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MR. WEBSTER'S SPEECH
AT BUFFALO.
Borravo, May 2, 1561,

: l‘(r.wlbltn delivered his speech, which he was
invited to nake, this afternoon, in the Park, in the
midst of & rain storm, whiok drenched every person
who wax in attendance, ladies and all, of whom
there were at least one hondred on the platform.
It paured in torrents during the whole time, bat
nothing dannted, Mr. W, continued till he had said
all he wanted o sny. He npoke as follows :

Fellow-citizens of tha city of Buffalo—1 am
vory glad to see you—I meet you with pleasure,
It ix not the first time, fellow-c that | have
been in Buffalo ; and I have alwa; me to it with

lenwure, It 4t distance from my own home,

um thankful that elrcomsiances have enabled me
to be here again, and | regret that untownrd events
deprived we of the pleasure of being here when
your distingoished fellow-citizen, the Presidont of
the United States, came among you, und received
from you, as he deserved, not only  respeetful, but a
cordial welcome. The Preaident of theUnited Staen
has been n resident smong you for more than balf
hin life,  He has 1e r'lenl!Jynu in your State and
national councils. You know him and all his rels-
tiona, both public and private ; and it wonld be by!
taste for me ta say wnythiog of him, except that |
wish to way, with some degres of emph
since my connection with him in the ad
of the Crove: nt of the United St
fally concurred wich him in all his great and lead.
ing messures, from the fact th bave been one of
his council.  Bat | do not wish to letit rest on that
presumption ; | wish 1o declare that the prineiples
of the President are, ax declared in his sonua!
mensage, hin letters, and all documents and opin-
intn which have proceeded from him, or been isvued
by his sathority, in regard to the great question of
the times ; that all thess principles ate my prinei
plen; and if be is wrong in them, | am, [applause,]
aod always will be.  [Applause, ]

Gentlemen, it has bren soggested that it woald
be pleasant and agreeable to the citizens of Buffslo,
and their neighbors in the county of Erie, that |
would state to you my opinions, such as they are,
on the present condition of the country, ity pros-
pocts, its hopes, and ite dangers ; and, fellow-citi-
zens, [ hope to do that this day sad this hour, s
far aw my strength will permit.

Gentlemen, believe me, 1 know where [ am. 1
know to whom | am speaking. [ know for whom
I am speskiog. 1 konw that [ am here in this win-
gularly prosperous and powerful part of the United
States— Western NewYork—and | know the char-

n\:‘(r; of the men who constitute Westorn New
ork.

I know they are wons of liberty, one
that they sucked in liberty with th
s wilk ; inherited it with their blood ; ¢
it In their daily contemplation snd watohfal thought,
I'hey are men of n very singular quality of condie
tion for & million and a bull of people. Thern are
menu wtoond us, and here b e us, who till their
own soil with their own hands ; aod others who
earn their own livelibood by their own Jabor, with

beyond their own industry, and their
pendence, and their own willingness to
bese nre the men who cons!

great an extent, the prople of Weat

Hut the houses, | know, among them.

Education is amony them. They read, and write,

and think. And here are the fair sex—educated,
ined, and intelligent: and hore are men who

history of their couutry, and the laws of
viry, and the iustitations of their country
wa, in wny opimion, lovers of liberty, and they
are yet lavers of Liberty under the constitution of
the country, and who mean to maintain that eoneti-
tution with all their strength, so tielp them God
{Great applawse.] | hope these observations will
satify you that | know where | am, under what
responsibllity 1 speak, nnd before whom | appear ;
and | have no desire that any word | shall wry this
day, shall be withholden from you or your children,
or your neighbors, or the whole world. Becanse |
wpeak wo belore you and before my coantry, and, if
it Is not too selemn to say o, belore God himself,
the great aathor of jostice.

Gentleien, there in but one question in this
eountry now, ar if there be others, the others are
buat wecondary, or so sabordinate, that they are all
abaarbed in that great and leading question ; and
that is neither more nor less than this: that we can
preserve the union of the States, not by coercion—
not by wilimry g by angry "
Hut ean we of this generation, you and I, your
friends nnd my friends, can we a6 preserve the
Union of the United States by the administration
of the powers of the Constitution, ns shall give
content and satisfaction to all who live under it, and
drw us tagether, not by miitary power, but by the
nilken cords of mautual, {nwm-l,plumhtm'tcnon ?
That s the question, avd no other, Gentlemen, |
believe in party distinctions. [ am a party man.
Thete are questions belonging to party, in
which | am concerned, und there are opinions en-
tertained by other parties which I repod
what of that? 11 a house be divided agai
fall, nnd crush everybody in it. We muost
t we maintain the Government over us. We
we that we uphold the Coustitation, and we
must do o withoat regard to party. Now, how
did 1his qaestion arise? The question in forever
ted. I dare say if you know much of or
enarwe of public conduet far the last fon
months, you have heard of my attendiog Union
meetings, and of my fervent demonstrations at
Union meetings. Well, what was the object of
that?  What was the purpose of that 7 The object
and purpope were dewignedly or thoughtiessly mis-

P . 1 had an | to go tow Union
meeting in the county of Waestehiestor ; I could not
ko, bot wrote a letter. Well, some wise man of
the East suid he did not think it was very neces-
sary to hold Union meetings. He did not think
thers were many disanionints about Tarrytown,
And o bere, aod in every part of NewYork, there
s & total misspprebension of the purpose and ob-
jeet of these Union meetings. Every one knows
there in not a county, or u oity, or 8 hamlet, in the
State of NewYork, that is realy to go out of the
Union. There is no man so insane in the whole
State, outside a lunatio sxylum, ax to wish it. But
that is not it.  We all know that every man, and
every hborhood, and all P in the
State of ﬁanwk, ure nttached to the Union, and
have no idea of withdrawing from it, But that is
not the point—that is not the poiat.

The question, fellow.gitizens—and [ pat it to you
now ax the real question—ihe question is, whether
you nnd the reat of the people of the great State of
NewYork, and of all the States, will so administer
to the Constitution—will so enact and maintain
luws (0 preserve that instrament, that you will not
only remain in the Union y lves, bat permit

— - —
theirs; and the Christian religion was theirs, and
thess things constituted them together. The ag-
gressions of the parent State compelled them to
set up for independence. They declared indepen<
dence, und that immortal act, pronounced on the
fourth of July, seventeen hundred and seventy-vix,
made them lndup'udrnl- That was an act of
Union Iéy the United States In Congress assem-
bled. Hut this aot, of itseli, did nothing 1o estab-
lish over them a geoeral goversment. They bad
articles of confederation o curry on the war,
They had » Congress. They had articles of onn.
federation afterwards to prosecuts the war. But
thus far they were indepandent, exch of the other.
They eatered into » simple confederacy, and noth-

or hire & mercennry Heep, that be might say what
o mercennry apostate from liberty Daniel Webster
has become. | Laoghter and cheern.] He koows
bimuelf to be & hypoeri d o falsifier. Bug, gen.
tle I was in public when the propomtion
o annex Teras to the United States was bronght
forward.  You knew the revolution in Texus,
which divided that conntry from Mezico, was in
the year 1835 and 1536, | saw then, aod [ den'y
know that it required any partioulsr forenight, that
itwounld be the very next thing to bring Texas,
which wau designed to be a slaveholding State,
into this Union. [ did mot wait. [ sought an oo-
casion o proclaim my utter aversion to any such

ing more. No State was bound by what it did
not itvelf agree to. That was the state of things,
gentlemen, xt that time, The war went on—vic-
tory perched on the American eagle—our indepen-
dence was acknowledged. The States were then
united together under o mfﬂ.lenc{ of very limited
powers, It could levy no taxes. It coald not en-
force its own decrees, It wan a confederacy, in-
wiead of being a united goverament. Experinnoe
wiowed that this was insufficient and inefficiont.
And therefore, begianing as far back almost as the
clowe of the war, mensures were taken for the for-
mation of the united Government—a Government
in the strict sense of the term—a Grovernment that
could pass laws binding the citizens of all
tho States, und which could enforce those lawn by
Its executive powers, baving them interpreted by n
Judicial power belonging to the Government.
Wiell, geatlemen, thix led to the formation of the
Constitution of the United Staten, and the Consti-
tution was frawmed on the idea of a limited Govern-
ment. It propased to leave, snd did leave, the dif-
ferent institations of the several Sfates to them.
selves. It did not propose eonsolidation. It did
not propose that the Jaws of Virginia ahonld be the
laws of New York, or that the laws of NewYork
should be the laws of M h

E d to resint it with all my
streagth to the last. Now, gentlemen, it is not
for your edification, I am sure, that I now revive
what | have before spoken in the presence of this
assembly, | was in this city in the year 1837,
long betore I left Now York on that excarsion, in
the ocourse of which I went to the South, and
returned here, my friends in New York were kind
enoagh to offer me a poblic dinner as » testimony
of their puble regard for me. [ went out of my
way, on that occasion, for the purpose of showing
what | anticipated in the attempt to asnex Texas
as a slave territory, and said it shoald be o posed
t{ ms to the lust extremity. And in thlu'-
arden, in Muarch, 1837, I made & speech. Well,
there ‘wan the press all mrouud me. The whig
press and the democratic press. Some » com-
meandatorily enough of my speech, but ull Rgreed
that | took paine to step out of my way 1 de.
nounce, in advanee, the annexation of Texan, s
slave territory, o the United States. I said on
that occanion :
" Gentlemen, we all see that by whomsoever
possensed, Texas in likely to be u slaveholding
nd | frankly avow my entire unwilling-
any thing that shall extend the slavery
o‘: the African on this Continent, or add oth

{ prop
only that for certain parposes, and to a cerfain ex-
tent, there should be & united Guvernment, and
that that Government should bave the power
of exceuting it own laws. All the rest wan
left to the several Sta © now come, gentle
men, 1o the very poiot of the case. At that time
slavery existed in the Southern States entailed
upon them in the time of the supremacy of British
Inws over us,  There it wax. 1t was obnoxious to
the Middle States, and disliked ; and honestly and
serivasly dishiked, an the records the country
will show, by the Southern States themselves.
Now, how were they to deal with it 7 Were the
Northern and Middie States to exclode from the
Goverament those States of the South which had
produced u Waskington, 1 Laurens and other dis-
tingiished patriots of that t of the country?

vre they to be excluded from the new Gavern.
ment, because they tolerated the institution of
Slavery! Your fathers and my fathers did not
think so. They did not see that it would be of
the best advantage to the slaves of the Southern
States, to cut off the Sooth frum all connection
with the North, Their views of humanity led to
no soch result, and of course when the Constitation
was framed and established, and ndopted by you
hete in NewYork, and by yoar ancestors in New
Eugland, it contained an express provision of secu-
rity to the persons who lived in the Southern States,
of fugitives who awed them service—that is to
sy, the fogitive from service or labor, should be
restored to his master or owner. Well, that had
been the history of the coantry from its first settles
ment. [t was @ matter of common practice to re-
tarn fogitives, before the Conntitution w
Fugitive slaves from Virginia to Mas
wete testored by the peopie of Massachuse!
that day there was a great system of appreatic
»hip attie North, and many apprentices at the

holding States to the Union. When [
that I nrm!ni alavery an & great moral and polii-
eal evil, L only ased language that has been adopied
by distinguished men, themselves citizens of slave.-
bolding States. 1shall do nothing, therefore to
extend or encour. ge its further extension. We
have slavery already nmongst us, The Constitu-
tion found itamongst us, It sagognized it, und gave
it solemn tees. To the full extent of these
guarantees, we are all bound, in honor, in justice,
and by the C. 1§ the stipul ron.
tained in the Constitution, in favor of slaveholding
States which are already in the Union, ought to be
fulfilled, and, »o far ax depends on me, shall be ful-
filled, in the fulloess of their wpirit, und to the exact.
neas of their letter, Slavery, ws it exists in the
Suntes, in beyond the reach of Congress. [t in the
concern of the Staten themselves. They bhave
never submitted it to Congraes; and Congress has
no right or power over iv. 1 shall concur, there.
fore, in no act, no measure, no mensce no indica-
tion of purpose, which shall ioterfure, or threnten
10 interfere, with the exclosive autharity of the
several States over the subject of wlavery, as it
#xinin within their respective limits. All this ap-
peans to me to be n matter of plain and imperative
daty. Bat when we come to spenk of admitting
new Staten, the subject ysvumes s new and entirely
different aspect. Our righis, and our daties, are
then both dilferent. The free States, and all the
States, are then at liberty to acoept or rejoct. When
it in proposed to bring new members into this po-
litioul partnership, the old members have a right to
say on what terms such partners are to come in,
and what they are 10 bring along with them. In
my opinion, the people of the United Staten will
not consent 1o bring in a new, vastly extensive,
and slavebolding country, large enongh for half a
dozen or dozen States, into the Union. la my
opinion they onlaghx not 1o consent to it”

C 4 wan

North, tal d ge of ¢ and of
wensely g 1o the South, thereby escaped.
clesar, express, and well Llnnl pro-

n in the Constitution of the ecouniry

on the
are

common—that they have been siated a
times | i

but, in these days of perpetusl diseon t
ntation, b te things & thousand
rnough | for there are more than o
nd persons whose eonseier

think, led them to make it a duty to deny, mis
present, falsify and cover up trothe.  Now, hete in
the Coustitution, fellow-citizens, and [ have tken
the pains to transcribe therelrom these words, so
that he who runs may read: * No person held to
wervice or Jabor in one State, under the laws there-
of, escaping into another, shall, in consegaeace of
any law or regul therein, be discharged (rom
such service or libor, but sball be delivered vp on
cluim of the party, to whom sueh service or lab o
may be due.” [« there any mistake about lhlll’

» there any forty shilling attorney here?  No,
will not race my prolession by supposing such
o thing. There in not in or out of an attorney’s

office in the county of Erie, or elsewhere, one who
could raise a doubt, or a particle of a doubr, aboat
the » w of this p of the C 2
He may sct us witnesses do, somotimes, on the
stand, He may wriggle and twist, and say he
can't tell, | huve ween many wach exhibitions in
my time, on the part of witnesses, to faisify, and
betray, snd deny the faith. But there is no man
who can read theso words of the Constitution of
the United States, and say they are not clear and
imperative. ** No person,” the Counstitution says,
“held to mervice or labor in one State, under the
laws thereof, eseaping into another, shall, in con-
sequence of any law or regulation therein, be dis-
eharged from any such service or labor, but shall
be delivered up on the claim of the party to whom
such servico ot labor may be due,”

Why, you are told b( forty conventions in Mas.
sachusetts, in Oblo, in NewYork, in Syracuse, aud
elsewhere, that il & colored man ocame here, he
came as a {reeman ; that in n won seguitur. If he
came as & fugitive [rom labor, the Consti
says heis oot afreeman, and that he
livered up to his owners, who are entitled to his ser-
vice. Now, geatiemen, that is the Constitution of
the United States, Geatlemen, do we, or do we
not, mean to exeoute that part of the stitation
a8 well as the rent of it 7 | suppose there nre be-
foro me here members of Congress. 1 suppose
there are here membern of the State Legislaturn,
or executive officers under the Stste Government.
| woppose there arn jodicial magistrates of New
York, executive officers, apervisor, jus
tices of the peace, and constables, before me, Al
low me to say, geatlemen, that there in nol—that
there cannet be, any one of these officers in this
assemblage, or elsewhere, who has not, according
to the form of his obligation, bound himeell by his
solemn outh, before his God, 1o support the Con-
stitution. ’llhey have taken their caths, on the
Svangelists of Almighty God, or by uplified
the case may be, or by a solemn assever-
ation, ax s the practice in soms cases, But one
and ull of them—there isnot a man who holds, nor
i there any man who can Lold, any office in the
gift of the "United States, or in this State, or in
any other State, who does not becomne bound, by
the solemn obligation of an oath before Giod, that
he will support the Constitution ‘of the United
Staten, ell, is he to tamper with that? Is he
tofalter?  Gontlemen, oar political daties are as
much matters of conseience us any other dutioa—
our saored domestis ties, our most enduaring social
relations, are no more the subject for conscientions

1! und couscien fisch than the

o brethren to remain in it, and carry it on?
That in the question,
necess

Will you concar in measares
to maintain the Union ? or will you op-
measaren 2 That is the whole poiat of
e case.  You have thirty or forty mewmbers of
Congress from NewYork— have your propor.
tion 10 the United Staten Senate.  We have many
members of Cong from New England. Well,
y maintain the laws that are passed for the ad-
ministration of the*Constitution, and respoot the
rights of the South, %o that the Union may be hold
together ; and not anly that we may not go out of
it varselves, which we are not inclined to do, but
that by aseertnining and maintaining the rights of
athery, they may slso remsin in the Union, Now,
gontlemen, permit me to say that | speak of no
concesnions. If the South wish noy concession
from me, they won't get it; not & hair's breadth of
it, If they come to my house for it, they will not
find itif they do. I concede nothing. Bat I say
that 1 will maintain for them, ns I will maintain for
you, to the utmost of my power, nad in the face of
ull dunger, their rights under the Constitation, and
your rights under the Constitation, [Cries of
* Good, good,” ete.) And God forsake me and
wmy ohildren, if [ ever be found to falter in cne or
the other, [Tremendous applause.]

[t in obviaus 1o every one, and we all know it,
that the origin of the great disturbance which agi-
tates the country, is the e mee of slavery in
some of the States; but we meet it ; we must
consider it; we must deal with it, earnestly, hoo-
eatly, and jusdy,  From the moath of the 8t.Jobns
to the contines of Florida, there exinted in the year
of grace seventeen bundred and seventy-five, thir-
teen colonies, of English arigin, planted, at differ-
ent times, and coming from diffvrent parts of Eng-
land, bringing with them various habits, and es-
tablishing, each for itself, institutions entirely
varient from the institutions which they loft. Bat
they were of English origin. The English lan-
guago was their ; Shakspeare sad Milton were

duties we enter into under the Consiitution of the
United Sutes. The bonds of political brother.
hood wre the bonds which hold us together from
Maine to Georgia. Now, gentlemen, that w the
main story of the Constitution of the United States
on the guestion of slavery Gentlemen, | contend,
und have always d, that after the adopti

of the Constitation, any measure of the Govern-
ment caloniated to bring alave territory into the
United States, was beyond the power of the O
stitution, and againet its provisions, That
opinion, and it hus 3)ways been my opinion. It was
very counistent, or thooght to be o, for the same
purpose, in Jeflcraon’s time, to aitach Louisiana to
the United States. A treaty with France was
made for that purpose. But Jeferson’s opinion at
that moment was, that an alteration of the Con
tution was necessary to enable it o be done
conxidering what I will not now repeat, that opin-
ion wax abandoned, and Louisianas was admitted
by law, without any provision or alteration in the
Constisution. At ‘that time, I was ton young to
hold any office, or take any share in the political
aflairs of the conntry, Lovisians was admitted as
u slave State, and became eatitled o her represen-
tation in Congress on the principle of a mixed ba-
sin.  Florida waw afterwards admitted, Then, 100,
| was out of Congress ; | had been in it once ; but
[ hnd nathing to do with the Florida tvaty of the
admission of Florida.

My opinion remains unchanged, that it waw not
in the eriginal seope or design of the Constitution to
admit new States out of foreign territory, and that
for one, [ never would conset, nod no matter what
may be suid at the Syincase Conw ation, or any
other assemblage of insane persons, [ never would
copnent that there should be one foot of slave ter-
ritory beyond what the old Thirteen States had at
the time of the formation of the Union, Never
never! The man can't show his face to me and
say ho ean prove that [ ever doparted from that

doctrine, He would sncak awsy, and slink awsy,

1 3 Cangress did con-
went tothe bringing in of Texan, They did con.
went, and [ wan & false prophet. Your own State
consented, and the majority of the Representatives
of New York consented. 1 went into Tess
before the final consummation of the deed, and
there | fought, ho.ding up both my lmnds, and pro-
claiming, with a voice stronger than it now ix,

ngainst the whole of it. But you will have it so,
and you did have i

tell the teuth, whether it -hm’—
[Lavghter |  Persons who have high ux
lovers of liberty—as eminent lovers of the Wilmot
Proviso—as eminent free soil men, and who have
mounted over our heuds, and trodden us down, as if
y nre the men that brought
country. That is the trath, the
whole trath, and nothing bot the troth; and [
declare it before you, and in the presence of my
Gud, that it was wo. Look to the journals, With.
out the consent of New York, Texas would not
have come into the Unjon, under either of the
original resolutiona or afterwards. But New York
voted for the measure. The two Sen
New York voted for it, and turned the qu
you may thank them for the glory, the rei
the happiness of having five or wlave States
added to the Union. runn seasation.] Don't
blame me for it Let them answer who did the
deed, and who are now proclaiming liberty, and
vwing it for bumbug and trading purposes.

Gentlesmen, who aided in bringing in Texas?
It was all fairly told to you. You tad Moses and
the prophiets, [langhter,] but if one had risen from
the dead, such was your devotion to that policy, at
that time, that you would not have hnnnrhnm. or
listened to him for & moment. Well, all that |
complain of is, that, with the blessing of God, |
will not now, or biereaflter, before the country or the
world, consent to be numbered among those who
introduced new aluve power into the Union. [did
all in my power to preventit, [Applause ]

And ngain, gentlemen, the Mexican war broke
t ory was nequaired, and the
3 , much as [ disliked the war,
ace more, becauss it brought in
these territories.  That territory was unkoown, 1
did not know what it mupht be, he plan came
from the South. 1 keew that certain Southern
genth winhed the of Cal and
New Mexico, and Utab, as & means of extending
wlave authority aod slave population. 1 did not fall
into their idea much, but seeing a quarrel, as | con-
oeived ; wering how much it would distract the
Union, | agninst the peace with Mexico, |
voted ug the aequisition. [ wanied none of
ber territory, California, New Mexico, nor Utah.
They were rather ulten American. They were far
from us, and [ saw that they might lead to & politi-
cal distorbance, and | voted ngainst them all—
ngniust the treaty aud againat the peace, and I am
glad of it.  Seeing that it would be na occasion ol
dispute ; that by the controversy the whole Union
wonld be agitated, Measrs, Berrien, Badger, and
other respectuble und distingnished mon of the
South, voted ayninst the acqaisition, and the treaty
which sconred it ; and if the men of the North had
voted the same way, we would bave been spared
all the difficulties that have grown oot of it.  [Ap-
planse.]  Now, there is no sort of doub |, gentlemen,
that there were some persons in the South, who
supposed that California, if it came in at all, would
come in an a slave State.  You know the extraar.
dinary events that arose thers. You know thet
Calif roin received a rosh from the Northern peo-
e, and that an African slave could no more live
there than he could on the top of Mount Heola
OF necensity, it became a fies State, and that no
doubt was & source of muach disappointment to the
Saouth. And then there was New Mexico and
U what was to be done with thuw? Why,
en, from the best investigation | have given
the subject, and the reflection [ have devoted 1o it,

Y K"

excitsment of the public mind.
things went on st 5';. commeacement of the year
1850. There were 1Wo great questions befoes the
public. Ther was the question *f the Tersn
roundary, and of a government for Utah and New
Mexico, which I consider s ona Guestion ; and
there was the question of making & Provision for
the restoration of fugitive slaves.  Geutlemsn, on
thesa subjects | have somathing (o ssy. Texas, ay
you know, estabiished her indepand-nos 200
by her revolution nod the bsnle of Ban Jacinta,
which made her a sovareign power. | have already
winted 10 you what T had snticipsted, from the move-
ment, that she would ask 1o come into the Union
aen slave Siate. We admitied her lo 1845, and
wa admitted her ax o alave Site.  We admitied
her in 1845, and we sdmiited ber with her own
oy e oy vty Lo
oew: nll it 1o which was e y cal
Low Mexico, M:HM Rio Grande. She claimed
alvo by thewe limite what her constitation had de-
clared and ewtablished as the proper limim of Texas,
This was ber claim, and when she was ndmited
into the United States, the United States did not
define her tarritory, They admitted ber ne she
was,  We took her as she defined het own limits,
and with the power of making three additional
slave Statew.  Lany “ we,” bat I did ot alwa:
remember that.  Now, in this stste of things, fet
un g0 haek to 1850, What was the sate of thinge
in 18507 There was Texun cluiming all that, ora
grent part of thar which the United Statés had se-
quired from Mexion, s New Mexico. She siated
that it belonged 10 her by conquest and by her ad-
wmisrion into the Unitvd Siat-w, whe was read
o enf.ree her claime by the foree of Arme.  Recol-
Jeet that fs pot wll. A ‘man must be e 3 of the
histary of the country who does not
the com'nencemant of 1850, there was agi-
ation throughout the whol= South.  Who dosw not
know that wix or seven of the largest States of the
South had already 1mken mesaures for sparation—
ware preparing for disunion in some way ! They
concurred with Tezas, for Texas was prepated, or
preparing, to enforce her rights by foree of arme,
Troops were enlisted, and don't you remember,
gentlema, that Kt this wate of things, how many
thousand persons in th vh were disaflsoted 10-
wards the Union, or were desirous for breaking it
up, Or ware ¥ 10 join Texas—to join her ranks
and see wh v could make in s War to establinh
the rights of T'exan 10 New Mexico? The public
mind was distarbed.  Thers were thotsands and
thousnnds ready to join Texas. Now, ail the +x
teeme South ai this time wos dienflected wwards
the Union, These very men were i & condition
10 fall Into any eourse of things that should be vie
lent and desiry
war 10 be do
onrned 1 Allow me to sy, genilemen, there ate
two sorts of foresight.  There In a militry fore
, Which seen what will be the result of & due
penl 1o arma; and there in ulso 8 statesman-like
foremight, which looks not at the result of bastles
and carnage, but throogh the resulis of political
distuchances, the viclence of faction earried ino
mm'my operniions, and the borrors stiendant on
il
I ne had n doobt, gentlemen, that if the ad-
minkimtion of General lor had gone to war,
and had sent troops into New Mexico, that he
wauld have whipped them ina week, The power
on une wide was far superior 10 all the power un
the other. But what then? What if Twxan
troops, nesisted by thousande of voluntesm from
he dissffeoted Stares, had pone 0 New Mexico,
and hmd been defeated and turned back, would
that have setted the boundary question? Now,
gentlemen, 1 wish 1 had ten thousand voices—I
wish 1 cou'd draw around me the whole people of
the United States—and [ wish 1 could make them
all henr what T now deelare in my own conncience,
hefore the Power who xits on high, and who will
Jurgs you and me hereafter, as my solemn belief,
that il this Texas contruversy had not been seitied
by Congress in the manner called the adjus

" Gentlemen, these |

~r——

men and patriotic men—that you ought, to'the
extent of your abiflity and infloence, to see to it
that sach laws are established and maimtained as
shall keep you and the South, and the West, snd
nlllhnm-u’ together, ‘as far ax it in just and
right, and as far as the Constitution demands. 1

ve
public. My character in known—iny life is before
m-oon?‘ 1 profess to love liberty as much as
any wan living. But lhsze- ta love Awmericen
liberty, that Lberty which is secured to the soun-
try by the Constitotion under which we fivn | and
1 bave no great opinion of that liberty which goes
over the restraints of law or of the Coastitution.
1 hold the Constitution of the United Btates to be
the bulwark, the only bu'wark, of sur Liberties, and
our national charter. 1 don’t mean that you vhodld
become slaves under the €matitution. "Fhst s not
American liberty. That is not the liberty of the
Union for which our fathers fought—that liberty
which has given usa right to be known sod respect-
ed all over the world now.
G- nilemean, let me suy 10 yoo, that, as much &
N o a1 i o e yous good
w g mitich as 1 wish 10
hereafter in
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nion—if you would ever me

m conneetion with public lif, let me tell you
now, that you most not expeet from me the alight-
et varintion, even of n hair's breadih, from the
Constitution of |I:«l })nnd"su: ICnl-':'(
* good, gond, good "] | am a Nurthern man.

brn &t the North—edocnied a1 the Nurth—hive
lived ull my duyest the North, I know five hundred
Northern men 10 ons Southern man. My symps-
thiss—all my sympathics—my love of liberty for
all mankind, of every color, are the same as yours.

My sffection and bo uunlmp-cv?vum
ty) luhl;n"lnmlll men (me—all

actly ke yours.
men | . | have no ascciations out of the
Northern States. My people are your prople. And

t [am 10ld sometimes that [ am not a liberty man,

cause [am not a fres-soil man. J&m
What am I What was T ever! hat shall 1
be hereafier, if | would snerifice, for any consider-
ation, that love of Ameriean liberty which hes
glowed ig my breast since my Infancy, and
which, [ hope, will never leave me till T expire?
[Appliuse ] .

Gentlemen, 1 regret extremely that slavery exiss
in the Bouthern Siates, and (hat Congress haa not
power to Aot upon it Bat it may be in the dwpen
watin of Providence soms reme-dy may be found
forit. But, in the meantime, I hold on to the
Constitation of the United Siates, and you need
never expeet from me, under mny CIICUmAANOeS,
that I shall inlter from it; that | shall be other-
wise than frank and decisive. T would not pan
with my characier, as 8 man of firmness and deci-
wion, and hogor, and prineiple, foe all that the world
hedda You will find me trus o the Nurth, becnuse
#ll my sympathiss are with the North, l( affee-
tonw, my cmldnn my hopes, my svery thing, are
with the North, bnl. when I stand up befure my
contiry, as one appointed w0 ndmnister the Con-
stitation of the coaniry, by the blessing of God, 1
will be jost,  [Great npplause ]

Gendemen, | expect 10 be Ihelled and abosed.
Yeu, libetled and abused. But it don’t disturb me,
1 have not lost u night's sleep for n great many
yeurs. 1 have some talent for sleeping.  [Laugh-
ter.] And why should we oot expect 10 he |-
belied T Iu not the Conetitution the United
Sintes libelled and abused ! Don't some people
enllit the production of hell ! 1s nut Washington
libelled and abused ? ls he not ealled & blood-
hound on the track of the African negro! Are
not our fathers libelled and sbused by their own
children?  And angrateful ehildren they are—and
1am airaid, in some cases, their mothers played
false, [Laughter.] How theu sball | escapel |
don’t expect w0 3 but, knowing these trings,
llqpul- no bad motives 10 any one. The

nk
mensares, oivil war woald have i—blood,
American blood, would have been shed ; and who
ean tell what would have been ibe conme-
quence ! Gentlemen, in an war, -
foreign fos invade va—if our righe were threat-
eood—if it were necesmary to defend them by
srms—I am not afraid of blood.  And if I am 1o
A N ] connected wiel
me who are young, snd witling m defond their
countey to the lust drop of their blond, [Senws-
tion.] But 1 eannot express the horeor | feel at the
shiedding of blood in a controversy betwesn one of
these Sintes and the Government of the United
St beesuse | see (0 ity in the right of Heaven,
u disruption of nll thoee ties that make us & great
and a linppy people.
ntleman, that was the great guestion, the lead-
ing question, st the commencement of the year
1850, Then there was the other, and that was the
mauer of the Fogitive Slave L me say N
word about that,  Under the provisions of the Con-
stirutiun, in General Washington®s administration,
in the year, 1793, there wan pamed n law for the
restoration of fugitive slaves, by general oomsent.
No one opposed it at that period ; it wan thooght
10 be necessary, 1o carry the Coowimtion into «f
fret. The great men of New England and New
York all convurred init. It passed, and answered
ull the purpses expecied from
1841 or 1842, when the Stutes
enactments in oppasition 1o it
gress said that State mugistrates might execute the
uuties of the law ; some of the States pased pennl
ensctments, lnvolving & penalty on atly who sxer-
rised such authority under the law ; o of them
denied the use of their jails 10 enrry the law into
eff:ct ; and generally, st the commencement of the
enr 1850, 1t was absolutely—I say it was abso-
ately—indispensable that Congress should pass
some Iaw for the execution of thus provision of the
Constitution, or elee give up thut institution en-
tirely. That was the question.
1 was in Congress when the law was proposed.
I was for a proper law ; 1 had, indeed, proposed &
different Inw, I wan of opinion that & summary
teinl by u jury might be had, which shoald satisly
the prejudices of the people ; bul T Left the Seants,
and weot 10 auothor station befors the law was
A e law of 1850 pused. Now, I vo-
dertake, “as .n lawyer, and on my profes
sional character, 10 say to you aod to all,
that the law of 1850 i decidedly more favomabls 1o
the fugitve than General Washingtou's law of
1793, nod 1 tell you why, In the first plare, the
present law places the power in ouch higher
w—independent of Judges of the Supreme and
it Courts and Distriet Conrts, and Commis-
iers who nee appointed 1o office for their law
learoing,  Evory fugitive is brought before a tric
buual of high charoer, of eminent nbility, of re
sprctabln siation,  Well, then. in the firt place,
when n clalmant comes froen Virginia o New York
0wy that one A ot one B hne man away, or is &
fagrtive from service or lubor, he brings with bim a
record of the eounty from whioh be comes, and
that record must be sworn 10 befure & magisimie,
and certifi<d by the county elerk as 1o it correct-
news,  The nffidavit must siate that A or B (as the
case may be) had departed under such snd such
circumstances, and had come here; aod that re-
ourd, under senl, is, by the Constitution of the
Inited Statew, entitled 1o full oredit in every other
Suse. Well, the claimant or his sgent comes
hers, and he presents (0 you the seal of the courts
ol Virginla, that A or B had escnped from service.
He most peove that be is hers, He briogs 8 wit-
i and wekn if this is the man, nod be proves it
orin wn cases out of eleven, the unswer woald
be, * Yew, massa, | i your slave ; [ did escape
from your service,”  Such ba the present law § aumd
wi much upposed and maligned as it b, It s & wore
favorubis law 1o the fugitive than the law of
Wask: ", of 1993, whio b crented no disturb-

L was of the oplnion that the mountaivs of New
Mexioo and Utah conld no more sustain American
slavery than the snows of Casade. | saw it was
impossible, [ thonght so then, and [ think so now.
‘I berefore, gentemen, when it was proposed in
Congress to upply the Witmot Proviso 10 New
Mexico and Guh. it appeared to me fust as
absurd as to apply it herein Wes New York.
saw that the voow hills, the eternel mooniaing, and
the climate of those countries, would never support
slavery, o man could carry a slave there with
any expectation of profit. 1t could not be done;
and un the South thought it was ircitating and dis.
respectful, | wan not willing to do it; and, there-
fore, | maw no eceasion for applying the Wilmot
Provino 1o New Mexico or Umh. | voted acoord
ingly, and who doubts it now? The law admit-
ting those territories passed without any proviso.
In there n slave, or is it likely there will be one
there? Why, there in not & man in the United
States no stupid as not to see at this moment, that
wock & thing was wholly unnecessary, and that it
was only,calculated to irritate und otfend. Aod [
am not one who in disposed to creals irritation, or
wive offenice 1o our brothers, or to brank up {rater-
nal friondahip, without cause, | question was
open whether -hng should or should not go to
New Mexico or Utah, There in no alavery,
There ix not the shining face of sa African there.
It in utterly impracticable, and ul id o
suppose it, and no one who does not mean to agi-
tate, will urge it.

Well, gentlemen, wo baye a race of agitators all
over the country—soma connected with Ihm
some, | am 0 say, connected with the lear
mn'"rl., agitatemthsir livelibood -

con:
wista in ing—iheir freehold, thelr eopyhold,
their umm all and in all, depends on the

ance b ihe time it was passed, and which wos
muetioned by the Noah s waell us by the South,
Bat this oppostiion is & sentiment of wodarn times

From whom does this clanor come! Why, look
Al the proesadings of the Anti-slavery Conventions
—look at their resoluuons, Do you find wmong
il thase persine who oppose this Fugitive Slave

Law nuy ndmission whitsver that any law ought
10 be passed W carry into effect the solemn stipuis-
tions of the Constitution 1 1'ell me any such case.
Tell me if any resoiution was passed by the con-

vention a1 Syracuse favoring the oserying out of
whe Constitution ! Not mnﬂ.

The fact is, gentiomen, they oppose the whole—
they oppase the whole! ' Not a man of them ad-
mits that there ooghit to be aoy law on the sub-
jeet. They deny aitagether that the provisions of
the Covatitution ought to be carried into effect.
_Well. what do they say ?  Look at the proceed-
n".l of the Anti-Slavery conventions in Obio,
N h and at Sy i the State of
New York, What do they say I—that, a0 help
them God, no culored man shall be sent from the
Suate of New York, back to hiy mester in Virginia !
Don's they say that d for the falfillment of
that, they pledge thei iven, their fortuues and
their sucred honor. [Luughter] Their sacred
hon [Livughter] They pledged their sacred
hopor to vinlate the [aws of their country—they
ple ged their saecred honorto resist their execution—
they pledged their sacred hotor to commit treason
against the laws of (heir coumtry ! help them,
nad help them who pledge their sacred hosor in
such a cause ! [Applause.)

L buve already stated, gontlemen, what your ob-
servation of this must have been. 1 will only re-

cur 1o it for & moment for the purpose of porsuad.
ing you, as public mea and private inen—as good

of the last Congress are laws,
many respeciable men, Represenustives from your
] lden‘l‘la:p'-l bad

n. any

roady 10 believe they nre Americans
may not have thought them necessary ; they may
tiave thought thess laws would be passed without
Ahuir conmurrmoen. Lot wll that piss away, It
they are now men who will siand by wha
done, and stand up for their conotry, -ndy—y tha
these lawn wern by a mujority of the whole
country, and we must stand by them nnd live by
them, | will reapoet them all as frivnde, Now, gen-
tsmen, allow me to wk of you 1o-day, what do
you thitk would have been the condition of the
country, at thin Ume, in your io-l’::m, il these
Iaws had not been pansed by 1he Congress
1 the quoestion of the Texas houndary had not

nees of Publin Equares, eie., three handred
ninety-eight dollam and seventy-five
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eighty-three dotlers as
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Geurgs Sherlork, foe reparing roos of Eo-
forty-two seventy cents.

'iTn Uriah’ Sadier, for the

To ). W. Yuung,

the Sixih Ward Polls, thiny dullarme.
L. Walion, for felmatiments furnished at the
Seventh Ward Pulls, thiny dollar.

To Howse keeper of lL&uwi Fire Company
No. l.‘l:; d—nﬁ hq" Eogiue-houss afier election for
Coumi , five dol .
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Tol H. Dnmm.h’ for removing dead animals,
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No. 3208,

nishy
widewalks ns muy be
one year from the conimet, at the
mie of sleven and & half cent per running foot
The work to be dove, aud the made
ngreenhly 10 the terms of
Pamed May 27, 1851 J. H.
Avproved S.-a. (Lo A.D
No. 3297,
Resoloed, That the Surveyor be, and be is
hereby, nuthorized 10 contenct with Parrick Wi
an principal, aud G. Johnwon and P. O. Shaugh-
Tiesny A secorites, for cleaning the p ved and un-
paved streets, dyches and marke:

District, comprised within the {5

Betwesn the River, norh side of Exel

and in sirots, the rear of the

n::‘d enitre of rdmz.lmul. I'::l:. A

Al w reven Yy ‘chruary,
1653, i the a0 of four shouwaial thive

e of
nud y dollam
done, he
with the terms n
Pased May 97,
Awm-“h

per annum, ‘The work 10 be
a be , \n aceordance
conditinne nf the sneeifiey
me J W CALDW
MWL AD, LR
No. 3294,
Resolond, That the Surveyor be, and bhe is
hereby, auihorized 10 conteset with Thos, Daily ae
principal, and D Cronsn and Joo. King ns weeuri-
ties, for opening out the guiter deaips of Jackson,
Palmyrm, Banks, Common, Gravier, Pecdido, Poy-
druy, Cypress, Mirul and "nnn ntreets, o the Sev-
enth Ward, atihe rate of thres cenis per running
foot. «k 10 be dote, nud paym-nts made,
;.Mnub!y 10 the terms and conditivns of the speoi

1his country nuw men of Ede county, y
owen of New York, [eonjure you 1o g0 homs 1o-
night and meditate on this subj ci!  What would
have been th 1o of thin country, now, 8t this
moment, if thess lawa not heen !
have given my opinion that wa should L ave had o
oivil war, 1 reler it 10 you, thersfure, for your con.
sidemtion, Meduate on it; do uot be earried
away by any notlons oe idees of metaphysios ; shink

onlly on the great qoesion of what would
have been the condition of the United Siatos at
thix moment, if we had not settled these agitating
questions, 1 bave siated \iat, in my oplaion, there
wonld lmve been civil war,

Gentlemen, will you allow me for & moment to
advert to myself. | have been a long time in pub.
lie life; of course, not many yrars remain to we.
At the commencement o 1850, | saw somethiog

of the condition of the eous 'y, and 1 thought the
inevitahl cor oence wonld be cilvil war, [ saw
danger in le Utihand New Mexico without
any gover a prey to the power of Te 1

saw this condition of thinge arming from ihe inter-
ference of some of the Staten in defeating wome of
the operations ol the Coastitution in respeot to the
restoration of fogitive slaves,—snd, gentlemen, |
made up my mind to encounter whaiever migh be-
tide me, and allow me 10 say something which was
not entirely unexpeoted. A member of the House
of Representatives told me that he ' ad made a list
of 140 speeches which had been made in Congress
on the slavery question. * That is u wery Jarge
number, my friend,” | said, “but how is that?'
“ Why,” waid he, **a Northern man gets up and
wpeaks with conniderable power and trenzy, until
the Speaker's hammer knocks bim down ; then gews
up n Southern man, and be speaks with more
warmth, He is nearer the line, and he comes out
against the North, He speaks his hour nnd stops ;
nud so it has gooe on unul | have got 140 speechen
on my bet.”  Well,” auid 1, “ where are they 1"
“ 11 the speaker,” said he, * was o Northern mun,
he held forth agaioet elavery ; and if he was from
the Soath, he abused the North; and ull those
npeeches were sont by the members to their own
localities, where they were the cause of the local

irritation which exited o . 1o this way
the other side of the question was not heard—that
in the way of it.” 1 thought that in this state of

things, quiet was necessary.
that | was indifferent (o the danger. 1
Mussachuse N

been meitled, Now Mexico and Uwb bad been left May ¥,1851. 1. H. €. LDSWELL, Preiient.
) dur”ll placs o - Awm-‘}u-l.lﬂl _A_E.% « Mayor.
vided for the: No. 3199,

which Siaw Resolved, That the “ e sl Do W
in the restoration of fugitives, had nut been set- H f

ted ! Task what would have been the state of heruby, suchoriaed ¥ contmed with 4. M. Forgey

as priscipal, and Henry Bier an scurity, for fur
nishing all the material, nod paving with the best
rottad stones, Polymnia wireet, beiween Prytania
and Coliseum streets, at the mie of ooe dullar and
wighty-five ccom per square yard. The work 10 be
dotre, und payments auade, 10 aoeordence with the
terme and cunditions of ths specificationa.

Resaleed "hat the two-thirda uf the cust of said
pnv*». shall be paid by the properiy holders un
eae
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the Surveyor be, and he in hereby, i

have the same done at the ex; of waid
.l.”‘ Wi

No. 3312,
Resolved, That all the okt officers of this Musni-
cipality, who have been re-elccwd, be, and are
bereby. tequired 1o renew their
Passed May 21,
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mide of mid steeet, oo the pl of the
work ; the remalning ene-third 10 be paid by the
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Rasctoed, That Amd Blanchard, the

. G, v L
Fus®Datriet Surveyor, be, and he l'- here by, nu-
1hunzed 10 met sa Surveyor for the Fimt uJ Sec-
ond Ditricts,

Pamed Hn} 7,151 40, OA!.W

Appeoved Jue 8, 1651, A. D, U + Mayot.

Tha smi.? d by John Paal,

Resolvad, t the #f ied ohn Paul
on Hercules street, between Erato and ‘Lhalia
wtreets, and on which he bas mcently put & new
rool, be nllowed to remain for niuety duys, provided
said rool Is made fire-proofl and the erdinances

n}.nn 1-0 the same I;lh':l’ enmn, ‘l};-l with,

G o, L1, GA

S & SRt
No. 3308,

Resolved, That permission be gmated to P. L,
Munsey to establish a ehemical lactory at the north
eant corner of Solin and Cho streets, and o use o
stenmn engine therein; provided the chimney be
wmade forty feet high— hat the ordinsuces relative
thereto be strictly complied with ; and to remaia

dl:.nu. ‘:‘ plﬂrllﬂf' "'l the nln;::‘a# g i
‘amort | 1851, 1. H. ﬂ AN .
Auu-udlznl-{-ll‘ A D CRO, A.J.Mlu-.

No. 3303,

Resolved, That the sum of sixty dollars be, and
in hereby, -ppwnnud for repairs of Beliry w the
B M. 1 3 e GALDWELL

ay 1, 1850, 3, M,
Kreved Juna s 0t A b UNOSSMAN, Siaser:
No. $304.

Resolved, That the Trensurer pay, on the
rant of the kn,m, toJ. A Mortou & Co,, th
of twenty doltars, that being the mmoant of a
paid by uumnl’w having corn on (Lo landieg in

nan, and know what M. Ly
used (o be.  Lam s Massachusetts man. Mo
cliusetts has kept we & great while in Congress,
[ will honot her, I respect her, and mean to do
»0 os long as I live. [Applause.]
Well, gentlemen, suppose that on that accasion
I bad taken a dilferent course from what I did, 1I
I may allode to any thing so insignificant »a my-
self, sappose that on the 7th of March, instead of
making a speech that would reconcile the country,
1 bnd ,--i-.«f'i. the general clamor of the party ;
auppose | hod said, I will bave nothing to do with
any accommodation ; we will admit no satisfaction ;
we will let Texas invade New Mexico; we will
leave Now Mexico and Utah to take cato of them.
welves, and we will plant ourselves on the Wilmot
Proviso, and let the devil tako the hindermos:.
Now, gentiemen, | doot mnean to say that great
consequence would follow from that; but suppose
[ had taken wuch & course? How could f be
blamed forit? Wans I not & Massachusetta man ?
Did | not know Massachusetis seotiments and

prejodices 7 Bot what of that? 1w an Ameri-
can! [Great appla 1 was made a whole
man by God, and 1

doa’t wenn to make mysell
3 b of shal 1

hall s one [T P
Lfelt 1 had adaty to perform to my country, to
my own reputation ; for 1 fattered mysell that »
service of forty years has given me some character,
1 though* it was my duty, and | did not care what
wis to give way, | felt it to be my duty to come
out; to go for my couttry, nnd my whole country ;
and to exert any power | had to keep that conntry

ether.  [Great applouse |

eared for vottung, | was afraid of pething ; but
meant W do my duty. Daty peeformed makes &
man happy—duty mnkes & man unhap.
py,ns well ae thoss arvund him, and, the y
geotlemen, inthe face of all circommiances and
usnger, | was ready to go furth and do that which
1 thought my country—your country—demanded
of me ; and, gentemen, allow me to sy here to-
day, that If the fate of Juho bad been pre-
weated W mo—if | had seen ko—if 1 had

ot P TR b e
Alwroved Juua 8, 151, X5 ukm'h.yu

No., 3306,
Resolved, That the Vieasurer pay, on the war

mnt of the Mayor, 10 the following pemons, the
fullowing bills, viz:
To Wm. H. E g, for Biloxi steam brick, five

hundred und eightuix dollars sod fiity eent,

Yo J. B. Walsh, for slating, oue hundred and
fy-Rve dollaes,

To J. McMartin, for laying brick, seventy-five
doliare and fifiy conts. R

‘T'o Aug. Bowers, for painting, thirty-four dollas
and ﬁl‘w coute

To Walier Stocks, for earpenter work, tweaty-
one dallnre and seventy-five cente,

T'o Wm. Wuuls, for lumber, twenty seven dok
Inrs and seveutymz centv,

To H. McGann, for sand, etc,, one hundred and
eleven dollam sud fitleen oents.

“f'o J. Gabiao, for lnbor, eleven dollars and twen-
ty-five couts.

Y'o Wm. Gahan, for lubor, fourtecn dollars and
iz ceni.

hfl‘u J. Richardion, for labor, eleven dollum and

thirty-seven cents,

-I'J;...... C. Swwart, for lime, liair, etc., twenty-
one duliars and fifiy-five cente

Resoloed, That the balance of the amonnt doe
Henry Maginn ufler sai) wbove hoos are pabd, be,
and w bereby, sporopriated W mhn'g.m-h adde
1o s may e deeine i necessary by the Sueveyor,
10 the Eogiine howse of No 18
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No. 36,
Resolved, That the ‘I'messucer ‘pay, on the war
ot of the Mayor, 10 Lead Ferry Fire
No, 18, thave b LRITEN
Tased

Approved

heard the thorns crachling—by the blessing of Al-




