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IT WAS A MERRY FARMER BOY.

Tt was & merry farmer boy that tradged along
the lea,
Nwasa happv farmer boy who whistled mer-

riloe

And the lm:-rm enrly biras of spring re-
plied with joyous trilly

As the farmer boy without & care went gaily o
the mill.

It was the miller's 4
ing the corng

It was the milier's daughter who was swestsr
than the morn:

And when she saw the farmer boy her little
song was hushed,

‘While the farmer boy stood gazing at the pretty
maid who blushed!

1t°s O in the spring that Shxdi=s mate,
When old folks nod and Joane folks prate:
For Love will come, thot gh Love be late,
And lassics and lads will gang their gate.

Tt was the jolly miller who round the home-
stead went,

It was the joliy miller who frowned with deep
intent,

And loudly for his daugh
could she be found;

While her work was all unfinished and lay
strewn wpon the ground !

Tt was the ov'ning shadows that were gathering

who was

Mad ;

u-pace,

Tt was the ev'uing shadows that were mantling
o'er the placa,

When the miller's rosy daughjer and the farm-
er's merry boy

Came ta the miller’s homestead to tell their
new-found joy !

It's O in the spring that birdies mate,
When old folks nod and young folks prats;
¥or Love will come, thouzh Love be late,
And lassies aad lads will gang their gate.

It was a storiny meeting, and the miller rated

b

That most andacious farmer boy who trem-
blin -1y stood by;

It was some sobs and kisses ere the miller was
appeased,

And a pair of koceling lovers asked his bless-
ing, if be pleased,

1t was a merry morning in the merry month of
May,

It waus a merTY
at play:

And a wedding al the village church, with
wishes, cakes and ale, .

When the farmer's boy and miller’s lass, as

Ay one, tripped down the dale.

"ft's O in the spring that birdies mate,
When old folks nod snd young folks prate;
For Love will come, though Love be late,
And lassies and lads will gang their gate.

—Pick-Me-Up.

NARRATIVE OF A NIGHT.

A Brig’s Brave Battle with Pirates
© and the Elements.

A darker might than that which
closed around the disabled merchant
ship, Carlos, a8 I headed her off the
const of the Islend of Mindanao, I had
seldom seen.

Occasionally, however, a =zig-zag
lightning-flash would play about her
uglyr-lonking jury-masts,and reveal her
ragged slump of a jib-boom, forward
Ilaving been damaged by s tempest,
in which she lost her captain aad her
mate, her distress signal had been an-
swercd by our ship, the sloop-of-war
Congress, a few days belore the pres-
enl time, and as there was no one
aboard capable of navigating her, our
captain had put me in charge of her
with a few men, and Mr. Shelburne, a
passed-midshipman of eighteen, to
convey her to Manilla, her destioa-
tion. She was a Spanish vessel, and
us, besides a large amount of gold and
a valuable oargo, she carried a few
passengers, among whom were women
amd children, I realized %o the full
the responsibility of my position.

Kow, us I walked the deck, the
brecze freshened, and a distant moan-
ing sound forctole a gale, if not a hur-
ricane.

Far astern I could just make out the
light of our sloop, dipping with the
swell, and the sight aflorded me some
consolation. The Captain had prom-
ised to hover in our vicinity until we
were well past Mindanao, lest we
be pounced upen by some of the
formidable Mindanayan pirates that
were known to have hiding-places in
the caverns and rocky bays aloag the
coast.

Suddenly oue ol the zig-zag fiashes
of lightning I have mentioned showed
me the dark, excited visages ol the
Spanish seamen forward, and also of
some of my own men, as they stood
pecring and poiuting, while the hoarse
voice of the outlook was, the next mo-
meut, borne to my ears

“Sail ho!”

“Where away?” I shouted.

“About two poluts off the weather
bow,” was the angwer.

Shelburne came running up to me
aund touched his cap.

“Excuosze me, Lieutenant,” he said,
“but I had as good a view of that
crafl as the bricf fash would permit,
and I believe her to be some pirate
whose Cuptain has probably heard
from Manilla people that this vessel
has gold aboard of her, and thinks he
will bave a chance to take some of it
from her before our sloop can come to
our aid. Would it not be best, sir, to
wear ship and make a straight wake
for the Congress?”

I looked at the midshipman's hand-
some face, at his earnest blue eyes,
gleaming in the light of the binnacle
lamp, and answered him, I fear, very
grufily, for I was not at all pleased at
having this youngster making sug-
gestions to me.

*She may not be a pirate.  When 1
want your opinion, sir, I will ask you

with the I ins all

for it Beuutaoraml_vl.oimagim
danger.”
My manner haurt “him, and ho

hastened to add:

“J was not thinking of myself, lir
when I spoke, but of Miss Melton and
—and—the other passengers.”

I could not help smiling at his youth-
ful readiness in first mentioning Miss
Melton, though I was not surprised,
for I, too—a blufl matter-ol-fact sea
Licutenant of thirty—had been im-
pressed by the wonderful beauty of
this young lady of sixteen.

Her t, a widower, who waa
with her aboard the ship, was an Eo-
glish merchant,. but her mother, as 1
had already learned. had been a Span-
ish lady, and it was from her she in-
herited the large lustrous black eves
that flashed or softened with every
1hought and feeling. while the light
brown bair and clowr complexion were
like her father's. 3

«Nover mind sbout Miés Melton,” 1

1 spoke testily, for to tell the truth,
I was a little jonlous of the girl’s seem-
ing preference for my handsome mid-
shipman. As he turned away and
walked over to leeward, the wind rose
to a howl, the white fonm of the waters
gleamed thiough the darkness, and,
with the gale now off our weather
quarter, we tore along at a rapid rate.

The main-mast, my tallest spar, was
very weak, and when at length a rath-
er heavy sea set the ship to rolling
and plunging, 1 feared every moment
to see it go by the board.

Meanwhile I had been wateaing the
distant schooner by the electric gicams
that still broke occasionally over the
walers. She was as sharp as a sword-
fich, had a suspicious look, and [ soon
had reason to regret my obstinaney in
not taking Shelburue's adrice. for sud-
denly I saw her alter her course, and
head straight for us!

She was not a mile distant, and with
the nid of a powerf1l night-glass, to-
gether with that afforded by the light-
ning, I soon beheld her crew—as fiercea
looking set of rascals as ever manned a
lawless craft, for that she was a pirate
there now was no room to doubt.

Ay, there on her deck they wers,
about sixty tall, robust fellows, armed
with daggers, kreeses aund pistols,
thrust in sashes about their loose
trousers, with their open jackets above
fiying back from their brawny bosoms,
and their red and yellow caps pushed
away from their low, broad forehends.
They had guns, too, small guns—four
eight-pounders on a side and one for-
ward—looking ugly enough to annoy
me, when 1 consider that aboard this
bulk of a merchant ship there was
only one old twelve-pounder, and also
when I remembered having heard that
the Mindanayans make good scamen
and know how to handle their pieces
like trained gunners.

The schooner was running along
close to the wind, but she walked up
almost into its very tecth, and I be-
licved that the next tack would enable
her to reach us, which her caplain was
evidently in a hurry to do, as the gale
was now howling, and the thunder rat-
tling over cur heads in a way which
boded a heavy tempest.

Presently 1 saw Miss Melton come
up from the eabin. Fhe looked alarmed
on hearing the frequent repetition of
the word *‘pirates” amoung our men,
and I was somewhat nettled to see her
go over o the side of my midshipman,
as il hc were the one on whom her sal-
vation depended. My orders were
quickly given, the ship was got
round, and awny we went on the
starboard tack. Then there came
a lorcible reminder to us from our pur-
suer that we must not hope to eseape
80 easily., in the shape of an eight-
pound shot, which, after viclously
knocking a chip from the cabin-house
almost into my eye, went buzzing on,
and neatly took off the mizzen jury-
maat, bringing down hamper and all
rattling about Miss Melton's ears, with
a flying rope whipping the feather
from her hat as cleanly as il it were
cut offl with a knife.

As the flapping canvas almost dashed
her off her leet she shricked, and then
I saw She!burue actually put his arms
around her, and almost carry her to
the companionway, gently requesting
her to go below, out of danger. i

“Oh!” she softly cricd—*‘and wou®"

My place is on deck.™ he gently
answered; and then this is what 7 said
—and I rattled it out like a musket
shot:

“Of course it is! Do your duty. sir!
Clear away that wreckage at once!”

“Ay. ay, sir,” he replied; and he
soon got some of the hands to clear
away the hamper that obstructed the
deck.

Meanwhile there was the pirate
banging away, as if he had not a mo-
ment to spare, and down went our fore
jury-mast, falling over the side inma
elow and ensy sort of fashion, for all
the world like an invalid gentleman
in his night-gown, going to bed. The
sight was exasperating. and. as soon
as the wreck was cleared away I got
the old twelve-pounder into position,
and at the mnext lightoing-flash, gave
the order to fire.

With a loud metalic ding-dong, the
piece at once exploded, and when [ saw
how the men scrambled and tumbled
over one another, in their necessary
haste to escape the fiying fragments
which did not go within four feet of
them, I was disgusted. [ ecalled the
men together and had Shelburne dis-
tribute arms to them; but I uoticed
that the Spaniards all looked dis-
mayed. Meanwhile [ perceived that
our sloop-of-war’s licht seemed to ba
receding from instead of advancing to0-
ward us. In fact, at her distance from
us, and owing to her being to wind-
ward, also owing to the howling of the
gale and to the almost incessant rat-
tling of the thunder, it was evident
that none of her peopie had heard the
firing, while the pirate craft, being
very small and on a line with cur own,
had not, of course, been seen by them.
“A pity we have no rockets aboard
to signal the sloop with,” I sald to
Shelburne. R
*Yes, sir, it is. All that we had
were ruined by that clumsy Portu-
guese cook accidentally spilling a
boiler of hot water on them, thus soak-
ing them, and cauring them to go to
pieces.™
*“We must contrive to signal the
irigate, and that speedily,” I said
*I doubt if a signal would be visible
at all from our deck., now that the
spray is flying up so high about us. It
must be made aloft. Have a lantern
brought here at once.™

The lantern war Lrought.

I gazed upat ine mainmast, our only
remaining spar. 1L was toltering
with every plunge of the ship, as if
ready to s over, while the iron mis-
siles from the pirate, who was aiming
for it flew whizzing aad shriekiag
abou' it. I eould not lose the time re-
quird to reeve the lantern; besides, it
could not thus be properly worked in
suck a gale, which would tangle anv
rope we might put in a block. No, it
must be taken aloft hy hand; and whe
was there brave enough to carry that
signul up, ou a tottering mast, secm-

ingly ready «f itsell W0 go by the buard,

the men, but how they hung
back, and feeling that I had not & mo-
ment to spare, 1 was about to pick up
the lantern and spring into the rigging
myself, when Shelburne, seizing
cried out:

*No, mo, Lieutenant; you are com-
mander herel Better I should take
the risk!™

Ere I could object he was mounting
the rigging of that perilous, swaying
mast, heedless of the [requent shots
from the pirate.

I watched him anxiously. He soon
gained the top-gallant-masthead, and
began waviag the lantern te attract
the attention of the sloop-of-war.

A mowment later ashot struck the
top-gallant-mast, a splinter shattered
the lantern, and I believed the youth
would be lost. but cre the spar went
over, he dropped ns lightly as a falcon
into the topmast shrouds below, and
then slid, hand over hand, down a
backstay to the deck.

The pirates now stoppefl firing.
The thunder, too, had oeased to boom
in the darkeucd heavens, and the
lightning no longer flashed. There
was something ominous. it seemed to
me, in their sudden cessadem. Nor
wns I mistaken, for all at onow the
tempest broke upon us with such ter-
rific fury that for several minutes I
thought it would sink us.

It quickly passed to lcoward. how-
ever, although it still blew a hard gala,
and theive was a rather rough sea. 1
I could no longer make out the sloop-
of-war's light, for now Dblack
masses of fiying rack shrouded
the foaming wnters ahead of us,
adding to the Jgloom in her
direction, although astern thc
weather waa not yet so *‘thick™ as to
prevent my discerning with my night-
glass the pirate schooner, still in pur-
stiit of us. Icould perceive that sho
had lost her jib-boom as well as one
of her sails in the late tempesta, and
by getting up canvass on the stumps
of my masts I was enabled to clude
her for some time, but at last 1 heard
the yells of her rascally crew close on
our starboard quarter.

I got my fiftecn men ready for com-
bat, though knowing a combat would
be hopeless. Shelburne. however,
grasping his sword, stood there like a
young lion, prepared to fight to the
death, and my other brave fellows
from the sloop bore a promising
aspect, with their sct teeth and fam-
ing eyes. A few more seas brought
the pirate cralt nearly alongside of us,
and already her fierce, well-armed
men were crowding up, ready to board
us, while others, with ropes having
grappling-irons at the ends, were
about to make fast to us, when sud-
denly there came a broad, bright
fiash, followed by a roar as of a hun-
dred thunders, and the sch , shat-
tered to fragments by the heavy shot
that went erashing through her light
tmbers, disappeared from our sight,
the last despairing yells of her maimed
and drowning crew rising wildly
abore the howling of the gale.
The next moment, like some black,
winged giant, our sloop-ol-war came
bursting from the thick rack which
had concealed her approach, and,
booming along over the ruin she had
made, passed us, while the clear trum-
pet ring of her captain’s voice broke
upon my ears:

*Hard-a-starboard. Lieutenant, and
keep in our wake! Will send a boat
aboard as soon as I can. Wesaw your
signal lantern aloft in good time.™

1 now went up to midshipman Shel-
burne and grasped hiz hand, telling
him he had saved us all by his daring
in mounting the perilous mast to wave
that signal, and that 1 would not fail
to speak of his gallant conduct to the
Captain.

Miss Melton, being near with the
other passengers, heard me, and I saw
her soft black eyes flash with unmis-
takable pride and tenderness on the
gullant fellow. In my gratitude [ was
no longer jealous of him, but acknowl-
edged to myself that he deserved her
love, and that the two young people
were well mated. I never treated him
grufily al:er, and when, months Iater,
whilewe were at Manilla, to which
port we had finally brought the disa-
bled ship, I heard that Miss Melton
and he were engaged, I filled my briar
pipe and smoked it, feeling quite con-
tented and happy. —Rufus Hale, in N.
Y. Ledger.

—_———— e ——— ——
The Age of Electricity.

The century which is rapidly draw-
ing to a close is appropriate'y called
the age of steam; that which will soon
be ushered in will be the age of elee-
tricity. Iu all probability people zre
now living who will ride from Savan-
nah to New York between the rising
and seiting of the sun. Instead of
trains of many cars thera probably
will bo two or three cars to the
train, and many trains The
heavy “‘moguls” that now are the
pride of the railroad companies will
no longer pound the life out of the
rails, so to speak, or shake bridges
and trestles to pieces. Every second
or third ear, possibly every ome, will
carry & motor, taking its power from
stationary dynamos placed at intervals
along the track. The loads will be
lighter, and, therefore, the grades
may be made heavier. The tracks of
other roads and the public and private
roadways will be crossed either by
tunnels or bridges, and the danger at
grade crossings will be obviated; and
an unbroken line of fencing will other-
wiso protect the trains. The light-
ning method of travel will be both
safer and quicker than the present
one. —Savannah News.

—A new and curious profession has
besn invented by one of the great rail-
roads of the Northwest. At present it
tas only one representative, and thers
is no immediate prospect of its enlarg-
ing in membership. A Pittsburzh man
iz the fortunate man. He is employed
on & good salary %o hunt and fish fora
year. It is his business by thus prac
tically testing the varying attraciions
of different localities 1o discover along
the line of the road sites for huating

and fishing campe.

look well to the smail matters con-
nected with farm work as to the larger
ones. In many cases, however, this is
not done, and in time scrious and
somelimes heavy losses are the results
of the neglect. The greater part ol
these litlle matters (trifles at first)
could, if taken in tims, be made right
with but little trouble and expeunse;
whereas, if allowed to go from month
to wmonth, the leak will constantly
grow larger. Amongz the every-day
affairs we notice many things that
may scem almost below us to *fix,”
yet it is money in our pockets to attend
to them at once.

Among the leaks I would mention
first the erowding of too much stock
into one stable or barn. This is nof
advisable, ns a few head less will pay
better than the larger number over
crowded. In orderto make stock pay,
they must have comfortable quarters
The cracks in the walls are *biz
leaks,” and draughts from this source
are most detrimental to the welfare of
both eattle apd horses  Stop these at
once. It pays. In cold barns the
farmer knows that it takes a consider-
able portion of the feed to keep up the
heat of the body. Tho time to attend
to the matter is before the cold weather
is upon us.

As one rides through the country.
he can easily pick out the prosperous
and careful farmers by their attention
to their property after they are
through with it for the season. There
are often to be seen mowing-machines
and other articles used in haying ly-
ing just where they wera last used. It
costs nothing und takes but littlo tim>
tolook after these at the time of it
but if left until the snow comes, and
perhaps all winter, there will be some-
thing spoilod. and expensa com=s of
the neglect. There should be a place
provided for larm machinory and toola
as much as for the stoci. Havea
place for them and they will last many
years longer than if ieft exposed to
the wear and tear of the elements.

When you have a rainy day(and there
have beea plenty of them this season)
look afier the haruesses. This is the
time when work do>s not press, and
one hastime to clean them up, and if
they need repairs of any kind to at-
tend to it at once. Then when wanted
they are always ready for use. Don’t
throw the harncss into the corner
when taken from the horse, but have
a place to hang it and always put it in
that place. All harness will last much
longer and do better service when thus
taken care of.

Winter is a good time to look alter
the buildings. Repairs in time save
many dollars and much inconvenicnce.
Do not allow the dirt to bank up
nbove the underpinning wupoa
tho woodwork. This sarcly
and quickly rots the wood, and repairs
are then needed immediately. A leak
should not be tolerated, but stopped at
once, ns a small leak even rots the
timber and boarding., and the whole
thing will decay before one is aware of
it, causing great expense for which
there was not the least need. When a
clapboard is discovered to ba loose,
then is the time to nail it fast again.
All of these little thiugs, if attendod
to when first discovered, will cause
little or no expense, and take but lit-
tle time. It is true economy to attend
to these matters at once, although they
seem of themselves of small account.—
N. Y. Examiner.
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KITCHEN SEWERS.

An Easy nnd l“nn\mnl-nt Way of Building
Them on Farma

A writer in a contemporary gives
the following as his experience om
kitchen sewerage. He says: Thisis a
matter of importance to be cared for
about every house, but what is cou-
venient at one house will not answer
in every place. If I tell what I do
with waste water it may help some one
else similarly situated. The ground
around the back side of my house de-
scends toward a meadow. My milk
room and kitchen and water closet are
on the second floor and are supplicd
with running water from a mountain
spring. The water is kept running.
Traps are carelully arranged below
the sinks and water-closet to prevent
a return of gasses. The three outlets
discharge into one four-inch pipe, into
which a spare conductor from the eaves
also run. This makes a good ventilator
for the large pipe, and also helps to
keep the pipe clear. The large pipe
is conducted down the hill a conven-
jent distance nnd discharges inte a
long box, made of plank (single width)
and partially setintothe ground. The
box is ten or twelve feet long and has
one partition and a loose cover over
all. The sewer pipe discharges con-
tinually into one end of this box, and
a sediment forms; the water overflows
at a nolch in the top of a partition in.
to the next compartment, more sedj-
ment is deposited and the overflow
from the other end of the box is con-
ducted some rods further in a ditch
mnd distributed over the meadow with
good results. Two or three times a
year we lake the cover off the hox and
shovel or dip the contents intoa barrel
set on a stone boat and draw it off in-
to the meadow and spread it. An old
tin pail. ome side of which is set intc
the end of a crooked stick, by the help
of a saw (just as we used to mike sap-
dippers in the woods with a large
basin) makes a good dipper for the
sewage. The whole thing is very sim-
ple, effectual and durable.

>
Killing Trees That Sprout.

The best way to get rid of willows
or other trees liable to sprout from the
stump is to girdle them and let them
stand until they coass to producs
Inaves. By this plan all trouble with
sprouts will be avoided. The silver
maple frequently sends wup sprouts
which occupy the ground to the ex
clusion of every thing else in the vicin
ity of the tree. It the tresis girdled,
and all the sprouts ara cut close tc
the ground in August. there will be ne
trouble with them afierward.” Somh
kinde of timber trees Luving a wer)
thin sapwood can be killed very
quid:ly by mrrlling = Cor. Ohh
P mr
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Entltled Lo the Besf,
All are entitled to the best that their
money will buy, so every family should
have, at om'c.n bottle of the best family
remedy, Byrup of Figs, to cleanse the sys-
tem when costive or bilious. For salein
B0c and #1.00 bottles by sll leading

mmmu-nn asked the Government
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to compel tho use of aul and
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snd will sumul e writes the agent

F. Johnson Co., 1000 lain o

Rv:hmond, Va., and Ml the way all
their men talk.

Ax “affalr of honor” between a Loulsiana
sherif and a Bouthern soditor resulted
fatally for both. Pmnl.- gre yet dangerous
weapons in the hands of experts.
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ALwaTs aveid I!n u‘}mmltmpml. They
first make vou sick then leave you con-
stipated. Carl.er"l Little Liver Pills regulate
the bowels and make you well. D Dose,oue pill.

Tak feat of sculllng the English
chanael from Dover to o small,

open puot m rf
Hoieaworth. .
Dox't ne% a Cou Talke some Hale's
Honey of rebound aud Tar instanter,
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