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OFFICIAL. JOURNAL 
Of the C oHncil of the Ssconri Mtmicipality. 

Pu b I ished Evory Day—{Sunday Eacefted)— 

BY J. H. 1HAODOX, 

mr.* .«Wo. VI ST. CHAKLIS STUM. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
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Fellow citizens of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives 

I congratulate you and 
ency 
meet tor your nrst session. Uur country 
peace with all the world. The.agiution which, 
lor a time, threatened to diaturb the fraternal 
relation, which malte UH one people, i, fa,I nub-
• iding ; and a y Car of general prosperity and health 
na* crowned the nation with unusual bleating,. 
None can look back to the dangers which are 
passed, or forward to the bright prospects before 
us, without feeling a thrill of gratification, at the 
aame time that he must be impreased with a grate-
fiil sense of our profound obligations to a beneficent 
rrovi lence, whose paternal care is so manifest in 
the happiness of this highly-favored land. 

Since the close of the last Congress, certain Cu­
bans and other foreigners resident to the United 
States, who were more or less concerned in the 
previous invasion of Cuba, instead of being dis-
cutirag^d by its failure, have again abused the hos­
pitality of this country, by making it th". ccene of 
the equipment of another military expedition 
against that possession of her Catholic majesty, in 
which they were countenanced, aided and joined 
bycitixens of the United States. On receiving 
intelligence that such designs were entertained, 1 
lost no time in issuing such instructions to the pro­
per officers of the United States as seomed to be 
called for by the occasion. By the proclamation, a 
copy of which io herewith submitted, 1 also warned 
thope who might be in danger of being inveigled 
into this scheme of its unlawful character, and of 
the penalties which they would incur. For some 
time there was reason to hope that these measures 
had sufficed to prevent any such attempt. This 
hope, however, proved to be delusive. Very early 
in the morning af the third of August, a steamer 
called the Pampero departed from NewOrleans 
for Cuba, having on board upwards offour hundred 
armed men, with evident intentions to make war 
upon the authorities of the island. This expedi­
tion was set on foot in palpable ' violation of the 
laws of the United States. Its leader was a Span­
iard, and several of the chief officers, and some 
others engaged in it, were foreigners. The per­
sons composing it, however, were mostly citizens 
of the United States. 

Before the expedition set out, and probably be­
fore it was organized, a slight insurrectionry move 
ment, which appears to have been soon suppressed, 
had taken place in the eastern quarter of (^uba. 
The importance of this movement was unfortu-
natejy so much exaggerated in the accounts of it 
published in this country, that these adventurers 
seem to have been led to believe that the Creole 
population of the island not only desired to throw 
off the authority of the mother country, but had 
refeolved upon that step, and bad begun a well-con­
certed enterprise for effecting it. The persons en­
gaged in the expedition were generally young and 
ill-informed. The steamer in which they embark­
ed left NewOrleans stealthily and without a clear­
ance. After touching at Key West, she proceeded 
to the Coast of Cuba,*and, on the night between 
the 11th and 12th of August landed the persons on 
board at Playtaa, within about twenty leagues of 
Havana. 

rhe main body of them proceeded to, and took 
possession of, an inland village, six leagues, dis-
tant, leaving others to follow in charge of the bag-
gage, as soon as ihe means of transportation oouid 
be obtained. The latter, having taken up their line 
ol march to connect themselve« with the main 
body, and having proceeded about four leagues into 
the country, were attacked on the morning of the 

13t. kF a body of Spanish troops, and a bloody 
conflict ",1#ued » a^ter which they retreated to the 
nlat-N nf fiioom ^'kation, where about fifty of them 

•triitZan,: T"ey 

were, however, intercept ? JLH"! y" "?£' 
the shore by a Spanish «lean. -"» and after 
toast, captured arid carried to Hava. • 
being ciarnined before a military court, v. 
tenced to be publicly executed, and the sentei. ^ 
was carried into effect on the 16th of August. 

On receiving information of what had occurred, 
Commodore toxhall A. Parker was instructed to 
proceed in the steam frigate Saranac to Havana, 
and inquire into the charges against the persons 
executed, the circumstances under which they 
were taken, and whatsoever referred to their trial 
and sentence. Copies of the instructions from the 
Department of State to him, and of his letters to 
that Department, are herewith submitted. 

According to the record of the examination, the 
prisoners ulTadmitted the offences charged against 
them, of being hostile invaders of the islapd. At 
the time ol their trial and execution the main body 
of the invaders was still in the field, making war 
upon the Spanish authorities and Spanish subjects. 
After the lapse of some days, being overcome by 
the Spanish troops, they dispersed on the 24th of 
August ; Lopez, their leader, was captured some 
days after, and executed on the 1st of September. 
Many of his remaining followers were killed, cr 
died of hunger and fatigue, and the rest were made 
prisoners. Of these, none appear to have Jaeen 
tried or executed. Several of them were pardoned 
upon application of their friends and others, and the 
rest, about one hundred and sixty in number, were 
sent to Spain. Of the final disposition made of 
these we have no official information. 

Such is the melancholy result of this illegal and 
ill-fated expedition. Thus, thoughtless young men 
have been induced, by false and fraudulent repre­
sentations, to violate the la«v of their country, 
through rash and unfounded expectations of assist-
ing to accomplish political revolutions in other 
States, and have lost their lives in the undertaking, 
xoo severe a judgment can hardly be passed, by 
the indignant sense of the community, upon those 
who, being belter informed themnelves, have yet 
led away the ardor of youth and an ill-directed love 
of political liberty. The correspondence between 
this Government and that of Spain relating to this 
transaction is herewith communicated. 

Although tjiese offenders against the laws have 
lorleited the protection of their country, yet the 
Government may, so far as is consistent with its 
obligations to other countries, and its fixed purpose 
to maintain and enforce the laws, entertain sympa­
thy lor their unoffending families and friends, as 
well as a feeling of compassion for themselves. 
Accordingly no proper effort has been spared, and 
none will be spared, to procure the release of such 
citizens of the United States, engaged in the 
unlawful enterprise, as are now in confinement in 
Spain ; but it is to be hoped that such interposition 
with the Government of that country may not be 
considered as affording any ground of expectation 
that the Government of the United States will 
hereafter, feel itself under any obligations of duty 
to intercede for the liberation or pardon of such 
persons as are flagrant offenders against the law of 
nations and the laws of the United States. These 
laws must be executed. If we desiie to maintain 

r respectability among the nations of the earth, 
• i behooves us to enforce steadily and sternly thé 
neutrality acts passed by Congress, and to follow, 
as far as may be, the violation of those acts with 
condign punishment. 

But what gives a peculiar criminality to this 
invasion of Cuba is, that under the lead ol Spanish 
stibjeèts and with the aid of citizens of the United 
States, it had its origin, with many, in motives of 
cupidity. Money was advanced by individuals, 
probably in considerable amounts, to purchase 
Cuban bonds, as they have been called, issued by 
Lopez, sold, doubtless, at a very large discount, 
and for the payment o'f which the public-lauds and 
public property of Cuba, of whatever kind, and 
the fiscal resources of the people and government 
of that Island, from whatever source to be derived, 
were pledged» as well as the good faith of the gov­
ernment expected to be established. All these 
means of payment, it is evident, were only to be 
obtained by a process of bloodshed, war and revo­
lution. None will deny that those who set on foot 
military expeditions against foreign States by means 
like these, are far more culpable than the ignorant 
and (he necessitous whom they induce to go forth 
as the ostensible parties in the proceeding. These 
originators of the invasion of Cuba seem to have 
determined, with coolness and system, upon an 
undertaking which should disgrace their country, 
violate its laws, and put to hazard the lives of ill-
iulormed and deluded men. You will con'sider 
whether further legislation be necessary to prevent 
the perpetration of such offences in future. 

No individuals have a right to hazard the peace 
of the country or to violate its laws upon vague 
notions of altering or reforming governments in 
other States. This principle is not only reason­
able in itse If, and in accordance with public law, 
but is engr afted into the codes of other nations aa 
well as our own. But while such are the senti-

ment, of this Government, it may be added that | oils that a partof the bound,™ lin. n-
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expressed to apply to Congress for an appropriation ed togetl 
Government o'f »he United States, at ail times 
since its establishment, has abstained and has 
sought to restrain the citizens of the country, from 
entering into controversies between other powers, 
and to observe all the duties of neutrality. At an 
early period of the Government, in the administra­
tion of Washington, several laws were passed for 
this purpose. The main provisions of these laws 
were re-enacted by th^ aet of April, 1818, by 
which, amongst other things, it was declared that 
if any person shall, within the tsrritôry or juris­
diction of the United States, begin, or set on foot 
or provide, or prepare the means for any military 
expedition or enterprise to be carried on from 
thence against the territory or dominion of any 
foreign prince or State, or of any colony, district, 
or people with whom the United States are at 
peace, every person so offending shall be deemed 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined, 
not exceeding three thousand dollars, and impris­
oned not more than three years ; and this law has 
been executed and enforced, to the fill extent of the 
power of the Government, from that day to this. 

In proclaiming and adhering to the doctrine of 
neutrality and non-intervention, the Unit**.! St«te-i 
have not followed the lead of other civilized na­
tions ; they have taken the lead themselves, and 
have heen followed by others. This was admitted 
by one of the m'*t eminent of modt-rn. British 
statesmen, who said in Parliament, while a minis 
ter of the crowri, 4 That, if he wished for .'i guide 
in asys'em of neutrality, he should take that la>d 
down by America in the days of Washington and 
the secretaryship of Jefferson;'* and we see, in 
fact, that the ant of Congress of 1818 was follow­
ed, the succeeding year, by an act of the Parlia­
ment of England, substantially the tame in its 
general provision*. Up to that time there had been 
no similar law in England, except certain highly 
penal statutes past-ed in ihe reign of George II, pro­
hibiting English subjects from enlisting ir^foreign 
service, the avowed object of which ata'ute wa*, 
that loreign armies, raised for the purpose of re­
storing the house of Stuart to the throne, should not 
be strengthened by recruits from England herself. 

All must see that difficulties may ariae in carry­
ing the laws referred to into execution in a country 
now having three ociour thousand miles of sea-
coast, with an infinite number of ports and harbors 
anfl smtll inlets, from some of which un'awful ex­
peditions may suddenly. set forth, without the 
know ledge <>f Government, against the possessions 
of Foreign Slates. 

Friendly relations with all, but entangling alli­
ances with none, has long been a maxim with us. 
Our true mission is not to propagate oar opinions, 
or impose upon other countries our form if govern­
ment, by arifice or force ; but to teach hy example ! 
and show by our success, moderation and justice, 
the blessings of telf government, and the advanta­
ges of free institutions. L-t every people choose 
for itself, and make and alter ils political institu­
tions to suit its own condition and convenience. 
But, while we avow and maintain this neutral pol-
icy ourselves, we are anxious to see the same for­
bearance on the part of other nations, whose forms 
of government are different from our own. The 
deep interest which we feel in the spread of liberal 
principles and the establishment of free govern­
ments, and the sympathy with which we witness 
every struggle against oppression, forbid that we 
should be indifferent to a ease in which the strong 
arm of a foreign power is invoked to stifle public 
sentiment and repress the spirit of freedom in any 
country. 

The governments of Great Britain and France 
have issued orders to their naval commanders on 
the West India station to prevent by force, if ne­
cessary, the landing of adventurers from any na­
tion on the Island of Cuba with hostile intent. 
The copy of a memorandum of a conversation on 
this subject between the Charge d'Affaires of her 
Britannic Majesty and the Acnng Secretary of 
State, and of a subsequent note of the forfner tc 
the Department of State, are herewith submitted 
together with a copy of note of the Acting Sec­
retary of State to the Minister of the French Re 
public, and of the reply of the latter, on the same 
subject. These papers will acquaint you with the 
grounds of this interposition of the two leading 
commercial powers of Europe, and with the appre­
hensions, which thisGovernment could not fail to en­
tertain, that such interposition, if carried into effect, 
might lead to abuses in derogation of the maritime 
rights of the United States. The maritime rights 
of the L>nited States are founded on a firm, secure, 
and well-defined basis ; they stand upon the ground 
of National Independence and public law, and wili 

maintained in all their full and just extent. 
The p^nciple which this Government has here­

tofore solemn^ aonounced it still adheres to', and 
will maintain under circumstances and at all 
hazards. That principle is, that in every regularly 
documented merchant vessel, the crews who navi­
gate it, and those on board of it, will find their pro­
tection in the flag which is over them. No Amer­
ican ship can be allowed to be visited or searched 
for the purpose of ascertaining the cbar&cter of in­
dividuals on board, nor can there be allowed any 
watch by the vessels of any foreign nation over 
American vessels on the coasts of the United States 
or the seas adjacent thereto. It will be seen by the 
last communication from the British Charge d'Af­
faires to the Department of State, that he is auth­
orized to assure the Secretary of State that every 
care will be taksn that, in executing the preventive 
measures against the expeditions, which the United 
States Government itself has denounced as not be­
ing entitled to the protection of any government, 
no interference shall take place with the lawful 
commerce of any nation. 

In addition to the correspondence on this subject, 
herewith submitted, official information has been 
received at the Department of State, of assurances 
by the French Government that, in the orders given 
to the French naval lorces, they were eipressly in­
structed, in any operation they might engage in, 
to respect the flag of the United States wherever 
it might appear, and to commit no act of hostility 
upon any vessel or armament under its protection. 

Ministers and consuls of foreign nations ar«ï the 
means and agents of communication between us 
and those nations, and it is of the utmost import­
ance lhat, while residing in the country, they 
should feel a perfect security so long as they faith 
fully discharge iheir respective duties, and are 
guilty of no violation of our laws. This is the ad­
mitted law of nations, and no country has a deeper 
interest iri maintaining it than t' e United Stale*. 
Our commerce spreads over every sna and visits 
every clim*, and our ministers and consuls are ap­
pointed to protect the interests of that commerce, 
as well as to guard the peace of the country and 
maintain the honor of its flag. But how can they 
discharge these duties unlews they be themselves 
protecied ; and if protected, it must be by the 
laws of the country in which they reside. And 
what is due to our own public functionaries resid­
ing in foreign nations is exactly the measure of 
what is due to the functionaries of other Govern­
ments residing here. As in war, the b-arers of 
flags of truce are sacred, or else wars would be in­
terminable, so in peace, embassadors, public min­
isters, and consuls, charged with friendly national 
intercourse, are objects ol especial respect and pro­
tection, each according to the rights belonging to 
his rank und station. In view of these important 
principles, it is with deep mortification arid regrei 
I announce to you that, during the excitement 
growing out of the executions at Havana, the office 
of her Catholic Majesty's Consul at New Orltana 
was assailed hy a mob, his property destroyed, the 
Spanish flag found in the office carried off and 
torn in pieceB, and he himself induced to flee for 
his personal safety, which he suppo.-ed io he in 
danger. On receiving intelligence of these events, 

forthwith directed the Attorney of the Unite*! 
States residing at New Orleans to inquire into the 
facts and the extent of the pecuniary loss sustained 
by the Consul, with the intention of laying them 
before you, that you might inake provision for 
such indemnity to him as a just reward for the 
honor of the nation and the respect which is due 
to a friendly power might in your judgment, seem 
to require. The correspondence upon this subject, 
between the Secretary of State and her Catholic 
Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary is herewith 
transmitted. 

The occurrence at New Orleans has led me to 
give my attention to ihe state of our laws in regard 
to foreign embassadors, ministers, and consuls. 
1 think the legislation of the country is deficient in 
not providing sufficiently either for the protection 
or the punishment of consuls. I therefore recom­
mend the subject to the consideration of Congress. 

Your attention IH again invited to the question 
of reciprocal trade between ihe United States and 
Canada and other British posu-ssion* near our fron­
tier. Ovenures for a convention upon this subject 

Britanic Majrsty's 
seems to b^ in 

have been received from 
Minister Plenipotentiary, but 
many respects preferable that llia matter sli.iuld he 
regulated by reciprocal legislation. Documents 

laid before yon showing th» terms wl.icti the 
British Government is willing to offer, and the 
measures which it may adopt, if ioM arrange­
ment upon this subject shall not be made. 

From the accompanying copy of a note from the 
British Legation at Washington, and the reply ot 
the Department of State thereto, it will appear 
lhat her Britanic Majeaty'a (Government i, de.Ir-
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to defray the expense thereof on the part of the 
United States. Your attention to this subject is 

&nd a pr0per appr"pr"lliün 
A convention for the adjustment of claim« of 

citizens of the United States against Portugal has 
been concluded, and the ratifications have been 
e changed. The first instalment of the amount to 
be paid by Portugal fell due on the 20th of Septem­
ber last, and has been paid. 
. The President of the French Republic, accord­
ing to the provisions of the convention, has been 
elected as arbiter in the case of the General Arm* 
, r2nf » fod has signified that he accepts the trust 
and the hie h satisfaction he feels in aciing as the 
common friend of two nations, with which France 
is united by sentiments of sincere and lasting 
amity. B 

The Turkish Government has expressed its 
thanks for the kind reception given to the Sultan's 
agent. Amin Bey, on the occasion of his recent 
visit to the United States. On the 28th of Feb­
ruary last a dispatch was addressed by the Secre­
tary to Mr. Marsh, the American Ministerat Con­
stantinople instructing him to ask of the Turkish 
Government permission for the Hungarians, then 
imprisoned within the dominions of the Sublime 
Porte to this country. On the 3d of March last 
both Houses of Congress passed a resolution re­
questing the President to authorize the employ-

°£-a Pub'ic ves*eJ to convey to this country 
<rp'"s tv°ssuth end his associates iu captivity. 
I he instruction above referred to was complied 

with, and the Turkish Government having released 
Governor Kossuth and his companions from prison, 
on the 10th of September last they embarked on 
board ot the U. S. steam-frigate Mississippi,which 
was selected to carry into effect the resolution of 
Congress. Governor Kossuth left the Mississippi 
at Gibraltar, for the purpose of making a visit to 
England, and may shortly be "expected in New 
York. By communications to the Department of 
Mate he has expressed his grateful acknowledg­
ments for the interposition of thisGovernment in 
behalf of himself and his associates. This country 
has been justly regarded as a safe asylum for those 
whom political events have exiled from their own 
homes in Europe ; and it is recommended to Con­
gress to consider in what manner Governor Kos-
suth and his companions, brought hither by its 
authority, shall be received and treated. 

It is earnestly to be hoped that the differences 
which have for some time past been pending be­
tween the government of the French republic and 
that of the Sandwich Islands may be peaceably 
and durably adjusted, so as to secure the inde­
pendence of those islands. Long before the events 
which have ol late imparted so much importance 
to the possessions of the United States on the Pa­
cific, we acknowledged the independence of the 
Hawaiian Government. This Government was 
first m taking that step, and several of the leading 
powers of Europe immediately followed. We 
were influenced in this measure by the existing 
and prospective importance of the islands a place 
of refuge and refreshment for our vessels engaged 
in the whale fishery, and by the consideration that 
they lie in the course of the great trade which 
must, at no distant day, be carried on between 
the western coast of Noith Amerloa and Eastern 
Asia. 

• I^J were a'i0 influenced by a desire that those 
islands should not pass under the oontrol of any 
other great maritime state, but should remain in 
an independent condition, and so be accessible and 
uselul to the commerce of all nations. I need not 
say that the importance of these considéra-ions 
has been greatly enhanced by the sudden and vast 
development which the interests of the United 
States have attained in California and Oregon; and 
the policy heretofore adopted in regard to those 
islands will be steadily pursued: 

It is gratifying, not only to those who consider 
the commercial interests of nations, but also to all 
who favor Ihe progress af knowledge and the dif­
fusion of religion, to #ee a community emerge from 
a savage state and attain such a degree of civiliia-
tion in those distant seas. 

It is much to be deplored that the internal tran-
qutlity of the Mexican republic should again be se 
riously disturbed ; for, since the peace between 
that republic and the U. States, it has enjoyed such 
comparative repose that the most favorable antici­
pations lor the future might, with a degree of confi­
dence, have been indulged. These, however, have 
been thwarted by the recent outbreak in theStateof 
Tamaulipas, on the right bank of the Rio Bravo' 
Having received information that persons from the 
United States had taken part in the insurrection, 
and apprehending that their example might be fol­
lowed by others, I caused orders to be issued for 
the purpose of preventing any hostile expeditions 
against Mexico from being set on foot in violation 
of the latvs of the United States. 1 likewise is­
sued a proclamation upon ihe subject, a copy of 
which is herewith laid before you. This appeared 
to be rendered imperative by the obligations of 
treaties and the general duties of good neigh­
borhood. 

In my last annual message I informed Congress 
lhat citizens of the United Slates had undertaken 
the connexion of the two oceans by means of a 
railroad across the Isthmus of Tehuanlefiec, under 
a grant of the Mexican Government to a citizen of 
that republic ; and that this enterprise would 
probably be prosecuted with energy whenever 
Mexico should consent to such stipulations with 
the Government of the United States as should im­
part a feeling of security to those who should invest 
their property in the enterprise. 

A convention between the two Governments for 
the accomplishment of that end has been ratified 
by this Government, and only awaits the decision 
of the Congress and the Executive of that republic. 

Some unexpected difficulties and delays have 
arisen in the ratification of that convention by 
Mexico, but it is presumed that her decision will 
be governed by just and enlightened views, as 
well of ihe general importance of the subject, as 
of her own interests and obligations. 

In negotiating upon this important subject, this 
Government has had in view one, and only one, 
object. That object has beeu, and is, the construc­
tion or attainment of a passage from oceantoocean, 
the shortest and the best lor travelers and merchan­
dise, and equally open to all the world. It has 
sought to obtain no territorial acquisition, nor any 
advantages peculiar to itself : and it would see, 
with the greatest regret, that Mexico should oppost; 
any obstacle to the accomplishment of an enter­
prise which promises so much convenience to the 
whole commercial world, aud such eminent advan­
tages to Mexico herself. Impressed with these 
sentiments and these convictions, the Government 
will continue to exert all proper efforts to bring 
about the necessary arrangement with the "Repub­
lic of Mexico, for the speedy completion of the 
work. 

For some months past the Republic of Nicara­
gua has been the theatre of one of those civil con­
cisions, from which the cause of free institutions, 
nd the general prosperity and social progress of 

the States of Central America, have so often and 
so severely suffered. Until quiet shall have been 
restored, and a Government apparently stable shall 
have been organized, no advance can prudently be 
made in disposing of the questions pending be­
tween the two counlies. 

happy to announce that an inter-oceanic 
communication from the mouth of the San Juan to 
the Pacific has been so far accomplished as that 
pissengers have actually traversed it and merchan­
dise has been transported over it; and wheu the 
canal shall have been completed, according to the 
original plan, the means of communication will be 
further improved. 

understood that a considerable part of the 
railroad across the Isthmus of Panama has been 
completed, and that the mail and pa»asugers will 

future be conveyed thereon. 
Whichever of the several routes between the 

two oceans may ultimately prove most eligible for 
travelers to and from the United States on the 
on the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, and our coast 
on the Pacific, there is little reason to doubt that 
all of them will be useful to the public, and will 
liberally reward that individual enterprise by which 
alone they have been or are expected to be carried 
into effect. 

Peace has been concluded between the contend­
ing parties in the Island of St. Domingo, and it is 
hoped upon a durable basis. Such is the extçut of 
our commercial relations with that island, that the 
United States cannot fail to feel a strong interest in 
its tranquility. 

The office of Commissioner to China remains 
unfilled; several persons have been appointed, and 
the place has been offered to others, all of whom 
have declined its acceptance, on the ground of the* 
inadequacy of the compensation. The annual 
allowance by law is six thousaud dollars, and there 
is no provision for any outfit. I earnest recom­
mend the consideration of this subject to Congress. 
Our commerce with China is highly important, 
and is becoming more and more so, in conseqnence 
of the increasing intercourse between our ports on 
the Pacifio coast and Eastern Asia. China is 
understood to be a country in which living is very 
expensive, and I know of no reason why the 
American Commissioner sent thither should not be 

placed, in regard to compensation, on an equal foot-
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By reference to the report of the Secretary of the 

Treaaiiry, it will be seen that the aggregate re-
Q7QPc-T L® ?*' fi,cal y«ai amounted to $52,312,-
ol ,h I1 ,Wr ? ' ",e b*lance in ,he 'Treasury 
on the lat July, 1830, gave, as the available mean, 
for the year, the sum ot $38,917,324 38 
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Since (he lit December la,t the payments in 
cash on account of the pub'ic debt, eiclnsive o( in­
terest, have amounted to $7,.301,43# 56 which 
however, includes the sum ol $3,242 400 paid uni 
der the 12th article of the treaty with Meiico, and 
the further sum of $2,391,213^5, being the amount 
of awards to American citizen, unoer the late treaty 
with Meiieo, for which the i,.ue .f stock was 

Treasury wl"ch w" Pa'd io caah from the 

The public debt on the 20th ultimo, „elusive of 
the stock authorized to be issued to '[>,», by the 
act of 9th September, 1830, was $62,580 393 26 

The receipt, for the nezt fiscal year are esii-
mated at $.>1,800,000, which, with the probable 
Unappropriated ba.ance m the Treasury, on the 
30th June next, will g„e, as the probable available 
mean» for that year, the sum of $63,258,743 06. 

It has been deemed proper, in view of the laroe 
expenditures consequuent upon the acquisition of 
territory from Mexico, lhat the estimait, for the 
next fiscal year should te laid before Congre» io 
such manner as to distinguish the expenditures KO 
required from the otherwise ordinary demnacs 
upon the Treasury. 

The total expenditure, for the next fiscal year 
are estimated at $42,892,299 19, of which there is 
required for the ordinary purpose, of the GoYern-
ment, other than those consequent upon the acqui­
sition of our new territories, and deducting the 

.im^'?o«n,mCOttn! "/""L
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*33,343,198 08; and for the purpose, connected 
^,or ""lirecHywith tho^ territolies, and in 

the fulfilment of the obligation, of the Govern­
ment, contracted in consequence of their acquisi­
tion, the sum of $9,549,101 11. 

if the view, of the Secretaryof the Treasury in 
reference to the expenditure required for the.e ter­
ritories shall be met by corresponding action on 
the part ol Congress, and appropriations made in 
accordance therewith, there will be an estimated 
unappropriated balance in the Treasury on the 30;h 
June, 18d3, of $20,366,443 90, wherewith to meet 
that portion of the public debt due on the lit Julv 
following, amounting to $6,237,931 33, aa well as 
any appropriation, which may be made beyond the 
estimates. 

Iu thus referring to the estimated expenditures on 
account of our newly acquired territories, I may 
express the hope that Congress will concur wi,L 
me in the desire lhat a liberal course of policy nn.y 
be pursued towards them, and that every obliga­
tion, expremed or implied, entered into in consé­
quente of their acquniuon.ahall be fulfilled by the 
H"*! liberal appropriation! for that purpose 

The value of our domenic export, for the last 
fiscal year, as compared with those of the previous 
year, exhibit an increase of $43,646,322. At first 
view, this condition of our trade with foreign na­
tions, would seem to present the most (Unering 
hopes of its future prosperity. An examination ol 
the detail, of oui exports, however, will show that 
the increaied value of our exporti for the last fiscal 
year is to be found in the high price of cotton which 
prevailed during the first half of that year, which 
price has since declined about one-half. 

The value of our exports of breadstuff, and pro-
vuions, which it was supptMed the incentive of a 
low tariff and large importations from abroad would 
have greatly augmented, has fallen Iroin $68 701.-

,'?.1847- 10 »26.051,373 in 1850, andto $21, 
948,651 in 1851, with a strung probability, amount­
ing almost to a certainty, of a still further reduc­
tion in the current year. 

The aggregate values of rice exported during the 
last fiical year, as compared with the previous year, 
alio exhibit a decrease amounting to $460,917 
which, with a decline in the values of the eitwits 
of tobacco for the same period, make the aggregate 
decrease in these two articles of $1,156,751. 

The policy which dictated a low rate of duties 
on foreign merchandise, it was thought, by those 
who promoted and established it, would tend io 
benefit the farming population of this country by 
increasing the demand aud raising the price of ag 
ncultural products in foreign markets. 

The foregoing fact,, however, teem to ,how in-
i oulestibly thai no such result has followed the 
adoption ol this policy. On ttie contrary, nolwiih-
standing the repeal of ihe restrictive corn laws in 
England, the foreign demand for the producis ol 
the American farmer has steadily declined, since 
the short crops and consequent famine in a portion 
Of Europe have baen happily replaced by full crops 
and comparative abundance of food. 

It will be seen, by recurring to the commefcial 
statistics for the pist year, that the value of our 
domestic exports has been increased in the single 
item of raw cotton by $40,000,000 over the valu« 
of that export for the year preceding. This is not 
due to any increased general demand for that arti­
cle, but to the short crop of the preceding year, 
winch created an increased demand and an aug -
mented price for the crop of last year. Should 
the cjtton crop now going forward to market be 
o^iiy equal in quantity to that of the year prece­
ding, *and be sold at the present prices, then there 
would be a falling off in the value of our exports for 
the present fiscal year of at least $40,000,000 coin-
pared with the amount exported for the year end­
ing 30th June, 1851. 

The production of gold in California for the past 
year seeins to promise a large supply of that metal 
from that quarter for some time to come. This 
large and annual increase of the currency of the 
world must be attended with its usual results. 
These have been already partidlly disclosed in the 
enhancement of prices and a rising spirit of spec­
ulation and adventure, tending to overtrading, us 
well at home as abroad. Unless some salutary 
check shall be given to these tendencies, it is to 
be feared that importations of foreign goods be­
yond a healthy demand in this country will lead to 
a sudden drain ot the precious metals from us, 
bringing with it, as it has done in former times, 
the most disastrous consequences to the busiuess 
and capital of the American people. 

l'he exports of specie to liquidate our foreign 
debt, during the past fiscal year have been $'24.-
263,979 over the amount of specie imported. The 
exports of specie during the first quarter cf the 
present fiscal year have been $14,651,827. Should 
specie continue to be exported at this rate for the 
remaining three-quarters of this year, it will drain 
from our metallic currency during the year end­
ing 30th June, 1852, the enormous amount of $58,-
607,308. 

In the present prosperous condition of the na 
tional finances, it will become the duty of Con­
gress to consider the best mode of paying off the 
public debt. If ihe present aud anticipated sur 
plus in the Treasury should not be absorbed by ap­
propriations of an extraordinary character, this 

n plus chould be employed in sifch way, and under 
_jcti restrictions as Congress may. enact, in extm 
guishing ihe outstanding debt of die nation. 

By reference to the act of Congress approved 9th 
September, 1850, it will be seen that, in consldeia-
tion of certain concessions by the Slate of Texas, it 
is provided lhat the 44 Uniied States shall piy to 
the State of Texas the sum of ten millions of dol­
lars, in a stock bearing five per cent, interest, and 
redeemable at ihe end of fourteeu years, the inter­
est payable half yearly, at the Treasury of iha 
United States." 

In ihe same section of the law it is further pro­
vided, 44 iliat no more than five millions of s id 
stock shall be issued until ihe creditors of ihe Su. te 
holding bonds and other certificates of stock of 
Texas, for which duties on imports were spec» ly 
pledged, shall first file at t e Treasury of the J. 
States releases of all claims against the Uuii d 
States, for or on account of said bonds or cer i-
cates, in such form as shall be prescribed by t-.e 
Secretary of the Treasury, and approved by ue 
President of the United Slates." 

The form of release thus provided for has 1 n 
prescrined by the Secretaryof the Treasury, id 
approved. It has been published in all iha lea*. 
newspapers in the commercial cities of ihe Ut d 
States, and all person* hohting claims of the I id 
spécifié«! in the foregoing proviso, were require to 
file their release (HI tue form thus presetibe. in 
the Trt a»ury of tiie United State*, on or before e 
1st day of October, 1851. Although this pub a-
tion has l>een continued from the 25th *da of 
March, 1851, yet up to ihe l«t of October last rn-
paraiivaly lew releases had beeu filed by the i ed­
itors of Texas. 

The authorities of ihe State of Texas, at ti - re­
quest of the Secretary of the Treasury, hav fur­
nished a schedule of the public debt of that taie 
created prior to her admission into the Union, with 
a copy of the laws under which each elas was 
contracted. 

I have, from the documents lurnished by the 
State of Texas, determined the classes of claims 

of th« art "/J""'*—',nt I*" within the provision« 
n- îf; of lh|- 9 h H-pt. mb-r, 1891. 

' informed of th* arcepianc* 
by Texas of th, prnpo.it,on, . ontained in ihe M, 
referred to I cased the .tock to h. prepared JÎÛÎ 

tionallv ^ ÎT ","rd unc™""-
the hMay nf"j •>." ;• V- ' 
time ready to h, , % , , .. Siale of T-xa,. 
rhe authorities o, I tas, op t. the praaent time 
nave not authorized any one 10 receive this ,tock* 
and it remains in the Treasury D* pariment, subject 
to the order of Texas. J 

. T h e  r e l e a s e s ,  r e q u i r e d  by law to ba depeeiMd ia 
the Treasury, not ba«ia( baea filed there, the re­
maining life milliOM kam, aat been iaaa.d. Thie 
Jait amount of the aloak will ba withheld fna 
I exa, until the ceaditioae lipon whieh it ii to be 

fiT'.*«*! ,hlll
1 ̂  complied with by the créditera of 

that State, unleu Congresa shall otherwise direct 
ny a modification of the law. 

f„li2 "7 ur" ""."î1 ""•"H'' to wlsith I reepect-
y stated briely thereaaon, whieli induead 

me to recommend a modification of the preMnt 
tariff, by convening the ad valorem Into a spécifie 

ch.ràcT 7',h* lrt!cle imP°"e<l wa, of such a 
character a, to permit it, aad that ,uch a discrimi­
nation should be made, ia favor of the industrid 
pursuits of our own country, aa to eoeonrage how 
production without excludteg foreign com^odoaT 

the numerous frauds which cootinœ to be orae. 
tised upon the revenue, by false invoices and undaT. 
valuations, constitute aa oaaoawerable reason to, 
adopting specific instead of ad vaolrem duties iaaii 
cases where the nature of the commodity doee not 
ïîn'k * 1 j,k,ng illustration of theae fraude 
Will be exhibited in the Report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, showing the custem-hoose valuation 
of articles imported under a formet law aubieet la 
specific duties, when there was ao iaducement to 
undervalue! on, and the custom-house valuatioaaof 
the same artieiee, under the preeeat system of ad 
valorem dauea, so greatly ladaeed aa to leave no 
doubt of the existence ai the moat lagraat abasee 
under the existing law.. Thie practical evasion ol 
the present law, combined with the laaeuiehiaa 
condition of some of the greet intereete of theooa«! 
try, caused hy over importations and eeaaeaneat 
depressed prices, and with the faiiare of obtamiaa 
a foreign market for our increasing aurpin, of 
breadstu ff, and provision,, has induced me again 
to recommend a moditicationof the existing tariff. 

The report of i he Secretary of the Interior, which 
accompanies this communication, «ill present a 
pondensed statement of tlie operations of that im­
portant department of the Government. 

It will be seen lhat the cash saloe of ibe public 
and. exceed thoee of the preceding year, and that 
there is reason to anticipate a still farther increasa, 
notwithstanding the large donations which have 
been made to many of the Stale«, and ihe liberal 
grants to individuals an a renard fur militarrsB,-
vices. This fact furniahes »ery gratify!,,f evi­
dence of the growing wealth and prospe.-ity of out 
country. 

Suitable measures have been adopted for com-
meocingibe sane, of the public hwds in Califor­
nia ana-Oregon. Surveying parties have been or-
ganiïed, and «me progress baa been made in ee-
labliehing the principal base and meridian lines. 
But further legislation and additional appropria­
tions will be necessary before the propereabdivie-
tons car, be made, and the general land system ex-
tended over those remote pan. of oar terrttory. 

Un i he 3d of March last an act was passed pro­
viding for the appointment of three coounissionen 
te settle private land claims in California. Thraa 
persons were immediately appointed, all of whoa, 
however, declined accepting the office, is conse­
quence of ihe inadequacy of |ha compensatio». 
Others were promptly selected, who, for (be same 
reason, also declined ; and it was-net «util iaie in 
the season that the services o^ saitable persons 
could be secured. A majority of itm commission-
er, convened, in this eity, on the 10th of Septem­
ber last, when detailed inilmctiofis were given to 
Ihern in regard to their duties. Thtftr fini meeting 
for ihe transaction of businen will 'be held in San 
Francisco on the 8th day of the pMhent month. 

1 have thought it proper to refcr'to these facts, 
not only to explain the causes of the delay in fill­
ing the commission, but to call y uur attention Io 
the propriety of increasing the compensation of the 
commissioner,. The office is one of great labor 
and responsibility, and the com pensai loci should 
be such as to command men of a high order of tal-
en« and the most unqnes ionable integrity. 

The proper disposal of the mineml lands nf --V «jamtAjBai ui me uiincmi ianas ot Cali­
fornia is a subject surrounded bf gieat difficulties. 
In my last annual message I lemimmiiinlud the 
survey and sale of them in small aaicels, under 
such restrictions as would effectually guard against 
monopoly and rffieeulation. Bot upon further in­
formation, and in deference to the opinions of 
persons familiar with the subject, I am inclined to 
change that recommendation, and to advice that 
ihey be permitted to remain, as at present, a 
common field, open to the enterprise and industry 
of all our cmaens, until further, experience shall 
have developed the best policy to be ultimately 
udopted in regard to them. It is safer to sufler the 
inconveniencies that now exist, for a short period, 
than, by premature legislation, to fasten on the 
country a system founded in error, which may 
place the whole subject beyond the future control 
of Congress. 

The agricultural lands should, however, be sur­
veyed and brought into market with as little delay 
as possible, that the titles may become settled, and 
-the inhabitants stimulated to make permanent im­
provements, and enter on the ordinary pursuits of 
life. To effect these objects it is desirable that the 
necessary provision be made by law for the eetab-
lishment of land offices ia California aad Oregon, 
and for the efficient prosecution o( the surveye at 
an early day. 

Some difficulties have occurred m organising tho 
Territorial Governments of New Bieaieo and Utah; 
and, when more accurate information shall be ob­
tained of the causes, a further communication will 
be made on that subject. 

In my last annual communication to Congress I 
recommended the establishment of an Agricultural 
Bureau, and I take this occasion Ugaia to invoke 
your favorable consideration of the subject. 

Agriculture may justly be regsrded as the great 
interest of our peoDle. Four-fifths of our active 
population are employed in the cultivation of the 
soil, and the rapid expansion of our settlements 
over neW territory is daily adding to the number of 
those engaged in that vocation. Justice and sound 
policy, therefore, alike require that the Government 
should use all the means authorised by the Consti­
tution to promote the interests and welfare of that 
important class of our feilow-eitisens. And yet U 
is a singular fact that, whilst the manufacturing 
and commercial interests have engaged the atten­
tion 04 Congress during a large portion of every 
session, and our statutes abound in provisions for 
their protection and encouragement, little has yet 
been done directly for the advancement of agricul­
ture. It is time that this reproach to our legislation 
should be removed ; and I sincerely hope that tho 
present Congress will not close their labors without 
adopting efficient means to supply the omissions of 
those who have preceded them. 

An Agricultural Bureau, charged with the duty 
of collecting and disseminating correct information 
as to the best mode of cultivation^ and of the most 
effectual means of preserving aad restoring the 
fertility of ihe soil, and of preserving and distribut­
ing seeds and plants, and other vegetable produc­
tions, with instruction^ in regard 10 the soil, cli­
mate, and treatment brst adapted to their growth, 
could not fail to be, in the languasa of Washing­
ton, in his lust annual message te Congress, a 
" very cheap instrument, of immense national ben­
efit." 

Regarding the act of Congress approved 88ih of 
September, lor granting bounty 1 tnds to persons 
who had been engaged in the military service of 
the country, as a great measure of naiional justice 
and munificence, au anxious desire has been felt, 
by the officers entrusted with ite no med a e execu­
tion, to give prompt effect to its provisions. All 
the means within their control were, therefoio, 
brought into requisition to expedite the adjudica­
tion of claims, and I am gratified to be aMe to state 
that near one hundred thousand applications bave 
been considered, and aboui seventy thousand war­
rants issued within the short space of nine months. 
If adequate provision be made by law to ca-. v into 
effect the recommendations of the Departme it ia 
confidently expected that, before the close < i the 
next fiscal year, all who are entitled to the benefits 
of the act will have received iheir warrants. 

The Secretary of the Interior has suggested t 
his report various amendments ef the laws re! 
to pensions and bounty lands, for the purpose J,' 
more effectually guarding against abuse and 1 4<idir 
on the Government, to all of whirh I invite y«>ut 
particular attention. 

The large accessions to our Indian population 
consequent upon the acquisitum st N Mexico 
aud California, and the extenaiuit • .«eats 
into Utah and Oregon, have given inter-
e*U-and metance to our «rela 'h tho 
aboriginal racs. 

No material change has taken plh 
last year, ip the condition and \, 
Indian tribes who reside in the uur 
ritory and west of the Missisatpp 
at peace with all of them; ami 
of pleasure to you to I« * 1 that : 

[Concluded on fourth » 
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