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COVINGTOUN, LA.:
Saturday, May 24, 1879.

I IIIIIEE——

Mr. J. M. Thompson, delegate to
the Constitutivual Counvention from
this parish, bas plsced uw under
vbligativns for lute papers.

——— i ——

Secretary McUrary will retire
from the Wur Departent in Sep-
tomber next, to tuke a judicial pom-

tion.
—— el —— f—

The legislative, execative and
judicial bili will probably be sent jo
tue President to-day. I is gen-
¢ cally believed that a veto message
is already prepared, hoiding tuut
Uaited States supervisiors und dep-
uty marshuls are necessary to in-

sure free elections.
T e et ——

W. H. Webb and Cyrus W. Field
havs been nppointid, by the New
York Chamber of Commerce, as
delegates 1o the Puris covention to
consider the various projects for un
inter-oceunic canal ucross the Isth-
mus of Pavnma. They sailed for
Eurupe vt Thursday lust

e e

Houn. E. W. Robertson, member
of Cougress from this District, has
a Naval Cadetship at hia disposal.
which be propuses to present to the
eandidate who succeeds at a com-
petitive examiuntion to be held in
Baton Rouyge, June 10, 1879. All
tuw applicunts wust reside in this
{the Sixth) Congressional District,
be butween the ages of 14 sud 18,
and have testimoniuls of good moral |

charactur.
e ——————

Cuptain Walker, of the steamer
Abita, will please accept our thanks
for appreciuted favors during the
past wosk.

—

The Sunats Comwittes on Privi- |

Jeges sud Elections bas called on
Mosare. Spufford and Kellogg for
information as to the points each
expect to prove, sud the number of
witnosses they desire on each point,
Mr. Spofford and bis friends con-
pidor the vadouk fuvorabla

|

m'ﬁ.ou the ruck, broken on the wheel,

30,
4000 | turned over to the tender mercies of i
N

Cheuney's neck did not yield to the

ond the ropes retied, causing death

ed, as & geueral rule, the exceptivus

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

An nuusual number of public exe-
cutions have oceurred lately. Per-
haps Langing is the most effective
means that could be devised for the
suppression of murder and other
heinons crimes which oecasionally
shock the public in various portions
of our evuntry. It is not our pur-
pose in this urticle either to sp-
prove or eondewn the wethod
sdopted for the iofliction of the
denth penalty; but the slmost uni-
versal bungling manner in which
this method is carried out, is » dis-
gruce to vur civilization, and calls
for public condemnation. When an
unfortunate creature is condewned
to suffer death for his crimes, it is
not generally understood thnt he 18
to be tortured to death. Yet inthe
dark sges, when men were pinced

wild beasts, vr stoned to desth in
the streets, we venture to say that
their sufferings were no greater,
ueither did they lust apy louger,
than were those of the several vie-|
tius who bLave been executed re-|
cwntly in our uwn snd uther States.

in the usually quiet town of,
Plaquemine, pansh of Iberville, |
Robert Cueney, who doubtless de-i
served the death penulty, was bhung |
on the 16th inst.  Iu this case the
drop, w fulling, struck at an angle |
against one vl the uprights, aff,rd-
ing a footbold for Cheney, who in-
stinctivety pluced his feet upon it
snd struggied to keep them in that
pusition. A ery of horror aruse
from the crowd, calling back the flee-
tng hangman, who removed the
bourd. Tue full being thus broken,

struin. He struggled desperately, |
twisting and coutorting in all the
agony of a slow death by =uffucalion.

In Hiilsburo, N. C., ou the sume
day, Henry Davis, (white,) Henry
Andrews, (white,) and Lewis Carle-
ton, (colored,) were huong. Ac-
counte say the havging was “badly
botched up.” The ropes around the
necks of Davis und Carleton were
too long, sod their feet rested om
the ground. They were raised again

from strangulation.

In Boounville, Mo., also on the
same day, Juhn West waa executed.
At 8 wignal the trap was sprung,
und as he swuuy off the rope broke
and be fell to the ground in a balf
dead condit-on. He wus taken up
too weak to speak, but uttering =
sound sickening to bear. He was
tuken to the scaffold and beld op
Ly foar men 1ill the uocse was
ugnin adjusted, and he was swung
off a secoud time nud died in eloven |
winutes,

‘Lue sbove instauces show bow
our pubiic exceutions are couduct-

bwing of very rure vccurreuce; aund
these disgraceful scenes ure not cou-
tined W uuy particular State, but
vecur, ul vue tile or wsuothes, 1!

wil Stutes thut have adopted tbuj

| deatis peualty. i

We are put aware of the paculiar:
sdvantages claimed for hamgog, |
over ‘uther methods of execution, |
bat probubly one of the Ol‘rjt_‘l:ui
which recommended it was the!

| tention, there wouid be an end to

‘leetion of taxes or licenses for the

| Cougress providing for the estab-

apparent freedom from torture and
lingering death which it was sup-
pored to insure. Perhaps s well-
conducted banging accomplishes
this; but in at least nine cases out
of ten, the disgraceful bungling of a

cureless, inexperienced, DEIVOUS, | yuriably sccompany eontributions.
ball-frightened executioner, mukes |

s mockery of the custom, and brings|
disgruce upou 8 country whose laws |
render wuch barburous exhibitions|
possivle.

If the death penalty is to be con-
tinued in Louisiana, under the new
Constitution, we. sugygest that it
wight be sdvisable to provide for »

public executioner, who shall be re-| foolscap. The reason I ask vou to

quired to thoroughly uuderstand
tue modus operandi of the hangman,
uccording to scientifle  principles.
If » muu is sentenced to the Peni-
teutiury, the State provides for his
coulivement; then if & mun 18 con-
demued to die, why should not the
State provide a suilable and com-
prient officer to conduct the execu-
uovu? A mwan who is to suffer the
denth penalty, certminly has u right
tu expect thut the seutence will be
inteliigently exccuted by one whui
“uuderstunds his business.” Other-
wise, let the law expressly declare
thut be shall be “slowly straugled
aud turtured to death.”

If every Stute in the Union which
has udopred the desth penalty
would give this subject proper st-

public executions noted principally
fur their bungling hangmen, horri-
fied spectators sud bornibly tor-
tured victims,

———

Tue Coxvextion.—Monduy—The
sppurtioument ordinance, us re-
ported by the commitler, was adopt-
ed. It econiinues in force, uutl
1890, the preseut apportionment of
the State, uud provides for a new
spportioument every ten years
therenfter. A resolution was adopt-
ed declaring that the Conventivn
has no intention of tuking any ne-
tivn calculated to influence the eol-

present year. The balunce of the
day was spent in considering the |
report of the committee vn limiting |
the powers of the Legislatore.

Tuesduy—The Couvention was
«ngaged with the report of the
Commwittee on Limitativns. A num-
ber of articles were adopited, snd
others sent buck to the committes
or referred to other eommittees.

Wednesday—The Committee on
Militury presented u report, which
was urdered prioted. ‘Lhe day was
then ecvnsumed in considering the
contested election case of Rivet vs.
Augustin, from the Fifth Wurd,
Purish of Orlesos. After a very
aninated discussion, a new election
was ordered.

New York Lus received the first
barrel ui flour of the wheat ervp ol
1579. The wheat was grown in
Suwter cuunty, UGeurgisn. It was
received ut the Produce Exchange
frow Americus, Georgia, sul is 1w
be suld for tue benetit of a church
m tuut town., The grain was cut|
April 30, sud threshed snd ground
May 2.

————
A bill bas been iutroduced in

risiment of a numver of dead-letter
offices thruughout tice country.

T — e —

Contributors’ Column.

LWiﬁhing to give the spice of variety to
this department, we invite contributions
from our readers in all porti of the
parish, on all subjests munging from |
grave to gay, useful or humorous.

We can not return rejected manseript

The real nsme of the suthor must in-

Address: Editor Fammem, Covington,
EDITORIALS.

Epiror St. Tamumasy Faruer:
Please be kind enough to read
this letter befure you toss it into
that capacious busket under the
table, which I have no doubt hus
been the tomb of muny a sheet of

[ read it is that you might possibly be
I startled at the heading, and think
thut Auut Tammany would wish to
usurp the privileges of the sanctum
sactorum, and give the intelligent
readers of our bright little Farues
an editorial. She lenves that tothe
able hauds that ure at present steer-
ing the little bark safely araong the
breakers, and hopes that the eye of
the helmsman may be steadily fixed
on the “lights along the shor:,”
which lights are the beacons of suc-
cess that loom up in the pathway of
every honest and well-conducted
euterprise. Aud, en possant, I
would say, may these lights, in the
way of subscriptions for the FaRMER,
often cheer all the occupants of the
printing office; and when the last
type is “distributed,” and the “form
locked up” for aye, may they see,
far away on the beadlsnds of the
other shore, the *lights that never
grow dim."”

What a long digression! I began
ubout editorials, or the “leading
article.” I was trying to trace up
the beginning of them, and thought
some of your renders might also be
a little interested.  When the disci-
ples of Faust and Guttenburg first
started newspapers, they were news
papers only, and everybody wauted
the news, and nothing but the news.
But often, in the early history of
the press, (us is sometimes the case
in these latter days,) the “mails”
fuiled to arrive, snd per conse-
quence, there was a dearth of the
very thing the people wanted most,
the “news.” If there hud been no
highwsy robberies, no riots, no
wanderful phenoniens, in or aronnd
the town, then the man in the “easy
chair” was rather “mneasy.” He
must supply the lack of intelligence,
Then ean:e the tug of war perhaps
to svme, who bad before did noth-
ing but use the “sci-sors,” or call
for “more eopy.” But it required
braius in those days, as well us in
these, to get up a good paper, aud
the brains were there, and the head ;
man in the office sat down to write
u “leading article,” or editorial, We,
can imayine the surprise of the se-|
tonished villagers, when they open-,

ed their “newt” papers, sowe fine!
morning sbout two hundred yearsi
ago, sud found, instend of a page ofl
“pews items,” a long, prosy article
on "The Situation,” or “What a
Printer knows alout Farming.'
Whatever their thoughts were, the
custum has been handed down from
oue generation to snother, and now |
a newspaper without a “leading |
article” is not often seen, thus
proving the old adaye true, that
“necesuity is the wother of inven-

"

tion,"—and one might well add,

the “father of editorials.” -+ -:
Avxt Tamuaxy.

For Tax Fuun;.}_
THE FARMER.

Who sre amo::g the happiest and
most upright of our land, but the
houest, tard-working farmens? It
is refreshing to see their geuial,
merry faces, as they bid you a cor-
dial welcome to the best their table
affords. No grudging or inbos-
pitality is ever shown to the tired;
hungry traveler, by our true farmer.
He bas & thousand traits which urey
noble and serve to light up-his
charucter. He is honest and ¥in-
cere, free from vanity and pride—
except the honest pride he may
feel in knowing that he is independ-
ent, through his own industry.
Ever kind and obliging, be is will-

ing to assist anyone in affliction aud

distress. When one of his neigh-
bors needs assistance in his daily
labor, it is freely given, without
thought or wish of recompense.

Thus they mutually assist each
other, and follow the “golden rule.””

As a general thing, the farmer is
never guilty of a low action—does
not deal in cunning or over-reach-
ing. His deslings are generally

honest and uvpr.ght. True, pure,
religions principles seem to be his
guide in all his ways.

Visit our farmer in his neat, com-
fortable home, acquired by the hon-

est labor of his hands. Observe the
thrift and management of his house-
hold; the evidences of prousperity in

his well-cultivated fields; his fine
horses, cattle and sheep, his well-
filled corn-cribs, ete.; look st the
rosy cheeks nnd smiling faces of hig

children, and be convineed that
true happinesa is found in our
farmer’s cottage. M.

Covinglon, La., May 20, 1879.

The recent troubles among tlhe
operatives in some of the Northern

cotton factories, notably those of
Fall River, have turned attention to

vur Southern factories, and the
eyes of many of the Eastern people
have been opeued to the fact that
cotton can be manufactured ‘more
econowically at the South than at
Provideuce or Fall River. The
Boston Herald, in stating that since
the war 183 fuctories bave been
erected in the South, says: “This
is the opportunity for the South.
Let principles of economy be ub-
served in State and municipal gov-
ernment; let capitalists be assured
that they will not be burdened by

enurmous taxes; let law snd order .

prevail a8 in New England, and
there is no reason why the region
where cotton grows at the factory
duoty where the rivers turn the mill
wheels, and the adjacent fislds fur-

| nish the operatives with the staff of

life, eannot compete succesafully
with the territory enst of the Hud-
son, which brings its cotton a thou-
sand miles for msnufactare, buys
its fuel five Lhundred miles away,
and trapsporta the food of ‘its la-
borers hulfway across the contiuens.

The outlook in the Southern States
is hopeful, and they wust have @
great future before them.” .

—l A A
Wheat barvesting Las commesced
in Soutbern Tezss
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