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SCHOOL-GIRL OF TME PERIOD,
¥? Yes, there' lesspn
_I!?t. it's awlully hard ;n‘memi:e:ﬂh e
We've been in South Africa cearly a month;
rhaps we'll go north by November.

What history have we? It's £
quite & b'g bool,
Without any pictures—the bother! .
To-day I was told ['d sustained 5 defeat
In the batile ol—semething or other.

ari_!bmen:? Ol it's the bane of may life!
No matter how hard T may study,

I!‘\: knowledge of dividends, fractions and rules

3 ¥

Profickent in #=peiling? I hope that I am,
2 _l shine less as writer than talker;
Ldoa’t miid confessing how often I use
A pocket edition of Walker.

Fwrite eompositions® Of course, once & woek—

2 We've such a .nll subject tosmorrow—
manage to sp:n out a page and a half,
Though lots of girls copy and borrow.

You ask me which lessons of all T prefer?
You'il think my reply quite alarming.

In Freuch we've u gentiemsn teacher, you
know,

And somehow \t's perfectly charming.
—Harper's Magazioe.

ME AND URIALL

Our Exgperience in Heeping Sum.
mer Boarders.

Me and Uriah had got along fust-
rate furabout thirty years or so when
the love of gain got a hold of me, and
1 made up my mind to keep summer
boarders.

There was the Blinkerses: they'd
made encugh to buy a new kerridge tu
take um tu meetin’, and there wus the
Poplinses that had all gone into silks
fur the same cause; and 1zez to Uriah,
sez I: ;

“Look a here, Henery,” that's my
ret name for Uriah, **why not?” sez L

“Well, mammy,” sez Uriah, that's
his pet name for me, **well, I dunno as
there is any reason pertickeler ag’in it,
only we've been so kinder comiortable
as we be. We'll hev to do more, and
we'll hev to buy lots of things; and
cookin’ fur twenty ain't like cookin'
fur iwo, specially when the two ain't
pernicketty and is healthy. TYou'd
orter hear Farmer Poggins wish to
mussy his wife would give up takin’
um; she's been to bed, with the doctor
comin’ twice a day, on account of over-
work. DBoarders ain’t all angels, and
Eeepin’ um ain't all parrydice.™

“But thing of the money, my pre-
cious old heney,” secz I, makin’ potry
without meaning tu do it. *Think
how you will kinder like %o say to
yourself: *‘Now, there is so much
banked.” 1 sha'n’t spend it onto rib-
bins or kerridres. We'll bank it and
got satizfaction out of it, and you and
me won't hev po fear lhur old age
What's a little more work? You ain't
but fifty and 1 ain’t but forty-sevem.
We've got our health and strength; it
won't hurt us.”

~]t may in other ways,” sez Uriah.
=Rut 1 never hinder you from actin’ as
you please, and I sever shill, Nancy.”

And so the next day I jez went down
tu New York and had it put inter the
paper that Mrs. Pottleton, of Stopover,
would take a few select summer
boarders. Plenty of fresh eggs and
milk, fruit, mountain air. and not
many muskee'ers.

“Say none,” scz the young man at
the desk, when he rend the advertise-
menl-—he wuz a young man I knowed
10 speak tv—*'say no muskeeters, Mrs.
Pottleton, as the rest does™

“The rest tells fibs, then,” sez L
*They is some everywhere.”

“Leave it out altogether then.™ sez
he, and so I did, and put in my prices
instead.

Well, I got lots of anawers, and by
the middle of June I had fifteen board-
crs. Me and Uriah was sleeping in the
barn. I was obleeged to keep help,
which was a great trial, and I was be-
ginning 10 run down considerably from
work and anxiety. Still, 10 15s is 150,
as | used to keep saying to myself,
when I got up feeling like a boiled owl,
and [ wasn't goin® give up after gettin’
my own way agin’ Urish the way [ had
got it

I dunno but I'd her stuck tuitef it

“Nancy Pottleton,” said he, when T
got through, “I'm sorry about the kin-
dlin’, but as fur comin’ in and makin’
Miss Nancy of myself before strange
help I carn’t do it. Betwixt yon and
me it wuz all right. I told you keep-
in' boarders wculd alter thinga
You've got to eatertain company when
you've got it™

“You've got tu feed 'em good,” sez
I; “but I dunno as you've got tu kite
round sccordia to their directions.™

“Wall, T ve promised tu fix the ten-
nis ground,” sez Uriah. “It’s a splen-
did game. I'm goin® tu get a suit and
bats to-morrer and buy me a bow. I
wuz up head at bow-arrer when I wuz
a boy, and if [ can’t hit that bull’s-eye
every time I'll give up.”

*“] have give up already,” sez L
**Are you goin' tu get short pants and
striped jackets?”

“Regular tennis suit,” sez Urinh,
“whatever it is. I want to show them
York folks that I am good as they be,
el not a little better.”

When I heerd them words I couldn’t
express my sentiments in no way butin
groans. I laid upon my piller in akind
o' commer fur quite a spell; then Uriah
nudged me.

“Mammy,"” sez he, ““would you get
yeller clothes or blue and white?”

“Neither,” sez L. “Get red, so the
folks will know what a monkey you be,
playin’ ball and shootin’ bow-arrers at
your age!”

But my words was of no avail. He
got the clothes, and after that a kinder
strangeness fell betwixt us. 1 wus
ailers tu work; he wus allers tu play—
ridin' round or sailin’ round with them
Jessamys and the other boarders,
shakin' down the plums and peaches
tur em, takin® em fishin’. Silas Prog.
the man that had bhad the laborer’'s
cottage fur four or five years, told me
he'd given over all farm directions to
him, and paid no attention to the place,
and ss hands don’t work much ef
they're not watched, he said it was
owin’ 10 him ef we had any crops that
year.

As fur me, the help was the sassiest
thing I ever knowed, and I didn't durst
dismiss her, and kept on raisin' her
wages every lime she threatened to
leave.

But at last the climax eame. 1 wus
wore out and half-sick, and seemed tu
me [resh air would save me: and one
alternoon I told the help she'd hev to
et ten herself, and 1 took my sun-
bonnet, and off I went tu the archery
as they'd took to callin’ the end of the
orchard. The girls looked as cool as
could be there, all dressed up in white,
and the young men talkin® and smilin’
and my husband—yez, my husband—
sittin’ on a bench alongside the wid-
der, givin®' ber them insinuating looks
be kin ef he chooses! I had slippers
on, and [ came close up to "em without
makin' any noise, nnd I heerd her say:

*Mr. Jones certainly admires Ro-
m\‘

*Nobody couldn’t help
Urish.

»But Cecclia is the prettiest,” sez
the widder.

**Neither of 'em is as han'soma’ as
their ma," sez Uriah.

“Oh, go away! You didn’t think so;
you're just flattering,” sez the widder.
*Ef I wus a single bachelder, you'd
see!” sez my husband.

Now I'm cooled off —it's a couple of
years ago—now I'm cooled off, I
would't swear into a court of justice
that Uriah was goin’ to kiss the wid-
der, and as a Christan [ must allow 1
earn't say for certain she'd hev let
him; but things appearcd to me like
she would at that minute,
and off with my  sun-
bonnet and gave her & whack over the
head and him another, makin’ remarks
which I prefer not repeatin’ il I re-
membered "em all—which I don’t. She
screeched,” the gals ran up, Uriah
took hold of me and the rest of the
boarders stared like cows.

*J reckon you'll know me next time
you see me,” sez I; **but you won't see

it™ sez

hadn't been for the Jessamys. They
was city folkses and come down one
Monday mornin’.

The ma, Miss Jessamy, was one of
the fAy-away kind of widders’ dressed
prinzipally in bugles. She shone com-
in' up the road considerbul more'n a
tin-peddler. The darters wus sixteen
and eighteen and twenty-one. They
wus laced and bustled ont, and frizzed
and ribboned like Christmas dolls in
York show-winders. And they brought
down trunks enough for an army, and
games they ealled lawn-tsnnis and
archery.

The fust wus balls and bats and net-
tin's, the last wus bow-arrers and a
target. But they couldn’t find no place
for their tennis, anld the lamentin’ and
the sighin’ and the appealin’ to dear
Mr. Pottleton to give them ground
enough, until Uriah jest mado a blamed
fool of himself and squared off ene of
the hay-medders for um. and rolled it
snd help ‘em far tu sot up nets, and
went and made rustic seats fur ‘em,
and wasn't to be seen only at meal
times fur the best of the week.

Wall, I'd calkerlated on Uriah help-
in' me. In old times ef I had puniin-
pies tu make he'd cut up the punkin,
and he'd heait up the oven— Uriah was
real smart for a man, and never hevin'
no children he did lots of things tur
me—hung out the clothes sometimes
when there wurn't no need of him onte
the farm. and he used to stand fur me
to drape my skirts oan like a lamb.
But now, when I hed more tu do than I
ever had in my life before he didn't
come nigh me.

1 Iun'ng: qulte a spell before I spoke.
But one night I waked upin our bed

in the baru, aggravated by remembor- |
in’ that I'd had to split my own kin-

me for quite a spell. To-day ends
conduct such as this; you can git—all
of you! There's a early train to-mor-
rer, abd I'll sce that you take it; so
pack your trunks to-night! The help
will give you your tens. As for me, I
shan't set down with a character like
the Widder Jessamy; I'm disgusted by
hevin' ever done it!"
*Madame. what do you dare to in-
sinuate™" sez she. .
*That you was a-goin’ tc kiss my
husband,” sez L
Then she shruek, and the other la-
dies shruck, and I finished off by grab-
bin® her false front of curls off her
head and throwin’ it inte Uriah's
face. Then I went home and went to
bed. :
The boarders all went beforc break-
fast mext mornin’, and all day long me
and Uriah quarreled. I &aid I'd get a
divorca from him: he said he'd get one
from me for bein” a shrew.
And ma-ry Widder Jessamy™ sez L.
*It would be a change for the bet-
ter,” sez ha
Hammer and tongs, hammer and
tongs. we kept it up until all of & sud-
den I turned faint and didn't know any
more for quite a apell. Then I was in
bed with complications—that’s what
the doctor called it

Well, I must say ['riah nursed me
like a woman. for all I kept tellin’ him
I'd live as long as I could to spite the
Widder Jessamy: and when I did get
better he carried me down stairs and
sot me I: the great rocker on the
porch and put pillers under my head,
and knelt down alongside of ma.

“Mammy,” sez he, *your'es gettin’

well now.”

“Wich I wasa't! sez I “What's

dlin’s that day, and I said all I had to the usa? Nobody keers for me!™
sag—Dbottlin’ wp s0 long I had plenty. \ - »Ain't ] nobody?” sez be.

“You™ sez I. "Oh, Urish! you was
a-goin' to kiss her—I saw you.”

“] wasn't,” soz Urlah. *Nancy Pot-
tleton, I'll swear that on a stack of
Bibles. It was this way: The elty
fellers was all payin’ compliments, and
I didn't want to scem like a couniry
punkin, so I paid 'em ta. I couldnt
talk tu the gals, so I talked tu the
widder.”

“Ah!” gez I, “you had mo thoughts
about me fryin' and stewin' fm the
kitchin.”

*D)id I want you tu do it?" says he
“Wasn't it agin’ my will that you took
boarders? Dido't I say there was no
knowin’ wha$ onpleasantness might
come of it?

“Wall, you did,” sez L
_ “Nanecy Pettleton,” scz he, *lots has
come of it. 1've got a bad character,
for the help went and told that I acted
shameful with the widder, and you
found me out—which is hard, furl
wus only puttin' on pood manuers.
You've been sick—mighty sick, you've
been—and what should 1 do without
you! I've got a big doctor's bill tu
pay, crops is pannin’ out poor, the
boarders have cost us nigh onto five
hundred dollars nltogether, and we've
fell out. That's the wurst—we've foll
out! [ made a skeer-crow of that ten-
nis suit the other day and hung ki
among the squinch trees, wishin® it
wus me. It's like bein' done with life
to think you and me has fell out,
mammy.™

Then all of a sudden every thing
seemed to change. The air felt softer;
the sky looked bluer; a kind of warmth
ran through my heart

“No, we ain't!" sez L
we've made it up.”

And we kissed each other as el it
was old courtin’ times—me and Uriah.
—PFireside Companion.

“Anyway,

THE STUART FAMILY.

Whereln Its Members Differed from the
Kterner Tadors.

The royal house of Stuart were an
excoedingly disreputable set of people,
but in their lives and their persony
they were, with all their erimes and
their vices, essentially sympathetic
The life and death of Mary, Queen of
Scotts, is one long poem, over-brim-
ming with the deepest pathos. Ro-
mance of the mournfullest, but of the
most fascinating kind, environs the
careers of Charles 1. and of the old
and young Pretenders. Charles IL,
rascal as he was, has not lost his senti-
mental hold on the affections of the
English people. To them he is still
the *“merry monarch,” who, on his
death-bed, murmured to his brother:
**Let mot poor Nelly starve.” Pity
and sympathy ecan even be felt for
James II. himsell, dethroned and ban-
ished and languishing into extine-
tion at St Germainse These feecl-
ings  of senliment went  very
far | indeed toward making the
trinmph of the Stuart exhibition.
There are still—in o sentimental sense,
of course—ardeat partisans of Mary,
Queen of Scots, and of the young
chevalier. Jacobites abound in the
very best sociely; but it is questiona-
ble whether there yet linger any po-
litical adherents of Henry VIIL or
Queen Elizabeth. The materials for n
Tudor exhibition are amazingly copi-
ous and rich, but the display itsell
must vindicate its claims to public
recoguition less as an abstract and
brief chronicle of the Tudor monarchs
than as the reproduction of a splendid-
Iy picturesque and artistic epoch. One
most important step toward the latter
consummation will be made, as the

ittee have hast d to e,
by a special endeavor to Lring togeth.
er as complete a series as possible of
the works of the illustrious artist,
Hans Holbein, court painter to Henry
VIIL, who. at least, knew how to im-
itate the genius of the great master.
*Look you here,” said the Tudor King
to the haughty noble who complained
that the painter had been rude to him:
tOut of seven plowmen I can make
seven lords, but out of seven lords I
can not make one Holbein."—London
Telegraph.

B i—s

Sunset Cox and the Bear.

When Mrs. Cox and I wete at an inn
in Yellowstone Park they told us of a
big bear that came down every even-
ing just before sunset to eat the swill
that was thrown out to the hogs. The
hog pen was about & mile back of the
house in the woods, and this bear would
come down every day to eal swill, and
would go away content without eating
any of the little pigs. As he did not
leave much food for them, perhaps
they never got fat enough for his taste.
While we were at dinner they told us
that the girl who was waiting on table
had met the bear in the path near the
pen. She was carrying a basket of
clothes from the wash, and had the
clothes on her head. She said she
was not afraid, but I suppose she was
a modest girl, for she dropped her
clothes and ran. Mrs. Cox and I hao
a suspicion that they were fooling us,
but if there was a bear we wanted to
see it. So my wife and I went out by
the hog pen to see the bear. Sure
enough we met him in the woods—a
great big fellow. He gave a side
glance at us and shuffied off as il he
were about to runtaway. We were
about twenty yards away from him,
and quickened our pace to advance on
him. He suddenly changed his mind
about running. and we changed our
minds also. He turned toward us and
growled. 1 remarked to Mrs. Coxthat
as she waa getting fat, and could not
walk as fast as formerly, it would be
just as well if she'd turn back toward
the hotel. Then 1 modestly followed.
She walked much faster than I thonght

wha could.—Juterview in N. ¥. World

THE DISMAL SWAMP.
A Wilderarsa Containing Over 80,080
Acres to lie Reclalmed.

DPown in Eastern North Carolina,
situated between the counties of Wash-
ineton Tyrrel and  Beaufort, lies
a vast trast of lanl containing over
40,000 peres, known as the **Dismal ™
It runs alonz somewhat paralled to
the Albemarie sound, at a distance of
from three to five miles from the sandy
shiores of that beautiful inland sen
The strip of high land in between
forms some of the finest grain and
truckery lands in the South, while the
almost impenctrable jungles of the
bordering Dismal aford shelter and
protection to various wild animals—
notably the common black bear and
deer.

Numberleas wild cattle browse upon
its extensive reed pastares; the fox
fimds in its solitary thickets congenial
camping ground, while the raccoon
and opossum from its dense shades
make nightiy forays upon the border-
ing corn-fields  In early days the cry
cf the panther broke the stillness of
its depths, and even now the huge
wildeat is often encountered by hunt-
ers  During the riiny scason it
is mostly covered with water
from a few inches to several feetin
depth, though it contains many high
spots, acres in extent, that are never
submerged. The timber is 1ostly
juniper, with considerable eypress,
some long-leal pine and scattering
poplar and gum. For large areas the
growth of juniper is so thick and tall
that the sun never strikes the ground.
In such places we are reminded of
twilight at high noon. It is onmly
drained by sluggish creeks that eir-
cuitously find their way to the sound.
Strange as it may seem the waters of
these junipor swamps are considered
a panacea for the ills of the jocality,
and their medicinal qualities are so
well established that it is sent away by
the barrel tor such use. Natives, who
had been shaken up by the ague until
they were as white ns a plece of cot-
tou-cloth, would plunge into the shingle
swamps, remaining for weeks drink-
ing only this water and return to the
hiil hearty and robust with the roses
of health blooming on their checks.
It is about the ecolor of scuppernong
wine and smacks a little of the junlper
in taste. It is very palatable, and
when taken from the quiet depths of
ita natural reservoir on a hot day
makes a most delightful drink.

Enterprise and capital are about to
change this vast wilderness into a
hundred farms. A railroad has been
run from the sound across i's entire
width, connecting with towns on the
opposite side, and with the Norfolk
Southern railroad at Edenton. An im-
mense mill bas been built that saws up
five hundred of the largest pine logs
daily. The lumber, after being thor-
oughly kiln-dried, is londed upon cars
and shippad to Baltimore. Philadelphia
and other markets. The juniper is
turned into shingles and coopers’ tim-
ber. Quite a town is springing up
around the mill, and hundreds of native
men are finding ready employment at
rood wages. The snort and whistle of
the steam engine now startles the bear
prowling through the undergrowth,
and deer are frequently scen flying
down the long stretches of railroad
track. ¥oon their haunts will koow
them no more. All will be changed.
I'he timber once taken off canals will
be dug, completely draining the land,
and thousands of ncres will be turned
into fertile farms and smiling gardens
—Pittsburgh Dispatch.
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Simpla Relief tor Lung Troubles.

During a visit to the home of a most
estimable lady living on Indian river,
this editor was told of a discovery that
had been made which may prové a
boon to sufferers from lung or bron-
chial troubles. This lady having
heard that there was peculiar virtue
in a pillow made from pinc straw, and
baving none of that material at hand,
made one from fine, soft, pine shav-
ings, and had the plcasure of noting
immediate benefit.  Soon all the mem-
hers had pine-shavings pillows, and it
was noticed that all coughs, asthinatie
or bronchial troubles abated at once
after sleeping a few nights on these
pillows.  An invalid suffering with
lunz trouble derived much benefit
from sleeping upon a mattress made
from pine shavings. The material is
cheap and makes a very pleasant and
comfortable matiress, the odor of the
pine permeating the entire room and
absorbing or dispeling all unpleasant
or objectionable odors. —Cocoa (Fla)
Spirit.
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Silk Artificially Produced.

In the Paris Exhibition is exhibited
a collodian product of a remarkable
charaeter, neither more nor less than
an artificial silk. To manufacture it,
pyroxyine was first prepared by the
conversion of a specially pure eellu-
lose, obtained from certain parts of
young wood, snd then dissolved ina
mixture of thirty-eight partsof ether
and forty-two of alecohol. Througha
serics of concentric tubes the collodion
is forced out, under pressure, in a
stream and then immediately solidifies
by contact with water, the thread so
produced being wound off on a bobbin.
Next. this thread is denitrated by be-
ing soaked in weak nitric acid, which
renders it insoluble in ether and al-
echol, and also non-explosive. The
threads nre now dried and used as or-
dinary silk: they are capable of being
dyed, and are about three-quarters the
textila strength ol ordinary cocoon
silk. In app-arance it is stated to ex-
cel the natural product of the silk-
worm.—Hitish Jourpal of Photog-
raphy.
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WINTER WHEAT ITEMS.
JWhat ta De and What Not to Do to Make
the Crop a Saccess,

Plcw early.

Plow deep and thorough.

FPlow under the weads and trash.

One gocd plowing s sufficient.

Save seed of the very best guality;
if you are in doubt as to its quality,
test it

If the soil is hard and dry, use the
roller or drag. On sod land. the disc
harrow will be a good implament to
use. Il uwot too lumpy, or on old
stubble ground, the spring-tooth har-
row will do good work. In using both
of these, go the first time the way it
was plowed, and cross-ways the see-
ond.

In many cases it will pay to arrange
to keep the harrowing close up to the
plowing.

It will not always do to delay har-
rowing until alter there has been »
sonking rain.

By keeping the surface thorougbly
clean, the chinch-bug and Hessian fiy
will be deprived of part of their shel-
ter and food.

Manure ean be hauled out and ap
plied aflter plowing.

I a clover sod is to be plowed undes
for wheat, an application of lime be
fore plowing will be found beneficial.

If salt is to be applied, wait until
spring, and then sow broadcast as
evenly as possible.

I commercial fortilizers are to be
used, sow with adrill -hen sowing the
seed, or sow broadeast just before
sceding.

One of the advaatages in using wood
nshes na a fertilizer for wheat is that
it helps materially to stiffen the straw.

Prepare to give thorough drainage.
Tile drainge is best, but surface drain-
age will answer. Arrange to avoid
washing as mugh as possible.

There is no advantage in sowing the
seed unless there is sufficient*moisture
in the svil to induce a quick germina-
tion.

Be sure that the seed wheat does
not contain cheat, rye, cockle or other
fine seeds.  There is usually a sufficiont
quantity ol ‘m in thn soil without
sowing.

Corn land that has been well culti-
vated during the growing season ean
often be properly fitted for wheat with-
out plowing, if care be taken to harrow
thoroughly.

The quantity of sced skould be
ganged by the time of sowing, the
fertility and condition of the soil and
the quality of the seed used, as weil s
the way it is sown.

The time for sowing must be do-
termined by the season, the conditior
of the soil and the danger from grass
hoppers, flies and chinchbugs.

Do not invest too largely in new, un-
tried varictics,. There is no harm in
testing them on a small scale, but use
a standard variety for the main crop.—
Prairie Farmer.
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Moths in Woolen Clothing.

More than one hundred and filty
years ago Reaumur, observing that
clothi moths never attacked the

on living animals, in-
the natural odor of the
wool or of the oily matter in it was
distasteful to them. Consequently he
rubbed various garments with the
wool of fresh pelts and alzo wet other
garments with the water in which
wool had been washed, and found that
they were never attacked by motha,
Experiments with lobaceco smoke and
the odors of spirits of turpentine
showed that both were equally de-
structive, bul it was necessary to close
the rooms very tightly and keep the
fumes very detse in them for twenty-
four hours to obtain satislactory re-
sults. Chests of cedar or sprigs of
this tree are so disagreeable to them
that they wiil not deposit their eggs
where this odor is at all strong; but
should the eggs be laid before the gar-
ments are packed away the odor wiil
not prevent the hatching of the eggs
nor the destructive work of the larvae
afterward. Clothing may also be pro-
tected from moths by packing it In
stout coiton or paper (bags made per-
fectly tight, but this must be done be-
fore the motns appear on the wing.—
Harper's Bazar.
Fandacspgmmial = s
How to Preserve Fence Posts.

Parker Earle, of Cobden, Il1, in bufld-
ing a fence around his young orchards,
several years ago, tried many plans for
preserving the posts. Having occasion
to remove the fence last winter he
noted the condition of the posts as fol-
lows: Those set with no preparation
were decayed an inch or more in thick-
ness; those coated with a thick wash
of lime were better preserved. bul were
quite seriously attacked by worms;
those posts coated with hot tar were as
perfectly sound as when put in the
ground; those painted with petroleum
and kerosene were equally as sound
and as good for setting. Let the posts
get thoroughly dry and them, with a
pon of cheap kerosene and a white-
wash brush, give the lower third of the
post—the part to go into the ground—
two or three applications of the oil,
letting it soak in each time. Posts, so
treated. he says, will not be troubled
by worms or insecta of any kind. bat
will resist decay to a remarkabla de-
gree. 'This he finds to be the simplest,
easiest, cheapest and best method of
preservation.

—Professor Mulhall gives the fol-
lowing figures as to the average num-
ber of children to & marriage in the
chief countries of Europe: Ireland,
5.20; Russia, 4.83; Spain, 4.65; lialy.
4.54; Beotland, 4. 16; Holland,4.22;Swe-
den. 4.12;Germany. 4.10;England, 4.08:
Austria, 404; Belguim. 4.04; Switzer-
land, $94; Hungary, §70; Denmark
461; France, &0%

y
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SOUTHERN AGRICULTURAL.

Are We Making Farming Profitable ?

Farming In its fullest sense is the
sultivation of the soil with relerence
to the production of vegetables, and
the conversiun of a portion of them in
anlmals and a variety of forms which
are best adapted to the want's of man.

Every furmer does not farm in the
fullest sense of the word. Cultivating
the most leading crops, selling or feed-
ing them to the various kinds of farm
stock, are the branches most common-
ly practiced. Now the question arises
are we in these making it profitable.
We may cultivate many acres and
raise large crops, we may rai.e, iced
and sell much stock and yet not be mal-
ing it profitable. To raise larger cops,
the expense of producing them may
be greater than the value of the prod-
uct; the dranght on the soll may be in
axcess of the supply of fertility; it may
be improperly sold or cared for; it may
be injudiciously fed, thus making
farming unprofitable.

1t is expected that the professional
man is, or should be, well educated and
well schooled in his business, or elsa
be ean not succeed, that the merchant
deal in the best brand of goods, that he
must keep an accurate account of all
expense, losa and gain that he may see
if he is making his business profitable;
by this he can sea on what he makes
the mest profit that he may deal in
these more largely.

These qualifications seem indispen-
sable to the merchant and all profes-
sional men. It is equally as much so
with the farmer. His is not a business
0 be carried on successfully by the

learned or indolent any more than
any other occupation of life. The
farmer must not only be industrious
but must be studious; his mind, his
thoughts must be in his business. The
crops, the stock and household econ-
omy should be his chief occupation.
He should keep an accurate account
of all his business, the expense, loss
and gain, in what particular branch of
his business he is most successful,
what crops are most profitable for
him to raise, the most profitable dis-
position to make of thcem; the best
and most profitable stock to raise, and
how best to dispose of them. Farmers
are too careless ia regard to keeping
an account of their business, conse-
quently they often raise erops that are
pot profitable. and raise and feed stock
at an expense There are few crops
that are profitable to raise and sell oif
the farm. From my experience in grow-
ing vegetables, [ sce many f[armers
grow and sell vegotables at less than
the é¢ost to grow them. It puts a little
money in their pockets at the time.
but they were no better off than If
they had not raised them; in fact, not
as well ofl. Unless the farmer ker
an account of the expefise in growing
a crop he will overlook this and sell
blindly. ! :

Many farmers, if they wogld for one
year keep an accurate accoupt ol the
expense of each crop they were grow-
Ing, would be surprised -bo find the
profit of one crop consumed in de-
fraying the expenses of another, al-
though they may mmke a considerable
profit on their entire farms. Wheat
sown oo a clover sod I believe can be
sold off to a profit, most espeecially to
grind the wheat and sell the flour and
feed the bran, which, by the way,is the
most prolitable way to dispose of
wheat, even il bran is sold. too. The
clover sod should be turned under four
or five weeks before sowing; the wheat
will make & heavier crop by so doing;
but it is profitable to sell clover
hay, or at least it woull yield a
greater profit to feed it to f[arm
stock. By knowing the feeding value
of a crop and the _value of the manure
produced from it, a farmer can oiten
make a calculation what erop can be
gold off at a profit or to eell one crop
and buy another.

In order to know whether we are
making farming profitable, we should
know what it costs to rase every
bilihel of wheat, corn and oats, every
pound of grass and clover in every
thing we raise. The farmer should
know how many pounds of feed it takes
to feed his stock, and to fatten his stock
for market. If he knows what it costs
him to raise every bushel of feed, and
then knows how much he has fed and
kuo yiug how much his stoc’t is worth
before he comnmences feeding or to lat-
ten, and knows the value of the ma-
pure produced by his stock and what
he has received he can tell whether
farming is profitable to him.—Thos.
D. Baird, in Southern Cultivator.

—— - —
The Beat Breed of Fowis for the
Farmer.

The question of the best breed of
fuwls to be kept by the ordinary farm-
er, who does not intend to keep them
for exhibition purposes or for the sup-
ply of pure-bred fancy stock, is one
deserving of careful consideration
Most farmers are content to leave the
kind, quality and quantity of the poul-
try to be kept on the farm to charce,
and. as & result, the coasequence is a
mongrel lot of birds, neither useful or
ornamental; and the financial results
are no belter.

This is not asitshould be. for, right-
ly managed and cared for, there is in
the poultry a very substantial item of
profit, and one which., with very
little care and attention. can be
very greatly increased The nece=-
sity for this attention is strongly
shown in the fact that this couatry,
which might well supply the world
with eggs and poultry, is actuslly at
the present time importing large
guantities of eggs and poultry from
countries not hall so well litted by
cature to produco thom as is this coun-

try, and yot they ars thers oroduced
in quaotities not en'y sufficient io
eatisfy their own raquirsments, but
also to leave a surplus forexpostation.
This will continue to be the ease, and
the importation will grow larzer unless
farmers give attention to the breeding
of better stoci.
The same principles shou.l gov-
ern the production of poultry as the
producticn of horses, ecattle, sheep
and pizs—that is to say, get rid of
the scrubs and moegrels, and breed
good slock. It costs no more w0 feed
one than the other. The caly differ-
ence is, that the good-bred stoek re-
quire care and attention, but they am~ |
ply repay this, while nothing can
make poor bred wongrels profitable.
The requisites 'n a breed of fowls for
the farm are, first, egg producing ca-
pacity; mnext, quick maturity of the
young fowls; and lastly, ability to with-
stand the elimate with reassnably good
care and moderate keep. We have
had experience with many breeds ol
fowls, and, in our judgment, no one
breed combines so many of the geod
qualities we have named as tha
Plymouth Rocks. They are larze
fowls, but yet not too unwialdly te
ramble about and scratch for a gread
part of their food oa the farm. They
produce a large quantity ol fine eggs,
as they lay early and late, and they
are good mothers, and can be’ relied
upon to bring off two or threa broods
in the senson. The young chicks sre
strong and hardy, and quickly reach
maturity; and as they are & good size,
they always command a fair price in
the market—whether ns broilers oe
roasters. They seem to readily adaps
themselves to changes of climaia,
and in the Southern States make
themselves perfectly happy and eccne-
tented. The frosts seldom trouble
thera as they have only small combs
which are not so susceptible to be
frozen as those of some other breeds
Although large fowls, they are not
large eaters, but will be content with
a small feed of grain, and then ram-
ble off in senarch of insects and seed.
Another quality they possess, is, thag
they are gencrally content to lay some-
where about where they are desired,
and do not ramble off into the woods
and lay their eggs where they can not
be found. All things considered, wa
are of the opinion that the farmer who _
commences 0 keep a flock of Plymouth
Rocks will not have cause to regrel it
at the year's end. —Southern Planter.

——

HERE AND THERE.

—The most persistent weed 10 ex’
terminate is pursiaine. Turn .the
sheep and geese on fields infested with
it

-—A gen'leman of Pomona, Cal,
says that only five days have passed
since March, 1888, that he has not.had
fresh strawberries oa his table.

—Keroseue, applied as spray, on the
walls, roosts and floovs of poultry
houses will kill the lice instantly,
while the work can also ba done in a
few minutes :

—The eellar should be thoroushly

cleaned and disinfected now. The aie
should be allowed to circulate freely,
and a dusting of freshly-slaked limo
given the floor.
—Where a bed of lettuce plants have
gone to sead, only one plant need be
saved, as it will furnish sufficient seed
for next scason. The surplus plants
may be fed to poultry as green food.

—Whenever the shoulders of a work-
horse are galled the harness should be
examined to remove the cause. A
horse in such a condition should not ba
made to work until a cure is made.

—It is suggesied that in those seo-
tions where potatoes ean be made
special erops, starch factories should
be operated on the co-operative plan,
ns is done by dairymea with cream=
eries.

—Orchard grass will thrive well on
damp locations. [t is an excelent
grass, but **stools,” which gives it an
uneven appearance in the fields. "As
it becomes more compuct eacih season
it =oon forms an even pasture.

—Save the best stalks of corn liem
which to procure seed, and whea the
seed is fully matured scleet the best
ears. Seed cora should be alilowed to
thoroughly dry on the stalk, aad
when harvested it should be stored im
a dry, warm place.

—The majority of Insects are vege-
table feeders, but there are s great
many that feed upon or within the
bodies of other Insects, cansing them
to die. These latter are ealled peda-
¢cous or parasitic, and, in the main,
are beneficial. as they destroy maay
injurious forms.

—The farmer who strays off habitu-
slly to town or elsewhere for pastime
loses interest in his work, forgets what
is to be done and goes down to tks
dogs by sure dogrees, leading &
pinched and miserable life on land thas
might have supplied him and bis with
more than competence.

—The cow soon becomes acoustomed . _
to the mllker, and if treated kindly
will cease giving evidences of vicea
To striike places her in fear, and she
will seize every op) to kick or
move her position. Milking should be
performed quietly, the cow being
given her food just hn[mbeginnhg“f
to milk. §

—A new use has been dlscovered for
the poppy- It forms & network of
roots that can not be exterminated §
without great difficulty, and it Is there-
fore, admirable for keeping embank< '
ments in place. Within tho last t=o
or three years Jeminent Fremch engi-
neers have undertaken the sowing of
railroad embankments with poppies

with a view to preven: shaie byiog dwr”
siroyed by heavy rmas
’ 2 __%\* = g




