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A HOUSEHOLD DIRGE,

I've lost my little May at last,

She petisbed in the spring,
When earliest lowars began to bued,

And earlient birde to sing.
1 Iaid hee in & country grave,

A green and soft retrest,
A marble tablet 0 'er hor head,

And violets at her feet.

T would that she ware back again,
In all her childiab bloom ;

My joy and bope have followed her,
My leart in in her tomb,

| know that she is gone gway,
1 kaow that she is fled,

I mine her every where, and yet
| cun not think her dead.

1 wake the childgn up at dawn,
And sy u simple prayer,

Axnd draw them round their morning meal,
But ome is wanting there.

1 a0 u Jittle chair apart,
A little pinafory,

And memory fills the vacancy,
As time will nevermors.

1 sit within oy quiet room,

.
And miss her with her toys beside
My desk in silent play,
And then | turn and look for her,
But ahe has flown away,

I drop my idle pen, and hark
T'o catch the fain test sopnd,
She must be playiog hide sod seek
In ahady nooks sround.
She 'll come and cllmb my chair again,
And peep my shoulder o "er—
1 hear a stiled lnogh—but no,
She comnth nevermore !

I waited only yester night
The eveniag servioe read
And lingered for my idol's kiss
efore ahe went to bed |
Forgetting she had gone before,
I slumbors soft and swoes,
A monument abave hor head,
‘he violets at her feet.
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The Great Methodiat Eplscopal Church
Cas

Nowtu versus Sovrn.

nr, Nov. 11, 1851, Bafore Jadges
B. Bascom and others va.

on in this case, which, it will be re-
b and the Souwth. The Hon.

Mr. Johowon, Jr., of Bal s Were

on dalivered the following important
membered, was argued in May dast by eminent

of Baliimore, Mr. Daniel Lotd,

separate organizations are taken vut of the descrip.
tion of the beneficiaries of the fund.

Thess were somae olber mattars hrought inte view
in the courss of the argument, which we may no-
tion hereafter; but, the sbove positions pressnt the
main grounds upon which the defenos resta

b:‘ A nu“ Ilh:l or plan of n
L Are usoa) cal .
first m’dnrhn, thnt, should the annual
Conferences of the nln:holdmﬁ States find it ne-
to unalte in & distinet eccleniantienl sonnee-
ton, the following shall be observed with regan] 1o
the northern boundary of such connection.  All
the ins, stations and hering 0
the church in the South by a vots of the majority of
the members, shall under the unmolested
pastoral care of the Bouthern Church ;3 and then
follows a mutual stipulativn that each chureh sbal
abstnin from organizing churches or societies with.
in the boundaries of the other; and, also, from ex-
erciving noy pastoral oversight therein, 3

The second, that ministers, local and traveling,
of every grade and offiee in the Methodist Episco-
pal Church, may, as they 7, remaln in that
church, or without blame attach themselves to the
Chureh South.

The ninth resolation declares, that all the prop-
erty of the Methodist Bpi-wpu‘ Church, in meet-
ing houses, parsonages, colleges, schools, confer-
ence funds, cemeteries, and of every kind, within
the limits of the Southern organization, shall be
free from any claim set up on the part of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, so far as this resolu.
i be of force in the premi

1o the Annual

cen, at their approachin,
u change of the restrictiv t
mental law of the ehoreh, which wa ‘lhlnll

immedists
nuthority to perfeet it
“T'he division of the preperty was not an

er delegates to decinre for s

 abia

-—"u obain nn-m;m I; pv;nnA;hh branch alh;.;’

further.
the powers of the General

slement respocts Con-
that entered into the consideratioos of the South. | ferauce since the modficatow of it e the

They related to a different wol

North and South, and which, during the present
wemsion, had thremiened to rend this vast and
hetetofore compact body of Christinne in pleces,
The aghiation growing out of it had reached the
highest anthorities of ihe Chureh, and had lrought
in conflict ite chief fonetions and ablest mem.
r. and in vapect to which p jons ware e

bject, one of
much mare transcendent intarest to the churches

mme ae exisied, subjeet 10 the wix re-
strictive articles; and neither of them s any
connection with or b-uh* upon Question we
bave been considering. ey relate to the duee
trive of the ohuroh, ite representation in the Gen-
eral Conference, the Epwcopacy, discipline of
hers und members, the Book Concern, aud
Cbartar Fond.
‘Thess conoetn the exarcise of th admininrative
pawers of the Conference, and are latended

ned s deep and 3

lu the judgement of a large of the bedy
separation was the only alternative 10 preserve
fature Christinn I—Ilo-lol;lp and uesfulness of the

q and of com-
parative i ificance.
Instead

upon the division of the common proerty, the vary
freverse in the result of the true constroction of the
plan of separation.

anthorize a ration of the ohurch organix~tion.
"The Methadist Episcopal Charch of be Utdted
States wis established, in ita government, doctrine
and discipline, by -I ii-;lnn’ Conﬁnno: of the
b n_this fon in .

Down 1 thas time the Methodist societi=s in Amer-

of this denomioation of Christians, Uirough the
enoy of his assistants, Daring 1his year, the en.

chureh, The division of the property was but u | theso checks in regu

the derision of the church nding

1L—An to the power of the General Conference to

e
upon them, unless in by the

-lhnl—zm ‘would
thl-ud:n.u'l.
t, and in which the
ut, il the views we
we havoar-

Jogion, o havt e

have taken of the case, and
rived a1, shall tead, in the least
divish restore b

unhappy nud
ud&rnlhl friendelip, smong o
and dintinguished of Chri

we have

DRY GOODS, ETC.

Annuval Conferences,
“I'he powers conferred uj ths General Coo-
imited, wubjset only w

ference are broad and

the doctrine and dise)-
pline and property of the church. In all other
respects, and in every thing elee (hat coucers it,
the hn-)yh:t';l:‘nmu the sovereigo power, the

mme A
“I'he practics of the General Confe

, wince
the change in 1808, confirms this view. The con+
nection of the Annual Upper Canada Conference
with the Meihodist Churoh was die-

solved in 1828, and thet y authorized to erect
itself into an independent ecclesinatical establish-

ment,
The force of this procedent has boen nttem;
to be weakened upon the allegation that this :::’i

iea had been governed by John Wealay, the founder | nection differed from that of the Annual Confer-

ences within the United States; and that it rested
upon & sort of compact between that Conference
and thus chureh, and, therefore, held a different re-
Iation to it. Bat, on lool to the histery and

oceaxion to with some p ity
in another branch of this cass, and which prohib-

of the charch, thin will be found 1o be a

u- | Ure government was taken inte the hands of the
of the ling hers with tinap nod nesent.
They org d it bed 110 d and

i ! P d the wsveral
, of bishops, minisiers, and preachom
—t) it polity, and promaigate i doo-

ited the Genernl Oonfe from approp

the produce of the Book Concern to any other
purpose than for the benefit of the traveling, super-
numerary, and worn-out preachers, their widows
and orphans, without the concurrence of the An.
nual Conferences

The chasge recommeonded was to add to the
clavse of limitation, nd to wuch other purpeses
as may be determined uYon by & vote of two-thirds
of the members of the General Conference.”

The object of recommending this change, was to
enable the General Conference 1o proceed at once,
and make an equitable division of lhc;ropﬂly

flecta belonging to the Method piscop

©Churoh, as then organized, between the two sepe-
rate organizations, which had been aothorized in
the preceding resolutions. For this purpese, the
next resolution provided that as soon s the Annual
Cont e shall have D d in the recom:
mendation, the agents at NewYork aod Cincinnati
were directed to deliver over to the agent of the
Church, South, all notes, ete., against the minis-
ters, members, or citizens within its bound

trinen and teachinge thronghoot the tund. Feom
that m-n' 10 this, Iha':nm 'inﬂ fonntain of all it
t=mporal power are the travel chers in thin
vannection in General (‘mknmo’::mblad. The
Iay membems of the church have no or con-
nection with its gavernmental organization, and
vever had, The traveling prenchers comprise the
embodiment of ity power, scc'ssinaticnl and tem-
nnd, wi assem! in Geperal Confer-

church, represent themselves ; and bave 8o consti-
tuents ; and thus the organization continued uniil
the year 1808, when & modification wok place.
At the General Conference of that year, com.
poned of all the traveling preachers, it was resolved
to have thereafter n delegated Conference, to be
composed ol one for every five members of each
Annual Couirnu“. These Annual Cooferences
are 2 ing
‘The ratio of representation has been altered, from

encen were represented by one delegnte for every

for the wole use of said ehurch ; and,
vey to such agent all the real esta
property connected with the printing establial
ments at Charleston, Richmond, snd Nashville,
which then belonged to the church ; and in the one
fellowing, that there should be transferred to the
said agent so much of the capital and produce of
the Jﬂhodm Baok Conoern as would, with the
property and effects before mentioned, bear the
saie proportion (o the whole property of the said
concern that the traveling preachers in the South-
ern Church bore to all the traveling preachers of
the Methodist Epincopal Church.

The terms and mode of payment were then pre-
seribed, and commissioners appointed 1o meet com-

v Souih, kod the Hon, Rufus Choate,
George Woo!, of N. Y., and Mr,
of N. Y., for the North. The ar-

uf May, from whidel face it will be se<n that though
b * b» lung, It s not more

wiabornte than the importance of the Question de-

Weo vmit the leogthy recital of the pleadings,
y ¢ alrendy, Lo substance, been

nnd secondly because ir is
the unprofessional reader.
s this siated what we regand the mate-

vl parts of the hill snd answer. A good deal of
e ¢ proof was read on the hearing ; but,

\ # view we lave mken of the case, it will
WeAry W refer pariicularly 1o i1, exeept

bee courss of this opunion, as mowt, if
+ favis materinl to ba noticed are not
spate.  Indecd, the bill and

the facts upon which our

nOsWer preseci
opinion will be fuuoded

Tohr compininants include traveling, supermnn-
watary, and supersinuated preachers, belongiog to
the mnection of prenchers in the Meuho-
Churel, Soath, represanting in thw
Lody m that eonneetion ; and clxim
portionate shinre in the profie of the Book
weern, Which thin deseription of pemons were
fesedly wotitled 1o befure the division of the

hureh into two distinet or-

" e, under the plan of separa-
tion of 1844 k Concern was established
nta very early day, by the traveling preachers in
connecuan with that churoh, snd tie profits 1o be
darived thermfrom duvoted by them to the relief of
thele diviressed, supernumerary, and worm out
brethren, (helr widows and orphans.  T'he establish
ment was small, at firet, but, at present, is otw of &
vary lurge capital and of extonwive operalions, pro-
dueing great profits, 1o be applied in behalf of the
objecin of the charity, Is has, doubtless, been con-
dugted with great judgment sud prudence, by the
ngents in the iminediate churge of it; but its growih
and presant maguliude are not owing 1o the ls-
bors and devution of the body of traveling preach-
ers, who have alwaye taken the wmlcbug«
of the eirenlstion nud sale of the in the
Methodist connection throughout the United Siaten,
necounting t thy proper authorities for the pro-
ceads,

The traveling preachers of church were the
foundars of the ¢ ty, and o designated the

< for which it eball be applied ;
and, if it Is, at any time, wrongfully withheld by

mediate charge of 11, or diverted
losigned by the founder, it in the
duty of the € w0 interisre and enforce the exe-
cution of the trust,

The foundation of this charity is peculiar and
novel, differing essentially from the cases of this
description that have heretofore fallen uoder the
equitable jormdiction of a courtof chancery. The
1enveling preachers are both the founders and the
beneficisrion, “Ihey are the proprietors of the chari
tuble tund, and, necording 10 the constitution under
which the sndowment was made, also entitied to
ite proceeds.

We ot perceive, however, that these con.
sidernt can in any wur affoct the nature or
chameter of the interest of the complainants, or
confars upon them & title to the enjoyment of |‘.|-"
proportion of the procesds, supstior 1o that of bene-
ficimriow of & purs charity, where a 1hind peron
has niade 1he sudowment in the ordinary way for
charitable nnd plous uses, or, that it can be admin-
i tered upon any other principles than those govem-
ing courte of equity in this olass of casen, For
necoading to the orlginal constitution of thi fund
by the fonnders, wio had o right to preseribe the
terms and conditions upon which the prooeeds or
profine should e tributed, and the persons 1o
whom, and which, wheu presoribed, furnishes the

e cnse Lar 1he court, thess proceeds and

have bean davorsd to the rellef of distressd
B WUR Y, and reachiors
in the connection of the Methodist Episcopal

Chureh, their widows and orphans ; and 10 entitle
the complainunts, atd those they represent, to the
enjiyment, they muss bring themselves within the
description.

Wa must udd, however, that the connection of

this hody with the original estublishment, and sub-
sequent growth of tide fund, aa a portion of i
fuundary, give to their claime a peculiar mernt,
which eanout impress upon the ecurtan Inlle;{y
#0 1o sdminisier 1t as 1 secure 10 them the benefit
of e fruitn of #0 sacred a trust, if reasonably con.
sistent witl the rules and principles of equity, and
of 1he original founders,
i bill
prion of perwon
eeds of the tund ; and the main question
ane, therefore, nrises npon the answer and
1 wnpport of it

titled 10 & distribution

enee ¢ wperly understood, do not

wont of that body to & divi-

L GTRMZatiue

0w conditional and
contingent, snd chat the eonditions wers not com-
phied with, noe lins the conlingency bappened.,

2. That, 1t oberwiss, the Gunersl Conference

ipdedd the Cotirs from the 9ih to the 21t

rings the complininants clearly within®

st Eplwcopal Cliuroh into two
rhurches ;

to

ization, to estimate and fix the amount that
fall dae them sceording to the precedioy
ment. And, in winding up, the bishope
reqoested to lny that part of the report (resolutions)
requiring sction of the Annuval Conferences,
betore them ax woon nx possible.

Now, it will be seen from this analysis of the
plan of separation, that the enly condition or con-
tingency opon which an absolute divivion of the
churel organization was made to depend, was the
action of the seversl’ Ansuil Conferences in the
slavebolding States. If these should find it neces-
sary to uni'e in favor of a distinet erganization, by
the very terms of the plan, the woparation was to
take place acco-ding 1o the boundary designated
Lt wan left to them 1o judge of the neceasity ; and
their judgment is mude fioal in the matter, And
when the decision is made, and the church divided
into two separate bodies, it is declared that minin.
ters of every grade and office in the Methodis
Episcopal Church, may, as they prefer, remain in
that church, or, without blame, attach themeelves
to the Church South.

The whele plan of separation confiring this view,
Ax soon as the separation tak: « place in accordance
with the first resolation, all the property, in meet-
ing houses, parsonages, colleges, sehools, Confer-
ence funds and cemeteries, within the limits of the
Soathern organization, is declared to be free from
any ciaim onu the part of the Northern Church.
The general and common property, such as notes
and other obligations, together with the property
and effects bclonﬂm‘ to the ng establishments
at Charl , Rich 3, wnd Nashvill
capital and produce of the Book Concern, at New
York, wan referred for future sdjustment. This
Wan neceanary, on sccount of the restrictive article
upon the power of the General Conference, in
respect to the produce of the Book Concern, und of
the Charter Fund, Some delay was necessary 1o

rocure that anthority from the annual Confe

The reason for the ehange 1o a delegated body,

religious instruction.

mised in favor of u delegated body for the future
i e of lhi:‘body certain
g the

he General Conference of 1808, which deter-

ol that relation ; and that the
Canada Conference was brought within its folds in
the same way a» those lying upon the lroatier set-
tiemonts within the United Staten.

It will be found that as early ax 1804, the Upper
Canada distsicts were inoluded in the me
| Annaul Conference, and continued as l.nnal it,

the aame as other districts, till 1812, when these
districts, and also the Lower Canada districts,
were included within Geneseos Conforence. In
1816, the Lower Canadx districts were smbraced

poral
ence, ccording (o the nsages and discipline of the within the Nu'{:‘)k and New B::Iu‘ Ceafer-

ized, with the concurrence of this Conference, to
establish an Annoal Conference in Cansda} and
in 1524, the Canada Conference included the
whole of the Upper Province—and thos it # in
1625, when erected into an mdependent establish.
ment.

We have seen nothing in the history, discipline

o or practice of the church, restricting its organiza.
time to time, so that, in 1844, the Anaual Confer- tion ar Cheistiea labers u; the  territoria) fimill of

the United States; but much to sbow that both
biave been steadily devoted to the nccomplishment

inatead of the assembiage of the entire body of | ©f the bigh and holy mlu'n_nn avowed m found-
traveling preachers, “:um. Rreat nlngemv:l of | 18 lm' dc‘“":h‘ ;“d" J“h rafocm. the ami-
the boundaries of the Chuseh, which had expanded | PER 1€ 10 #Preac scriptural holiness over these
with the r-nhnnnufr he country; :h Sonse- ol

ueat multiplication of the pumber of traveling |
:nlehrvl—(h! distance and expefise of travel— :::'muu DWA;:' :"d d'n am:::l g:’"'
and the deprivation of the field of their labars, for | FA° ERERCSNEL. oo -
too long & period, of the Christian ordinances and P

As carly as 1840, the republie of Texns was in-

il hiberty mod religious wiera-

tou work thel

nevment ul civiliza-
peneirable o whe mis-
sionary, unless of o pariicalnr faih, this preat work
of ommuuonfu.d Chirmuian labor will be carried
on of ) o

of the ehurch, are called

» for the church, under the following limita.
tions and restrictions :

trine.
2. They shall not aliow of more than one rep

thirty

do nway with episcopa.

, or deatroy the plan ol
itinerant superinteaden.

united nocieties,

or

mittee, and appeal.

‘purpose other than for the benefit of the traveling,

preachers, their wives, widows and ehildren ; pro-
vided that, upon the dati

trictive_articles, six in
aumber. It in declared, that the General Confer-
hall have full powers to make roles and reg-

1. They shall not slter or chaoge the articles of
religion, nor esta lish any new standards of doc-

tesentative for every fourteen members of the
Annual Cooference, nor less than one for every

3, They shall not alter the government so as to

4. They whall not change the general rules of the

vecular

10 i necessity, no oue can fal

and usages of the church
and temporal, aod in the
ture nud extent of sheir own powers as the highest

6. They shall not appropriate the produce of the | Judicaiure belouging to it
Baok Concern, nor of the Charter Fund, to any

As it respects the action of this body in the mat.
ter of division, no one can pretend but that it pro-

supernumerary, superanouated, and worn out | ceeded upoa the masumption of vaqueationed power

to erect the church into two separate ecclesinstical

ol
three-fuarcthn of all the members of th: General

of two-thirds of the General Conference, succeed.
ing, shall suffice to alier any of the above restric-
, except the first ardele.

These comprise all the limitations upon that
body when sssembled by delegates.

bat the General Counference
entire body of traveling preach:
lished thy government, ‘Yn
the chureh, p d the power to and
reorganize ity gowwrnment, ecclesinatical snd tem-
poral, inte two or more separate snd distinct or-
ganizations, is 8 question, about which, we think,
no serious dw|b| can be well entertsined.

ut one modo of the adjustment was settled,
depending only upoo the action of the Conferences
in respect o the authority. The notes and book
debts against pernons vi(lin the Southern Church,
together with the several printing establishmenta
wituated within its limits, were to be tranaferred to
that church ; o much of the capital and
produce of the Book Concern, which, together with
the aforesaid property, would bear the same propor-
tion to the whole interest in that concern, as the

to all the

(1) g the sove-
reign power of the government, and wers responsis
ble to no earthly tribunal for the mode and manner
of I exercive. ‘Uhey were entirely free to exerciss
their own sense and judgment as 1o what was the
best polity snd organization of the church, to so-
complish the great object and design of the matiers
in whose servios they were engeged, and which
weto, in the k of their own il * 10

setrines, and discipline of | General Conference of 1844 was

ots.  The only doubt entertaived or
expressed in the plan of separstion related to the

Annusl Conference present, and voting, a majority | division of common property, oo sccount of the

sixth restrictive article, which we have conceded
all along was not within its competeace, but which
we shall presently notice more particalarly in
another part of the came, lndepeadently of this
question of property, the power of severance in
written upon every page of their proceedings,
::n the

to

Haviog now arrived at the conclusion

o
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1o referring t the pmctice of the church, we
must not overlouk 1he action of the Generst Con.
forence of 1844 n tle insance now before us.
Fbe voie upou the i st gesulution mood one hun-
dred and forty-seven 1w twenty-two, in & body
represeniing mmore than four thoussod traveling
preactiers in this communion ; snd, smung wiom,
1L is air w0 supposs, were iocloded men of the
Erestest experience and knowledge ia the adminm-
iratiun of 1he polity of the church, Indeed, on
looking ino the report of 1he debaies Of this sese
son, and D the disoussions upon the report of
the «ommitiee on the division of the charch, und
( | evpecially upan the all n?nurhu‘-f subjecis that led

10 Oe impressed
with the eminent sbility and intell gencs of ihe
leading members of that budy ; nor lor & moment
hey shall not deprive the ministers or preach- | doubt that ey wem profoundly skiled in all
[ trial by committee, and of an appeal; nor | the history, prac
the members of trial before the socicty or lay com- | EUVEtument, spiritu
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make the division, und that the only condition &8~
nexed to it kus been fully complied with, we are
prepared to spply the principles of law, which, in
mlvolmn of the case, most govern it.

© have held, in a previous part of this ot'r
ion, that the plai must bring th
within the description of persons entitled o the
benefit of this charitable fund an prescribed by its
original founders; and that, when they have done
this, those who deny or withbold the charity must
present a case to the court, taking them out of the
description. This has been attempted, by show-
ing that they :nu wronglully separated ME the

i of the M. di i

b

o T

and to spread 1 hol-
over theee lands.”" A the!

y might have con-
bers in the Soathern Church bear ucted any nomber O‘Oﬂrﬂ!l".ns datinet vr-
of the Meothod: i in their firnt f) 1 nssociation and

I b
Episcopal Church This periected the adjustment
of the common property betwren the two organi-
zations.

It will be ween, looking back to the plan of the

paration, that the onl gt , or eondi-
tions subsequent, to be found in it, are two, Firt,
the soparate organization was to depend upon the
action of the uanual Conferences in the slave hold-
ing States ; and, second, the division of this latter
portion of the common property of the church,
upon the action of all the annusl Conferences in
be change of the restrictive article.
npual Couferances in the slave holding
States acted, and erganized a Southern Church, as
they did, the division of the Methodist Episcopal

Church into two organizations became complete.
And s0 would the ndjustment of the common pro-

rty betweon them, if the sssent of all the annual

Jonferences had been given to the change of the
tostrictive article, The failure to give that has
left this part of the plan open, the only conse-
quenoce of which is, to deprive the Southern divi.
sion of ita share of the property dependent upon
this and leave it to get nlong ax it best may,
unles bt to discover itx position legally results
from the authorized division into two weparate
organizations.

‘he argument against this view is, that the
separation was to take place, not only i the event
of the of the Southern Conferences,
but also upon the nssent of all the aanual Confer-
caces to change the restrictive article. And the
preamble to the plan of separation was referred Lo,
an g this i We think
otherwise, On the con! io our judgment, it
confirms the view above 0.

That preamble recites that a declaration had
ee nted to the General Conference, with
tutes of fifty-one delegates of that body
from thirtees annual Conferences in the slave-
Bolding States, representing that for various rea-
nans enumersted, the objects and purposes of the

offort in the fuifiliment of this mission, accordingly
&« it might seem 10 them best, 80 wan it equally in
their power at any subsequent period of their lnooes.
‘The power remained unchanged.

The only argument urged against this view i« the
unity of the first nization of the chureh in 1754,
which, as -upm:(f:‘.vmm a deaign that {1 should
he ive with the | limiw of the
United Siates, neither more nor less ; and 1o nemain
and continoe & unitsd chureh within these limin
In the exerciee of it jurisdiction, spiritoal and tem-
poral, nnd further, that, if n power exists in any
Genweal Conference 10 break up this orgsnization
and polity of the ehureh as orginally designed and
established, it belongs to an exiraordinary General
Conferenice nasembled espacially for the pu
and not 10 one asembled in the ordinary way for
the discharge of it mere administrative duties, as
the chief legislative body of the church ; and the
hintory, ecclesinatical jodieatories, peactice and
umages of 1he church from its origin, were ably and

X ly reviewsd and d, on the negu-
gument, for the purpose of suainining thoss several
positions, LS

But ths obvious nnswer to them is, that the ar-
gument overlooks the source and fountain of the
powsr belonging 1o the Geneml Con‘arence. We

.must Lok (0 thewn, and not to the mers exercise of | 2ations, we may say identically the sme,

power in the of the g 3
when m-.klnT 10 messurs itv depth mnd extent
Whers iv the limit T and who has presoribed i1 1
The traveling preachers, assembled in Ganeral
Confernoe, embody, in themselves, the soveraign
power ; and we have nowhers seen their consent
1o any limistion or restriction, 1l we coma downe—
in the himwry ot their ad; i 10 the Con-

an

copal Churoh, and erected themselves into an il'::
pendent ecelesinstical u?bln:‘mn; and Iuv:i
vstnr i 1 th the ch

beneficiariea of the fond. Having arrived at the
cooclusion that there in no foundation for this al-
legation, the ground of defence, of course, fails,
and the complainants still continue elothed with
the character and rights belonging to them previ.
ous .to the separation. The separation having
taken place in pursuance of the action of the

pe lesiastics s i g
tion of the founders of the fund themselves—
how can it be maintained that the beneficisrie
falling within the new organization, have l‘or{oila
the churacter which entitles them to it enjoyment ?
What act have they done (o deprive them of the
description of the persons for whose relief it pro-
eceds have been permanently devoted ?

Itin not pretended but that they are sull traveling
preachers in the Methodist E; | connection
and communion, subject 1w dootrines and dis-
chpline d deve to the aceomplishimen' of that
mission for which this church was planted in these
United States ; nor but that the feld of their labors
In within the domain covered by its original organ-
ization. A new conwtruction of i polity, within
this limit, has been determined upon by na higiest
Judicatury, in order that the great mission may be
more harmoniously und more effectually carried oa.
For this purpose, two distinet ecclesimstioal organi-
have
tnken the place of one—ihe same discipline, faith,
and doctrine—and, il united in apreading the
same gospel temohings ‘throughout the land.
suwe, therafors, that the Geveral Conference were
dlsabled, on aceount uf the sixth restriciive articls,

apportioning thin fund ; sill, if the complain.
E""' themselves within the description of the

ference of 1808,
We must have vome evidence that they have
parted with & portion of their sovereign power, that
ounfersedly belonged 1o them at the first organiza.
)

y they are not thereby deprived of it,
The law steps in and enforces the night.  Holding
this relation to it, and not having forfeited by any
wrong act of their own, or by any cause sst up
agninst ihem, it i not in the compeiency of the
General Confe

tlon, winee that periods and, that th

and Annual Conferences com-
Hggd mjdogdu them. Their right rests upon es-

i the subsequent conferences, subjsct 1o the disa-
hility, before their powers can be disti bed from
those originally possessed.  We have not been re-
[undl 0 any such svidence, nor have vur own, re-

Christian and chureh ion cannot
be successfully accomplished by them, under the
Jurisdiction the General Coal, as then

constituted ; and that, in the event of &

Any, nor do we believe there

dod

& contingency to which the declaration anks atten-
tion, as not improbable, we enteem it the daty of
the General Conference to meet the emergency
with Christian kindnesa and the stricest equity.
Then follows the plan of scparation. And it leaves
the gest impress throughout the of pti

and pitit so feelingly and impressively d

are any acts or_de of this body
10 the eff-ct claimed. When jurisdiction and ay-
thority, spiritasl snd temporsl, in each General
Conference (rom that of 1784 down 10 1808 inclg-
sive, werm the vame, unlimived and untestricted,
possessed all the power which since the Iatter pe.

haw belonged to the General and Annusl Con-

" bined, under the new izati

in the preamble,

The question of separation in left 10 the judg-
mont of their Southern brethren in the chureh,
whose deleg bad declared the Y. uby
(2 in made for an and decision
uf the common property, which, 80 inr ns we know,
are founded upon principles of ** the striciest equi
1y"* between the parties, and then the constitution
u‘ powers of the Conferencs are axhausted in the

of
it the duty of & Court of Chancvry to interfore, aod
see that tie fund is properly administered.
Laooking at the position of these complainants,

place two distinct, independent judicatories, it is by
nom ane certain th distribution s in contra-
vention evem of the wixth restrictive article, that

proprintes the fand for the benefit of the travel.

this is necemarily vo, me ull the power and authori-
Ity possessed by the Annual Conferences have been
eonferred upon them from tme 10 time, by the
General Confurence.

The nrgument that this body, previous 1o 1808,
il Dot possens the competency 1o reorganise and
teconmract the government of the charol, e they
might think best for the great object of 1 mission,
goea the lengih of denying that powee o the eon
current action of both the Guneral and Asnual
Conferences since that period  And, that thers is

endeavor to oot this division,
WS 105 pogeessed Of Compeient pow 1 nuthor). s
1y to n-'m.‘u’:, r authorise the divisiae, A-;;.‘j .‘"::'I‘T;:"“ ':“ plan of veparai “-“lll.:'iﬂ
3. ‘Ihat the divisian, therefors, that took place, | 1y bady Mmm ol sirgatgns fic
wab & nullity; snd the separats organizaiion 8 | they possessed it, 10 make an effectusl division of
aberelt o it of st | the roparty, it would have bosn made ut the time,
T S | {S  es
s : the ] They s B fAr e wae s w be in
" i T .
X o -

hing in this n sod system of polity,
differing wo radically from all others, of which we
bave sny koowledge, that, even the constitoeps

» MlEhough bintog ewery els-

ling, and worn out preachers, their
widows and orphn’-'. It i this deacription of per-
the court. They are not only within the deseri
tion, but are, nlso, the very persons heretofore ﬁ
the cnj':rml of it, and for whom it was origioally
deaign Granting that thess pervons have done
no  wronglul act, but i i
charch, as heretolor
merely territorial org tion, they are cavered by
uz spirit, il not by the lettur, of the restriotive ar-
ticle.

Upen the whole, our conclusion im, that the com-
plainants are t:l‘i:"l o their share of the produce
of the Book Ooamu,u::d“l decreo will be ordered

ment of POWrr’ A pertaiing 10 the guvernment,

can netther change Lor Mol .“' it For the argu-
meat comes duwn 1ot w osnnot (ink it

& .

' gly. , Whe © Funds shall b= wdmin.
i tered by na"spplication of the peaduce, pro rata,
or by an appeftioninent of the eapital, nre que stinan
reserved uatil the setuement of the deares. Wo
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