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COVINOTON. LA.:

Mr. J. IL Thomps^ delegate to
the Cusrtitutiuwsl Convenotionr fromr
this parish. ha planed as under
obligation wr Lite papers

8ecretaz Lid'ssry ill retire
fauna the~ War Drpsuquusl in Sep-
tember nest, to take a judicial pau-
tiro

The legislative, executive and
judicial bib will probably be sent io
to• President to-day. It is gena-
, tally believed that a veto message
is already prepaedl, holding teat
Unitel States suapervisiors and dep-
uty marshals are neessary to in-
wsre free elections.

W. H. Webb and Cyrus W. Field
have been appoints d, by the New

York Chamber of Commerce, as
delegtes to the Paris covtetiou to
eutidesr the various projects for an

inter-ooeanic canal across the Isth-
mun of Panama. They sailed for

Earupe on Thursday adsn

Hon. . W. oberteon, member
of Congrew from this District, has
a Naval (adetsaip at his disposal.
which be propuros to present to the

caadidate who succeeds at a coin-

petitive esarination to be held in

Beton Rouge. June 10, 1879. All
tau applioants must reside in this

(the i•ith) U(ngresnsiona District.

be between the ages of 14 and 18,
and haee testimoninls of good moral

Captain Walker, of the steamer
A ita, wil plue assept our tha ks
fur appreciated favors during the
pas week.

- -- ,

Tbhe Smate Cu•nmitte on Privi-
usd g n setisns has called on

)N(as. Spsurd and Kellogg for
RtloramatI as to the points each
expect to preve, and the number of

witas e they desire on each point.
Mr. Spard Jand his friends con-
,dJer the • oatluk favorable.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

An unusual number of public eze-
cutions have occurred lately. Per-
haps hanging is the most effective
means that could Ib devised for the

suppression of murder and other
heinous crimes which occasionally
shock the public in various portions
of our country. It is not our pur-
pose in this article either to ap-
prove or condemn the method
adopted for the infliction of the
death penalty; but the almost uni-
versal bungling manner in which
this method is carriednmt, is a dis-
grace to our civilisation, and calls
for public condemnation. When an
unfortunate creature is condemned
to suffer death for his crimes, it is
not generally understood that he is
to be tortured to death. Yet in the
dark ages, when men were placed
on the rack, broken on the wheel,
turned over to the tender mercies of
wild beaste, or stoned to death in
the streets, we venture to say that
their sufferings were no greater.
neither did they hiat any longer,
than were those of the several vie-
tims who have been executed re-
oently in our own and other States.

:n the usually quiet town of
Plaquemine, parish of Iberville,
Robert Cueney, who doubtless de-
served the death penalty, was hung
on the 16th anst. In this case the
drop, an falling, struck at an angle
against one of the uprights, affird-
ing a foothold for Cheny., who in-
stinctivety placed his feet upon it
and struggled to keep them in that
position. A cry of horror arose
from the crowd, calling back the fie-
ing hangmen, who removed the
board. Tue fall being thus broken,
Cheney's neck did not yield to the
strain. He struggled desperately,
twisting and contorting in all the
agony of a slow death by 5a4n0sation.

In Hidilborou, N. C., on the same
day, Henry Davis, (white,) Henry
Andrews, (white,) and Lewis Carle-
ton, (colored,) were hung. Ac-
eounts say the hanging was "badly
botched up." The ropes around the
necks of Davis and Carleton were
too long, and their feet rested on
the ground. They were raised agis
rad the ropes relied, causing death
from strangulation.

In Boonville, Mo., also on the
same day. John West was executed.
At a signal the trap was sprung.
and as he swung off the rope broke
and he fell to the ground in a half
dead conditon. He was taken Ulp
too weak to speak, but uttering a
sound sickening to bear. He was
taken to the scaffold and held up
by four men till the uoMse was
again adjubted, and he was swung
off a second time and died in eleven
miuutea.

'lue above instances show how
our publc executonsU are conduct-
ed. as a general rule, the exceptions

iriug of very rare occurreuce; and
Uhewe diargm tul scenes are not cu•-

tined to any particular State, but
occur, at one tna• or anuolhe, in

all States that- have adopted the
deatu penalty.

We are not aware of the peculiar
advantages claimed for hanging,
over "other methods of execution,
but probably one of the objects
which reconmnended it was the

apparest treedom from torture and
lingering death which it was sp-
posed to insure. Perhaps a well-
conducted hanging accomplishes
this; but in at least nine cases out
of ten, the disgraceful bungling of a
careless, inexperienced, nervous,
half-frightened executioner, .akes
a mockery of the custom, and brings
digrace upon a country whose laws
render such barbarous exhibitions
possible.

If the death penalty is to be con-
tinued in Louisiana, ulder the new
Constitution, we., suggest that itj
might be amrisable to provide for a
public executhoner. who shall be re-
quired to thoroughly understand
the modua operandi of the hangman, I
according to scientific principles.
If a man is sentenced to the Peni-
tentiary, the State provides for his

ouulinement; then if a man is con-
-demued to die, why should not the
State provide a ailsble and com-
pt'esd officer to conduct the execa-
uou? A man who is to suffer the
death penalty, certainly has a right
to expect that the sentence will be
inteltigently executed by one who
'understands his business." Other-
wise, let the law expruessly declare
that he shall be "slowly strangled
and tortured to death."

If every State in the Union which
has adopted the death penalty
would give this subject proper at-
tention, there woud be an end to
public executions noted principally
for their bungling bhangin, horri-
fied spetators and horribly tor-
tured victims,

Tax Coosvunxm:-Monday-The
apportionment ordinance, as re-

ported by the eomaittee, was adopt-
ed. It continues in force, until
1890, the preseut apportionment of
the State, and provides for a new
apportionment every ten years
thereafter. A resolution was adopt-
ed declaring that the Convention
has no intention of taking any ac-
tiou calculated to iunuruce the col-
leation of taxes or licensm for the
present sear. The balance of the
day was spent in considering the
report of time commnittee on limiting
the powers of the Legislature.

Tuesday-The Convention was
engaged with the report of the
Committee on Limitations. A num-
ber of articles were adopted, and
others sent back to the comanittee
or referred to other committees.

Wedeesday-The Committee on
Military presented a report, which
was ordered printed. 'he day was
then consumed in eunnidering the
contested election case of !iivet vs.
Augustin, from the Fifth Ward,
Parish of Orleans. After a very
animated discussion, a new election
was ordered.

-- 3

New York has received the firt
barrel of flour of the wheat crop ou

i1l79. The wheat was grown in
autter county, Oeurlija. It was
received at the Prodiuce Exchange
from Americus, Uieorgia, an is to
be aoid for twe beuetiL of a church
an tuat town. The grain was cut
April 30, and threshed and ground

May 2.

A bill has been introduced in
Congress providing for the estab-
timniment of a uumuer of dead-letter

Svtlicea thruughuut tiae country.

Contributors' Column.
ising to ehe Uspic ef ar iety to

this depriment, we initue etributioa.
from our readers in ali podtia. of thb
pariah. on l subjmet ranging from
garave to pgay. seuf or humoros.

We am not return rejected maerip.
The rel nme of the author must -

variably accompany coatributions.
Address: Editor Fauesa. Coringlo,

La.-
EDITORIALS.

EDrIro Sr. Tammar FAms:
Please be kind enough to read

this letter before you toes it into
that capacious basket under the
table, which I have no doubt has
been the tomb of many a sheet of
foolscap. The reason I ask von to
read it is that you might possibly be
startled at the heading, and think
that Aunt Tammany would wish to
usurp the privileges of the sancl um
aetorurm, and give the intelligent
readers of our bright little Fau-ma
an editorial. She leaves that to the
able hands that are atpresentsteer-
ing the little bark safely among the
breakers, and hopes that the eye of
the helmsman may be steadily fixed
on the "lights along the s!ar-,"
which lights are the beacons of suc-
cess that loom up in the pathway of
every honest and well-conducted
elterprise. And, en pOassat, I
would say, may these lights, in the
way of subscriptions for the FANMNR,
often cheer all the occupants of the
printing ofice; and when the last

type is "distributed," and the "form
locked up" for aye, may they see,
far away on the headlands of the
other shore, the "lights that never
grow dim."

What a long digression! I began
about editoriali, or the "leading
article." I was trying to trace up
the beginning of them, and thought
some of your readers might also be
a little interested. When the dici-
ples of faust and Guttenburg irst
started newspapers, they were meae
papers only, and everybody wanted
the news, and nothing but the news.
But often, in the early history of
the press, (as is sometimes the case
in these latter days,) the "mails"
failed to arrive, and per coune-
quene, there was a dearth of the
very thing the people wanted most,
the "news." If there had been no
highway robberies, no riots, no
wonderful phenomena, in or around
the town, then the man in the "easy
chair" was rather "uneasy." He
most supply the lack of intelligemne.
Then anme the tog of war perhaps
to soene, who had before did noth-
ing but use the "saciw.or," or call
for "more copy." But it required
brainsin those days, as well as in
these, to get up a good paper, and
the brains were there, sand the head
man in the office sat down to write
a "leading article," or editorial. We
can imagine the surprise of the ai
toniabed villagers, when they open-
ed their "'news" papers some fine
morning about two hundred years
ago, and found, instead of a page of
"'news items," a long, prosy article
on "The Situation," or "What a
Printer knows al.out Farming.'
Whatever their thoughts were, the
custom bas been bhanded down from
one generation to another, and now
a newspaper without a "leading
article" i. not often seen, thus
proving the old adage true. that
"necessity is the mother of inven-

tion,"-and on might well add,
the 'father of editorials."

Aunt T.aurm r

FoR na Fhsa. J
THE FARMER -

Who Pre among the happiest sad
most upright of our land, bat th
honest, ard-working .farmae I
is refreshing to se their genial,
merry faces, as they bid you a eor-
dial welcome to the best their table
afords. No grudging or inbos-
pitality is ever shown to the tir -

hungry traveler, by our true faSper.
He has a thousand traits which ar
noble and serve to light -his
character. He is hones and tiin-
cere, free from vanity and pride--
except the honest pride he may
feel in knowing that he is independ-
ent, through his own industry.

IEver kin: and obliging, he is-ill-
ing to assist anyone in a iction and
distress. When oe of his neigh-
bors needs assistance in his duily

labor, it is freely given, without
thought or wish of recompense.
Thus they mutually assist each
other, and follow the "golden rule."

As a general thing, the farmer is
never guilty of a low action-does
not deal in cunning or over-reach-
ing. His dealings are generally
honest and ul r.ght True, pure,
religious principles seem to be his
guide in all his ways.

Visit our farmer in his nest eaon-
fortable home, acquired by the hum
eat laborof his hands Obserte t
thrift and management of his hoaue.
hold; the evidences of prosperity in
his well-cultivated elds; his fue
horses, cattle and sheep, his well-
filled corn-cribs, etc.; look at the
rosy cheeks and smiling faces of his
children, and be convineed that
true happiness is found in our
farmer's cottage. M.

'hurags. Is.. jh !a assa.

The reeant trobles among t he
operatives isn ome of the Northern
eCttn factories, notably those of
Fall River, have turned attention to
our "outhern factories, mad the
eyes of maany of the Easers people
have been opened to the feet that

ottoon can be asnubtsredlinore
economically at the South than at
Providence or Fall River. The
Boston eurl, in stating that aince
the war 188 factories have bees
erected in the South, says: "This

is the opportunity for the South.
Let principles of economy be ub-
served in State and atnicipal ehv
ernment; let capitalists be assured
that they will not be burdened ,by
enormous taxes; let law and ..
prevail as in New Englad, apd
the*~ is no reason why the regio
whe•• sotton grouw at the factory

Iddoo where the rivers turn the mill
wheis, and the adjment fids L• -
nish the operatives with the st of
life, cannot compoete susghlly
with the trritory eat of the Had-
son, which brings its cottosa thos
Iand miles for aprasniS. , boys
its fuel five hundred milel away,
and transports the food of its la-
borers halfway serom the eontinent
The outlook in the Southern States
is hopeful, sad they muis
great future before them."

SWheat arvesting has omm
Sis souther. Tess.


