tims this duel was fought,
Mr. S8am, Swaon, of Powhatan, was under indict-
ment, on & charge of sssault to kill Colonel James
Clarke, of Powhattan, whoss deughter he had
married, Dr. Archer and Mr. Otway Crump had
married nieces of Col. Clarke—Dr. Aroher, a daugh-
ter of Col. John Clarke, and Mr, Otway Crump a
daughier of Mr. William Clarke, Geeat exertions
had been mads to excita the pablic mind against
Mr. Swann ; and Dr. Archer, who was very popu
Inr in Powhatan, and believed that Swanu had
been greatly outenged, and was not guilty, wished
thiat he shonld have a fnir wial.  Crump, who had
Just returned w Powhattan, from Alabama, whers
he had aequired the reputation of & duellist, was
poor and had & Jargs family, and hin unele, Col.
Jumes Clarke, wan very kind 10 him.  This, it was
supposed, was the real eause of Crump's chall

whom you Hy find perched upon
the fence of some plantation, gazing at passengers-
by, s the Nonpariel. T colors am various, of the
richest how, and often have I desired to have one
in my hands to examine it more minutely, In Lou-
isinna, and in this portion of the State, perhaps,
more than in any other, the ornithologist would
have many opportunities of stodying his favorite
science. Audubon was in this couatry, on Bayou
Sallie. It peerns that one planter bad been much
alarmed at rumors of pimtes coming into these
Inland waters. Youor readers doubtlens know that
Lafitte came into the walers of the lower Bovaf,
I have seen and conversed with one who piloted
him into the Baaf, This person, who now resides
on thin stream, denies the title of pirats, but doss
not object ;o mnch to that of buccaneer. But w
resume. Audubon came In n-u-loop,ud
great waa the consternation.  Doubtless, weapons
were hunted up, nod all preparations made for war
to the death. The feats of the planter wore changed
to joy, and when he knew that the grest natural.
st was hix visitor, he guve him a kindly welcome,
and assisted him in his occapation.

Since 1 wrots, & nice sm<ll steamehip has, by
Judge Baker, been launched npon the bosam
of the Téche, to run between Franklin snd
Last Ieland. It was on it way 10 Fraoklin
while | wae on Ihc Téche, coming down, A
schoooer, wails giver to the wind, majsstically and
beantifully glided past this, the smallest specimen,
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to Dr. Archer o fight him, De, Archer aaked 1o
know the grievance, and nssured Mr. Cromp 1hat
be would make atonement |f he had wronged him,
His reply wan that he had injured him, snd that
was sufficient. Dr. Archer then reminded him
that they wers both poor, and had Inrge familics—
asured him, that in all his misfortunes he had
sympathized ; and again professed his readiness
maka atonement, il informed wherein he had in-
juted him. He still refused the information, and
innisted on the duel. They were at this time slone
in the garden. Dr. Archer eallod to his ottention
the severity of the anti-doelling laws of Vieginia,
and mid, “| koow yoa are armed; [ 100 am
armed— (he, Dr. Archer, had u wmall pistol in his
pantaloon's pocket) —let us fight here, il nothing
but a fight will satisfy you." Cromp replied that
he wax a gentleman, and would fight in the rego-
lar way. They then returned 1o the hotel, (in the
village of Scottaville, Powhattan Court-house,) and
on the way met Cromp’s son, whom Dr. Archer
had not seeu winee ke was a child, Cramp lnteo
doced them, and invited the Doctor to join them in
a drink. He secepted the invitation, and they
drank together as friends. Toanvoid the challenge,
Dr, Archer then repaired (o the jail, and sat with
Mr. Swann, While sitting in juil, through the
window be saw Col. James Clarke take Mr.
Crump anide, and they held an animated conference.
Immediatoly after, Dr. Archer received (rom Mr.
Crump s peremptory challenge.

Thiv chnllengs be nocepted, and, uowilling to
involve any friend in the serious consequences of
o dusl, requestad his nephew, Chastain Saunders,
then only 18 years of age, to act as his second.
They repaired immediately to & thicket of under-
wood, within & fow hundred yands of the Court.
house, (the Court then sitting,) and the prepartion
was made for the fight. Dr. Archer's neplew
wished bim w practios shooting, but he deelined,
though it had been many years since he had fired
o pistol. While loading, Crump looked on with
apparent interest.  Dr. Archer’s second won choice
of pistols, (thers was but one pair,) aud on maling
choice, Crump expressed his preference for the
pistol selected. De. Archer told him to take it
He then conceded him the privilegs of having the
word given by his friend, and then asked him to
fix the disiance, This Inst Crump refused o do,
uyml he hml llreu]y «mmdod »0 much, that he
was g Dr. Archer
stated 10 me lhn if (.ruuw hnﬂ fired the distance
#0 remote ax that he could have hoped to esenpe,
he would not have shot him, Dr. Archer appoint-
ed the ordinary distance of ten paces. When they
wok their stands, Dr. Archer again appealed 0
him not to insist on a fight, and assured him he
would make stonement, if joformed wherein he
bad injured him. Cromp made the same reply.
Dr. Archer then, for the fist time, became exas-
pernted, and wld him,** You have received vour
witges, and you shall sarn them—1 will stioot you
through the heart.” Cromp replied, ** I soppose
you will, if you can.”  He replied, ** Yes, by God,
1 will shootyou through the heart.”” Cramp placed
b left hand on his right side, opposite the henrt—
the riog finger and little finger touching, and the
middle and forefinger also touching, with & space
hetween the middle and ring fingers, This pre-
sented n mark. Dr. Archer fired at coont one,
cutting the middle and ring fingers, but breaking
no bone—and his ball passed through Crump's
beart. Crump's ball grazed the Doctor’s breust,
and carried away part of his flannel underhirt,
Crump sprang forward, and exclaimed, “ 1 am a
dend man ! ™ and fell dend.

Dr. Archer immodiately walked into Court,
and surrendered himeelf. The report of the pis-
tole was heard by the Court.  He was put on trial
and, though Crump's body was displayed
before the public, and his wife and children pres-
ant in violent Inmentation, the jury acquitted
Dr, Archer, without lenving their seats. He then
neked the Court to allow him to make n statement,
and they adjourned 10 the hotel 1o give him an
opporiunity of dolng so. T have heard that Dr,
Archer mid that he believed, if he had gottsn on
hin kniees to Crump, he would have been inexarnble,

1 am the fist counin of Dr. Archer, and reshded
in Mimiswippl at the time of (his duel, 1 am, pos-
wibly, not free from the influences of frkm]-lup and

3 but have end d 10 recall the

facts, u -uund to me, by Dr. Archer himself, and
I have never known Dr. Archer en-
Ricn'n '!‘ Arcuex,

by others.
gaged in any other dual.

Messra. Editors—On a visit 1o your city from
that mont lovely portion of your State, the Attak-
npas country, | have thought a letier from my pen
would not prove unncceptable. To do Justics 10
the above mentioned regions, | should have better
descriptive powers than are mine. However, one
must not hesitate to try, though be fail,

When you last heard from me, the prairies had
but just begun to grow green, and the fowers ev-
orywheee 10 posp from (he grass,  To ride through
those highlands, and ses how beautifully diversi-
fied are the trees of these latier, ocension most
pleasurable emotions, The Flox and the Swest
Williams are numerows, and the Wild Sensitive
Plant creeps upon the earth, and soon will ita
wweet blossoms throw * their fragrance upon the
air.” Then there is & blue fower, called, 1 think,
Fox-glove, of thres petaly, lined with -nn velver
Ata certain time of the day, this is closed, and
ngnin, when the powerful mys of the sun no longer
oppress, it opens.  Then, there ixa vine, that hun
a blus, bell-shaped flower, of great lovelin

in all probability, of any hip in exh

Its course, an it was towing a large raft, was
quite alow.

Colonel Payne has been in Attakupos, lecturing
on the scheme of the New Otleans and Attakspas
Railroad.

He has felt the pulse of the public, and the pa-
tient has taken n fever. Whether this shall be
called the * Railroad epidemic™ or not, is left for
doctors to decide. The only remedy to allay the
feverinh excitement in to make the road. That this
will be done, hardly any one ean doubt, While in
St. Landry Parish, a gentleman informed me that
$130,000 had been wubseribed at Opelousan. The
general understanding appears to be, that St
Mary’s Parish will give $300.000, Lafayette $100,-
000, St. Landry $300,000. As the road is 10 go
only through s portion of St. Martin's Parish, sup-
pose that it will give $120,000, This estimate gives
$520,000, which, [ am confident, is not the smount
which can be raised. Here no ealeulation is made
in reference to other Parishes, and no one can well
doubt that if these above mentioned give $820,000,
the others could raise that sum to $1,000,000. The
land on the Tdche, in Cote Gellée, and beyond
Vermilionville, to Opelousas, is not boggy in rainy
weather, The gwnml in bard at the bottom
of most of the “coulies” and ponds en route—
showing that a firm foundation can be obtaiyed for
the timberand rails. The grading and filling up from
Pattersonviile to Opelousas, would be I|t‘hl in
compatison with that done in comstructing most
ronds,

En route, two miles above Newtown is the Lake
Tassé, alius Spanish Lake, alias Floating Lake—
the latter name being drawn from the fact, that a
great quantity of turd eovers much of the water.
Here shound bar-fish, trout, and varioas other fish
delightful to an epicurean taste. The nojourner from
the Crescent City would here have 1o fish from a
boat, and if he would prepare to recline beneath
some shady oak, on a steep, sloping, grassy spot,
whete Sol's mys would not injure the complexion,
or tan the bands, he ought to get out of the carsat
New Iberia, and go to Lake Simonette, about nine
miles west from this town. This luke derives its
vame from Simon White, abbreviated for sake of
prononciation, Leaving the town, for about five

miles, the traveller would wend his course o'er
prairie land. Far off to the left, lifting its huge
head to the tops of the highest trees, he would be-
hold & barren hill, known as Marsh's Inland.

Ifhe

that, standing on this lofty pinnacle, he can view the
waters of the Gulf. He would then enter a wood,
cross the Tortue Bayou—itsell & good place for
piscatorial occupation. He enters upon a low tract
of land, some portions of which are in fine caltiva-
tion, This continues, until he arrives at the foot of
a hill, Miller’s Island. He might ascend this, and
ere he croms, turn and view the landscape o'er.
Fields, in rich cultivation, producing sugar-cane and
cotton—green isles here and there—fine ranges of
woodlands, leave upon the mind o sense of the ex-
quisitely beantiful.

After his eye had gathered into his mind this
lovely scenery, he might go over the hill. The
Inko bursts upon his view ; the bank on the oppo-
vite wide is quite low, Holding on to the wmall
trees to avoid a speedy plunge into tae water, he
would descend to the water's edge, "und moon be
tossing the fish to the shore. After the regreation of
mind snd body, he then homeward would wend
his way, until again your close houses and labori.
ous scenes would enervate his constitution, and
and sguin he could relax from hin toil, and seek
the cooling retreat of Simonette Lake. He might
prefer to go to Weeks' [aland, on the same range of
woods with Marsh's, take & boat and in s bayou go
to Vermilion Bay, and cateh, not only large fish,
but the plessant Gulf breezes,

Many looms and spinning jinnies are in Attaka-
Some of the stuffs are very fair and darable.
Most of their clothing their owners make. To
purchase linen, calicoes, and other articles of wear,
which they cannot make, they sell their clotha, for
which they easily obtain & market.

I promised to describe some more of the places
in Attakapas, but fearful of treading upon my own
heels, »a | do not remember the contents of my
former lotter, it in best for me to omit such for the
present.

In relation to the town of St. Martinaville, n
place of ‘much beauty, but not generally noted for
the morality of it inhabitants, I would mention u
fact, perhaps, unknown to your readers. This
town, once owned by a Roman Catholic, was by
him given to the Catholic Church. No matter
who may own land estate here, he must, as a con-
dition of the purchase, pay a regular tax to the
Church, This has been told me by several per-
wonn, one of them a Catholio, o I cannot think
that any error exists in the statement. 1 hope you
will hand the following nut to your neighbors of
the Delta to erack. In St Martinaville is a pub-
lic school, taught by a Frenchman, to which
Protestants, ne well as Catholics, send their
children, This gentlemun, not very long since,
required of all the students that they should cross
themselves, and not only this, but that, under pen-
alty of panishment, they should attend the Catho-
lic Chareh every Sunday morning ! 1 & Protest-
ant teacher, in the Public Sohools of the Second
Municipality, wete to tell his stadents that if they
did not attend his Church, on every Sunday morn-
ing, he would punish them, methinks s mighty
hubbub would be created. But my letter must
clase. M E,

1he forist, these prairies affird much that is be-u
tiful and good for meditation. The yariety of birds
I very great. [ need not mention the many kinds
of wild duck, gnd geess in the ponds in winter,
Suffice it to -a’ the eye in delighted to gaze upon
them, Somstimes several hundred are togethar,
One duck, with the white ring round the neck,
which has been domesticated, in admired more
than any others, The Phoasant, or Prairie Hen,

was plantiful here at one time, yet, io all my riding
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