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CUPID'S NEW ARROW. 1

‘l'm:‘ Cupid went s: nrmau to Vulcan one

‘1_\;\1 hﬂlﬁug’n him 1o look at his arrow.
In;n;’len. be cried; “you must mend it 1
"Tisnot fit 1o 1t fivat a SPArTOW,

Te’s something that's wrong i
Arsagtusni Zin the shaft or

For 1t flutlers quite false 1o my mim:
"Tis an age since it g irly went home to the

ARd the world reaily Jrsls ul my name.

“I bave straighiened, §'ve beat, Ive tried all, I

declare ;
T'we perfumed It with swestest of &
- th awe fgha:
T1s feathered with ringlets 'y mother might
Wear,
And the barh gleams with light from young
eyes
But I:l'll without touchinr—I'll break it 1
W —
For there's [y men baginniozg o pout

He's compluining Lis torel burus mdull and
50 low

That Zepbyr might psi it rizkt our.™

Little Cupid wam on with his pitifal tale
Till Voleay the weapsn restored.

*There, Lulze it - Fouug sor; try it now—if it fail
Lwill ask vie:ther fec nor reward™

The urchir. chot ont. and rare havoe he made;
The Woruaded and dead were untohl;

But na wonder the rogue had such slaughtering

¥rade,
For the arrow was plated with zold
—Nebraska State Journal

TRUE SNAKE STORIES.

One Man Who Sess No Objeet in
Lying About Roptiles.

Facts Are Sufficiently Intereating When
Propecly Presenied —How a Buck Bat-
tled Successiully With a Ratile-
snake —(her Traths.

I never could understand or appre-
ciate the propensity so common among
people otherwisa reliable, to lie about
snakes, when the plain truth relating
to the disgusting reptiles would be as
marvelous and interesting and of some
value in acquainting us with their nat-
ure and habits.

In 1872, our city, says a Virginia
(I1s.) correspondent of the St. Louis
Bepublie, having established a new
cemetery, many of our people, living
both in and out of town, removed into
it the remains of their dead, who had
in years passed been buried around in
rural burying-grounds, on farms, and
about cross-road churches. Among
these removals was the body of an old
and much-respected citizen who had
been buried in the country not quite a
ya#r before and was tuken up for
transplanting  during the January
thaw.
one of the old-fashioned sort —con-
structed of walngt plank and veatly
covered all over with black velvet. It
had been buried in a five-foot grave,
in a strong box of oak lumber, resting
in that on strips three inches thick
placed under each end, leaving a clear
space of three inches between the
bottom of the coffin and the floor of the
wooden vault. When the dirt had been
thrown out of the grave and the lid of
the caken box taken up the workmen
and relatives present were wmuch as-
tonished to sce the coffin bare —com-
pletely dennded of every vestige of its
former velvet 2overing—and much they
marveled that this material should de-
compose und totally disappear in so
short a time.  But when the coffin was
lifted out the matter was expluined.
The space between its bottom and the
floor of the outer box was filled with
the velvet covering torn in shreds, and
in this soft muss they found a huge
black snake sound asleep or in a pro-
tracted trance. A knot-hole was found
in one plank of the box, and through
this the repulsive creature had no doubt
gained ingress to his comfortable win-
ter guarters. Instinct is said to be
merely inherited experience. This
may be true, hut the sagacity exhibited
by this reptile in finding that knot-
hole down below the frost line, and in
making such clegant and elaborate ar-
rangements for its hibernation, must
surely border upon the realm of rea-
son.

Many years ago, when quite a young
man, I was on one occasion, with several
companions, on a hunting expedition
in the American bottoms, not far from
old Fort Chartres. In the course of a
calm, clear day in autumn, while still
hunting for deer, I had stopped to rest
im the shade of a pecan tree atthe
edge of the prairie. The silence that
prevailed as 1 seated myselfl at Lhe
foot of the tree was broken only by the
twittering of a startled bird or the
buzzing of a mosgquito when sufidnnly,
from a little thicket of persimmon

trees a few feet away, came a peculiar ¢

sound as though someone was striking
the ground with a stick or pole, a=s in
the act of killing a snake. The strokes
were repeated in quick succession for
eix or eight times, and ceased for a
few minutes, then were again repeated
as before. T listened to this strange
noise for some time, trying in viinto
account for it. Familiar as1 was with
the woods and lakes and prairies of
this, my native county, and with all
the denizens that inhabited them, from
the deer down 10 sand gnats, [ could
think of no bird, beast or reptiie eapa-
ble of waking such a noise as that.
Entering the miniature grove cautious-
ly with gun in hand, I presently found
the object of my search. Siretched
8t full length on the ground was a bull-
snake nearly eix feet 16ng. About
the piace where his stomach should
have been—and was—his body was
bulged out dis ionately, render-
ing it appareht that be had ¢ at mora-
ing been lucky entbugh to find his
breakfast. A few moments’ observa-
tion made it apparent also that there

had been-some error tm his diet, and |

that, 07 consequence, he was saffering
the pangs of dyspepsia, or had a spell
of the .colie, Tor presently-he raised
the bulge In his body sia or. eight
jnchicsamd: slddeni down

on the ground with vigoroua force

- . .
prisoned ehelonian,

tlmu rnpull_f. then stopped to reﬂ
awhile and asgertain the result; then
he again and again went thmg-h the
same performance. The tapping sound
I heard was explained and 1 knew well

this, wear our barn at home, [ hal

snme maneuver and, after killing it,
discovered that he had swallowed a
turkey’s ez, and adopted this method
to breuk the shell in order that the
egg might be more ensily digested, or,
perbaps, to relieve the inconvenience of
its bulk. With a suitable cudgel 1 soon
dispatched the snake, and, with my

eeeded to make the autopsy. 1 expect-
ed to find, as in the former insiance,
anegzr as the cavse of trouble, but was
mach surprised upon slitting the body
open to see, instead of an egg, a full-
grosen, box-turtle turned out of it. It
was n'ive, too, and soon opened the
bLottom and end of the box, protruded
its head, tail and legs, and scrambled
off seemingly wery grateful for its de-
liverance from an untimely and some-
what unpleasant death. I named him
Jonah and let him go. The cause of
the sanke's uneasiness became mow
very plain as 1 continued the post-mor-
tem, for | farther found-that the im-
in its desperate
effurts to regain its liberty, had actual-
ly worked one of its feet through tha
ophidian’s stomach and: through the
outer integuments of its body. Hence,
with both reptiles it was literally a
struggle for life—for the survival of
the tittest—or toughest, rather. And
80, 1 conclude that truth—especiaily in
regard to snakes—is sometimes as
strange as fiction.

In another hunting excursion in the
American bottom, years ago, 1 waa
fortunate in having an opportunity to
witness a singular combat, in which
the exhibition of animal instinet
seemed only a synonym for profound
reusoning. After passing through a
small thicket of plum trees and under-
brush I caught sight of a five, large
buck, only a few yards distant, and was
about to raise my gun when my atlen-
tion was arrested and curiosity excited
by his queer movements. [ refrained
from firing at the beautiful animal, and
cautiously approached a little nearer
in order to discover the cguse of his
strange antics. From the time 1 first
ohserved him he was walking slowly

His coffin was home-made— | around sideways, in a circle of per-

haps a dozen feet diameter, with head
lowered and eyes intently. watching
some central object. Ogcasionally he
threw up his head and darted back

precipitately, but only for a moment,
and again resumed his circuit. He was
so absorbed in this singular maneuver

that I erawled near enough to see
across the cirele he described without
attracting his natice. 1 now saw that
the foeus of his fixed gaze was a huge
rattlesnake coiled up in strikiug at-
titude, with head and tail erect, and
keeping up a constant, thrilling whir
with his thirteen rattles. A\ viciouns
strike by the =nake now and then

would be parried by the deer tossing
up his head and dodging back instant-
lv. The oddly-matehed pair evidently
understoocd each other's tactica and
power perfectly, and, like well-trained
pugilists in the prize-ring, were keen-
ly alert to every motion each made,
and prepated at all points for or
against any advantage that might be
presented.

The buck continued his walk-around
for some time, gradually increasing
his speed and narrowing his circuit.
At length his opportunity came. The
snake, hawildercd or fatigued by con-
stantly turning (o {ace his antagonist,
for a. moment sluckened his vigilance.
This was what the deer had been look-
ing for. Instantly, and almost with
the rapidity of a streak of lightning,
with his front feet close together and
hoofs pointed forward, he sprang upon
the coiled monsier and as instantly
bounded back to his former safe
distance. It was done so quickly that
the snake had no time to strike; but
the blow had failed in its aim. The
reptile was wouuded and bleediag, but
seemed reanimated and glared savage-
ly at his stately enemy, and rattled
louder, and fAashed his tongue out in
mad defiance. - The buck was not
the least disconcerted by this hideous
ebullition of wrath, but steadily
continued the siege. Alter awhile he
eaught another opportunity, and, with
the ewiltness of thought, he repeated
his spring forward and back agaln.
This stroke onded the contest. The
points and sharp edges of the hoofs—
chisel-like—struck the snake squarely
at the base of the neck, where it rose
above the coiled body, nnd almost sev-
erad it. The head dropped and the
coil lgosened, yet the rattling ocou-
tinved, though not so furiously. The
wary buck prudently kept his distancs
and cautiously walked again around
his prostrate foe. - Two-or three times
he made, the circuit, when he agaim
sprang upon the reptile. and again,
and again—determined to make a com-
plete job of it, or perhaps to give the
rattler a taste of punishment after
death—until little of it was left but a
bleeding, mangled mass., 1 could not
find it in my heart to slay the victor
after suph a startling exhibition of 42
sagncity and pluck.. and permitted the
graceful besst to,go his  way ungpo-
lested by venomouy _gerpent or merei
lees biped. P Sl

-~

—Real-Estate Agent=—41]ean Miycn
A very pretty cottageson - Pisoo fveet 1
for: «outy="  HousesrekdrWhat
did yon say ihe name~of the swhe
was®'  Real-Estate Agent — “Piang |’
strdéet ' House-seeker—Thauke ]

| belleve 1 will look a littie farther,"—

its ohject. A few summers before |

scen a black snake engaged in the |

hunting kunife as a scalpel, nt once pro- |

* woman,

NAMES FOR OUR GIRLS.
The Change from Biblical and Herole to
Rimple Anglo-Sazon Names.

The resort to biblical names among
the women of this land up 10 recent
vears was undoubtedly due to the fer-
| vent puritanical spirit pervading our

nation—or at least the New England
| portion of it. The male children were
given the pames of Old Testament he-
roes, and ihe girl babies received
pames that stood for 1ypes of early
Hebraie virtue, beauty and gentleness.
The puritan mind of New England had
in its sternness, austerity and inflexi-
ble piety, something which would more
approximate to the Old taan to the
| New Testament—which had a closer
| spiritual relationship with the teach-
ings and examples of Moses than with
those of St. Paul. Henew the puritan’s
pronounced liking for those old biblice
ul names. Glancg over the record in
prose and verse of New England and
you will find everywhere on the pages,
where women are mentioned, such
names as Miriam, Salome, Ruth, Bath-
sheba, Rebekah, Sarah, Hagar, Adah,
Zillah, Eve, Rachel, Leah, Judith, Ta-
mar, Deborah, Dinah, Bilhah.and even
Jezebel. And, note the fact! These
names, many of them with a grand
meaning, have, too, & sonorous, full-
toned swing in them. They are as if
made to order to fit the women who
wore them—stately, rallier severe in
mien, with no patience with theirown
faults and no indulgence for those of
others.

The years went by, and other views,
other manners, began to‘find their
way among the decendants of these
women. Then it was we fell upon the
evil days which gave us the Sarah
Janes, the Mary Auns, the Martha
Janes, and the Samanthas, the reign
of these names was not a long
one, although to this day there are
many daughters of the land who have
survived the *‘nominal” abomination
thrust upen them soon aflter their
birth.

Next in the course of events it be-
comes the fashion to give girls res-
onant names taken from the golden
scriptures of the ancients. All the
shining records of ancient Greece and
Rome, even of swarthy Egypt. were
ransacked in the search, and the hoary
records were made to give up their
dead, so 1o speak, to serve the living.
The dark and winding paths of
medixval times were penetrated, and
the result of all this was a deluge of
such !names as Coroelia, Claudia,
Aurelin, Catulla, Mareella, Terentia,
Placida. Lucretia, Sappho, Sophro-
nisbe, Psyche, Phoebe, Leda. Aspasia,
Cleopatra, Leona, Zenobia, lsabella,
Inez. No girl was considered stylish
il the name she was called by did ot
date back at least a thousand years or
more. It was a time when the achieve-
ments and the civilization of ancient
Rome and Greece formed more of a
favorite study with the American youth
than they do now, and 10 ghe reflex of
this learning was doubtless due the
fact of this profusion of ancient names.

Finally, however, a new era in girls'
names arose in this country. The first
traces of it dawned in the horizon
about ten years ago. This was simul-
taneous with the first Taint indication
of Anglomania in this country. The
craze for wearing ulsters and: driving
capes, choking the neck in high, stiff
collars and concealing thought in an
idiom made up largely of “‘doncher-
knows" “deahboys,” effected a cau-
tious landing in New York and Boston
and thenos traveled slowly, very slow-

, westward. It reached here only a
ew years ago. About the same time,
too, the English and their American
cousins across the wild waste of water
bethought them that there once lived
a race of men—the parent stock of
their own race—yclept the Anglo-
Saxon; and they bethought them that
they—rude. yellow-haired, beef-gorg-
ing barbarians though they were—had
the good taste to give their alender
daughters, with the skin of snow, eyes
of azure and hair of gold, very pretty,
poetic names Why not dig out thess
forgotten names again and stick them
on the girls of the latter-day period?
Why not? And it was done. Apd
thus, Edith, my dear, it is that you
bear your own preity name. Thus it
is that on that pretty Jupanese tray in
the front hall of your mamma's beau-
tiful home you see s0 many curds with
names beginning in Eilfrida, Ethel,
Gladys, Hertha, Adelgunda, Waltruda,
Edgarda. Aelwitha, Melgunda, Ed.
mund, Ethelreda and Adelhyda.-—Chi-
¢ago Herald

Women Are Not Humorists. ,

Women as a rule are not fond of
jokes; they listen to clever stories with
simulated amusement and forget them
immediately. The reason for this lies
in one of anthhlnthnmlkeup
of woman; her profound and t
sympathy. Humor deals with the
weakness of humanity; it exposes
fail and ‘punctures tender skin.

pots the world Iaughing at
lﬂms blunder of a man. It is woman

to cover up, excuse, and re-
fun Follies are too serlous 1n her
eyes to lasugh st II* women wert
humorists they .would not be the mest
earnest ghurch workers, the most.
tender of nurses, and the most senti-
mental and refined portion of human-
ity The same inherent quality which’
would make a true woman. a bealy
shrink —ns “judge trom pro-
nouscing ' &~ deafly’ sentence,” or "as

tb'm'lth the hu-;wwwnlmwh
by her 10
I"'L lwl F,Iﬂ"‘&

possese, and is a formidable sﬂ\ el‘sary
with her stiletto poiats of iresy aud

needs of the machine, and

soldier ; from ;ehweting sn ‘elemy!|

-

O g 5 PR WO

Sl woevement b ropoaed n\mﬂiBmun‘wu Fiee Press

satig. = Washingios Post

CAHE OF IMPLEMENTS
Hew Thay Should He Homnsed nml Shei-
tered —Fine Farm Econowmy.

An honestly-made implement that is
well cared for by the farmer, ought,
and usually does, last fifteen or twenly
years; but the truth of the matter is
that they do not, averaging the country
through. last one-half that length of
time. This is partly due to the rough
nputure of the land that they are ran
over, but mainly to laek of shelter and
eare.

The hard-earned dollars that hava
been invested in machinery should be
guarded just as carelully as the grain
in the bins, the live-stock in the
stables, or the money in the farmer’s
purse. The working capital of the
farmer is generally insuflicient for his
needs at best. lle ought not to sink
any unnecessury amt‘mt in farm im-
pll ments,

There is u vast difference in the
manner of running machinery. Some
farmers will get good work out of al-
most any kind of a machine. Every
part of the machine is looked alfter and
carefully tested before work is com-
menced. If it is a cutting-machine,
like a mower or reaper, the knives are
put in good order, nuts, guards and all
parts made ttight and secure; badly-
worn portions replaced with new ones,
and every thing put in complete readi-
ness before a start is made. Teams are
carefully driven, and rough places
eased over. Such men seldom bave a

FACTS FOR FARMERS

—1ife 1s too short for ome man to
know all that ean be known about even
one branch of farming.—Jowa State
Register.

—Nearly all kinds of vines are bene-
fitled by mulching after the last culti-
vation is given. They require consid-
erable moisture, and this can be sup-
plied easier by mulehing than by at-
tempting Lo water.

—Have a good fence or have none
It is better to have a good fence around
the pastnre and no other than to have
poor ones that are a constant tempta-
tion to the stock to break them down.

—A prominent stockman says that
while he thinks he is ralsing very fine
calves for fattening and breeding pur-
poses by letting them suck their dams,
he thinks that dairymen raise better
ones for their purposes on skim milk
and nitrogenous grains.

—All tillage of heavy crops goes by
the name of hoeing. There must be
frequent and thorough stirring of the
soil by horse-power. This will not
only kill the weods, but is equal to =
dressing of manure. There is no crop
which requires more thorough weed-
ing than polatoes.

—A race or family of hogs kept on
the same farm will improve or de-
generate, according to the ability or
shiftlessness of the ownmer. By keep-
ing the same family for a few years the
farmer ean produce a hog suited to his
cirumst and m of feeding.

break-down in the midst of pressing
work. |

On the other hand, there are farm-
ers who ean not, or do not, get good
work out of any machine. They seem
to consider a machine a thing of
automutic intellizence that will adjust
itself to all the irregularities of ita
work, that all that is required of them
is to furnish the metive power and the
machine will operate itsell.

They do not understand the real

—It is a little difficult during the
busy season to atlend to the feeding of
the stock at regular hours, but it
should be done. Irregularity in feed-
ing and especially irregularity in
milking will show in decreased fesh
on the stock and decreased milk in the
pail very soon.

—As a rule white clover aprings up
on land that has beem well dressed
with wood ashes, and though it af-

ly do not keep the muchine in good
working order. W hen a machine gets

out of order it ean net do good work,
requires a much greater motive power,
and wears distinetively upon itself.
This is a prolitic cause of short life in
a machine.

But perhaps the greateat losa in farm

implements occurs from the lack of
housing amd shelter.
ecommon sight 1o see implements of all
kinds left out in the yard and field, ex-

It is not an un~

posed to the destructive elements at
all seasons of the year. Such treat-
ment takes the life owt of a machine

fords lent pasturage it is a very
persistent weed if it is allowed to grow
where it is not wanted. Cutting it off
only causes it to grow more vigorously.
1t should be pulled up by hand from
among rows of vegetables.
—According to the Ohio Farmer, an
exclusive apple grower of Illinois is
said to plant only hall as far apart as
the trees should stand permanently,
and then he brings three-fourths of
them into bearing as soon as possible
by girding, letting them produce all
they will until the permanent ones
need the room. The girdled trees are
then cut out and the others have all

before hall its time of e to
natural wear and tear, under lair treat-
ment, has expired. Comparatively few
farmers have buildings expressly de-
signed for the storing of implements.
Iimplements are generally stored in odd
nools and corners about the barns and

sheds. To be stored in places of such

limited space they must, usually be
taken apart and packed away in see-
tions. Now many of the implements
must be unsed, at different times, all
throneh the summer season. As itis
guite a task to take a machine apart

and put it together again every time it

is used, machines are very apt 1o re-
main out from the time they are first
used until the approach of winter pre-

cludes all possibility of using them

agnin. They are thus exposed to the:
action of the elements during the very
worst part of the year. i

The hot sun, drying winds and rainsi

combined are most fatal to wood work,

and iron, too, for that matter. Every
farmer who keeps a full set of heavy
implements should have a building in
which these may be stered at any time,
without taking apart The mower,
reaper, secder, *hay-rake, wagou and!

all small farm tools, should have their.

respective places in this building, and
should be stored thero whea not in'

actual use.

A one roof shed with sliding doors

at the front, and the floor about on the

level with the ground, makes an ex-

celent arrangement for this purpose.
The doorways shonld be wide enough

to allow any of the implements to be
backed in readily. It is no trouble at |
all to store ma.chinerv with such ac-]
commodations. The horses need not
be unhitched from the machine in use
until it is under cover. The saving in
farm machinery would soon pay for
such a building. While it costs but a
fow dollars at the start. it will uiti-
mately save the farmer hundreds of dol-
lars, perhaps.—Western Plowman.
Mt et —

A New Aliment from Wheat.
According to Le Genic Civil, Dr.

Dujardin-Beaumetz recently exhibited

at the Paris Academy of Madicine a
new alimentary substance—*‘lromen-

tine"—which is obtained from wheat

millstones.

by the aid of special

Fromentine is the embryo“of wheat |

reduced to flour and deprived of the
oil which it contains. The subsiance
contains three times more nitrogenoes
gubstance than meat. and a strong pro-
portion of sugar. Thus, the amount
bl nitrogenous maiter in 1t is 51 per
tent, while thai of the richest meat,
jnutton, is but 21 per cent., and the
proportion of digestible substance
penchea 57 per cent. of the total
weight.  Henee it would appear that it
might advantageously replace powder-
ed ment_as a concentrated food. It
éan be used tor making soups, and
ven for making biscuits, the taste of
rhich would not be disagreeable. 'The

 fheat germs employed are a by-prod-

ot in the Schweitzér processof * mdhu-

gour which can be keplifors

nng time. withou} deterigratings + . &

-5 TR - ey

i DUl he pas

irouh Jul aud .\m“

give theil .c I'hey are hot enough
without it. —Western Plowman,

ded space for growth and produet-
iveness.

—Will it pay to cut rough forage for
stock? To cut it involves the uliliza-
tion of parts which the animal would
otherwise reject. but when cut will be
swallowed without hesitation, and
nourigh the animal just as much asany
part of the forage. It has been found
that to eut evergreen sugar corn makes
a gain of ten per cent. in feeding value,
but to cut the ordinary dried corn-stalk
adds thirty to forty per cemt. The
standard of value is the result in butter

—— A —
Hard Work in the Blue Grass.

It was a day of perlect beauly om
which I drove through that region of
perfect loveliness. The recent rains
had refreshed the face of nature, and

'] the sunshine lay bright and warm on

the green fields. Thecorpulent cattla,
frisky colts, and fleecy sheep seemed
to be taking a holiday of rest or play,
but the gait of the horsemen and
vehicles I met was not slow. The
scenery, the air, and the sunshine ex-
ecited religious feeling, and I sought to
talk alittle on that line with George,
my driver. 1t was not an easy matter.
“George do you ever pray! I asked
*No, sir; it wouldn’t do any good

a boy like meto pray.” he answe

“Why not?" **Cause he'd go and jest
do the same arterwards.”
“Can't a boy do right when he tries?"
“Yes, he mout if he'd stay by hisselr;
but when he gits wid a gang—yos
know how dat is Howdy, Uncle
Jim? George broke off suddenly. ns
wemet a stout-bifiit. shrewd-looking
old negro riding a clean-limbed, slim-
looking bay. *‘Duat horse Uncle Jim
is on Is a sister to Castile,” continued
George with genuine Kentucky enthu-
siasm. And so it was when 1 would
talk religion to George he wanted to
talk “horse” to me, and it was a pret-
ty even race, the horse being a little
ahead much of the time.—Dr. Fitzger-
ald, in Nashville Christian Advocale

— ——ta—
Protection Against Insects.

Many people do not know how easily
they can protect themselves and thele
children against the bites of gnats and
other insecta. Weak carbolic acid,
| sponged on the skin and hair, and in
some cases the clothing, will drive
away the whole tribe. A great many
children, and not a few adults, are tor-
mented throughout the whole summer
by minute enemics. We know persons
who are afraid of picnics, and even o[
their own gardens, on this account
Clothing Is an imperfect protection, for
wo have seen a child whose foot and
ankle had ‘bees wstung through the}®
stocking so seriously that for days she
could not wear a leather shoe. All
this can be avoided, according to ou
experierice, and that we believe
many others, by ‘carbolie acid

Iy, m-qiug:zudqua
&/ spornge. wq
vbh-mumit Worses and

from the flies, which sometimes nearly

‘luddan them. —United Presbyterian

1 SOUTHERN AGRICULTURAL

About the Cotton Fields.

R is sale t0 assume that cotton is
small; much behind the usual stage of
development, especially in point of
size. It is all important, therefore,
that the crop should recelve regular
and careful attention. Adoptthe one-
furrow system, now, if not a
adopted and approved. What the
crop needs is that no crust be permit-
ted to form on the surface. To pre-
vent this, let the plows with wide ex-
tending sweeps or heel-scrapes. or bet-
terstill, a good cultivator, go over the
crop as often as once every week or
ten days. If we could time the rains,
that is, have them to fall at will, we
would have a good rain of not less
than one inch to fall every Saturday
night during the month of July; start
the plows Monday morning and go
over the erop in three days, and one
time to the row. But as no man may
control the clouds and the rains, hap-
pily for the great majority. we must
endeavor to adapt our efforts to the
eircumstances. A crust on the sur-
face, however, sbould never be per-
mitted to form and remain, il practica-
ble to prevent it.

The question has often been debated | YOU

whether plowing should be repeated in
dry weather without a rain interven-
ing. Some farmers believe in “plow-
ing up” the moisture during a drought.
We think the moisture in snch a‘time
had better remain where itis, down
among and below the roots of the ecrop.
“Bringing up™ tho moist soil from be-
low will certainly facilitate the evap-
oration and loss of its moisture. Bet-
ter cover up the surface of the land
and the subjacent roots of the plants
with something that will protect them
from too fervent heat of the sun, and
prevent evaporation of moisture as
much as possible We mulch Irish
potatoes, and other crops covering bat
& small aren. with straw or leaves
from the forest. This expedient is
manfiestly impraecticable on extepsive
fields, but we can cover the latter
with loose soil, which is much more
cheaply applied if not altogether so
effective. This is the whole rationale
of the effeet of surface culture of the
crop in dry weather. Ina crop of any
kind the surface should be stirred as
quickly after a good rain as may be
safely done. The roots should be
forced. if necessary, to remain in the
substratum of the surface soil. —South-
ern Cultivator.
— e —
Utilizing Surplus Fruit.

Farmers as well as professional
orchardists ought to make prepara-
tions to get the greatest value possible
out of the abundant fruit crop. The
means of utilizing the surplus fruit
most available to the farm is feeding
to stock and drying or evaporating.
Of course eve+y wide-awake [armer
will give his hogs all the fallen, partly
decayed and otherwise worthless truit.
But alter marketing to the extent that
may be practicable the fresh, ripe
fruit, drying or evaporating must be
resorted 10.  Evaporated fruit always
commands higher prices than the or-
dinary sun-dried, and every one should
procure or make a cheap evaporator if
possible. The best cheap driers for
sun-drying are made as follows, using
for the frame light strips of plank one
and a ha!l inches wide by one inch
thick:

§ FEEL

1334 g

The frame is six hy three feet and
must then be covered with thin home-
spun tacked on. Having several dozen
of these driers—according to the num-
ber of hands available for the work—
it will be perceived al once that they
are far superior to boards, plaunks,
house-tops, trays, ete., such as house-
wives rare commonly forced fo use.
The slices of fruit dry in little more
than half the usual time and require
no turning. At night, or in case of
threatened rain, these driers may be
quickly stacked one above another
and carried to shelter, or a stack of
them may be securely covered with
boards as it stands. To use them to
the greatest advantage there should be
made light seaffolds upom which to
rest the driers.  Of course they can be
used for drying berries, as well as
other fruits, sweet potatoes, okra, ele.

We would impress upon those who
may be convenient to shipping points
‘4o ship none but choice fruit and in
the very best coadition. The peagh
crop, especially, is unlversally goad
from North to South. The ets
will be easily glutted uniess only the
best frult be shipped. - I overcrowded
with all sorts of fruit the 'returne even
from that of she best guality will be

Ecnh]ou' ugsatisiactory. —South-

ltivator.
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|k Advice to Young Horse Trainers. 'J

John Splan gives the following ad-:
vice to your trainerst ““If T was
1o advise n boy on the subjeet 1
say st he must have s satursl
for the horse his
then the determination to learn, :r
the hardér he hpplies Rimself'the
ter for “Mim! * The you be
Jaeuces the betler, and 10 be an

books It is not  aecessarp
that he should have a college cours~,
but it is absolutely necessary “for his
success that he should have s good
business education. An education will
help him to expand his mind and teach
him to thivk, and I know of no profes-
sion that requires more thinking than
to train a large stable full of horses
successfully. Another very important
feature in a trainer is his personal con-
duct and manner. Study to be a gen-
tleman at all times, dress well, use
good language and remember one
thing, that no man ean be successful
who is addicted to strong drinka.
If a man wants to be a physician
he takes a course in some
medical college, attends the lectures
and studies, and, after a certain amount
of practice, iz given a diploma. Un-
fortunately for horse-trainers, there
are no schools of that kind for their
business, they have to learm it in a
haphazzard sort of way, so that every
trainer is really obliged to learn by
actual experience. Never get impa-
tient and think you are not learning
fast emough. “Go slow and be sure
you are right’ is a rule that has won
many & close race. By comnecting
yoursell with a trainer who has a
large stable, if you are aclose observer
will learn fasier than any other
way that I know of. Remember that
you are not there slmplymwn wages,
but to improve yourself as well.”

What May Be Done In July.

Excepting rutabaga turnips and soms
garden vegetables, July is not a favor-
able time to plant any original crops.
It is between the two seasons. Itis
time to talk and write about sowing
turnips, but except on a small scale,
and chiefly for table use, we do not ad-
vise turnips. We have tried rutabagas
and other turnips, and beets for stock,
and the result of our experiments is
that for a period of ten years together
it will cost more to produce a bushel
of turnips than a bushel of potatoes,
and the latter are worth twice as much.
StilF it is very well to have plenty of
turnips for the table and some for the
cows. Prepare the land by repeated
deep and close plowiags—cow-penned
land the best—and sow in two-foot
drills about July 20 to August 1. Pre-
eisely the same character and richness
of soil and preparation necessary foe
rutabagas suits lucerne also. If the
rutabagas fail sow in lucerne in Sep-
tember or October. Now, we expect
somebody will pounce upon ud as
teaching heterodoxy—departing from
the faith—in writing so disparagingly
about turnips as a stoek-food crop in
the South. Our reply is that it is one
of those imported English ideas that
will not stand our climate.—Dixie
Farmer. E

———— = ——
Peanuts and Chufas; Ete.

Several farmers have inasisted that
the best time and place to plant Span-
ish peanuts, or chufas, is after small
grain harvest on stubble land. We
have no doubt thatit is a good idea,
but it is by no means wise to rely main-
ly on a crop of field peas. peanuts, or
any thing else to be planted on stubble
land. It is good policy to have always
a surplus of seed of these crops as well
as ol sorghum, buckwheat, etc., thas
we may plant according to cirpum-
stances. It is frequently the case that
stubble land can not be got inte condi-
tion to plant any thing until o Inte.
Chufas and peanuts (Spanish) may be
planted until July 1; field peas a little
later *(for forage). —Southu-n Culu.
vator.
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HERE AND THERE

—During the summer_eggs Intonded
for market should be gathered every
day and be kept in & cool place. They
will be of sufficiently better quality to
pay well for the trouble.

—Geese should be picked every tlem
weeks and ducks every six weeks
This work should be done regulariy
during the warm weather, and. can
easily be made a source of consider-
able income. )

—~The risk of keeping hogs is one
strong argument in favor of maturing
and selling at the earliest- day practi-
cable. The pig that goes to market as
eight months old will never die of
cholern at nine.

—But few plants will thrive on a
wet soil. A good drain. is sometimes
better than manure. The warmest
day of summer can not impart suf-
ficient heat to plants on & wel soil.”

—Dogs that become wnddiwted to
sheep-killing do solrom pure vielous-
ness. In a majority of cases the
do not eat any portion of the carcass,
but will kil! a dozen or more sheep for
the delight of so doing. .

—Experience has shown Mnsulu
bred from thoroughbrod mares can en-
dure more lahorand fatigde thah those
bred from the common mures; even
when the latter have the advantage of
‘lz'e ﬁ +

" —A zigzag rail fefce is w m
be one' of the cheapest that
buile, but unless the e-nm‘t-vlaeps
free of weeds it is the
fence that can be use if[nm
the labor of weed-killing.' .

As the potato beetle is now Busity at
warlk jb should be the sim.po uss paris

green they, appgar.on, the
‘:in?:pin order to d s ns
4 mially & thé Beetles as possibie.
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